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Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader and The Times
PAST PRESENT LEADERSHIP...Garwood Mayor Charles  Lombardo, right,
poses with former Mayors Dennis McCarthy, left, and George Casabona at  last
month’s Garwood Historical Committee's 25th anniversary rededication of the
Georgiana Gurrieri Memorial Park. Mayor Mahr Addresses

Governor’s Conference

FEATURED PANELIST...Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr was a featured panel-
ist at the recent Governor’s Conference of Housing and Economic Development
in Atlantic City  where she shared the borough’s success in attracting investment,
new business and more housing options.

 FANWOOD – Fanwood Mayor
Colleen Mahr was a featured panelist
at the recent Governor’s Conference
of Housing and Economic Develop-
ment in Atlantic City. Mayor Mahr
shared Fanwood’s success in attract-
ing investment, new business and
more housing options.

The conference was organized to
showcase how communities can and
should work across boundaries to
develop partnerships that benefit in-
dividual towns and the area. Fanwood
is a successful example of efforts to
attract investment, redevelop
underutilized sites and work to im-
prove transit. Mayor Mahr noted that
significant improvements and revi-
talization of its downtown encour-
aged nearby Union County towns to
follow suit.

“Each of our communities benefit
when we are part of a strong, suc-
cessful and attractive area,” stated
Mayor Mahr. “In the case of Union
County, that means a renaissance
along the Raritan Valley Line Tran-
sit corridor. It is exciting to see im-
provements and investments being
made in neighboring Scotch Plains
and Plainfield.”

A critical element for success is
improving transit on the Raritan Val-
ley Line (RVL), including advocat-
ing for peak hour one-seat rides for
RVL customers. Earlier this year,
Mayor Mahr proposed organizing
mayors on the RVL and currently co-
chairs the RVL Mayors Alliance that
is actively working with state legisla-
tors on this issue. “This is a true
example of what can be accomplished
when towns work as partners,” the

Mayor said.
Mayor Mahr, who will be sworn

in next month as president of the
New Jersey League of Municipali-
ties, has long been a proponent of
collaborating with other towns to
create new opportunities to improve
services, reduce costs and achieve
greater efficiencies for Fanwood
residents.

The Mayor and Elizabeth Jeffery,
Fanwood’s director of economic de-
velopment, recently hosted economic
development and downtown profes-
sionals from Union and Essex Coun-
ties to share ideas and best practices
for downtown business communi-
ties.

Medicare Enrollment
Topic for Talk

CRANFORD — Justin Lubenow
of Senior Advisors will present two
programs on Medicare coverage and
enrollment on Monday, October 22,
at 2 p.m. and 7 p.m. in the Cranford
Community Center, located at 220
Walnut Avenue. Mr. Lubenow will
talk about changes to Medicare in
2018, the difference between origi-
nal Medicare and Medicare Advan-
tage plans, how Medicare supple-
ment policies work, and how Medi-
care prescription drug programs
work.

Admission is free and all are wel-
come. Registration is not required.
This presentation is sponsored by
the Cranford Public Library. For
more information about upcoming
library programs, go to
cranfordlibrary.org.

Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's

Green Party Says Polls Should
List All Candidates In Races
The New Jersey Green Party has

taken issue with a poll conducted by
Stockton University in the New Jer-
sey U.S. Senate race which “con-
cluded” that the race between two-
term incumbent Robert Menendez (D-
NJ) and Republican Bob Hugin is a
“statistical dead heat.”

The Green Party called the poll
“seriously flawed” because the only
named Independent challenger was
Libertarian Murray Sabrin. “All po-
litical polls like this one should name
all candidates,” the party said. The
Stockton poll states that 14 percent of
Democrats are undecided in the U.S.
Senate race. The Green Party press
release states that one way to deter-
mine who undecided voters will sup-
port is to list all the candidates when
conducting the poll. The Green Party
said other polls conducted, such as by
Quinnipiac, Fairleigh Dickinson and
Monmouth Universities, have also
not listed all candidates.

The Green Party press release said
it is especially interested in the 7th
Congressional race where Green Party
candidate Diane Moxley is challeng-
ing five-term incumbent Leonard
Lance and Democrat Tom
Malinowski.
Hugin Campaign Sues Middlesex

Over Rejecting Mail-In Apps.
The Bob Hugin for U.S. Senate

campaign last week filed a lawsuit in
state Superior Court in New
Brunswick against the Middlesex
County Clerk’s office, challenging its
“unilateral and improper rejection of
hundreds of vote-by-mail applica-
tions,” according to a Hugin Cam-

paign press release.
The suit states that 20 of the state’s

21 county clerks have accepted pre-
printed applications for vote-by-mail
ballots that contain a pre-printed
assistor signature. Middlesex County
Clerk Elaine Flynn is the only clerk
who has rejected pre-printed applica-
tions bearing pre-printed assistor sig-
natures.

“Voters in Middlesex County are
being denied the most simple and
straightforward avenue by which to
cast their ballots this November. The
county clerk in Middlesex County
has refused to accept hundreds of
applications for vote-by-mail, thereby
forcing our campaign to take this
unfortunate legal action,” Hugin Cam-
paign counsel Mark Sheridan said.
“In a state that has increasingly made
it easier for citizens to cast their bal-
lots each year, the actions of the
Middlesex County clerk just weeks
before the November election have
created an unnecessary obstacle to
voters who want to exercise their con-
stitutional right to vote.”

Chris Christie to Discuss
Mid-Terms on Day After

The day after one of the nation’s
most anticipated mid-term elections,
Fairfield University will host former
New Jersry Governor Chris Christie
on Wednesday, November 7, for a
discussion about key races, wins and
losses, and the fight for control of
Congress. Governor Christie will dis-
cuss results of the 36 gubernatorial
races across the country on the No-
vember ballot this year, including
Connecticut’s heated race between
candidates Ned Lamont (D) and Bob
Stefanowski (R).

Freeholder Meetings to Be
Held in Summit, Westfield

COUNTY — The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders will
host mobile meetings in Plainfield,
Summit and Westfield in October and
November, Freeholder Chairman
Sergio Granados announced last
week.

The meetings, which start at 7 p.m.,
are all double meetings consisting of
an agenda meeting first, followed by
a regular meeting. The meetings, all
on Thursdays, are as follows: Octo-
ber 11 – Plainfield City Municipal

Court, 325 Watchung Avenue,
Plainfield; October 25, Summit City
Hall, 512 Springfield Avenue, Sum-
mit, and November 8, Westfield
Town Hall, 425 East Broad Street,
Westfield.

The public is welcome to at-
tend all meetings, and may par-
ticipate during the comment por-
tion of the regular meeting. Any-
one with any questions can call
the Freeholder Clerk’s office at
(908) 527-4100.

Coughlin, Kean Comment
On NJ Transit Audit

TRENTON – A 179-page audit of
NJ Transit ordered by Governor Phil
Murphy has identified failures includ-
ing "inadequate, uncertain and un-
sustainable" funding, no technology
vision and no plan to oversee $5.3
billion in capital assets, according to
a Bloomberg News report.

The audit, conducted by North
Highland Co., found that the agency
relies on its passengers for 43 percent
of its operating revenue. Recommen-
dations included utilizing sales taxes,
special fees and other sources such as
those used by other transit systems.

“The results and recommendations
of the audit provide clear insight into
the structural and fundamental
changes needed to restore NJ Transit
as a national leader,” said Assembly
Speaker Craig Coughlin (D-19th,
Woodbridge) in a statement issued to
The Westfield Leader and The Times.
“This year’s budget, which included
$167 million in funding for NJ Tran-
sit, is reflective of the Assembly’s
commitment to make NJ Transit a
more reliable system for commuters.
I look forward to working with my
colleagues and Governor Murphy to
better serve the thousands of com-
muters who rely on our public trans-
portation system.”

Assembly Transportation Chair
Daniel Benson (D-14th, Hamilton
Square) also issued a statement. “As
chairman, our committee will hold
NJ Transit accountable for these re-
forms and we look forward to work-
ing to pass any legislation necessary

to move this forward. Now that the
audit is done, NJ Transit riders need
timelines and metrics that lead to
significantly improved service and
communication. Commuters deserve
results now.”

“It’s imperative that commuters
who rely on New Jersey Transit get
the reliable, affordable service they
deserve. When buses run late or trains
are canceled, there is a real impact on
the lives, jobs, and families of mil-
lions of New Jerseyans,” Senate Mi-
nority Leader Tom Kean Jr. (R-21st,
Westfield) said.

“This audit has left zero doubt that
legislative reforms are needed to help
New Jersey Transit improve service
and increase responsiveness to cus-
tomer concerns. I look forward to
working with Governor (Phil)
Murphy and my legislative col-
leagues on the passage of reforms
that will make it possible for New
Jersey Transit to achieve its goal of
providing dependable, affordable,
and safe service to every passenger,”
Mr. Kean said.

NJ Transit to Hold
Listening Forum

HOBOKEN — NJ Transit is inviting
customers to its “We Are Listening”
forum outside the waiting room at
Hoboken Terminal today, October 11,
from 4:30 to 6:30 p.m.

 Customer  feedback is used to tar-
get specific improvements in order to
boost customer satisfaction.


