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Westfield Art Assoc. Exhibit
At Freeholders Gallery

COUNTY – The Westfield Art
Association (WAA) is currently dis-
playing artwork at the Freeholders
Gallery through October 31.

Local artists Dante Bonardi, Arlene
Carallo, Anne Castellano, John V.
Curch, Paul Federico, Maxine King,
Avi Kiriakatis, Constantine Kiriakatis,
Jean Literate, Hedviga Matiejunas,
Jim Temple, Barbara Wallace, Vickie
Williams and Jocelyn Wong have
works on display.

“The Freeholders Gallery provides
an opportunity for the public to con-
nect with Union County residents from
all walks of life, who contribute their
passion for creative expression to en-
rich our community,” said Freeholder
Chairman Sergio Granados. “We are
very proud to host this new exhibit by
the Westfield Art Association.”

Founded in 1922, the WAA is the
oldest independent arts organization
in the state of New Jersey. A non-profit
volunteer organization, it provides art
education and public exhibits and ac-
tively encourages its members in the
pursuit and development of their indi-
vidual artistic goals and growth. The
WAA welcomes all artistic mediums
and all levels of experience.

Public art events organized by the
WAA include art education lectures,
hands-on art studio workshops, gal-
lery exhibits, outdoor art exhibitions
and pop-up galleries in Westfield res-
taurants and storefront windows.

The Freeholders Gallery is located
on the sixth floor of the Union County
Administration Building, 10
Elizabethtown Plaza in Elizabeth, and
is open 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. weekdays.

‘Monster Mash Poets’ Haunt
The Carriage House

 FANWOOD – The Carriage House
Poetry Series will celebrate the Hal-
loween season with a special program
on Tuesday, October 16, beginning at
8 p.m. in the Patricia Kuran Arts Cen-
ter on Watson Road, off North Martine
Avenue, adjacent to Fanwood Bor-
ough Hall at 75 N. Martine Avenue.

The program, called “Monster
Mash” in the spirit of the season, will
feature New Jersey poets in costumes
who will read their own poems and
the works of such time-honored poets
as Edgar Allan Poe, Emily Dickinson,
Dylan Thomas, Robert Service and
Sylvia Plath.

 Performers will include Armaged-
don Amanda Berry from Garwood;
Tombstone Tony Gruenewald from
Edison; Nightmare Nancy Lubarsky
and Jagged John McDermott from
Cranford; Ghostly Gary Szelc and
Terrifying Tom Plante from Fanwood;
and Boneyard Bob Rosenbloom from
Bound Brook. Emceeing will be Ap-
palling Adele Kenny, Carriage House
founding director and Fanwood’s Poet
Laureate. These performers are prize-
winning poets, editors, publishers,
teachers/professors, a school super-
intendent, and authors of numerous
poetry collections.

 The Carriage House Poetry Series
was launched in 1998 at the Kuran
Arts Center, an historic Gothic Re-
vival structure that was once a 19th
century carriage house, hence the name
of the series. The October 16 reading
is free and open to the public. An open
mic for readers who come in costume
will follow the featured performances.
Refreshments will be served.

For more information, call (908)
889-7223 or (908) 889-5298, or visit
carriagehousepoetryseries.blogspot.com.

PORCHFEST...On Saturday, October 13, from 2 to 5 p.m. Cranford will host the
second annual Porchfest where bands will perform on the porches of homes across
the township. The rain date is Saturday, October 20. Pictured are The Lovehandles,
a local funk band who will perform at Porchfest. To see addresses of porches and
the band listings, go to https://cranfordporchfest.wixsite.com/porchfest.

LOCAL VIEW...“Atonement” by Constantine Kiriakatis is one of the works
exhibited this month by the Westfield Art Association at the Freeholders Gallery.

Original Artwork By Charles
Addams On Loan for Exhibit

WESTFIELD – As part of
AddamsFest, the Town of Westfield
will showcase the Charles Addams Art
Exhibit, graciously on loan from the
collection of the Tee & Charles Addams
Foundation, from
October 22
through October
30 at the James
Ward Mansion.
The collection will
feature 40 hand-
picked original
drawings, cartoons
and personal pho-
tographs — with
classic Addams
Family pieces, as
well as those brim-
ming with hints of
Westfield and
h i g h l i g h t i n g
Addams’ love of
New York City.

This exhibit will
also feature the unveiling of the newly
emancipated Charles Addams’ skel-
eton artwork. Affectionately named
“Dudley,” this life-sized Addams origi-
nal, drawn during his Westfield child-
hood, spent almost 100 years on the
second floor of a barn on East Dudley
Avenue. Current homeowners Jenni-
fer and Samuel Khichi are lending it
on a long-term basis to the town, gen-
erously sharing this valuable piece of

history with the community.
“We are incredibly fortunate to bring

the work of Westfield native Charles
Addams back home for our town-wide
AddamsFest celebration,” said Coun-

cilwoman Dawn
Mackey, chairper-
son of
AddamsFest.

Tickets are
available online at
www.addamsfest.com/
art-exhibit, and
can also be ob-
tained at the James
Ward Mansion
during the
exhibit’s operating
hours. Weekday
group tours are
available by ap-
pointment only
from 9 a.m. to 2
p.m. by contacting
addamsfest@gmail.com.

A portion of the proceeds from the
suggested $5 to $10 donation will go
towards the Charles Addams Fund,
which provides scholarships to
Westfield High School seniors pursu-
ing a career in the arts. The Charles
Addams Art Exhibit is sponsored, in
part, by Anthony James Construction.

Reprinted with permission from The
Tee & Charles Addams Foundation.

Open Auditions for The
Foreigner  Oct. 14-16
WESTFIELD -- Westfield Commu-

nity Players will be holding open audi-
tions for the comedic-farce, The For-
eigner by Larry Shue.  Auditions take
place October 14 at 6 p.m., and Octo-
ber 15 and 16 at 7:30 p.m. All roles are
open. It is being directed by Linda
Correll. The cast consists of 5 males
between the ages of 15 to 65; two
females between the ages of 35 to 60.

Those who wish to audition can see
the character descriptions by visiting,
www.westfieldcommunityplayers.org/
WCPauditions.html.

Tom Plante and Adele Kenny, co-
directors of Fanwood Arts Council

Murder Mystery
Tickets on Sale Now
CRANFORD -- The Cranford Area

Chamber of Commerce is hosting an
interactive Comedy Mystery entitled
“Mind Over Murder Séance” at Gar-
lic Rose Bistro, located at 28 North
Avenue, W., Cranford, on Friday,
October 26, from 6 to 9:30 p.m. Mur-
der and laughter ensues when a world-
famous psychic performs a séance to
resurrect the spirit of an infamous
1920’s rum runner. All are invited to
join in the laughter and possibly be
part of the cast. Tickets are $50 per
person, which includes a buffet din-
ner and the show. Cash bar will be
available. Reserve tickets, which are
limited, by calling (908) 272-6114 or
visit www.cranfordareachamber.com.
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One Popcorn, Poor  — Two Popcorns, Fair — Three Popcorns, Good — Four Popcorns, Excellent

Juliet, Naked
Anatomy of a Triangle

3 popcorns

By Michael S. Goldberger
film critic

Ethan Hawke’s Tucker Crowe in Jesse
Peretz’s intelligent, seriocomic Juliet,
Naked, had me thinking back to 1969
when, during a hiccup in my education, I
visited my best friend, rock ‘n’ roller
Howard “Richard” Tepp, in Malibu. It
was the era of free love and, like the
fictitious Tucker Crowe, Howie, through
the cooperation of some enthusiastic
groupies, had strewn the landscape with
several progeny. The other similarity be-
tween the two is the cult following that
grew out of their brief stardom.

Fact is, throughout history there have
been many such multi-pollinating trou-
badours who, intentionally or not, have
substituted legacies of their DNA for the
long-lasting career success that, alas, had
eluded them. The syndrome, fraught with
repercussion and cause for moral scru-
tiny, is little studied. But if some univer-
sity ever offers a three-credit course in
“The Assuaging of Guilt and Ethical Re-
sponsibility of the Former Male Rock
Star to the Children he Fathered While on
Tour,” Juliet, Naked would be an apt part
of the syllabus.

Living in upstate New York in a garage
behind the home of the last lady to col-
laborate with him, the arrangement strictly
Plutonic now, Tucker has ostensibly re-
tired from the fires of his spring to help
raise their young son, Jackson (Azhy
Robertson). There, in autumnal repose he
unintentionally embodies a Salinger-like
mystery via an Internet full of speculat-
ing, diehard fans and, judging by
Jackson’s adulation, has been successful
in his self-defined stab at redemption.
But of course the destinies of the film’s
main characters can’t wait to upset this
applecart.

Across the pond in a seaside enchant-
ment, museum curator Annie, portrayed
with a troubled but sweet resolve by Rose
Byrne, has pretty much had it up to her
fish and chips with Tucker Crowe. Oh,
the cognizance is entirely tangential. You
see, her beau Duncan, doubtlessly the
chief reason for the stagnancy in their
childless, fifteen-year relationship, is a
rabid aficionado of the singer-
songwriter…a veritable repository of
minutiae both gossipy and presumably
erudite. Aside from his pretentions as an
instructor at the local college, his every
moment is devoted to idolization.

Thus, it only makes coincidentally
ironic sense that, in sarcastically chiming
in on a blog specifically to contradict her
Crowe-obsessed steady, Annie wins the
rare attention of the man himself. Tucker
finds her honest and astutely refreshing.
And, after what one can assume is deemed
a reasonable time insofar as Internet tête-
à-têtes go, to continue a family tradition
he’ll soon be visiting London to welcome
his illegitimate daughter, Lizzie’s (Ayoola
Smart) imminently expected love child.
Can they meet for coffee?

What follows, my American ear some-
times compromised by proper British
accents, is a witty stitching of telling
moments that quietly wins our attention.
The fortunes of the ensuing triangle’s
principals collide in a unique meld of
both the cerebral and the jocular. In enter-
taining contradiction to the happenstance
tacitly claiming to be the root of all hu-
man dilemma, Annie’s near fatalistic ac-
ceptance of things suggests that before
the closing credits roll, yin and yang are
going to have a bit of a donnybrook. It’s
free will versus accepting what you get.

Translation: It’s a love story, but a
hesitant one worried about all the bag-
gage Cupid must drag over the finish line
if the fabled musician and the modest
docent are to sail off into the sunset. We
have hope, but also allow for the possibil-
ity that reality will rear its devastating
head. Then again, with Tucker as the
catalyst, Annie, suddenly able to dream
again, is able to admit she’s been living a
dead end. And Tucker has certainly expe-
rienced enough of life to have acquired
the wisdom that’s supposed to come of it.
The seventh or eighth time is a charm,
n’est-ce pas?

Still again, there are those 3,000 miles
and completely diverse lifestyles to con-
sider. And gosh knows, what with unac-
counted-for offspring regularly showing
up on Tucker’s doorstep, what other sur-

prises await? So, your sense of romanti-
cism is called to duty, conscripted to join
history’s pantheon of poets and philoso-
phers in their ceaseless mulling of
civilization’s greatest question: Does love
indeed conquer all? Just to throw us
through a loop or two while we’re trying
to guess how it’ll all turn out, director
Peretz exercises a mischievous set of
twists.

If you have ever been in love…y’know,
the kind that makes you feel sorry for
everyone who has never had the same
exultant feeling of certainty and wellbeing,
Miss Byrne and Mr. Crowe’s potential
lovers offer a nice reminder of that feel-
ing undefinable other than by dramatic
example. And if you have never had such
good fortune, but think you might like to
one day, Juliet, Naked also lays bare the
inherent stumbling blocks and compro-
mises sure to be unavoidable in your
quest.

…
Juliet, Naked, rated R, is a Lionsgate

release directed by Jesse Peretz and stars
Rose Byrne, Ethan Hawke and Chris
O’Dowd. Running time: 105 minutes.

Learn Reiki Healing at
Fanwood Library

FANWOOD -- On Thursday, Oc-
tober 18, at 7 p.m. The Fanwood
Memorial Library, located at 5 Forest
Road, will present a Reiki workshop.
Attendees will learn how Reiki Heal-
ing can help reduce stress and expand
creativity. Reiki master Jennifer
Heflin will explain what Reiki therapy
is, how it works and its many uses.

Ms. Heflin is a Personal Transfor-
mation Guide, Usui Reiki Master and
Founder of Angels Evolution. She
writes about increasing self-aware-
ness and finding balance and teaches
individuals and organizations how to
change their lives and businesses
through personal growth.

To register or for more informa-
tion, visit www.fanwoodlibary.org or
call (908) 322-6400.

Hearth and Home
Kitchen Tour This Sat.

WESTFIELD — The Hearth and
Home Kitchen Tour takes place Satur-
day, October 13, from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
The Tour gives the public the opportu-
nity to tour the living area and kitchen
space of six, spectacular homes in
Westfield in a self-paced tour. Contrac-
tors and designers will be at each home
to discuss the construction and interior
design details of the homes. Attendees
will be invited to sample many cuisines
from local chefs and bakers while tour-
ing each home. The first 400 guests will
receive a gift bag. As in past years, there
will be raffles with amazing prizes.

Tickets  can be bought for $40 at
www.westfieldkitchentour.com, or for
$45 at the event. This event is pre-
sented by the Home and School Asso-
ciation for the benefit of Holy Trinity
School in Westfield and Mountainside.


