
Page 4  Thursday, October 11, 2018 The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

Jeff Gruman
SALES MANAGER

Michael L. Bartiromo
 MARKETING PRODUCTION

Robert P. Connelly
BUSINESS OPERATIONS

The Westfield Leader

POSTMASTER:  Send address changes to the offices of the newspapers at
         P. O. Box 250, Westfield, New Jersey 07091

P.O. Box 250 • 251 North Avenue, West
Westfield, N.J. 07091

Horace R. Corbin
PUBLISHER

David B. Corbin
ASSISTANT PUBLISHER & SPORTS

Ben Corbin
SERVICES

Published every Thursday by Watchung Communications, Inc.

Tele: (908) 232-4407 • E-mail: editor@goleader.com • Web: www.goleader.com • Fax: (908) 232-0473

One-year – $36 • Two-year – $68 • Three-year – $99
SUBSCRIPTION PRICE

— Established 1890 —

The Scotch Plains – Fanwood

TIMES   Since 1959

Members of:
New Jersey Press Association • National Newspaper Association • Greater Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce

Scotch Plains Business & Professional Association • Fanwood Business & Professional Association

Paul Peyton
ASSIGNMENT EDITOR

Suzette F. Stalker
COMMUNITY

Christina M. Hinke
EDUCATION & ARTS

Periodicals – Postage Paid at Rahway, New Jersey

www.goleader.com/subscribe

Legal Newspaper for the County of Union, New Jersey
and for Westfield, Mountainside, Scotch Plains, Fanwood, Cranford and Garwood

State LD-22
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asm. Jim Kennedy (D)
34 E. Cherry St.
Rahway, N.J. 07065
(732) 943-2660

Asw. Linda Carter (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

State LD-21
Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)

425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

LD-21 includes Westfield,
Mountainside, Garwood,
Summit and Cranford.

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance (R)
425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090
(908) 518-7733

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Plainfield, Clark,
Rahway  and Linden.

senkean@njleg.org, senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org, aswmunoz@njleg.org
asmkennedy@njleg.org, asmgreen@njleg.org

12th Congressional District
Rep. Bonnie Watson Coleman (D)
850 Bear Tavern Road, Suite 201, Ewing, N.J. 08628
(609) 883-0026
[Fanwood, Plainfield and most of Scotch Plains
are in the 12th Congressional District]

[Westfield, Mountainside, Garwood, Summit and Cranford
are in the 7th Congressional District]
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Letters to
the Editor

The Westfield Track Team Busing
Proposal Disturbs Me

I am deeply disturbed by the
Westfield Board of Education
(BOE)’s motion to proceed with a
March 1 Kehler Stadium project start
date, which will severely inconve-
nience students who are participating
in track and the parents who have to
drive them to and from alternate loca-
tions for track practices during this
proposed reconstruction period.

March 1 occurs in a cold period
month and the BOE reasoning that
March 1 is part of a period of warmer
months seems unqualified. Given that
March and April still experience cold
weather and snow, the date of March
1 does not seem well-thought out.

Students in the track team are al-
ready on a tight academic schedule.
Westfield High School is very com-
petitive academically. High school
students are responsible for main-
taining the high academic standards
that the Westfield School District
expects of them. Moreover, many of
these students are competitively seek-
ing admission to colleges throughout
the country. Busing the track team
students to other schools after those
schools’ practices are completed and
having them complete those prac-
tices and their academic requirements
at a later time are recipes for disaster.
Parents will have to accommodate
these disruptions as well. Doing this
will put our students at a competitive
disadvantage academically.

Disruptions in the current schedule
will adversely affect the quality of
life for parents and families involved.
For example, if a track team student’s
schedule is disrupted by the busing
alone, this affects the schedule of the
student’s participation in other extra-
curricular activities that may be ben-
eficial to his/her academic aspira-
tions as well as contributions to those
activities and school. The parent may
have to change his/her work schedule

and personal life to accommodate
this disruption. The parent may have
to seek the services of a caregiver if
the track team student is not home at
a certain time to take care of any
younger sibling especially if the par-
ent works on a later schedule. Yes, we
may have to make sacrifices, but ask-
ing parents and students to make sac-
rifices for an extra two to three hours
daily is just very disruptive.

A number of students have consid-
ered quitting the track team for the
spring season if this comes to pass.
Moreover, a number of parents are
leaning towards telling their children
to not participate in track in order to
concentrate on their academic stud-
ies. From a school athletics stand-
point, the track team may face a crisis
by this possible attrition. The
Westfield Track Team is a highly-
competitive organization in the State
of New Jersey. Reconstruction of
Kehler Stadium during the spring sea-
son and the school year will diminish
the track program’s ability to recruit
and maintain student athletes.

Westfield BOE, are you willing to
take responsibility if those track team
students of high-academic caliber sud-
denly exhibit decreased academic
performance due to this Kehler Sta-
dium shutdown and busing proposal?
Are you willing to accept responsi-
bility for possible attrition of the
Westfield Track Team if this comes to
pass? Have you considered alternate
plans if your strategy does not work
and does not benefit the community
as a whole?

Please consider delaying the start
date by a few months. I understand
that there is a BOE meeting to be held
on October 9. I, and others, are plan-
ning on attending the meeting to ex-
press our concerns over this proposal.

Romerl Elizes,
University of Maryland

Save One Life Or Ease
The Social Stress

I just read your editorial on “Safe-
guarding Schools Requires Ongoing,
Multifaceted Approach.” I thank The
[Scotch Plains-Fanwood] Times for
recognizing the need to help students
become more inclusive and con-
nected. Recognizing the “Start With
Hello Program” will hopefully alert
parents and other community leaders
to the benefit of such programs.

Will the program end all student
interaction problems? Probably not,
but as your editorial suggests, it will
help. I hope to continue to work with
the SP-F BOE to bring other aspects
of the Sandy Hook Promise “Know
the Signs” programs to the School
System and support programs like
Mallory’s Army that specifically ad-
dress suicide.

If these programs save one life or
ease the social stress that some stu-
dents feel and allow them to be the
best students they can be, it is worth
the effort. Again, thank you.

Al Smith
Scotch Plains Mayor

This Is Why Americans Continue
To Lose Faith In Congress

Like most of the country, I have an
opinion about the confirmation of
Brett Kavanaugh to the Supreme
Court. But I also admit, I’m not unbi-
ased. Guess what – neither is anyone
else with an opinion. That is the na-
ture of every individual’s accumu-
lated experience on this planet, and at
least I’m honest enough to admit my
bias.

I am ashamed for our Senate.
Ashamed that after the Clarence Tho-
mas debacle, we do not have a pro-
cess in place for people to come for-
ward with credible claims. A method
where claims can be processed and
vetted without interference from
POTUS, or Senators, or anyone else
with a vested interest in the outcome
of the investigation. A system where a
liar making vindictive and/or politi-
cally motivated claim would be pun-
ished. But, also a system where an
unbiased third party could recom-
mend that a candidate’s nomination
be rescinded due to a credible con-
cern, and the public be notified as to
the reason why.

I’m ashamed that the Democrats
held on to a valid, credible claim until
the last moment so that it could be
used for political purposes. Dr. Ford
was used for political gain, and that is
deplorable. Democrats didn’t agree
with the political leanings of Judge
Kavanaugh and were still upset about
Merrick Garland. It’s a bad look.

I’m equally ashamed of the Repub-

licans for using the same excuses the
leaders of the Catholic Church used
for decades to protect abusers within
their midst. Statements such as, “I’ve
known him for years, and that’s not
the person I know.” “He’s an upstand-
ing member of the community and
has dedicated his life to public ser-
vice.” “I’ve never seen him act disre-
spectfully towards anyone.” “You
can’t ruin a reputation based on alle-
gations that cannot be proven.” “That
was decades ago, how can we possi-
bly know the truth?” “Look at his life
and how he has risen to an esteemed
position. How is that possible if this
allegation is true?” “No one reported
it to the police.” Hindsight is always
20/20, but how is that defense work-
ing out for the Catholic Church?

I am ashamed that political power
and the desire to win at any cost is
more important than the character of
our leaders. Not a single senator
knows for certain what happened be-
tween Dr. Ford and Judge Kavanaugh.
But the only two senators that showed
enough courage to vote in a way that
would impact their careers are (R)
Sen. Lisa Murkowski of Alaska, and
(D) Sen. Heidi Heitkamp of North
Dakota. Everyone else played it po-
litically safe. This is why Americans
continue to lose faith in Congress on
a daily basis. We are ashamed of you.
We deserve better.

Denise Edwards
Westfield

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Podex – The rump or anal region
2. Loob – Cornish for the sludge that

comes from washing tin ore
3. Poditti – A kingfisher having a ser-

rated yellow beak
4. Decolletage – A dress with a low cut

neckline bearing the neck and shoulders

MIRADOR
1. A balcony or gallery commanding

an extensive view
2. A lane leading from the main road
3. Any large stage prop in the theater

which depicts the background
4. A looking glass, small telescope

ORLOP
1. Latticework upon which climbing

plants are grown
2. The lowest deck of a warship
3. A heavy barge used for freight
4. A structure that projects over the

side of a ship or boat
MICTURITION

1. Moving with a wiggling motion, as
a snake

2. Distressing; perplexing
3. The act of urinating
4. The foam formed by the force of a

waterfall on the rocks below
MIXEN

1. A compost heap
2. Turmoil
3. A wigmaker or hairdresser
4. A battle ax or mace

Scotch Plains, Fanwood Mayors
Denounce Hate Graffiti at SPFHS

Editor’s Note: The offensive graf-
fiti found on a wall at Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School included both
racial and religious slurs as well a
reference to a school administrator.

Scotch Plains Mayor Al Smith and
Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr re-
leased the following statement con-
demning the racist, anti-semitic, and
vulgar graffiti found at Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School on the morn-
ing of October 6, 2018:

As the highest ranking elected offi-
cials in Scotch Plains and Fanwood,
we are absolutely abhorred and
strongly condemn the racist, anti-
semitic, and vulgar graffiti found at
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
on the morning of October 6, 2018.

We want to make it clear that this has
no place in our communities and does
not represent our shared values of a
diverse and inclusive Scotch Plains
and Fanwood. Our police departments
are conducting an investigation into
who is responsible, and we support
prosecuting those responsible to the
fullest extent of the law.

Unlike some, we do not believe
this incident represents who we are as
communities. We are proud of our
diversity, and we will continue to
embrace it. We will not let this intol-
erant and racist action define us.

We all need to work together as a
community to bring this type of re-
pugnant behavior to an end. As May-
ors, we stand ready to lead our com-
munities into a discussion on how we
can best be the communities we know
we are.

Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr
Scotch Plains Mayor Al Smith

We Condemn Racist
Graffiti at SPFHS

Mayor Colleen Mahr and the
Fanwood Borough Council condemn
in the strongest terms the racist and
disgusting graffiti someone scrawled
on our high school walls over the
weekend. Words and images of hate
do not define us in any way, shape or
form. We are confident law enforce-
ment will catch up with the perpetra-
tors in short order and prosecute them
to the fullest extent of the law. We are
proud of our diverse and inclusive
community and believe this incident
does nothing to diminish that. We
stand ready to work with our commu-
nity to further this conversation and
take appropriate action to make our
words mean something.

Mayor Colleen Mahr
Council-Persons:

Erin McElroy Barker
Anthony Carter

Russ Huegel
Tom Kranz

Kathy Mitchell
Jack Molenaar

Note On Letters:
This newspaper accepts issue ori-

ented political letters to the editor
that do not bash opponents.

We view endorsement letters as
political advertisements.

Union County Freeholders
Elizabeth, New Jersey

(908) 527-4200
Ed Oatman, Mgr., eoatman@ucnj.org

Sergio Granados, chair
sgranados@ucnj.org

Sebastian D’Elia, Public Info.
(908) 527-4419
sdelia@ucnj.org

More Letters
On Pages 5 and 18

We Hope New Legislation Will
Make Impact on Opioid Addiction
Several months ago, we addressed in this space the

devastating opioid epidemic that continues to take
its toll in lost lives, shattered families, and, in a ripple
effect, on the health of our society overall. In a July
editorial, we cited data from the state Attorney
General’s office, previously published by NJ Ad-
vance Media, showing that New Jersey alone could
see in excess of 3,000 deaths linked to drugs before
the year is out. This sobering statistic would mark a
new record for drug-related fatalities in the Garden
State for the third consecutive year.

A substantial number of individuals have devel-
oped an addiction to opioids after initially being
prescribed these medications for conditions such as
sports injuries. When their prescriptions expired,
they turned to dangerous “street drugs,” such as
heroin, to compensate. Multiple pharmaceutical firms
have been named in recent lawsuits arguing that the
companies have been marketing highly-addictive
products as having minimal risk.

Last week, U.S. Senate Republicans and Demo-
crats came together to pass, by a vote of 98 to 1,
comprehensive legislation designed to fight the
opioid epidemic on multiple fronts. The House passed
its own version a week earlier by a 393-to-8 vote.
The legislation then headed to President Donald
Trump’s desk.

Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell has
said the “landmark” legislation will “deliver critical

resources to establish opioid-specific recovery cen-
ters” and “help law enforcement stop the flow of
opioids across borders and increase safeguards
against over-prescription,” according to a report at
www.abc17news.com. “The wide-reaching legisla-
tion includes provisions aimed at promoting re-
search to find new drugs for pain management that
will not be addictive. It also expands access to
treatment for substance use disorders for Medicaid
patients,” Senator McConnell was quoted in the
report.

We laud this bipartisan effort among lawmakers
— particularly during such a divisive time in our
nation’s history — for the sake of the greater good.
Opioid dependence, like any other addiction, is not
exclusive to one demographic. It spans our cities,
suburbs and rural America, crossing all socioeco-
nomic levels, all cultural and political lines. The
opioid epidemic is a national crisis, and we must
confront it as a nation.

We recognize, of course, that even this compre-
hensive legislation will not automatically eradicate
the scourge of opioid addiction, and that our govern-
ment must continue to address the crisis going
forward. Effective state and local programs, capable
of reaching people where they live, we believe is an
imperative part of the process. We hope this new
legislation will help turn the tide in combating this
public health emergency.

See www.goleader.com/help
(Your subscription Renewal Date and Customer ID are printed on your mailing label.)

Washington Political Leaders
Must Dial Back Tone of Rhetoric

Washington politics has reached a fever pitch on
both sides of the political aisle following the Brett
Kavanaugh hearings for his United States Supreme
Court nomination and now the upcoming mid-term
elections on Tuesday, November 6. Regardless of
which side voters favor, we should all agree that
making death threats against anyone not only is a
serious crime, but has no place in American culture
or politics. Regardless if the threat is against Dr.
Christine Blasey Ford or Senator Susan Collins of
Maine or anyone else involved in the Senate Judicial
Committee hearings, we cannot tolerate such threats.
Are we not a better nation than that? Just last year,
House Majority Whip Steve Scalise was shot during
a practice for a Congressional baseball game and
nearly died.

Hate speech, in any form, must always be de-
nounced. That brings us to an upsetting incident that
occurred in our community this past weekend.
Highly-offensive graffiti was found on an exterior
wall of Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
(SPFHS), including the crudely-drawn image of a
swastika, as well as a racial slur and other defama-
tory representations. The incident is under investi-
gation by both the Scotch Plains Police Department
and the bias unit of the Union County Prosecutor’s

Office. While we do not see this as a Homeland
Security Department issue, as some believe, it does
need to be prosecuted as a hate crime. If it is
discovered that the responsible individual is a child,
many hours of community service needs to be part of
the punishment, along with investigating what led
him or her to draw such hateful depictions.

In addition to the SPFHS incident, a swastika was
found in a bathroom at Franklin Elementary School
last Wednesday. A similar incident occurred at the
school in February. We, as parents, must instill in our
children acceptance of all persons regardless of race,
religion, lifestyle or ethnicity. We also agree that the
community as a whole must deplore these acts of
hate aimed at members of our community. We expect
that our religious and political leaders will address
these incidents.

While we do not see any indication that this was
politically-motivated, we are publishing letters in
today’s paper from both Scotch Plains Mayor Al
Smith, a Republican, and Fanwood Mayor Colleen
Mahr, a Democrat, denouncing the vandalism. The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of Education also has
authored a letter to the community denouncing the
slurs, calling the graffiti “highly offensive and in-
flammatory.”


