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Council to Further Discuss
Food Truck Operations

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – The town-
ship council will discuss further a
proposed ordinance regulating food
truck operations before taking formal
action on it.

At the council conference meet-
ing last week, the council was set to
vote on the ordinance, which would
create a separate category for regu-
lating food trucks, and includes set-
ting out license fees, the number of
licenses to be permitted in town,
and identifying the fixed locations
where food trucks would be allowed
to operate.

In July, several residents com-
plained to the governing body about
what they felt was the disruptive
operation of a popular food truck
parked on Westfield Avenue near
Henry Street. Last month, the coun-
cil introduced the ordinance, al-

though Councilman Andrew
Bondarowicz wondered at the time
whether the proposed ordinance
might be too restrictive, given that it
sets out just four locations for food
truck operations. He said that, in
“trying to solve one problem, hope-
fully, we’re not creating another one.”

At the council’s September 5 meet-
ing, Mayor Alexander Smith asked
that action on the ordinance be tabled
until further discussions could be
held on appropriate locations for the
food truck operations.

The council also approved a
$310,000 bond ordinance to finance
the engineering phases of the up-
grading of two sanitary sewer pump
stations on the south side of town.
Later in the meeting, the council
awarded a contract to Mott
MacDonald for engineering services
in connection with the upgrading of
the pump stations on Raritan Road

Substance Abuse Contract
At County Jail Discussed

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

COUNTY — The Union County
Freeholders are expected to vote to-
night to extend a contract for inmate
substance abuse treatment and resi-
dential correctional facility services
for inmates at the Union County jail.
The extension adds $2.5 million to a
contract signed with Community Edu-
cation Center (CEC), Inc. in Decem-
ber of 2016.

At last Thursday’s agenda meeting,
Ron Charles, director of corrections,
said CEC has been acquired by The
GEO Group, Inc. of Boca Raton, Fla.,
and that the entire contract is funded
through a state grant. He said the
county has contracted with CEC for
the past 17 years. Around 100 Union
County inmates are in the program,
which offers counseling in areas such
as résumé writing, job skills, and be-
havior modification.

According to a GEO press release,
GEO operates 104 facilities totaling
approximately 87,000 beds in the
United States, Australia, South Af-
rica and the United Kingdom and
employs over 20,000 workers. By
comparison, CEC owns or manages
12,000 beds nationwide.

Freeholder Chris Hudak said the
county lost funding for the program
around eight years ago, but reacquired
it for Delaney Hall, a detention facil-
ity in Newark where Union County
sends 100 inmates.

Mr. Hudak noted that while he is
“very supportive of this contract,” he
was “concerned” over what he has
heard about other correctional facili-
ties operated by GEO, noting that it is
one of the largest prison operators in
the country.

He said that there have been “a
number of instances in other institu-
tions they’ve run,” including inmates
being injured, “inmates being used

for labor conditions that are border-
ing on slave wages. (There are) real
deplorable conditions in some of their
facilities.”

“I’m concerned of our role as custo-
dian of these individuals who are in the
jail. What’s going to happen to them
and what will our management do in
terms of...oversight (by the Union
County Corrections Department) of
this company,” Mr. Hudak asked.

Mr. Charles responded that GEO
has a corrections division as well as
the GEO Care division, which in-
cludes substance abuse treatment. The
Union County contract falls under
GEO Care.

He said the contract allows Union
County “direct oversight” over the
program. Mr. Charles said he has a
social worker as well as custody staff
that visit Union County prisoners at
Delaney once or twice a week and
that he also visits once a week to
insure that inmates are receiving ser-
vices.

Mr. Hudak asked Mr. Charles to
report back to the freeholders if he
sees conditions deteriorating at
Delaney Hall “so we can bring it to
their (GEO) attention.”

The board will vote on a $22,500
contract with Adapt Pharma, Inc. of
Radnor, Pa., to purchase Narcan
through a New Jersey grant, to be
administered to reverse the effects of
opioids for the Union County jail
population. The contract will extend
through December 21, 2019.

Mr. Charles said the county was
awarded a grant with Pharma Correc-
tions, a medical assistance treatment
program, which will allow county
corrections supervisory staff to have
Narcan on them, as they have been
trained in administering the life-sav-
ing drug.

He said there has already been three

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Redevelopment Plan For
Downtown Props. Unveiled

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – The down-
town redevelopment committee will
ask the township council to endorse a
redevelopment plan for the public
properties in the central business dis-
trict, a plan that will add some 48,000
square feet of retail and office space,
more than 1,400 new parking spots
and 177 housing units.

That plan, unveiled last week via a

series of conceptual sketches, focuses
on the township-owned properties
where the municipal building, the
firehouse and the library are located
as well as the parking lots adjacent to
the municipal building and library,
behind the stores that front Park Av-
enue and the parking lot behind the
row of businesses on East Second
Street adjacent to the CVS drug store.
The plans — which, it was empha-
sized several times at the committee’s
September 5 special meeting, are in
draft form and can be modified —
call for several new multi-story build-
ings that will contain commercial and
retail space, living units and parking
facilities. They also call for keeping
in place the municipal building, which
will continue to house township ad-
ministrative offices, and building a
new three-story library behind it.

“This is just the beginning,” said
Mayor Alexander Smith. He said the
sale and private development of the
municipal-owned properties would
result in more ratables that will “start
taking the load off residential taxpay-
ers,” who presently pay 95 percent of
municipal property taxes, a figure
higher than neighboring towns. The
goal, he said, is to create “an exciting
downtown” and “an inclusive down-
town” that also will provide easy ac-
cess to mass transportation.

Planner Michael Mistretta, who

advises the township on redevelop-
ment matters, led committee mem-
bers and the 75 residents in atten-
dance at last week’s meeting through
a series of PowerPoint slides detail-
ing the four township-owned zones
within the central business district
and how they might be developed
over the next several years. In the lot
bounded by Bartle and Grand Av-
enues and Forest Road, where the
library now sits, the plans showed a
row of three-story townhomes along
Forest Road and a five-story com-
mercial and residential building and
parking structure on what is now the
parking lot in front of the library.

On the property where the munici-
pal building is located, the concept
sketch shows three new mixed-use,
multi-story buildings that will be lo-
cated on the current site of the mu-
nicipal parking lot, the fire house and
the hedge property along Park Av-
enue. Parking facilities also are in-
cluded, with public green space on
their rooftops. A large open plaza in
the center of the property, which could
host the Farmers Market and other
events, is included as well. A new
three-story library will be built at the
rear of the municipal building and
adjacent to the Alan Augustine Vil-
lage Green.

Thomas Strowe, the township’s

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
WALK OR RUN...Participants in Friday’s Scotch Plains Mayor's 0.5K race had
the option of running or walking. Proceeds from the race supported renovations
at the Frazee House as well as the Hometown Heroes Banner Program, recogniz-
ing veterans, living and deceased, and active military personnel.

Bell Tower Vandalized At
St. Bartholomew Church

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – Added secu-
rity measures will likely be put into
place at St. Bartholomew the Apostle
parish after an incident where the
wires powering its bell tower were
severed.

Father David Santos, parochial
vicar at St. Bartholomew Church,
told The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times that it was unclear when the
vandalism took place, but he esti-
mated it occurred sometime in the
weeks leading up to the annual La-
bor Day weekend festival held at the
parish.

“You get used to the sound of the
bell,” he said, speaking of the
Montazzoli Bell, a gift presented to
the church in the early 1950s from
the residents of Montazzoli, Italy,
the village from which a large in-
flux of Scotch Plains immigrants
came in the early part of the 20th

century. In 2016, the church relo-
cated the bell from directly in front
of the church to a 12-foot-high struc-
ture near its main entrance on
Westfield Avenue.

Father Santos said church officials
began to realize they were not hear-
ing the bell chime at its usual times,
and on the Sunday of September 2
discovered the damage with the assis-
tance of Fire Chief John Lestarchick,
who was volunteering at the weekend
festival. The large wooden sign that
advertises the Labor Day weekend
festival likely shielded the vandal who
climbed up onto the tower and cut the
wire that powers the bell, Father
Santos said.

Calling the incident “unfortunate,”
he said the church is looking into
added security measures, “to deter
future opportunities for vandalism.”
A police report also was filed, Father
Santos added. He said the bell has
been repaired.

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
QUIET REFLECTIONS...A resident spends a moment in quiet reflection at Scotch Plains' 9/11 memorial on Tuesday
evening as the town gathers to honor those who perished 17 years ago in the terrorist attacks of 9/11. The service was moved
to the municipal building due to the threat of inclement weather.

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
REMEMBERING ALL...The threat of inclement weather forced the 9/11 memo-
rial service in Scotch Plains indoors on Tuesday evening.

and Lamberts Mill Road. Township
Manager Al Mirabella said the two
facilities are “aging,” and called the
planned upgrades “protective mea-
sures to make sure they remain func-
tioning.”

In other business, representatives
from June’s 5K race presented the
mayor with a check for $12,850, a
portion of the race’s proceeds, which
will be used to install a multi-colored
light system in the trees at Alan Au-
gustine Village Green — in essence,
one of the first visible milestones in
the downtown redevelopment effort
that is getting underway.

Mr. Mirabella commended the
Public Works Department for its
road resurfacing efforts over the
summer, and said that three streets
— Myrtle Avenue, Beverly Avenue
and Forepaugh Avenue — will be
completed in the next few weeks.
Zoning Officer Robert LaCosta re-
viewed for the council some zon-
ing ordinance changes and clarifi-
cation that have been made, none
of which, he said, would conflict
with the downtown redevelopment
efforts.

At the start of the meeting, Coun-
cilman Bondarowicz read a procla-
mation declaring the week of Sep-
tember 8 to 16 as National Drive
Electric Week, an effort to educate
people about electric vehicles. An
Electric and Hybrid Car Show will be
part of the activities on Scotch Plains
Day on Sunday, October 7.

Deputy Mayor Ted Spera read a
proclamation declaring Saturday,
September 15, as Usher Syndrome
Awareness Day to call attention to
the genetic disorder. Additionally,
Mayor Smith read a proclamation
declaring the week of September
24 to 28 as Start with Hello Week,
part of an effort to “keep students
safe in a socially-inclusive envi-
ronment.”

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
WORKING AGAIN...The bell tower at St. Bartholomew the Apostle Parish in
Scotch Plains has been repaired after recently being vandalized.


