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ATTENTION LOCAL BUSINESS OWNERS: Did You Know You Can
Insert Your Pre-Printed Advertisement into the Leader/Times?

Ideal for Targeting Your Audience! Go to goleader.com/presskit/insert for more information.

LEADER MEETS CHURCHILL, FDR...Lisa Zavetz shares an article from The
Westfield Leader with Winston Churchill and Franklin Delano Roosevelt on her
trip to London.

Substance Abuse Contract
At County Jail Discussed

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

COUNTY — The Union County
Freeholders are expected to vote to-
night to extend a contract for inmate
substance abuse treatment and resi-
dential correctional facility services
for inmates at the Union County jail.
The extension adds $2.5 million to a
contract signed with Community Edu-
cation Center (CEC), Inc. in Decem-
ber of 2016.

At last Thursday’s agenda meeting,
Ron Charles, director of corrections,
said CEC has been acquired by The
GEO Group, Inc. of Boca Raton, Fla.,
and that the entire contract is funded
through a state grant. He said the
county has contracted with CEC for
the past 17 years. Around 100 Union
County inmates are in the program,
which offers counseling in areas such
as résumé writing, job skills, and be-
havior modification.

According to a GEO press release,
GEO operates 104 facilities totaling
approximately 87,000 beds in the
United States, Australia, South Af-
rica and the United Kingdom and
employs over 20,000 workers. By
comparison, CEC owns or manages
12,000 beds nationwide.

Freeholder Chris Hudak said the
county lost funding for the program
around eight years ago, but reacquired
it for Delaney Hall, a detention facil-
ity in Newark where Union County
sends 100 inmates.

Mr. Hudak noted that while he is
“very supportive of this contract,” he
was “concerned” over what he has
heard about other correctional facili-
ties operated by GEO, noting that it is
one of the largest prison operators in
the country.

He said that there have been “a
number of instances in other institu-
tions they’ve run,” including inmates
being injured, “inmates being used
for labor conditions that are border-
ing on slave wages. (There are) real
deplorable conditions in some of their
facilities.”

“I’m concerned of our role as cus-
todian of these individuals who are in
the jail. What’s going to happen to
them and what will our management
do in terms of...oversight (by the
Union County Corrections Depart-
ment) of this company,” Mr. Hudak
asked.

Mr. Charles responded that GEO
has a corrections division as well as
the GEO Care division, which in-
cludes substance abuse treatment. The
Union County contract falls under
GEO Care.

He said the contract allows Union
County “direct oversight” over the
program. Mr. Charles said he has a
social worker as well as custody staff

that visit Union County prisoners at
Delaney once or twice a week and
that he also visits once a week to
insure that inmates are receiving ser-
vices.

Mr. Hudak asked Mr. Charles to
report back to the freeholders if he
sees conditions deteriorating at
Delaney Hall “so we can bring it to
their (GEO) attention.”

The board will vote on a $22,500
contract with Adapt Pharma, Inc. of
Radnor, Pa., to purchase Narcan
through a New Jersey grant, to be
administered to reverse the effects of
opioids for the Union County jail
population. The contract will extend
through December 21, 2019.

Mr. Charles said the county was
awarded a grant with Pharma Correc-
tions, a medical assistance treatment
program, which will allow county
corrections supervisory staff to have
Narcan on them, as they have been
trained in administering the life-sav-
ing drug.

He said there has already been three
instances where Narcan was admin-
istered, noting they involved inmates
who were being booked into the jail
at the time.

The board also will vote on enter-
ing into an agreement with Westfield
for installation of solar illuminated
pedestrian warning signs at West
Broad Street and Marion Avenue;
South Avenue and Boulevard, and
North Avenue and Tuttle Parkway.
Joseph Graziano, director of the De-
partment of Engineering, Public
Works and Facilities Management,
said the signs were donated by
Westfield and that the county is just
signing off as the intersections are in
the county’s jurisdiction.

The board went into executive ses-
sion to discuss settlements in two
cases. One, referred to as Kevin
Buckley versus Union County
Sheriff’s Office, involves a dispute
between K-9 officers and the county
on whether “time spent by K-9 offic-
ers off the clock on the care and
maintenance of their canine partners
is compensable time” under the FLSA
(Fair Labor Standards Act), accord-
ing to Leagle, a provider of United
States Court opinions and decisions.
The case, filed in United States Dis-
trict Court in New Jersey, involves
“compensation for time spent caring
for the dogs,” according to the Leagle
summary.

The board also discussed settle-
ment in the case of Stephen Repella
versus Union County. Mr. Repella is
a Union County police officer. Addi-
tionally discussed was ongoing nego-
tiations with the Rahway Valley Sew-
erage Authority for a potential inter-
governmental agreement.

requires 20 parking spaces, while the
site plan proposed 11 parking spaces.
The existing two-bedroom apartment
on the second floor will remain, stated
Dr. Amy H. Hoch.

Dr. Hoch said she has been in busi-
ness with her father and brother, who
are practicing dentists as well for
many years. The 435 East Broad Street
location will be a second office for
Hoch Orthodontics. The practice also
has an office in Matawan.

Dr. Hoch stated that as she grew up
in Westfield, she is excited to provide
professional services to the commu-
nity. Hoch Orthodontics has existed
for more than 20 years, she stated.
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Council to Further Discuss
Food Truck Operations
By FRED T. ROSSI

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS – The town-
ship council will discuss further a
proposed ordinance regulating food
truck operations before taking for-
mal action on it.

At its conference meeting last
week, the council was set to vote on
the ordinance, which would create a
separate category for regulating
food trucks, and includes setting
out license fees, the number of li-
censes to be permitted in town and
identifying the fixed locations where
food trucks would be allowed to
operate.

In July, several residents com-
plained to the governing body about
what they felt was the disruptive
operation of a popular food truck
parked on Westfield Avenue near
Henry Street. Last month, the coun-
cil introduced the ordinance, al-
though Councilman Andrew
Bondarowicz wondered at the time
whether the proposed ordinance
might be too restrictive, given that
it sets out just four locations for
food truck operations. He said that,
in “trying to solve one problem,
hopefully, we’re not creating an-
other one.”

At the council’s September 5
meeting, Mayor Alexander Smith
asked that action on the ordinance
be tabled until further discussions
could be held on appropriate loca-
tions for the food truck operations.

The council also approved a
$310,000 bond ordinance to finance
the engineering phases of the up-
grading of two sanitary sewer pump
stations on the south side of town.
Later in the meeting, the council
awarded a contract to Mott
MacDonald for engineering services
in connection with the upgrading of
the pump stations on Raritan Road
and Lamberts Mill Road. Township
Manager Al Mirabella said the two
facilities are “aging,” and called the
planned upgrades “protective mea-
sures to make sure they remain func-
tioning.”

In other business, representatives
from June’s 5K race presented the
mayor with a check for $12,850, a
portion of the race’s proceeds, which
will be used to install a multi-col-
ored light system in the trees at Alan
Augustine Village Green — in es-
sence, one of the first visible mile-
stones in the downtown redevelop-
ment effort that is getting under-
way.

Mr. Mirabella commended the
Public Works Department for its
road resurfacing efforts over the
summer, and said that three streets
— Myrtle Avenue, Beverly Avenue
and Forepaugh Avenue — will be
completed in the next few weeks.
Zoning Officer Robert LaCosta re-
viewed for the council some zoning
ordinance changes and clarification
that have been made, none of which,

he said, would conflict with the
downtown redevelopment efforts.

At the start of the meeting, Coun-
cilman Bondarowicz read a procla-
mation declaring the week of Sep-
tember 8 to 16 as National Drive
Electric Week, an effort to educate
people about electric vehicles. An
Electric and Hybrid Car Show will
be part of the activities on Scotch
Plains Day on Sunday, October 7.

Deputy Mayor Ted Spera read a
proclamation declaring Saturday,
September 15, as Usher Syndrome
Awareness Day to call attention to
the genetic disorder. Additionally,
Mayor Smith read a proclamation
declaring the week of September 24
to 28 as Start with Hello Week, part
of an effort to “keep students safe in
a socially-inclusive environment.”

Bell Tower Vandalized at
St. Bartholomew Church

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS – Added se-
curity measures will likely be put
into place at St. Bartholomew the
Apostle parish after an incident
where the wires powering its bell
tower were severed.

Father David Santos, parochial
vicar at St. Bartholomew Church, told
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
that it was unclear when the vandal-
ism took place, but he estimated it
occurred sometime in the weeks lead-
ing up to the annual Labor Day week-
end festival held at the parish.

“You get used to the sound of the
bell,” he said, speaking of the
Montazzoli Bell, a gift presented to
the church in the early 1950s from
the residents of Montazzoli, Italy,
the village from which a large in-
flux of Scotch Plains immigrants
came in the early part of the 20th
century. In 2016, the church relo-

cated the bell from directly in front
of the church to a 12-foot-high struc-
ture near its main entrance on
Westfield Avenue.

Father Santos said church offi-
cials began to realize they were not
hearing the bell chime at its usual
times, and on the Sunday of Sep-
tember 2 discovered the damage
with the assistance of Fire Chief
John Lestarchick, who was volun-
teering at the weekend festival. The
large wooden sign that advertises
the Labor Day weekend festival
likely shielded the vandal who
climbed up onto the tower and cut
the wire that powers the bell, Father
Santos said.

Calling the incident “unfortu-
nate,” he said the church is looking
into added security measures, “to
deter future opportunities for van-
dalism.” A police report also was
filed, Father Santos added. He said
the bell has been repaired.

the site.”
Mayor Thomas H. Hannen, Jr. said,

“It almost begs to point out you are
trying to hide something.” He sug-
gested “lowering the overall height of
the buildings in order to screen that
area from the Sunny Acres commu-
nity or neighborhood.” This neigh-
borhood is located across the street
from Walnut Avenue.

“There is no substantial visual im-
pact,” Mr. Hughes said.

Mr. Hughes also asserted that part
of the township’s master plan’s goals
and objectives would be met should
the property be zoned as residential
by providing a wide range of housing
for residents in diverse income groups,
being consistent with the surround-
ing neighborhood and environment,
increasing property value and em-
ployment growth, and improving the
underutilized property (a portion of
the commercial space is currently
vacant).

With respect to the compatibility
with the surrounding environment,
Mr. Hughes said, “This density of
development...can be accommodated
on the site in a manner that is compat-
ible with the overall area because of
the buffering, setbacks and surround-
ing land uses.”

“In phase one, the retention of ex-
isting industrial and commercial us-
ers to the rear of the property, main-
taining that non-residential for a pe-
riod of time, but when fully built out,
that goal would no longer be ad-
vanced in my opinion,” Mr. Hughes
said.

“We lose that potential for employ-
ment growth on that property,” Mayor
Hannen said.

He asked how the proposed project
would be consistent with the neigh-
borhood, noting that single-family
homes are located adjacent to the
property on Walnut Avenue.

“Does it have to be single-family to
be consistent? I would argue no,” Mr.
Hughes said. “This property is one
that has never been part of the single-
family neighborhood.”

“I’m failing to grasp how you can
assert that this promotes that appro-
priate population or contributes to
the well-being of persons and neigh-
borhoods without the screening or
unless you were to decrease the over-
all size of the height of those build-
ings; that would be more in keeping
of promoting the neighborhood con-
cept of this,” Mayor Hannen said.

The lack of open space on the prop-
erty for recreation also was noted by
the planning board. Mr. Hughes re-
sponded by saying that the applicant
is not providing playgrounds, as the
apartments are not being marketed to
families, rather empty nesters and
singles.

On Wednesday, October 3, Mr.
Hughes is scheduled to resume his
testimony, and present his fiscal-im-
pact analysis, which was updated just
days before last Wednesday’s plan-
ning board meeting. Mr. Hughes said
the impact to the township’s popula-
tion is included in his analysis.

Also, the planning board cancelled
its September 19 meeting, and sched-
uled a special meeting for last night,
September 12, after this newspaper
went to press.
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Hartz Mtn. Planner Testifies

A Veterans of Foreign Wars Flag
Retirement Ceremony is to take
place this Saturday, September 15,
from noon to 2:30 p.m., at Post
Office Plaza. The committee au-
thorized the street closure on parts
of Eastman Street and Miln Street
for the use of the plaza.

The annual stipend for the scribe
of the planning board, Kathy
Lenahan, was approved. An award
of a contract was approved for the
purchase and installation of a key
scan door access control system at
a cost of $17,900. Ellen O’Donnell
was appointed as a part-time fi-
nance office assistant in the finance
department at a rate of $20 per
hour.

Mayor Hannen gave a proclama-
tion to Judith Lannin Panagakos
for recognition of service to the
library board.

The committee also appointed
Beth Rees as a member of the li-
brary board to fill an unexpired
term ending December 31, 2019.

During commissioner comments,
Commissioner Mary O’Connor said
the Air Traffic Advisory Board will
hold a meeting on Monday, Sep-
tember 17, at 7:30 p.m., at the Union
County Annex Building in
Westfield, to provide an update on
air traffic in Cranford. Ms.
O’Connor said she has received
calls from residents about air traf-
fic noise in the township.

Deputy Mayor Dooley urged resi-
dents to review the Cranford Town-
ship News fall edition where they
can find, on page 48, information
pertaining to the bulk waste cleanup
program, a program that had been
defunct and is now available again.
Applications for a permit can be
mailed or applied for in person at
the municipal building. The cost of
a bulk waste permit is $120.
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Cranford

Christina Hinke for The Westfield Leader
COMING DOWN...A tree near the playground is taken down and a pole that
holds a basketball hoop is broken and removed from Gumbert Park in Westfield
Tuesday. The basketball court is to hold an ice rink this fall/winter.

the Gumbert Park’s temporary ice
rink.

“I told her that Council President
Jennifer Blumenstock and Council-
woman Sara Todisco would be join-
ing me at the meeting. I haven’t heard
from her since our last meeting
months ago,” Mayor Lombardo said.

Mayor Lombardo said he has
asked Mayor Brindle to provide all
project updates to Garwood resi-
dents through correspondence with
himself or the borough, “especially
those residents directly affected by
it (the ice rink).”

Mayor Lombardo said a Russo
Development status report authored
by Peter Harsen of ECOL Sciences
Inc. will be posted on the borough’s
website. Mayor Lombardo said the
report details the Casale factory’s
demolition impact on the surround-
ing environment thus far. ECOL Sci-

ences Inc. specializes in environ-
mental management and regulatory
compliance. The mayor said the
company spoke to residents who
were concerned the project could
be harmful to the local community.

Mayor Lombardo said he will sub-
mit a press release supporting the
Raritan Valley Coalition. The coali-
tion is a bipartisan group consisting
of 23 mayors representing 300,000
residents in communities along the
NJ Transit commuter rail line.

“The effort is not only critical to
Garwood for economic health, in-
vestment and vitality, but is also
important to surrounding towns. The
lack of direct-train service to and
from New York Penn Station hin-
ders the ability to be competitive
and to attract homebuyers and rent-
ers to our redevelopment projects,”
Mayor Lombardo said.

Zoning Bd. OKs Subdivision
Of Property on Valley Ave.

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The zon-
ing board of adjustment last week
gave its unanimous approval to an
application to re-subdivide a lot that
contains two homes but has been
designated as a single lot for rea-
sons unknown.

Located in a B-3 business zone,
the property at 1971 and 1975 Val-
ley Avenue has been used for resi-
dential purposes for “many, many
years,” according to attorney
Stephen Hehl, who represented
Cheryl Engallena, trustee for the
property. He said the properties,
which are adjacent to Ponzio’s, are
going to be sold and marketing them
as a single property was not the best
option. He said that despite being
located in a business zone and back-
ing on to commercial properties
fronting on Route 22, the neighbor-
hood the two homes face is “really
a residential area,” noting that the
Italian-American Club and single-
family homes populate Valley Av-
enue.

Stephen Fisk, a surveyor, testi-
fied at the zoning board’s Septem-
ber 6 meeting and said he could find
no legal basis in township records
going back decades to show that the
lot is actually considered to be two
separate properties.

Mr. Hehl said if the properties are
kept as a single lot and not sold, it is
possible someone could purchase it
and develop a commercial business
in the midst of a residential neigh-
borhood. He said there were inter-

ested buyers for both houses, one of
which is a single-family home and
one of which is a two-family home.
There were some concerns raised
about the sizes of the existing and
proposed lots, both of which are
smaller than is permitted in that
zone. Kendra Duran noted the board
was being asked to take an under-
sized lot and subdivide it into two
even more undersized lots. But Dan
Sullivan felt that keeping the prop-
erties as is would help preserve the
residential character of the neigh-
borhood.

The board also gave approval to
an application by Jay and Mayu
Dalal to install a deck at the rear of
their home at 1929 Evelyn Street.
The deck would extend to within 14
feet of the rear property line, in
contravention of township code that
requires a 30-foot setback, and
would cover more of the property
than is permitted. Board Chairman
Ken Anderson, who voted against
the application, expressed concerns
about the size of the deck and how
much of the rear yard it would cover.
“It’s basically taking up the whole
back yard,” he said.

The board also gave its approval
to an application from David
Robertson to install a six-foot-high
fence along the front of his property
at 1756 King Street.
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Garwood Council

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
BACK TO SCHOOL WELLNESS...Dietitian Victoria Coglianese hands out
samples and information at the Garwood ShopRite Back to School Wellness
Festival on Sunday.
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