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She Will Be One of the Youngest
Female Mayors to Hold Office in N.J.
Fifteen years ago, my wife and

I moved to this wonderful little
town of ours, knowing we would
want to raise our family here. As
a resident of this town for over a
decade, I can confirm, that I
made the right choice. Twelve
years ago, when my wife and I
decided we needed a bigger home
to start a family, we looked at the
surroundings towns. After much
research and analysis of homes
and schools in six surrounding
towns, we decided to move liter-
ally down the block, because
Garwood offered the best value
and positive change we wanted
to continue to be a part of.

Garwood is a safe, close-knit
community that is the best kept
secret of our area. Our deep
sense of community will never
change as long as we don’t let it.
It will never change as long as we
elect leaders that share the val-
ues that made our borough the
crown jewel that it is today.

This is precisely why I support
Sara Todisco to be our Mayor.
From watching her develop as
our councilwoman since 2011, I
am very confident that Sara
Todisco will be a Mayor that will
continue to ensure that our com-
munity values are maintained as
we progress into the future.

Sara is a pioneer of sorts. If
elected, she will be one of the
youngest female mayors to hold
office in a New Jersey municipal-
ity. She is bright, articulate and
committed to the betterment of
our town. When you listen to
Sara speak about why she got
involved in local organizations
and then Council, almost imme-
diately after returning to her
hometown after college, you can’t
help but share in that pride. Along
with the many who volunteer to
help our town, Sara works very
hard to keep Garwood the “small
town with a big heart.” Many,
including myself, seem to “see
Sara at everything” and that’s

because she cares very deeply
about our town and volunteers
her time whenever she can. Sara
doesn’t just talk about commu-
nity spirit, she exemplifies it.

In addition to her passion and
volunteerism, Sara has proven
to be an asset to our Council for
her intelligence, preparedness,
and professionalism. I know she
will bring those same skills and
talents to the Mayor’s Office. She
offers novel ideas, year after year
and makes them a reality, such
as suggesting developers hold
informal town hall meetings about
their projects to involve the pub-
lic, starting a volunteer rewards
card program and getting a larger
shelter at our train stop. She has
also strategically applied for grant
money. I have no doubt that
Sara will be open to implement-
ing more novel ideas for the bet-
terment of our community. She
has and will continue to prove
her leadership.

Her running mates, Michael Ince
and Sean Benoit, bring a fresh
perspective and enthusiasm for
public service that I believe will
serve our town well. As a citizen
with over 25 years of public ser-
vice, I completely support elect-
ing a fellow attorney to navigate
all the procedural intricacies gov-
ernment requires. As a veteran,
I applaud Michael’s 25-year ca-
reer in the FBI and have no doubt
he will bring critical thinking and
professionalism to the Council.

I am proud to offer my com-
plete support for Sara Todisco
for Mayor. Garwood needs her
real, proven leadership now more
than ever. Additionally, I whole-
heartedly support Michael Ince
and Sean Benoit for Council, with-
out reservation. Garwood needs
a committed, professional and
motivated Councilmen that will
work beyond partisan politics for
the good of our community.

Paul Nieves
Garwood

GARWOOD
Thursday, August 23, while on

patrol, a police officer observed
Joseph Castro, 25, a Garwood
resident, walking on the side-
walk on the 100 block of South
Avenue. Castro was known to
the officer and the officer had
knowledge that there were out-
standing warrants for him total-
ing $2,750 from multiple juris-
dictions, including Newark, Union
and Cranford. Castro was de-
tained by the officer while the
warrants were confirmed, at
which time he was placed under
arrest. A search of Castro inci-
dent to the arrest found him in
possession of eight glassine bags
of heroin. Castro was transported
to police headquarters, where he
was processed and issued com-
plaints for possession of a con-
trolled dangerous substance. All
jurisdictions where warrants were
issued were notified and all of
them released Castro with new
Municipal Court dates. Castro also
was released on the Garwood
charges pending his appearance
in Municipal Court.

CRANFORD
Wednesday, August 29, Andres

Gonzalez, 44, of Bethlehem, Pa.,
was arrested on charges of pos-
session of prescription legend
drugs and possession of drug
paraphernalia after a 1998 Nissan
was stopped on North Avenue
East near the Roselle Park bor-
der for failing to signal a lane
change. Following an investiga-
tion at the scene, police arrested
the driver, Gonzalez, for sus-
pected prescription legend drugs
located inside the vehicle. He
was processed and provided with
a Superior Court appearance
date. In addition, he was issued
motor vehicle summonses for fail-
ing to signal a lane change, main-
tenance of lamps and possession
of a controlled dangerous sub-
stance in a motor vehicle.

Thursday, August 30, Vitali

Kartava, 29, of Valley Cottage,
N.Y., was arrested on charges of
possession of a controlled dan-
gerous substance and posses-
sion of drug paraphernalia after
a 2009 Mazda was stopped on
Raritan Road at Moen Avenue for
erratic driving. Following an in-
vestigation at the scene, police
arrested the driver, Kartava, for
suspected heroin located inside
the vehicle. He was processed
and provided with a Superior
Court appearance date. In addi-
tion, he was issued motor vehicle
summonses for failure to observe
a red traffic signal, obstructing
traffic, failure to notify a change
of address and possession of a
controlled dangerous substance
in a motor vehicle.

Thursday, August 30, Alexandra
McCarthy, 23, of South Amboy
was arrested on charges of pos-
session of a hypodermic syringe
and possession of drug para-
phernalia after a 2003 Honda
was stopped on North Avenue
East near Arlington Road for a
cracked windshield. Following an
investigation at the scene, police
arrested the driver, McCarthy,
for a hypodermic syringe and
drug paraphernalia located in-
side the vehicle. She was pro-
cessed and provided with a Mu-
nicipal Court appearance date.
In addition, she was issued mo-
tor vehicle summonses for a
cracked windshield, suspended
driver’s license, no valid insur-
ance card in her possession and
no valid registration card in her
possession.

Saturday, September 1, Michael
Volpe, 51, of Cranford and Frank
Costanza, Jr., 42, of Elizabeth
were arrested on charges of pos-
session of a controlled danger-
ous substance, possession of a
hypodermic syringe and posses-
sion of drug paraphernalia. A
2003 Cadillac was stopped on
Raritan Road for tinted windows
and a lamp out. Following an
investigation at the scene, police
arrested both the driver, Volpe,
and a passenger, Costanza, for
hypodermic syringes and sus-

pected heroin, crack cocaine and
marijuana located during the
motor vehicle stop. They were
processed and provided with a
Superior Court appearance date.
In addition, the driver was issued
motor vehicle summonses for un-
clear plates, a suspended driver’s
license, tinted windows and pos-
session of a controlled danger-
ous substance in a motor ve-
hicle.

Saturday, September 1, Carl
Houck, 51, of Union and Salvatore
Tortorello, 30, of Garwood were
arrested and charged with pos-
session of drug paraphernalia. A
1996 Toyota was stopped on Holly
Street near Alden Street for a
brake lamp out. Following an
investigation at the scene, police
arrested the driver, Houck, and a
passenger, Tortorello, for drug
paraphernalia located inside the
vehicle. They were processed and
provided with Municipal Court
appearance dates. In addition,
the driver was issued motor ve-
hicle summonses for mainte-
nance of lamps and possession
of a controlled dangerous sub-
stance in a motor vehicle.

Rosary Soc. to Meet,
Plans Tropicana Trip
GARWOOD — The next monthly

meeting of the Rosary Altar Soci-
ety of the Church of St. Anne will
be held on Thursday, September
13, at 7 p.m. It will take place in
the Bethlehem Room at St. Anne’s
Church, located at 325 Second
Avenue, Garwood. President Au-
tumn Welsh will welcome all
members and call for committee
reports.

Additionally, Jennie Browne has
arranged for a trip to the
Tropicana in Atlantic City on Sun-
day, September 30. The bus will
leave from St. Anne’s Church at
11:30 a.m. sharp and return at
approximately 9:30 p.m. The cost
is $35 per person with a slot
return of $25. Interested per-
sons are asked to call Jennie as
soon as possible at (908) 789-
0778.


