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want responding if you are in
trouble,” said Chief Wright.

On June 5, 2016, James
Langston had fallen unconscious
at Crunch Fitness when Officer
Suggs utilized a defibrillator to
realign Mr. Langston’s heart
rhythm, stated Chief Wright. The
chief presented Patrolman Suggs
with a Life Saving Award.

Lieutenant David Perrotta, Dis-
patcher Diane Petraccoro and Pa-
trolman Suggs received the Life
Saving Award for responding to
an unconscious individual at 511
East Street.

On January 20, 2015, Officer
Suggs, Officer Jeffrey Kleinsorgen
and Sergeant P.J. Lewis saved an
84-year-old man who had fallen
unconscious, stated Chief Wright.
While working overtime “road
duty on a traffic project,” Officer
Suggs noticed the man had lost
consciousness and began admin-
istering resuscitation until a
defibrillator could be adminis-
tered, stated Chief Wright.

“Sometimes there is simple

things,” said Chief Wright as he
introduced Sergeant Lewis for
the Honorable Service Award.

Sergeant Lewis responded to a
“suspicious-persons complaint,”
realizing the individual in question
outside Dunkin’ Donuts was a
homeless person. Sergeant Lewis
transported the individual to an-
other town, paying for a hotel
room with his own money on his
own accord, stated Chief Wright.

Chief Wright was noticeably
emotional while describing Ser-
geant Lewis’s altruism.

Dispatcher Petraccoro received
the Honorable Service Award for
her ability to manage an “inun-
dation of resident phone calls”
while corresponding with emer-
gency response units, police per-
sonnel and fire department per-
sonnel who responded to a “sig-
nificant” structure fire on No-
vember 13, 2012.

“They’re the people you never
see; the unsung heroes,” said
Chief Wright.

Sergeant John Wright, Officer

Scott Eriksen and Officer Valerio
Zuena de-escalated a situation
involving an individual who
wielded a 12-inch kitchen knife.
The perpetrator escaped on foot
after engaging another individual
in a physical altercation, stated
Chief Wright. All three officers
were honored with the Meritori-
ous Service Award.

Officer Jonathan Pridy, Sergeant
Lewis and Lieutenant Samuel
Rocco received the Exceptional
Service Award for apprehending
a serial “car burglar.”

Patrolman Joseph Ostrander re-
ceived the Meritorious Service
Award for his actions of sup-
pressing a fire at a residence,
and under heavy smoke condi-
tions did a complete search of the
house.

In other business, Mayor
Charles Lombardo said that he
spoke with Tony DiGiovanni of
Garden Homes. Mr. DiGiovanni
stated the Paperboard site demo-
lition process should be com-
plete by Saturday, December 8,
2018. The construction process
should take around 18 months or
so, stated Mayor Lombardo, ref-
erencing his conversation with
Mr. DiGiovanni.

New Jersey American Water Op-
erations Manager Michael Bange
provided an update on the water
main replacement and water flow
restoration process. Mr. Bange
stated that New Jersey American
Water will alter its plans because
of budgetary concerns within the
company. American Water will
replace mains on Oak Street and
New Street next year instead of a
total pipe restoration, stated Mr.
Bange.

The process will only take a
couple of weeks and will not in-
clude the road being dug up or
subsequently having to be re-
paved, stated Mr. Bange.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader and The Times
PAST PRESENT LEADERSHIP...Garwood Mayor Charles  Lombardo, right,
poses with former Mayors Dennis McCarthy, left, and George Casabona at  last
month’s Garwood Historical Committee's 25th anniversary rededication of the
Georgiana Gurrieri Memorial Park.

Garwood Police Personnel Receive Valor Awards

Jackson Drive Robbery
Suspect Arrested

CRANFORD — Police have made
an arrest in connection with a
robbery that occurred early Sat-
urday morning on Jackson Drive
in Cranford.

Christopher Bruton-Frazier, 31,
of Maplewood was arrested the
same day and charged with rob-
bery and two counts of fraudu-
lent use of a credit card following
a police investigation.

Police said the 25-year-old vic-
tim, who was walking near his
place of employment, was ap-
proached at 12:44 a.m. by a
black man with a knife who de-
manded all his personal posses-
sions. After the suspect commit-
ted the robbery, he fled the area
in a white Honda Accord being
driven by a male accomplice.

Detective Derek Farbanec of
the Cranford Police Department
led the follow-up investigation
and discovered a significant lead
when one of the suspects used
the victim’s credit card to at-
tempt a fraudulent transaction
at a Roselle Park business. The

Cranford Police Detective Bureau
was quickly able to ascertain the
identity of the suspect who com-
mitted the robbery and with the
help of the Maplewood Police
Department, arrested him at his
home around 7 a.m. the same
day, according to a police de-
partment press release.

Bruton-Frazier was taken into
custody and remanded to the
Union County jail in Elizabeth
pending a detention hearing.
Additional charges are pending
and an ongoing investigation is
taking place to identify the sec-
ond suspect involved in the crime,
police said.

“I am proud of the work that
Detective Farbanec and the De-
tective Bureau has done and will
continue to do for our police de-
partment,” Police Chief Ryan
Greco said. “This is an example
of the hard work our officers do
on a daily basis to keep our com-
munity safe, and I am thankful
for their professionalism and ex-
pertise.”

Cranford Event to Feature
New Jersey Cranberry

CRANFORD — The New Jersey
Cranberry, a Public Scholars
Project lecture sponsored by the
New Jersey Council for the Hu-
manities and featuring teas and
food scholar Judith Krall-Russo,
will be held on Saturday, October
20, at 1 p.m. This look at one of
New Jersey’s iconic foods will
take place at the Cranford Com-
munity Center, located at 220
Walnut Avenue.

One of the few fruits indig-
enous to North America, the cran-
berry has been an important crop
for New Jersey since the 19th
century. But these tart berries
were essential even before then,
as the Native Americans were

using cranberries as food, medi-
cine and dyes long before Euro-
peans arrived. Between the Jer-
sey cranberry cultivation and
culinary contributions, the cran-
berry has a rich history in the
Garden State.

This program was made pos-
sible by a grant from the New
Jersey Council for the Humani-
ties, a state partner of the Na-
tional Endowment for the Hu-
manities. Any views, findings,
conclusions or recommendations
in this program do not necessar-
ily represent those of the Na-
tional Endowment for the Hu-
manities or the New Jersey Coun-
cil for the Humanities. Probitas Verus Honos


