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Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
BACK TO SCHOOL WELLNESS...Dietitian Victoria Coglianese hands out
samples and information at the Garwood ShopRite Back to School Wellness
Festival on Sunday.

Calvary Lutheran Church
Plans Mattress Fundraiser

CRANFORD — The Calvary
Lutheran Church will hold a Mat-
tress Fundraiser on Sunday, Sep-
tember 23, from 11 a.m. to 5
p.m., during which Calvary’s Fel-
lowship Hall will be transformed
into a “mattress showroom.”

Calvary Lutheran Church wants
to provide a warm bed for those
in need and invites the commu-
nity to join the congregation for
this “God’s Work, Our Hands”
day of service. Calvary will sell
mattresses to benefit New Jer-
sey Battered Women’s Services,
Luther Haven home for the dis-
abled, and Homefront Social and
Welfare Services.

“We have a great opportunity
to help people here,” said Meg
Spatz, SERVE coordinator for
Calvary. “Think of the woman
escaping domestic violence who
only wants a safe place to sleep
for herself and her children. Think
of families outside in the ele-
ments and how comforting a

warm bed is on a cold night.
Organizations like Jersey Bat-
tered Women’s Services and
Homefront provide this comfort
and we have a chance to help
them.”

According to Calvary, partici-
pants can purchase one or more
Simmons Beautyrest mattresses
for their home — the same mat-
tresses on sale at any Macy’s or
Simmons factory store, but for
up to 50 percent less. A portion
of the cost will go towards the
purchase of another mattress to
be donated. Individuals also may
purchase a mattress to donate,
or join with others and buy a
mattress to donate together.

New bedding, new pillows and
monetary contributions also are
welcome.

Calvary Lutheran Church is lo-
cated at 108 Eastman Street,
Cranford. For more information,
call (908) 276-2418 or go to
calvarycranford.com.

More Letters to the Editor
I Will Cast My Ballot For

Sara Todisco For Garwood Mayor
I have lived in Garwood since I

moved here as a baby in 1936. In
my lifetime, I have seen many
changes in Garwood from many
dirt roads and woods to residen-
tial streets and a newly installed
underpass bridge.

I remember being afraid to
cross from the north to south
side of town over the tracks by a
wooden bridge and the under-
pass was a welcome change.

While many changes have oc-
curred over the decades, one
thing will not change and that is
the small town charm. We are a
place where it is easy to get to
know your neighbors and even
your elected officials.

I am confident that Sara Todisco
will look out for Garwood’s best
interests when elected Mayor.
She is a lifelong resident who
cares about the people of this
town and helps them, including
me. If you call her, she answers
right away or returns your phone

call. Each year, she helps me
navigate the process of getting a
mail-in ballot. She helps every-
one, from seniors like me to the
youth.

Sara has deep roots in Garwood
that go back generations. I even
knew her great-grandmother and
she was a dear friend of mine. I
remember her great-
grandfather’s barber shop on
North Avenue. Later, her grand-
father set up a printing company
in town and her great uncle a
trophy shop. She understands
the importance of having a thriv-
ing business community in town.

This November, I will proudly
cast my ballot for Sara Todisco
for Mayor because she has a big
heart for Garwood and its people.
I’ve been looking forward to this
since she started getting involved
in local politics several years ago.

Helen Kilburg
Garwood

On Election Day I Will Cast
My Vote For Sara Todisco

As, I look to the coming elec-
tion and the well being of our
small town. One candidate stands
out in my mind, Democrat Sara
Todisco. Over the years I have
had the pleasure of getting to
know this candidate fairly well.

Ms. Todisco is extremely in-
volved with the youth of Garwood.
She is part of the Education Foun-
dation of Garwood, which is a
tax-free volunteer run organiza-
tion joining the schools and the
community in the pursuit of edu-
cational excellence. She was a
softball coach for the Garwood
Little League’s girls softball team,

where she taught my daughter
and many others the love of the
game.

Even when Ms. Todisco is not
directly involved in an event, she
can always be found amongst
the spectators rooting our chil-
dren on. The children know when
they see her around town, they
have a confidant, a guide, some-
one who will always help them
see the good in themselves.

I like that Ms. Todisco is trans-
parent with her intentions and
town concerns. For example,
she’s an open book when it comes

to any issue, from redevelop-
ment to where our tax dollars are
being used. She is active in the
community, making sure the pub-
lic knows what they need to know.
Everything from emergency situ-
ations that arise, to town meet-
ing times and dates, and even
notes from the meetings so those
who couldn’t attend are kept
abreast.

I, myself am a third-generation
Garwood resident who is now
raising my own children here. My
grandparents moved to Garwood
from Shamokin, Pa. to raise their
four children. They worked at
Diamond Expansion Bolt Com-
pany, Inc. on North Avenue.
Growing up in a small town like
Garwood the “ties that bind us”
rings very true. We as a commu-
nity are always looking out for
one another, like a big family.
Ms. Todisco, being a fourth-gen-
eration Garwood native, personi-
fies what “small town, big heart”
stands for. She is attentive to all
the town’s needs, and brings at-
tention to things that require
care and sees them through to
completion. Come Election Day I
will be casting my vote for Sara
Todisco — a compassionate, com-
mitted, rooted, and stronger can-
didate. With Sara Todisco as our
mayor, I believe Garwood has
the opportunity to continue to
flourish.

Staciemarie Hoffman
Garwood
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