
Page 8 Thursday, September 6, 2018 The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES                        A Watchung Communications, Inc. Publication

Westfield Leader only

The Proven Professional
Long-term success in the real estate profession is
reserved for the select few who consistently deliver
value to their clients. With unparalleled dignity and
grace, Hye-Young Choi continues to provide an
inspired level of service and outstanding results.

Hye-Young Choi
Sales Associate

Top 1% of all Coldwell Banker Agents Nationwide

#1 REALTOR, Westfield East Office, Total Production 11 Consecutive Years!

Email:  hyeyoungchoi1@gmail.com
Direct:  (908) 301-2015
Cell:  (908) 938-9248

Westfield East Office: 209 Central Avenue, Westfield, NJ 07090 • (908) 233-5555

ColdwellBankerHomes.com
©2018 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act.

Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker® and the Coldwell Banker logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.

159 Millburn Avenue  |  Millburn, New Jersey 07041  |  www.spectorfoerst.com  |  973.258.9200

PROPERTY TAXES 
TOO HIGH?
We saved property owners more 
than $168,786 in taxes last year.
Spector Foerst & Associates   |   Offices located in Union and Essex Counties   |   www.spectorfoerst.com   |   908.322.4886JAMES M. FOERST, ESQ.

DEVELOPMENTREAL ESTATE LAND USE

ALOHA...The Stellingwerf family visits Honolulu, Hawaii, with their copy of The
Westfield Leader, where they were happy the island escaped the wrath of Hurri-
cane Lane.

date. What remains unknown is the
identity of HW – a Union soldier-
turned-carpenter, the owner of the
house, or even a member of the Un-
derground Railroad? Reflecting on
the past and future of the property,
Mr. Algarin commented that, “When
a building like this is continued to be
used in an ongoing way – a pediatrics
office – it’s really nice.”

According to Dr. Panza and Mr.
Algarin, the property is being reno-
vated so that the house will become a
combination pediatrics office/single-
dwelling unit, with the pediatrics ser-
vices occupying the first floor, and
the residential unit on the second and
third floors. The demolition of the
rear portion of the house took place as
part of the renovation.

In the late 1990s, plans had been
made to renovate the house as an
inn. According to documents re-
trieved from the archives of the
Westfield Historical Society, in the
late 1990s, the Westfield Board of
Adjustment approved the plan to
convert the house at 570 Westfield
Avenue into a bed-and-breakfast
that was to be named “Holly Hedge,”
with Maureen Garrels identified as
the proprietor. Going back to the
early 20th century, Herbert Love
was indicated as the owner of the
property in 1903, according to an-
other archival document. But so far,
the identity of “HW” remains a
mystery.

Dr. Panza and Mr. Algarin also
have discussed what to do with the
inscribed part of the beam. Mr.
Algarin was optimistic that it could
be cut out, and Dr. Panza was very
enthusiastic about the idea of put-
ting the inscribed part in the waiting
room of the pediatric services, so
that visitors could view and enjoy
the bit of history that had been un-
covered. “It is a vital beam,” said
Dr. Panza, “but I plan on finding a
way to do that.”
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Westfield Schools
Betsy Savnik and her positive role at
Westfield High School.

Additional security measures also
will be implemented following an
administrators’ meeting with the
board’s security experts over the
summer for the most up-to-date ad-
vice.

Another improvement at the high
school is the brand-new innovation
classroom funded by a grant. This
classroom has power outlets acces-
sible from the ceiling, LED lighting
and furniture that can be easily con-
figured in different ways or stacked
to make room for classes such as
robotics and the new engineering
course.

“We’re very excited about that and
looking forward to the new course,”
said Superintendent Dolan. “Our el-
ementary teachers are excited about
implementing the new science cur-
riculum. We have also worked with
our supervisors and teachers on
which devices suit different situa-
tions and the engineering students
will have laptops loaded with the
appropriate software rather than the
usual Chromebooks.”

The superintendent is aware of the
regular assessments carried out by
newspapers and magazines that mea-
sure the achievements of Westfield
against other high schools in the state.
She advises parents to decide what is
important to them about a high school
for their child and to check what
criteria is used for each assessment
before deciding whether it is mean-
ingful to them.

“The most recent assessment fo-

cuses on the number of students who
take AP courses,” she said. “We cer-
tainly offer AP courses and our stu-
dents do well, but there’s been a
trend in other schools where they
mandate that students have to take
one or more AP courses,” she said.

“AP courses are not necessary for
every student. The opportunity is
great for some students, but some
students may prefer, for example, to
take SAT subject tests. For some
parents, it may be the graduation
rates or the percentage that go to
college. For some it may be the num-
ber of AP classes is important to
you,” Superintendent Dolan said.

The superintendent said the dis-
trict always looks at the assessments
to decide whether they highlighted
areas they should be working on.

Finally, she spoke of proposed
changes regarding state assessments
that came with the change of gover-
nor.

“Assessments are important in edu-
cation,” she said. “A good assess-
ment provides everyone with infor-
mation, but I think they were too
long and there were too many and it
stopped education during part of the
school year. So I’m glad it appears
there are going to be fewer in the
high school. And in the elementary
grades and intermediate grades, I’m
glad that it’s proposed they will be
shorter,” she said.

Legislation has yet to be passed
before the proposed changes to
PARCC (Partnership for Assessment
of Readiness for College and Ca-
reers) testing take effect.

Hearing Off. Recommended
In Police Misconduct Case

By KATE BROWNE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE — Borough
Attorney John C. Post explained
during Tuesday’s borough council
meeting that the law firm that
handles the municipality’s labor and
employment matters had recom-
mended that the borough appoint
Robert A. Verry as the hearing of-
ficer for the disciplinary proceed-
ing involving former officer Tho-
mas Murphy.

Mr. Murphy is named as a defen-
dant in a lawsuit filed by five mem-
bers of the Mountainside Police
Department and a part-time em-
ployee last spring.

The suit alleges that Mr. Murphy
and former police chief Alan
Attanasio and police officer An-
drew Huber engaged in racist, ho-
mophobic and sexist conduct, sev-
eral instances of which were cap-
tured on video.

Mr. Attanasio and Mr. Huber vol-
untarily resigned in late July and
forfeited all accrued compensation
other than what they were entitled
to under federal wage laws. Mr.
Murphy has not resigned. Under
New Jersey employment law, he is
entitled to a hearing.

Mr. Verry presently is a full-time
assistant professor of American Po-
litical and Governmental Affairs at
Centenary University, which has its
main campus in Hackettstown, N.J.
According to the school’s website,
Mr. Verry served in law enforce-
ment from 1988 until his retirement
in 2008. He is a founding member
of the New Jersey Internal Affairs

Association and has been directly
and indirectly involved in more than
1,000 police misconduct investiga-
tions. Mr. Verry also has presented
at over 100 seminars relating to
internal affairs investigations.

Unlike most employees who can
be terminated at will, New Jersey
law provides special employment
protections to members of law en-
forcement. In New Jersey, a police
officer can only be removed from his
or her position if he or she voluntar-
ily resign, if they are terminated for
cause, or if a termination is negoti-
ated. The termination for cause pro-
cess in New Jersey is one of the most
onerous in the country. The state is
one of only five in the nation that
does not have an officer decertifica-
tion process, and as a result, it often
requires a criminal conviction be-
fore an officer can be removed.

An officer such as Mr. Murphy,
who a municipality wishes to termi-
nate for cause, is entitled to a disci-
plinary hearing, which can take sev-
eral months. He or she also is en-
titled to a civil appeal if not happy
with the results of the hearing.

In other business, the council ap-
proved two raffle applications,
agreed to participate in the Union
County leaf disposal program, and
approved the appointment of Zanny
Lopez as deputy court administra-
tor at an annual salary of $47,000.

The next meeting of the govern-
ing body will be on Tuesday, Sep-
tember 18, when there will be a
second reading and public hearing
on a proposed ordinance relating to
the size of sheds in the community.

struction site. A fabric mesh is to be
affixed to the fence, which is to be a
six-foot-high, chain link fence.

Also, an ordinance was passed to
change the meter hours of parking lot
4, located behind Baron’s Drug Store,
to end at 8 p.m. instead of 9 p.m.

During public comment, Kevin
Monroe of Windsor Avenue said the
Unity Day event held on Sunday was
the “first time in three years we haven’t
had police problems.” In the past, Mr.
Monroe told the council he had re-
ceived tickets from the police per-
taining to the event.

Councilwoman Linda Habgood
said in a finance committee update
that the end-of-the-year finances “look
good.”

Councilman Mark LoGrippo asked
why parking revenue was down 35
percent. Mayor Brindle said parking
enforcement is down. “We made an
intentional decision,” she said, to ease
up on issuing parking tickets and give
people an extra 15 minutes. The po-
lice department also is “down one
enforcement officer, which is inten-
tional,” Mayor Brindle said.

During the conference session held
prior to the official council meeting,
the council agreed to allow the PBA
to hold its car show on Saturday,
September 22, at the South Avenue
train station parking lot.

The owners of Addams Tavern have
told Mayor Brindle they are “com-
mitted to being back here.” The mayor
said she hopes they will be open by
AddamsFest, since their umbrella
company, Harvest Restaurant Group,
is providing the beer and wine for the
downtown event, but she could not
confirm when the restaurant would
open.

Half of the road construction
projects scheduled for the year are
completed, and are on track, Mr.
Gildea said. A portion of Elm Street
and Sylvania Street are slated for next
week.

With summer coming to an end,
Mr. Gildea said it was a “successful”
Memorial Pool season. Pool mem-
bers are to receive a survey via e-mail
in the coming weeks to assess im-
provements needed for next year, he
said. He said 1,600 children partici-
pated in programs.

The 9/11 memorial service is sched-
uled for 7 p.m. on Tuesday, Septem-
ber 11, at the 9/11 Memorial Park.

During public comment at the con-
ference session, Fabio Araneo of A&S

Sanitation made comments pertain-
ing to the health department’s consid-
eration of allowing once-a-week trash
pickup. The board of health is to
decide at its Monday, October 1, meet-
ing if it will allow residents to choose
if they want to hire their private hauler
to provide trash pickup once a week
instead of two times per week.

Mr. Araneo said it is a health issue
to let trash sit for a week. He also
argued the cost savings to residents is
not there, saying it may save someone
$2 to $4 per month because the trash
truck will be going out for pickups to
those residents who choose to have
pickups twice a week, and so the
costs of the truck and gas remain the
same.
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Westfield Council

report of sales and gross revenue to
the town, and staff, including a rink
monitor, ice technician and superin-
tendent.

Hours of operation will be 3 to 9:10
p.m., Monday to Friday; 8 a.m. to
9:10 p.m. on Saturday; 8 a.m. to 8
p.m. on Sunday, and holidays, 8 a.m.
to 9:10 p.m.

Public skating on non-holidays will
be open 8:10 to 9:10 p.m. on Fridays;
3 to 4:30 p.m. on Saturdays, and 2:30
to 4 p.m. on Sundays. A Learn to
Skate session will be held 2:30 to 3
p.m. on Saturdays. Family Hockey
will be open from 4:40 to 5:40 p.m.
on Saturdays. A Community Group
Skating Session is to be held from
5:50 to 7:20 p.m. on Saturdays. Youth
Open Hockey is to take place 7:30 to
9 p.m. on Saturdays, with Adult Open
Hockey offered from 8 to 9:30 a.m.

WESTFIELD — The Westfield Po-
lice Department is offering residents
a chance to get to know the people
serving you, according to police
department’s website. The department
is hosting a “Pizza with the Police”
event on Wednesday, September, 19
from 5 to 7 p.m. at Outta Hand Pizza,
located at South Avenue West. Resi-
dents can meet with their police offic-
ers, ask questions and discuss con-
cerns. Complimentary pizza and soda
will also be provided.

For more information, call (908)
789-6040 or visit the Westfield Po-
lice Facebook event page.

RINK RE-DO…The concept plan for the ice rink proposed for Gumbert Park has
been revised. The layout pictured shows the changes to the plan as of Aug. 22.

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader
WUF TURNS 80...John Walker, president of the board of the Westfield United
Fund, and Deirdre Gelinne, executive director of the Westfield United Fund,
receive a proclamation Tuesday from Westfield Mayor Shelley Brindle announc-
ing their 80 years of service to the community. The goal for this year is receive
$500,000 in donations. A gala is planned for Saturday, September 29.
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Ice Rink at Gumbert Park
on Sundays. There are different times
allotted for holidays.

The remaining hours will be used
for hockey club and team use.

Rates for use of the rink were not
disclosed.

Vehicles are to park in the Gumbert
Park parking lot or on North Avenue
westbound. No parking is allowed
along Fourth Avenue and bus idling
will be prohibited. There also will be
a designated pick-up/drop-off area.

Mr. Anderson also is to add side-
walks on the easterly side of South
Chestnut Street between North Av-
enue and Fourth Avenue and a side-
walk will be installed diagonally be-
tween the crosswalk on South Chest-
nut Street (the crosswalk is located
halfway between North Avenue and
Fourth Avenue) and the ice skating
rink.

WPD to Host
Pizza With Police


