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Arrests Made In Murder of SP-F
’16 Grad. Summer Robinson

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The sus-
pect wanted in the August 13 mur-
der of a 2016 Scotch Plains-Fan-
wood High School (SPFHS) gradu-
ate in Raleigh, N.C. has been ar-
rested in New York, according to
news reports.

Laquan Leon Williams, 27, was
arrested on September 18 for the
stabbing death of Summer
Robinson, 19. The victim is a former
member of the College of Wooster
women’s track team in Ohio.

According to the Raleigh, N.C.
News & Observer report, Williams
jumped through the window of Ms.
Robinson’s parked car on the 2400

block of Skycrest Road and fatally
stabbed Ms. Robinson several times
on August 13. Ms. Robinson had
driven to the area to meet a friend
when she encountered Williams who
walked up to her vehicle while she
was in the driver’s seat. The two
had argued briefly prior to the stab-
bing, police told the newspaper.

“The victim fell out of her car and
stumbled several feet before falling
into the street, where she died,”
according to a Raleigh, NC News &
Observer report.

Despite the efforts of several
Good Samaritans to save her, Ms.
Robinson passed away from her in-
juries.

Williams fled the scene on foot,

Zoning Bd. OKs Addition,
New Foyer and Fences
By FRED T. ROSSI

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – The zoning
board of adjustment last week approved
three applications and rescheduled a
fourth for its November meeting.

The board voted 5 to 2 to approve
an application by Lynn Wands, who
sought to construct a 12-foot by seven-
foot, single-story addition to the side
of her home at 592 Birch Street and
also build an enclosed foyer on the
front of her home. She told the board
at its October 4 meeting that her front
door presently opens directly into her
living room, which results in mud and
other debris being tracked into her
home. She said a small foyer would
serve as a spot to leave wet and dirty
footwear.

Board member Rich Duthie ex-
pressed some concerns about the foyer
addition, saying its proposed eight-
foot by 12-foot size could result in a
front-yard setback at odds with the
other houses on Birch Street. He fa-
vored splitting the application to al-
low the board to further discuss the
foyer. But then it was agreed that the
scope of the foyer would be reduced
to nine feet by eight feet, with Ms.

Wands offering to reduce it to nine
feet by six feet, and the two-part ap-
plication was voted on in full.

In the end, the board accepted the
nine-foot by eight-foot foyer size,
which led Board Chairman Ken
Anderson to vote against the applica-
tion because he preferred the six-
foot, not the eight-foot, foyer dimen-
sion. Board member Kendra Duran
also voted against approval while five
other board members voted in favor.

The board also approved two fence
applications. Dominic Giafaglione was
given permission to install a six-foot-
high fence along the side of his house
at 1673 Mohawk Lane. He told the
board the fence was needed for the
safety of his three young children.
Similarly, Andrew and Marilyn Rosario
were given permission to install a six-
foot-high fence along the side of their
home at 503 William Street.

The board put off until its Thurs-
day, November 1 meeting a hearing
on an application to install 40 feet of
six-foot-high fencing at the property
at 2409 Bryant Avenue. The fence
would be installed along Poets Place,
which serves as the front yard of the
adjacent property.

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
ALL IN THE WRIST...Kids play Connect Four, one of the games available at Sunday’s Scotch Plains Day. The street fair
attracted hundreds to the township for the all-afternoon event that also included, a ravioli-eating contest and electric car show
and local vendors.

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
THE GREAT PUMPKIN PATCH...Jim Meyer of the Frazee House Committee
measures a pumpkin on Sunday for  the Great Pumpkin Patch pumpkin sale at the
Frazee House in Scotch Plains.  Proceeds support restoration of the Frazee House.
The sale runs until Wednesday, October 31.

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
UMM, UMM GOOD...Contestants compete in a Scotch Plains Day ravioli-eating
contest. The street fair attracted hundreds to the township for the all-afternoon
event that also included an electric car show, games for the kids and local vendors.
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Summer Robinson

according to news reports. Police
arrested a Raleigh man, Hillary
Deon Croom, 29, who they say
helped Williams get away. He faces
a felony charge of being an acces-
sory to murder, according to the
report.

Williams and Ms. Robinson were
in a relationship, but the relation-
ship had become strained, and Wil-
liams had stalked Ms. Robinson both
physically and online, according to
news reports.

The victim, who died just four
days short of her 20th birthday, was
a member of Wooster’s track and
field team for the 2016-2017 aca-
demic year. Ms. Robinson withdrew
from the college in the summer of
2017.

Ms. Robinson and her mother had
moved to North Carolina after she
graduated SPFHS.

Ms. Robinson had a brief but
memorable stay in Scotch Plains
after moving to the township from
Ohio prior to her sophomore year at
SPFHS. She starred on the Raider
track team for three years and was a
member of the winter and spring
track and field teams during that
time. She also was a cheerleader

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
DAY OF FUN...Terrill Baptist Church was one of the local organizations that had
a table at Sunday’s Scotch Plains Day. The street fair attracted hundreds to the
township for the all-afternoon event that also included a ravioli-eating contest,
electric car show, games for the kids and local vendors.

String of Burglaries Leads to
Questions of Police Enforcement
By CHRISTINA M. HINKE

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD — A string of home
burglaries on Elm Street occurred
over the weekend, Mayor Shelley
Brindle said at Tuesday’s town coun-
cil meeting.

Keys to the homes were discov-
ered in the garage or the homes had
been left unlocked, which allowed
the burglars access to the premises,
from which they stole items such as
cash, cell phones and motor ve-
hicles. Some of the burglaries oc-

curred while the homeowners and
their children were at home.

“This is a reminder to stay vigi-
lant, to lock cars and homes,” Mayor
Brindle said.

The perpetrators were not identi-
fied, she said, and the police are
investigating. She said police will
be stepping up patrols in the neigh-
borhood.

Residents from the area addressed
the mayor and council asking them
how the town will improve surveil-
lance, safety and communication re-
garding burglaries.

Phil Minardo, who lives on Elm
Street, said, “I have not been robbed,
yet. The fear is real. My wife has not
slept yet. It seems like it’s being
said that, if you lock your doors,
this won’t happen,” he said.

“These are serious crimes...we
want to know what is being done,”
he said.

He also asked why there has been
a 35-percent revenue drop in the
municipal court. “Is there a leniency
in overall crime prevention in this
town?” Mr. Minardo asked.

“It’s happening in the surround-
ing towns as well,” Mayor Brindle
said of the burglaries.

There were five homes burglar-
ized on Elm Street within 50 yards
of one another, resident Maureen

Humphrey said.
“(The) mixed message we re-

ceived from law enforcement was
alarming,” she said. “This problem
is not going anywhere. It’s getting
worse. There is nothing we can do,”
she said, retelling what the police
had said to her. “And putting it back
in the hands of the homeowner is
unsettling,” she told the council.

The police officers told her “there
are gangs,” she said.

Residents said, that had the first
theft been communicated to the
neighbors, they could have taken
stricter precautions that could have
possibly aided in preventing further
burglaries in their own homes.

“Better communication could go
a long way,” said Nora Gallagher of
Elm Street, a victim of a home bur-
glary and car theft on Thursday
night.

Resident Lew Corvo said his truck
was broken into in August. He said
he has lived in Westfield for 40
years, and he was unaware there
were so many burglaries. “Trans-
parency is the most important thing,”
he said.

Cameras mounted around the
town also was suggested by some of
the residents to aid in investiga-
tions.
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Westfield to Proceed With
Timeline for Kehler Reno.

By SARAH McGRAIL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD — Stunned silence
from a room packed with athletes and
their parents greeted a decision by the
Westfield Board of Education Tues-
day night to start the renovation of
Kehler Stadium halfway through next
year’s spring track and field season.

Members of the track and field
team, along with their parents and
coaches, filled the meeting room, lined
the walls and spilled out into the
corridor as they took turns begging
board members to delay the start date
for the renovation.

Student Government President and
athlete Brianna Hatch told the board,
“Each year, this team continues to
uphold the legacy of champions, the
legacy of excellence, the legacy of
diligent effort that has been put in
place for years. If you remove the
track at the beginning of or even in the
middle of the spring season, you risk
destroying a legacy.”

Numerous athletes and parents
spoke to the board of the impact to the
track and field program if the start
date could not be delayed by a month.

But the board voted unanimously
for work to start on April 8, a date
Board President Gretchan Ohlig said
had already been delayed by five
weeks in response to the concerns of
the track team and their parents.

Ms. Ohlig explained, “Our engi-
neer and our architect and our busi-
ness administrator, all of whom had
been involved in projects of this size
and scope for many years, told us in
August we couldn’t get the work done
on that timeline.

“So that meant we were going to
impact athletes somewhere. Some-
body was going to get bussed, some-
body was going to get displaced,
somebody was going to get put in an
uncomfortable, temporary position.

Nobody’s season was getting can-
celled. Nobody was not going to be
able to compete, but somebody was
going to be inconvenienced,” Ms.
Ohlig stated.

Work on the multi-million-dollar
renovation project was originally due
to start on May 8, 2018 but was de-
layed after the company that placed
third in the bids for the contract
launched a legal objection to the win-
ning bid.

Although the board won the court
case, it was eventually decided that
the start date had been delayed so
long that it would no longer be pos-
sible to complete the renovation in
the time available and that the project
should therefore be pushed back to
2019.

It was decided to start the work on
March 1, but at the September board
meeting track team parents told the
board how it would impact their chil-
dren to be bused to a track in another
town and the board agreed to post-
pone the start of the project by five
weeks, to April 8.

President of the Friends of
Westfield Track Jim McCutcheon
said, “There has been a lot of talk
about it being easier to move the
spring teams than the fall teams. I
think it’s pretty clear that moving the
200 plus from the track team to other
towns is much more difficult than
finding another field here in town for
60 to 100 kids on the football, soccer
and field hockey teams.

“I would suggest that any influence
we have in moving teams within
Westfield is much greater than mov-
ing our team to another track some-
where in Union County. And realisti-
cally, who wants their track, where
their team is practicing, to be invaded
by 200 Blue Devils coming in and
practicing on the same track?”
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