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The Proven Professional
Long-term success in the real estate profession is
reserved for the select few who consistently deliver
value to their clients. With unparalleled dignity and
grace, Hye-Young Choi continues to provide an
inspired level of service and outstanding results.
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PROPERTY TAXES 
TOO HIGH?
We saved property owners more 
than $168,786 in taxes last year.
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ALOHA...The Stellingwerf family visited Honolulu, Hawaii with their copy of The
Westfield Leader where they were happy the island escaped the wrath of Hurricane
Lane.

19th-Century Inscription
Found on Westfield House

Courtesy of Robert Algarin
INTERESTING DISCOVERY...A local architect and property owner were both
pleasantly surprised when the demolition of the rear portion of the house at 570
Westfield Avenue revealed “HW” and “1867” written on a beam that is part of the
house framing. The house is being converted into a pediatrics office and single-
dwelling unit.

By DANIEL W. MURPHY
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD — A local architect
and property owner were both pleas-
antly surprised when the demolition
of the rear portion of the house at 570
Westfield Avenue revealed “HW” and
“1867” written on a beam that is part
of the house framing.

The letters and numbers appear to
have been brush-stroked on the fram-
ing with white paint or some other
similar substance, according to the ar-
chitect, Robert Algarin. He thought that
the substance used for the inscription
might have even been a kind of 19th-
century plaster or spackling material.

The current owner of the property,
Westfield pediatrician Dr. Robert
Panza, found the inscription in early
August after the demolition. He was
returning to the property one after-
noon when a worker helping to con-
duct the demolition pointed to the
beam with the inscription. Dr. Panza
directly asked what was on the beam
and what “HW” meant, and the worker
replied that he thought that it was the
initials of one of the workers who had
helped build the house, and that the
numbers stood for a date. Dr. Panza
added that the former owner told him
that the house had been built in 1867.

Dr. Panza then informed Mr. Algarin
of his discovery. Mr. Algarin said that
the design of the house could likely be
considered as a variant of the “Second
Empire” architectural style. Accord-
ing to Dr. Panza and Mr. Algarin, the
property has undergone changes in
previous decades, including the demo-
lition of a 1600-square-foot barn that
used to stand on the property.

Both Dr. Panza and Mr. Algarin
warmly appreciated the discovery, and
both agreed with the demolition
worker’s speculation that the “HW”
seemed to stand for a person’s ini-
tials, and that “1867” was for the
date. What remains unknown is the
identity of HW – a Union soldier-
turned-carpenter, the owner of the
house, or even a member of the Un-
derground Railroad? Reflecting on
the past and future of the property,
Mr. Algarin commented that, “When
a building like this is continued to be
used in an ongoing way – a pediatrics
office – it’s really nice.”

According to Dr. Panza and Mr.
Algarin, the property is being reno-
vated so that the house will become a

combination pediatrics office/single-
dwelling unit, with the pediatrics ser-
vices occupying the first floor, and
the residential unit on the second and
third floors. The demolition of the
rear portion of the house took place as
part of the renovation.

In the late 1990s, plans had been
made to renovate the house as an inn.
According to documents retrieved
from the archives of the Westfield
Historical Society, in the late 1990s,
the Westfield Board of Adjustment
approved the plan to convert the house
at 570 Westfield Avenue into a bed-
and-breakfast that was to be named
“Holly Hedge,” with Maureen Garrels
identified as the proprietor. Going back
to the early 20th century, Herbert Love
was indicated as the owner of the
property in 1903, according to another
archival document. But so far, the iden-
tity of “HW” remains a mystery.

Dr. Panza and Mr. Algarin also
have discussed what to do with the
inscribed part of the beam. Mr. Algarin
was optimistic that it could be cut out,
and Dr. Panza was very enthusiastic
about the idea of putting the inscribed
part in the waiting room of the pedi-
atric services, so that visitors could
view and enjoy the bit of history that
had been uncovered. “It is a vital
beam,” said Dr. Panza, “but I plan on
finding a way to do that.”

at a cost of $550,977.
It also was confirmed that there has

been an enrollment decline for special-
education classes. Therefore the fol-
lowing programs were approved to be
removed from the 2018-2019 year of
studies: Multiple Disabilities class pro-
grams for grades 6 through 8 at Park
Middle School; Multiple Disabilities
class programs for grades 5 through 7 at
Terrill Middle School, and a half-day
Preschool Disabilities class program at
Brunner Elementary School.

At the last board of education meet-
ing before summer break, the board
had unanimously voted to award some
professional appointments for the
2018-2019 school year. Richard Barre
was appointed as the treasurer of
school monies, at an annual consult-
ing fee of $9,000 with a 0-percent
increase, and Casper P. Boehm, Jr. for
legal services to the district, at a semi-
annual consulting fee of $24,960, plus
an hourly rate of $230 for additional
services, for the time period of July 1
through December 31, 2018, with no
increase over last year’s rate.

The board also unanimously agreed
to appoint the auditing services of
Nisivoccia LLP for the fiscal year
ending June 30, 2018 at a cost of
$51,000. This is a 5.6-percent in-
crease over last year.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Schools

cations in order to increase efficiency
across all our township depart-
ments.” Additionally, she said an
effort should be made, “to bring more
services and programming to ben-
efit our seniors.”

The six candidates will take part
in a debate sponsored by The Times
on Thursday, October 18.
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LEADER IN ONTARIO...Boy Scout Troop 73, sponsored by Holy Trinity
Catholic Church, carried two issues of The Westfield Leader with them when they
did a two-week canoe trek in Algonquin Provincial Park, Ontario, Canada. They
paddled 90 miles, portaged eight miles, and tent camped 14 nights during the High
Adventure Trek.

Fanwood Council Hiring
Auditor to Look Into Taxes
By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD – A borough audit was
discussed during the Tuesday night
agenda-setting borough council meet-
ing. The discussion focused on hiring
a local auditor to look into property
taxes for the borough.

Mayor Colleen Mahr, in addition
to all the council members, were stat-
ing that 60 to 62 percent of all Fan-
wood and Scotch Plains residents pay
a “high” percentage because of the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood district’s
school budget. Council members
stated that taxpayers living in other
school districts in Union County pay
on the average of 35 percent of their
tax bill to their local schools.

Westfield was a town that was dis-
cussed as being similar to the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood school district be-
cause of size, number of residents
and home values.

According to the council and
mayor’s discussions, Westfield and
other area schools were reported to
be paying on the average about $1,000
less per student to send to school.

In other business, it was announced
that The Chelsea, an assisted living
facility located on South Avenue in
Fanwood, was scheduled to be na-
tionally recognized for its commu-
nity involvement at the American
Healthcare Association and National
Center of Assisted Living (AHCA/
NCAL) Conference held in San Di-
ego, Calif., on October 7 to 10.

According to the AHCA/NCAL,
the Fanwood assisted-living program
is being awarded for its family pro-
grams offered, such as a family bar-
becue on Grandparents Day, hosting
a family talent show, painting a fam-
ily tree, and making and dispersing a
family cookbook.

Last month, the borough council
also awarded The Chelsea for its com-
passion, caring and competency and
for its community involvement. It was

noted that The Chelsea had been serv-
ing the borough for 21 years and is the
home for cooling stations in the sum-
mer months and warming stations in
the winter months. It was also noted
that The Chelsea was active in help-
ing to raise money for the borough’s
new fire truck.

In addition, it was noted that the
borough’s Family 5K run is coming
up on Sunday, October 21 and Fanny
Wood Day is coming up on Sunday,
September 16. It is the 23rd year for
Fanny Wood Day and will be held
from 10 a.m. until 5 p.m. It will be
held in the downtown area of the
borough and will feature a petting
zoo, numerous crafters and vendors,
and food from area eateries.

The next council meeting is sched-
uled for Monday, September 17 at 7
p.m. at borough hall.

Town Signs Agreement for
Ice Rink at Gumbert Park

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD — The town is invit-
ing any interested parties to attend a
walk-through on Wednesday, Septem-
ber 12, of the pending site of a tempo-
rary ice rink at Gumbert Park follow-
ing an agreement executed July 31 for
use of the park for the ice rink and
changes that have been made to the
site plan.

An updated concept plan, as of Au-
gust 22, for the layout of the ice rink to
be located atop the basketball courts at
Gumbert Park shows some new
changes. The following is outlined in
the concept plan:

The chiller, a machine that keeps the
ice from melting, was requested by the
town to be moved between the tent and
the Garwood town line; however, the
chiller could be damaged by snow
falling off the tent onto the machine in
this location. Therefore the chiller
would need to be kept outside of the
rink near North Avenue.

The Zamboni storage tent would be
moved to the North Avenue side of the
site, from the South Chestnut side of
the site, to allow for New Jersey Ameri-
can Water Company to provide water.

A storage unit, measuring eight feet
by 40 feet, will be added near the
parking area, to temporarily store the
basketball court lights and backboards.
A bathroom trailer will be moved to fit
under the tent in order to make it
readily accessible to patrons.

The changing rooms tent originally
planned for players to change into or
out of their uniforms will be elimi-
nated. Instead, four separate ground-
level office trailers will be used to
accommodate female athletes and male
athletes. These would be placed on the
concrete picnic area, and removed in
March. The office trailers to be used as
changing areas will measure 10 feet by
30 feet each.

The trailers also will allow each team
to change separately, have the ability
for their belongings to be locked inside,
and provide lighting and heating.

The September 12 walk-through of
the site to which the public is invited is
planned for 6 p.m. and also will in-
clude town officials and Ken Ander-
son, who is the owner of Union Sports
Arena and the operator of the ice rink
proposed for Gumbert Park, Mayor
Shelley Brindle announced.

An ice rink promotions/event com-
mittee and an operating committee
also are being formed. Anyone inter-
ested in serving on the committees is

asked, by Mayor Brindle in an e-mail,
to contact John McDevitt, the vice-
president of the Westfield Ice Hockey
Club.

The contract signed on July 31 be-
tween the town and Mr. Anderson will
expire on March 31, 2019. The basket-
ball courts at Gumbert will not be us-
able between October 1 and March 31,
Town Administrator Jim Gildea told
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times. The
basketball courts are expected to be
open for play come April 1.

The ice rink is to open for business
on Thursday, November 1, and close
for business on March 1, 2019.

According to the contract, Mr. Ander-
son is to provide improvements to the
park and share 50 percent of net pro-
ceeds with the town, which will then use
the money towards state Green Acres-
funded parks, including Gumbert.

The rink operator is to install a 200-
foot by 85-foot sheet of ice, provide a
Zamboni, rental skates, rubber mats
for changing of skates, a weekly report
of sales and gross revenue to the town,
and staff, including a rink monitor, ice
technician and superintendent.

Hours of operation will be 3 to 9:10
p.m., Monday to Friday; 8 a.m. to
9:10 p.m. on Saturday; 8 a.m. to 8
p.m. on Sunday, and holidays, 8 a.m.
to 9:10 p.m.

Public skating on non-holidays will
be open 8:10 to 9:10 p.m. on Fridays;
3 to 4:30 p.m. on Saturdays, and 2:30
to 4 p.m. on Sundays. A Learn to Skate
session will be held 2:30 to 3 p.m. on
Saturdays. Family Hockey will be open
from 4:40 to 5:40 p.m. on Saturdays. A
Community Group Skating Session is
to be held from 5:50 to 7:20 p.m. on
Saturdays. Youth Open Hockey is to
take place 7:30 to 9 p.m. on Saturdays,
with Adult Open Hockey offered from
8 to 9:30 a.m. on Sundays. There are
different times allotted for holidays.

The remaining hours will be used
for hockey club and team use.

Vehicles are to park in the Gumbert
Park parking lot or on North Avenue
westbound. No parking is allowed
along Fourth Avenue and bus idling
will be prohibited. There also will be a
designated pick-up/drop-off area.

Mr. Anderson also is to add side-
walks on the easterly side of South
Chestnut Street between North Avenue
and Fourth Avenue and a sidewalk will
be installed diagonally between the
crosswalk on South Chestnut Street
(the crosswalk is located halfway be-
tween North Avenue and Fourth Av-
enue) and the ice skating rink.
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