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Nicole Pandolfo, photo by Ian Alfano

Premiere Stages Production of
Brick City Opens Tonight

UNION – Premiere Stages at Kean
University will present Nicole
Pandolfo’s Brick City tonight, Sep-
tember 6, to Sunday, September 23,
in Kean University’s Bauer Boucher
Theatre Center, located at Vaughn
Eames Hall, 1000 Morris Avenue,
Union, N.J.

Originally commissioned over a
two-year cycle through the New Jer-
sey Performing Arts Center (NJPAC)
Stage Exchange and now receiving its
first professional production, Brick
City will feature actors Rafael Benoit,
Jacqueline Correa, Madison Ferris and
Chris Grant. Jessi D. Hill, who helmed
this season’s workshop of Deneen
Reynold-Knott’s Baton, directs.

Worlds collide in Ms. Pandolfo’s
topical and compelling new play when
Jessie, a combative high school se-
nior with a disability, and Darnell, the
star player of the high school basket-
ball team, find themselves together in
extended study hall during the most
important marking period of their
lives. As Darnell inches dangerously
close to throwing away a lucrative
college scholarship and Jessie a po-
tential career as an artist, both dis-
cover things aren’t always as simple
as they may seem.

“Brick City is the culmination of a
highly collaborative initiative be-
tween Premiere Stages, the NJPAC
and the New Jersey Theatre Alliance,
and we could not be more excited to
end this cycle with a full production
of Nicole’s fine play,” stated produc-
ing artistic director John J. Wooten.
“The project fully embodies our mis-
sion and commitment to New Jersey-
based communities and local artists.”

A resident of Ridgewood, Ms.
Pandolfo is a 2017 Dramatist Guild
Fellow. Her work has been devel-
oped at the Eugene O’Neill Theater
Center as a Playwright Observer, at
Tofte Lake as a Jerome Foundation
Fellow, and the Lark. She was a final-
ist for the Stanley Drama Award, the

Edward Albee Foundation Fellow-
ship, and the Leah Ryan Fund for
Emerging Women Writers. She is a
member of The Actors Studio in the
Playwright/Director Unit and re-
ceived her MFA at Hunter College.

Ms. Hill currently serves as the
artistic associate for Flying Carpet
Theatre Company and the literary
team director for Rattlestick Play-

wrights Theater. She is a recipient of
the Denham Fellowship from the
Stage Directors and Choreographers
Foundation, an alumna of the
Women’s Project Lab, and an affili-
ated artist at New Georges.

The accomplished cast includes
Rafael Benoit, previously seen on
television’s “Law and Order: SVU,”
“The Blacklist: Redemption” and
“Gotham”; Jacqueline Correa, whose
distinguished regional credits include
the Guthrie Theater, Arena Stage and
Arkansas Rep; Madison Ferris, who
recently made her Broadway debut
opposite Sally Field in Sam Gold’s
acclaimed revival of The Glass Me-
nagerie; and Chris Grant, a Linden
resident and current Kean Theatre
Conservatory student making his pro-

fessional debut.
Audience members are also invited

to further engage with the issues raised
by Ms. Pandolfo’s thought-provoking
play through free post-show discus-
sions with community leaders, local
experts and artists involved with the
production after select matinee per-
formances—September 9, 15 and 22
at 3 p.m. Featured speakers include
Ms. Pandolfo on Sunday, September
9; Mr. Álvarez and Mr. Mendoza on
Saturday, September 15; and Jeremy
Johnson, executive director of New-
ark Arts, on Saturday, September 22.
Premiere will also offer a series of
informal pre-show talks every Satur-
day evening 30 minutes prior to per-
formance in the lobby of the theatre.

Brick City performances take place
Thursdays and Fridays at 8 p.m., Sat-
urdays at 3 p.m. and 8 p.m., and Sun-
days at 3 p.m. Tickets are $30 stan-
dard, $20 for senior citizens and Kean
alumni and staff, and $15 for students
and patrons with disabilities. Signifi-
cant discounts for groups of 8 or more
apply. To make reservations or to or-
der a season brochure, please call the
box office at (908) 737-7469 or visit
Premiere Stages online at
www.premierestagesatkean.com.

Tickets are also available for Pre-
miere Stages’ exclusive Brick City
Opening Night Party on Friday, Sep-
tember 7. This event features a pre-
show party with wine, hors d’oeuvres,
live music, and breathtaking views of
the New York City skyline in Kean’s
North Avenue Academic Building
event space, reserved seating for the
performance, and a post-show cham-
pagne toast and dessert reception with
the cast. Tickets for this exclusive
event are $65, and may be purchased
by calling (908) 737-7469 or emailing
ticket@kean.edu.

Premiere Stages offers air-condi-
tioned facilities, free parking, free or
discounted tickets to patrons with dis-
abilities, and are fully accessible.

Plein-Air Artists to Celebrate
Cranford During ‘Paint Out’

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD – Artists of all ages
and abilities will “paint the town” on
Saturday, September 15, from 1 to
3:30 p.m., at the fourth annual Com-
munity Paint Out plein-air event.

The event celebrates Cranford’s
unique and beautiful character by in-
viting artists to setup their easel any-
where in the township and paint out-
doors. It’s not limited to paint, but
any medium can be used to capture
Cranford.

Plein-air is a manner or style of
painting, thought to be developed in
France in the mid-19th century,
whereby artists painted outside to
better capture the effects of natural

daylight and the atmosphere.
“What makes this event special is

the energy that is created by the num-
ber of artists that are out painting or
drawing,” said Stefanie Lalor, of The
Artist Framer in Cranford, which
sponsors the event.

Some of the popular spots artists
have chosen as their subjects in past
Paint Out events include The Cranford
Hotel and Droescher’s Mill. For in-
spiration, the Cranford Historic Pres-
ervation Advisory Board will pro-
vide a list of sites, such as the Rahway
River and The Crane-Phillips House,
to explore and portray. The list also
includes distinctive homes through-
out the township, the art-deco build-
ings in the downtown commercial

area, and local churches, among other
unique structures.

The community is encouraged to
register to paint, or walk around and
see the artists in action, and then head
over to Hanson Park for the full show-
ing of the completed pieces.

The finished artwork will be on
display and available for purchase at
Hanson Park, located on Springfield
Avenue, from 4 to 5 p.m. the same
day.

Pieces by the Community Artists
will be judged by Cranford artist
Cynthia Dawley. First, second and
third place Community Artist win-
ners will be awarded prizes.

Each Young Artist will receive a
certificate of participation and a prize.

Artists of all ages and abilities are
invited to join the fun and can register
online at www.theartistframer.com.
For Young Artists (ages 16 and un-
der) registration is free, and for Com-
munity Artists (ages 17 and over)
registration is $10. Artists can also
register the day of the event starting at
11 a.m. at The Artist Framer, located
at 17 North Avenue East, Cranford.

The first 50 Community Artists to
register online will get a special Paint
Out Survival Bag.

Some of the participating artists
registered for this year include Arlene
Carallo, fine artist, William Palm,
fine artist, Heather Walano, Cranford
fine artist, and Olya Powzaniuk of the
New Jersey Plein Air Painters.

The event will take place rain or
shine.

For more information, contact Ms.
Lalor at
theartistframer@hotmail.com or
(908) 931-1133.

PAINT THE TOWN...Cranford will be the muse for plein-air artists coming to
Cranford in a Community Paint Out event happening Saturday, September 15.
Pictured, from last year’s Paint Out, is Viktorija Ruskulis and her daughter Evelina.
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R E A L T O R S®

3 Bedroom, 1.5 Bath Colonial on a Quiet Tree Lined Street, located a few blocks
from Downtown Shopping, Restaurants, NYC Transportation and Schools.

5 BR, 3 Bath Raised Ranch in Indian Forest. Near half acre of landscaped
property, FR with WBF, EIK and yard with deck, pool & hot tub.

COLONIAL
WESTFIELD $499,900

RAISED RANCH
WESTFIELD $849,999

Steve Ohm

RANCH
SCOTCH PLAINS $549,000
3 Bedroom, 2 Bath Ranch. EIK, FDR, LR with wood burning fireplace, Family
Room, basement, hardwood floors, deck/porch, attached 2 car garage.

CUSTOM HOME
SHORT HILLS $1,595,000
5 Bedroom, 3.5 Bath Custom Home. EIK, FDR, FR with WBF, finished basement,
Built In Garage (2), deck, charming English garden w/fish pond and patio.

Frances Bradley Donna Fabrizio

Dorothy Lam

Carol DiGraci
Top Lister

Sales Associate
of the Month

4 Bedrooms, 2.5 Baths Split. FR with gas fireplace. Gourmet updated kit, FDR, LR,
HWF, basement with office and rec room, Deck plus paver patio, 2 car built-in garage.

SPLIT LEVEL
WESTFIELD $849,900

Patricia “Patty” O’ConnorKerry McDevitt


