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‡The Annual Percentage Yields (APYs) shown are accurate as of the mailing date and are subject to change at any time.This is a limited time offer and may be discontinued without prior notice. The minimum balance to open and obtain the “APY“ on these CDs is 
$500.  A penalty may be imposed for early withdrawal.  Additional CD terms are available. Fees may reduce earnings. +Advantage Plus Checking is a non-interest bearing checking account with a daily minimum balance requirement of $500.The minimum to open 

at any time. New money only. Funds transferred from an existing Columbia Bank account are not eligible. Standard text and data rates may apply from your phone provider with mobile banking.

Visit ColumbiaBankOnline.com or contact our Customer Service Department at (800) 522-4167 for more information.

251 North Avenue West

(Next to the train station)

Lobby Hours

Our Grand Opening Continues 
With This Exclusive Offer!

Pick A CD That Grows At Your Pace

FREE Mobile Banking  • FREE Bill Pay • FREE Direct Deposit

EXCLUSIVE CD OFFERS

^

• Checking and Savings Accounts
• Home Mortgages
• Home Equity Credit Lines

• Online Cash Management
• Free Business Checking
• Lines of Credit
• Prime Lines of Credit for Professionals

• Debit Cards and “Intelligent” ATMs
• Mobile and Online Banking
• And So Much More!

• Term Loans & SBA Loans
• Permanent Mortgages
• And So Much More!

15-Month CD

APY *3.00%
†

APY *2.75%

PROMOTING DRONES...Union County College (UCC) and Warren County
Community College (WCC) have established an agreement to promote the usage
and training of drones (sUAS or small unmanned aircraft systems) for their
students and residents throughout New Jersey. Celebrating after the signing  are
WCC’s Board of Trustees Chairman Phil Linfante, WCC’s President William
Austin, UCC President Margaret McMenamin, and Vice-President for Academic
Affairs Maris Lown.

UCC Partners With WCC
To Offer Drone Training

CRANFORD – Union County Col-
lege and Warren County Community
College have established an agree-
ment between the two institutions to
promote the usage and training of
drones (sUAS or small unmanned
aircraft systems) for their students
and residents throughout New Jersey.
UCC President Margaret M.
McMenamin joined Warren’s Presi-
dent William Austin to sign a Memo-
randum of Collaboration at WCC’s
Washington campus on August 22.
The signing followed the dedication
of the Edward J. and Eileen Smith
Droneport at Warren’s Phillipsburg
Campus.

“This new initiative allows Union
students and others in restricted air-
space in New Jersey to train at
Warren’s pod,” stated UCC’s Presi-
dent McMenamin. “Partnering with
fellow community colleges, like our
friends at Warren, strengthens our

ability to better serve and meet the
needs of both Union and Warren stu-
dents, as well as those throughout the
state who are interested in learning
about drone technology.”

The partnership between the two
colleges will offer educational op-
portunities that can lead to associate
degrees, certificates, non-credit cer-
tificates, and workforce training. Both
colleges will promote the usage of
drones throughout their curriculums
in programs such as drone technol-
ogy, business, criminal justice, small
business development, construction,
real estate, film, photography, art,
aerial mapping, or agriculture.

Attention Candidates:
The Westfield Leader and Scotch

Plains-Fanwood Times is seeking bio-
graphical information and headshots
of candidates running in the Novem-
ber General Election. Please submit
to editor@goleader.com.

Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's

Jersey City to Sue NJ
Over Cuts In Aid

The Jersey City school board was
scheduled to vote last Thursday to
hire a law firm to challenge the state’s
new school funding law.

The new law would cut the city’s
school aid over time by $175 million,
and 30 percent of its total 2018-2019
budget, according to a Jersey Jour-
nal report. Board of Education Presi-
dent Sudhan Thomas told The Jersey
Journal the cuts “will decimate Jer-
sey City.” She called the cuts “draco-
nian” and “anti-constitution.”

“This is a civil rights issue,” Ms.
Thomas added.

The state aid cuts amount to at $3.5
million for the 2018-2019 school year
and $20 million in next year’s budget.

NJEA PAC Endorses
Menendez for Re-Election

The New Jersey Education
Association’s 125-member political
action committee has voted to endorse
U.S. Senator Bob Menendez (D) for
re-election as well as Democrats run-
ning for Congress, Donald Norcross
(D-1st), Jeff Van Drew (D-2nd), and
Andy Kim (D-3rd) for election to the
U.S. Congress. In the 4th and 7th
Congressional Districts, the NJEA
PAC recommended a voters’ choice.

Stockton University Offering
Minor in Cannabis Studies

Stockton University is offering stu-
dents a chance to minor in cannabis
studies in their School of General
Studies, according to news reports.
New Jersey is among 29 states that
have made medical marijuana legal.

“As a result of the swift growth in
medical and recreational marijuana and
the impending debates regarding legal-
ization of recreational marijuana in New
Jersey, Stockton students may find the
marijuana industry an attractive one to
enter after graduation. The minor will
expose students to some of the types of
employment they might pursue,” ac-
cording to the school’s website.

 “Students can intern in a wide va-
riety of areas: cultivation, energy ef-
ficiency, small business operations,
communications, social media, retail,
patient research, etc.,” according to a
CBS Philadelphia report.

Stockton has campuses in Gallo-
way, Manahawkin, Hammonton and
Woodbine as well a newly opened
residetial campus in Atlantic City.

Former Senator McNamara
Remembered by Colleagues

Former 23-year State Senator

Henry McNamara, a Republican from
Wyckoff in Bergen County, died Au-
gust 27 at the age of 83.

Mr. McNamara was a former Bergen
County freeholder, a former mayor of
Wyckoff and the 2002 GOP candidate
for Bergen County executive.  He
joined the Senate in 1985 after win-
ning a special election to fill the 40th
Legislative District seat of the late
Senator Garrett W. Hagedorn.  Mr.
McNamara retired in 2008.

“We lost a man who for over 20
years steadfastly served the people
of New Jersey with integrity and
honor in the Legislature. Senator
McNamara embodied the ideals of
conviction and cooperation. As an
environmental champion, he was al-
ways willing to reach across the aisle
to advance important legislation. My
deepest condolences go out to his
family. May they find peace and com-
fort in the rich legacy he has left
behind,” said Senate Minority Leader
Tom Kean (R-21st, Westfield).

Bill Would Help Alleviate
Medical Debt for Residents

TRENTON – Assembly Members
Eric Houghtaling (D-11th, Neptune)
and Joann Downey (D-11th, Ocean
Twn.) have introduced legislation
designed to assist New Jersey resi-
dents facing debt collection for un-
paid medical bills.

“Medical bills should not consume
someone’s life,” Mr. Houghtaling
said. “It is only fair that patients are
provided with feasible methods to
pay off their debt.”

The bill, A-4335, would revise
several requirements for collecting
outstanding debts for health care ser-
vices, including delaying when debts
may be referred to collection agen-
cies, requiring the option of income-
based repayment plans, providing
for deferrals on repayment in the
event of permanent disability and
for the discharge of the debt in the
event of permanent total disability
or death.

“This will be a win for concerned
patients across New Jersey,” said
Ms. Downey. “No longer will resi-
dents have to fear paying exorbitant
medical bills in an expedited fash-
ion; they will be able to make pay-
ments that make financial sense for
them.”

Specifically, the bill would pro-
hibit health care facilities and health
care professionals from reporting an
outstanding balance to a collection
agency for legal action until at least

90 days after the date the patient was
first provided a bill for the health care
services. Prior to referring the debt to
a collection agency, the facility or
professional would also be required
to offer the patient the option to par-
ticipate in an income-based repay-
ment plan under which the patient
agrees to make monthly payments in
a reasonable and affordable amount
that does not exceed 15 percent of the
patient’s discretionary income. If a
patient elects to utilize this repay-
ment plan, a debt could not be re-
ferred to a collection agency for legal
action as long as they are compliant
with the repayment plan.

The bill also provides that health
care facilities and professionals must
fully discharge any outstanding bal-
ance of a medical debt in the event the
patient dies or becomes totally and
permanently disabled. Facilities and
professionals would be required to
defer repayment of medical debts in
the event the patient becomes tempo-
rarily totally disabled. The bill was
referred to the Assembly Consumer
Affairs Committee.

NJ Medical Examiner
Joins Dept. of Health

TRENTON — To better support
the medical examiner system in New
Jersey, the Office of the Chief State
Medical Examiner joined the New
Jersey Department of Health effec-
tive September 1.

Governor Phil Murphy signed the
Revised State Medical Examiner Act
on July 3 that established the Office
of the Chief State Medical Examiner
in, but not of the Department of Health.
This law gives the Chief State Medi-
cal Examiner authority over the en-
tire medical examiner system that is
comprised of two state-administered
regional offices and eight county-op-
erated facilities.

“We look forward to working
closely with Dr. Andrew L. Falzon,
the chief state medical examiner, to
make rapid and effective improve-
ments,” said New Jersey Health Com-
missioner Shereef Elnahal. “We are
working closely with the State Medi-
cal Examiner and the Attorney
General’s Office to ensure a smooth
transition.”

Mr. Falzon said the move to the
Department of Health “follows the
recommendations of the National
Association of Medical Examiners,
which states that Medical Examiner
Offices should be independent of law
enforcement agencies. Many people
believe that the main role of medical
examiner offices is to investigate ho-

micides, but in fact, approximately
35 percent of the cases examined are
natural deaths.”

He added, “Other responsibili-
ties of the office include mass fatal-
ity preparedness, compiling death-
related statistics, monitoring emerg-
ing causes of mortality such as drugs
and infections, and reviewing in-
fant mortality cases. Having the
Medical Examiner’s Office closely
affiliated with the Health Depart-
ment will assist in facilitating these
functions.”

As part of the reforms, a board
certified forensic pathologist
will also be employed in every
office.

“These reforms will result in a more
efficient and effective medical exam-
iner system that will better meet the
needs of New Jerseyans in a more
coordinated way,” Commissioner
Elnahal said.

With a budget of $12.7 million, the
office joins the Department with 97
employees as part of this change. The
Office is responsible for investigat-
ing the cause of suspicious, violent,
unexplained and unexpected deaths,
deaths due to injury and violence and
deaths that occur in legal custody. In
2017, Medical Examiner Offices in
New Jersey reviewed about 21,000
deaths and conducted about 5,000
autopsies.

Don’t need it?

Use a Leader/TIMES

Classified Ad to Sell it!

Residents Advised on
Vote by Mail Options
COUNTY – Union County Clerk

Joanne Rajoppi advises residents that
the new application form for Vote by
Mail ballots in New Jersey now pro-
vides an option for voters to receive their
ballots automatically for every election
as well as any special elections.

The new option, signed into law by
Governor Phil Murphy on August 10,
is now in effect starting with the 2018
General Election in November. All
voters who plan to use a Vote by Mail
ballot in the 2018 General Election
must first submit an application form
as usual in order to receive their ballot.
Section 1 of the new application lists
the available options.

Applicants who wish to opt into the
new system and receive ballots for all
elections automatically, every year,
must check the box for “ALL FU-
TURE ELECTIONS.” Applicants
who only want a ballot for the upcom-
ing General Election on Tuesday,
November 6, must check the box for
“General (November).”

Vote by Mail application forms are
now available for view or download
at unioncountyvotes.com. Voters who
wish to receive an application by mail
can request one by using the form at
unioncountyvotes.com, emailing
ucvote@ucnj.org or calling (908)
527-4996.


