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– Obituaries –

Fairview to Commemorate
Its History September 23

In the year 1867, several prominent
Westfield residents gathered in the
basement of the Presbyterian Church
to discuss the need for a final burial
place for their dead. This conversation
was in line with a growing philosophy
that the town should designate a burial
space, outside of the developing town.

The Rural Cemetery Movement, as
it came to be known, was the establish-
ment of cemeteries throughout the
United States. The first cemetery was
established in 1831 in the City of Bos-
ton and was known as Mount Auburn.
Prior to this, the dead were typically
laid to rest in church cemeteries, or in
family plots. What the senior states-
men and citizens of Westfield came to
realize was that a town cemetery was
needed to relieve the eventual over-
crowding in the local churchyards.

These men had the foresight and
wisdom, on behalf of the communi-
ties of Westfield and Cranford, to
select a site, on what then was de-
scribed as the “public road leading to
Springfield, about one and a half miles
from the depot of the Central Rail-
road in Westfield, and about the same
distance from the Cranford Station;
convenient for each village, and at
the same time not too far for the
accommodation of Springfield.”

The location, now known as
Fairview Cemetery, located at the end
of East Broad Street, was formerly
known as Mount Pleasant. The origi-
nal site consisted of 15 acres of roll-
ing hills and had views of the country-
side in every direction.

To that end, on January 13, 1868,
the organization of Fairview Cem-
etery Association was formed. The
first trustees and Westfield founding
fathers, all of whom, with one excep-
tion, have been laid to rest at Fairview,
included such venerable names as
Albert A. Drake, Squier Pierson, Ed-
ward B. Edgar, John Q. Dudley, Orren
Pierson, Gideon E. Ludlow, Nathaniel
G. Foster, Moses T. Crane, James T.
Pierson, William W. Connoly, Lyman
H. Pierson, Matthias Clark and
Chauncey B. Ripley.

In September of that same year, a

dedication was held on the cemetery
grounds, led by the Reverend Philemon
E. Coe, the rector of what is now St.
Paul’s Episcopal Church, and the Rev-
erend E.B. Edgar, the minister of the
Presbyterian Church, who then said,
“The occasion that has convened us, to
an intelligent, thoughtful mind, is one
of surpassing interest. We are setting
apart a plot of ground where our dead
may be buried and we instinctively put
ourselves among the multitude who
may find here a resting place — who
may sleep here in this cemetery.”

Fairview commemorated its his-
tory and service to the community
with its sesquicentennial on April 29,
2018. The event was well attended by
the community and political repre-
sentatives, including Congressman
Leonard Lance (R-7th, Westfield) and
Mayor Shelley Brindle. Congressman
Lance presented the cemetery with a
United States Flag which had previ-
ously flown over the U.S. Capitol
Building, and a special commenda-
tion acknowledging the important and
historic role of Fairview Cemetery.
He was assisted in this endeavor by
Boy Scout Troop 72, which raised the
flag and led the Pledge of Allegiance.
Additionally, Mayor Brindle spoke
to those assembled on the contribu-
tions of Fairview to the community.

Following the ceremony, various
festivities were provided including a
jazz group, strolling actors who pro-
vided narratives of several signifi-
cant individuals who have been laid
to rest at Fairview, including Virginia
Apgar, and a singing quartet who
delighted the crowd with songs from
the turn of the century. A horse and
buggy ride was available to tour the
historic section of Fairview and re-
freshments were served.

On Sunday, September 23, at 4
p.m., the trustees of Fairview Cem-
etery will gather again to commemo-
rate the 150th anniversary of the origi-
nal dedication, and will be the recipi-
ent of a commendation from Assem-
bly Minority Leader Jon Bramnick
(R-21st, Westfield). The public is in-
vited to attend this commemoration.

SALUTE...Members of Boy Scout Troop 72 raise the United States Flag, which
was presented by Congressman Leonard Lance, during the commemoration last
spring of Fairview Cemetery’s sesquicentennial. The community is invited to
attend an observance of the 150th anniversary of the dedication of the Westfield
cemetery on Sunday, September 23, at 4 p.m.

Dr. Lewis ‘Sam’ Franklin Maxwell,
Enjoyed Travels With His Wife

Dr. Lewis “Sam” Franklin Max-
well died of a broken heart on Wednes-
day, August 22, 2018, following the
death of his cherished wife of 58
years, Linda Jane Johnson. She was
the love and center of his life and
passed in March of this year.

Sam was born on July 17, 1933,
into a prominent farming family re-
siding in Salem, West
Virginia. The youngest
of seven children, Sam
was born to Leeman
Bassel and Blonda (Ma-
son) Maxwell. He was
preceded in death by all
his siblings — sisters,
Esta “Louise” Bell, Ula
Virginia “Ginny” Gray,
Enid “Madelon” Piala
and Vanessa “Mae”
Nimorwicz, and broth-
ers, Leeman Mason
“Dink” Maxwell and Jo-
seph Churchill Maxwell.
He is survived by three
generations of loving nieces and
nephews.

Sam worked on the family farm in
his early years, then left West Vir-
ginia to attend The Ohio State Uni-
versity, where he earned a Bachelor
of Science degree in Agriculture and
a Doctorate of Veterinary Medicine.
It was while he was at Ohio State that
he had the good fortune to meet
Linda, who became his lifelong love
and companion.

Sam served his country in the United
States Army, where he rose to the rank
of Captain, providing veterinary care
to the cavalry corps at Fort Sill, Okla-
homa. Following his military service,
Sam returned to West Virginia, where
he had a small farm, operated a veteri-
nary practice, and taught a variety of
courses at Salem College.

Sam and Linda moved to Westfield,
New Jersey, when Sam accepted a
position providing veterinary care for
research animals at Bristol-Myers
Squibb. While in New Jersey, Sam

developed a love of sailing. He was a
member of the Metedeconk River
Yacht Club, and captained his sloop,
“Sam’s Song,” from their shore home
in New Jersey’s Brick Township. He
was a competition sailor, participating
in many races, but also enjoyed plea-
sure sailing in the bay with family and
friends, who were always welcomed.

Although he was a quiet
man, Sam was a devoted
student of the martial arts
and achieved the level of
Black Belt. He enjoyed
hunting and target shoot-
ing and was an avid and
talented wood-worker.

Following his career at
Bristol-Myers, Sam and
Linda retired to Linda’s
hometown of Delaware,
Ohio. However, they es-
caped Ohio winters by re-
siding at their second
home in Bradenton,
Florida, where Sam would

occasionally golf.
Always a voracious reader, Sam

became a patron of the local libraries
in Ohio and Florida. He consumed
books at an astonishing pace, and
appreciated all genres of literature.
He enjoyed traveling with Linda, and
together they explored much of the
United States. They also were able to
take several international trips, in-
cluding one tracking Sam’s ancestral
history, culminating with a visit to the
Maxwell castle in Scotland.

At Sam’s request, no formal memo-
rial service will be held in his honor.

Memorial contributions may be
made to the Alpha-1 Foundation, 2937
West 27th Avenue, Miami, FL 33133.

The Snyder-Rodman Funeral Cen-
ter of Delaware, Ohio, is assisting
the family.

To share a fond memory of Sam
or to offer a condolence to his fam-
ily,  please visi t
www.snyderfuneralhomes.com.
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Barbara (Bobby) Vliet, Beloved Mother,
Grandmother and Great-Grandmother
Barbara (Bobby) Baker Vliet, 93,

beloved mother, grandmother and
great-grandmother, passed away in
Albuquerque, N.M., on Tuesday,
August 21, 2018.

Born in Oak Park, Ill.,
on June 8, 1925 to
Homer Stanford Baker
and Grace Graham
Baker, Barbara was an
only child. On June 10,
1950, she married War-
ren Thomas Vliet, a fel-
low high school student
whom she met after
World War II. They
were married at The
Presbyterian Church in
Westfield, N.J. Her lov-
ing husband of 52 years
passed away in 2002.

She is survived by her
daughter Anne and her husband,
John Merkley, of Sandia Park, N.M.,
and their two children and three
grandchildren; her daughter Betsy,
of New York, N.Y.; her daughter
Sue of Albuquerque, N.M., and her
two children and two grandchildren;
her son, Thomas, of Albuquerque,
N.M.; and a sister-in-law, Audrey,
and her husband, Jim Simpson, of
Morris Plains, N.J.

Bobby graduated from Westfield
High School in 1943. She attended
Denison University in Granville,
Ohio, receiving a Bachelor of Arts in
History/English in 1947. Following
college, Bobby worked as a customer
service representative for the N.J.
Bell Telephone Company in New York
City for three years. She always said

working with the United Nations ac-
count was the best job ever.

Bobby was a housewife and ac-
tive volunteer in her church and

community. She served
as a secretary for the
Presbyterian Church
and president of the Y-
Teens and College Club
in Westfield. She was a
volunteer with the
schools’ PTAs, the Vet-
erans Hospital in
Lyons, N.J., and the
Girl Scouts.

Through the 1980s,
Bobby and Warren
lived in Clinton, N.J.
When Warren retired in
1990, they moved to
Rio Rancho, N.M., to
be closer to their chil-

dren and grandchildren. While in
New Mexico, Bobby volunteered as
a docent at the Albuquerque Mu-
seum, a deacon of the Rio Rancho
Presbyterian Church, and continued
her hospital volunteer work at a clinic
in Rio Rancho. She was an avid
reader and an accomplished knitter.
She loved to travel and enjoyed
watching sports, especially baseball.

There was a memorial service at
the Rio Rancho Presbyterian Church
on Friday, September 7, 2018. Dona-
tions in Bobby’s memory may be sent
to the Rio Rancho Presbyterian
Church, 1004 24th Street SE, Rio
Rancho, N.M. 87124, or to the Albu-
querque Museum, 2000 Mountain
Road NW, Albuquerque, N.M. 87104.
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William E. Elcome III, 72, Loved Life;
Was Devoted to Family and Friends

Bill, also known as Wink, Elcome,
72, died peacefully at home in Colo-
rado on Sunday, July 29, 2018, after a
long decline caused by a devastating
neurological condition. He is survived
by his sisters, Barbara Harris, Meredith
Elcome and Wendy Harris and her
husband, Alex; his life partner, Karen
Koop; nieces, Christine Pennington
and husband Phil, Nina
Harris and husband Chris,
and Celie Boley and hus-
band Jennings; nephew,
Jim Harris, and wife
Jamie; and grandnieces
and nephews, Katie, Josh,
Nicky and Sarah
Pennington, Will and
Sophie Harris, and Della
Boley.

Born in 1946, Bill
spent an active childhood
in Westfield, N.J., while
spending summers on the
island of Vinalhaven,
Me., to which he maintained a life-
long connection. He excelled in school
and was a born leader, receiving per-
fect 800 scores on the math SATs,
serving as Westfield High student
council president, and joining the high
school choir and swim team. He at-
tended Lehigh University, where he
again excelled academically and in
leadership, becoming president of his
freshman class and fraternity, Kappa
Alpha Society, and continuing his
interest in choral music as a member
of the Lehigh Glee Club. He earned a
Bachelor of Science in Chemical En-
gineering in 1968 and started work-
ing with IBM in Wilmington, Del.
His successful career with IBM
spanned 24 years, with a two-year
break in the early ’70s when he was
drafted by the U.S. Navy.

It was the Navy that brought Bill to
Washington, D.C., where he bought a
100-plus-year-old “fixer-upper” of a
townhouse just up from the White
House, near DuPont Circle. After a
complete restoration of the home, a
labor of love if ever there was one, he
moved into it in 1978 and remained
there until relocating to Karen’s home
in Highlands Ranch, Colo., in 2016.

Bill loved Washington and took advan-
tage of the myriad of activities and
associations it had to offer. Choral sing-
ing was a lifelong passion which he
realized as a member of both the Wash-
ington Chorus and the Choral Arts So-
ciety of Washington. He toured exten-
sively with both groups. He also sang
with the Foundry Methodist Church

Choir. He owned a Sabre
30 sloop which he sailed
for years on the Chesa-
peake Bay, and was an avid
bicyclist, covering many
miles on Washington bike
trails. After taking a bridge
to IBM retirement in 1992
and retiring in 1998, he
volunteered for Maine
Adaptive Skiing and con-
tinued ski vacations in As-
pen and New England. He
worked short stints with
Booz Allen and Hamilton
and USWeb and became a

pro bono computer consultant
extraordinaire for his less tech-savvy
friends and family (thank you, Wink!).

Bill was passionate about many
things in life, but his greatest passions
were his extended family and circle of
friends. He was a loving mate, an
involved son, a devoted and protec-
tive brother, a doting uncle, a generous
cousin, and a helpful and caring friend.
Although he had his disappointments
in life, his outgoing nature never
flagged, and he never failed to turn
fully towards any baby within reach!

The best way to celebrate Bill’s
life is to remember him for his
gregarious personality, his beauti-
ful voice, his intellect, and his
strong devotion to family and
friends. If you care to honor him,
donations in his memory may be
made to The Choral Arts Society of
Washington (https://choralarts.org/
), Rails-to-Trails Conservancy
(www.railstotrails.org), or Maine
Adaptive Sports and Recreation
(www.maineadaptive.org).

No memorial service is currently
planned. There may be a “Celebration
of Life” in D.C. at some future time.
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Author, Daughter to Visit
Library For ‘Apple A Day’

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch
Plains Public Library invites parents
and children to a special apple cel-
ebration entitled “An Apple A Day!”
on Saturday, September 22, from 2 to
4 p.m. Artist and author Leeza
Hernandez and her 11-year-old daugh-
ter, Liv, will share their favorite pieces
from what began as a simple mother-
daughter activity that quickly turned
into a 100-day apple-themed art
project. The project was documented
on Instagram (@leezaworks, 2016).

The local duo will give their per-
sonal take on how they survived the
project — and will demonstrate how
to make apple prints together. There
also will be some festive apple snacks
to enjoy and a special gift to take away.

Community members can be a part

of the art show, too. They can stop by
the library to pick up a piece of the
giant apple canvas to participate in a
community art project. Parents and
children are asked to create art on one
of the mosaic tiles together and return
the artwork and completed form no
later than Tuesday, September 18.
The mosaic will be constructed and
unveiled on September 22.

The artists have curated their favor-
ite pieces from the project and they
will be on display at the library from
September 22 through October 12.

For more information, go to
scotlib.org, e-mail library@scotlib.org,
call (908) 322-5007, extension no.
204, or stop by the Reference Desk.
The library is located at 1927 Bartle
Avenue, one block from Park Avenue.

Dorothy M. Demarais, 96, Had Been
Holy Trinity School Head Librarian

Dorothy M. Demarais, 96, of
Westfield passed away on Sunday,
September 9, 2018, at Genesis Care
Center in Lopatcong, N.J., where she
resided for the last seven years.

Dorothy was born on Christmas
Eve, 1921 in Port Chester, N.Y., to
Thomas and Margaret Grannells.
After her mother died when she
was three months old, Dorothy and
her brother Bill lived with an aunt
and uncle, Anne and William Reilly,
in Westfield. Dorothy graduated
from Westfield High School in
1940 and went to work, eventually
employed as a secretary for RKO
in New York City. She met her
husband, Ed, on Waterwitch Beach,
Atlantic Highlands, N.J., and they
married in 1947.

She returned to work in 1965 as a
volunteer in the new library at Holy
Trinity grammar school in Westfield.
In the late 70s she was offered the paid
position of head librarian and subse-
quently began taking library science
courses part time. Her beloved hus-
band, Ed, died suddenly in 1984 — he
had been her biggest supporter of her
studies, often bragging to friends about
the “A”s she earned on papers and
tests. To the surprise of no one who
knew her, Dorothy continued her stud-
ies and graduated cum laude from
Kean University in 1986 with a
bachelor’s degree. She retired in 1994
but continued for several years volun-
teering at the library.

Dorothy and Ed were active mem-
bers of the parish community at the
Holy Trinity Roman Catholic Church
in Westfield. Dorothy was involved
with the Rosary Society; the Mother’s
Guild and Parents Guild at the gram-
mar and high schools, respectively,
helping to run bingo, Cub Scouts and
Girl Scouts and various committees,
projects and fundraisers over the
years. Into her 80s Dorothy still at-
tended Mass daily, often walking the
mile to and from church. She also

washed and ironed altar linens and
was active in the parish Senior Social
Club, where she took on the responsi-
bility for buying and sending get-well
cards to members.

Dorothy was always aware of and
practiced healthy living and diet, and
at age 85 was still attending senior
exercise classes at the YMCA.
Throughout her life Dorothy’s faith,
determination, selflessness, superior
intelligence and love of reading de-
fined her and positively impacted so
many, especially her own children,
her granddaughter and the two gen-
erations of children who learned to
cherish reading while in the school
library with “Mrs. Demarais.”

Dorothy was predeceased by her
three brothers, Arthur, Thomas and
William Grannells, and her husband,
Edward. She is survived by her sons
and daughter, Arthur J. Demarais and
his wife, Nancy Osborne, of South
Burlington, Vt., Dennis E. Demarais
of Harmony, N.J., Martin T. Demarais
and his wife, Diane R. Case, of
Hopewell, N.J., and Marie A. Demarais
and her husband, Stephen
Grzeszkiewicz, of Lopatcong, N.J. She
also leaves behind her granddaughter,
Claire Demarais of New York, N.Y.

In lieu of flowers, her children re-
quest donations in Dorothy’s name to
the Alzheimer’s Association (alz.org)
or the Holy Trinity Interparochial
School Library, Westfield, N.J.
(htisnj.com).

Visitation will be at Dooley Colo-
nial Funeral Home, 556 Westfield
Avenue, Westfield, today, Thursday,
September 13, from 5 to 8 p.m. A
Funeral Mass will be celebrated on
Friday, September 14, at 10 a.m., at
the Holy Trinity Roman Catholic
Church in Westfield. Interment will
follow at Saint Gertrude Cemetery in
Colonia. For additional information
or to sign the guestbook, please visit
www.dooleycolonialfuneralhome.com.

September 13, 2018

Library Events to Spotlight
Super Foods and Tai Chi

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Memorial Library will offer two health-
related programs this month. “Rev Up
Your Day with Plant-Based Super
Foods” will take place on Monday,
September 17, and a Tai Chi demon-
stration will be held on Thursday, Sep-
tember 20. Both events start at 7 p.m.

Vegetarian lifestyle coach Sue
Rose will present the super foods
workshop. She will cover basic nu-
trition needs and how to add more
nutrient-dense foods to one’s daily
menu. Handouts will include reci-
pes. There will be a short medita-
tion sitting at the end.

Due to the hands-on nature of the
Tai Chi demonstration and class,
registration has been limited to
Westfield resident cardholders only.
Beginning today, Thursday, Septem-
ber 13, MURAL patrons also may
register, space permitting.

Tai Chi, the Chinese tradition of
martial arts movements, has become
a gentle way to exercise and reduce
stress. The program will be pre-
sented by Certified Tai Chi instruc-
tor Gang Huang, who will teach the

ways of Tai Chi, and then show the
class its various movements.

He participated in the Interna-
tional Chinese Martial Arts Compe-
tition in Washington, D.C., and the
U.S. International Kuo Shu Cham-
pionship in 2011, 2014, 2015 and
2016. He has won numerous med-
als, including nine Gold, two Silver
and one Bronze, and teaches regu-
lar classes at his Bridgewater Seek-
ing Tai Chi Studio.

Attendees must sign up for the pro-
grams, which are free and open to
Westfield Memorial Library and
MURAL cardholders. MURAL
cardholders belong to the 44 libraries
that are part of the Middlesex Union
Reciprocal Agreement Libraries. In-
terested persons are asked to check
the Westfield Memorial Library
website, wmlnj.org, to see if their
library is a MURAL participant.

The Westfield Memorial Library
is located at 550 East Broad Street.
To register for either or both of the
upcoming programs, visit wmlnj.org
and click on the Online Calendar, or
call (908) 789-4090, option 0.

Norbert A. Blanco, 85
Norbert Blanco, a long-time resi-

dent of Westfield, died on Tuesday,
September 4, 2018. He was 85.

He was born on April 5, 1933 in
Buenos Aires, Argentina, and was the
son of Spanish immigrants. He at-
tended the University of Buenos Aires
School of Medicine. Norbert immi-
grated to this country in November of
1974 with his wife and children, spon-
sored by his longtime employer, the
pharmaceutical company Merck, for
which he worked as a Sales and Mar-
keting Development Manager until his
retirement after 31 years of service.

Upon his arrival here he immedi-
ately settled in Westfield, where he
was largely welcomed by the
Westfield community. He loved the
town of Westfield, ultimately living
more than half his life in the town. He
was always an avid reader and lis-
tener of classical music. After his
retirement watercolor painting be-

came his hobby. His life was the
epitome of the multiple immigrant
cultures which have always been a
key to the success of our society, a
vision that is now being questioned at
the time of his passing.

He is survived by his wife, Maria
Teresa; by his children, Pablo and
Judy; by his daughter-in-law,
Maureen, and son-in-law, Colin; by
his grandchildren, Justin and Daisy,
and by his sister, Liliana, who re-
mained in Argentina.

A gathering will be held on Satur-
day, November 10, 2018, starting at 1
p.m., at the family home in Westfield.
In lieu of flowers, the family suggests
donations in his memory to the South-
ern Poverty Law Center, the Brennan
Center for Justice, the American Civil
Liberties Union Immigrants’ Rights
Project, or to the Westfield Rescue
Squad.
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Peace and Justice Event Is
Tonight at Holy Trinity

WESTFIELD — The Peace and
Justice Committee of Holy Trinity and
St. Helen’s will host a presentation on
current conditions in Nicaragua this
evening, Thursday, September 13. It
will take place from 7:30 to 9 p.m. at
the Holy Trinity Parish Center, located
at 315 First Street, Westfield.

Maria Eugenia Delgadillo, a Catho-
lic Nicaraguan woman and director of
AXAYACATL, a domestic violence
program in Nicaragua, will talk about
the current political unrest in that coun-
try. She also will discuss various hu-
manitarian programs through which
Americans can help the people of Nica-
ragua. There are massive protests tak-
ing place against the government, and
the Catholic Church has taken a stand
with the protesters.

Ms. Delgadillo is a psychologist
and graduate of Central American

University in Managua, Nicaragua.
For the past 23 years she has worked
to protect the human rights of
women and children, especially vic-
tims of sexual violence. She also
has been a driving force for the
establishment of self-help groups
in her hometown of Masaya and
across Nicaragua.

She founded the AXAYACATL
Women’s Collective in Masaya in
2009 and currently coordinates the
program, which supports survivors
of domestic violence and provides
attention to adolescent victims of
sexual violence. Additionally, she
coordinates Nicaragua’s Women’s
Network Against Violence. She is
regularly seen on national televi-
sion and has organized dozens of
marches to advocate for the rights
of women and children.
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