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DUGHI, HEWIT & DOMALEWSKI

Criminal Defense Matters

State and Municipal Criminal Court
Motor Vehicle Tickets • DWI

Call Brandon Minde, Former Prosecutor

Mention this ad for a complimentary conference

340 North Avenue, Cranford, NJ
(908) 272-0200 • www.dughihewit.com

Francis M. Smith, ESQ.

908-233-5800 • www.FrankSmithLaw.com

The Law Office of

928 Mountain Avenue, Mountainside NJ 07092

Over 30 Years of

Personal Injury Experience

In New Jersey

Motor Vehicle Accidents

Slips & Falls

Dog Bite Injuries

Construction Accidents

Wrongful Death

INJURED?
LEARN YOUR RIGHTS IN PLAIN ENGLISH

No Fee If No Recovery

Call Me For A Free Consultation

Do you really want to deal with

the insurance companies yourself?

I can help.
Interiors So Lovely, You’ll Want to Stay Home

Joanne Womelsdorf, IFDA, ASID allied
Phone: 908.232.3875
www.superiorinteriorsofnj.com

Think “Superior” For:
Expert Consultation Services

Space Planning / Room Layouts

Remodeling Services

All Interior Related Products:

Accessorizing & Finishing Touches

Furniture
Lighting

Floor Coverings
Window Treatments
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The Freeholder History of Lenape
Park Trap and Skeet Facility

After successful operation for 78
years the Union County Board of
Chosen Freeholders announced the
closing of the Trap and Skeet Range
at Lenape Park, Cranford. The clos-
ing on Monday, May 2, 2005 came
just a few months after the county
started to require that shooters would
have to use non-lead based shot in
their firearms. The EPA required that
all ranges that shoot on or above
water would have to comply with this
mandate and since the county range
was located on wetlands the county
would have to comply. Since the
change was put into practice on the
25-acre site attendance had declined
65 percent as shooters were adverse
to the increase in the cost from $2.50
for lead shot to $6.50 for steel shot.
The county cited declining attendance
and environmental concerns as rea-
sons for the close as well as exorbi-
tant costs to maintain the range in
keeping with EPA requirements.

In 1982 the final stages of a four-
year flood control project was com-
pleted and redevelopment of the park
would commenced when Green Acres
funding was received. The redevel-
opment included walking paths, a 15-
acre lake, six new trap and skeet fields
and a regulation Olympic archery
range. When the trap and skeet range
was later eliminated the archery facil-
ity relocated to Oak Ridge Park, the
former golf course. Lenape became a
nature preserve for use by the county
residents.

In May of 2017 the all Democratic
board instructed the county manager
to submit a grant application and en-
ter into an agreement with the NJ
Dept. of Environmental Protection
and the Economic Development Au-
thority to obtain reimbursement of
monies associated with LSRP and
remediation costs for the Lenape Park
Trap and Skeet property while creat-
ing a park for passive use. There were
no clear details of the elements of the
passive park until the County would
be notified if they received the grant.
Amending Resolution was Number
2016-580, a professional engineer-

ing service contract with “CME As-
sociates of Monmouth Junction, New
Jersey for the provision of Licensed
Site Remediation Professional
(LSRP) services related to the former
Lenape Park Trap and Skeet facility
located in Cranford, New Jersey, to
provide additional Licensed Site
Remediation Professional (LSRP)
Services in an amount not to exceed
$97,250 for a new contract amount
not to exceed $585,521.” (Union
County Engineering Project Number
2011-029).

Fast forward to 2018; a review of
NJ Elec. records of political contri-
butions to candidate Freeholder Al
Mirabella/the Union County Demo-
crat Committee totaling $9,000 from
three offices of CME Associates, Inc.
all reported on June 4, 2018. A scant
eight weeks later the board approved
resolution 2018-686 for site
remediation services at Lenape Park
in an amount not to exceed $25,500
for a new contract not to exceed
$611,021 with CME Associates, Inc.
As well as resolution 2018-689 enter-
ing into a contract for on call environ-
mental services in an amount not to
exceed $30,000.

There is an old saying that “the
more things change the more they
stay the same.” Having researched
the Union County Freeholder Board
for 10 plus years and having uncov-
ered numerous examples of Pay-to-
Play, the fore mentioned activity cer-
tainly does not surprise me. Looks
like a cool $9,000 possibly netted
CME $55,500 in additional business.
Unless one is privy to the details we
cannot be sure if this is an unspoken
arrangement because the word is out
or if the contributions were blatantly
requested. Activity such as this is
totally unacceptable and is not some-
thing that as mayor I ever indulged in,
but actually turned financial support-
ers away because it just is not right.

Please consider giving me your vote
for the Union County Freeholder
Board on November 6.

Patricia Quattrocchi
GOP Candidate for UC Freeholder

On Election Day I Will Cast
My Vote For Sara Todisco

As, I look to the coming election
and the well being of our small town.
One candidate stands out in my mind,
Democrat Sara Todisco. Over the
years I have had the pleasure of get-
ting to know this candidate fairly well.

Ms. Todisco is extremely involved
with the youth of Garwood. She is
part of the Education Foundation of
Garwood, which is a tax-free volun-
teer run organization joining the
schools and the community in the
pursuit of educational excellence. She
was a softball coach for the Garwood
Little League’s girls softball team,
where she taught my daughter and
many others the love of the game.

Even when Ms. Todisco is not di-
rectly involved in an event, she can
always be found amongst the specta-
tors rooting our children on. The chil-
dren know when they see her around
town, they have a confidant, a guide,
someone who will always help them
see the good in themselves.

I like that Ms. Todisco is transpar-
ent with her intentions and town con-
cerns. For example, she’s an open
book when it comes to any issue,
from redevelopment to where our tax
dollars are being used. She is active in
the community, making sure the pub-
lic knows what they need to know.
Everything from emergency situations
that arise, to town meeting times and
dates, and even notes from the meet-
ings so those who couldn’t attend are
kept abreast.

I, myself am a third-generation
Garwood resident who is now raising

my own children here. My grandpar-
ents moved to Garwood from
Shamokin, Pa. to raise their four chil-
dren. They worked at Diamond Ex-
pansion Bolt Company, Inc. on North
Avenue. Growing up in a small town
like Garwood the “ties that bind us”
rings very true. We as a community
are always looking out for one an-
other, like a big family. Ms. Todisco,
being a fourth-generation Garwood
native, personifies what “small town,
big heart” stands for. She is attentive
to all the town’s needs, and brings
attention to things that require care
and sees them through to completion.
Come Election Day I will be casting
my vote for Sara Todisco — a com-
passionate, committed, rooted, and
stronger candidate. With Sara Todisco
as our mayor, I believe Garwood has
the opportunity to continue to flour-
ish.

Staciemarie Hoffman
Garwood

Letters to the Editor

All Were Awarded Ribbons And
Medals As They Crossed Finish Line

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader and The  Times
SADDLE-UP...The Cranford Cowboy, Steve Bacque, poses with some of  the
participants in Friday night’s Scotch Plains Mayor's 0.5K.  All proceeds from the race
will support renovations at the Frazee House as well as the  Hometown Hero’s Banner
Program, recognizing  veterans (living and deceased) and active military personnel.

 State Depts. Call for
Renewed Vigilance

Coleman TSA Deployment
Bill Passed by Congress

TRENTON – New Jersey Attorney
General Gurbir S. Grewal, New Jer-
sey Department of Education
(NJDOE) Commissioner Lamont O.
Repollet and New Jersey Office of
Homeland Security and Preparedness
(NJOHSP) Director Jared M. Maples,
are calling on school communities
for renewed vigilance to help ensure
the safety of students and staff.

“School safety is a concern shared
by all, and everyone has a role to play
in helping schools foster a safe and
secure learning environment,” Edu-
cation Commissioner Lamont
Repollet said. “The message that edu-
cators and parents need to impart
upon young people is that if you hear
something or see something, you need
to say something.”

“The safety of our children is para-
mount to our overall mission,” said
Jared Maples, director of the New
Jersey Office of Homeland Security
and Preparedness. “We will continue
to prioritize suspicious activity re-
porting to ensure that there is a clear
path to reporting and addressing is-
sues before an incident occurs.”

The Suspicious Activity Reports filed
by local law enforcement with the state
surged after the shooting at a Parkland,
Fla. high school in February. The num-
ber of reported school threats in New
Jersey more than doubled for the 2017-
2018 academic year compared to the
prior year. Almost three-fourths of those
threats were directed at high schools
and middle schools.

“We can attribute part of that in-
crease to greater vigilance on the part of
students, educators, and the commu-
nity as a whole,” Attorney General
Gurbir S. Grewal said. “We don’t want
school communities to fall into a sense
of complacency as we start a new school
year. Rather, we want to continue that
heightened sense of vigilance.”

“Troopers statewide have been di-
rected to not only visit school dis-
tricts they patrol, but to familiarize
themselves with districts they pass on
their commute to and from work,
which translates into literally hun-
dreds of additional law enforcement
officers ready to respond to a crisis at
a moment’s notice,” said Colonel
Patrick Callahan of the New Jersey
State Police. “There is no greater

mission than protecting New Jersey’s
children, but we cannot do it alone.
We urge teachers, students, faculty,
and parents alike to immediately re-
port any suspicious activity to law
enforcement.”

The NJDOE and NJOHSP have been
working closely with school districts
on a number of safety initiatives:

A recent law requires each school
district to designate a school safety
specialist to coordinate security pro-
grams and serve as a liaison with law
enforcement and state agencies. Over
the summer, hundreds of school offi-
cials attended the NJDOE’s School
Safety Specialist Academy.

NJOHSP performs in-depth school
security assessments for individual
schools to determine vulnerabilities,
whether in the construction of the
school building or in staff policies
and procedures. The office collabo-
rates with local law enforcement and
has conducted more than 100 assess-
ments in the past year.

The NJDOE will continue to pro-
vide unannounced school security drill
observations where only the superin-
tendent knows that state specialists
will be on hand to evaluate strengths
and areas of improvement during a
school security drill. More than 850
drills have been conducted in both
public and private New Jersey schools
over the past four years. Over the same
time span, the NJDOE has also con-
ducted more than 250 trainings and
presentations, and fulfilled another
300-plus technical assistance requests
from individual districts.

Commissioner Repollet said school
districts need to reinforce to students
and parents that threatening social
media posts, “jokes” of a violent na-
ture, or drawings that imply school
violence will be taken seriously and
reported to local law enforcement.

WASHINGTON, D.C. — The U.S.
House of Representatives last week
passed the TSA National Deployment
Force Act, legislation introduced by
Rep. Bonnie Watson Coleman (D-
NJ-12th), ranking member of the
Transportation Security Subcommit-
tee of the Homeland Security Com-
mittee, which formally authorizes the
Transportation Security
Administration’s (TSA) National
Deployment Force (NDF), ensuring
the continued work of the NDF and
allowing for congressional oversight
of its activities.

TSA’s NDF program is a volunteer
force of transportation security offic-
ers deployed nationwide to wherever
challenges, planned events, emergen-
cies or other gaps in staffing might
threaten TSA’s ability to carry out its
homeland security mission.

“TSA deploys the NDF to address
hiring difficulties, seasonal demands,
severe weather conditions, and peri-
ods of relief and recovery following a
natural disaster or other major
incident…In particular, the NDF was
critical to ensuring TSA could con-
tinue operating fully in the aftermath

of Hurricane Sandy after that storm
devastated my region of the country,”
Rep. Watson Coleman said on the
House floor. “My bill authorizes the
NDF to ensure its work continues and
directs TSA to report to Congress on
the NDF’s activities to ensure proper
oversight.”

County Looking for
Master Tree Stewards
COUNTY – Union County resi-

dents are invited to join the Master
Tree Stewards, a volunteer group with
a mission of helping children and
adults learn about the importance of
trees in suburban and urban neigh-
borhoods.

No experience with trees or teach-
ing is required. Master Tree Stew-
ards are trained and guided by expe-
rienced staff of the Rutgers Coop-
erative Extension of Union County.
To join or get more information,
contact Union County 4-H Agent
James Nichnadowicz at the Exten-
sion offices in Westfield, (908) 654-
9854, ext. 3, or
jnichnadowicz@ucnj.org.

On behalf of The GWACC, I would
like to extend my sincere apprecia-
tion to the attendees who have helped
make our 0.5k Mayor’s Charity Race
in Scotch Plains such a great success
on Friday, September 7. The weather
cooperated and everyone had a great
time. All were awarded ribbons and
medals as they crossed the finish line
of the 574-yard race.

There was plenty of time to warm
up and stretch with Tony from Out
Run Your Fork, Average Joe and spe-
cial guest, “Richard Simmons” look
alike. In addition, the famous Cranford
Cowboy demonstrated his riding skills
on “Charger” and was available to
photos.

I offer my gratitude to our many
very generous sponsors, Bramnick
Law, Joint Motion, Darby Road, Shop
Rite, Bovella’s, The DJL Show,
Scotchwood Diner, The Swiss Pastry
Shop, Partners Transportation, Incen-
tives, The Integrated Wellness Cen-
ter, Connections Personnel,
Shackamaxon Country Club, Trinitas
Regional Medical Center and Max
Challenge. Their sponsorship helped

us to raise over $2,200 for the Frazee
House and the Hometown Hero Ban-
ner program.

We thank Scotch Plains Mayor Al
Smith, the Chief of Police, the De-
partment of Public Works, the Recre-
ation Department, the EMTs and
Margaret Heisey along with the
Scotch Plains Business and Profes-
sional Association, for without their
help and cooperation, this event would
not be possible.

A special thank you goes to the
GWACC Board of Directors and the
GWACC staff, especially Heather
Bryant, who created and directed this
very unique and fun event for every-
one to enjoy, the first of its kind in
New Jersey.

Our next community event,
FestiFall, will be on Sunday, Septem-
ber 23, with a new expanded Kids
Zone and a section of Prospect Street
devoted to fine artists. We hope you
will join us.

Gene Jannotti
CEO, The Greater Westfield Area
Chamber of Commerce (GWACC)
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