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 Fall 2016 Open House Schedule

 Sunday, October 2 • 1-3 p.m.
Thursday, October 20 • 6:45 - 8:15 p.m.

 Fall 2018 Open House Schedule

 Sunday, September 30 • 1-3 p.m.

Thursday, October 25 • 6:45 - 8:15 p.m.

Oratory Prep has a tradition of excellence that is unmatched. For 110 years, we’ve 

Today, that tradition still stands. Our students are versatile. Our academics are 

rigorous. Our culture is anchored in mutual respect and traditional Catholic values. 

Excellence is not what we do, it’s who we are.

This fall, we invite you to visit our beautiful campus to experience all that Oratory 

championship winning athletic teams, meet our dedicated and friendly faculty and 

For more information: 908-273-1084 ext. 1 or 

admissions@oratoryprep.org • oratoryprep.org

Preparing lives for the future? 
It’s in our DNA.

How to Measure the Life of a Man
In Hamilton Stage’s Rent

By SUSAN MYRILL DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

RAHWAY — Musical magic was
created in Rahway this weekend. No
sleight of hand, but spectacular vocals
and energetic, inventive choreogra-
phy backed by top-notch pit musicians
and brilliant direction made the audi-
ences of the sold-out performances of
the rock musical Rent stand and scream
with delight at Hamilton Stage.

When Taye McQueen, the winner
of the 2017 ICON competition was
selected the victor in the vocal finals
held at Union County Performing Arts
Center (UCPAC), part of her prize
package was to select and star in a
musical of her choice. She chose Rent,
she said, to “provide opportunities

for other artists to be showcased.”
Great sound designed by Tim James

make every word discernable. Bruce
Cruz, while playing keyboard, con-
ducts the other four musicians -- the
beat throbs, the guitars wail, and the
balance between singer and instru-
ments is near perfect. Choreography
by Phil Solomon, carried out by Dance
Captain Maleesa Lamatina provide a
fluidity juxtaposed with grit and raw-
ness that echoes Jonathan Larson’s
vision of his book, lyrics and music.

Mark (Justin Brown), the narrator,
introduces us to the storyline that his
movie camera records throughout. It’s
Christmas Eve and landlord Benny
(Christopher J. Guell) is a buzzkill with
the news that he wants overdue back

rent. And, so, the conflict begins.
Loosely based on Giacomo Puccini’s

opera La Boheme, Rent is situated in
the East Village in New York City,
where junkie/exotic dancer Mimi (Taye
McQueen) is dying of AIDS.

Artistic Director Brian Remo of
UCPAC, and brilliant director of this
show, has once again outdone himself
in assembling an unforgettable cast,
each outstanding in the multiple roles
they play. In the role of Angel, the drag
queen, Michael Miguel, struts in silver
high heels that match his amazing high
falsetto notes that are just as silvery.

Outstanding numbers include
“Tango Maureen” with Maureen’s
former boyfriend Mark and current
girlfriend Joanne (Jesse Principale)
lamenting the tricks and maneuvers
of Maureen (the ferociously talented
Cat Tierney). “Light My Candle” is a
haunting seduction sung by Mimi,
who shows depth and emotional range
in all her numbers. She’s paired with
Roger, a vocal superstar named Rob-
ert Bannon. The top of Act II opens
with the familiar “Seasons of Love”
that is sung and staged powerfully.
The iconic “Take Me or Leave Me”
by Maureen and Joanne thrill. Also
stellar in their roles are Kyrus Keenan
Westcott as Tom Collins, Maria Alessi
as Alexi Darling and Christopher J.
Guell as Benny.

At the finale, there were many damp
eyes being dabbed. This is a theatri-
cal night to remember.

Rent runs three more performances
on Friday, September 14 and 15 at 8
p.m. and Sunday, September 16, at 2
p.m. Go to the UCPAC website at
www.ucpac.org to see if you can snag
one of the last seats available.
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ALL THE RAGE...The raging character of Roger, played masterfully by Robert
Bannon, tells Mimi, played by the 2017 ICON winner Taye McQueen, of his plans.
The two are backed up by an impressive company of performers who don’t hold
back in Rent directed by Brian Remo and produced by Jessica Foerst.

Building Relationships and
Education One Brick at a Time

By SUSAN MYRILL DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

UNION -- The first professional
production of Brick City by Nicole
Pandolfo opened last weekend at Pre-
miere Stages, Kean University’s pro-
fessional theatre. The play is a two-
year collaborative effort with New
Jersey Performing Arts Center
(NJPAC) Stage Exchange, Premiere
Stages and New Jersey Theatre Alli-
ance to produce the first full Equity
production of Ms. Pandolfo’s play.

The two-act drama is set in New-
ark, which is nicknamed Brick City
because it is the most populous city in
the United States. Jessie (Madison
Ferris), an electric scooter bound,
wise-cracking, high school senior girl
and Darnell (Chris Grant), the star
player of Liberty High School’s bas-
ketball team, are thrown together in
an afterschool study period. They get
help from Veronica Vega (Jacqueline
Correa), a compassionate teacher who
sees the poverty in which the children
live and the poor school system and
she wants to do the impossible –
make a difference in the lives of her
students.

From the get go, Veronica presses
her young charges to share their goals
for their forced 3 p.m. Monday and
Friday study periods together. Darnell
needs to pull up his average to be
eligible to continue to play basketball
and earn a scholarship to college
through his talents. Unless his grades
improve, he won’t be able to play in
the upcoming games and the finals
where scouts from big schools could
see him and recruit him. So, his re-
solve is strong and the stakes are high
for doing well.

Jessie, on the other hand, needs to
pull up her grade in her yearbook
class in order to be named photogra-
pher of the yearbook. She’s often late
to school, which can endanger her
standing for graduating. With a high-
end camera slung around her neck,
and a chip on her shoulder, she par-
ticipates in the beauty of the world
through a zoom lens.

In the early exposition, Darnell calls
the teacher by her first name and
through Jessie’s prodding, we learn
that Veronica used to be married to
his cousin, Rogelio (Rafael Benoit).
The older cousin spent five years in
jail for his “creative” profession of
credit card fraud. During that time,
Veronica’s and Rogelio’s lives have
been changed through education,
however it has not necessarily
changed their philosophies of life.
Rogelio’s entry into the picture threat-
ens not only the teacher but the bas-
ketball player as well.

Fine acting and direction are sup-
ported by a team of behind-the-scenes
talent: set design (Bethanie Wampol
Watson), costume design (Izzy
Fields), lighting design (Greg
Solomon) and sound design (Mat-
thew Fischer). Director Jessi D. Hill
propels the well-paced drama and
draws on the credible characters por-
trayed by her actors to present a play
that showcases school and societal
problems in underfunded, impover-
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SHE’S A BRICK...Two students in need of pulling up their grades at high school
meet in an after-school study period. Pictured, left to right, are: Madison Ferris
as Jessie and Chris Grant as Darnell in the Premiere Stages production of Brick
City by Nicole Pandolfo.

ished communities.
The playwright mentions in the pro-

gram notes that she herself grew up in
Jersey’s struggling public schools. Her
salvation rested with “great mentors,
some luck to get into the advanced
classes and a lot of support.” If only
all students could be that fortunate to
find their way out of the maze of
poverty and crime, what a world we
might have.

Brick City runs through September
23 at Kean University’s newly created
and named Bauer Boucher Theatre Cen-
ter, located at Vaughn Eames Hall, 1000
Morris Avenue, Union. Tickets are avail-
able by calling (908) 737-7469 or visit
Premiere Stages online at
www.premierestageskean.com.

A bonus of this show is a series of free
post-show discussions with commu-
nity leaders, local experts and artists
involved with the production after se-
lect matinee performances – Septem-
ber 15 and 22 at 3 p.m. Pre-show infor-
mal talks are offered every Saturday
evening before the 8 p.m. curtain.


