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Legal Newspaper for the County of Union, New Jersey
and for Westfield, Mountainside, Scotch Plains, Fanwood, Cranford and Garwood

State LD-22
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asm. Jim Kennedy (D)
34 E. Cherry St.
Rahway, N.J. 07065
(732) 943-2660

Asw. Linda Carter (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

State LD-21
Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)

425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

LD-21 includes Westfield,
Mountainside, Garwood,
Summit and Cranford.

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance (R)
425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090
(908) 518-7733

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Plainfield, Clark,
Rahway  and Linden.

senkean@njleg.org, senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org, aswmunoz@njleg.org
asmkennedy@njleg.org, asmgreen@njleg.org

12th Congressional District
Rep. Bonnie Watson Coleman (D)
850 Bear Tavern Road, Suite 201, Ewing, N.J. 08628
(609) 883-0026
[Fanwood, Plainfield and most of Scotch Plains
are in the 12th Congressional District]

[Westfield, Mountainside, Garwood, Summit and Cranford
are in the 7th Congressional District]
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Westfield Is Not Being Good Neighbor
With Location of Hockey Facility

About the placement of a commer-
cially operated hockey facility by
Westfield on South Chestnut Street,
directly adjacent to a Garwood resi-
dential area.

I’m a resident of Garwood, and
will not be directly affected by the
hockey facility, unlike many of my
neighbors. I was mayor of Westfield
in the 1970s, when the town acquired
the land along North Avenue and
South Chestnut Street, where the
hockey facility will be located. The
site was largely wooded. The
Westfield Recreation Commission
used a portion of the site for basket-
ball courts and a small parking lot.
The remainder remained wooded.

The immediate neighborhood has
changed a lot. The area now occupied
by the Pointe town houses was the
Diamond Expansion Bolt Co., an

unattractive, one-story industrial
plant. The area along North Avenue
was occupied by a mattress factory, a
dry-cleaning facility and several com-
mercial storages. Loft apartments
have replaced these.

Westfield bought this site to pro-
vide a buffer between a Garwood
industrial-commercial area, and the
Westfield residential area along
Fourth Avenue. The council was con-
cerned that the site could easily con-
vert to commercial use.

It’s very unusual for a municipality
to allow development next to a town
line, which will directly affect, to
some degree, the ambience of an ad-
joining residential neighborhood. Is
this act by Westfield the act of a good
neighbor?

Alexander S. Williams
Garwood

SP Downtown Redevelopment Is For
Municipally-Owned, Public Properties

Mayor Is Not A Good Neighbor With
The Ill-Conceived Gumbert Ice Rink!

On September 12, 2018, the Scotch
Plains Downtown Redevelopment
Committee (SPDRC), which contains
residents, downtown business, and
downtown property owners, unani-
mously endorsed the Tier 1, Phase 1
downtown redevelopment plan and
recommended it for Township Coun-
cil approval.

For the first time in 33 years, we
now have a downtown redevelop-
ment plan that will make our down-
town more vibrant and provide for
and encourage a mix of commercial,
residential, and recreational uses that
will promote economic development
to stabilize property taxes, create new
jobs, and growth opportunities that
will benefit the entire Scotch Plains
community.

The downtown redevelopment plan
endorsed by the SPDRC is for the
municipally-owned, public proper-
ties. Based on the concept sketches
featured in the plan, the potential
impact of the public properties build-
out plan includes:

- 48,048 Square Feet of New Com-
mercial (Retail and Office) Space

- 1,424 Parking Spaces
- 177 Total Housing Units, of which

35 will be deemed affordable units
Anyone who wishes to learn more

about the plan can visit: https://
www.scotchplainsnj.gov/depart-
ments/downtown-redevelopment-
committee/tier-1-phase-1-redevelop-
ment-plan/

The large number of parking spaces
provided in the plan will replace ex-
isting spaces, allow for growth of
new commercial and residential needs
on public properties and develop ad-
ditional spaces to allow private prop-
erty owners, if they wish, to develop
their properties for new mixed-use
commercial and residential opportu-
nities, continuing the public-private
partnership for parking that currently
exists.

The additional housing units con-
tribute to meet our affordable hous-
ing requirement, which mandates a
20 units per acre density, of which 20
percent of the housing units must be
deemed affordable. In addition, the
housing units will help provide the
critical mass of people to keep our
downtown businesses successful.

Some are concerned about permit-
ting five- and six-story buildings. I
understand these concerns, but the
Courts are forcing us to consider five-

and six-story buildings to comply with
the court-mandate of a 20 units per
acre density. However, the good news
is, by building up and not out, we can
preserve precious open space for our
community to enjoy in our downtown
for our Farmers’ Market, Scotch
Plains Day, and other activities.

Additionally, our Township Plan-
ners have mitigated height concerns
by requiring all floors above three
stories to be set-back by 10 feet, a
technique that has been used very
effectively in Princeton and other
towns to minimizing the impact of
five- and six-story buildings. Permit-
ting these heights in our downtown
instead of other areas will also pro-
tect our residential neighborhoods
from over-development.

This is an excellent plan that out-
lines standards and guidelines for ar-
chitecture, permitted uses, signage,
parking, streetscape, infrastructure,
traffic circulation, and public arts,
while making efforts to maintain our
character and history.

This plan gives the Township Coun-
cil full negotiating power with devel-
opers to best develop our public prop-
erties. We expect many proposals to
come forward through a design com-
petition amongst developers to final-
ize an outstanding plan.

I’d like to thank all the residents,
business, and property owners who
helped write this plan. This has, and
will continue to be, a public-driven
process, and I strongly encourage my
Township Council colleagues to en-
dorse the plan on September 25, 2018
and issue a Request for Proposal
(RFP) to developers to keep the mo-
mentum going.

It’s really happening!
Mayor Al Smith

Scotch Plains

During last Wednesday’s walk
around of the Gumbert Park ice rink
space, Mayor Brindle claimed
Westfield was being a good neighbor
to folks impacted by this ill-conceived
project. I am one of those neighbors
and I take offense to her statement.

Does a good neighbor put a mon-
strosity in place without thoroughly
vetting the project and include those
affected in the discussions? Does a
good neighbor then claim they do not
have to follow Westfield’s own ordi-
nances for height, sound and more?
Does a good neighbor get Green Acres
approval for one version of the plan
and then change it to include seven
trailers? Does a good neighbor claim
the ice rink is temporary and then
suggest it will be there for more than

one season (up to five) and impose it
on the neighborhood for six months
not four? Does a good neighbor put a
dumpster and portable toilets directly
across the street from residences?

My neighbors and I all agree an ice
rink is a terrific idea…but the chosen
location is just wrong. Instead of tak-
ing the time to find a safe location
with ample parking, away from a busy
street, the mayor and council pro-
ceeded to approve this without due
consideration. They should be
ashamed. Those of us who see the
park every day know that this is an
accident waiting to happen. We will
continue to share our concerns as the
project moves forward.

Christine Spear
Garwood

Unions, Political Groups Spent
$170.4 Mil. to Influence Trenton

Autumn Events Invite Us to Learn
About Our Communities, Ourselves

Special-interest spending on political campaigns
amounted to more than $170.4 million in 2017,
according to a report released September 12 by the
New Jersey Election Law Enforcement Commis-
sion (NJ ELECT). The years 2013 and 2017 were
both gubernatorial election years. The commission
said its report shows how “direct contributions and
independent spending” influence elections.

Leading the list of the top 25 spending special-
interest groups is the New Jersey Education Asso-
ciation (NJEA), the teachers union, which totaled
$9.9 million, including $951,605 in contributions,
$8.5 million in independent spending, and $512,656
in lobbying. The NJEA spent millions of dollars last
year in a failed attempt to unseat State Senate Presi-
dent Stephen Sweeney (D-3rd, Gloucester), as the
union was angry over changes in pensions and other
benefits pushed through by Mr. Sweeney and former
Governor Chris Christie.

In terms of out-of-state political spending, both
the Democratic and Republican Governors Associa-
tions spent big-time in the New Jersey election. The
Democratic Governors Association spent $3.2 mil-
lion compared to its Republican counterpart, who
spent $2.4 million. Almost all the donations for both
sides were listed as independent spending.

Also, the General Majority PAC (Political Action
Committee), described as a super PAC connected to
South Jersey Democrats, i.e., George Norcross, spent
a total of nearly $7 million in 2017. New Jerseyans

for a Better Tomorrow, a super PAC tied to Senate
President Sweeney, spent $6.4 million, while the
Committee to Build the Economy, a super PAC run
by a Democratic operative that backed Governor
Phil Murphy, spent $6.5 million.

In terms of labor union spending, the Northeast
Regional Council of Carpenters of NJ PEC (New
Jersey Professional Engineers of Construction) and
affiliates spent $5.4 million, of which a little over $3
million was from independent spending, with an-
other $2.2 million in contributions, although only
$90,791 came from lobbying. IBEW (International
Brotherhood of Electrical Workers) Affiliates spent
$4.3 million, with the Operating Engineers Locals
825 and 68 spending $3.5 million, while the Plumb-
ers and Pipefitters spent nearly $2 million.

Hospital lobbyists also spent a lot in political
donations. The New Jersey Hospital Association
spent $888,132, with Saint Joseph’s Healthcare Sys-
tem spending $655,506. By comparison, of its $2.7
million in political spending, Horizon Blue Cross
Blue Shield of New Jersey spent $2.5 million in
lobbying.

Whether it is to get control of the Governor’s
office or trying to influence lawmakers, PACs and
those who work for unions are continuing to push
their propaganda. Last year it was Trenton and this
year it is Washington, D.C., as evidenced by the large
amount of cable ads that have been broadcast for
weeks now in the U.S. Senate and House elections.

The arrival of autumn brings myriad opportunities
to learn more about our communities and ourselves.
Multiple events designed to appeal to families and
individuals of all ages are planned now through the
holiday season. Collectively they celebrate our past
and present, provide platforms to meet and greet, and
highlight ways to get involved through volunteerism.

Last weekend, Fanwood kicked off this fall’s
round of street fairs and festivals in our immediate
area with Fanny Wood Day, its signature festival.
This Sunday, September 23, the Greater Westfield
Area Chamber of Commerce will present its annual
FestiFall celebration in downtown Westfield. A pair
of festivals will cap off the month, on Saturday and
Sunday, September 29 and 30, beginning with the
Westfield Historical Society’s 10th annual AppleFest
on Saturday on the grounds of the Reeves History
and Cultural Resource Center in Westfield. The rain
date is the following day. On Sunday, Union County
will be “Rockin’ the Reservation” with live music
and hands-on family activities at the Trailside Na-
ture and Science Center in Mountainside. This event
was formerly called Harvest Festival.

The Township of Scotch Plains also will give
autumn her due with its Scotch Plains Day Fall
Family Festival in the downtown on Saturday, Octo-
ber 7. As area residents gear up for Halloween,
Westfield will salute one of its most famous native

sons with the debut of the town-wide AddamsFest
celebration October 26 to 28.

Complementing these hallmarks of fall in our
towns are the many seasonal and themed activities
taking place now through December at local historic
sites such as Westfield’s Miller-Cory House Mu-
seum, Scotch Plains’ Osborn Cannonball House
Museum, Mountainside’s Deacon Andrew Hetfield
House and the Crane-Phillips House Museum in
Cranford. All of these and more also will be part of
the county’s annual “Four Centuries in a Weekend”
festivities October 20 and 21.

While perhaps best known for their vendor wares,
food and entertainment aspects, all of these events
also offer us the chance to “unplug” for a while,
interact with family, friends and neighbors, and get
newly or reacquainted with our towns. In addition to
outdoor recreation, street fairs encourage support
for local merchants and provide an informal venue to
learn about civic and volunteer opportunities and
perhaps chat with elected officials or those who
aspire to represent us in the future. Community
historic sites, meanwhile, give us a first-hand look at
how early New Jerseyans lived, worked and spent
their leisure time. We believe the programs they
feature are especially valuable as history lessons for
children beyond the classroom, but also as a means
for all of us to stay connected to our heritage.

Bramnick: State May
Remove Parents Option

On Schools
TRENTON – Assembly Minority

Leader Jon Bramnick (R-21st,
Westfield) spoke last Wednesday
against reports that the Murphy ad-
ministration is considering settling a
pending case against the state filed by
retired state Supreme Court Justice
Gary Stein in May without any input
from parents and school boards.

“Taking away a parent’s option to
send their child to a school in their
home district is not negotiable,” said
Asm. Bramnick (R-Union). “Trenton
should not stop your children from
attending your neighborhood school.
Before the administration moves for-
ward parents should know what the
potential consequences are for their
kids.”

Gun Buyback To Be
Held Sat., October 27
COUNTY – On Saturday, October

27, Union County residents with un-
wanted guns in their possession can
turn them in for up to $250 each at
either of two locations in Elizabeth
and Plainfield. Anyone turning in a
gun may do so anonymously.

Gun buybacks are designed to en-
able anyone to turn in any gun, in any
condition, with no questions asked.
The program provides for residents
to turn in up to three firearms and
receive up to $250 for each weapon.

People with guns to turn in can
bring them between the hours of 9
a.m. and 4 p.m. to The Macedonia
Baptist Church, at 1251 Fairmount
Avenue, Elizabeth or The Visions of
God Family Worship Church, 350
Leland Avenue, Plainfield. Partici-
pants are advised that weapons trans-
ported by car must be put in a closed
container and kept in the trunk.

To reduce any risk of theft or mis-
hap, participants are also advised to
proceed directly to the drop-off loca-
tion, without making any stops for
errands or social calls.

The gun buyback event is supported
by the Union County Board of Cho-
sen Freeholders and sponsored by the
Union County Prosecutor and the
Union County Sheriff with the Union
County Division of Police and the
police departments of the cities of
Elizabeth and Plainfield.

For questions about the buyback
event, call the Union County Depart-
ment of Public Safety at (908) 654-
9816.

Union County Freeholders
Elizabeth, New Jersey

(908) 527-4200
Ed Oatman, Mgr., eoatman@ucnj.org

Sergio Granados, chair
sgranados@ucnj.org

Sebastian D’Elia, Public Info.
(908) 527-4419
sdelia@ucnj.org

Build It And
They Will Come

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Bibelot – A small object whose

value lies in its beauty or rarity
2. Pennach – A plume or bunch of

flowers
3. Insouciance – Gay; lighthearted
4. Titivate – To dress up

USSUK
1. The bearded seal
2. A Scottish grandfather or great grand-

father
3. A long handled battle-ax
4. A large basket; a wicker basket for

carrying loads
CYNANCHE

1. A center of attraction; anything that
attracts attention

2. Canine; doglike
3. An inflammation of the throat or

windpipe causing difficulty in breathing
and swallowing

4. The constellation Ursa Minor
LIBIDINOUS

1. Self-absorbed, self-loving
2. Free spirited; open minded
3. Very lighthearted; overly cheerful
4. Lustful, lewd

SHELD
1. To gnaw or chew
2. Variegated or spotted
3. In the know; up to date
4. Shameful; corrupt
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