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Yogi’s Boys Top American Legion in UC Playoff
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Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

1988-89:A Good Year
For WHS Sports, But …

The 1988-89 school year was fairly
typical for WHS athletics. There were
two state champion teams – girls soc-
cer and girls swimming – plus three
sectional team champions, seven
Union County team winners and two
district champions. Overall, the Blue
Devils won 72.5 percent of their
games, nearly three out of four.

But 1988-89 stands alone among
the graduation classes from 1960 to
1999 in that it is the only senior class
that has not had an individual athlete
inducted into the Westfield Athletic
Hall of Fame. (The 13th induction
dinner takes place on Nov. 19.) The
girls soccer and girls swimming teams
were inducted in 2004 and 2014, re-
spectively.

Not that there weren’t some really
good senior athletes.

^ Leroy Gallman ran for 1,004 yards
that year and is No. 5 all-time at WHS
in rushing yards, ahead of Hall of
Famers Butch Woolfolk and Rudy
Brown. He later starred as a kick
returner at Duke.

^ Nanette Cunningham was out-
standing in field hockey, basketball
and volleyball.

^ Jess DiClerico and Jennifer
Feldman co-captained a girls soccer
team that had nine all-county players
and three all-staters.

^ Benton Cummings captained a
17-3-2 boys soccer team and 13-4
lacrosse team.

^ Gerry Benaquista and Randy
Wojcik captained the wrestling and
lacrosse teams.

^ Mei-Mei Caroe (triple winner at
counties) and Val Gude (double win-
ner) captained the girls swim team to
its fifth straight unbeaten season.

^ Peter Wright placed at states in
the 100 breaststroke.

^ Tracy Martin starred in soccer
and softball.

^ Ted Hobbie starred for the bas-
ketball and baseball teams.

^ Captain Jeff Kopelman led the
boys tennis team to its 12th straight
county title.

^ Co-captains Brian Gaffney and
Ross Bunson led the unbeaten golfers
to conference, county and district
titles.

^ Katie Isaacson set a school record
and was conference, county and sec-
tional high jump champion; also sec-
ond in javelin at sectionals.

Including those who will be in-
ducted this Nov. 19, 1978 is the lead-
ing class for individual Hall of Fame
inductees with eight: Jackie Booth,
Owen Brand, Paul Healy, Frank Kelly,
K.C. Knobloch, Lora Masters, Rick
Sampson and Woolfolk.

Second with six each are 1965:
Brown, Greg Chlan, Bob Felter, Peter
Heesch, Steve McCoy and Dave
Perkowski, and 1988: Dave Brown,
Lynne Cassidy, Joey Deer, Clint Fac-
tor, Krissy Jeremiah and Gregg
Schmalz. Then it’s the Class of 1972
with five: John Kerr, Eddie Morton,
Kurt Stiefken, Steve Tebbetts and Joe
Wilson. There are several classes with
four and three individual WAHOF
inductees.

GAME ON
The 2018 WHS football team will

start its season Friday night at 7, re-
turning to Linden’s Tiger Field – the
site of its last loss, back in November
2014.

Since that 14-6 setback in the North
2 Group 4 sectional semifinals, coach
Jim DeSarno’s Blue Devils have run
off 37 straight victories – the Plainfield

Thanksgiving game in 2014, followed
by three consecutive 12-0 seasons,
each culminating in a sectional final
win over Bridgewater-Raritan at
MetLife Stadium.

WHS holds a 27-20-1 lead over
Linden in their 48-game, on-and-off
history, which started in 1922. Since
DeSarno took over in 2006, WHS has
won eight of 11 meetings, including
last year’s 12-7 nailbiter. (The Tigers
lost to Union in their 2018 opener.)

A fourth straight unbeaten season
will be very tough, given the major
upgrade in schedule. Old Bridge,
Metuchen St. Joseph, Phillipsburg and
Piscataway, a combined 35-9 last fall,
have replaced Franklin, Immaculata,
Ridge and Scotch Plains-Fanwood,
who went a combined 14-27 a year
ago. But there will still be plenty of
outstanding football the next eight to
12 weeks both on Friday night road
trips or Saturday afternoons at his-
toric Kehler Stadium.

WHS returns a lot on offense, with
record-setting quarterback Hank
Shapiro handing off to record-setting
runner Tim Alliegro. They are joined
by standout lineman Declan
McCauley, and talented receivers
Griff Rooney, Emmitt Smith, Tommy
Norris and Colin Freer. Will Kessler,
Noah Levy, Jordan Simpson and Freer

are defensive veterans.
But will there be an Isaac Montez,

a Russ Weber, a Joe SanGiacomo or a
Rory McGovern this year? Those were
guys who didn’t play much until their
senior year, but when they finally got
their chance, they were big-time con-
tributors.

The Blue Devils begin the 2018
season as the fourth-winningest foot-
ball program in New Jersey history.
Phillipsburg is No. 1 with 685, fol-
lowed by Montclair (644), Paulsboro
(635), Westfield (633) and
Hammonton (630).

Ironically, both WHS and
Hammonton are the Blue Devils, the
latter most likely in deference to the
Atlantic County town being the “Blue-
berry Capital of the World.” Presi-
dential advisor Kellyanne Conway
grew up in that area and was Miss
Blueberry Festival 1983.

WAHOF COUNTDOWN
Check out Varsity Vantage on

Facebook for week-by-week profiles
of the Westfield Athletic Hall of
Fame’s historic Class of 2018. Start-
ing this Monday, Sept. 10, and run-
ning for 10 consecutive Mondays
through Nov. 12, there will be two

profiles with photos each week.
The induction dinner – celebrating

the WAHOF’s 25 years of existence –
will take place on Nov. 19 at
Shackamaxon Country Club in Scotch
Plains. Tickets are $75 for the event
and are available now through director
of athletics Sandy Mamary at WHS. In
addition to friends and relatives of the
inductees, the event is open to the
public and all Blue Devil fans.

The first profiles are of Dennis
Powers (Class of 1960) and Bill Kenny
(’69), the school’s first state cham-
pion wrestler and the only sophomore
state champion wrestler, respectively.

IN THE LAND OF LEGENDS
Montclair, which was shocked by

West Orange in its opener on Aug. 30,
will travel 440 miles west next Friday,
Sept. 14, to take on Ohio powerhouse
Massillon Washington at historic Paul
Brown Tiger Stadium. The Tigers (2-
0) came into the season as the country’s
fifth-winningest program with 871
victories since 1894. Coming off a
10-4 season, they opened this year on
Aug. 24 with a 35-7 romp over Akron
St. Vincent St. Mary, whose graduates
include NBA superstar Lebron James.

ON THIS DATE
1965: Mary Gulbenkien set a

Westfield Tennis Club record with
her eighth championship, beating

Shari Galligan, 6-3, 6-3. She had been
tied with Betty Coumbe.

AROUND THIS DATE
Sept. 4, 1977: Former WHS stars

Steve Schramm (3-meter) and John
Krakora (1-meter) led New Jersey to
a 73-35 win in the 13th New Jersey-
Canada Diving Exchange at
Mountainside Community Pool. Matt
Frawley was runnerup in the 10-and-
under division.

Sept. 5, 1966: Bill Myers slugged a
home run and Greg Chlan struck out
nine as the Westfield Merchants stayed
alive in the Tournament of Champi-
ons with a 4-1 win over Passaic
McGill’s Express.

Sept. 7, 1970: Both the Westfield
9-10 and 11-12 all-star teams fell in
the finals at the Fords Clara Barton
Tournament. The 9-10s lost to Iselin,
3-2, while the 11-12s came up short
against Plainfield, 7-1.

Sept. 7, 2007: In the earliest foot-
ball opening game on record, Malcolm
Allen ran for 121 yards as WHS de-
feated Linden, 27-13.

Sept. 8, 1959: Rising senior bas-
ketball-baseball star Ray Bailey was
killed in his sleep by his deranged
mother.

The coaching staff of the Westfield PAL football team back in 1989 included, from
left: Bill Bowers, Jay Factor, Paul Harbaugh and Deane Fizzell.

Lady Devil Volleyballers Aim
To Continue Winning Ways

By J.B. RAYMOND
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

It is the life cycle of high school
sports. Players come in for three or
four years, then they graduate and
move on.

Bev Torok, the Westfield High
School girls volleyball coach since
1995, has seen it all, albeit from sev-
eral different perspectives; she has
also served as a freshman field hockey
coach, had a highly successful stint as
the girls swimming coach and has
also been the freshman softball coach
since 1999.

But volleyball is her passion, and
her teams have been consistent win-
ners, notching 400 victories during
her 24 years. They’ve also won six
county championships– in 1996,
1997, 1998, 2006, 2014 and 2017 –
and four different seasons have seen
20-plus victories – 23-3 in 2003, 25-
4 in 2006, 21-4 in 2014 and 23-4 last
winter.

One of the biggest parts of being a
high school coach is replacing play-
ers every year. This year the biggest
hole in Torok’s lineup will replacing
Stephanie Borr, a three-time all-state
selection and the school record-holder
for career kills with 666. She is now at
Brandeis University.

But Torok is used to replacing stars,
having recently rebuilt after gradua-
tion took star players like Megan
Mondon and Lizzy Sottung. In fact,
her only state championship team –
the 1999 girls swimming team – was
accomplished with the team’s two
best seniors not competing due to a
club team conflict.

This year’s senior tri-captains are
Nora Brindle, Anne Friel and Jenna

Miller. Other letter winners returning
include seniors Samantha Colucci and
Grace Gruters, along with juniors
Uzezi Ijoma, Stephanie Margolies and
Lydia Nisita.

Miller, a two-year starter, and
Margolies are returning starters, while
Ijoma and Nisita both started on oc-
casion.

“We will have a more well-rounded
attack this year in Miller (right side),
Margolies and Ijoma (outside hit-
ters),” Torok said. “Ijoma played
middle last year but has such hitting
power and she can really jump, so I
moved her to outside hitter. The
middles are coming around. Nisita is
hitting well. Brindle (injured last year)
and Gruters are vying for the other
spot.”

The setter position will be in new
hands this fall.

“Setting is new for Samantha
Colucci,” Torok said, “but she is mak-
ing great improvements and is confi-
dent.”

Defense is critical in a fast-paced
game like volleyball. And the key
defensive position is the libero, where
Friel and sophomore Julia Becker are
battling for the position.

Sophomore Gianna Mangiamele
has the inside track on the other right
side, opposite Miller, where she’ll be
matched up against the opponent’s
outside hitter.

Senior Maria Bigler figures to get
extensive action as a defensive spe-
cialist. Others on the roster are jun-
iors Katherine Abdala, Sintra
Rumpeters, Giavanna Schifando and
Abbey Zidel.

The Lady Blue Devils had success
on every level a year ago. In addition

to the 23-4 varsity, the jayvees went
17-4 and won the county jayvee tour-
nament, the freshmen were 14-2 and
the middle school team was 10-4.
Union Catholic is the top local com-
petition, but Torok knows where her
main competition is outside the
county. Westfield lost to Hunterdon
Central/Flemington/Readington and
North Hunterdon/Clinton on every
level, twice on some levels.

“We’ve got to figure out a way to
beat them,” Torok said. “That’s a
task we are striving to do.”

NOTES: The varsity season be-
gins today at home against Union.
Tomorrow they will be at Colonia,
one of their four losses a year ago,
and then Saturday is a tournament at
Paramus. Next week’s road schedule
has games at Scotch Plains (Thurs-
day) and Hunterdon Central (Fri-
day).

Jay Cook, who coached the jayvee
girls the past two falls and the varsity
boys last spring, joined the football
staff this fall as a freshman coach.
During his high school days, Cook
earned nine varsity letters, three each
in football, basketball and baseball.

Torok’s club lost a 2-1 heartbreaker
to Ridge in the state semifinals last
fall. … The 2002 team lost in the
state Group 4 final to Hunterdon
Central by a 2-1 margin.

Torok has coached 10 All-State
players: Nikki LeBlanc (2002 sea-
son), Erin Roudebush (2004, 2006),
Anna Koehler (2006), Grace
Antonelli (2011), Kayla Rodrigues
(2013), Elena Scarano (2013), Borr
(2014, 2016, 2017), Olivia Manning
(2014), Mondon (2014) and Sottung
(2015, 2016).

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

READY FOR SUMMIT TODAY...The Blue Devil girls soccer team preps for its season opener at Summit to be held today,
September 6. The Blue Devil team captains are Elisha Israel, Kate Armstrong and Caitlin Amman. Forwards are: Israel, Julia
Mancheno, Mikeala Buoscio, Jane Sullivan, Amanda Cerrachio, Katie Hamilton, Catharine Miller, Grace Friedberg and
Julia Weinstein; Midfielders, Sophie Hendricks, Faith Dobosiewicz, Kelly Sullivan, Riley Ciarletta and Sofia Carayannopolous;
Defenders, Armstrong, Brooke Sullivan, Izzy Gauthier, Carly Sherman, Ana Fowler and Elise Fox; Goalkeepers, Amman,
Erin Harris and Megan Raftery.

PITCHER JOHN DEITCH KEEPS ST. ANTHONY IN CHECK

St. Anthony Passes St. Francis
In St. Bart’s Playoff Semis, 7-1

By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The long wait is over for Bobby
Camisa. A 16-year veteran of the St.
Bart’s Oldtimers softball league,
Camisa never won a league champi-
onship, nor had he even played in a
title game. That changed on August
29 as Camisa and his St. Anthony
teammates downed St. Francis, 7-1,
at Brookside Park in Scotch Plains, to
earn a spot in the championship game
slated for Labor Day against St.
Wolfgang.

“Sixteen years and I have never
played in the big game,” said Camisa.
“Got to hand it to my teammates. We
picked a great team this season.”

St. Anthony, which entered the
double elimination playoff format as
the No. 4 seed, took down No. 2 seeded
St. Francis with a combination of solid
defense and even better pitching turned
in by veteran John Deitch. In what
shaped up as a marquis pitching match-
up between Deitch and St. Francis
lefthander Mike Kozlowski, it was
Deitch who proved to be lights out for
the second game in a row.

“John has only allowed one run in
each of the last two games,” said
Camisa. “We are riding him all the
way through these playoffs. He gets
the ham for this performance today.”

When asked what the “ham” was,
Deitch explained.

“We used to give out salamis for
grand slams, and cookies for great
catches but neither of those sounded
as good as giving out hams for hits.”

While Deitch was not a major fac-
tor in the offense in this game, Camisa
decided to alter the rules and awarded
Deitch with the honorary ham due to

his brilliant pitching performance.
Deitch shut out the St. Francis of-

fense in six of the seven innings he
pitched. The one run he did allow
occurred only due to an error when a
routine line drive was dropped in the
outfield allowing St. Francis to score
on the play.

St. Francis got their sole run in the
bottom of the first inning. Back-to-
back leadoff singles by Paul Leso and
Lou Messano got Deitch into his only
serious trouble of the game. St. An-
thony decided to intentionally walk
Joe Oporto to load the bases with just
one out. Joe LoBrace came to bat and
hit a line drive to center that Mike
Surbrug dropped, allowing Leso to
score from third. Surbrug quickly
picked up the ball and fired to second
base to get the force against Oporto
for the second out. Deitch then got
Kozlowski to pop up to first base,
ending the inning with just one run
across.

St. Anthony tied the game in the top
of the second. Lead singles by David
Merkel and Surbrug put runners at
first and second with no outs. Gerardo
Riepe delivered a one-out single that
plated the tying run. St. Francis pitcher
Kozlowski avoided further damage
when he got Camisa to ground out to
short.

The game was a pitching duel
through the first four innings with
neither Deitch nor Kozlowski allow-
ing another run. That all changed in
the fifth when St. Anthony erupted for
six big runs against the cagey
lefthander.

Steve Burton led off with a walk
and Deitch got aboard after an error
by the usually airtight Lou Messano

at short. From there, Merkel came
through with a big double into the
left-center gap that scored Burton.
Surbrug then reached on an error by
the second baseman, scoring another
run to make it 3-1.

Michael DiBella punched an RBI
single into left for a 4-1 lead. Riepe
got another run across on a ground
ball out. After walk to Camisa, Robert
Del Cid came to the plate and ripped
a double to deep center that scored
another run. Coady Brown then
smacked an RBI single over short that
made it 7-1. Kozlowski finally stopped
the bleeding when he got John
Greenblatt to ground back to him.
Kozlowski threw to first for the sec-
ond out and Del Cid was nailed at the
plate trying to score from third.

St. Francis could get nothing going
against Deitch and the solid defense
he had around him. Rangy shortstop
Burton recorded seven outs himself
against just one error.

Deitch was the real story though.
He shut out St. Francis over the final
six innings and did not allow more
than one base runner per inning over
the final three innings. It was the
second straight game in which Deitch
gave up just one run to the opposition.
Deitch’s performance was so good it
prompted Camisa to change the rules
for post game honors.

“We usually give the ham to a big
hitter but today, Deitch gets the ham
for not allowing any big hits!”

St. Anthony was set to play St.
Wolfgang, the No. 5 seed, in the cham-
pionship game on Labor Day morn-
ing.
St. Anthony 010 060 0 7
St. Francis 100 000 0 1

all three times. Anthony Santarelli
blasted a triple, a two-run single and
scored twice. Dana Kimmel rapped a
pair of RBI singles and scored twice.
Steve Ferro went 2-for-2 with a walk,
an RBI and two runs scored. Joe
Massimino (RBI), Dennis Watson and
Mark Mariski each singled twice and
scored once. Frank DeLuca scored
twice.

Jack Helfish, who scored once and
walked once, and Walt Serafin, who
had an RBI, were the only American
Legion men to tap Pence for two
singles. Nobody had an extra base hit.
Ed Lubas went 1-for-1, walked and
scored once. Ed Kushner (walk) and
Jack Galliano both singled and scored
once. Jim McCullough (RBI), Mark
Cowan, Geno Antonucci and John
Amato each singled.

The Legionnaires scored twice in
the bottom of the second inning when
Galliano and Lubas both singled and
scored respectively on Serafin’s chop-
ping single between first and second
and Chris Paterek’s grounder that was
mishandled.

But Yogi’s Boys battered the Le-
gionnaires with an eight-run fourth
inning and it began with DeLuca
reaching safely on an error. Ferro
yanked a single to left and Karl
Grossmann reached first on a hot chop-
per. Kimmel lined an RBI single that
eluded the leftfielder, which also al-
lowed Ferro and Grossmann’s pinch
runner to score. Straniero walked and
Massimino slapped a single to right.
Santarelli bounced a two-run single
past third and Pence pounded a two-
run single to center then later scored

on an error at second.
The American Legion scored its

other two runs in the fourth. Helfrich
hobbled an infield single towards first,
Kushner walked and Antonucci de-
flected a single off the pitcher’s glove.
Helfrich scored when Harry Streep’s
grounder was muffed then Kushner
scored on McCullough’s single over
second.

Yogi’s scored modestly with a run in
the fifth when Straniero singled and
scored on Massimino’s sizzling single
past first. But Yogi’s Boys pelted the
Legionnaires in the sixth with six runs
on six singles, two sacrifice flies, an

everybody is safe fielder’s choice and
a dropped ball in right field.

In the meantime, Pence put the
Legionnaires down 1-2-3 in the bot-
tom of the sixth then Yogi’s Boys
added one run worth of icing in the
seventh. Santarelli slammed a leadoff
triple to left and scored on Pence’s
sacrifice fly to left. McCullough ended
the inning with a running grab of
Mariski’s looper in center.

Pence did permit singles to Helfrich
and Kushner in the bottom of the
seventh but they were left stranded.
Yogi’s Boys 008 016 1 16
American Legion 020 200 0 4

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GETTING OFF THE THROW...Yogi’s Boys short fielder Dana Kimmel gets off
the throw despite a close slide by Jim McCullough of the American Legion.


