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Judge Hely Swears In CASA
Volunteers From Area

COUNTY — State Superior
Court Judge James Hely adminis-
tered oaths last week to Court Ap-
pointed Special Advocates (CASA)
of Union County volunteers from
Cranford, Elizabeth, Fanwood, Hill-
side, Linden, Plainfield, Rahway,
Roselle, Summit and Westfield, be-
fore they were matched to a foster
youth or sibling set ranging from
birth to age 21. After court observa-
tion of experienced CASA volun-
teers in action, the new advocates
will meet their assigned youth.

Volunteers with CASA are extra eyes
and ears for family law judges hearing
cases involving abused, neglected or
abandoned children removed from
home and placed in foster care. With
court-ordered access to such parties as
foster parents, doctors, caseworkers,
therapists and teachers, the advocates
incorporate findings into court reports
for the judge and work to ensure the
youth’s needs are met and best inter-
ests are protected.

Carolyn Colonna of Fanwood said
she became an advocate “because I
felt something pulling at me to help
children...The mission of Court Ap-
pointed Special Advocates of Union
County really spoke to me. I am the
proud mom of two young adults. I
love being a mom, and I feel called to
help children both know they can be
heard and to be a reliable presence in
a child’s life.”

Scotch Plains resident Judy Sturm
said she decided to become a CASA
“after spending many years as an of-
ficer for a local non-profit board. I
wanted an opportunity to work directly
with those who needed help the most. I
am looking forward to making a posi-
tive difference in the life of a child.”

“When someone asks me how I
joined CASA,” noted Judy Eisenhardt
of Cranford, “I tell them, ‘I didn’t find
CASA. CASA found me.’ I first heard
about CASA seven years ago when my
daughter went to college and joined a
sorority that supports CASA. Since
then, I saw a jury duty presentation and
a good friend became a CASA volun-
teer. The idea was always in the back
of my mind, but the timing wasn’t
right. After my youngest graduated
college, my friend persuaded me to
give it a try, and here I am. Our training
was thorough and I learned a lot about
what children in the foster system ex-
perience. I’m looking forward to sup-
porting a child, giving them a voice
and ensuring outcomes are in their
best interest.” Also sworn in from
Cranford was Dorothy Wolf.

Westfield’s Joyce Williams says she
was “drawn to Court Appointed Spe-
cial Advocates of Union County be-
cause its mission is to advocate for
each child and their distinctive situa-
tion. As a CASA volunteer, I can have
a practical role in ending the cycle of
dehumanization for at least one child.”

 Joyce Williams Judy Eisenhardt

Carolyn Colonna Judy Sturm

Some things just
aren’t a good fit.
The New Jersey Lottery offers many fun and entertaining games, 
but these games are not meant for children. For more tips, 
information, and resources about playing the lottery responsibly, 
visit NJLottery.com.

Lottery is not child’s play.

Must be 18 or older to buy a lottery ticket. Please play responsibly.
If you or someone you know has a gambling problem, call 1-800-GAMBLER®.

Garwood Candidates Slated
To Appear at Two Forums

GARWOOD – For the seventh con-
secutive year, candidates seeking of-
fice in Garwood will discuss the is-
sues facing the borough at forums
sponsored by residents of The Pointe,
the condominium complex between
Maple and Chestnut Streets.

Candidates for borough council will
square off on Thursday, October 18,
while mayoral hopefuls will appear a
week later, on Thursday, October 25.
Both sessions will start at 7:30 p.m. in
the clubhouse at The Pointe.

All Garwood voters have been in-
vited to attend the forums and have
been asked to submit questions that
may be asked of the candidates. Ques-

tions may be sent to
PointeForum@gmail.com.

“Every year since 2012, Pointe resi-
dents have planned, organized and
underwritten these meetings,” said
Christine Spear, president of the con-
dominium complex’s board. “We be-
lieve the forums are an important
public service because there is no
other opportunity for Garwood vot-
ers to see the candidates in action.”

Light refreshments will be served after
the formal discussions. Parking is avail-
able in the large lot behind the commer-
cial buildings on North Avenue between
Maple and Chestnut Streets. A stairway
leads from the lot to the clubhouse.

Watson Coleman to Open
Campaign Headquarters

PRINCETON – Congresswoman
Bonnie Watson Coleman (D-12th,
Trenton) opened her “blue wave”
campaign headquarters, located at 220
Alexander Road in Princeton, on Sep-
tember 12.

The Congresswoman was to be
joined by the Planned Parenthood
Action Fund as well as by Con-
gressional hopefuls Josh Welle,
who  is challenging Rep. Chris
Smith (R-4th, Freehold) and Tom
Malinowski, who is running against
Rep.  Leonard Lance (R-7th,
Westfield).

Rep. Watson Coleman has already
been coordinating with each cam-
paign, including that of 3rd Con-

gressional District challenger Andy
Kim, to call into their districts to
help get out the vote, and her office
will hold phone banks and coordi-
nate with campaigns for action days
for canvassers.

“This year’s election is critically
important to the future of our state
and our nation and we must do ev-
erything in our power to turn Red
districts to Blue on November 6,”
Rep. Watson Coleman said.

“We’ve all seen what happens
when individuals stand idly by and
expect positive outcomes without
doing the work required to achieve
those results, and we cannot allow
that to happen again,” she said.

Zoning Bd. Okays House
Of Worship on South Ave.

Bramnick: State May
Omit Parents’ Option

On Where to School Kids
TRENTON – Assembly Minority

Leader Jon Bramnick (R-21st,
Westfield) spoke last Wednesday
against reports that the Murphy ad-
ministration is considering settling a
pending case against the state filed by
retired state Supreme Court Justice
Gary Stein in May without any input
from parents and school boards.

“Taking away a parent’s option to
send their child to a school in their home
district is not negotiable,” said Asm.
Bramnick. “Trenton should not stop your
children from attending your neighbor-
hood school. Before the administration
moves forward parents should know
what the potential consequences are for
their kids.”

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD – The zoning board
of adjustment on Monday unani-
mously approved Destiny Living
Ministries to operate a house of wor-
ship at 570 South Avenue East – Build-
ing A.

Destiny Living Ministries’ Rever-
end Brian Taylor stated that the church
has 20 to 30 parishioners with an
open-door policy to interested indi-
viduals. Destiny Living is described
as a “Christian fellowship” or “a fam-
ily-oriented ministry” delivering a
“comfortable atmosphere” where “ca-
sual attire” is welcomed, stated Rev-
erend Taylor.

 The applicant was seeking rental
space at 570 South Avenue East in
the Cranford Business Park, stated
Destiny Living Ministries attorney
Thomas E. Dooley Jr. The structure
is an existing two-story office build-
ing comprising 70,000 square feet
with 385 off-street parking spaces,
stated Mr. Dooley.

Because houses of worship or re-
ligious institutions are not allowed
per town ordinance in C-2 zones,
the applicant needed approval from
the board of adjustment, Mr. Dooley
said. The applicant did not propose
any alterations to the existing struc-
ture nor was Destiny Living asking
for additional parking spaces, stated
Mr. Dooley.

Cranford parking regulations re-
quire houses of worship to supply one
parking space per three seats or one
parking space per 72 inches of pew
length, stated Mr. Dooley. The appli-
cant has proposed 10 pews totaling
1,152 inches of pew length, stated
Mr. Dooley. The proposed pews
would require 16 parking spaces to
be provided, he said.

The church’s office section requires
four parking spaces be provided as
per Cranford parking regulations,
stated Mr. Dooley. The parking spaces
required is 20 spaces. The previous
renter or office use required 20 spaces
as well, stated Mr. Dooley.

He said legal precedence suggests
houses of worship have been ruled
upon in New Jersey courts as always
“being beneficial to the community.”

Zoning board member Jeffrey Pis-
tol said the applicant will benefit the
community and no development is
needed that would negatively impact
the municipality or zoning code.

Zoning board member David
Salomon said the applicant occupy-
ing space in an industrial zone is not

a negative. Mr. Salomon said it is
“often a struggle to find good occu-
pants” (beneficial to the community)
in industrial zones.

“It’s always beneficial when some-
one finds spirit or faith,” said zoning
board member Kevin Illing, describ-
ing the positive impact the church can
provide for Cranford residents and
neighbors.

The congregation will meet weekly
on Sundays occupying the building
between the hours of 10:30 a.m. and
12:30 p.m. for church services, stated
Reverend Taylor.

Reverend Taylor stated that life
classes will be available to the public
on Wednesdays from 7:30 to 9 in the
evening.

In other business, applicants
Brendan and Jessica Freely, 110
Herning Avenue, were unanimously
approved to construct a roof addition
and screened-in enclosure to an exist-
ing non-conforming wood deck.
Township ordinance requires a 28.3-
foot rear-yard setback. The applicant
proposed a 16.11-foot rear-yard set-
back. Township ordinance requires a
36.5-percent minimum building cov-
erage, where the applicants’ proposed
building coverage was 30 percent.

Ms. Freely stated that their deck
was beginning to corrode and would
be fully restored to accommodate
their family and guests. Ms. Freely
said her back yard is not useable
during summer months or when
mosquitoes are active. The family’s
home is near a wooded area, creat-
ing an environment with increased
instances of mosquito bites, stated
Ms. Freely.

They have tried mosquito repellents,
and even with the town “spraying for
mosquitoes,” she said the mosquitos
remain a constant problem for people
situated in the backyard.

 “I know what it is like to have an
open deck,” Mr. Salomon said.

Mr. Illing said his back yard is
unusable at times because mosqui-
toes presence remains constant dur-
ing warmer months.

NAMI Program Sept. 26
To Focus on Young Adults

SCOTCH PLAINS — NAMI-
Union County, an affiliate of the Na-
tional Alliance on Mental Illness, in-
vites the public to attend a presenta-
tion by Dr. Thomas Massarelli on
Wednesday, September 26, at 7:30
p.m., on “Bi-Polar, Depression and
Anxiety Disorders in Young Adults.”

Dr. Massarelli will help partici-
pants understand the diagnosis of a
loved one and discuss treatments,
issues and resources. This NAMI-
sponsored talk will be held at the
RWJ Rahway Fitness & Wellness
Center, located at 2120 Lamberts
Mill Road, Scotch Plains.

Dr. Massarelli is employed at Se-
ton Hall University as co-chair of the
Professional Psychology and Family
Therapy Department and the director

of the School Psychology Program
and has taught courses in child and
adolescent psychopathology, learn-
ing and behavior modification, and
personality assessment. He received
his MA, E.Ds. and Ph.D. from Seton
Hall University.

He is a certified school psycholo-
gist and was employed by the
Middlesex County Vocational-Tech-
nical Schools for more than 25 years.
He has interned at UMDNJ and
Monmouth Medical Center, worked
for three years at the Cambridge
Evaluation Center as a psychologist
using biofeedback to help children
with ADHD, and also has been an
adjunct instructor at Kean Univer-
sity teaching courses in child and
adolescent development.


