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Happy Thanksgiving!

Happy Thanksgiving
To You and YoursTo You and YoursTo You and YoursTo You and YoursTo You and Yours

Courtesy of the Westfield Historical Society
GIVING THANKS...More than a century ago, this Westfield family gathered to share their joy in being together and to give
thanks for their many blessings. Happy Thanksgiving, everyone, from the staff of The Westfield Leader.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
A COMMUNITY EVENT...The gaming tables were busy Saturday evening
during the annual Support Our Troops Casino Night, sponsored by Bonds of
Courage and the New Jersey  Cavalry and Armor Association. The event was  held
at the Westfield Armory. Bonds of Courage is a non-profit organization support-
ing troops, veterans and their families.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
SUPPORTING OUR TROOPS...The annual Support Our Troops Casino Night,
sponsored by Bonds of Courage and the New Jersey Cavalry and Armor Associa-
tion, brought a crowd to the Westfield Armory Saturday night to have fun at the
gaming tables for a good cause. Bonds of Courage is a non-profit organization
supporting troops, veterans and their families.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Outdoor Fireplace, Patio
OK’d for Hawthorn Home

Resolution Would Declare
Garwood Non-Sanctuary City

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – Applicant Paul
Horowitz of 10 Hawthorn Drive was
unanimously approved to construct an
outdoor fireplace and patio contrary to
existing land ordinances at last
Wednesday’s board of adjustment meet-
ing.

Existing land ordinances allow a 20-
percent maximum building coverage.
Mr. Horowitz had proposed a coverage
of 23.8 percent. In addition, Mr.
Horowitz was approved to construct a
porch with a maximum building cover-
age of 24.4 percent, where town ordi-
nance permits a maximum building
coverage of 24 percent.

Mr. Horowitz stated that a television
will be placed on a concrete fixture
above the fireplace for enhancing his
family’s recreational entertainment
while “enjoying their yard.” Mr.
Horowitz said the project is not in-
tended to impede his neighbors’ quality
of life nor does he believe it will.

Board of Adjustment member Rob-
ert Benacchio said the applicant should
be approved dependent on Mr.
Horowitz’s ability to attain certain cri-
teria for the project. The criteria in-
cludes providing vegetative separation
between the fireplace and the neighbor-
ing property (including street view);
the town’s engineer must approve the
project post construction (discerning
proper grading and drainage), and an
appropriate (not too bright) television
screen must be installed that considers
the neighbors.

Mr. Horowitz’s application was op-
posed by neighbor David Feniger. Mr.
Feniger’s attorney, James Foerst, ap-
pealed the Westfield’s zoning officer’s
determination that the proposed “wall”
to be constructed would be “an acces-
sory structure.”

The board of adjustment unanimously
upheld the zoning officer’s determina-

tion that the “fireplace structure” Mr.
Horowitz was attempting to develop
was indeed an accessory structure and
“not a wall” by land-use definitions.

Mr. Horowitz’s accessory structure
or outdoor fireplace was proposed to be
eight and a half feet in height. Mr.
Feniger’s appeal was intended to limit
the fireplace structure’s height to that
established by the town ordinance, al-
lowing walls to reach only six feet in
height, Mr. Foerst told The Westfield
Leader after Mr. Feniger’s appeal.

Mr. Horowitz described where he
lives as a “beautiful neighborhood.” He
said for the fireplace to be installed, an
“eyesore of a shed” was removed. Mr.
Horowitz said after purchasing the home
he and his family have put “a lot of
money and effort” into improving the
home, both internally and externally.

Board member Frank Fusaro said
the television will face away from Mr.
Feniger’s property.

Board Chairman Chris Masciale said
from a structural standpoint the exist-
ing shed was just as aesthetically im-
posing on neighboring properties as a
fireplace structure would be. Mr.
Masciale said he never “had a prob-
lem” with the fireplace being defined as
an accessory structure.

The board unanimously agreed noise
and light ordinances are designed to
enforce an equitable neighborhood
when pertaining to entertainment and
backyard enjoyment.

Mr. Feniger said he has always been
a “considerate neighbor.” He said the
allure when purchasing a home on
Wychwood Road, which intersects with
Hawthorn, is the neighborhood’s “his-
toric serenity.”

The board unanimously approved
Timothy and Christine Booher, of 200
East Dudley Avenue, to construct an
accessory structure to be set back 10
feet from the principal structure, while

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – Councilwoman
Stephanie Bianco, at Thursday’s bor-
ough council meeting, proposed a reso-
lution be drafted with eventual biparti-
san approval declaring Garwood’s sta-
tus as a non-sanctuary city. Ms. Bianco
said adopting a resolution declaring
Garwood a non-sanctuary city would
suggest Garwood’s police department
is willing to cooperate with federal
authorities after detaining an illegal
immigrant. The detention or coopera-

tion with federal authorities would take
place after the illegal immigrant has
been apprehended by the police depart-
ment for a crime or for an outstanding
warrant.

Ms. Bianco stated that both Republi-
can council and Democrat council mem-
bers “have voiced opposition to sanctu-
ary cities” in previous discussions. Ms.
Bianco said the council must “turn our
words into action.”

Councilwoman Jennifer
Blumenstock said while she does not
disagree with the resolution, “I think
they (Garwood police department)
already do that.”

Police Chief James Wright said the
Garwood Police Department has a 24-
hour detention policy. After 24 hours or
depending on the offense, the detainee
is transported to Union County deten-
tion facilities for further processing.

Councilwoman Sara Todisco, who
will be sworn in as mayor in January,
said she would want to see how the
resolution would compare to current
borough policies, county policies and
state policies. The comparison would
allow the council to discern whether the
resolution would have an actual legisla-
tive impact on an illegal alien’s deten-
tion within the borough or future deten-
tion within state and federal facilities,
stated Ms. Todisco.

Ms. Todisco said drafting a resolu-

tion declaring Garwood a non-sanctu-
ary city may involve Garwood in a
“national political issue” or would “be
making a political” statement. She said
assuming that Garwood could declare
itself a “non-sanctuary” city, but the
Union County and state police depart-
ments’ handling of illegal immigrants
remains “sanctuary,” the resolution may
be effectively powerless.

“I really want to move forward with
this,” said Councilwoman Ileen
Cuccaro, supporting the resolution.

Ms. Bianco stated that leaders in
Jackson, N.J., have drafted a “non-
sanctuary status” resolution. She said
Garwood’s council should review and
adopt a similar resolution.

“It’s not a political thing. Garwood
residents first; residents over non-resi-
dents,” Councilwoman Bianco said.

Councilman Marc Lazarow said he
noticed differences in various resolu-
tions defining different non-sanctuary
statuses depending on the jurisdiction
or municipality. The different defini-
tions change what the non-sanctuary
status means, enforces and implies,
stated Mr. Lazarow.

Mayor Charles Lombardo sug-
gested Ms. Bianco distribute a copy
of Jackson’s resolution so council
members can become familiar with
the resolution before future discus-

Arrest Made in Connection to
Burglaries, Motor Vehicle Thefts
By CHRISTINA M. HINKE

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — An arrest was
made in connection to the burglaries
that occurred on the north side during
the overnight hours of town between
October 3 and October 17, Acting
Chief Christopher Battiloro an-
nounced Tuesday night at the town
council meeting. A 16-year-old male
juvenile was arrested on eight counts
of burglary, four counts of theft, and
a count of second-degree theft for
stolen vehicles and property amount-
ing to over $75,000.

The thefts took place on the Elm
Street, East Dudley Avenue and West
Dudley Avenue.

The juvenile was processed Tues-
day afternoon and remanded to Union
County Juvenile Detention Center in
Linden, Acting Chief Battiloro said.

He said the police department had
used communication data warrants
and surveillance to aid in the arrest.

In a press release issued Tuesday,
the Acting Chief credited the police
department’s detective bureau with
conducting a well-coordinated, thor-
ough, and complete investigation,
which resulted in the approval of
criminal complaints by the Union
County Prosecutor’s Office and led
to the juvenile’s arrest.

“All of our detectives deserve credit
for a job well done,” stated Acting

Chief Battiloro, who stated their in-
vestigation remains “ongoing” and
that additional criminal charges
against the juvenile and others are
possible. “I thank the public for re-
maining patient as we conducted this
investigation.”

Acting Chief Battiloro asked that
anyone with information relating to
recent burglaries and motor vehicle
thefts occurring in Westfield contact
Detective Bruno of the Westfield
Police Department at (908) 789-6078.

In other business, the town council
voted 8 to 1 to introduce an ordinance
that would repeal the $10 fee for
residential on-street parking permits.
Councilman David Contract said he
had pushed for this because he had
heard from Ward 3 residents who
were unhappy with paying a fee to
park in front of their property.

Councilwoman JoAnn Neylan
voted against the move due to the loss
of revenue. “It would help with main-
tenance of streets,” Ms. Neylan said
of the revenue.

The public safety, transportation
and parking committee discussed the
ordinance and decided it was “an
unnecessary tax for the residents,”
Councilman Michael Dardia said.
“We are improving the quality of their
life,” he said.

The town sells close to 600 on-
street parking residential permits per
year, at $10 per permit, Mayor Shelley
Brindle said.

In public comment at the workshop
session, resident Debby Burlsem said
she would like to see all residential
neighborhoods have a two-hour street
parking limit for public safety rea-
sons. She also said the permit fees aid
in funding the cost of policing the
areas.

Three new, 2019 police interceptor
utility vehicles were approved to be
purchased for $108,309.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Mountainside Honors
Marine of the Year

By KATE BROWNE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE — The mem-
bers of the borough council began
their Tuesday meeting by issuing a
proclamation in honor of longtime
resident Jerome “Jerry” Rice, who
was honored as Marine of the Year by
the Central Jersey Leatherneck De-
tachment at its 243rd Birthday Ball
on November 9. Mr. Rice served in
the Marine Corps from 1952 to 1955
and was a member of the Mountain-
side Police Department for 35 years.
He and his wife, Audrey, have four
children, 22 grandchildren and 17-
and-a-half great-grandchildren. The
Rices’ son, James, and grandson,
Michael, both also served in the Ma-
rines.

During the business portion of the
meeting, council members reviewed
the bids that have been received for
the replacement of the sanitary sewer
on Dunn Parkway and voted to award
the contract to Jo-Med Contracting
Company of Elizabeth, as the com-
pany was the lowest bidder at a cost
of $38,112.77. The council also voted
to approve the hiring of a part-time

receptionist/secretary for the Con-
struction/Public Works Department
at a cost of $22 an hour, and to pur-
chase a commercial generator for the
borough’s rescue squad building so
that it has the capacity to serve as a
warming and charging station in the
event of severe weather.

In order to comply with the New
Jersey Department of Taxation’s or-
der that the borough conduct a prop-
erty-tax revaluation, the council con-
ducted its first reading of an ordi-
nance to approve an emergency ap-
propriation of $200,000 spread over
five years to fund the revaluation pro-
gram, which will require the assess-
ment of all residential and commer-
cial properties in the community.

In addition, Mayor Paul Mirabelli
advised that the previously sched-
uled planning board meeting to dis-
cuss the development of the Barnes
Tract has been rescheduled to De-
cember so that the site’s developer
can revise the design to provide more
details on the landscaping near Moun-
tain Avenue and Knightsbridge Road
and more precise renderings of the

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
ANGRY COMMUTERS...Last Thursday’s winter storm wreaked havoc at
Newark Penn Station causing  a total pandemonium and disruption of NJ Transit
service.
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Y Men’s Club Christmas Tree Sale
A True Westfield Tradition • Est. 1951 • Christmas Trees & Wreaths • Roping & Stands

Weekdays Monday to Friday 5PM - 9PM • Saturdays & Sundays 9AM - 6PM

All Proceeds Donated To Local Charities & Non-Profits

Starts Saturday, November 24th • Elm Street Athletic Field

LEADER IN NORMANDY...Debbie and Thomas Cusimano of Westfield spent
some time with members of Mr. Cusimano’s class at West Point on Veterans Day
in Normandy, France. They took a copy of The Westfield Leader with them.

LEADER AT GREAT WALL...David Golush of Westfield and his son, Jason,
hiked the Jinshanling Section of the Great Wall of China with The Westfield
Leader.

Correction
In a page 1 story in last week’s paper

on coverage of the Union County Free-
holders’ meeting, several names were
misspelled. The names should have
been reported as Freeholder Angela
Garretson, Freeholder-elect Andrea
Staten and Freeholder Mohamed
Jalloh, who did not seek reelection.
We apologize for the errors.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Garwood Council

Fanwood Native, Fiancé
Killed In Highway Crash

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

FANWOOD — The Fanwood com-
munity mourned the death of Kathryn
M. Schurtz, 35, and her fiancé, Jo-
seph D. Kearney, who were killed in
a crash November 14 on Route 78 in
Pennsylvania while driving to their
wedding, which was to occur in Pitts-
burgh last Saturday.

According to a 101.5 FM news
report, the couple was rear-ended by
a tractor trailer that was unable to
stop. The crash, which closed the
highway for eight hours, involved
five trucks and the couple’s vehicle.

According to her obituary, Ms.
Schurtz was born in Elizabeth and
grew up in Fanwood, graduating from
Union Catholic High School in Scotch
Plains in 2001. She attended George
Washington University, where she re-
ceived her liberal arts degree, and went
on to earn her MBA from Notre Dame.

“Our hearts go out to former Fan-
wood Councilwoman Karen Schurtz,
who lost her daughter and future son-
in-law in a car accident on their way
to their wedding this past week,” ac-
cording to a statement released by the
borough on its Facebook page on
Saturday.

Ms. Schurtz was employed as the
head of platform partnerships for
Oracle Data Cloud in New York City
and resided in Jersey City.

“She will be remembered for her
voracious appetite for reading, love
of cooking, and trailblazing new ad-
ventures with Joseph,” according to
her obituary.

Ms. Schurtz is survived by her par-

Kathryn M. Schurtz

ents, Joseph and Karen Schurtz; her
sister, Kimberly Schurtz; her sister
and brother-in-law, Joanne and Kevin
Schwoer; and her three-month-old
nephew, Landon Schwoer.

Visitation was held Monday and
Tuesday at the Immaculate Heart of
Mary Roman Catholic Church in
Scotch Plains, with the funeral held at
the church on Tuesday.

In lieu of flowers, the family has
requested that donations be made to
the Kathryn M. Schurtz Scholarship
Fund at Union Catholic High School,
Scotch Plains. Checks should be made
to Union Catholic High School, At-
tention: Office of Development, 1600
Martine Avenue, Scotch Plains, N.J.
07076. Donations also may be made
online at http://m.unioncatholic.org/
donate.

sion or voting.
Councilwoman Todisco stated that

she would describe herself as a “very
proud Garwoodian.”

“It’s about people and their safety.
People are important, too,” Ms. Todisco
said.

Councilwoman Blumenstock said
the borough’s sanctuary or non-sanc-
tuary status resolution could, “get into
a party versus party thing. I do worry
that could come into play.”

In other business, the borough will
hold its inaugural menorah lighting
on Sunday, December 2. Resident
Bruce Paterson stated he will be
present to take photos for the Garwood
Historical Committee.

“If everyone makes a big hoopla
for the Christmas Tree lighting there
should be a big hoopla for the menorah
lighting,” said Mr. Paterson, pledg-
ing his support for the holiday event.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Westfield Council
The town council agreed to negoti-

ate the contract for curbside recy-
cling. The town had requested bids,
twice, for a new contract and received
one bid that had come back high,
Town Administrator Jim Gildea said.
He said other municipalities are ex-
periencing the same difficulties, prices
are going up and companies are ac-
cepting fewer plastics, due to the poor
recycling markets.

A liquor license that had belonged
to the Jolly Trolley has been sold for
$750,000 to a new company expect-
ing to open a restaurant on Central
Avenue. Bareburger is planning to
open on Central Avenue in the vacant
building left open by clothing store
Coldwater Creek. The building is to
be subdivided and Warby Parker is
opening as well.

“I think it will be an amazing hit
here,” Mayor Brindle said of
Bareburger, which she described as a
high-end vegan burger restaurant. It
is planned to have a full bar, Mayor
Brindle said.

“Yes, they are planning on a roof-
top bar and dining,” Mayor Brindle
said.

The application is to go before the
planning board in December and is
expected to open in late April, Mayor
Brindle said.

It was also announced by Mayor
Brindle at the workshop meeting that
as of January 1 Victoria’s Secret is to
be closing its location downtown. The
property is a 6,000 square-foot space,
Mayor Bindle said.

Addams Tavern is weeks away
from reopening, Mayor Brindle said.
The business owner is in the pro-
cess of finalizing inspections, Jim
Gildea said, and would need to be
approved by the court before re-
opening. The restaurant is also an-
ticipating having a new menu, the
mayor said.

Mr. Gildea gave an update on cur-
rent projects. Parking Lot 7 down-
town is now open and PSE&G is to
energize the lights there. The town is
awaiting state approval for the side-
walk on the North Avenue side of the
lot, he said. A newly installed pedes-
trian beacon is functional on Central
Avenue, he said.

He said the Mindowaskin Park play-
ground equipment has been installed
and drainage work is complete and
the surface for the playground area is
expected to be poured next week.

Department of Public Works Di-
rector Greg O’Neill provided an up-
date on leaf pick up and the snow-
storm that occurred last week. He
said leaf pickup is to occur through
December 7, but may go another two
weeks after. When asked by Mayor
Brindle about trucks with leaf vacu-
ums versus the leaf trucks used in
town, Mr. O’Neill said the vacuums
have issues with clogging and have
less capacity in the truck beds for
leaves than the truck the department
uses.

With the snowstorm and clearing
of the roads, Mr. O’Neill said the

department was tracking the storm 72
hours in advance and they rely on the
information provided by weather fore-
casters.

“It was falling two-plus inches per
hour. Two thirty was when it really
hit,” Mr. O’Neill said. By the next
day the roads were cleared by noon-
time, he said.

Mayor Brindle is urging residents
who would like to volunteer for the
town to email the town so they can
keep a database of residents who
would like to volunteer for when the
need arises. Council President Linda
Habgood also announced an invest-
ment committee is being formed and
the council is looking for three to five
people.

Also, Ms. Habgood announced the
town will have an open public meet-
ing this year about the budget to “see
how we did against budget and priori-
ties for 2019.”

Councilman Contract announced
that the Senior Expo is rescheduled to
Friday, December 14, from 9 to 11
a.m. and is to be held in the commu-
nity room.

proposed housing units. In response
to a request for more information on
the affordable-housing plan from a
resident of Wood Valley Road, the
mayor briefly recapped the decades-
long litigation and various court-ap-
proved projects including the con-
struction of several new housing de-
velopments and assisted-living facili-
ties.

During the council comment por-
tion of the meeting, newly-elected
Councilwoman Rachel Pater and re-
cently-reelected Councilman Robert
Messler thanked all of the residents,
their friends and families for their
support, and expressed their commit-
ment to serving the community and
working for the betterment of Moun-
tainside. The mayor reminded all resi-
dents that the annual tree-lighting cer-
emony will take place at 4:30 p.m. on

Saturday, December 1, and will be
followed by free ice skating for all
residents at the Union County ice
rink.

During the public comment por-
tion of the meeting, Liz Truman asked
for additional information on the le-
gal costs incurred to date in the de-
fense of the employment lawsuit filed
last spring which alleged members of
the Mountainside Police Department
engaged in racist, homophobic and
other inappropriate conduct. John
Post, the borough attorney, explained
that to date, approximately $200,000
in defense costs have been paid.
Mayor Mirabelli advised that he an-
ticipated meeting with the borough’s
chief financial officer to investigate
budget transfers which can be made
that would obviate the need for addi-
tional appropriations.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Mountainside Council Garwood Board of Ed.
Honors 34 ‘A’ Students

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – Superintendent
Teresa Quigley, Ed.D., and the board of
education honored 34 students who
attained Honor Society status at
Tuesday’s board of education meeting.
All 34 students attained “straight As”
across all academic disciplines through-
out the marking period, stated Superin-
tendent Quigley. The students rever-
berated “through hard work” to the
superintendent’s question asking how
they attained their stellar grades.

Report cards were issued to all stu-
dents on November 15, stated Superin-
tendent Quigley.

On November 19 and 20, parent-
teacher conferences were held, Super-
intendent Quigley said. Parents have
been contacted via surveys to provide
input on the process, describe how the
process could be improved and how it
was effective, she said.

On Thursday, November 29, from 3
p.m. to midnight, the Education Foun-
dation of Garwood (EFG) will host
“Tired of Turkey at The Station.” The
Station Bar and Grill, located at 99
Center Street, will donate 15 percent of
each patron’s check to the EFG, stated
board member Tracey Roland. The EFG
provides grants and scholarships to
Garwood students, totaling more than
$60,000 raised from donations through
fundraisers, stated Ms. Roland.

All eighth graders performed in the
annual play Seussical Jr. that took place
on November 16 and 17. Board mem-
ber Mary Ann Kjetsaa stated that after
serving as a musical director for many
years throughout her time as a profes-
sional educator, overseeing numerous
productions, Seussical Jr. was “one of
the best performances I have ever seen.”

The superintendent’s report was set
to a Thanksgiving theme describing all
the “things” Ms. Quigley is grateful for
regarding Lincoln School.

“I am grateful for the wonderful,
beautiful eighth-grade play. Just amaz-
ing. They did a wonderful job,” said
Superintendent Quigley. In addition,
all staff and students making it home
safe during Thursday’s snowstorm was
something Ms. Quigley stated she was
“grateful for” during her report.

“I am thankful for the Parent Teacher
Association, who outfitted our entire
school with school spirit shirts,” said
Superintendent Quigley.

During public commentary, resident
Bruce Paterson stated he wanted to
thank Superintendent Quigley, the board
and fellow administrators for keeping
Garwood “one of the lowest or cheap-
est” school districts regarding adminis-
trative costs.

Mr. Paterson, who chairs the
Garwood Historical Committee, said
that in upcoming months he will col-
laborate with school administrators and
staff on how to infuse a lesson on

Garwood’s history into a project or
assignment. The assignment or activity
would be aimed at making students
aware of the borough’s history through
an interactive experience, stated Mr.
Paterson.

The board approved Tamara Benc as
the School Spirit Club advisor and Carol
Del Conte as the Mustang Works of
Heart Club advisor.

Board member Albert Del Conte
stated board members must respect
planned sub-committee meeting dates.

“The building and grounds sub-com-
mittee meeting must be more than me
just showing up. That’s all I’m saying,”
said Mr. Del Conte.

Students who attained Honor Soci-
ety status, honored at Tuesday’s meet-
ing, are Lena Blumenstock, Zoey
Brown, Nyla Castro, Olivia Castro,
Mackenzie Cruz, Simon Cvercko, An-
thony Di Lorio, Miranda D’Onofrio,
Valeria Espinoza Carranza, James Filer,
Mathew Froden, Matthew Gesior,
Allison Gillbridge, Isabella Grogan,
Carina Hechevarria, Abigail Henkel,
Ava Hladek, Richard Howard, Carl
Knutson, Isabela Lind, Dylan Mason,
Emmalee Miller, Priscilla Nieves,
Michael Parente, Bryan Ruban, Jr.,
Leonardo Ruggiero, Anne Ryan,
Brendan Ryan, Sarah Segebade, Toni
Shaw, Giuliana Velaj, Chase
Trentacosta, Jack Zennpurio and Miguel
De La Cruz.

Christmas Tree,
Menorah Lightings

Cranford
A full day of activities culminating

with the lighting of the Christmas tree
on Friday, November 23, at North Union
and Springfield Avenues at 6 p.m.

Garwood
The Christmas tree at Borough Hall

will be lit this Saturday, November
24, at 5 p.m. The Rain Date is No-
vember 25.

Garwood will be holding a Com-
munity Menorah Lighting event on
Sunday, December 2 at 4:30 p.m. at
Borough Hall, the first community
gathering to celebrate the Festival of
Lights.Cocoa and donuts will be pro-
vided. All are welcome to attend.

Westfield
The annual tree lighting will be held

this Sunday, November 25, at 5:30
p.m., at the North Avenue, West train
station lawn. The Menorah Lighting
will take place December 2 at 5 p.m.

Fanwood
The borough’s holiday celebration

will take place on Sunday, December
2, on the lawn in front of the North
Avenue Train Station, when Mayor
Colleen Mahr lights the Fanwood
Christmas tree from 3 to 5 p.m.

Scotch  Plains
On Sunday, December 2, the town-

ship invites residents to a Hometown
Holiday Celebration from 2 p.m. to 5
p.m.

On Monday, December 3, the
comunity is invited to gather around
the Menorah. Co-sponsored by the
Chabad of Union County, the event
begins at 6 p.m.

Mountainside
On Saturday, December 1, at 4:30

p.m. the borough will hold its annual
tree lighting ceremony.

LEADER AT IGUAZU FALLS...Gerald Pinney holds The Westfield Leader, while
he and his wife, Jeanne McCullough Pinney (who took the photo), were awed by
Iguazu Falls in Argentina as part of their visit to see their daughter, Danielle
Pinney, who is studying abroad in Córdoba, Argentina for 15 weeks. They said
they now clearly understand why former First Lady Eleanor Roosevelt suppos-
edly exclaimed “Poor Niagara!” when she first saw the Iguazu Falls.

Councilwoman Cuccaro said she
was wondering if a rabbi would light
the menorah and if the event would be
considered a religious event or a reli-
gious-holiday celebration.

Ms. Cuccaro said she asked because
a year prior the council decided a man-
ger scene was a religious celebration
versus a secular holiday celebration.

A resident stated that any individual,
regardless of religion, can light the first
candle of a menorah. A local rabbi has
been invited to the holiday event, but
will not perform the ceremony.

Councilwoman Todisco said a rabbi
being present “is like how” local
priests have been invited to Christ-
mas-themed events such as tree
lightings. The priests were invited as
community leaders and representa-
tives of their organizations, not to
perform in a religious function, said
Ms. Todisco.

town ordinance requires a 13.6-foot
setback.

Mr. Masciale said the board was
sympathetic to the consideration the
Boohers put into creating various alter-
nate plans or architectural designs.

The board unanimously approved
Robert Dufkis, of 5 Thomas Court, to
construct a front porch with a front-
yard setback of 27.4 feet, where a 31.6-
foot front-yard setback is required.

Neighbor Stephanie Kay provided
commentary on Mr. Dufkis’ behalf, stat-
ing that Mr. Dufkis’ porch would not
obstruct any neighbor’s street view.
Ms. Kay said Mr. Dufkis and his family
have been “great additions to the neigh-
borhood.”

“I fully support the porch,” Ms. Kay
said.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Hawthorn
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Happy Thanksgiving!

Horace R. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
HOME FOR THE HOLIDAYS...From the 2006 archives, the Fanwood Train Station is decorated for the holidays. In 1874,
after redirecting the course of the railway from what today is Midway Avenue, a new station was built on its present site and
was named Fanwood by president John Taylor Johnson of the Central Railroad of New Jersey, according to fanwoodnj.org.

SPREADING WARMTH...Congregation Beth Israel in Scotch Plains collected
more than 100 winter coats that were donated to the non-profit, community-based
organization Jersey Cares for distribution to men, women and children in need
throughout the state. During the six-week coat drive, congregants donated new
and gently-used coats. Seventh-grade students in Congregation Beth Israel’s
Religious School helped sort and bag the coats on November 4, when the drive
ended. The students also wrote warm greetings and drew uplifting pictures to be
left as “a note in the coat” for the outerwear recipients.

Brooks Crandall for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
'TIS WHAT SEASON?...Autumn and Winter collided in our area last week as
evident in Fanwood.

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
END OF THE SEASON...Sunny skies and seasonable temperatures were a
perfect combination for last Saturday's Farmers Market in Scotch Plains, the final
event of the season. The market will return next spring.

Kathryn M. Schurtz

Fanwood Native, Fiancé
Killed In Highway Crash

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — The Fanwood com-
munity mourned the death of Kathryn
M. Schurtz, 35, and her fiancé, Jo-
seph D. Kearney, who were killed in
a crash November 14 on Route 78 in
Pennsylvania while driving to their
wedding, which was to occur in Pitts-
burgh last Saturday.

According to a 101.5 FM news
report, the couple was rear-ended by
a tractor trailer that was unable to
stop. The crash, which closed the
highway for eight hours, involved
five trucks and the couple’s vehicle.

According to her obituary, Ms.
Schurtz was born in Elizabeth and
grew up in Fanwood, graduating from
Union Catholic High School in Scotch
Plains in 2001. She attended George
Washington University, where she re-
ceived her liberal arts degree, and went
on to earn her MBA from Notre Dame.

“Our hearts go out to former Fan-
wood Councilwoman Karen Schurtz,
who lost her daughter and future son-
in-law in a car accident on their way
to their wedding this past week,” ac-
cording to a statement released by the
borough on its Facebook page on
Saturday.

Ms. Schurtz was employed as the
head of platform partnerships for
Oracle Data Cloud in New York City
and resided in Jersey City.

“She will be remembered for her
voracious appetite for reading, love
of cooking, and trailblazing new ad-
ventures with Joseph,” according to
her obituary.

Ms. Schurtz is survived by her par-
ents, Joseph and Karen Schurtz; her
sister, Kimberly Schurtz; her sister

and brother-in-law, Joanne and Kevin
Schwoer; and her three-month-old
nephew, Landon Schwoer.

Visitation was held Monday and
Tuesday at the Immaculate Heart of
Mary Roman Catholic Church in
Scotch Plains, with the funeral held at
the church on Tuesday.

In lieu of flowers, the family has
requested that donations be made to
the Kathryn M. Schurtz Scholarship
Fund at Union Catholic High School,
Scotch Plains. Checks should be made
to Union Catholic High School, At-
tention: Office of Development, 1600
Martine Avenue, Scotch Plains, N.J.
07076. Donations also may be made
online at http://m.unioncatholic.org/
donate.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Planning Board Endorses
Redevelopment Designation

Elizabeth Stamler Sworn In As
Member of Scotch Plains Council

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Democrat
Elizabeth Stamler was sworn in as a
member of the township council on
Tuesday to fill out the remaining
weeks of the term of Councilwoman
Rose Checchio, who died on Octo-
ber 21.

Ms. Stamler was the top vote-
getter in this month’s municipal
election that saw the Democrats win
all three council seats and regain
control starting in January 2019,
when she will be joined by running
mates Joshua Losardo and Roshan
White.

After being sworn in at the end of

the council’s meeting by Fanwood
attorney Eric Harrison, Ms. Stamler
called it a bittersweet moment, in
reference to Mrs. Checchio’s pass-
ing, and acknowledged that she has
big shoes to fill, adding that she
hoped to make Mrs. Checchio and
township residents proud.

Earlier in the meeting, the coun-
cil passed a resolution formally re-
naming the annual breast cancer
awareness fund-raising walk in
honor of Mrs. Checchio and also
establishing a rose garden in her
memory at the Alan Augustine Vil-
lage Green.

In other business, the council en-
acted an ordinance that calls for the

placement of stop signs at a south-
side intersection. Stop signs will be
posted at northbound Winding
Brook Way at its intersection with
Buttonwood Lane and at south-
bound Winding Brook Way at its
intersection with Quimby Lane.

The council also introduced three
ordinances related to the township’s
affordable-housing obligations that
need to be enacted in advance of a
Wednesday, December 12, court
hearing to measure the township’s
compliance with the affordable-
housing settlement reached with
developers earlier this year.

Public hearings on the ordinances
will be held at the council’s Tues-
day, December 11 meeting.

In an effort to more sharply focus
on environmental issues, especially
as downtown redevelopment moves
forward, the council voted to estab-
lish an 11-member Green Team
Advisory Committee to oversee the
township’s participation in the Sus-
tainable Jersey program, which
seeks to support local efforts to
improve the environment in various
ways via tools, training and finan-
cial incentives. Environmental
Commission members Carla Kelly
and Bill Picard spoke briefly about
the program at Tuesday’s meeting.

The governing body also autho-
rized the submission of applications
for Community Development Block
Grant funding of $100,000 for
Americans with Disabilities Act
(ADA) improvements at Green For-
est Park and $35,000 for senior citi-
zen programs including bus driver
services.

Additionally, a resolution was
passed allowing Westfield and
Scotch Plains to deposit leaves at
each other’s leaf-collection centers
— the Conservation Center on Lam-
berts Mill Road in Westfield and
the facility on Plainfield Avenue
across from the township’s public
works building.

Mountainside Honors
Marine of the Year

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – The plan-
ning board this week endorsed two
reports concluding that two proper-
ties met the criteria to be declared
Areas in Need of Redevelopment, a
move that, if endorsed by the town-
ship council, will give the munici-
pal government more control over
how those properties will be rede-
veloped in coming years.

At the board’s meeting on Mon-
day, planner Michael Mistretta of
Harbor Consultants, which is ad-
vising the township on redevelop-

ment matters, gave two half-hour
presentations outlining his firm’s
findings on the two properties —
the Snuffy’s Pantagis property and
two contiguous lots on Jerusalem
Road.

The Jerusalem Road properties,
located across from Scotch Hills
Country Club and abutting the
Heather Glen development, have
been slated for redevelopment as
part of the township’s affordable-
housing settlement that is also driv-
ing downtown redevelopment ef-
forts. The 2.8 acres are deep lots
that stretch from Jerusalem Road to
the rear of the Heather Glen neigh-
borhood, with a sliver of a right-of-
way in between. Mr. Mistretta noted
that both lots are presently used as
contractors’ storage yards, with
equipment and storage sheds scat-
tered around along with debris and
broken blacktop.

He said the properties skirt the
line between being viewed as a con-
tractors’ storage yard and “essen-
tially a junk yard.” Due to their
condition and the overall lack of
their being properly utilized, Mr.
Mistretta said the two lots “clearly
meet the criteria” for being declared
as an Area in Need of Redevelop-
ment.

Mr. Mistretta also recommended
that the 5.55-acre Snuffy’s property
on Park Avenue be similarly desig-
nated. The bulk of the property,
which is situated between Route 22
and Mountain Avenue, is surface
parking, much of which, he said,
shows “clear signs of degradation,”
including cracked pavement, weeds
and standing water during heavy
rainstorms despite it not being lo-
cated in a flood zone. The three-
story building that houses the res-
taurant and banquet halls is aging.

The majority of the property is
situated in a B-Business zone, al-
though a strip on its western edge
along Pinehurst Avenue is located
in an R-Residential zone. Mr.
Mistretta also reviewed for the board
the township’s police, fire, zoning
and health records for the property,
noting that there were 186 police
calls over the past nine years along
with various health-code and fire-
code violations. At present, there
are no formal plans for redevelop-
ing the property, which falls within
the second phase of the township’s
downtown redevelopment plan, al-
though there has been talk of its
being an ideal location for a park-
and-ride bus terminal for commut-
ers.

By KATE BROWNE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

MOUNTAINSIDE — The mem-
bers of the borough council began
their Tuesday meeting by issuing a
proclamation in honor of longtime
resident Jerome “Jerry” Rice, who
was honored as Marine of the Year by
the Central Jersey Leatherneck De-
tachment at its 243rd Birthday Ball
on November 9. Mr. Rice served in
the Marine Corps from 1952 to 1955
and was a member of the Mountain-
side Police Department for 35 years.
He and his wife, Audrey, have four
children, 22 grandchildren and 17-
and-a-half great-grandchildren. The
Rices’ son, James, and grandson,
Michael, both also served in the Ma-
rines.

During the business portion of the
meeting, council members reviewed
the bids that have been received for
the replacement of the sanitary sewer
on Dunn Parkway and voted to award
the contract to Jo-Med Contracting
Company of Elizabeth, as the com-

pany was the lowest bidder at a cost
of $38,112.77. The council also voted
to approve the hiring of a part-time
receptionist/secretary for the Con-
struction/Public Works Department
at a cost of $22 an hour, and to pur-
chase a commercial generator for the
borough’s rescue squad building so
that it has the capacity to serve as a
warming and charging station in the
event of severe weather.

In order to comply with the New
Jersey Department of Taxation’s or-
der that the borough conduct a prop-
erty-tax revaluation, the council con-
ducted its first reading of an ordi-
nance to approve an emergency ap-
propriation of $200,000 spread over
five years to fund the revaluation pro-
gram, which will require the assess-
ment of all residential and commer-
cial properties in the community.

In addition, Mayor Paul Mirabelli
advised that the previously scheduled
planning board meeting to discuss the
development of the Barnes Tract has
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Y Men’s Club Christmas Tree Sale
A True Westfield Tradition • Est. 1951 • Christmas Trees & Wreaths • Roping & Stands

Weekdays Monday to Friday 5PM - 9PM • Saturdays & Sundays 9AM - 6PM

All Proceeds Donated To Local Charities & Non-Profits

Starts Saturday, November 24th • Elm Street Athletic Field

LEADER IN NORMANDY...Debbie and Thomas Cusimano of Westfield spent
some time with members of Mr. Cusimano’s class at West Point on Veterans Day
in Normandy, France. They took a copy of The Westfield Leader with them.

LEADER AT GREAT WALL...David Golush of Westfield and his son, Jason,
recently hiked the Jinshanling Section of the Great Wall of China with The
Westfield Leader.

LEADER AT IGUAZU FALLS...Gerald Pinney holds The Westfield Leader, while
he and his wife, Jeanne McCullough Pinney (who took the photo), were awed by
Iguazu Falls in Argentina as part of their visit to see their daughter, Danielle
Pinney, who is studying abroad in Córdoba, Argentina for 15 weeks. They said
they now clearly understand why former First Lady Eleanor Roosevelt suppos-
edly exclaimed “Poor Niagara!” when she first saw the Iguazu Falls.

Correction
In a page 1 story in last week’s paper

on coverage of the Union County Free-
holders’ meeting, several names were
misspelled. The names should have
been reported as Freeholder Angela
Garretson, Freeholder-elect Andrea
Staten and Freeholder Mohamed
Jalloh, who did not seek reelection.
We apologize for the errors.

County Parks Rep. Discusses
Ponderosa Turf Field Project

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – Union
County Parks and Maintenance Di-
rector Michael J. Brennan discussed
the Ponderosa Park turf field project
at Monday’s Scotch Plains Recre-
ation Commission meeting. Mr.
Brennan said the county, which
owns Ponderosa, will receive input
from the recreation commission as
well as Mayor Al Smith and the
township council when determin-
ing if the fields will have night-time
lights. The turfing of the field will
allow for multiple sports to be
played on the field during the same
athletic season or throughout con-
secutive seasons with “little-to-no-
maintenance,” stated Mr. Brennan.

The turf project is part of a
Union County Parks and Recre-
ation revitalization program at no
additional cost to Scotch Plains
taxpayers, stated Mr. Brennan. The
field was selected to increase the
open field space for both Scotch
Plains and Union County resi-
dents, he said.

Mr. Brennan said the fields will
be open to the public, but will be
utilized by permitted recreation
leagues alongside other interested
athletic leagues. During times the
fields are not in use by permitted
leagues, individuals can utilize the
fields to further their skills, includ-
ing “friendly” (pick-up games) com-
petition, he said.

Mr. Brennan noted that “several
years back” a turfed field included
lights and that the “two always co-
incided with one another.” How-
ever, turf fields have completely
replaced grass fields for athletic
events because there is “no rest” for
the fields when “talking youth ath-
letics” in modern times, stated Mr.
Brennan.

Mr. Brennan distinguished the
longer time required for grass re-
growth and cost factors to maintain
grass fields versus turf fields. “The
rest” needed to maintain a grass
field would require the field not be
used for several months, stated Mr.
Brennan. For instance, consecutive
soccer games combined with foot-
ball practices during the same day
or weekend would leave grass field
conditions “unplayable” for one of
the activities, stated Mr. Brennan.

He said if Scotch Plains finalizes
the field, the lights would follow
township ordinances by not intrud-
ing on neighboring residents during
the evening hours. Mr. Brennan said

Mayor Smith and the township coun-
cil can coordinate earlier shut-down
times for the lights if need be.

The lights “afford athletes” sev-
eral extra hours of practice during
the winter months when the sun
goes down between 4 and 6 p.m.,
stated Mr. Brennan.

Recreation Commissioner
Deanna Del Bene said the extra
time is a positive for student-ath-
letes who practice after school dur-
ing the fall and winter months.

Mr. Brennan said the county will
add an additional “fully turfed and
well lit” field at Ponderosa as the
Union County Vocational-Techni-
cal (Vo-Tech) Schools fields, which
are county parks but are often used
by several non-Scotch Plains spe-
cific activities. The Vo-Tech fields
are shared for Union County Col-
lege activities.

Mr. Brennan told The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times that the
county will allow other athletic out-
lets to utilize Ponderosa Park for
open-field demand.

On Saturday, December 1, the
Mayor’s Charity Gala, “A Night to
Honor the First Responders of
Scotch Plains,” will be held at the
Shackamaxon Country Club from 7
to 11 p.m. Proceeds from the event
will benefit the Scotch Plains Po-
lice Foundation, Scotch Plains
Firefighters Association and Scotch
Plains Rescue Squad. Tickets can
be purchased by calling the recre-
ation department at (908) 322-6700,
extension no. 223.

The 28th annual gala will include
a cocktail hour, dinner, dancing,
tricky tray and silent auction.

On Sunday, December 2, the Holi-
day Celebration will take place on
the Alan Augustine Village Green,
430 Park Avenue, from 2 to 5 p.m.
Activities will include horse-drawn
carriage rides, caricatures, carol-
ers, hot chocolate and pastries, face
painting, cookie decorating, a pet-
ting zoo, canned food drive, a visit
from Santa and the annual tree light-
ing.

CHRISTMAS HOUSE...“The Christmas House,” at 83 Paterson Road, Fanwood,
will have its grand lighting for the 2018-2019 season on Friday, November 23. All
donations will go to the New Jersey Institute for Disabilities (NJID). The Roser
family pays all of the decorating and electricity expenses, so every dollar goes to
NJID. Santa will visit on Saturday, December 8, from 4:30 to 6 p.m. There is no
charge for this event and there are gifts for all children. Donations may be dropped
in the secure lock box next to the front door; by ringing the doorbell, mailing a
check made to “NJID” to the house address, or made securely online through
PayPal at njid.org. The family’s goal this year is to collect $4,000.

Police Arrest 16-Year-Old
On Burglary, Theft Charges
 WESTFIELD — A local 16-year-

old male juvenile was arrested on
Tuesday on eight counts of burglary
and four counts of theft.

In a press release issued Tuesday
afternoon, Acting Police Chief
Chris Battiloro said the arrest re-
sulted from numerous reported resi-
dential burglaries and motor ve-
hicle thefts occurring on the north
side of Westfield during the over-
night hours between Wednesday,
October 3, 2018, and Wednesday,
October 17, 2018.

The juvenile was additionally
charged with a count of second-de-
gree theft, since the value of the re-
ported stolen motor vehicles and prop-
erty was well in excess of $75,000.

The juvenile was processed at the
Westfield Police Department and then
remanded to the Union County Juve-
nile Detention Center, according to
police.

been rescheduled to December so that
the site’s developer can revise the de-
sign to provide more details on the
landscaping near Mountain Avenue
and Knightsbridge Road and more
precise renderings of the proposed
housing units. In response to a request
for more information on the afford-
able-housing plan from a resident of
Wood Valley Road, the mayor briefly
recapped the decades-long litigation
and various court-approved projects
including the construction of several
new housing developments and as-
sisted-living facilities.

During the council comment por-
tion of the meeting, newly-elected
Councilwoman Rachel Pater and re-
cently-reelected Councilman Robert
Messler thanked all of the residents,
their friends and families for their sup-
port, and expressed their commitment
to serving the community and working
for the betterment of Mountainside.
The mayor reminded all residents that
the annual tree-lighting ceremony will
take place at 4:30 p.m. on Saturday,
December 1, and will be followed by
free ice skating for all residents at the
Union County ice rink.

During the public comment por-
tion of the meeting, Liz Truman asked
for additional information on the le-
gal costs incurred to date in the de-
fense of the employment lawsuit filed
last spring which alleged members of
the Mountainside Police Department
engaged in racist, homophobic and
other inappropriate conduct. John
Post, the borough attorney, explained
that to date, approximately $200,000
in defense costs have been paid.
Mayor Mirabelli advised that he an-
ticipated meeting with the borough’s
chief financial officer to investigate
budget transfers which can be made
that would obviate the need for addi-
tional appropriations.

Fanwood Council Urges
Residents to Shop Locally

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD – After noting Scotch
Plains and Fanwood’s successful Vet-
erans Day events held last week,
including the more than 100 banners
lining the main streets within the
township and the borough to honor
local veterans, Mayor Colleen Mahr
spoke during Monday’s governing
body meeting about supporting lo-
cal businesses.

According to the mayor, the “Home-
town Heroes” banner program was
launched to recognize those veterans
(living and deceased) and active mili-
tary personnel who live or had lived
in Scotch Plains or Fanwood.

The project was done in conjunc-
tion with American Legion Post 209,
Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 10122
and St. Bartholomew the Apostle
Roman Catholic Church in Scotch
Plains. The banners featured pic-
tures of local honored veterans and
were paid for by the honorees’ fam-
ily members.

In other business, the mayor and
council honored Fanwood resident
Oshanda Erb as the borough’s Vol-
unteer of the Month for representing
Fanwood on the Veterans Day flag
program. Ms. Erb, an Air Force Re-
servist, served on the Crisis Action
Team at Maguire Air Force Base and
was deployed three times.

After honoring Ms. Erb, Mayor
Mahr urged local residents to pa-
tronize all of Fanwood’s businesses
during “Small Business Saturday”
that is celebrated nationally on the
Saturday after Thanksgiving. She
stated that a lot of Fanwood’s busi-
nesses are “mom-and-pop” type
places and she wanted to show the
Fanwood business community her
support. Mayor Mahr said she will

start her holiday shopping “bright
and early” on Saturday morning and
urged fellow Fanwood residents to
do the same.

In separate business, Councilman
Anthony Carter gave his monthly
safety report, citing information from
the borough’s police and fire depart-
ments and rescue squads. Council-
man Carter noted that during the
month of October there were four
911 calls, zero driving-while-intoxi-
cated arrests, five theft arrests, six
harassment arrests, one terroristic
threat arrest and one domestic dis-
pute arrest. It was reported that there
were 122 moving violations in Octo-
ber and 84 parking tickets.

October saw 54 rescue squad calls
and 31 fire department calls. In addi-
tion, one family was reported as hav-
ing been displaced from their home
as a result of a fire just last week.

In other business, it was reported
that the borough’s first sewer utility
bill was received this past week from
the new sewer utility established
within the borough in April. Accord-
ing to the mayor and council, the
new utility was established to ad-
dress required ongoing and long-
term maintenance of the borough’s
sewer infrastructure. It was noted
that many of the borough’s pipes
from the sewer system are approxi-
mately 80 years old and need repair
or replacement.

Finally, Councilwoman Erin
McElroy-Barker was congratulated
on her re-election to the governing
body. Officials also offered congratu-
lations to Councilwoman-elect
Patricia Walsh, who will take her seat
on the council dais come January.

It was noted that the borough’s
tree lighting will be held on Sunday,
December 2, starting at 3 p.m.

The next Fanwood Council meet-
ing is scheduled for Monday, De-
cember 3, at 7 p.m., at Fanwood
Borough Hall.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
ANGRY COMMUTERS...Last Thursday’s winter storm wreaked havoc at
Newark Penn Station, causing  total pandemonium and disruption of NJ Transit
service.

Acting Chief Battiloro credited the
Westfield Police Department’s De-
tective Bureau with conducting a well-
coordinated, thorough, and complete
investigation, which resulted in the
approval of criminal complaints by
the Union County Prosecutor’s Of-
fice and led to the juvenile’s arrest.

“All of our detectives deserve credit
for a job well done,” stated Acting
Chief Battiloro, who stated their in-
vestigation remains “ongoing” and
that additional criminal charges
against the juvenile and others are
possible.

“I thank the public for remaining
patient as we conducted this investi-
gation,” stated the acting chief.

Acting Chief Battiloro asked that
anyone with information relating to
recent burglaries and motor vehicle
thefts occurring in Westfield contact
Detective Bruno of the Westfield Po-
lice Department at (908) 789-6078.

Cranford
A full day of activities culminating

with the lighting of the Christmas tree
on Friday, November 23, at North Union
and Springfield Avenues at 6 p.m.

Garwood
The Christmas tree at Borough Hall

will be lit this Saturday, November
24, at 5 p.m. The rain date is Novem-
ber 25.

Garwood will be holding a Com-
munity Menorah Lighting event on
Sunday, December 2, at 4:30 p.m., at
Borough Hall, the first community
gathering to celebrate the Festival of
Lights.Cocoa and donuts will be pro-
vided. All are welcome to attend.

Westfield
The annual tree lighting will be

held this Sunday, November 25, at
5:30 p.m., at the North Avenue, West
train station lawn.

Fanwood
The borough’s holiday celebration

will take place on Sunday, December
2, on the lawn in front of the North
Avenue Train Station, when Mayor
Colleen Mahr lights the Fanwood
Christmas tree from 3 to 5 p.m.

Scotch  Plains
On Sunday, December 2, the town-

ship invites residents to a Hometown
Holiday Celebration from 2 p.m. to 5
p.m.

On Monday, December 3, the
comunity is invited to gather around
the Menorah. Co-sponsored by the
Chabad of Union County, the event
begins at 6 p.m.

Mountainside
On Saturday, December 1, at 4:30

p.m. the borough will hold its annual
tree lighting ceremony.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Mountainside
Christmas Tree and
Menorah Lightings



Page 2  Thursday, November 22, 2018 The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

INSPIRATIONAL TALK...AJ Wargo, left, of Westfield with Eric LeGrand are
pictured at the recenly held New Jersey Conference on Disability and Employment
Heldat Raritan Valley Community College in Branchburg.

AJ Wargo Speaker at
Conf. at Raritan College

WESTFIELD — AJ Wargo of
Westfield, a young man on the autism
spectrum, was a featured speaker at
the recent New Jersey Conference on
Disability and Employment held at
Raritan Valley Community College
in Branchburg.

The conference, focusing on work-
place opportunities for individuals
with significant physical and devel-
opmental disabilities, brought to-
gether educators, service providers,
families, employers and others who
are committed to notion that indi-
viduals with special needs are ca-
pable of full participation in inte-
grated employment.

Mr. Wargo, 20, spoke about his per-
sonal workplace experience as a staff
member at both the ShopRite in
Garwood and at JFK Medical Center
in Edison. His discussion followed
keynote speaker Eric LeGrand, who
recounted his personal journey through
the hardship of a debilitating football
injury that left him paralyzed to his
inspiriting life today as a motivational

speaker, author and sportscaster.
Mr. Wargo, who started at ShopRite

two years ago, reflected on his suc-
cesses and challenges at the super-
market, crediting the management and
his colleagues for being accommo-
dating and “enlightening” customers
about people with special needs. He
packs groceries and stocks shelves at
the supermarket. At JFK Medical
Center, Mr. Wargo works on data
entry and receives training to help
further his goals of working more
with computers in the future.

“I was hoping to convey that it is
really possible for people with dis-
abilities to gain jobs,” said Mr. Wargo,
reflecting on his discussion at the
conference. “I also wanted to make
the audience happy. I wanted to make
people with disabilities realize they
can go out and work and it is possible
to do it.”

For more information about the
New Jersey Conference on Disability
and Employment, visit https://
www.disabilityandemployment.net/.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader and The Times
MAKING A BID...This woman puts her name  in the running for one of the many
gifts available during the raffle at Saturday’s Support Our Troops Casino Night
Saturday at the Westfield Armory. The event benefits Bonds of Courage, a non-
profit organization supporting troops, veterans and their families.

This is your new home

we are talking about

Owen Brand

Mortgage Development Officer

Phone - 908.789.2730

Cell - 908.337.7282

Email - owen.brand@santander.us

NMLS # 222999
All loans subject to approval. Equal Housing Lender. Santander Bank, N.A. is a Member FDIC and a wholly owned
subsidiary of Banco Santander, S.A. 2017 Santander Bank, N.A. All rights reserved. Santander, Santander Bank
and the Flame logo are trademarks of Banco Santander, S.A. or its subsidiaries in the United States or other
countries. All other trademarks are the property of their respective owners.     C0427_12F   12/09/16

DUGHI, HEWIT & DOMALEWSKI

Criminal Defense Matters
State and Municipal Criminal Court

Motor Vehicle Tickets • DWI

Call Brandon Minde, Former Prosecutor

Mention this ad for a complimentary conference

340 North Avenue, Cranford, NJ
(908) 272-0200 • www.dughihewit.com

The Family Law Department of Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski
Presents

Top row standing: Jennifer L. Young, Esq., Catherine A. Manino, Esq.

Bottom row sitting: Kristin M. Capalbo, Esq., Mario C. Gurrieri, Esq. (Chair)

4 Lawyers, 4 Levels of Experience, 4 Hourly Rates

All designed to serve your interests in all aspects of divorce including
custody, parenting time, relocation, distribution of assets, alimony, child

support, college costs, prenuptial agreements, mediation, domestic violence,
palimony and post-divorce changes in financial circumstances.

Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski, P.C.
340 North Avenue Cranford, New Jersey 07016

(908) 272-0200
www.dughihewit.com

Mention this ad to receive a complimentary conference

RICHARD J. KAPLOW, ESQ.

"40+ Years Experience"

CIVIL & CRIMINAL Trial Lawyer

Former Asst. Union County Prosecutor

• Divorce • Domestic Violence
• Custody • Child Support
• DWI • Criminal Defense
• School Law • HIB Cases

• Civil Litigation • Business Disputes

53 Elm Street • Westfield NJ • 07090

(908) 232-8787
kaplowlaw@aol.com     richardjkaplow.com

Nominations Due for
Women of Excellence

COUNTY – The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders reminds
residents, business owners and non-
profit managers to submit nominations
for the 27th annual Women of Excel-
lence awards. The submission deadline
is Monday, December 3. The awards
celebrate women who have made a
powerful impact on life in Union County.

Women can be nominated for their
achievements in the fields of Arts and
Humanities, Business and Entrepre-
neurial, Community Service, Educa-
tion, Government, Law, Law Enforce-
ment, Medicine and Health Care and
Child, Youth and Women’s Advo-
cacy.

Individuals, businesses, non-prof-
its and government agencies can sub-
mit nominations for an award. Nomi-
nations are open to all women 21
years or older who live, volunteer or
work in Union County.

The awardees will be honored at
the annual Women of Excellence gala
awards dinner, to be held on Friday,
March 29, 2019 at the Gran Centuri-
ons in Clark. Each awardee will re-
ceive an engraved Women of Excel-
lence plaque and a freeholder resolu-
tion in their honor recognizing their
impact on the Union County commu-
nity. For the first time this year, Women
of Excellence nominations may be
submitted online. To submit a Women
of Excellence nomination online, visit
ucnj.org/women-awards.

Nominations will also continue to
be accepted by mail. Mail-in nomina-
tions should be sent to the Union
County Administration Building, Attn:
DHS-Office of Outreach and Advo-
cacy, 2nd Floor, 10 Elizabethtown
Plaza, Elizabeth, NJ 07207.

For any questions about the nomi-
nation process or to get more infor-
mation about the Women of Excel-
lence awards program, contact Eliza-
beth Sebring at (908) 527-4890 or
esebring@ucbj.org.

Fanwood Councilman
Publishes Second Novel

Tom Kranz

Bill to Allowing Pharm.
Interns to Administer

Vaccines Passes
TRENTON – A bill designed to

help ease healthcare delivery by al-
lowing pharmacy interns and externs
to administer vaccines and inject-
able medications while gaining, un-
der supervision, critical hands-on
training, was approved 77-1-0 by
the New Jersey General Assembly,
and the State Senate, 39-0, earlier
this month.

 The bill, A-342, would allow phar-
macy interns and externs to adminis-
ter vaccines, injectable medications,
biologicals and immunizations to
patients by injectable or needle free
delivery methods, but only under the
direct supervision of a licensed phar-
macist.

Med. Mystery of the Month:
Acute Flaccid Myelitis

Lately, there has been a lot of cov-
erage about a mysterious polio-like
illness affecting mostly children. It’s
called acute flaccid myelitis, also
known as AFM.

As of November 1, 2018, the Cen-
ters for Disease Control and Preven-
tion (CDC) has confirmed 72 cases
across 24 states. Over 90 percent of
those afflicted are under the age of
18, while the average age is 4.

What starts out as a seemingly
harmless cold soon progresses to
weakness and paralysis, slurred
speech and difficulty swallowing. In
some cases, it can even lead to death.

“We know this can be frightening
for parents,” Dr. Nancy Messonnier,
director of CDC’s National Center
for Immunization and Respiratory
Diseases, said in a recent press brief-
ing. “I encourage parents to seek
medical care right way if you or your
child develops sudden weakness or
loss of muscle tone in arms and legs.”

There is no specific treatment for
this illness, and many children and
adults fully recover. Others need
physical and occupational therapy and
continue to have weakness in their
limbs and other residual effects.

“This is truly a mystery disease,”
Dr. Messonnier told CBS News. “We
actually don’t know what is causing
this increase. For some of the previ-
ous cases we’ve identified one patho-
gen or another, but we have no unify-
ing diagnosis.”

The most likely culprit, according
to www.clinincaladvisor.com, is a spe-
cific strain of the enterovirus, which

often just causes cold and flu-like
symptoms. However, adenoviruses,
environmental toxins and West Nile
virus are also being looked at.

To help avoid AFM, the CDC rec-
ommends regular preventative steps
such as hand-washing, staying up to
date on vaccinations, keeping hands
away from the face, and using mos-
quito repellents when outdoors.

The Scotch Plains Rescue Squad is
a volunteer organization of Neigh-
bors Helping Neighbors. With over
90 volunteers, we answer emergency
calls not only in Scotch Plains, but in
surrounding towns as well when
needed. Besides answering calls, you
will see our ambulances at many spe-
cial events held in town, such as Scotch
Plains Day, the Memorial Day Pa-
rade, high school football games, and
the summer concerts on the Village
Green. We are also available to pro-
vide demonstrations for Boys and
Girls Scout troops, clubs, and any
other group that may be interested in
what we do. In addition, we lend out
wheelchairs, crutches, canes and other
assorted medical equipment free of
charge. Our Auxiliary Group holds
fundraisers and provides other much
needed support for our members.
Please reach out to us if there is some-
thing we can do for you, or if you
would like to become a part of our
organization. (908) 322-2103 for non-
emergencies or
scotchplainsrescuesquad@gmail.com

Contributing Author Susan Baldani
is a life member of the Scotch Plains
Rescue Squad.

Superintendent Updates District on
Orange Ave. School Terror Threat

Dear Parents and Guardians, Staff,
Students, and Community Members,

The Cranford School District just
received an update (Tuesday morn-
ing) regarding the Orange Avenue
School incident that occurred a couple
of weeks ago. As stated in previous
releases, on November 2, 2018, the
District received a report that an indi-
vidual made terroristic threats against
the District, and in particular, against
Orange Avenue School. As soon as
those threats were made known to the
administration, the District engaged
the Cranford Police Department who
also involved the Union County
Prosecutor’s Office. The individual
was apprehended, arrested and incar-
cerated in the Union County jail.

On Friday, November 9, 2018, a
detention hearing was held before
Judge Daniel R. Lindemann, and after
hearing from the Prosecutor’s Office
and defense counsel for the individual,
the Judge remanded the individual to
remain in the Union County jail and
directed that the individual undergo a
mental health screening.

This morning (November 20), an-
other detention hearing was held, this
time before Judge John Deitch. The
Judge advised that the Court reviewed
the psychiatrist’s report from Trinitas
Medical Center, which found that the
individual is not a danger to himself
or others. The Judge also advised that
the psychiatrist’s report found that
the individual is not suffering from
any suicidal or homicidal ideation.
The Judge heard from the Prosecutor’s
Office and defense counsel. Based
upon all of the information provided
by the psychiatrist’s report, the
Prosecutor’s Office, and defense
counsel, the Judge signed a pre-trial
release order and released the indi-
vidual under the following pre-trial
conditions:

1. The individual is not permitted
to possess a firearm, destructive de-
vice, or other dangerous weapon;

2. The individual must refrain from
the excessive use of alcohol, any use
of narcotic drugs, or other controlled
substance without a prescription by a
licensed medical practitioner;

3. The individual must report to
Pre-Trial Services telephonically once
every other week and in person once
every other week;

4. The individual is barred from
going to any public school;

5. The individual is not permitted
to come within 100 feet of all Cranford
Public Schools;

6. The individual must undergo
available medical, psychological, or
psychiatric treatment, including treat-
ment for drug or alcohol dependency,
and remain in a specified institution if
needed for that purpose;

7. The individual must attend anger
management counseling;

8. The individual must seek an

evaluation/assessment from a psy-
chologist or psychiatrist and follow
any and all recommendations;

9. The individual must surrender
all of his firearms and his Purchaser
ID card;

10. The individual must appear for
all scheduled court proceedings; and

11. The individual must immedi-
ately notify Pretrial Services of any
change of address, telephone num-
ber, or other contact information.

The pre-trial release order also pro-
vides that if the individual fails to
appear in court, violates any condi-
tions of release, or commits a new
offense, such actions may result in
additional penalties or consequences
for the individual including, the issu-
ance of a warrant for his arrest, in-
creasingly restrictive conditions, a
revocation of his release, the forfei-
ture of any monetary bail, and pos-
sible detention.

The individual is required to ap-
pear before the Judge Regina
Caulfield on January 3, 2019 at 8:30
a.m. for a plea disposition confer-
ence.

I want to assure you that the
District’s number one priority will
continue to be the safety and welfare
of our children and school commu-
nity. We are extremely fortunate to
have a strong partnership with the
Cranford Police Department. Police
Chief Ryan Greco and I have re-
mained in constant contact with one
another with respect to this individual.
The District, through its partnership
with law enforcement, has increased
security measures for the entire Dis-
trict, including assigning a dedicated
officer who will remain at Orange
Avenue School for the foreseeable
future and beyond. Additionally, the
District over the last couple of years
has taken significant steps to harden
our schools and enhance our proce-
dures and protocols.

The safety of our school commu-
nity is a shared responsibility. Al-
though the Trinitas Medical Center
psychiatrist’s report found that the
individual does not now pose a threat
to himself or others, which includes
our community, I challenge each and
every one of us to view this situation
as an opportunity to renew our vigi-
lance in keeping Cranford safe. We
continue to encourage our entire com-
munity to please say something if you
hear or see something.

I am so deeply saddened that this
event occurred, but I am so apprecia-
tive of the collective response of the
school district administration, faculty,
and, especially, the Cranford Police
Department, as we work together to
ensure the continued safety and well-
being of our students.

Dr. Scott Rubin
Superintendent of Schools

Cranford

FANWOOD — Fanwood Council-
man Tom Kranz has released “Killer
Competition,” his second novel an-
chored in the television news space.

In “Killer Competition,” protagonist
Bud Remmick, free again after doing
prison time for killing his ex-boss, wants
only to be a good person, contribute to
his community and get a job. His long-
suffering wife, Maggie, supports them
with a good job working as a director
for their local county government.

Soon after Bud lands a job at his
old TV station, dark forces invade his
life and Maggie’s, bringing the couple
closer while opening doors to evil
deeds by villains out for personal
gain. One villain is a psychotic news
photographer who will stop at noth-
ing to get an exclusive. Another is a
corrupt governor hell-bent on taking
Maggie’s job away from her and use
it as a patronage perk for his con-
nected friends.

“This is basically a story about this
couple coping with bad things,” says
Mr. Kranz, a career journalist now
working as communications director
for Fanwood-based Chelsea Senior
Living. “Bud and Maggie are each
vulnerable in their separate lives to the
actions of bad guys. It’s how they
support each other that allows them to
endure and, ultimately, take control,
with a little help from their friends.”

“Killer Competition” is a continua-
tion of a narrative begun in Mr. Kranz’s
first novel, “Budland,” though it isn’t
necessary to have read “Budland” to
enjoy “Killer Competition.”

“They are separate stories,” says
Mr. Kranz, “but feel free to buy them
both for your friends and family mem-
bers who still like to read.”

“Killer Competition” is available
in paperback and ebook at Amazon,
Barnes & Nobel, Kobo and other
online book retailers. More informa-
tion can be found at https://
killercompetition.com.

Courtesy of Tom Kranz/Borough of Fanwood
VOLUNTEER OF THE MONTH...Oshanda Erb of Fanwood,  an Air Force
reservist who was Fanwood’s representative on the committee that created the
Veterans Banners across Scotch Plains and Fanwood, was named Fanwood’s
Volunteer of The Month at Monday’s borough council meeting.  Mr. Erb joined
the Air Force at age 17 and became an integral asset to the Crisis Action Team at
Maguire Airforce Base, which was established in response to the 9/11 attacks.  She
received the traditional token of appreciation from Mayor Colleen Mahr, a
framed print of Fanwood’s historic train station.
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251 North Avenue West

(Next to the train station)

Lobby Hours

Our Grand Opening Continues 
With This Exclusive Offer!

Pick A CD That Grows At Your Pace

Mobile Banking • Electronic Bill Pay • Competitive Rates • And More!
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^

• Checking and Savings Accounts
• Home Mortgages
• Home Equity Credit Lines

• Online Cash Management
• Free Business Checking
• Lines of Credit
• Prime Lines of Credit for Professionals

• Debit Cards and “Intelligent” ATMs
• Mobile and Online Banking
• And So Much More!
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• Permanent Mortgages
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15-Month CD
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†

APY *2.75%

NEW DELEGATION...Congressman Frank Pallone (D-6th), third from left,
hosted a New Jersey Congressional delegation meeting in his Washington, D.C.
office to discuss his priorities for 2019. Also pictured, from left to right, are:
Congresman Donald Norcross (D-1st), Congresman-elect Jeff Van Drew (D-2nd),
Congresswoman-elect Mikie Sherrill (D-11th), Congressman-elect Tom
Malinowski (D-7th), Congresswoman Bonnie Watson Coleman (D-12th), Con-
gressman Albio Sires (D-8th), Congressman Frank Pascrell (D-9th),  Congressmam-
elect Andy Kim (D-3rd), and Congressman Donald Payne Jr (D-10th).

PEDESTRIAN SAFETY AWARD...The Cranford Police Department was the
recipient of the AAA Northeast 2018 Pedestrian Safety Commendation awarded
for achieving zero pedestrian fatalities in 2017. The award ceremony was held
November 1 in East Hanover, NJ.  Cranford Police Chief Ryan Greco stated,
“Traffic Safety remains a priority for the Township of Cranford. This award
demonstrates our commitment and we will continue working to improve the safety
of our roadways for all road-users.”  Pictured, from left to right, are: Shani Jarvis,
AAA assistant manager of public affairs; David Hughes, AAA Northeast presi-
dent and chief executive officer, and Detective Lieutenant Edward Davenport and
Detective Sergeant Eugene Perrotta of the Cranford Police Department.

Nominations Sought for
Unity Achievement Awards

COUNTY — Nominations are cur-
rently being sought for the 2019 Unity
Achievement Awards, presented each
year by the Union County Human
Relations Commission (UCHRC) to
individuals, organizations, and busi-
nesses that have distinguished them-
selves in the area of volunteerism,
public service, and the promotion of
human rights.

“We need the public’s eyes and
ears to alert us to those who dedicate
their time and effort to not only en-
hance others’ experiences and quality
of life, but raise and honor the human
spirit,” Commission Co-Chair Jo Ann
Hamilton said. “These Awards recog-
nize programs, services, activities,
and efforts being put forth by local
role models who promote cultural
diversity, strong community relations,
and human rights. Their efforts im-
prove the lives of others, and by do-
ing so, they truly make a difference in
our communities and our world.”

“Listening to the stories told dur-
ing the Unity Awards presentation
every year, it’s impossible not to feel
genuinely moved and inspired,”
Commission Co-Chair and Union
County Prosecutor’s Office Direc-
tor of Communications Mark Spivey
added. “The Award recipients repre-
sent the very best of us here in Union
County.”

The Award categories include cor-
porate/business enterprise, nonprofit
organizations, community organiza-
tions, individuals, law enforcement,
public service, veterans, media,
clergy, faith-based organizations, stu-
dents, educators, and special recog-
nition. The 2019 presentation will
mark the 18th annual year in which
honorees have been named.

The commissioners who volunteer
their time and energy to serve on the
Union County Human Relations Com-
mission unequivocally agree that the
best way to strive to accomplish their
mission — to actively encourage,
develop, promote, and strengthen re-
spect for human rights and cultural
diversity among the people of Union
County — is to publicly honor those
who already do it well.

The 2018 Awards honored 15 indi-
viduals and seven organizations.

One recipient was honored for a
lifetime of volunteerism to various
organizations within his community,
and for mentoring younger volun-
teers; another, a high school student,
undertook an initiative educating
classmates, teachers, and parents
about food allergies to increase sensi-
tivity and to eradicate stigma and

bullying they create. Another recipi-
ent was a group of individuals of
various faiths helping local refugees
assimilate into their communities and
the American way of life, while an-
other worked to restore dignity and
an active lifestyle to wounded veter-
ans and to intervene on behalf of
homeless veterans.

The recipients also included a
woman who has worked tirelessly to
fight human trafficking, and another
who helps women break free from
forced, arranged, and underage mar-
riages.

Nominations for the 2019 Awards
must be received no later than
Wednesday, December 26, 2018. The
awards will be presented in May 2019.
Nominations can be submitted online
at www.ucnj.org/uchrc, emailed to
uchrc@ucnj.org, or mailed to the
UCHRC, c/o the John H. Stamler
Police Academy, 1776 Raritan Road,
Scotch Plains, NJ 07076.

Nominations must include the
name, address, email, and telephone
number for yourself and your nomi-
nee, as well as an explanation of the
specific programs, activities, or ef-
forts undertaken by the nominee (and,
if relevant, any newspaper articles,
literature, or other documents).

A listing of all of the previous Unity
Achievement Award recipients in all
categories can be found online. For
additional information or assistance,
please call (908) 889-9028 or email
uchrc@ucnj.org.

Holiday Sound, Light
Show Starts Friday

COUNTY – Union County resi-
dents are invited to kick off the
season’s festivities with a visit to the
annual Holiday Sound and Light Show
beginning this Friday, November 23
at the A. Paul Mallery Model Rail-
road Center.

The three-week series showcases
the Railroad Center’s gigantic HO
scale layout along with additional
model train displays, holiday decora-
tions, a snack bar, toddler rest area
and railroad-themed gift shop. The
Railroad Center is conveniently lo-
cated in Union County’s Lenape Park
by Route 22 in Union Township and
is run by the non-profit Model Rail-
road Club with support from the Free-
holder Board.

For directions and ticket info visit
ucnj.org/parks or contact The Model
Railroad Club, (908) 964-9724 or
info@tmrci.org.

NJ Launches Tax Amnesty
Through January 15, 209

TRENTON – The New Jersey Divi-
sion of Taxation has announced the
official launch of the 2018 tax amnesty
program to provide individuals and
businesses with the opportunity to pay
back taxes or file past returns with no
penalties and reduced interest.

The New Jersey Tax Amnesty pro-
gram runs from November 15, 2018
through January 15, 2019.

Signed into law in July 2018, the
program applies to outstanding tax
filings or payments that are due on or
after February 1, 2009 and prior to
September 1, 2017. Benefits to tax
amnesty include waived penalties
such as late filing and late payment,
and one-half of the balance of interest
due as of November 1, 2018.

“We are pleased to offer taxpayers a
chance at compliance and a fresh start
through the New Jersey Tax Amnesty
program,” said John Ficara, acting di-
rector of the Division of Taxation.
“Since Tax Amnesty is offered for a
limited time, we’re encouraging tax-
payers to take advantage of the pro-
gram before the January 15 deadline
or risk incurring greater penalties.”

Taxpayers who do not take advan-
tage of amnesty before January 15
will incur a 5 percent penalty that
cannot be waived or abated. This is in
addition to all other penalties, inter-
est and other costs authorized by law.

The Division of Taxation recently

mailed a letter to all taxpayers who
are known to have amnesty-eligible
deficient and/or delinquent accounts.
In addition, an extensive outreach
program has been undertaken to reach
as many taxpayers as possible.

For more information, New Jersey
taxpayers or their representatives may
contact Taxation representatives at 1-
800-781-8407 Monday through
Thursday from 8 a.m. until 6 p.m. and
Friday from 8 a.m. until 5 p.m. or visit
www.TaxAmnesty.nj.gov.

Fanwood Introduces New
Sewer Utility Program

FANWOOD – Earlier this year, the
Fanwood Borough Council created a
sewer utility to address improvements
to the borough’s aging sewer infrastruc-
ture and last week, residents received
their first sewer utility bill. Commercial
properties in Fanwood have been pay-
ing a sewer user fee for several years.

“The decision to establish a residen-
tial utility user fee was not an easy one
given the level of taxes our residents
already pay but the council discussed
this during many public meetings start-
ing in 2017, details of which were re-
ported in the local news media,” Mayor
Colleen Mahr said. “We understand this
is viewed by many as a new tax, but the
sewer utility fee is essentially the same
as a utility bill for electric and gas usage
except this is paid directly to the bor-
ough,” she continued.

A primary focus of the sewer utility
will be developing plans for upgrades to
the aging sewer system and coordinat-
ing that work with utility companies to
avoid repeated excavation of the same
streets. A sewer upgrade on Paterson
Road has already been completed as
part of that road reconstruction project.

The borough council is also discussing
a possible shared-services agreement for
sewer maintenance with the Plainfield
Area Regional Sewage Authority
(PARSA), which currently manages
Fanwood’s sewage treatment. PARSA is
proposing a five-year program of visual
inspection and cleaning of all 26 miles of
sewer pipe in town. The projected cost is
about $94,000 for this program.

Mayor Mahr pointed out that,
while the sewer utility fee does not
come under the 2 percent property
tax cap, it was not established for
the purpose of raising more taxes
to subvert the cap, as some have
suggested. “It is important to re-
member that Fanwood’s property
tax levy did not increase this year
or last year, an achievement the
council strives for every budget
year,” she added.

The first sewer utility bill was
calculated based on property tax
assessment. The council opted to
bill in 2018 to have funding in
place for the discussions on 2019
budget and infrastructure improve-
ments. The average bill is $85 with
some residents paying less, some
more. Next year, the sewer utility
bill will be based on water usage.

Since 2006, numerous Union
County towns have billed sewer
fees including Clark, Cranford,
Rahway, Scotch Plains, Springfield,
Summit and Westfield. The cost of
maintaining sewer systems is tre-
mendous, according to the Fanwood
press release. The state now allows
towns to actually sell or lease their
sewer systems to outside compa-
nies with the expertise to maintain
and fix them. This is an option for
Fanwood in the future.

Additional information about the
sewer utility is available on the
borough website,
www.fanwoodnj.org.

Brian Mooney Named
To Ridgewood Board
WESTFIELD — Ridgewood Sav-

ings Bank has announced the election
of Brian P. Mooney of Westfield to its
Board of Trustees effective January
1, 2019. Mr. Mooney currently serves
as the regional sales director at a
large, privately-held technology com-
pany delivering data infrastructure
business solutions, and has over 20
years of experience directing busi-
ness development and sales teams.
He currently serves on the Develop-
ment Committee of St. Francis Col-
lege in Brooklyn, NY, and has earned
the honor of Knight Commander
within St. Baldrick’s Foundation for
his commitment to funding research
that discovers and develops cures
for pediatric cancers.
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57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

LD-21 includes Westfield,
Mountainside, Garwood,
Summit and Cranford.

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance (R)
425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090
(908) 518-7733

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Plainfield, Clark,
Rahway  and Linden.

senkean@njleg.org, senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org, aswmunoz@njleg.org
asmkennedy@njleg.org, asmgreen@njleg.org

12th Congressional District
Rep. Bonnie Watson Coleman (D)
850 Bear Tavern Road, Suite 201, Ewing, N.J. 08628
(609) 883-0026
[Fanwood, Plainfield and most of Scotch Plains
are in the 12th Congressional District]

[Westfield, Mountainside, Garwood, Summit and Cranford
are in the 7th Congressional District]
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I Love Trader Joe’s
I really do, but the traffic coming in

and out of their parking lot is fright-
ening. I am a senior citizen and a
walker. Going past the entrance to
Trader Joe’s is truly dangerous.

Sometimes the cars are lined up
halfway in and block the sidewalk as
well as Prospect Street. One day the
traffic was so lined up, I was tempted
to offer a quarter to some cars so they
could park in the public lot.

Once the shoppers are finished,
they drive out quickly without even
looking at the sidewalk. That has
prompted me to write this letter to the
editor and to our Mayor. Yesterday
was the second time that I was almost
hit by someone exiting with speed.

I don’t know the solution, but
clearly there is a problem.

Anne Glasser
Westfield

Subdividing Your Neighborhood
Could Be Next

Westfield is a special place with
charm, character and a sense of com-
munity that is a source of pride for us
all. We enjoy a wonderful mix of
neighborhoods, each with its own look
and feel. This mix of turn of the
century urban charm and quiet estab-
lished neighborhoods where kids can
run and play provides a variety of
housing options, while preserving
green space and tree canopies that
enhance the quality of life for every-
one.

This Westfield is why most of us
moved here in the first place. But this
Westfield is under attack by develop-
ers intent on subdividing single-fam-
ily lots well outside the center of town
to speculatively build multiple homes
that are out of character in these neigh-
borhoods.

The most recent example is 885
New England Drive on the far
southside of town near Tamaques
Park. A developer has asked the
Westfield Planning Board for ap-
proval to subdivide a 0.6-acre lot in
order to tear down the existing home
and build two houses on small lots.
While these narrow deep houses may

be appropriate in central Westfield,
they are completely out of character
on New England Drive. Allowing this
subdivision to happen will fundamen-
tally alter the look and feel of the
neighborhood, result in the loss of
numerous tall trees, and set a danger-
ous precedent – if the planning board
approves the subdivision of 885 New
England it could open the floodgates
to a new wave of overdevelopment in
Westfield.

This issue affects the entire town –
developers are quietly looking for
lots to subdivide and your neighbor-
hood could be next. The time to stop
subdivision is now – we can’t wait for
completion of the new Westfield Town
Master Plan as by then it will be too
late to stop the destruction of New
England Drive and potentially many
other neighborhoods.

Please make your voice heard at
the next Westfield Planning Board
meeting on December 3, 2018 at 7:30
p.m. and on Facebook
@StopWestfieldSubdivisionsNow.

David and Emily King
Westfield

Heartfelt Thank You to the
Westfield Boy Scouts

At this very appropriate time of
year for offering thanks, the Westfield
Food Pantry extends a huge thank
you to the Westfield Boy Scouts, Cub
Scouts, their leaders and parents for
the wonderfully successful food drive
on November 10. The Scouts distrib-
uted 10,000 grocery bags throughout
the town, then picked up the filled
bags and delivered them to the Pan-
try. They worked tirelessly to sort the
food and stock our nearly empty
shelves.

To all the Westfield residents who

were willing to donate and make the
Boy Scout drive such an overwhelm-
ing success – a very special thank
you. At this time of year we appreci-
ate those in our community – houses
of worship, schools, service organi-
zations, local businesses and the
Scouts who never forget the impor-
tance of helping “Our Neighbors In
Need” – who will now have a bounti-
ful holiday season.

From the Westfield
Food Pantry Volunteers

Criticism Goes With The Territory Of
Being A Political Leader

President Trump scheduled Ma-
rine One flight from Paris to Aisne-
Marne American Cemetery near the
village of Belleau was cancelled by
the Secret Service because of the bad
weather. A presidential motorcade was
ruled out because of the logistical
problems in providing sufficient se-
curity along the 60-mile plus route.

Sir Winston S. Churchill’s grand-
son Nicholas Soames, M.P. roundly
criticized the cancellation. “They died
with their face to the foe and that
pathetic inadequate @ real Donald
Trump couldn’t even defy the weather
to pay his respects to The Fallen. He
is not fit to represent this great coun-
try.”

British Defense Secretary Tobias
Ellwood, M.P. snidely commented,
“Rain was a regular feature on the
Western Front. Thankfully it did not
prevent our brave heroes from doing
their duty.” But is this to be expected
of a 72-year old United States Presi-
dent?

But President Trump visited
Suresne American Cemetery outside
Paris in place of the cancelled visit to
Aisne-Marne American Cemetery.

Are these criticisms about the can-
celled visit or are they pique that
President Trump demands NATO
members pay the 2 percent of their
gross domestic product on defense by
2024 that they agreed upon in 2014
and demands reductions in tariffs on
American goods?

President and Mrs. Trump came to
France to help commemorate the
100th anniversary of the end of the
First World War and this is precisely
what they did!

Criticism goes with the territory of

being a political leader. Vice-Presi-
dent Jefferson’s campaigners called
President Adams a “hideous
hermaphroditical character, which has
neither the force and firmness of a
man, nor the gentleness and sensibil-
ity of a woman.” The Adams’ camp
replied that Jefferson was “a mean-
spirited, low-lived fellow.” President
Jackson was called “King Jackson”
because he vetoed the re-chartering
of the Second Bank of the United
States. President Lincoln was called a
“baboon.” FDR “that man in The
White House.”

Former President Theodore
Roosevelt in criticizing President
Wilson’s conduct of the American
war effort in the First World War
wrote an editorial in The Kansas City
Star, May 7, 1918 in which he said,
“To announce that there must be no
criticism of the President, or that we
are to stand by the President, right or
wrong, is not only unpatriotic and
servile, but is morally treasonable to
the American public. Nothing but the
truth should be spoken about him or
any one else. But it is even more
important to tell the truth, pleasant or
unpleasant, about him than about any
one else.”

But the extent and intensity of the
criticism today should give us pause
because we are reaching the point
where no one, however capable or
dedicated, will want to run for Presi-
dent let alone be able to lead once in
office.

Must our Presidents now have skin
as thick as an elephant’s hide?

Stephen Schoeman
Westfield

Come Home For the Holidays:
Do Your Shopping Downtown

Are Hearings, Special Prosecutor
Needed As Snow Causes Chaos

Here we are again, at the starting gate of holiday
shopping. Many of us, our turkey dinners barely
digested, will already be venturing out Thanksgiv-
ing night to take advantage of early retail openings.
“Black Friday” is indeed upon us, beckoning us to
join throngs of our fellow gift buyers in pursuit of
this season’s hot-ticket items. Despite the madding
crowds and dipping temperatures, this is an annual
ritual that some hardy souls would not miss for all
the lights at Rockefeller Center.

From now through Christmas, area malls will be
packed daily, complete with long register lines, and
with available parking spaces quickly becoming a
myth. As an alternative, many consumers now make
the majority of their holiday purchases online. While
we recognize the convenience of online shopping,
especially for busy families, we encourage another
option — shopping locally — which ultimately
benefits entire communities.

Our readership area features vibrant downtowns
that offer an eclectic mix of stores, restaurants and
personal service establishments where shoppers will
likely find something for everyone on their list. They
include the business districts of Westfield, Scotch
Plains, Fanwood, Cranford, Garwood, Mountainside,
Summit and Clark, along with those of neighboring
municipalities.

Local merchants truly form the lifeblood of the
towns in which we live, work and enjoy our leisure
pursuits. They deserve our loyalty and our support,
and not just during the holidays, but throughout the
year as well. By patronizing our downtown estab-
lishments, we are contributing to the overall eco-

nomic vitality of our communities.
Besides sustaining our towns, shopping locally

also benefits us as individuals. It allows us to recon-
nect with our neighbors and our communities in a
special way, particularly during the holidays. Fes-
tive decorations and seasonal activities in our down-
towns this time of year promote that nostalgic “home
for the holidays” feeling. Additionally, shopping in
town gives us a chance to catch up with fellow
townspeople, including the merchants, many of who
are area residents themselves.

Further, our downtowns present a variety of offer-
ings that are typically in walking distance from one
another, including eateries where patrons can enjoy
a meal or a hot cup of coffee or cocoa to complement
their shopping excursions, and hair, nail and other
such establishments to give us our best holiday
looks. Our business districts also feature conve-
niently located banks and additional businesses that
serve our needs year-round.

We would be highly remiss in touting local holiday
shopping opportunities without a shout out to the
multiple thrift shops that have long been fixtures in
our towns. Their sales of quality merchandise sup-
port community and charitable programs. Among
them are the shops run by the Westfield Service
League and the Fanwood-Scotch Plains Service
League, the Jumble Store operated in Cranford by
the Junior League of Elizabeth-Plainfield, and The
Hope Chest in Westfield, which supports the Center
for Hope Hospice and Palliative Care.

So come home for the holidays, everyone, and
happy Thanksgiving.

Everyone has stories to tell their kids and grandkids
for years to come of last week’s snowstorm of six
inches plus ice, which caused a virtual shutdown of
the New Jersey-New York metropolitan area trans-
portation system. It didn’t matter whether you were
traveling by car, bus, train or plane. Everywhere was
gridlock. Routes 21, 22, 78, 280 and 287 were closed
for the night. In our area, massive traffic standstills
was the story of the night on local roadways. The
Port Authority of New York and New Jersey closed
the bus terminEal due to crowds numbering in the
thousands of stranded commuters, as buses were
stuck all over New Jersey and couldn’t reach the bus
terminal. Schoolchildren in West Orange had to stay
the night as school buses and even parents couldn’t
get to them due to closed roadways and traffic
gridlock. The question is, how could such a small-
scale storm have caused such havoc?

What went wrong? We all know we can’t control
when a storm will arrive, but we all knew snow and
ice was forecasted. The intensity of the storm was
greater than expected, but that often happens with
storms. Why were schools and large employers not
told to stagger office closings so that road crews
could plow and salt? The lines of communication
weren’t there, resulting in total chaos. And with
thousands of housing units coming to our towns, will
last Thursday’s gridlock be the norm in the years

ahead?
While the storm was hitting North Jersey espe-

cially hard, many officials, including Governor Phil
Murphy, were attending the New Jersey League of
Municipalities Convention in Atlantic City. The
Governor gave his speech yesterday. Shouldn’t the
NJLOM have cancelled the last day or at least closed
the convention early so that state, county and mu-
nicipal officials could focus on the storm?

While we have had previous snowstorms that have
stranded thousands of New Jerseyans, no one has
ever recalled seeing such chaos like this before. The
State Legislature needs to call hearings both in and
outside of Trenton in the weeks ahead to hear from
commuters, parents, law enforcement (State Police
and municipal police departments), snow plow op-
erators, and members of the Murphy Administration
who oversee emergency operations.

We cannot let such complete disaster happen again.
New Jersey and New York, including our mass
transit system —  NJ Transit and the Port Authority
— must have a workable plan for future storms.
Always assume a storm will be worse than pre-
dicted. Make sure crews are out early. If necessary,
close portions of highways so crews can salt and
plow and then reopen them to traffic.

We need more accurate weather predictions ear-
lier than later so preparations can be ready.

HAPPYHAPPYHAPPYHAPPYHAPPY
THANKSGIVINGTHANKSGIVINGTHANKSGIVINGTHANKSGIVINGTHANKSGIVING

Not About Making Elections Fairer
Senate Republican Leader Tom Kean

said a constitutional amendment (SCR-
43) being fast-tracked by Democrats is
designed to make legislative elections
less competitive while cementing perma-
nent Democratic majorities in the New
Jersey Legislature.

“The constitutional amendment pro-
posed by New Jersey Democrats is not
about making our elections fairer or leg-
islative districts more competitive,” said
Mr. Kean. “This sham of an amendment
is about power. It’s about Democrats who
have controlled the Legislature for nearly
two decades trying to cement their power
by permanently rigging the election pro-
cess in their favor.”

Democrats first attempted to pass the
amendment, then SCR-188/ACR-4, in
late 2015 and early 2016.

Non-partisan election experts were
unified in their opposition to the amend-
ment due to the inclusion of a flawed
application of a “fairness test” that linked
unrelated prior federal and gubernatorial
election results to how legislative dis-
tricts would be drawn.

While Democrats say their goal is to

increase the number of competitive legis-
lative elections, Patrick Murray, director
of the Monmouth University Polling In-
stitute, explained in an editorial detailing
his concerns how the process proposed in
the amendment “would falsely skew the
overall vote share toward the Democrats,”
and “entrenches a permanent Democratic
majority by using a tortured definition of
the word ‘competitive.’”

Mr. Murray further expressed concern
that the interpretive statement that would
be presented on the ballot to voters given
the choice of approving the constitu-
tional amendment is deliberately mis-
leading, going so far as to call it “a bald-
faced attempt to pull the wool over vot-
ers’ eyes.”

“Anyone reading the ballot question
and interpretive statement about creating
competitive districts would come away
with a far different interpretation of what
that means than what the proposed Con-
stitutional language will actually pro-
duce,” he said.

Mr. Kean warned that the late schedul-
ing of a hearing on the amendment for
just after the Thanksgiving weekend rep-

resents a clear attempt by the Democratic
majority to prevent critics and experts
from having the opportunity to highlight
the perils of the measure as successfully
as they have in the past.

“This proposed constitutional amend-
ment is an indefensible attempt by New
Jersey Democrats to prevent millions of
voters from having an opportunity to
make a choice in truly competitive legis-
lative elections,” added Mr. Kean. “Their
effort to permanently rig the election pro-
cess in their favor was shredded by inde-
pendent experts the last time it was con-
sidered, and they’re doing everything
possible to prevent the same level of
scrutiny from sinking their shameful plan
yet again.”

“This episode is the perfect example
of what happens when an entrenched
majority begins to feel entitled and be-
lieves that voters should not have the
opportunity to hold them accountable,”
Mr. Kean concluded. “Democrats are
demonstrating exactly why this consti-
tutional amendment is a threat to both
democracy and good government in
New Jersey.”

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Sakeen – A wild goat of the

Himalayas
2. Tentation – Experimental adjust-

ment
3. Temulentive – Somewhat intoxi-

cated
4. Miff – To take offense or quarrel

SURPHUL
1. Bristled; standing erect
2. Out of use
3. Harsh in taste, acrid
4. To bathe with medicated water

PECCADILLO
1. An expert on social behavior among

ethnic groups
2. A petty fault or minor offense
3. A vagabond
4. A burrowing animal of South

America related to the armadillo but
smaller

IDONEOUS
1. Self-absorbed
2. Producing a slight glow
3. Suitable; proper
4. Peaceful; friendly

TORMINA
1. Deep feeling of remorse, guilt
2. Turmoil
3. Severe gripping pains in the bowels
4. Extreme doubt, disbelief

Letters to
the Editor
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Darn Surprise Snowstorm
Shouldn’t Have Paralyzed Us

What happened last week? The
November 15 storm, which unexpect-
edly dumped about a half-foot of snow
on our area and led to one of the more
nightmarish commutes in recent
memory, seemed to have caught state,
county and local officials—and ev-
eryone else—by surprise.

The storm’s element of surprise
was plainly evident for anyone unfor-
tunate enough to be sitting in bumper-
to-bumper traffic in their car or on a
bus during the late afternoon and
evening last Thursday. Highways
looked unplowed well into the evening
as did many county and local streets.
The gridlock at intersections caused
motorists to sit and wait for 10, 15
and 20 minutes just to make their
turn. Bridges that cross the Raritan
Valley train line in Westfield, Scotch
Plains and Fanwood were not treated
early enough, resulting in numerous
cars being unable to make it to the top
of the ice-coated overpasses. Com-
muters were stuck at Penn Station in
New York and in Newark as well as
the Port Authority bus terminal across
the Hudson River.

Yes, it was a perfect storm of events:
the snowfall picked up right about the
same time as schools were letting out
and workers were being dismissed
early. As a result, Routes 78 and 22
and the Parkway were at a standstill
for hours, with one local resident re-
porting that it took him more than
seven hours to drive from the Holland
Tunnel to Scotch Plains. Forecasters
earlier in the day last Thursday had
said snowfall totals around here would
amount to no more than a few inches,
but then in the early afternoon, they
upped their accumulation totals.

“Clearly, we could have done bet-
ter,” Gov. Philip Murphy said the
following day. He’s right  — every-
one could have done better.

Perhaps an earlier declaration of a
state of emergency by Trenton would
have helped as business let employ-
ees go home early before the brunt of
the storm was felt. Many schools kept
to their full-day schedule and, in some
cases, after-school activities instead
of sending students home and avoid-
ing some of the horror stories we
heard about bus rides that took hours
or kids waiting for hours to be picked
up by their parents, who were them-
selves stuck in massive traffic jams.
It’s also likely that many towns didn’t
think their snow-removal equipment
would need to be up and running at
this point in time, five weeks before
the official start of winter. Yes, it can
snow in November just as it can do
likewise in April, but significant snow-
falls in those two months are pretty
rare.

Was the perceived less-than-robust
response to the November 15 storm
due to many state and local govern-
ment officials attending the annual
League of Municipalities convention
last week in Atlantic City, where snow-
fall totals were less than an inch? We
hope not but we look forward to hear-
ing from area mayors and other mu-

nicipal officials in the next week or
two about what they think went wrong
and what went right in their response
to the surprise snowstorm that para-
lyzed us.

On the positive side, a great deal of
gratitude is owed to emergency re-
sponders like the police, firefighters
and rescue squad volunteers who
braved the terrible conditions to as-
sist those in serious distress, the good
samaritans who lent a hand to stuck
motorists and the doctors and nurses
who are on the job, no matter what the
weather.

Hopefully, the next major winter
storm is weeks away, giving local,
county and state officials time to re-
view what happened last week and
take the necessary steps to ensure that
it’s not repeated.

Single Size: 10 Weeks $275 • Double Size: 10 Weeks $425 • Call Jeff at 908-232-4407 • email Ad PDF to sales@goleader.com

Goods & Services You Need

  

30 Years
Experience

Handyman

(908) 462.4755
Mr. Reliable

BLACK TOP

PAVING
DRIVEWAYS

PARKING LOTS

CONCRETE

BRICK PAVERS

908-889-4422
FREE ESTIMATES

JK’s Painting &

Wall Covering

Interior Painting

Wallpaper Installation

Crown Molding

Plaster & Sheet Rock Repair

Call Joe Klingebiel

908-322-1956
FULLY INSURED                  FREE ESTIMATES

OLIVER A

PAVING

908-753-7281

Driveways • Parking Lots

Seal Coating • Railroad Ties

Belgian Block Curbing

Drainage Problems

Cement Sidewalks

“Serving the area for over 60 years”

Family Owned & Operated
Fully Insured • FREE Estimates

Lawn Sprinklers

www.Hydro-TekLtd.com
(908) 276-1062

Francis M. Smith, ESQ.

908-233-5800 • www.FrankSmithLaw.com

The Law Office of

928 Mountain Avenue, Mountainside NJ 07092

Over 30 Years of
Personal Injury Experience

In New Jersey

Motor Vehicle Accidents

Slips & Falls

Dog Bite Injuries

Construction Accidents

Wrongful Death

INJURED?
LEARN YOUR RIGHTS IN PLAIN ENGLISH

No Fee If No Recovery

Call Me For A Free Consultation

Do you really want to deal with

the insurance companies yourself?

I can help.

Letters to the Editor
Convince the Public That Social
Security Is A Pyramid Scheme

If you don't read the
newspaper, you're
uninformed. If you
read the newspaper,

you're mis-informed. -
Mark Twain

Congratulations to the activists who
persisted in bringing the reality of the
GOP and Rep. Leonard Lance to the
attention of the public; and most es-
pecially Lance’s defeat.

Re. Council Candidates and De-
bates, as well as School Board posi-
tions: Those running should keep in
mind that many of us are early voters
and that a week or two before Elec-
tion Day may be late.

In general reply to various letters
on mixed issues, I would just suggest
that we will be better off getting rid of
the insanity of the U.S./CIA drug war
and convert those resources to en-
forcing laws governing our roadways
re: DWI’s, phone texting or phone
calls. It also seems clear that our
societies are in threat from the drug
war and the violence and crime it
produces, which has since the 1970’s
been very seriously impacting our
societies and our communities.

Addictions need to be treated as
health issues, not as crimes. We also
have a shiny new prison system now,
showing substantial private profit and
with more than 2.2 million prisoners
locked up, which is yet one more
costly threat to the freedom of citi-
zens and our nation. Some prisoners
are serving 25 years for personal,
recreational use of pot while our cor-
porate and government corruption
continues on without accountability.
“Politics effects our lives every mo-
ment of our lives.”

Re. Kavanaugh and the Supreme
Court, I doubt that there is any Ameri-
can at this point who doesn’t under-
stand the Court is political. “The
American Bar Association had con-
cerns about Kavanaugh 12 years ago.
Republicans dismissed those, too.”
“The group’s judicial investigator had
recently interviewed dozens of law-
yers, judges and others who had
worked with Kavanaugh, the ABA
announced at the time, and some of
them raised red flags about “his pro-
fessional experience and the question
of his freedom from bias and open-
mindedness.” In regard to the sworn
testimony of Christine Blasey Ford,
the ABA called for a careful investi-
gation by the FBI. And the ACLU
stands in opposition to Kavanaugh.

And, there seems no possible way
that the October 25 letter by Mervyn
Turner of Scotch Plains won’t wake
up other Westfield Leader readers –
and it deserves applause and a thank

you.
“Politics effects our lives every mo-

ment of our lives” and every citizen
needs to understand that. In the last
50 years, FDR’s New Deal has been
almost completely overturned by the
right wing; only Social Security has
so far been saved, though it has been
pretty much compromised by “bor-
rowing” from the Trust Fund’s “sur-
plus,” which shouldn’t even exist be-
cause the original Social Security pro-
gram was intended as a “pay-as-you-
go-system,” which would only raise
enough funds from workers to sup-
port current retirees. This
reengineering of the Social Security
program created surpluses of hun-
dreds of millions of dollars every
year and unnecessary burdens on
workers in higher FICA rates. The
surpluses have served as a “slush
fund” to pay for wars and tax cuts for
the rich. The “borrowing” is accounted
for in receipts for treasury notes equal
to the amounts borrowed. Social Se-
curity costs the U.S. government noth-
ing; in fact, the Social Security Trust
Fund pays the government 3 percent
to administer the program. It is not a
part of our federal budget and ap-
pears there only to disguise the true
costs of the CIA/MIC.

After a more than 30-year propa-
ganda campaign by the Wall Street
Journal and the GOP trying to con-
vince the public that Social Security
is a “pyramid scheme,” I feel that
needs to be repeated. Further, after
Obama took office, he stopped the
COLA payments on Social Security
for two full years and then appointed
the GOP’s Alan Simpson – a long-
time enemy of Social Security – to
head up a panel to decide on the
future of the COLA’s, which now
amount to a tiny percentage of what
they once were at a cost of $10,000’s
to Social Security retirees, and the
losses continue to compound every
year.

When Mr. Trump took office on
Jan. 20, 2017, the national debt was
$19.9 trillion, according to U.S. Trea-
sury data. Under Trump’s watch, na-
tional debt tops $21 trillion for first
time ever.

Barbara Briemer
Westfield

SUPPORT FOR VETS...Members of the Crane’s Ford chapter of the Daughters
of the American Revolution visited veterans at Lyons Medical Center during
Veterans Day weekend. Pictured, from left to right, are: Bonnie Cierkowski,
Rachel Birtwistle, Patty Campanelli, Miranda Birtwistle, Jessica Birtwistle, Alice
Birtwistle, Mary Leonard, Karen Faulks and Diane Recinos.

Crane’s Ford DAR Visits
Hospitalized Veterans

CRANFORD — The Volunteer
Service to Veterans Committee of
the Crane’s Ford chapter of the
Daughters of the American Revo-
lution (DAR) visited hospitalized
veterans at the Veterans Adminis-
tration Lyons Medical Center in
Bernards Township on November
10. With donations of gift cards
from Costco, ShopRite, Stop &
Shop and Wegmans, the DAR was
able to purchase snacks and drinks
for the veterans.

DAR Veterans Committee Chair-
woman Alice Birtwistle of Bayonne
and Chapter Regent Mary Leonard
of Roselle Park planned and orga-
nized the afternoon. The following
daughters of a member joined in
helping the DAR — Rachel
Birtwistle, Jessica Birtwistle and
Miranda Birtwistle. The Crane’s Ford
DAR has been volunteering with
annual parties for the VA Lyons fa-
cility veterans for more than 40 years.

The Daughters of the American
Revolution is a national service
organization of women who can
prove ancestry back to participants
of the American Revolution, both

in combat and those who provided
goods and services to the Ameri-
can cause. Prospective members
may visit the website dar.org to
learn more.

GRAND OPENING...Minuteman Press Westfield, full-service printer and mar-
keting design company, celebrated their grand opening. Owned by Jim and
Barbara Mooney and their son Seamus, the shop welcomed more than 70
attendees including State Senator Thomas Kean, Jr. “Westfield’s a great town.
The community has really embraced us. We are looking forward to serving the
community,” Jim Mooney said.

Bulletins
Mean
Business

908-232-4407
goleader.com/form/bulletin
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– Obituaries –
Edward F. McGinley III, Inducted

Into Westfield Hall of Fame

Edward F. McGinley III

Edward F. McGinley III, a re-
tired Vice President of the Goldman
Sachs Group and member of the
National Football Foundation
Board of Directors, passed away at
his home on November 11, 2018,
fittingly on Veterans Day, as he
served during World War II in the
U.S. Navy. The eldest
of three brothers, Mr.
McGinley was born in
his home in Westfield,
N.J., on October 13,
1927. Edward attended
Westfield High School
and became an All-
County tackle on the
undefeated 1945
Westfield High School
team. In 2012, the
Westfield Historical
Society honored Ed-
ward and his two broth-
ers, Gerry and Rick,
with an induction into the Westfield
Hall of Fame. Mr. McGinley
skipped his high school final ex-
ams to enlist in the U.S. Navy as a
seaman during World War II.

After his service ended, he went
on to play football for the Univer-
sity of Pennsylvania under George
Munger, making him both a Munger
Man and one of “four letter win-
ners in football named McGinley
(from the same family)” at Penn.
Mr. McGinley graduated with a
degree from the Wharton School
of Business, where he was a mem-
ber of the Phi Gamma Delta frater-
nity and the Mask & Whig Club,
and served as a Scribe for the Fri-
ars Society. He and his brother
Gerry went on to establish the Ed-
ward F. McGinley, Jr. Scholarship
Fund at the University of Pennsyl-
vania, which funded the scholar-
ship of football players enrolled in
the Wharton School.

Mr. McGinley had a prolific and
compelling career in business,
starting out in the banking pro-
gram at Marsh & McLennan. He
then went on to spend time at both
Merrill Lynch and Bache & Co.,
before setting out to start primary
government bond broker/dealer
Carroll, McEntee & McGinley.
After CM&M was sold to Marine
Midland Bank, Mr. McGinley re-
turned to the business at Speer
Leeds & Kellogg, where he helped
re-build the fixed income business,
which was then sold to Goldman

Sachs. Mr. McGinley retired from
Goldman at the age of 82.

Mr. McGinley was a lifetime
lover of jazz music and a savant of
artists, lyrics, and melody. His
voice in song often filled the rooms
of the Villanova home he shared
with the love of his life and wife of

28 years, Kate, and
their dog, Bella. The
stories of concerts at-
tended, friendships
with great musicians,
and recollections of
musical memories in
time brought tremen-
dous joy to his family.
His love of music was
so great that Edward
and his brother Gerry
also established the
Helen Hayes
McGinley Scholarship
Fund at the University

of Pennsylvania, which funded the
scholarship of female students who
wished to study music.  Mr.
McGinley also spent his life shar-
ing a love and reverence of trees
with his friends, family and com-
munity. The Carriage House at
Camp Woods was his arboretum
and sanctuary through his adult life,
where he planted dozens of copper
beeches, horse chestnuts, red leaf
plums and apple trees. After many
commutes from Philadelphia to
New York City, he donated a (now
very happy) copper beech to the
Bryn Mawr Train Station to
brighten the day of all travelers
passing through.

His many valued associations
over the years included the Na-
tional Football Foundation, the
National College Football Hall of
Fame, the Cancer Research Foun-
dation of America, the University
of Pennsylvania, the Racquet Club
of Philadelphia, the Bond Club of
Philadelphia, and the Merion
Cricket Club. Also fondly remem-
bered are his countless friends and
mentors in Alcoholics Anonymous
that served to inspire and strengthen
his life for over 32 years.

Mr. McGinley is survived by his
beloved wife, Kate, and his four chil-
dren, Nancy McGinley Gardner, Ed-
ward F. McGinley IV (Geraldine),
Douglas M. McGinley and Kathleen
McGinley Whiteman (Robert), as
well as 13 adoring grandchildren
and one great-grandchild. He is also
survived by his youngest brother,
Richard. A truly extraordinary man,
Edward would love to be remem-
bered in song: “I Like the Sunrise”
by Frank Sinatra and Duke Ellington.

November 22, 2018

Joan DeAngelis Kirner, 91,
SP-F Educator, Community Volunteer

Joan was a lifelong resident of Fan-
wood, N.J. She attended Kean Uni-
versity and spent 33 years as an edu-
cator at Shackamaxon
and Coles schools in
Scotch Plains. Past stu-
dents from many walks
of life still attribute their
successes to Joan engag-
ing their curiosity and
enthusiasm for learning
at an early age.

Joan was a very gener-
ous person who was al-
ways willing to give her
time to the community
she loved and embraced.
Her strong belief in learn-
ing for life brought her
great rewards as a mem-
ber of the scholarship committees of
the Westfield and Fanwood Women’s
Clubs, a CCD teacher at Immaculate
Heart of Mary Church, and as the
senior representative of the Fanwood
Recreation Program. Her “free time”
was spent actively engaged at the
Fanwood-Scotch Plains YMCA,
where she enjoyed many enduring
friendships over 25 years. She also
was a tireless contributor to the
Fanwood Seniors and the Fanwood-
Scotch Plains Service League.

Most important to Joan was her
family. She was preceded in death by
her loving husband, William Kirner.

Together more than fifty-
six years, they traveled
the world and happily
raised their family in Fan-
wood. Joan is survived by
her two children and their
families, her son, William
Kirner (Nancy), her
grandsons Brent Kirner
(Christy) and Judd Kirner
(Jill), and two great-
grandchildren; and her
daughter, Kathleen Ball
(Tom), and her grandsons
Brian Adem, Jordan
Adem and TJ Ball. In ad-
dition, Joan was the el-

dest sister to three brothers, Joe
DeAngelis (Dot), Tom DeAngelis
(Sue) and Robert DeAngelis (de-
ceased) (Dianne). Joan also was the
caring sister-in-law of Lee Kirner.

Visitation was held at Memorial
Funeral Home, 155 South Avenue,
Fanwood, N.J. In honor of her strong
belief in literacy and learning, the fam-
ily suggests memorial contributions
be made to the Fanwood Memorial
Library — www.FanwoodLibrary.org.

November 22, 2018

Susan Kaplan-Feingold, 77,
Gold Medal Judo Player

Susan Kaplan-Feingold, 77, Gold
Medal Maccabiah Olympic Games
Judo Champion, Westfield Rescue
Squad member, and so very much
more, died on Thursday,
November 15, 2018.

The 6-foot-tall
mother-of-four athlete
won the gold medal in
women’s Judo at the
Maccabiah Games in
1977 at the age of 37,
representing the United
States. She was the high-
est ranked women’s
judo player in the world
that year. Kaplan con-
tinued in the sport for
50 years and received
her fourth degree black
belt in 2007.

As an advocate for women’s sports
and an early feminist, she played a
role in the start of sports clubs for
girls in the 1970s in her hometown of
Westfield, N.J.

Kaplan graduated from Kean Col-
lege, now Kean University, with a
degree in Health and Physical Edu-
cation. An accomplished equestrian,
she served as the coach of the Jersey
City State College team.

Always a dear friend and confi-
dant to many around the country and

the world, Kaplan more recently
earned her Master’s degree in The-
ology from Drew University and
helped many through their grieving

process as a hospice
counselor. She worked
tirelessly during the af-
termath of the 9/11
World Trade Center
tragedy counseling first
responders. Kaplan was
working toward her
Ph.D. when she passed
away.

She played clarinet in
the Westfield Commu-
nity Band and served on
the Rescue Squad for
many years. She was a
great cook who made
magic from the simplest

fresh ingredients, and enjoyed an
occasional pack of Chuckles can-
dies. She’d be there for you in a flash
at 2 a.m. And she was gorgeous.

She is survived by her four chil-
dren, The Hon. William D. Feingold
(Jacqueline), James Feingold
(Nicole), Elizabeth Nirmul (Gowen)
and Katherine Feingold, MD (Toni);
her 10 grandchildren, as well as her
brother, the Hon. Herbert Kaplan.

A private funeral will be held.
November 22, 2018

Susan Kaplan-Feingold
Joan DeAngelis Kirner

Eolin Cappiccille,
Beloved Daughter and Mother

Eolin Tweedie Cappiccille died un-
expectedly in Scotch Plains on Friday,
November 16. She was the mother of
Dana Eolin Cappiccille
and Drew Raymond
Cappiccille, both of whom
were raised in Scotch
Plains and graduated from
Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School. She was for-
merly married to Raymond
A. Cappiccille, Jr.

She was the beloved
daughter of Eolin (Lyn)
Kuper Tweedie and the late
Thomas C. Tweedie, Jr.,
of Westfield, N.J. She is
survived by four siblings,
Thomas C. Tweedie III
(Diana), Martha Tweedie
Roakes (Lawrence), Charlotte Tweedie
Byers (Dennis Dunne) and Mary
Tweedie Go (Lionel). She also leaves
five favorite nieces and nephews.

Eolin was born in Philadelphia,
Pa., in 1962. The young family lived
in Washington, D.C., from 1965 to
1972, when they moved to Westfield,
N.J. Eolin was a graduate of Westfield
High School and of Hood College in

Frederick, Md.
In high school, Eolin played field

hockey, was a trumpet-playing mem-
ber of the Marching Band,
an accomplished member
of the Jazz Ensemble, a
piano student, and a con-
firmed member of St.
Helen’s Catholic Church.

Eolin loved plants and
animals her whole life.
Through many troubles,
trials, and tears, she felt at
home in Scotch Plains. She
felt supported by friends
from diverse backgrounds,
including members of the
local Alcoholics Anony-
mous chapters. She was a
loving person who gave

much and took little.
A family gathering will take place

on Friday, November 23, at 10 a.m., at
St. Bartholomew the Apostle Roman
Catholic Church, 2032 Westfield Av-
enue, Scotch Plains. The Funeral Mass
will follow at 11 a.m. Funeral arrange-
ments are being made through the
Rossi Funeral Home of Scotch Plains.

November 22, 2018

SP-F Hist. Soc. to Present
Anti-Suffrage Satire

SCOTCH PLAINS — The His-
torical Society of Scotch Plains and
Fanwood will present “Someone Must
Wash the Dishes: An Anti-Suffrage
Satire” at its meeting on Tuesday,
November 27, beginning at 7:30 p.m.
It will take place at the Shady Rest
Scotch Hills Country Club, located at
820 Jerusalem Road (and the corner
of Plainfield Avenue) in Scotch Plains.

For decades, countless American
women fought for the right to vote. But
many others — like the costumed fic-
tional anti-suffragist portrayed in this
program — fought against it. Written
by pro-suffragist Marie Jenney Howe
in 1912, this witty, insightful satire
sheds light on some of the apparently
absurd arguments offered by those
opposed to the suffragist movement.

Anti-arguments like, “If given the
ballot, would she destroy civiliza-
tion by voting with — or by voting
against! — her own husband?” will
be explored, while insight about the
sociological, historical and political
context informs the arguments
against suffrage.

Actress Michele LaRue will portray
fictional anti-suffragist Mrs. Harry
Horatio Hemmenway. Warren Kliewer
will direct the program. Ms. LaRue
has specialized in performances from
America’s Gilded Age for 25 years
and tours nationally with her one-
woman repertoire of Tales Well Told.
Among 400 past sponsors are
Washington’s Smithsonian Institution,
Chicago’s Newberry Library and the
Missouri History Museum. Ms. LaRue
is a member of Actors’ Equity Asso-
ciation and SAG-AFTRA; as an edi-
tor, she has collaborated on numerous
notable theatre books and periodicals.

For this program, the Historical
Society will transform the Scotch Hills
Country Club into a 1912 Victorian
parlor where Mrs. Hemmenway and
other well-off ladies will gather for
tea to crusade to “Preserve the Home
and Save the Nation from Anarchy.”
Tea and other popular American
snacks of the time will be served.

This performance is funded by the
New Jersey Council for the Humani-
ties. It is free and open to all. Attend-
ees are invited to dress in the style of
1912 to more thoroughly enjoy the
performance. For further information,
call Connie Klock at (908) 232-9489.

Photo: Ken Smith/Quiet Heart Images
NO VOTE...Actress Michele LaRue
will portray an anti-suffragist in a pro-
gram for the Historical Society of Scotch
Plains and Fanwood on Tuesday, No-
vember 27, at 7:30 p.m., at the Shady
Rest Scotch Hills Country Club in
Scotch Plains.

Senior Living
Open House

Senior Living
Open House

Tours every hour of our fabulous 
Independent Living, Assisted Living 

and Memory Care options.
Refreshments served.

Saturday, Dec. 1st

11:00 AM - 2:00 PM

295 SOUTH AVENUE  |  FANWOOD, NJ 07023
908-654-5200  |  CHELSEASENIORLIVING.COM

Library Events to Feature
Craft, History and Food

Lorraine Harwelik

WESTFIELD – The three final pro-
grams for the month of November at
the Westfield Memorial Library are an
adult Christmas craft, a historical pro-
gram on Morristown
during the Revolution-
ary War and the secret
of “winter wonder
foods.” The library is
located at 550 East
Broad Street.

Librarian Marge
Barkan will lead a
class on Tuesday, No-
vember 27, from 2 to
3:30 p.m., on making
a decorative Christ-
mas Fabric Wreath.
There is no sewing re-
quired and all materi-
als will be supplied. The wreath can
be used as a door or wall decoration
for the holiday season. Both Westfield
resident cardholders and MURAL pa-
trons may now register for this class.

On Wednesday, November 28, at 7
p.m., author Gordon Thomas Ward
will present “Gateways to History.”
He will discuss different perspectives
on the era of the American Revolu-
tion as it relates to the Morristown
area. Mr. Ward will review the Ford
family of Morris County, along with
their mansion in Morristown, and how
they participated in some of the most
trying times of the first century of the
American pageant.

Additionally, Mr. Ward will dis-
cuss the 1779-80 encampment of

the New Jersey Brigade in Jockey
Hollow and their campsite, discov-
ered in the 1960s. He will show
historic photos and recount ghost

stories as well.
Lorraine Harwelik,

dual-certified clinical
herbalist, will present
“Winter Wonder
Foods” on Thursday,
November 29, at 7 p.m.

“Shorter days, less
out-of-doors, and
minimal sunshine
mean less energy and
a sluggish immune
system,” she said.
“You can boost your
immune system, in-
crease your energy,

and diminish the blues with Winter
Wonder Foods. Turn your kitchen
into a health-promoting adventure!”

This educational lecture will focus
on specific, prepared foods with herbs
and spices that can help fortify and
strengthen people against the usual
winter maladies.

To register for the programs, visit
the library’s website at wmlnj.org and
click on the Online Calendar, or call
(908) 789-4090, option 0.

For more information on library
programs and services, call (908) 789-
4090, visit wmlnj.org and sign up for
the monthly e-newsletter, “Library
Loop,” or stop by the library for a
copy of its award-winning, quarterly
newsletter, “Take Note.”

Blood Drive to Be
Friday In Cranford

CRANFORD — The American
Red Cross has announced that a
blood drive will be held on Friday,
November 23, from 9 a.m. to 2
p.m., at the Cranford United Meth-
odist Church, to help maintain a
sufficient supply through the holiday
season. The church is located at 201
Lincoln Avenue East, Cranford.

To make an appointment or for
more information, download the
American Red Cross Blood Donor
App, visit RedCrossBlood.org or
call 1-(800)-RED CROSS (1-800-
733-2767).

Giving Tuesday Provides
Opportunity to Support Y

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Area YMCA is inviting the commu-
nity to support the Y on Giving Tues-
day, November 27. Contributions will
support special-needs programs at the
Y such as the Dragonfly Program,
which provides physical, recreational

and social programs for young adults
and teens with special needs at mini-
mal cost; inclusion summer camp for
children entering kindergarten to
grade 6, and Rainbow Fish, a special-
ized aquatics program for young
swimmers with special needs.

Giving Tuesday has become a glo-
bal giving movement that was
founded in 2012 by the 92nd Street
Y. The day has inspired millions of
people to give back and support the
causes they believe in and the com-
munities in which they live.

To give to the Westfield Area
YMCA, visit westfieldynj.org/Give
and click on donate in the Giving
Tuesday box.

The Westfield Area YMCA is dedi-
cated to youth development, healthy
living and social responsibility. Finan-
cial assistance is available. For more
information, visit westfieldynj.org or
call (908) 301-YMCA.

Garwood Ornaments
Available For Sale

GARWOOD — The second series
of the Garwood History Ornaments
trilogy is now on sale. This is the
end-of-year fundraiser for the
Garwood Historical Committee, a
self-funded community organization.

This year’s 2018 set of three or-
naments depicts the Garwood
Schools “gone but not forgotten”:
Jefferson School and Franklin
School, which occupied the corners
of Second and Walnut and Third
and Walnut, and Saint Anne’s Paro-
chial School, which is now the site
of The Villages of Garwood, on
Cedar Street and Second Avenue.

The price for a boxed set of three
ornaments is $15. They can be pur-
chased from members of the com-
mittee and also will be publicly
sold at the Garwood Holiday Tree
Lighting event this Saturday, No-
vember 24, at 5 p.m., in the Bor-
ough Hall parking lot. The supply
is limited. Committee members will
be on hand at the Tree Lighting and
can take orders in time for Christ-
mas delivery. The Garwood His-
torical Committee can be e-mailed
at garwoodhistory@garwood.org.

Eolin Cappiccille
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Temple Sholom to Host
Chanukah Lego Night

SCOTCH PLAINS — Temple
Sholom will host its annual
Chanukah Lego Night on Thursday,
December 6, from 6 to 7:30 p.m.
Back by popular demand, this event
is free and open to the public.

Participants are welcome to build
as many Lego creations as they wish,
while reveling in dreidel games, en-
joying Chanukah music and indulg-
ing in donuts, latkes (potato pancakes)
and plenty of chocolate gelt. There
also will be raffles for a Lego-style
menorah and a Lego-style dreidel.

In Hebrew, the word “Chanukah”
means “dedication.” This holiday
commemorates the re-dedication of
the holy temple in Jerusalem fol-
lowing the Jewish victory over the
Syrian-Greeks who tried to destroy
the Jewish population in 165 B.C.E.
Also known as the Festival of Lights,
the eight-day festival celebrates the
triumph of light over darkness.

“While not one of the most impor-
tant Jewish holidays, Chanukah is the
most anticipated – and a time when
friends, family and community come
together to celebrate,” said Rabbi Joel
Abraham of Temple Sholom. “As
Jews, we believe that it is our duty to
build a better world. What better way
than to start with Lego?”

Temple Sholom is located at 1925
Lake Avenue, Scotch Plains. Space for

Chanukah Lego Night is limited. In-
terested persons are asked to RSVP by
Sunday, December 2, at sholomnj.org,
by e-mail to sholom@sholomnj.org or
by calling (908) 889-4900.

Founded in 1913, Temple Sholom
is a Reform Jewish congregation
led by Rabbi Abraham and Cantor
Darcie Sharlein. The temple and its
religious school are home to about
250 families from the greater Scotch
Plains-Fanwood area.

Temple Sholom is a member of
the Union for Reform Judaism. It
has recently become the first syna-
gogue in Union County to offer a
voluntary membership contribution
model. For more information about
the temple or joining the congrega-
tion, call (908) 889-4900, e-mail
sholom@sholomnj.org or visit
sholomnj.org.

Miller-Cory Invites Families
To ‘Gingerbread Sunday’

WESTFIELD — Spicy sweet gin-
gerbread is a special part of the holi-
day season. Its many forms – houses
and figures, cookies and cake – hold
a special appeal for children and
adults alike.

“Gingerbread Sunday,” a program
dedicated to this festive treat, will
take place on December 2, from 1:30
to 4 p.m., at the Miller-Cory House
Museum. The museum is located at
614 Mountain Avenue, Westfield.

Children will make a decorative,
non-edible gingerbread house and
one additional craft to take home
and will hear “gingery” stories. Light
refreshments will be served.

In the Frazee Building, members
of the Cooking Committee will pre-

pare early American recipes using
ginger over the open hearth.

Admission is $5 per child; accom-
panying adults may attend for free.
Advance reservations must be made.
Requests will be accepted via phone at
(908) 232-1776 or e-mail at
millercorymuseum@gmail.com
through Thursday, November 29, and
by phone only until noon on Saturday,
December 1. Requests made by e-mail
should include a phone number.

Garwood Announces
Menorah Lighting

GARWOOD — The Borough of
Garwood will hold its first Commu-
nity Menorah Lighting event on Sun-
day, December 2, at 4:30 p.m., at
Borough Hall. This will be a free
community event and cocoa and do-
nuts will be provided. All are wel-
come to attend. Borough Hall is lo-
cated at 403 South Avenue, Garwood.

A TASTE OF GINGER...Volunteers are pictured preparing gingery treats
from the open hearth at the Miller-Cory House Museum in Westfield. The
museum will again welcome visitors for “Gingerbread Sunday” on December
2 from 1:30 to 4 p.m.

Washington’s Crossing to Be
Wednesday Luncheon Topic
WESTFIELD — As part of the

Westfield Historical Society’s First
Wednesday Luncheon series,
Jonathan Mercantini, Ph.D., acting
dean of the College of Liberal Arts
and associate professor of the De-
partment of History at Kean Univer-
sity, will discuss “Washington’s Cross-
ing for the 21st Century” on Decem-
ber 5. The event will begin with check-
in at 11:45 a.m. at the Echo Lake
Country Club, located at 515 Spring-
field Avenue, Westfield.

New Jersey was the “Crossroads of
the American Revolution,” the site of
more fighting than any other state,
including the war’s most important
victory: Washington crossing the
Delaware and the ensuing Battle of
Trenton. While justly celebrated, this
seminal event in the history of the
state and the nation has entered the
realm of mythology. As a result, much
of the received wisdom about that
battle and its meanings is wrong.

As acting dean of the College of

Liberal Arts and associate professor
in Kean University’s Department of
History, Professor Mercantini has
taught there since 2007. He teaches a
wide variety of courses, among them
Colonial and Revolutionary America,
The New Nation, Pirates in the Atlan-
tic World, New Jersey History, and
the Civil War and Reconstruction.

He received Emmy nominations
from the New York Region and the
Mid-Atlantic Region for his work on
“It Happened Here – New Jersey,” a
weekly series on New Jersey history
topics featured on New Jersey Public
TV and online. Professor Mercantini
has received external grants from the
National Endowment for the Humani-
ties and other agencies to support his
research on the history of New Jersey
and of South Carolina in the 18th and
19th centuries.

Those wishing to attend the lun-
cheon may make a reservation by
e-mail  to
westfieldhistoricalsociety@gmail.com
or by calling (908) 654-1794 be-
fore 11 a.m. on Friday, November
30. Attendees are asked to advise if
there are special dietary needs. The
luncheon fee of $35 for Westfield
Historical Society members or $40
for non-members includes a three-
course meal, coffee/tea and gratu-
ity. The luncheon fee should be
paid in advance (check payable to
Westfield Historical Society) by
mailing it to: Westfield Historical
Society, P.O. Box 613, Westfield,
N.J.  07091, or  online at
westfieldhistoricalsociety.org/reg-
istration/. Payments should be re-
ceived by Friday prior to the lun-
cheon. Westfield Historical Soci-
ety memberships also will be avail-
able at the luncheon.Jonathan Mercantini

MR. AND MRS. NICHOLAS POLAK
(She is the former Ms. Holly Underkoffler)

Ms. Holly Underkoffler
Marries Nicholas Polak

Ms. Holly Underkoffler, daughter
of Wanda and Terry Underkoffler of
Washington Boro, Pa., was married
on June 30 to Nicholas Polak, son of
Lisa Black and Hans Polak of
Westfield, N.J. The afternoon cer-
emony and the reception took place
at Wyndridge Farms in Dallastown,
Pa. Reverend Adam Gorman presided
over the ceremony.

The maid of honor was Alissa
Zikmund and the bridal attendants in-
cluded Torie Grice, Carly Szyszko,
Hanna Morgan, Meg Sutton, Stephanie
Condit, Kirsten Bechtold and Emily
Polak. Tom McMahon was the best
man and the groomsmen were Kevin
Clancy, Max St. Lifer, Dylan Simon,
Steve Fallon, Colin McKevitt, Conor
Loughlin and Brad Underkoffler.

A 2014 graduate of Penn State Uni-

versity, the bride earned a Bachelor of
Arts degree in Elementary Education.
Holly is also a 2018 graduate of George
Mason University with her master’s
degree in Mathematics. She is em-
ployed as a second grade teacher in
Springfield, Va. The groom is also a
2014 graduate of Penn State Univer-
sity with a Bachelor of Arts degree in
Elementary Education. He is employed
in Annandale, Va., as a fifth grade
teacher and head JV baseball coach at
Woodson High School in Fairfax, Va.

The rehearsal dinner was hosted
by the parents of the groom at “The
Pressroom” in Lancaster, Pa., where
the couple was surrounded by family
and friends.

Following a honeymoon to Hawaii,
the couple resides with their dog,
Blitz, in Fairfax, Va.

Tiny Tim Fund Seeks
Additional Carolers

FANWOOD/SCOTCH PLAINS
— The annual Tiny Tim Carol Night
Fundraiser  is  scheduled for
Wednesday, December 5, between
4 and 8 p.m. Residents of Fanwood
and Scotch Plains will sing sea-
sonal songs and collect donations
for the Tiny Tim Fund in their
neighborhoods.

The Tiny Tim Fund is a non-
profit organization that provides
financial assistance to children of
Scotch Plains and Fanwood in need
of medical or dental care, psycho-
logical testing, prescriptions or
medical supplies and equipment.
The organization is run by a volun-
teer board of trustees and has been

supporting families in need since
1983.

Carol Night is the organization’s
sole fundraiser. Additional groups
are still needed for this community
service. To register to participate
or for further information, contact
Mary Beth at (732) 616-7695 or by
e-mail at mbrehrer@gmail.com or
Mari at (908) 233-6513 or by e-
mail at mlwmcd@aol.com.

Light refreshments will be served
to carolers when they turn in their
donation canisters at the Stage
House in Scotch Plains on Decem-
ber 5. Contributions can be made
directly to: The Tiny Tim Fund,
P.O. Box 181, Fanwood, N.J. 07023.

FAMILY TRADITION...This year the Ward family of Westfield have their
children participating in the annual family tradition. Each year, just before the
holidays, the Ward family gives out hundreds of Thanksgiving turkeys to families
in Union and Essex Counties. Pictured are James Ward, Ethan Ward, Sophia
Ward, Nina Infantas, Amanda Jacquin and John Ward.

‘Bagels & Books’ Set
Monday at Library

SCOTCH PLAINS — Members of
the community are invited to join
staff members and other book lovers
at the Scotch Plains Public Library on
Monday, November 26, at 10 a.m.,
for “Bagels & Books,” an informal
chat about books they have recently
enjoyed. Staff will clue participants
in to new and upcoming releases.
Light refreshments will be served.

Registration is required for this
program. For more information, go to
scotlib.org, e-mail
library@scotlib.org, call (908) 322-
5007, extension no. 204, or stop by
the Reference Desk. The Scotch Plains
Public Library is located at 1927
Bartle Avenue, one block from Park
Avenue in the center of the township.

Trinity Church to Present
Breakfast With Santa

CRANFORD — Santa Claus will
visit the Trinity Episcopal Church,
located at 119 Forest Avenue, Cran-
ford, for a pancake breakfast on Sat-
urday, December 1, from 8:30 a.m. to
noon, in Sherlock Hall. Youngsters
are invited to join Santa for breakfast
and also will have an opportunity to
have their picture taken with him.

There will be fun for the whole
family, including a gift basket raffle,
50/50 tickets, the Cranford High
School Madrigal Singers, a wreaths
and greens sale, face painting and a
children’s book sale. A special jew-
elry sale also will be featured.

“It is a great event for the whole
family. Everybody has a good time,”
said Bonnie Gentesse, Breakfast with
Santa event coordinator.

Breakfast is $6 per person (chil-
dren under age 3 may attend for
free). Photos with Santa are $7 each.
Everyone is welcome. For additional
information, call (908) 276-4047 or
visit trinitycranford.org/.

Trinity Episcopal Church is a faith-
based family church that welcomes
all people and strives to “know Christ
and to make him known through
faith, fellowship, and service.” Sun-
day services, celebrated by the Rev-
erend Andy Kruger, Trinity’s Priest-
in-Charge, are at 8 a.m. and 10 a.m.

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-18003543

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-011261-17

Plaintiff: NATIONSTAR MORTGAGE LLC D/
B/A CHAMPION MORTGAGE COMPANY

VS.
Defendant: EUGENIA M. GILLIAM HER

HEIRS, DEVISEES AND PERSONAL REPRE-
SENTATIVES, AND HER, THEIR, OR ANY OF
THEIR SUCCESSORS IN RIGHT, TITLE AND
INTERTEST; GAIL DENISE WILLIAMS; RUFUS
DWAYNE GILLIAM; LISA DYLAN GILLIAM;
STATE OF NEW JERSEY; UNITED STATES
OF AMERICA

Sale Date: 12/05/2018
Writ of Execution: 09/11/2018
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Two Hundred
Twenty-Seven Thousand Seventy-Three and 65/
100*** $227,073.65.

Property to be sold is located in the TOWN-
SHIP of SCOTCH PLAINS, County of UNION,
State of New Jersey.

Premises commonly known as: 545 BEVERLY
AVENUE, SCOTCH PLAINS, NEW JERSEY
07076-1613.

BEING KNOWN as LOT 12 & 13, BLOCK 402
on the official Tax Map of the TOWNSHIP of
SCOTCH PLAINS.

Dimensions: 75.00 Feet X 118.00 Feet X 75
Feet X 118.00 Feet.

Nearest Cross Street: Weaver Street.
Advertise subject USA’s right of redemp-

tion:
Pursuant to 28, U.S.C. Section 2410(C), this

sale is subject to a 1 year right of redemption held
by the United States of America by virtue of it?s
lien:

i. EUGENIA M. GILLIAM TO THE SECRE-
TARY OF HOUSING AND URBAN DEVELOP-
MENT, dated December 21, 2009 and recorded
January 4, 2010 in Book 12842, Page 471. To
secure $480,000.00.

Total Upset:  ***Two Hundred Thirty-Two Thou-
sand Nine Hundred Fifty-Two and 26/100***
$232,952.26 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Subject to any unpaid taxes, municipal liens or
other charges, and any such taxes, charges,
liens, insurance premiums or other advances
made by plaintiff prior to this sale. All interested
parties are to conduct and rely upon their own
independent investigation to ascertain whether
or not any outstanding interest remain of record
and/or have priority over the lien being fore-
closed and, if so the current amount due thereon.

If the sale is set aside for any reason, the
Purchaser at the sale shall be entitled only a
return of the deposit paid. The Purchaser shall
have no further recourse against the Mortgagor,
the Mortgagee or the Mortgagee’s attorney.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Peter Corvelli
Sheriff

Attorney:
PHELAN HALLINAN, DIAMOND & JONES, PC
400 FELLOWSHIP ROAD
SUITE 100
MOUNT LAUREL, NEW JERSEY 08054
(856) 813-5500
4 T - 11/08, 11/15, 11/22
& 11/29/18 Fee: $238.68

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-18003696

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-033075-16

Plaintiff: LAKEVIEW LOAN SERVICING, LLC
VS.
Defendant: NICHOL A. SANCHEZ; DIS-

COVER BANK; SLOMINS INC
Sale Date: 12/12/2018
Writ of Execution: 07/26/2018
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Two Hundred
Twenty-Three Thousand One Hundred Sixty-
Five and 22/100*** $223,165.22.

MUNICIPALITY: Township of Scotch Plains.
COUNTY AND STATE: County of Union, State

of New Jersey.
STREET AND STREET NUMBER: 372 Farley

Avenue.
TAX LOT AND BLOCK NUMBERS: Lot: 14;

Block: 102.
DIMENSIONS: Approximately: 50 x 100.
NEAREST CROSS STREET: Front Street.
BEGINNING AT A POINT IN THE SOUTH-

WESTERLY SIDELINE OF FARLEY AVENUE,
SAID POINT BEING DISTANT NORTHWEST-
ERLY 101.75 FEET MEASURED ALONG SAID
SIDELINE FROM THE POINT WHERE THE
SAME IS INTERSECTED BY THE NORTH-
WESTERLY SIDELINE OF FRONT STREET AS
SAID STREETS ARE LAID OUT AND DELIN-
EATED ON A CERTAIN MAP ENTITLED “RE-
VISED MAP OF SHEPHARD PARK,” DATED
JULY, 1922, SAID MAP BEING FILED IN THE
UNION COUNTY REGISTER’S OFFICE ON
SEPTEMBER 25, 1923 AS MAP NO. 138-C.

Pursuant to a tax search of 08/08/2018; 2018:
QTR 3 due date 8/1/2018 $2,066.43 open; sub-
ject to posting; QTR 4 due date 11/1/2018
$2,066.43 open; 2019: QTR 1 due date 2/1/2019
$2,021.54; QTR 2 due date 5/1/2019 $2,021.53
open. Sewer Account: 7/1/2018 - 12/31/2018
$271.12 open.

For sale information, please visit Auction.com
at www.Auction.com or call (800) 280.2832.

Total Upset:  ***Two Hundred Twenty-Nine
Thousand Seven Hundred Eighty-Eight and 83/
100*** $229,788.83 together with lawful interest
and costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Peter Corvelli
Sheriff

Attorney:
FRENKEL LAMBERT WEISS WEISMAN &
GORDON, LLP
80 MAIN STREET
SUITE 460
WEST ORANGE NEW JERSEY 07052
(973) 325-8800
4 T - 11/15, 11/22, 11/29
& 12/06/18 Fee: $210.12

Legal Advertising
MORE IN BACK SECTION

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF AWARD OF CONTRACT

FOR THE TOWN OF WESTFIELD

CONTRACTOR: Cherry Hill Winner
Ford, 250 Haddonfield Berlin Road, Cherry
Hill, New Jersey 08034

NATURE OF SERVICES: Purchase of
three (3) 2019 Police Interceptor Utility, All
Wheel Drive Base Vehicles at $36,103.00
each.

AMOUNT: Total amount of $108,309.00
charged to the 2018 Police Operating 130-
251 under Purchase Order 18-04536.

THE RESOLUTION AND CONTRACT
FOR SAME ARE ON FILE IN THE OFFICE
OF THE TOWN CLERK.

Tara Rowley, RMC
Town Clerk

1 T - 11/22/18, The Leader Fee: $17.34

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD

COUNTY OF UNION NEW JERSEY

TAKE NOTICE, there will be a public
hearing on the Community Development
Block Grant Year 45 applications to be
submitted. This hearing will be held on
Monday, November 26, 2018 at 7:30 PM in
Room 108 of the Cranford Municipal Build-
ing, 8 Springfield Avenue, Cranford, New
Jersey.

Patricia Donahue, RMC
Municipal Clerk

1 T - 11/22/18, The Leader Fee: $12.75

Green Thumb Garden Club
Offers Holiday Décor

CRANFORD – The Green Thumb
Garden Club’s annual Christmas Bou-
tique removes the stress of holiday
decorating with “one-of-a-kind”
wreaths, miniature
boxwood trees,
porch pots and
unique arrange-
ments. Colorful,
tasteful ribbons run
the gamut of appeal
for all imagina-
tions. Many
wreaths and ar-
r a n g e m e n t s
sparkle and glitter
while others rely
only on the soft
blush of nature.
Fresh greenery,
boxwood, lush ber-
ries and fanciful or-
naments are crafted
together to create
holiday home
décor to spotlight
all those nooks and crannies.

The club will be accepting pre-
orders of the Boxwood Christmas
Trees and Porch Pots until Friday,
November 30. The sale will take place
from 10:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. on Sun-
day, December 2, at Hanson House,
located at 38 Springfield Avenue,
Cranford. There will be many sur-
prises with offerings of home-baked
goods and unique items designed to
invoke the spirit of the season. The
Garden Club will once again have its
Landmark Series of noteworthy

Cranford buildings and homes avail-
able, perfect as stocking stuffers.

The club also has announced that
this year’s sale and boutique has

reached a pinnacle
of 30-plus years as
a community tradi-
tion in conjunction
with the Cranford
Junior Women’s
Club Annual
Christmas House
Tour. The signature
wreaths that grace
the doors of the
homes on the Jun-
ior Women’s Club
Annual House Tour
are just one more
creation of the
Greeen Thumb
Garden Club, but
the lively com-
merce of the sea-
son begins at
Hanson House.

To pre-order Boxwood Trees or
Porch Pots by November 30, call
(908) 230-3302.

Teen Anime Club
To Meet Monday

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Teen
Anime Club of the Scotch Plains
Public Library is back for its second
meeting of the 2018-2019 school
year on Monday, November 26, at 7
p.m. Youth are invited to join teen
librarians and the ever-expanding
membership of the club for more
conversation and activities.

Participants will explore manga,
watch a new show, make crafts and
enjoy snacks. Registration is re-
quired. This club is for teens in grades
6 to 12 only.

To register, visit scotlib.org, e-
mail library@scotlib.org, call (908)
322-5007, extension no. 204, or stop
by the Reference Desk.

The Scotch Plains Public Library
is located at 1927 Bartle Avenue,
one block from Park Avenue in the
center of the township.

Nick Giuditta

Attorney to Discuss
Estate Planning

CRANFORD — Attorney Nick
Giuditta will discuss estate plans, in-
cluding wills and trusts, on Wednes-
day, December 5, at 7 p.m., at the
Cranford Community Center.

Mr. Giuditta is the founding attor-
ney of Giuditta Law in Westfield. He
also is a former member of the
Cranford Township Committee and
former deputy mayor of Cranford. He
specializes in estate and tax planning,
probate law, guardianship and related
elder law matters.

No registration is required. The
Cranford Community Center is lo-
cated at 220 Walnut Avenue and is
accessible to all.

BE  WISE

ADVERTISE
and

908-232-4407
sales@goleader.com

goleader.com/form/bulletin
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Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor agents and are not employees of the Company. ©2018 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker Logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.

209 Central Avenue, Westfield
Office: 908-233-5555

FRANK D. ISOLDI
Broker/Sales Associate

Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage

     FRANKDISOLDI
FRANKISOLDI@GMAIL.COM

CELL: 908-787-5990
THEISOLDICOLLECTION.COM

"HIRING THE TOP AGENT ISN'T EXPENSIVE - IT'S PRICELESS."

Learn about senior living  
at Lantern Hill.

New Providence

LanternHillCommunity.com

Request your FREE brochure from 
the premier retirement community  
in New Providence. Get the facts 
about our vibrant lifestyle, stylish 

apartment homes, expert health 
care, and so much more!

Reque
the pr
in New
about a

apar
c
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There’s no risk in learning more! Call 1-800-208-1976  

or visit LanternHillCommunity.com.
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MEADE, CAHERLY, SCHWARTZ LED TEAM IN SCORING

Blue Devil Boys Shared UCT;
Reached Sectional Semifinals

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Rapid improvement and peaking at
the right time transformed this year’s
Westfield High School boys soccer
team from a relatively inexperienced
squad into a contender. By season’s
end, the Blue Devils had accomplished
a share of the Union County Tourna-
ment (UCT) crown with Union, ad-

vanced to the North Jersey, Section 2,
Group 4 semifinals and finished with
an 8-6-4 record.

“I think when it came to the tourna-
ments, we felt we have put the players
in a great environment over the first
month and half to learn and succeed.
Players became more comfortable
with each other, ultimately playing
our best soccer at the most important

time in the tournaments,” Blue Devil
Head Coach Eric Shaw said.

With the graduation of 14 seniors
from a team that shared the UCT title
with Elizabeth and were outright win-
ners of the UCT crown after defeating
Scotch Plains-Fanwood in 2016, and
finished 17-1-3 (8-0 in Union County
Conference Watchung Division),

Annual Thanksgiving Day Football Games;
A Thing of the Past but Some Still in Action

From the archives of The Westfield
Leader and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times. All can be researched
at goleader.com

November 28, 1998: A make-or-
break tackle by Nygiem Calhoun in
the final seconds of the game allowed
Union to hold on for a 21-20 win over
the gallant Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School team in Union.

Raider quarterback Joe Franzone
hit receiver Blair Woodward for two
touchdown passes, one which was
with 27 seconds left in the game to
force the final Farmer stand.
Woodward’s other TD catch was a
67-yard gallop in the first quarter.
Running back Nathan Jones had a
nine-yard TD run. Jim Feeley, Dave
Herrmann, Dan Loomis and Scott
Paterson made key tackles.

November 25, 1999: The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School foot-
ball team plowed over the 17-ranked
Union Farmers, 27-13, in the Annual
Thanksgiving Classic in Scotch
Plains. Senior standout Nathan Jones
rushed for 169 yards and three TDs
and junior Gary Cousar returned an
interception 59 yards for a TD.

November 23, 2000: The Raider
football team stomped Union 34-14
in Union. Senior halfback Clifton
Freshwater reeled out TD runs of five

yards and 52 yards to give the 8-3
Raiders a 27-0 lead. The “Wild Dogs”
held the Farmers to just 14 yards total
rushing but did allow 146 yards pass-
ing – one a 65-yard touchdown pass
to Ron Booker.

Junior quarterback Brian Schiller
hit 8-for-12 passing for 129 yards,
including a 47-yard TD strike to tight
end Andrew Pavoni early in the sec-
ond quarter. Schiller also hooked six
yards around the right end for another
score. Kyle Adams returned a punt 41
yards for a TD.

November 22, 2001: “This is what
Thanksgiving Day football is all
about,” said Blue Devil Head Coach
Ed Tranchina just after senior quar-
terback Louis Mercer smashed into
the end zone on a fourth-and-goal
situation from the one with 45 sec-
onds remaining to give the Westfield
High School football team a 24-21
lead and the eventual win over 7-3
Plainfield in the annual Thanksgiving
Day game before a monster crowd at
Gary Kehler Stadium in Westfield.
The victory in the rivalry, which be-
gan in 1900, gave Westfield a 49-41-
7 edge over the Cardinals.

In order to prepare a fine turkey
dinner on Thanksgiving Day, it re-
quires a great cook and senior wide
receiver/safety Jay Cook was quite a

chef as he fired a 55-yard touchdown
pass to junior tight end Brian Butts,
burned the Cardinals with several
superb punts, added a nice touch with
a partially blocked a punt and sewed
up the victory with his seventh inter-
ception of the season, tying a WHS
record.

November 28, 2002: Underdogs
can be very dangerous, especially if
they are expected to lie down at the
cleats of the No. 1 rated team in Union
County. Whoops! The hosting Eliza-
beth High School football boys failed
to realize that they were dealing with
the “Wild Dogs” of Scotch Plains-
Fanwood instead of puppies and the
result was a 33-6 thrashing on the
artificial turf at Williams Field on
Thanksgiving Day.

Senior backup quarterback Markell
Harrison completed four of seven
passes for 69 yards, including respec-
tive touchdown passes of 23 yards
(wide receiver Josh Wexler) and six
yards (Charlie Bachi), and engineered
an offensive machine that also chewed
up 321 yards on the ground, which
included three rushing TDs, against
the bewildered Minutemen. Senior
running back Kyle Adams had 17
carries for 174 yards, which included
a 32-yard TD scoot, a two-point rush-

BLUE DEVILS HIT 400 WINS, KELLY 20 CAREER GOALS

Field Hockey Blue Devils Won
Conference at 9-1, Finish 16-6

By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Westfield High School field
hockey team had been building to-
ward something special for several
seasons. This senior-laden team en-
joyed great success in 2018. The Blue
Devils finished with a 16-6 overall
record, including 9-1 in the Essex-
Union Blue Conference, which was
good enough for first place. They
advanced to the quarterfinal round of
the Union County Tournament where
they lost 4-1 to No. 3 seed, Kent
Place. The Blue Devils made it to the
semifinal round of the NJSIAA North
Jersey, Section 2, Group IV Tourna-

ment before bowing to Bridgewater-
Raritan, 3-1.

“I am very proud of how this team
ended the season,” said 10-year
Westfield Head Coach Caitlin Ched-
dar. “We had a lot of really great
moments where the team definitely
lived up to or even surpassed expec-
tations. Looking back, there aren’t a
lot of moments of regret. Our game
against Bridgewater, although a loss,
was one that I think our entire pro-
gram was proud of. When it came
down to it, they were a little faster and
a little stronger, but we held them off
and played our game as much as pos-
sible.”

 Cheddar knew coming into the year
that she would have the benefit of an
experienced and talented squad and
those factors paid dividends in help-
ing the Blue Devils throughout the
campaign.

“Having 12 seniors on the team was
great. We had more maturity and more
players who knew what to expect.
They helped the underclassmen learn
the routine.”

Westfield had several strong per-
formances this season. The Blue Dev-
ils just lost one game in conference all
year long. That blemish came in a
season-opening, 4-3 loss to eventual

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

CONTINUED ON PAGE 13

Fred Lecomte (Thanksgiving Day 2004) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
HUNGRY WILD DOGS AFTER TURKEY…The Raider “Wild Dogs” defense smothers a Minuteman running back during
the Thanksgiving Day Classic (2004). The Raiders defeated the Minutemen for the third straight year.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SOLIDIFYING THE DEFENSE...Junior co-captain Andrew Echausse was moved to the center back position at the
beginning of the season to solidify the defense. Later in the season he was used in the midfield also.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

BATTLING FOR POSSESSION...Blue Devils Elizabeth Healy, No. 8, Emma Jepsen, No. 28, and LJ Kehler, No. 19, close
in to get possession of the ball in the game against East Brunswick. The Blue Devils finished with a 16-6 record.

John F. Kennedy Assassinated
November 22 1963 – 55 Years Ago

see photos at goleader.com Ballyhoo Sports
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WEINIGER, CLAUSEN DOUBLES FIRST TEAM ALL-STATE

Blue Devils’ Sr. Leadership Led
To 15-4 Record in Girls Tennis

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Senior leadership plus the addition
of two super freshman put the
Westfield High School girls tennis
team back on the top rung as far as
Union County tennis is concerned
and it also placed the Blue Devils
back in the Top-10 in the state with a
No. 9 ranking. Additionally, the Blue
Devils won the prestigious
Moorestown Classic Tournament
(MOT), shared the Union County
Tournament (UCT) title, placed sec-
ond in the North Jersey, Section 2,
Group 4 Tournament and finished with
a 15-4 record.

After dropping a 3-2 match to the
Kent Place Dragons at the beginning
of the season, the Lady Blue Devils
received the top seed for the MOT and
defeated West Windson-Plainsboro
North, 5-0, and Moorestown, 5-0, be-
fore stopping Kent Place, 3-2, for the
title. Ironically, the Blue Devils tied
Kent Place for a share of the UCT
crown, both with a total of 76. In the
sectional tournament, the Blue Devils
defeated Piscataway and North
Hunterdon before bowing to
Bridgewater-Raritan, 4-1, for the title.

Seniors Eliza Weiniger and Char-
lotte Clausen, who were the only Blue

Devils to win in the match against
Bridgewater-Raritan, won the UCT
title at first doubles after a three-set
battle with Danielle DelRosa and
Maddie Wang (Summit) then they
went to the limit with Millburn Mill-
ers Rayna Katzman and Anna Bansal,
losing in three sets for the state doubles
title. Last year, Clausen placed third
in the UCT at third singles and
Weiniger placed third in the UCT at
first doubles. For their efforts this
season, Weiniger and Clausen were
selected First Team All-State and First
Team All-Group 4.

Seniors Leah Bremer and Sloane
Silverman competed at second
doubles and won the UCT title this
season when they defeated Grace
Schroeder and Allie Westdyk (Oak
Knoll), 6-3, 6-1. With her partner
Lucy Earl, Bremer also won the UCT
second doubles title last year. Bremer
and Silverman were selected First
Team All-Conference.

Senior Rachel Rothenberg, in her
four years of varsity, competed at
either first or second singles. As a
freshman, she placed second at sec-
ond singles then placed fifth at that
position her sophomore season. Last
year, she placed sixth at first singles.
This season Rothenberg pulled out a

huge three-set victory over Oak
Knoll’s Mary Margaret Schroeder, 4-
6, 6-4, 6-3, to place third in the UCT.

Freshman Natalie Zelechowski
gained the first singles spot and re-
ceived the second seed for the UCT.
After being injured during her semifi-
nal match, Zelechowski had to retire
and settled for fourth place. She also
missed a few regular-season matches
afterward before returning for the sec-
tion semifinal match against North
Hunterdon. Zelechowski was selected
Third Team All-Group 4.

Freshman Katey Paretz filled the
third singles spot and placed second
in the UCT after a close, 6-4, 7-5, loss
to Charlotte McCann of Kent Place.
Paretz was selected Honorable Men-
tion for the conference.

“Overall, the team had an outstand-
ing season. Led by strong senior lead-
ership, we were able to achieve al-
most every goal we set for ourselves
this season. I’m going to miss this
group of seniors a lot. However, the
seniors are leaving behind two very
strong players, Natalie Zelechowski
and Katey Paretz, to help rebuild our
team next season. The future contin-
ues to look very bright for our pro-
gram,” Blue Devil Head Coach Matt
Varhley expressed.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

FIRST TEAM ALL-STATE AT FIRST DOUBLES...Blue Devil seniors Eliza Weiniger and Charlotte Clausen won the
Union County Tournament first doubles championship and were also selected doubles First Team All-State.

Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Turkey Day Rivalries
Are Facing Extinction

Could this be the last year of the
Westfield-Plainfield Thanksgiving
Day rivalry?

The game has been an annual thing
since 1944 (see below), while the
series began in 1900. But the way the
NJSIAA and the football coaches as-
sociation have set up the playoffs, it’s
hard to imagine teams continuing to
play Turkey Day games.

The NJSIAA came up with conso-
lation games in the late 1990s, giving
teams a game to fill in the practice
time between the last regular-season
game and Thanksgiving for any non-
qualifiers. But this year everyone’s
schedule ended on the Oct. 26-27
weekend, which is fine for the teams
that win one or two playoff games.
But two “regional crossover” games
(their new name) can be tough on
fans, especially when you play them
at 1 or 2 p.m. on the Thursday after-
noon of the teacher’s convention. With
no school, you’re asking for a fairly
small turnout.

“I give it five more years, tops,”
Plainfield historian Martin Cox said.
“The two regional crossover games
are a bad idea. It’s also ridiculous to
have kids practice from late October

to play one game on Thanksgiving.
They (NJSIAA and football coaches
association) are trying to squeeze the
life out of the rivalries, and they’re
doing a good job of it.”

The number of long-time Thanks-
giving games has dwindled down to a
precious few. This year, in addition to
Westfield vs. Plainfield and P-burg
vs. Easton, they include: Atlantic City
vs. Holy Spirit, Asbury Park vs. Nep-
tune, Barringer vs. East Orange,
Burlington City vs. Palmyra, Camden
vs. Woodrow Wilson, Carteret vs.
Perth Amboy, Clifton vs. Passaic, Flo-
rence vs. Riverside, Hackensack vs.
Teaneck, Haddon Heights vs.
Haddonfield, Lakewood vs. Toms
River South, Long Branch vs. Red
Bank, Lower Cape May vs. Middle
Township, Millville vs. Vineland,
Ocean City vs. Pleasantville, Pater-
son Eastside vs. Paterson Kennedy
and Salem vs. Woodstown. Those ri-
valries all go back at least 80 years,
and several are over 100 years old.

“With the new playoff format in
place, I believe the days of Thanks-
giving football are just about over,”
Marcus Borden, a New Jersey Foot-
ball Coaches Association Hall of Fame
coach, told Greg Tufaro of
MyCentralJersey.com. “With the sea-
son ending after a consolation game
in the first week of November, no one
wants to wait three weeks to play a
Thanksgiving game.”

And many coaches don’t seem to
care. Eliminate the games and they’ll
quickly be forgotten, right? As they
say, out of sight, out of mind.

“I’m sorry about the traditional-

ists,” one Middlesex County coach
told Tufaro. “(But) with the new play-
off system, it doesn’t make sense to
wait three weeks (after losing a first-
round playoff game or playing a re-
gional crossover). That’s why the
majority of Thanksgiving Day games
are being eliminated.”

Some older Thanksgiving rivalries
have continued to play but moved the
date of their game: Linden played
Union on Aug. 31, Wayne Hills met
Wayne Valley on Sept. 7, Bloomfield
took on Montclair on Oct. 13, and
Red Bank Catholic faced Rumson-
Fair Haven on Oct. 19.

In the pre-playoff era, the nine-
game season was set up so the first
eight games were over 10 days prior
to Thanksgiving. Basketball and wres-
tling didn’t start practice until the
Monday after the game. Every team
in New Jersey had a Turkey Day rival
that was their main rival the entire
school year.

Then the playoff system started in
1974 and it has evolved from two
teams per section that first year to
eight. It has forced the start of the
season to be moved earlier, and ear-
lier. This year the football coaches

association added a fourth playoff
game matching North 1 vs. North 2
and Central vs. South for a North and
South champion in all five public
school brackets. That, of course, is
STILL one game short of the one state
champion per Group size that “should
have been” the object 44 years ago.

If there is one bright side to elimi-
nating the all these Thanksgiving ri-
valry games it’s that Cox will get to
cross one thing off his bucket list –
attending a Phillipsburg-Easton game.
Because even if the rest of the uni-
verse is caught up in winning their
silly state championships, you can bet
the house that Phillipsburg and Easton
will continue playing on Turkey Day.

WHS-PHS: ODDITIES
This will be the 114th record game

between the ancient rivals, the first in
1900. But it’s only been a Thanksgiv-
ing morning tradition since 1944.
Today’s game will be the 75th sched-
uled for Turkey Day with the Blue
Devils holding a 45-27-2 advantage.
Overall, WHS leads the series by a
61-45-7 margin.

The 1941 game saw PHS coach
Jack Liddy pull his team off the field,
with a 7-0 lead, to protest a touch-
down call by the officials. All sport-
ing events between the schools were
eliminated until the 1944-45 school
year. According to the Jan. 29, 1942
edition of The Westfield Leader, “The
deep rivalry between the two towns
has not been limited to the high
schools. YMCA basketball contests
and Union County Baseball League
games have prompted occasional
brawls. High school competition be-
tween Westfield and Cranford was
stopped about seven years ago be-

cause of several unpleasant incidents.”
In addition to Plainfield (1944-

present), WHS has had Thanksgiving
Day games against Madison (1923
and 1925), North Plainfield (1926
and 1927), Nyack, N.Y. (1934 and
1935), Haverstraw, N.Y. (1936), Pearl
River, N.Y. (1937), Ridgewood (1940
and 1941) and Jersey City Ferris (1942
and 1943).

There have been five 0-0 ties in the
113 years of the Westfield-Plainfield
rivalry and Ed Tranchina was WHS’s
coach in the last two: in 1985, in the
final game of Coach T’s first year, and
in 1993, when the WHS team fea-
tured Hall of Famers Ron Nobile,
Stephen Cheek and Brian Ciemniecki.
There were also three scoreless ties
during the Bob Duncan coaching era:
1933, 1936 and 1937. In that last year
the Blue and White went 0-7-2 and
didn’t score a single point!

There have also been a couple of 3-
2 finals. In 1979 Steve Rothrock’s 20-
yard field goal in the second period
was the difference; Plainfield scored
when Westfield intentionally hiked
the ball out of the end zone from punt
formation. And in 1923 Wayne
Johnson’s 40-yard field goal in the

first quarter held up.
Plainfield won 11 straight games

from 1949-59, and Westfield returned
the favor by winning 15 straight (in-
cluding one playoff game) from 1968-
81.

In their final games against
Plainfield as the WHS coach, the four
longest-tenured (coming into this
year) went 1-3: Bob Duncan won 13-
0 in 1940; Joe Freeman lost 6-0 in
1954; Gary Kehler lost 21-3 in 1982;
and Tranchina lost 9-0 in 2005.

ALUMNI SOCCER GAME
While the WHS football team is

playing at Plainfield’s Hub Stine Field
this morning, Kehler Stadium will not
go unused. The annual Alumni Game
– the producer of many hamstring
pulls and torn ACLs – will be held at
10 a.m., featuring dozens of former
WHS futbol players. Rumors persist
that this could become a fundraising
charity game between alums of WHS
and Scotch Plains in the near future.

IN PASSING
Ed McGinley III, the older brother

of Westfield Athletic Hall of Famers
Gerry and Rick and a good player in
his own right, passed away Nov. 11 at
age 91. Ed was an all-county two-way
lineman as a senior on WHS’s un-
beaten 1944 team and joined his fa-
ther Ed Jr. (an original NY Giant
lineman in 1925) and brothers as play-
ers at the University of Pennsylvania.

Skip Conover, the father of WHS
athletes Craig, Kirsten, Bruce and
Todd, passed away Oct. 31 at age 87.

AROUND THIS DATE
Nov. 21, 1931: WHS completed a

7-0-1 season with a 10-6 win over
Cranford. It was the only points the
Blue and White allowed that season.

Nov. 21, 1940: Bob Duncan’s 12-
year tenure as WHS football coach
ended with an 18-0 loss at Ridgewood
on Thanksgiving Day.

Nov. 21, 1970: Despite co-captain
Bob Thompson, Ted Kamins and John
Gill being out with injuries, WHS
captured the state Group 4 cross-coun-
try championship. Dave Gray (13th)
and Tom Tinnesz (15th) led the way.

Nov. 23, 1944: Sophomore Bobby
Dougherty accounted for all the scor-
ing with a touchdown run and a TD
pass as WHS defeated Plainfield, 12-
0, in the schools’ first Thanksgiving
Day meeting. The win completed a
10-0 season for the Blue Devils.

Nov. 23, 2002: The volleyball team
lost to Hunterdon Central, 2-1, in the
state Group 4 championship game,
while the girls soccer came up short
against Brick Memorial in another
state Group 4 final.

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY

GENERAL ORDINANCE NO. 2118

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND
THE CODE OF THE TOWN OF
WESTFIELD, CHAPTER 13

BE IT ORDAINED by the Town Council
of the Town of Westfield in the County of
Union as follows:

SECTION I. Chapter 13, “Motor Vehicles
and Traffic”, Section 13-54 “Issuance of
residential parking permits” of the “Code of
the Town of Westfield” shall be replaced
with the following:

1. Section 13-54 – Issuance of resi-
dential parking permits.

(a) Issuing Authority. The parking divi-
sion of the Westfield Police Department
shall issue permits for residential permit
parking for automobiles and non-commer-
cially registered or used pickup trucks,
vans or sport utility vehicles.

(b) Contents of application. Each appli-
cant for a residential parking permit shall
provide

(i) name,
(ii) residence address (which must

front or side on a block designated as a
residential permit parking zone), and

(iii) make, model, year, and license
number of vehicle.

(c) Evidence supporting application.
Each applicant for a residential parking
permit shall present to the parking division
of the Westfield Police Department:

(i) a vehicle registration containing
information consistent with the applicant’s
application,

(ii) documentation indicating that
the applicant is the principal operator of a
leased or company vehicle, and contain-
ing information consistent with the
applicant’s application, and

(iii) evidence that the applicant
does not have access to parking on the
property.

(d) Contents of permit. Each residential
parking permit shall contain

(i) make, model, year, and license
number of vehicle,

(ii) expiration date of permit.
(e) Duration of permit. Each residential

parking permit shall be valid for one calen-
dar year or part thereof.

(f) Fee. There shall be no fee charged for
the issuance of each residential parking
permit.

(g) Replacement of permit. The parking
division of the Westfield Police Depart-
ment shall issue a replacement for a lost
residential parking permit, provided that
proper proof and information is provided

by the applicant.
(h) Guest permit. A resident of a residen-

tial permit parking zone may apply for a
fifteen-day guest permit, provided that no
more than one guest permit is issued to the
same address at any given time. A vehicle
may not be the subject of a guest permit for
more than six occasions in any given year.
A resident of a residential permit parking
zone may apply for a guest permit by
providing

(i) his or her own name,
(ii) his or her own residence ad-

dress (which must front or side on a block
designated as a residential permit parking
zone),

(iii) the name of the guest,
(iv) the residence address of the

guest, and
(v) the make, model, year, and

license number of the guest vehicle.
(i) Maximum number of permits.

There shall be a limit of two permits issued
for each dwelling unit.

(G.O. No. 1698, § I.)
SECTION II. All ordinances or parts of

ordinances in conflict or inconsistent with
any part of the terms of this ordinance are
hereby repealed to the extent that they are
in such conflict or inconsistent.

SECTION III. In the event any section,
part or provision of this ordinance shall be
held unconstitutional or invalid by any court,
such holding shall not affect the validity of
this ordinance as a whole, or any part
thereof other than the part so held uncon-
stitutional or invalid.

SECTION IV. This ordinance shall take
effect after passage and publication, but
not before January 1, 2019, and in the
manner permitted by law.

NOTICE

The foregoing ordinance was introduced
at a Regular Meeting of the Town Council
of the Town of Westfield held on Novem-
ber 20, 2018 and was read for the first time.
This ordinance will be further considered
for final passage by said Town Council at
the Westfield Municipal Building, Council
Chambers, 425 East Broad Street,
Westfield, New Jersey 07090 at a meeting
beginning at 8:00 PM to on December 11,
2018 or at any time and place to which
such meeting may be adjourned. All per-
sons interested will be given the opportu-
nity to be heard concerning such ordi-
nance. Copies of this ordinance are avail-
able at the Office of the Town Clerk,
Westfield Municipal Building, 425 East
Broad Street, Westfield, New Jersey 07090.

Tara Rowley, RMC
Town Clerk

1 T - 11/22/18, The Leader Fee: $104.04

PUBLIC NOTICE

runner-up, Governor Livingston.
From there, Westfield reeled off nine
straight conference victories. But it
was two non-conference games that
stood out.

“We had a few high points of this
season but the two that come to mind
first are our 3-1 win against Cranford
and our 3-0 win against Summit,”
said Cheddar. “Those are teams that
we have had a healthy rivalry with for

years and it’s always nice to come out
on top of those games. Another high
point was that our program won its
400th game this season in the sec-
tional quarterfinals against East
Brunswick. That was a great moment.”

Goalkeeper Colleen O’Connor led
a standout class of seniors this sea-
son. O’Connor finished with 85 saves.
O’Connor saved her very best for last
by posting an incredible 25 saves in

the season ending loss to Bridgewater-
Raritan.

“We started keeping goalkeeper
records in 2007,” said Cheddar. “Col-
leen O’Connor made the list for most
shutouts in a season with 12.”

Senior Maggie Kelly finished the
year with nine goals and one assist.
Kelly graduates with 20 career goals.
Senior Hannah Jepsen had three goals
and six assists. Jepsen has interest in
playing field hockey in college. She
has been in contact with a few coaches
but has yet to make any final deci-
sions.

Westfield received great contribu-
tions from underclassmen in 2018.
The Blue Devils will be in fine shape
next season with a solid group of
returnees ready to build on this year’s
success.

“Next year, we will have seven
returners, all of which were major
players for us this season. Our of-
fense and most of our mid positions
will be back. We graduate almost all
of our defense. Our returners include
midfielders Chloe Beaulieu (5 goals
8 assists), Maggie Maguire (6 goals 3
assists), Maddie Katz and our for-
wards Liz Healy (6 goals 8 assists),
LJ Kehler (8 goals 4 assists), Lily
Ceraso (10 goals 1 assist) and Emma
Jepsen (4 goals 5 assists).

Field Hockey Blue Devils Finished Season, 16-6
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

PLEASE BE ADVISED, that the Zoning
Board of Adjustment of the Township of
Scotch Plains will hold a public hearing on
December 6, 2018 at 7:30 p.m., at the
Municipal Building, 430 Park Avenue, First
Floor Council Chambers to hear the appli-
cation of Steve & Erica Needle, 19 Allenby
Lane, Block 14901, Lot 27, R-1 Zone who
propose to construct a single-car detached
garage at the aforementioned property,
contrary to the following Zoning Ordinance:

Section 23-3.4D, Schedule of Yard
and Building Height Limitations for
Detached Secondary Buildings: Side
Yard Setbacks (feet) for Secondary Build-
ings >200 square feet, Para. A, Col. 2.
Required: 30 feet.    Proposed: 7.3 feet by
plan.

The Applicant is also requesting any and
all variances deemed to be necessary at
the time of the hearing, including any other
waivers, exceptions, interpretations and
other relief necessary to allow Applicant’s
proposed use of the property.

All interested persons may be present
and be heard. The file pertaining to this
application is in the Office of the Zoning
Board of Adjustment and available for pub-
lic inspection during regular office hours.

Shannon Rapant
Secretary to the Zoning Board

1 T - 11/22/18, The Times Fee: $29.58

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

PLEASE BE ADVISED, that the Zoning
Board of Adjustment of the Township of
Scotch Plains will hold a public hearing on
December 6, 2018 at 7:30 p.m., at the
Municipal Building, 430 Park Avenue, First
Floor Council Chambers to hear the appli-
cation of Fabricio & Suzanne Silva, 2409
Bryant Avenue, Block 8002, Lot 18, R-3
Zone who proposes to install 40 feet of 6
foot fencing along Poets Place which is the
front yard area of the adjacent property,
contrary to the following Zoning Ordinance:

Section 23-2.3(o)-Fences: Maximum
Allowed: Four (4) feet in the front yard.
Proposed: Six (6) feet in the front yard.

The Applicant is also requesting any and
all variances deemed to be necessary at
the time of the hearing, including any other
waivers, exceptions, interpretations and
other relief necessary to allow Applicant’s
proposed use of the property.

All interested persons may be present
and be heard. The file pertaining to this
application is in the Office of the Zoning
Board of Adjustment and available for pub-
lic inspection during regular office hours.

Shannon Rapant
Secretary to the Zoning Board

1 T - 11/22/18, The Times Fee: $27.03

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY

INSURANCE FUND COMMISSION

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS
FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

AN ACTUARY POSITION

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that pur-
suant to N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.4, 20.5 et seq.
the Union County Insurance Fund Com-
mission shall pursue a “Fair and Open
Process” in awarding a contract for posi-
tion set forth more fully below, and hereby
solicit proposals in the form of resumes
and letter applications for the below stated
positions of the Union County Insurance
Fund Commission, which shall be submit-
ted to:

Union County
 Insurance Fund Commission

c/o PERMA Risk Management Services
9 Campus Drive, Suite 216

*Contains UCIFC/RFP Response*

All responses shall be submitted in a
sealed envelope to the Insurance Com-
mission to be received no later than De-
cember 12, 2018 at 2:00 pm.  Copies of the
criteria for the various positions may be
obtained by contacting Cathy Dodd at
cdodd@connerstrong.com or at 973-659-
6410.  Professional services for the follow-
ing position are hereby requested:

Actuary
1 T - 11/22/18, The Leader Fee: $28.56

David B. Corbin (Thanksgiving Day 2014) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Jackson Simcox was a muddy mess during WHS’s 6-0 overtime victory over Plainfield on Thanksgiving Day 2014. Princeton,
where Simcox is a senior linebacker, completed a 10-0 season last Saturday.

Probitas Verus Honos
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Area stores that carry The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES

King's Supermarket
300 South Ave. (Leader)

Shoprite Supermarket
563 North Ave. (Leader)

7-11 of Mountainside
921 Mountain Ave. (Leader)

Westfield Tobacco & News
108 Elm St. (Leader)

Baron's Drug Store
243 E. Broad St. (Leader)

Krauszer's
727 Central Ave. (Leader)

Westfield Mini Mart
301 South Ave., W. (Leader)

7-11 of Westfield
1200 South Ave., W. (Leader/Times)

Kwick Mart Food Store
190 South Ave. (Times)

Scotch Hills Pharmacy
1819 East 2nd St. (Times)

Mountain Deli
2385 Mountain Ave. (Times)

Wallis Stationery
441 Park Ave. (Leader/Times)

7-11 of Garwood
309 North Ave. (Leader)

7-11 on Central Ave
800 Central Ave. (Leader)

SACCENTO, NOVELLO FIRST TEAM ALL-CONFERENCE

Raiders Took Another Step Up
In Field Hockey, Finish 6-13-1

By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School field hockey team recently
completed its third season of varsity
play after the program was resur-
rected from a decades-long absence.
The Raiders went 6-13-1 this year
but posted a strong 4-4-1 record
within the Essex-Union Blue Con-
ference, which placed them squarely
in the middle of the pack. In just their
third season back in action, the Raid-
ers managed several key accomplish-
ments and seem poised for bigger
and better things with head coach

Alexandra Neidig at the helm.
“This season our team completely

exceeded our expectations,” said
Neidig. “Yes, we are a new program,
but we are starting to look like a
regular varsity squad now. The girls
have really come together and under-
stand now what it takes to be success-
ful as a field hockey program. Going
into this season I knew we would be
playing tough teams. I wanted to make
sure they were prepared to take on the
challenge of playing very skilled pro-
grams that have had field hockey for
a much longer period of time. I feel
we came in completely prepared and
kept improving as the season went on.
I could not have asked for more from
this team this season and I couldn’t be
more proud of how much they have
improved in only a short amount of
time.”

The Raiders finished fourth in the
conference behind champion
Westfield and Governor Livingston
and Union. Fourteen of their 20

matches were decided by one goal so
the Raiders were competitive in most
instances. The Raiders claimed a few
upsets along the way.

“We actually made it past the first
round of counties this season, beating
Union High School, 3-2, in a very
exciting game,” said Neidig. “The
high point of this season was when
both our varsity and JV squad picked
up wins against Livingston High
School. This was the first time in our
program’s history that both teams won
on the same day. We had multiple
goals scored that day, played fantastic
on defense and went out with a goal

set and were determined to achieve
that goal. That’s what was the biggest
highlight for me. The state tourna-
ment was a brand new experience for
us. Going into that game I felt we
were prepared, however, a state game
can be very overwhelming. With that
being said, I feel we did not perform
to our best potential, but we were still
able to give Columbia High School a
good game falling 3-1 to them.”

The key factor that probably pre-
vented the Raiders from winning more
games was a lack of goal scoring in
close games. The Raiders were held
to one goal or less in 16 matches this
season and they went scoreless in 11
of those games.

“We still are a very cautious team,”
said Neidig. “In field hockey there
needs to be aggression, especially
when we have the ball. If we can
continue to work on maintaining pos-
session of the ball and getting aggres-
sive in front of the goal, this will allow
us more opportunities to score. We

did a great job defensively as a whole
this season but you need to score
goals in order to win in field hockey
and that’s what we’re looking to do
next season, score, create more offen-
sive corners and less defensive cor-
ners.”

The Raiders had several players
who received recognition in 2018.

Freshman goalie Emila Saccento
(23 saves) received First Team All-
Conference and Union County Hon-
orable Mention. Junior defender
Cassidy Novello received First Team
All-Conference. Senior attacker Julia
Barnes and junior attacker Erin Lay

received Second Team All-Confer-
ence. Sophomore attacker Haley Cino
received All-Conference Honorable
Mention. Barnes (4 goals) was the
team’s leading goal scorer for the
second season in a row.

Neidig, who was instrumental in
returning the field hockey program to
varsity play when she came aboard
three seasons ago, has every intention
of returning to guide the team again in
2019. She feels like the team has a
very bright future.

“We are only losing two seniors
this season. This is very sad for us
and we will miss them, however; at
the same time, we still have pretty
much a full starting lineup coming
back for next season, which is going
to be huge for us. We have pretty
much a full squad coming back for
next year, which is awesome! I be-
lieve our juniors, who will be re-
turning as seniors, will do a great
job at being positive role models for
our younger athletes on and off the
field. We also have many current-
returning players now who are in-
terested in playing in college when
they graduate, so it will be exciting
to see what their senior year has in
store for them.”

Courtesy of Westfield Public Schools

GOOD INTENTIONS...Nine Westfield High School student-athletes flanked by WHS Principal Derrick Nelson, left, and
Director of Athletics Sandy Mamary, right, signed Letters of Intent with colleges and universities, signifying recognition of
the seniors’ accomplishments both academically and athletically. Participating in the National Letter of Intent signing
ceremony on November 14 were: Griffin Aslanian (Georgetown University, Boys Lacrosse), Anna Bowman (University of
North Carolina at Greensboro, Golf), Carley Farella (University of Colorado at Boulder, Girls Lacrosse), Koury Kania
(Mercer County College, Boys Lacrosse), Erica Lawrence (Saint Joseph’s University, Softball), Devon McLane (Brown
University, Boys Lacrosse), Julia Romano (Lafayette College, Softball), Olivia Shields (Bucknell University, Girls Lacrosse)
and Henry Schwartz (Denison University, Soccer).

GARCIA, READIE, McMULLAN 1ST TEAM ALL CONFERENCE

Field Hockey Cougars Played
Better Than 6-12-1 Record

By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Cranford High School field
hockey team finished the 2018 sea-
son with a 6-12-1 overall record. The
Cougars were eliminated in the
quarterfinal rounds of both the Union
County Tournament in a 1-0 loss to
Union and the NJSIAA North Jersey,
Section 2, Group III Tournament in a
6-0 loss against Millburn. Though the
victories were few and far between,
third year head coach Samantha Berk
felt that this was a case where the
record did not tell the entire story.

“I think this team had some great
moments and kept up with some very
high level teams like Montclair and
Millburn in the regular season,
Johnson, MKA, and Summit,” said
Berk. “Unfortunately, our record does
not reflect our efforts and achieve-
ments in those games, but as a team
we are very proud of ourselves. I
think one of the high points of the
season was when we played Johnson.
That was one our best games we
played all season and the energy was
out of control. We worked really hard
and really well together on the field
and it showed. That was a great mo-
ment of our program!”

Indeed, Cranford placed three play-
ers on the Essex-Union White All Con-
ference First Team. Senior Madeline
Garcia (5 goals, 5 assists) was joined

by Claire Readie and goaltender Sophia
McMullan as First Teamers.

McMullan racked up particularly
impressive stats. She finished her se-
nior season with 266 saves. She re-
corded her 500th career save in an
early season match against Colum-
bia. She leaves Cranford with 669
saves for her career. McMullan’s ex-
ploits also earned her First Team All-
Union County honors.

“Madeline Garcia will be playing
for Catholic University and Sophia
McMullan will be playing in college
but is still undetermined where,” said
Berk.

Cranford came into the 2018 with
an experienced group of players on
the roster, which included 10 seniors.
Also graduating will be Lillian Collyer
(7 goals) and Jayna Mallon (5 goals).
Berk, who has been with the program
for four years, including three as the
head coach, came in with this group
and feels a special connection to the
graduating class of Cougars.

“This was a very special year be-
cause I’ve been working with this
group of seniors since they have en-
tered the high school program,” said
Berk. “They are such an incredible
group of young women and they all
have contributed to this program in so
many ways. It has been an absolute
pleasure watching them grow through-
out the years.”

Cranford went 1-5 in games de-
cided by a single goal. Flipping those
outcomes would have been enough to
earn the Cougars a winning record on
the year. Berk knows that there were
factors at play that contributed to be-
ing upside down in close games.

“We need to continue to work on the
off season together so we can learn to
play as a unit. I teach the girls a specific
way to play and communicate on the
field, so it’s important to continue to
learn each other’s strengths and weak-
nesses on the off season in order to be
a success during the season.”

The cupboard will be anything but
bare for Cranford next season. Three
juniors from this year’s team will re-
turn having earned post season hon-
ors as well. Paige Brogan (10 goals 9
assists) and Brooke Bishop (10 goals
4 assists) were named Second Team
All Conference performers, while fel-
low junior Erin Trojan received Hon-
orable Mention.

“Paige brogan and Brooke Bishop
will be four-year varsity letter win-
ners their senior years,” said Berk.
“So I am going to be looking to the
two of them for there leadership and
experience. We have a lot of under-
classmen that have a passion for the
sport, as well as some incoming fresh-
men that have proven talent at the
middle school level. I am excited to
see what next year brings!”

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY

GENERAL ORDINANCE NO. 2115

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND
CERTAIN PROVISIONS OF
THE LAND USE ORDINANCE
OF THE TOWN OF
WESTFIELD TO ESTABLISH
COMMERCIAL USE OF
ROOFTOPS AS A CONDI-
TIONAL USE; TO ALLOW
FOR USE OF GROUND LEVEL
PATIOS AS PLACES FOR
EATING AND DRINKING; AND
TO REMOVE THE PROHIBI-
TION ON THE SALE OF FOOD
FOR BEVERAGES TO BE
SERVED OR CONSUMED ON
THE PREMISES BUT OUT-
SIDE THE CONFINES OF A
BUILDING; ALL WITHIN THE
CBD CENTRAL BUSINESS
DISTRICT

WHEREAS, periodic update of allow-
able uses within non-residential zone dis-
tricts is desirable to help promote eco-
nomic development and sustainability in
Town; and

WHEREAS, the commercial use of roof-
tops would allow for businesses to provide
an open-air amenity for its employees,
customers, or visitors; and

WHEREAS, allowing the commercial
use of rooftops as a conditional use within
the Central Business District Zone District
would enable a land use board to review
the development proposal prior to estab-
lishment; and

WHEREAS, the Town Council does
hereby further find that the public interest
of the Town of Westfield will be served by
amending the Land Use Ordinance of the
Town of Westfield in the manner set forth
herein.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT THERE-
FORE ORDAINED by the Town Council of
the Town of Westfield, in the County of
Union and the State of New Jersey, as
follows:

SECTION I. Article 11, Section 11.25
titled “CBD CENTRAL BUSINESS DIS-
TRICT”, subsection C. titled “Condi-
tional uses and structures.” is hereby
amended and supplemented by adding
the following language.

6. Commercial use of rooftops.
SECTION II. Article 11, Section 11.25D

titled “Prohibited uses and structures”,
subsection D.1. is hereby amended to
read as follows.

1. any business conducted outside the
confines of a building, except for the com-
mercial use of rooftops, except for the use

of ground level patios as places for eating
and drinking, except for sidewalk cafes
permitted and regulated by § 24-46 through
§ 24-57 of the Town Code, and except
those temporary activities permitted by
special permission from the Town Council;

SECTION III. Article 11, Section
11.25D titled “Prohibited uses and
structures”, subsection D.8. is hereby
amended to read as follows.

8. Drive-in or drive-through restaurants.
SECTION III. Article 18, is hereby

amended and supplemented by adding a
new Section 24, titled Commercial Use of
Rooftops which shall read as follows.

§ 18.24. COMMERCIAL USE OF
ROOFTOPS

The commercial use of a rooftop of a
building as an outdoor seating or gather-
ing space for events, entertainment, meet-
ings, and/or as a food and/or beverage
service area shall be regulated under this
section.

A. Rooftop use location relative to
use it serves. The rooftop shall be part of
an establishment doing business within
the building, shall be located directly above
or adjacent to the use of which it is a part,
and there shall not be other uses located
on floors in between the rooftop use and
the use to which it is a part.

B. Design. Rooftop use shall be de-
signed in an attractive manner that will not
detract from adjacent uses, and will pre-
vent nuisance and safety issues. Design of
the rooftop must utilize all reasonable ef-
forts to minimize the effect of noise, light,
and odor on adjacent properties and on
the street. The applicant shall submit a
design plan with the application for a roof-
top use that, at a minimum, specifies and
illustrates the proposed size, dimensions,
setbacks from adjacent buildings and roof
edges, layout, landscaping elements, and
access routes.

1. The rooftop use, including any pergo-
las, tents, umbrellas, awnings, service ar-
eas, bars, or preparation stations, shall be
setback from adjacent uses and screened
from adjacent uses to the satisfaction of
the reviewing Board. The setback and
screening must be established in a man-
ner that will not unduly block light, air, or
outdoor views from upper floor windows
on adjacent buildings. Screening shall pre-
vent patrons of the rooftop from looking
directly into a window of a building on an
adjacent lot, and into adjacent residential
open spaces such as backyards or ter-
races.

2. The rooftop use shall not produce a
risk of unauthorized access to abutting
buildings.

3. Parapet walls or guardrails shall be
designed to complement the building’s

architectural design and shall meet all
applicable construction codes.

4. Temporary pergolas, tents, umbrel-
las, and/or awnings or other temporary
structures shall be permitted on the roof-
top provided evidence of how such struc-
tures shall be safely secured to the rooftop
is presented to the reviewing Board. They
shall be setback from adjacent uses and
screened from adjacent uses to the satis-
faction of the reviewing Board. The appli-
cant shall indicate the duration of the tem-
porary installation.

C. Lighting.  Lighting must comply with
§10.11 of the Westfield Land Use Ordi-
nance, however, due to the rooftop loca-
tion lighting may be located greater than
15 feet above normal grade and the use of
lights spaced evenly along a cable or wire,
commonly known as “string lights” shall be
permitted. In addition, lights must be turned
off when the rooftop use is not in operation.
A lighting plan shall be submitted that
illustrates compliance with these standards.

D. Electronic visual displays, sound,
and amplification. Due to the potential
nuisance to neighboring properties and
the general public in the surrounding area,
there shall be at no time permitted any
television or video or electronic screens or
displays and no live entertainment, music,
speakers, or public address system shall
be permitted on the rooftop. The rooftop
must be maintained as a quiet, relaxed
environment.

E. Parking. Due to the seasonal nature
of rooftop use, square footage or seating
utilized for same shall not be subject to
parking requirements, as is the same for
sidewalk cafes.

SECTION IV. All ordinances or parts of
ordinances in conflict or inconsistent with
any part of this ordinance are hereby re-
pealed to the extent that they are in conflict
or inconsistent.

SECTION V. In the event that any sec-
tion, provision, or part of provision of this
ordinance shall be held to be unenforce-
able or invalid by any court, such holding
shall not affect the validity of this ordinance
as a whole, or any part thereof, other than
the part so held unenforceable or invalid.

SECTION VII. This ordinance shall take
effect after passage and publication in the
manner provided by law.

NOTICE

Notice is hereby given that the foregoing
ordinance was approved for final adoption
as amended by the Town Council of the
Town of Westfield at a Regular Meeting
held on November 6, 2018.

 Tara Rowley, RMC
Town Clerk

1 T - 11/22/18, The Leader Fee: $158.61

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

Notice is hereby given that the Westfield
Board of Adjustment adopted resolutions
at its meeting on November 14, 2018, for
the following applications decided upon at
the meeting held on October 10, 2018.

Brad & Penny Pulliam, 129 Hazel Av-
enue. Applicants sought approval to con-
struct a one and two-story addition with a
covered front portico contrary to Section
11.09E5, 11.09E5(per 12.03D), 11.09E13,
and 12.04F1 of the Land Use Ordinance to
allow a street side yard setback of 15.3 feet
where the Ordinance requires a minimum
street side yard of 20 feet; to allow a front
yard setback of 20.5 feet to the 2nd floor
where the  Ordinance requires a minimum
25-foot front yard setback; to allow a con-
tinuous wall length of 46 feet where the
Ordinance allows a maximum continuous
wall length of 25 feet; to allow a building
coverage of 22.4% where the Ordinance
allows a maximum building coverage of
20%. Application approved with conditions.

Paul Panaro, 214 Edgewood Avenue.
Applicant sought approval to construct an
addition contrary to Section 11.09E6 and
12.04E of the Land Use Ordinance to allow
a side yard setback of + 8 feet where the
Ordinance requires a minimum side yard
setback of 10 feet; to allow a floor area ratio
of 35.4% (3,326 square feet) where the
Ordinance allows a maximum floor area
ratio of 37% (3,200 square feet). Applica-
tion approved with conditions.

Carole Heffernan & Henry Su, 515 A &
B Carleton Road. Applicants sought per-
mission to retain two sheds on one lot
contrary to Section 13.02B2 and 13.01G1
of the Land Use Ordinance to allow two
sheds on one property where the Ordi-
nance does not allow more than one shed
on a property; to allow a shed five feet from
the side and rear lot lines where the Ordi-
nance requires an accessory structure be
located at least five feet from the side and
rear lot lines. Application approved with
conditions.

Linda Jacus
Secretary, Board of Adjustment

1 T - 11/22/18, The Leader Fee: $45.39

Courtesy of Cranford girls soccer

SIGNING A LETTER OF INTENT...Cranford Cougar senior Mackenzie Butler,
flanked by parents Scott Butler and Nancy Butler, signed a Letter of Intent on
November 14 to Lynn University (Boca Raton, Fla.) to play soccer. Top row, are:
Coaches Andrew Gagliardo, Lindsay Brechbiel, Kerry Yorkanis and Dominic
Feminello.

David B. Corbin (May 2017 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SIGNING A LETTER OF INTENT...Cranford Cougar senior Johnny Bush
signed a Letter of Intent on November 14 to Campbell University (Buies Creek,
N.C.) to play golf. (May 2017 files)

David B. Corbin (October 2018 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CHASING A BLUE DEVIL...Raider midfielder Megan Bourke, No. 19,  with center middie Erin Lay, No. 16 in the
background, tries to keep a Blue Devil in check during a field hockey game at Kehler Stadium in Westfield in early October.
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D. Blair Corbin’s

Walk Down Memory Lane

Raiders
Blue Devils

Cougars

ing conversion and gallops of 50 and
58 yards. Junior running back Kyle
Baker carried 16 times for 125 yards,
including a 32-yard dash, and had
respective TD runs of three yards and
five yards.

November 27, 2003: Not able to
score against the Blue Devils’ de-
fense, the visiting Cardinals got a 93-
yard punt return for a touchdown from
Dante Harvey and were awarded a
safety on a bad snap to nip Westfield,
9-7, in their 99th Turkey Day meet-
ing. Fifteen penalties were exercised
– 11 against Westfield for 82 yards.
Junior running back Tom DelDuca
(91 yards on eight carries) initiated
the Blue Devils’ only touchdown drive
with a 37-yard sprint, assisted by se-

nior Tyshon Blackmon’s fine block,
and quarterback Jan Cocozziello took
it in from the two.

November 27, 2003: The Eliza-
beth football team found out first hand
that the “Wild Dogs” of Scotch Plains-
Fanwood can deliver vicious defen-
sive bites that resulted in a 6-0 Raider
shutout and a school record 10th vic-
tory of the season before an exuberant

crowd in Scotch Plains on Thanks-
giving Day. Junior quarterback Dan
LaForge completed two of four passes
for 56 yards, including a 22-yard
touchdown pass to senior wide re-
ceiver Mike Walker. Senior John Liss
made a diving circus catch that netted
34 yards and senior cornerback Matt
Powers broke up a touchdown pass
with less than two minutes remaining

November 25, 2004: Turkey was
going to be much tastier for running
back Aaron Hale and his Cardinal
teammates when the Plainfield foot-
ball team ripped Westfield, 40-0, at
Hub Stine Field in Plainfield on
Thanksgiving Day in the 100th show-
down between the two foes, which
dates back to 1900. The drudging was

the most points scored by one team
since Westfield won 42-25 in 2000
and the most lopsided victory since
Westfield Head Coach Gary Kehler’s
1969 and 1970 teams won 45-0 and
49-6, respectively.

November 25, 2004: Hurt but hun-
gry “Wild Dogs” became very dan-
gerous and the 11th ranked Elizabeth
football team eventually realized it

when the hosting Raiders emerged
with a 13-12 upset victory on Thanks-
giving Day. Senior quarterback Dan
LaForge completed 11 of 26 passes
for 170 yards, including respective
TD passes of 20 yards and 61 yards to
senior wide receiver/safety Sean
Smith

Thanksgiving Day 2005: An ef-
fort to make it four Thanksgiving Day
victories in a row over powerhouse
Elizabeth ended for the Raiders foot-
ball team as visiting Elizabeth grabbed
a 27-0 victory. Senior linebacker Nick
Giannaci had a team-high, 13 tackles.

Thanksgiving Day 2005: Big plays
have decided the outcome of a num-
ber of Thanksgiving Day showdowns
between the Westfield High School
football team and Plainfield. The 101st
meeting was highlighted by one huge
67-yard touchdown run and a hit just
inches from the goal line that pre-
vented a touchdown, eventually lead-
ing to a 9-0 Cardinal victory before a
massive crowd at Kehler Stadium.
Blue Devil safety Marcus Allen Gra-
ham recorded his ninth interception
of the season to break the all-time
WHS season record of eight set by
Jan Cocozziello in 2003.

November 25, 2006: Senior run-
ning back George Cornell picked the
right time to have his best game when
the Blue Devil football team defeated
Plainfield, 17-7, in the Annual Thanks-
giving Day Classic that was actually
held on November 25 at Hub Stine
Field in Plainfield. Cornell, who nor-
mally would carry seven to eight times
per game but mostly block for
Malcolm Allen, rushed 19 times for
121 yards, including a one-yard touch-
down (TD) plunge to seal the victory.
Additionally, he had several key runs
for first downs, including a 30-yard
gallop that set up his TD bash.

November 22, 2007: Elizabeth and
the Raider football teams played in-
spired football but the Minutemen
came out on top, 39-24, in Scotch
Plains on Thanksgiving Day. Quar-
terback Mike Chervenyak completed
21 of 32 passes for 217 yards, includ-
ing (TD) passes of 34 yards to wide

Westfield/Plainfield Rivalry
 Westfield 61, Plainfield 45, Tie 7

1900 –– Westfield 26-0
1901 –– Westfield NA
1903 — Plainfield 15-0
1905 — Plainfield 24-0
1907 — Tie 6-6

Westfield 11-0
1908 — Plainfield 12-6

Plainfield 5-0
1909 — Plainfield 35-6
1910 –– Westfield 6-0
1911 — Plainfield 37-6
1912 –– Westfield 19-7
1913 — Westfield 20-6

Westfield 26-7
1914 — Plainfield 19-0
1915 — Plainfield 7-0

Westfield 6-0
1916 — Tie 0-0

Plainfield 7-3
1917 — Plainfield 39-0
1919 — Plainfield 6-0
1921 — Plainfield 28-0
1922 — Plainfield 19-0
1923 — Westfield 3-0
1924 — Plainfield 18-0
1925 — Plainfield 7-2
1926 — Plainfield 20-0
1931 — Westfield 21-0
1932 — Westfield 13-6
1933 — Tie 0-0
1934 — Westfield 7-6
1935 — Plainfield 7-0
1936 — Tie 0-0
1937 — Tie 0-0
1938 — Plainfield 13-0
1939 — Westfield 20-0
1940 — Westfield 13-0
1941 — Westfield 1-0
1944 — Westfield 12-6
1945 — Westfield 12-0
1946 — Plainfield 6-0
1947 — Westfield 32-12
1948 — Westfield 14-6
1949 — Plainfield 19-6
1950 — Plainfield 33-7
1951 — Plainfield 14-6
1952 — Plainfield 27-14
1953 — Plainfield 25-6
1954 — Plainfield 6-0
1955 — Plainfield 21-0
1956 — Plainfield 19-6
1957 — Plainfield 19-12
1958 — Plainfield 21-0
1959 — Plainfield 7-0
1960 — Westfield 13-7
1961 — Westfield 13-6
1962 — Plainfield 27-7

1963 — Westfield 14-12
1964 — Plainfield 13-7
1965 — Westfield 21-0
1966 — Plainfield 33-12
1967 — Plainfield 12-7
1968 — Westfield 25-21
1969 — Westfield 45-0
1970 — Westfield 49-6
1971 — Westfield 12-6
1972 — Westfield 27-6
1973 — Westfield 20-0
1974 — Westfield 31-14
1975 — Westfield 9-6
1976 — Westfield 34-0

Westfield 14-0
1977 — Westfield 38-0
1978 — Westfield 6-2
1979 — Westfield 3-2
1980 — Westfield 14-0
1981 — Westfield 28-6
1982 — Plainfield 21-3
1983 — Plainfield 14-6
1984 — Plainfield 14-0
1985 — Tie 0-0
1986 — Westfield 27-14
1987 — Westfield 35-6
1988 — Westfield 7-6
1989 — Westfield 14-7
1990 — Westfield 21-6
1991 — Westfield 28-0
1992 — Plainfield 14-9
1993 — Tie 0-0
1994 — Westfield 20-7
1995 — Westfield 28-20
1996 — Plainfield 38-7
1997     — Westfield 22-7
1998 –– Plainfield 21-7
1999 –– Plainfield 20-14
2000 — Westfield 42-25
2001 — Westfield 24-21
2002 –– Westfield 14-6
2003 –– Plainfield 9-7
2004     ––        Plainfield     40-0
2005 –– Plainfield 9-0
2006 –– Westfield 17-7
2007 –– Westfield 28-27
2008 –– Westfield 21-19
2009      ––       Westfield      26-6
2010      –– Westfield 35-6
2011      –– Plainfield 22-21
2012      –– Westfield 30-16
2013      –– Westfield 34-0
2014 –– Westfield 6-0
2015 –– Westfield 33-6
2016 –– Westfield 30-14
2017 –– Westfield 37-7

Fred Lecomte (Thanksgiving Day 2005) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BRINGING DOWN A MINUTEMAN…Raiders Rob Ventura, No. 53, Dan
Ragan, No. 84, Jason Zelesnik, No. 82, and Max Carow, No. 18, team bring down
a Minuteman during the Thanksgiving Day 2005 football game.

on touchdown (TD) runs of one yard,
five yards and three yards, and junior
wide receiver Chris Sheehan turned a
pass from quarterback Tony DiIorio
into a 27-yard TD to give the Blue
Devil football team just enough points
to hold off Plainfield, 28-27, in the
annual Thanksgiving Day classic at
Gary Kehler Stadium.

November 27, 2008: Four big
touchdown (TD) runs from halfback
Raymond Graham opened the door
for a 48-20 Elizabeth victory over the
Raider football team in the Thanks-
giving rivalry at Williams Field in
Elizabeth. Senior halfback Anthony
Taylor rumbled for 148 yards on 24
carries, which included a pair of two-
yard TD runs. Senior fullback/line-
backer Marcus Green chugged 71
yards on 10 carries, including a three-
yard TD run.

November 27, 2008: Numerous
key defensive plays, a five-yard touch-
down (TD) run and a pair of
breakaway TD runs from senior half-
back Ricardo Johnson was just enough
for the Blue Devil football team to
absorb two fourth-quarter TDs by
Plainfield in a 21-19 victory in the
annual Thanksgiving Day classic at

Hub Stine Field.
Raider Thanksgiving Day Games

ended after 2008.
November 26, 2009: Resilience

from a disappointing loss to
Phillipsburg took only five days, as
the Blue Devil football team feasted
on the Cardinals of Plainfield, 26-6,
in the Annual Thanksgiving Day Clas-
sic at Gary Kehler Stadium. Junior
quarterback Danny Kerr came out
firing and used five different receiv-
ers to complete 12 of 16 pass attempts
for 104 yards, including an 11-yard
touchdown (TD) to Pat Gray, in the
first half. Kerr was 3-for-3 for 33
yards, including an eight-yard TD to
Aiden Scanlon, in the third quarter.
Running back Joe Ondi scored a TD
on a four-yard slant. Junior running
back A.J. Murray scored on a nine-
yard bash.

November 24, 2011: Several
school records were broken or ex-

David B. Corbin (Thanksgiving 2002 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
RAIDER ‘WILD DOGS’, NOT CHIHUAHUAS...The Raider defense forced
Minuteman quarterback Jamar Talbert, No. 14, to understand why they are
known as the “Wild Dogs”. The Raiders had the Minutemen on the run all morning
on Thanksgiving Day (2002).

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF GARWOOD

ORDINANCE NO. 18-26

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND
§ 67-17 (NOTICE AND REGIS-
TRATION REQUIRED) IN AR-
TICLE VII (MAINTENANCE,
REGISTRATION AND REPAIR
OF RESIDENTIAL PROPER-
TIES SUBJECT TO FORE-
CLOSURE) IN CHAPTER 67
(BUILDINGS AND STRUC-
TURES) OF THE CODE OF
THE BOROUGH OF
GARWOOD TO REVISE A
REFERENCE TO THE REGIS-
TRATION OR RENEWAL FEE

STATEMENT

TAKE NOTICE THAT ORDINANCE NO.
18-26, WAS PASSED ON THE FINAL
READING AFTER PUBLIC HEARING AT
A MEETING OF THE MAYOR AND COUN-
CIL OF THE BOROUGH OF GARWOOD
ON, THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 15, 2018

ATTEST:
Christina Ariemma

Municipal Clerk
1 T - 11/22/18, The Leader Fee: $24.99

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

CONSTRUCTION  BOARD OF APPEALS
NOTICE OF MEETING

In Compliance with
OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT,

CHAPTER 231, P.L.1975

Notice is hereby given by the Construc-
tion Board of Appeals of the Township of
Scotch Plains,of the following meeting:

DATE:
Wednesday, December 5, 2018

TIME:
5:00 PM

LOCATION:
Municipal Building, 430 Park Avenue

TYPE OF MEETING:
Appeal Hearing
Estate of Seymour Stein
Jonathan Stein, Executor
c/o CEO Suites
1812 Front Street
Scotch Plains, New Jersey 07076

AGENDA:
Fire Inspection Fees

ACTION(S) TO BE TAKEN:
To be Determined

DATE OF NOTIFICATION:
November 13, 2018

1 T - 11/22/18, The Times Fee: $28.56

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

PLEASE BE ADVISED, that the Zoning
Board of Adjustment of the Township of
Scotch Plains will hold a public hearing on
December 6, 2018, at 7:30 pm., at the
Municipal Building, 430 Park Avenue, First
Floor Council Chambers to hear the appli-
cation of the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board
of Education/Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School, 641 Westfield Road, Block 6501,
Lot 1, P Zone who is proposing to replace
an existing electronic LED one-color sign
with a new electronic LED multi-color sign
at the aforementioned property, contrary
to the following Zoning Ordinances:

Section 23-5.2 (c) Permitted Condi-
tional Uses: Required: Public schools
and private schools and institutions of
higher learning operated by charitable,
religious or eleemosynary organizations,
which are not conducted as a business.
Proposed: Electronic LED sign which is
not permitted.

Section 23-6 Non-Conforming Uses:
23-6.1 (a) (3) Continuance: Required: That
no nonconforming use may be expanded.
Proposed: Installation of a new electronic
LED multi-color sign.

The Applicant is also requesting any and
all variances deemed to be necessary at
the time of the hearing, including any other
waivers, exceptions, interpretations and
other relief necessary to allow Applicant’s
proposed use of the property.

All interested persons may be present
and be heard. The file pertaining to this
application is in the Office of the Zoning
Board of Adjustment and available for pub-
lic inspection during regular office hours.

Shannon Rapant
Secretary to the Zoning Board

1 T - 11/22/18, The Times Fee: $36.72

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

NOTICE OF INTRODUCTION OF
ORDINANCE 18-19-R

AND PUBLIC HEARING

An ordinance was introduced by the
Mayor and Council of the Borough of
Fanwood on November 19, 2018. Copies
of this ordinance can be obtained without
cost in the Clerk’s Office, at the Fanwood
Borough Hall, 75 North Martine Avenue,
Fanwood, New Jersey between the hours
of 8 am to 4 pm, Monday through Friday.

THIS ORDINANCE AMENDS
CHAPTER 184, LAND USE,
OF THE BOROUGH OF
FANWOOD CODE RELATING
TO ARTICLE XII ZONE DIS-
TRICT REGULATIONS, SEC-
TION 119, REGARDING COM-
MERCIAL CORRIDOR (CC)
DISTRICT.

This ordinance is scheduled for public
hearing and adoption on December 3,
2018, at 7:00 P.M., Fanwood Borough
Hall, 75 North Martine Avenue, Fanwood,
New Jersey.

Eleanor McGovern
Borough Clerk

1 T - 11/22/18, The Times Fee: $26.52

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

PUBLIC HEARING

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 26, 2018
5:00 pm

ADMINISTRATION OFFICE
75 MARTINE AVENUE NORTH

FANWOOD, NEW JERSEY

All interested citizens will be given an
opportunity to present their opinion re-
garding which projects the Mayor and
Council should submit to the Union County
Community Development Revenue Shar-
ing Committee for Year 45 at the above
time and place.  For further information
contact the Borough Clerk at (908) 322-
8236.

Eleanor McGovern
Borough Clerk

1 T - 11/22/18, The Times Fee: $18.36

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD
MEMORIAL LIBRARY

BOARD OF TRUSTEES MEETING

The Westfield Memorial Library's Board
of Trustees meeting that was cancelled on
November 15 has been rescheduled for
Thursday, November 29 at 7:30 p.m. at the
Westfield Memorial Library, 550 East Broad
Street, Westfield, New Jersey 07090.

1 T - 11/22/18, The Leader Fee: $11.22

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

PLANNING BOARD

In compliance with the provisions of the
New Jersey Municipal Land Use Law, no-
tice is hereby given that BB Westfield LLC
dba BareBurger (“Applicant”), shall apply
to the Town of Westfield Planning Board
(“Board”) at a meeting of the Board at a
public hearing on Monday, December 3,
2018, at 7:30 p.m. in the Municipal Build-
ing, Council Chambers, 425 East Broad
Street, Westfield, New Jersey, to request
“c” or “bulk” variances, as well as prelimi-
nary and final major site plan approval.

Specifically, the Applicant is seeking a
(c) variance or waiver from sections
17.02.B.5. and 17.02C.7 of the Land De-
velopment Ordinance as the Applicant is
not providing any on-site, off-street park-
ing, whereas 36 parking spaces are re-
quired. No on-site parking was provided
on this Lot for the prior retail sales use.
Nevertheless, the Applicant is requesting
a variance/waiver from the parking re-
quirements in the CBD district pursuant to
17.02.G.2. The Applicant is also seeking a
variance from the rear yard setback re-
quirements at section 11.25.E.3 as the
exterior stairs to the proposed rooftop din-
ing is 9.93 feet, whereas 13.25 feet is the
minimum permitted. The Applicant also
seeks preliminary and final major site plan
approval.

The property in question is located at
126 Central Avenue, Suite 1C-2B, also
known as Block 3116, Lot 9, on the Tax
Map of the Town of Westfield and is lo-
cated in the CBD Zone.

Please take further notice that this appli-
cation includes a request for any and all
necessary variances, design waivers and/
or exceptions or other relief requested or
required by the Board.

Any person or persons affected by this
application may have an opportunity to be
heard at the public hearing in this matter at
which time you may appear either in per-
son, by agent, or attorney and present
comments which you may have regarding
this application.

All documents relating to this application
may be inspected by the public between
the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m. in the
Zoning and Planning Office, 959 North
Avenue West, Westfield, New Jersey
07090.

BY: Philip J. Morin III, Esq.
Law Offices of Philip J. Morin III LLC

20 West Holly Street
P.O. Box 31

Cranford, New Jersey 07016
908-451-4995

Attorneys for Applicant
BB Westfield LLC dba Bareburger

1 T - 11/22/18, The Leader Fee: $54.06

David B. Corbin (Thanksgiving Day 2011) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SURROUNDED BY CARDINALS…Blue Devil Peter Ondi, No. 27, tries to work
his way around several Cardinal defenders in the Annual Thanksgiving Day
Classic. The Cardinals won, 22-21, (November 24, 2011.

Fred K. Lecomte (November 24, 2007) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BURSTING THROUGH THE LINE…Raider running back Andrew Brockel,
No. 33, attempts to pick up big yardage while linebacker Marcus Green, No. 21,
and defensive lineman Michael Alleman clear away several Minutemen. Brockel
scored on a one-yard touchdown (Thanksgiving Day 2007).

tended, but Chad Jno-Lewis’ two-
point conversion in the first quarter
would come back to haunt the
Westfield High School football team
as the Plainfield Cardinals managed
to pull off a 22-21, come-from-be-
hind victory in the Annual Thanks-
giving Day classic at Gary Kehler
Stadium in Westfield on November
24.

Blue Devil senior running back
James O’Rourke broke Dave Reitze’s
1960 record of 249 carries in a season
when he scooted into the end zone for
Westfield’s second touchdown.

O’Rourke finished with 19 carries for
117 yards, which included a 64-yard
touchdown run, to bring his season
total to 259 carries.

O’Rourke also broke Jan
Cocozziello’s career interception to-
tal of 12, which he reached in 2003,
when he snagged Cardinal quarter-
back Dii’Jon Allen-Jordan’s pass in
the third quarter. That interception
also tied Marcus Allen Graham’s sea-
son total of nine that he set in 2005
also against Plainfield.

November 28, 2013: Offense was
nearly nonexistent for the Plainfield
High School Cardinals thanks to a
consistently crunching effort by the
Westfield Blue Devils’ defense in a
34-0 stuffing in the annual Thanks-
giving Day football showdown at Gary
Kehler Stadium in Westfield on No-
vember 28. The 6-4 Blue Devils lim-
ited the Cardinals to 16 rushing yards

in the first half and 57 in the second
half. Cardinal quarterback Jon Roldan
completed two of three passes in the
first half for two yards and two of six
in the second half for 15 yards.

Blue Devil senior running back
Eugene Rawles stacked another 189
rushing yards on 28 carries, including
respective touchdown (TD) runs of
five, 37 and nine yards, onto his ca-
reer totals. Rawles also had an eight-
yard reception. Quarterback Chris
Hogge, who was intercepted once,
completed six of 10 passes for 97
yards, including an eight-yard TD
strike to flanker Dylan Elliott, who
finished with two receptions for 54
yards. Tight end Dave Kane had three
receptions for 35 yards.

November 26, 2015: One team
came prepared to play while the of-
fense of the other was still in some-
what of a slumber, but the Westfield
High School football team got its
offense together just before halftime
and, with the help of its defense, rolled
on to a 33-6 victory over Plainfield in
the Annual Thanksgiving Day game
at Gary Kehler Stadium in Westfield.

David B. Corbin (Thanksgiving Day 2014) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

FROM BEGINNING TO END...The Blue Devils and Cardinals had relatively clean uniforms, on left, at the beginning of the Annual Thanksgiving Day football game
at Hub Stein Field in Plainfield (2014), but as the game progressed, the event turned into the “Slop Bowl” and neither team could get enough traction to score in
regulation. The Blue Devils finally managed to score in overtime to scoop up a 6-0 victory.

receiver J.J. D’Agostaro and 16 yards
to fullback Marcus Green. Andrew
Brockel added a one-yard TD.

November 22, 2007: Senior run-
ning back Malcolm Allen cashed in

THANKSGIVING DAY FOOTBALL
CONTINUED ON PAGE 13
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Blue Devils Shared UCT; Reached Section Semi
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

200 North Avenue East | Westfield, New Jersey 07090 | Office 908.654.6666 | prominentproperties.com

Regional Offices Serving Northern and Central New Jersey

Living in New Jersey is a Genius DecisionTM

Each office is independently owned and operated

“Your Home is Where You Truly LIVE”

99991100 BBBaaaiiillleeeeeyyy Coouuurrtt, WWWeeesssttfffiiieelldd - $$$11,,999555000,,,00000000 86 Liinnndden Avenue, Metuchen - $1,299,00000

996 Hillside Avenue, Plaaiinnffiieelldd -- $$699,000 406 Pine Avennuue, GGaarrwwood - $4499,999

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

KEY GOAL AGAINST THE WARRIORS...Junior Jeremy Silber, center, scored a first-half goal in the North Jersey,
Section 2, Group 4 quarterfinal game against the third-seeded Watchung Hill Warriors. The Blue Devils won, 2-1, in OT.

Coach Shaw was faced with the di-
lemma of organizing the proper fit in
order to get maximum results.

Relying on the leadership of co-
captains Henry Schwartz, a senior,
and junior Andrew Echausse, Coach
Shaw’s primary concern was shoring
up the defense. So Echausse, an All-
UC Honorable Mention midfielder
last year, was shifted to the centerback
position.

“We did graduate last year a num-
ber of seniors, but we also knew that
we had a talented group of players
coming in the 2018 season. We also
knew that it would take some time for
us to figure out the best answer in
terms of personnel and where each
player fit into our style of play. Start-
ing Andrew as a centerback early on
in year was one solution but we also
wanted to get him into the midfield
where we think he is at his best,”
Coach Shaw explained.

As the season progressed, person-
nel did step up and so did the effi-
ciency of the defense with the vast
improvement of juniors Eric Ellner,
Elias Carayannopoulos, Ronit Rao
and Chris Giglio, along with sopho-
mores Jack Kelesoglu and Jeremy
Kornfeld.

“With Eric Ellner and Elias
Carayannopoulos stepping up and play-
ing well as centerback, that gave us that
opportunity to move Echausse into the
middle. We had great contributions from
our outside backs Ronit, Jack and Chris,
along with Jeremey Kornfield getting

some time,” Coach Shaw said.
By season’s end, the Blue Devils

recorded four shutouts, which included
a 0-0 tie with Summit, and were shutout
three times. Five of their losses were by
one goal. The Blue Devils outscored
opponents 26-22 and the leading scorer
was senior forward Evan Meade, who
netted 11 goals and added a pair of
assists. Schwartz had four goals and
three assists, and senior forward Devin
Caherly had three goals and six assists.
Senior midfielder Jeff Bennett finished
with two goals and an assist.

Rao and junior forward John
DeSena both contributed a goal and
an assist. Senior forward Brian Hinkel,
junior midfielder Jeremy Silber,
sophomore midfielder AJ Bertch and
freshman midfielder Max Rokhsar
each contributed one goal. Echausse
and Kelesoglu each added an assist.

At the last line of defense, senior
goalkeeper Julian Trott recorded 76
saves and freshman Ryan Friedberg
recorded 34 saves.

The most exciting games did come
toward the end of the season. Having
received the third seed, the Blue Dev-
ils defeated sixth-seeded Cranford in
two overtimes, 3-2, in the quarterfinal
round. Schwartz, Bennett and Meade,
with the winner, each scored once. The
UCT semifinal against the second-
seeded Raiders was about as tense as it
could get as the Blue Devils advanced
after an eight-round shootout. Bennett
scored the Blue Devils’ eighth penalty
kick. Meade scored their only goal

prior to the shootout.
The UCT championship game with

Union resulted in a 1-1 draw and Meade
scored Westfield’s only goal. Next
came the sectional tournament and the
sixth-seeded Blue Devils edged the
11th-seeded Columbia Cougars, 1-0,
in one overtime in the first round when
Rokhsar netted the winner.

Next came an absolutely impressive
performance by the Blue Devils in a 2-
1, overtime win against the third-seeded
Watchung Hills Warriors. Silber, on
Schwartz’s assist, scored in regulation
then Caherly, on Meade’s assist, scored
the game winner. The Blue Devils to-
tally dominated the first half and even
launched 11 corner kicks to prove it.

The Blue Devils’ season came to a
close when the second-seeded Eliza-
beth Minutemen broke a 1-1 tie with
a second-half goal in the sectional
semifinal. Meade scored on an assist
from Rao. The Minutemen went on to
win the title with a 2-1 victory over
Scotch Plains-Fanwood.

“Beating SPF in the county semifi-
nals was huge result since they had
the best of us in the previous two, and
winning the UCT for third year just
shows the development we made since
September. The state tournament run
was awesome as well. Beating Co-
lumbia then a good Watchung Hills
team on the road in overtime where
we felt we where the better team most
of the match continued to grow our
team’s confidence into the semifinal
verse Elizabeth,” Coach Shaw said.

David B. Corbin (Thanksgiving Day 2013) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

JARRING THE BALL LOOSE...Blue Devils Joe Scaglione, No. 68, Tom Anderson, No. 82, and Jackson Simcox, No. 44, jar
the ball from Plainfield Cardinal Steve Jones during the annual Thanksgiving Day game (2013).

Charles Mulrooney (November 23, 2017 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

A BROTHERS’ AFFAIR...Blue Devil senior offensive lineman Fran Alliegro, No.
60, hoists his brother, sophomore Tim Alliegro, No. 30, in the air after he scored
a touchdown against the Cardinals on Thanksgiving Day, 2017.

The 11-0 Blue Devils, who won
nine of the past 10 meetings, extended
their won/loss/tie record over the 2-8
Cardinals to 59-45-7.

Jack Shirk scored the Blue Devils’
first touchdown on a 10-yard recep-

tion in the first quarter. Kyle
Dombrowski had a seven-yard touch-
down reception in the second quarter
and the defense added a safety. Mike
Moriarty kicked a field goal, Matt
Varano had a 25-yard touchdown run

and Kyle Shirk returned an intercep-
tion 60 yards for a touchdown.

November 23, 2017: Three inter-
ceptions, five sacks and numerous
throws for losses on the part of the
Westfield High School defense drasti-
cally turned a slow offensive start into
a 37-7 rout in favor of the Blue Devils
at the Annual Thanksgiving Day Clas-
sic football game with the Plainfield
Cardinals at Gary Kehler Stadium in
Westfield. The 10-0 Blue Devils scored
touchdowns on three running plays –
two from sophomore running back
Tim Alliegro and one by sophomore
Nick Martini, – a seven-yard reception
by sophomore split end Griffin Rooney
and a 55-yard interception by senior
defensive back Stevie Barden, and
added a two-point safety.

The Blue Devils’ “usual suspects”
senior linemen co-captain Jake Vall-
Llobera, Rory McGovern and Joe
SanGiacomo and junior Noah Levy,
along with senior linebackers co-cap-
tains Shea Elliott and Jacob Dayon,
and Drew Ortiz and sophomore Will
Kessler were plugging the holes, sack-
ing the Cardinal quarterback and
throwing running back Antwan Spen-
cer for losses resulting in just 10 posi-
tive yards rushing.

Annual Thanksgiving Day Football Games;
A Thing of the Past but Some Still in Action
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UNICO HONOREE...Robert J. Tarte of Westfield UNICO, second from left,
receives the Millie Grazie (a thousand thanks) award for his contributions to
Italian heritage and culture and his dedication to anti bias. The award was
presented at the UNICO Eastern Regional meeting in Philadelphia on November
10. Pictured with Mr. Tarte, from left to right, are: James Scanneli, anti bias
chairman; Lee Norelli, national president, and Anthony Bengivenga, national
membership and retention director.

Dr. Timothy P. McCabe and Sean G.

Happy Halloween To
Our Heroes Abroad

Dr. Timothy McCabe and the staff
of Westfield Pediatric Dental Group
were joined by the children in our
local community in making sure our
troops overseas have a very Happy
Halloween. For the past 17 years,
Westfield Pediatric Dental Group has
been buying back Halloween candy
from children after Halloween and
sending it to our troops and the Holy
Trinity Food Pantry. Each box sent to
the troops contains candy, letters and
drawings from the children, tooth-
brushes, toothpaste and floss.

Each year more candy is collected
than the year before! This year we

collected 500 pounds! Westfield Pedi-
atric Dental Group pays the children
for the amount of candy they bring in.
The child that brings in the most candy
will win four tickets to go see a movie
of their choice. The parents receive
some peace of mind that their children
are not overloading on too much candy;
the soldiers are given a treat to show
everyone’s appreciation for their hard
work, dedication and sacrifice; and
families experiencing difficulties have
their day “sweetened.”

Paid Bulletin Board
goleader.com/form/bulletin

Training to Be Provided
In Suicide Intervention

MOUNTAINSIDE — Caring Con-
tact, a crisis hotline that serves North-
ern and Central New Jersey, will offer
Applied Suicide Intervention Skills
Training (ASIST) in Mountainside
the first weekend of December.

ASIST is an internationally-rec-
ognized, two-day interactive train-
ing program in suicide first-aid, de-
signed to provide trainees with the
hands-on skills to intervene in the
case of suicide. According to Caring
Contact, ASIST training is ideal for
people with a variety of backgrounds,
including first responders, teachers,
school administrators, social work-
ers, counselors, clergy, business man-
agers and parents.

The 16-hour course is being offered
in two eight-hour sessions. They will
take place on Saturday, December 1,
and Sunday, December 2, from 8:30
a.m. to 4:30 p.m. The training will be
held at Imagine, A Center for Coping

with Loss, located at 244 Sheffield
Street, Mountainside. Caring Contact
is offering the training for $200 for the
two-day program, and limited schol-
arships are available for young adult
participants. Breakfast and lunch will
be served. To learn more or to register,
visit caringcontact.org/training-regis-
tration/ or call (908) 301-1899.

Caring Contact is an award-win-
ning, volunteer-staffed caring and
crisis hotline providing active lis-
tening support and best-in-class edu-
cation to the Central and Northern
New Jersey community. The organi-
zation serves those in emotional dis-
tress and educates communities
about the power of personal connec-
tion. More than 100 trained volun-
teer listeners answered over 10,000
calls last year from people in crisis,
having suicidal thoughts or simply
feeling depressed and lonely.

Caring Contact is affiliated with
CONTACT USA, the National Sui-
cide Prevention Lifeline and the
American Association of Suicidol-
ogy. Anyone in crisis and in need of
someone to listen is encouraged to
call Caring Contact at (908) 232-
2880.To learn more, visit
caringcontact.org.

Library Staff Gets Training
In Mental Health First Aid

CRANFORD — On October 12
and 19, the Cranford Public Library
closed its doors from 1 to 5 p.m. to
train its staff in Mental Health First
Aid, conducted in partnership with
Caring Contact.

Public libraries are “open spaces”
where all individuals are welcome,
including those in distress. Library
Director Michael Maziekien saw
Mental Health First Aid as an op-
portunity to enrich the skill set of
his staff.

“Members of the library staff are
highly trained, compassionate, car-
ing and respectful individuals. They
work with people with widely di-
verse abilities and backgrounds,”
said Mr. Maziekien. “This training
was an opportunity for all members
of the staff to enhance their skills at
work and in their daily lives.”

Just as CPR helps those trained in
it to assist an individual having a
heart attack, Mental Health First
Aid enables a person to assist some-
one who is experiencing a mental
health or substance use-related cri-
sis. During the eight-hour course,
individuals learn risk factors and
warning signs for mental health and
addiction concerns, strategies for
how to help someone in both crisis
and non-crisis situations, and where
to turn for help.

Mental Health First Aid is de-
signed to take the fear and hesita-
tion out of starting conversations
about mental health and substance-
use problems by improving under-

standing and providing an action
plan that teaches people to safely
and responsibly identify and ad-
dress a potential mental illness or
substance-use disorder. All partici-
pants receive a nationally recog-
nized, three-year certification in
Mental Health First Aid.

Staff members at the library found
the training invaluable. “This train-
ing has opened my eyes about how
lives can actually be saved and that
there is a light at the end of the
tunnel,” stated Charlotte Darynai.
Mary Catherine Sudiak felt that the
training, “provided me with insights
into understanding mental health
situations that are prevalent in the
community.”

Funding for this training was pro-
vided by the Cranford Public Li-
brary, LibraryLinkNJ and donations
from Garretson Financial and the
Cranford Rotary Club. Caring Con-
tact is an award-winning, volun-
teer-staffed caring and crisis hotline
providing active listening support
and best-in-class education to the
Central and Northern New Jersey
community. Caring Contact is af-
filiated with CONTACT USA, a
member agency of the National Sui-
cide Prevention Lifeline and the
American Association of Suicidol-
ogy. Anyone in crisis and in need of
someone to listen is urged to call
(908) 232-2880. To learn more
about the educational and volunteer
opportunities at Caring Contact,
visit caringcontact.org.

CLASSIFIEDS

The Leader/Times Website Provides Robust Features to Assist You!
Subscribe to Our Papers

 Change Your Address

Submit a Paid Bulletin

Publish a Photo

 Place a Classified Ad

 Post Community News

List Your Organization

Place an Obituary Notice

Submit a Wedding Announcement

Search Past Editions

Place a Legal Notice

 Search Our Video Library

Goleader.com

OPEN
24 HOURS

Are you loving NJ Transit lately?

Westfield offices for lease:
• Located at 241 North Ave just steps from the train & bus.
• Handicap accessible including elevator and bathrooms.
• Newly renovated, well maintained with owner on-site.

• Several configurations available from a single room to 2,150 square ft.
• Parking available in lot 8, along the train tracks, through the town.

• Situated right next to the post office and close to shops at 608 Sherwood Pkwy.
• One oversized office with shared waiting room and kitchen.

• Great parking! Wonderful quiet location.
• Rent is $1,200 per month.

Mountainside office also available:

 Ask for Susannah or Bob or email Bob@fintax.com

Contact owner at 908-233-7900

Solution can be an office or satellite in
Westfield right at the train & bus station!

Office Space Available in

Westfield & Mountainside

WESTFIELD
Sunday, November 11, Andre Tho-

mas, 22, of Plainfield was arrested and
charged with shoplifting. A business
on the 200 block of West South Avenue
reported being the victim of a shoplift-
ing. Officers searching the area lo-
cated Thomas and he was subsequently
arrested through the course of the in-
vestigation. He was transported to po-
lice headquarters without incident.
Thomas was processed and turned over
to South Plainfield police due to two
outstanding criminal warrants from that
jurisdiction totaling $2,500. There also
was a Dunellen criminal warrant for
him for $500. Thomas was released
from Westfield on a summons.

Sunday, November 11, Dalia M.
Benjamin, 34, of Roselle was arrested
on an outstanding traffic warrant, in
the amount of $79, out of Roselle Bor-
ough Municipal Court. The arrest oc-
curred pursuant to a motor vehicle pur-
suit on the 400 block of West North
Avenue. Benjamin was transported to
police headquarters, processed and re-
leased after posting requisite bail.

SCOTCH PLAINS
Friday, November 9, a patrolman

responded to the 100 block of Wash-
ington Avenue on a report of a structure
fire. Upon his arrival he encountered a
heavy smoke condition in the rear of
the home and saw flames under the
roof of a small entranceway. He con-
firmed all occupants were safely out of
the home. The Scotch Plains Fire De-
partment responded and extinguished
the fire. Union County EMS, Union
County HazMat and the Fanwood Fire
Department also responded. No inju-
ries were reported.

Tuesday, November 13, Deborah
Nazaire, 25, of Hillside was arrested
on an outstanding warrant out of Scotch
Plains. She was processed at police
headquarters and released.

Tuesday, November 13, Jacqueline
N. Hubbard, 30, of North Plainfield was
arrested on an outstanding warrant out
of Scotch Plains. She was processed at
police headquarters and released.

Wednesday, November 14, the man-
agement of a Route 22 gas station
reported a theft of services. A cus-
tomer fled without paying for $20
worth of gas.

Thursday, November 15, Shaun P.
Williams, 18, of Rahway was arrested
and charged with possession of mari-
juana during a motor vehicle stop.
Williams was transported to police
headquarters and processed.

Sunday, November 18, a South
Plainfield resident reported a motor
vehicle burglary at a Martine Avenue
facility. The victim stated that her ve-
hicle window was broken and a purse
was taken from her vehicle. The matter
is under investigation.

Monday, November 19, Jahlil Gor-
don, 26, of Plainfield was arrested on
an outstanding warrant out of Plainfield
during a motor vehicle stop. Gordon
was transported to police headquarters
and processed.

FANWOOD
Tuesday, November 13, an officer

made a motor vehicle stop at Terrill
Road and East Second Street for a motor
vehicle violation. During the motor ve-
hicle stop, the officer observed the pas-
senger not wearing a seatbelt. When the
officer asked the passenger for identifi-
cation, the passenger was unable to
produce any. The passenger was brought
in to determine his identity. Once his
identity was confirmed, the passenger
was issued a summons and released. He
was identified as Alcider Ortega-
Uyhare, 33, of Newark.

Tuesday, November 13, a victim re-
ported that his motor vehicle was the
target of criminal mischief while it was
parked on the 250 block of South Av-
enue between 8:30 a.m. and 7:19 p.m.

Wednesday, November 14, at ap-
proximately 4 a.m., a business on the
30 block of South Martine Avenue was
burglarized by an unknown person.
The Fanwood Police are reviewing
surveillance video from the store and
surrounding areas.

CRANFORD
Wednesday, November 7, Brian

Darling, 41, of Cranford was arrested
and charged with possession of a con-
trolled dangerous substance (CDS) and
possession of drug paraphernalia after
police stopped a suspicious male riding
a bicycle in the area of Walnut Avenue
and Lenhome Drive. Following an in-
vestigation at the scene, police arrested
the bicyclist, Darling, on two active
warrants. In addition, Darling was ar-
rested for suspected cocaine and para-
phernalia in his possession. He was
processed and provided with a state
Superior Court appearance date.

Wednesday, November 7, Keith Selt-
zer, 38, of Spring Lake Heights was
arrested and charged with possession of
a CDS, possession of a hypodermic
syringe and possession of drug para-
phernalia following a motor vehicle stop
on the Garden State Parkway near the
136 Exchange for obstructing traffic.
Seltzer was arrested for suspected heroin
and a hypodermic syringe located on his
person. He was processed and provided
with a state Superior Court appearance
date. In addition, he was issued motor
vehicle summonses for obstructing traf-
fic and possession of a controlled dan-
gerous substance in a motor vehicle.

Thursday, November 8, Alberto
Martinez, 31, of New Brunswick was
arrested and charged with distribution
of a CDS, distribution of a CDS near
school property, possession of a CDS,
possession of drug paraphernalia and
resisting arrest following a motor ve-
hicle stop on Bloomingdale Avenue
near Sailer Street for tinted windows.
Following an investigation at the scene,
police arrested Martinez for suspected
heroin found inside the vehicle. He
was processed and provided with a
state Superior Court appearance date.
In addition, he was issued motor ve-
hicle summonses for tinted windows,
driving with a suspended license and
possession of a controlled dangerous
substance in a motor vehicle.

Friday, November 9, Kimberly
Dudash, 43, of Winfield was arrested
and charged with possession of a CDS
and possession of drug paraphernalia
after a 2007 Dodge was stopped on
Centennial Avenue and Hayes Street
for a brake lamp out. Following an
investigation at the scene, police ar-
rested a passenger, Dudash, for sus-
pected heroin found inside the vehicle.
She was processed and provided with a
state Superior Court appearance date.

WORKERS NEEDED

November through June,
Intergrow East, Ontario, NY needs
workers to perform top work and
cut leaves. Piece rate of $0.015
per 3 leafs/plant with guaranteed
hourly rate of $12.83 intended to
fill 12 temporary openings.
Guaranteed opportunity to work
¾ of total work days. Free housing
provided to out of area workers.
Work tools provided without cost.
One time transportation and
subsistence expenses to workers
who reside outside community
area after working 50% of contract
period.
Job Order # NY1272591
Please contact 877-466-9757 for
your nearest state Workforce
Agency office to apply for the job
opportunity.

Are you tired? Let me help you!
Experience & Excellent Work

Residential, Apartments,
Commercial, Offices

Free Estimates 100% Guaranteed
References Available

(908) 510-2542

DEYCI’S CLEANING SERVICES

FITNESS EQUIPMENT FOR SALE

Body By Jake FIRMFLEX Total
Body Trainer. Complete Workout
Exercise Machine. Space Saving
Design. Padded Bench.
Adjustable Height and Resistence.
Perfect For Home or Dorm!
Excellent Condition, $30.

Call (908) 654-6091

BARBER WANTED

Busy Barbershop in
Scotch Plains.

Part time or full time available
Please call (908) 322-8636

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF GARWOOD

PLANNING BOARD

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

In accordance with the ordinances of the
Borough of Garwood and the statutes of
the State of New Jersey, Notice is hereby
served that an application for develop-
ment, Application No. PB17-08 to be
located in Zone:  LI (Light Industrial), on
the premises known as the Address: 3
Lincoln Avenue, Garwood, New Jer-
sey, Block No. 211, Lot No. 11, has been
submitted by Applicant: DJB Holdings
LLC of 3 Lincoln Avenue, Garwood,
New Jersey.

Applicant seeks preliminary and final
site plan approval.

The applicant seeks the following relief:
1. “C1” Bulk Variance; building cover-

age requirement is 40%. The proposed
coverage is 24.3%.

2. Pre-existing non-conforming “C” vari-
ance for lot area; 30,000 square feet is
required; the existing lot area is 17,488
square feet.

3. Pre-existing non-conforming “C” vari-
ance for lot depth; 200 feet is required;
86.3 feet exists.

4. Pre-existing non-conforming “C” vari-
ance for rear set-back; 10 feet is required
4.6 feet exists.

5. Section 106-116B – Applicant seeks
variance from screening requirements for
off street area.

6. Section 106-116B(3) - Applicant seeks
variance from screening requirements for
outdoor storage areas.

7. Section 106-116C – Applicant seeks
variance from curbing requirement.

8. Section 106-116D (1) - Applicant seeks
variance from shade tree requirements.

9. Section 106-133 B, C, D – Applicant

seeks variance from lighting requirements.
10. Section 106-111C(3) – Applicant

seeks variance from outdoor storage re-
quirements.

11. Section 106-111C(2) – Applicant
seeks variance to allow storage of vehicles
in front yard; it is only permitted in side and
rear yard.

12. Section 106-131 – Off street parking.
Applicant seeks waiver from designating
an off-street loading space.

13. Section 106-142 – Applicant seeks
variance for setback for sign.

14. Section 106-142 – Applicant seeks
ground mounted sign and setback.

In addition, applicant requests any
variances, waivers or relief that the
Board may require.

The Garwood Zoning/Planning Board
will conduct a public hearing on this matter
on the following date: December 12, 2018
at 7:30 p.m. in the Borough of Garwood,
Council Chambers, Municipal Building
at 403 South Avenue, Garwood, New
Jersey 07027. Any person or persons
affected by this application will have an
opportunity to present any objections to
the proposed development. The Board
does, however, have the right to exclude
repetitious testimony.

All documents relating to this application
may be inspected by the public Monday
through Friday between the hours of 9:00
a.m. and 4:30 p.m. in the Garwood
Zoning/Planning Office, Borough of
Garwood, Municipal Building, 403
South Avenue, Garwood, New Jersey
07027.

Gary S. Goodman, Esq.
23 North Avenue East

Cranford, New Jersey 07016
Attorney for: DJB Holdings LLC

1 T - 11/22/18, The Leader Fee: $70.38

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD

ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

TAKE NOTICE that on the 19th day of
November, the Zoning Board of the Town-
ship of Cranford, in the County of Union
took the following actions:

1. Application ZBA-18-019: Adopted a
Resolution of Memorialization approving
the request of John Hartman, applicant, to
permit construction of a stacked dining/
living room addition where the corner of
the new first floor addition extends into the
front yard setback by 1’-1.44" along the
setback curve on the northeast corner of
the front yard. The required front yard
setback is 25 feet where 23.88 feet is
proposed, §255-34 Attachment 1, Sched-
ule 1 on Block 580 Lot 14 as designated on
the Township Tax Map, also known as 21
Omaha Drive in the R-4 Zone.

2. Application ZBA-18-022: Adopted a
Resolution of Memorialization approving
the request of David and Kristine Harris,
applicants, for their interpretation of the
zoning ordinance and definition of a “story”
to be defined as the levels which are on top
of one another (vertical stacked) including
garage level, on Block 158 Lot 2 as desig-
nated on the Township Tax Map, also
known as 79 Spruce Street in the R-4
Zone.

3.  Application ZBA-18-024: Granted
approval to Gary Palm, applicant, for a
C(2) variance for an increase in impervi-
ous coverage beyond the 35 percent maxi-
mum to 39.2 percent, §255-34, Attach-
ment 1, Schedule 1, on Block 132, Lot 5 as
designated on the Township Tax Map,
also known as 1052 Coolidge Street in the
R-2 zone.

Jeffrey Pistol
Board Secretary

1 T - 11/22/18, The Leader Fee: $38.25

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS

Under the terms of the “Open Public
Meetings Act P.L. 1975, C. 231, and pur-
suant to requirements of N.J.S.A 10: 4-10
of the Open Public Meetings Act, please
be advised that circumstances necessi-
tate amending the 2018 Meeting Sched-
ule of the Union County Board of Chosen
Freeholders.

The Board has a need to cancel the
Agenda Setting Session and Regular Meet-
ing of Thursday, November 29, 2018. Both
the Agenda Setting Session and Regular
Meeting will be rescheduled for Wednes-
day, November 28, 2018, commencing at
7:00PM.

For clarification purposes, both meet-
ings will be rescheduled for Wednes-
day, November 28, 2018; which is the
day before their originally scheduled date.

Persons requiring a sign language inter-
preter should contact the Office of the
Clerk of the Board at 908-527-4140.

James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 11/1/18, The Leader Fee: $23.97

PESNJ to Hold Annual
Holiday Party on Dec. 6

REGION — The Professional En-
gineers Society of North Jersey
(PESNJ) will hold their annual holi-
day party on Thursday, December 6,
at the Hibiscus Restaurant in
Morristown. A reception will begin
at 5:30 p.m. followed by dinner at
6:30 p.m.

Newly-elected PESNJ President
Peter Lindsay will give a short talk
about the New Jersey Statehouse reno-
vation. Plus PESNJ will celebrate an-
other good year together and install its
newly-elected officers.

RSVP is a must for all who plan to
attend. Respond to Rich Olsen at
ROlsenPE@att.net or (973) 765-
0337 by Monday, December 3.

Hibiscus is located in the Best
Western Hotel, 570 South Street,
Morristown. Visit the restaurant’s
website, hibiscuscuisine.com, for di-
rections and information.

Probitas Verus Honos
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This holiday season, give a gift
that keeps giving all year ...

a Leader/Times Gift Subscription !

Easily done online at:
www.goleader.com/form/subscribe_gift.htm

Or by Check, please cut out and mail this coupon.

Please send my gift subscription starting with the next issue.

The Westfield Leader The SP-F Times

One Year ($36) • Two Years ($68) • Three Years ($99)

Renew GiftNew Gift

Your Tel: Your Email:

Recipient Email:Recipient Tel:

Zip Code:City: State:

Recipient Addr:

Recipient Name:

The Westfield Leader & The Scotch Plains-Fanwood TIMES
PO Box 250, 251 North Avenue West, Westfield, NJ 07091

Tel: 908-232-4407 • Fax: 908-232-0473

Online-only

Your Name:

Make check payable to The Westfield Leader

Each of  52 editions include community
happenings, regional sports, editorial
commentary, arts & entertainment,
educational matters, birth and wedding
announcements, local merchant and
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Bailey Brown of Fanwood to
Perform in Macy’s Parade

MARCH ON...The Marching Royal Dukes of James Madison University march
in Bridgeforth Stadium at James Madison University before a recent football
game. Bailey Brown of Fanwood, a member of the 2018 Marching Royal Dukes of
James Madison University, will travel to New York City with the marching band
to perform in the 92nd annual Macy's Thanksgiving Day Parade.

FANWOOD -- Bailey Brown of
Fanwood, a member of the 2018
Marching Royal Dukes of James
Madison University, will travel to
New York City with the marching
band to perform in the 92nd annual
Macy's Thanksgiving Day Parade.

Mr. Brown, class of and majoring
in undecided, plays in the band's Per-
cussion - Tenor section.

The JMU band is one of only three
college bands that were invited to
perform. The Marching Royal Dukes
were selected from more than 100
applications sent to Macy's Parade's

Committee. This is the band's fourth
appearance in the parade. They pre-
viously performed in the 2001, 2008,
and 2013 parades.

The Marching Royal Dukes date
to 1972 when JMU established a
football program. Membership in
the band is open to all JMU stu-
dents, regardless of their academic
majors.

The band performs at all home
football games, travels to select
away games and represents JMU at
local and regional high-school ex-
hibitions and community events.

A SECOND CHANCE...Some of the 250 toys collected by Evergreen School  in
Scotch Plains are loaded for transport to Vince Lombardi Center for Hope in
Newark, NJ by 1-800-GOT-JUNK? This is Evergreen’s 10th year participating
in collecting gently used plastic toys for Second Chance Toys. This donation will
bring in the 300,000 toy donated by the organization.

An O. Henry Christmas
To be Presented at PCW

WESTFIELD – Little Black Sheep
Productions and the Presbyterian
Church in Westfield have announced
the upcoming performances of An
O. Henry Christmas to be presented
on November 30 and December 1 at
the Presbyterian Church in Westfield.
“This wonderful, heart-warming mix
of four O. Henry stories, including
the well- known short story ‘Gift of
the Magi’ will put people in the
Christmas spirit,” director/producer
Lisa Black said.

The show features Fred Dennehy
of Cranbury, Sharon McGuire of
Westfield, Katy Cockrell of
Fanwood, Maureen Brady of
Cranford, Ryan Fleming of South
Brunswick, Scott Avery of Oldwick
and Barry Leonard of Monroe Town-
ship.

The setting is Christmas Eve 1893
in New York City. A group of rag tag

homeless friends living in a railroad
yard are visited by “O.P.,” an enig-
matic storyteller who promises to
ignite the spirit of Christmas by tell-
ing a few tales in exchange for food
and company. The catch? They have
to act out the stories.

Both performances, held at the
Westminster Hall of The Presbyte-
rian Church in Westfield at 140
Mountain Avenue, begin at 7:30 p.m.
Tickets are $15 per person and are
available at the door.  Cash, checks
and credit cards are accepted.  There
is free parking available behind the
sanctuary building.

Profits from the show will go to
the Mission Commission of the Pres-
byterian Church of Westfield to help
support Agape, the soup kitchen in
Elizabeth and FISH, a program that
provides temporary housing for fami-
lies in Union County.

Open Auditions Set for
WCP’s On Borrowed Time

WESTFIELD — Westfield Com-
munity Players will be holding open
auditions in December for the drama,
On Borrowed Time by Paul Osborn.
All roles are open. It is being directed
by Linda Viel.

Audition dates are as follows:
Monday, December 10, only chil-
dren, from 4:30 to 6:30 p.m.; only
adults from 7 to 9 p.m.; Wednesday,
December 12, only children from 4:30
to 6:30 p.m.; only adults from 7 to 9

p.m.; Saturday, December15, new
auditions for children and adults from
10 a.m. to 1 p.m.

The cast consists of seven to nine
males between the ages of 10 to 89;
three females between the ages of 20
to 89.

Those who wish to audition can see
the character descriptions by visit-
ing: http://
www.westfieldcommunityplayers.org/
WCPauditions.html.

Production dates are March 9, 16,
22, 23, 2019, at 8 p.m.; March 17,
2019, at 2 p.m.

Free Publishing Event for
Ntl. Novel Writing Month

FANWOOD -- In celebration of
National Novel Writing Month,
NaNoWriMo, Candace Waller will
be facilitating a Write That Book Now
self-publishing presentation at 6:30
p.m. on Tuesday, November 27, at the
Fanwood Public Library. This event
is free and open to the public.

This interactive workshop will an-
swer questions about self-publish-
ing. In 2016, Ms. Waller partici-
pated in a NaNoWriMo event that
resulted in her publishing her novel,
“What Goes Around Comes

Around.” She is working on a sequel
to this book, “Good Things Come”
for this year's event. She will be
providing tips on how to finish your
novel, book marketing and the im-
portance of writing groups.

Ms. Waller has written hundreds of
articles in various newspapers and
magazine including Black Enterprise
magazine. She has worked in the pub-
licity department of several New York
book publishers and has a master’s
degre in digital publishing from New
York University.

Courtesy of Susan Peterson
YOUTH SYMPHONY...The New Jersey Youth Symphony Fortissimo Flutes,
Clarinet Ensemble, and Youth Orchestra, pictured here, conducted by Simon
Lipskar, performed at the Union County Performing Arts Center in Rahway on
November 11 as part of its 40th anniversary season.

Veterans Honored in
Westfield Public Schools

WESTFIELD -- Students and staff
across the Westfield Public School Dis-
trict honored the nation’s military vet-
erans on November 12 with assemblies
and other commemorations to thank
them for their service and sacrifice.

“We should not forget how difficult it
must be for them to leave their families
and put themselves in harm’s way,” said
Andrea Hanchuk, a seventh grader at
Roosevelt Intermediate School, who
spoke briefly at the school’s 20th An-
nual Veterans Day Honor Ceremony,
“Freedom is not free.”

James Pressman, a U.S. Army cap-
tain, aviator and platoon leader dur-
ing the Vietnam War, was a special
guest at the Roosevelt assembly,
which also included impressive stu-
dent instrumental and vocal perfor-
mances of patriotic tunes.

Colorful signs in red, white and blue
adorned the gymnasium walls at Edison
Intermediate School as patriotic med-
leys also were performed by the eighth-
grade band and chorus there.  A video
presentation paid tribute to relatives
of students and staff who are veterans.
Westfield High School Principal Der-
rick Nelson, who has served in the
U.S. Army Reserves for more than 20
years, addressed the gathering as did
Principal Matthew Bolton.

“This is one of the most significant
periods in your life,” Mr. Bolton told
the students and invited guests,  who
included other veterans. “You will
decide the kind of person you want to
be. And there are no better role mod-
els than our veterans.”

Both intermediate assemblies ob-
served the Presentation of Colors by
members of the Combat Logistics
Batallion 25, 4th Marine Logistics
Group from Red Bank.

Students at Wilson and Franklin
Elementary Schools were among

those who heard stories of service
and sacrifice from veterans as did
McKinley students, where first grad-
ers invited their grandfathers and other
members of the family who served in
the armed forces.

“Be always faithful to yourself, your
country, your family and your faith,”
said one former Marine as he quoted
“Semper Fidelis” (Always Faithful),
the Latin motto of the United States
Marine Corps. “If you do that, you
will succeed.”

Local Student to Play
In Drum Ensemble

SCOTCH PLAINS -- McDaniel
College student Jacqueline
Fahrenholz of Scotch Plains will per-
form in the Student African Drum
Ensemble on Thursday, November
29, at 7 p.m. The performance, which
is free and open to the public, takes
place in Decker Center Forum at
McDaniel College, 2 College Hill,
Westminster, Md.

The group is under the direction of
McDaniel music faculty member Pape
Demba "Paco" Samb, a Senegalese griot.

The event also features the Super
Ngewel African Drum and Dance En-
semble. The ensemble performs tra-
ditional Senegalese rhythms on au-
thentic handmade instruments while
incorporating dance and storytelling.

For more information about the
performance, call (410) 857-2599.
Visit www.mcdaniel.edu/music for
more information about the college
and the music department.

World Children’s Choir
To Sing Sunday

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Chil-
dren of the World choir will be per-
forming at Evangel Church in Scotch
Plains on Sunday, November 25 at 7
p.m. as part of a 2018-2019 Refuge +
Strength tour, which will take them
all over the U.S. telling stories of
refugee children/families and raising
awareness of the challenges that they
face. Children of the World is an
international children’s choir founded
by humanitarian organization World
Help. This year, the children have
come as far as Uganda and Nepal.
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    convenient care,  
           right at home.

8000 Fellowship Road  |  Basking Ridge, NJ 07920
877-708-1121

Fellowship Village Helping Hands Home Care brings you the 
care you need, right to your home. Our certified home health 
aides can help in so many ways. From medication management 
and transportation, to assistance with bathing and dressing.  
Our certified home health aides are available for hourly or live-in 
assistance. Even if it’s just a little help with light housekeeping  
and laundry, it may be all you need to keep living well — in  
your own home.

Explore our new website! 
FellowshipSeniorLiving.org

Join us for our 55th season! 

November 30 | 7:30 PM
December 2* | 1:00 PM

Featuring local children as “Rahway Community Mice”

* Sensory-Friendly performance

The sensory friendly performance is made possible by the Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders. 

we`print`holiday`cards

Westfield High School Drama
Department Tackles Absurdism

By SUSAN MYRILL DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — Audiences might
have left the theater at Westfield High
School (WHS) on Thursday, Friday
and Saturday nights humming,
“What’s all about, Alfie?” because
the multi-layered Tom Stoppard play
Rosencrantz and Guildenstern are
Dead is confounding at times. But
there wasn’t a person who couldn’t
appreciate the talent and work that
went into presenting the absurdist
play. Absurdist theater from the 1950s
and 1960s turns on the concept that
the human situation is essentially de-

void of purpose. Humanity struggles,
vainly, to make meaning in this life
and to control its fate. It’s no wonder,
then, that Stoppard plays leave the
audience with a laundry list of ques-
tions. It’s what this play does. And
boy, did this company of actors ever
do a superlative job with it.

An hour before the Saturday night
performance, stage manager Mark
Johnson, with the help of director Daniel
Devlin, practiced the curtain call in-
volving the crew members. After that,
Josh Saxon, assistant technical director
of the set construction crew, silently
mopped the stage’s floor. The lighting

and sound crew (under the able direc-
tion of Jack Frankola and Matthew
DiFabio) had assembled at the theater
three hours before the curtain rose.
Weeks before that, Roy Chambers, the
visionary scenic designer, spent count-
less hours with his stagecraft class build-
ing the impressive set.

When the curtain opened, the two
remaining characters in Shakespeare’s
play Hamlet, Rosencrantz (Abbie
Painter) and Guildenstern (Julia Salvato),
are on the stage. These two characters
drive the show -- and the two gals play-
ing those male title roles drive like
NASCAR champion Mario Andretti.

But before the show could start,
warm-ups begin. The cast and crew
members collectively went through
theater exercises like “Ducks fly to-
gether” as part of an energy inducing
activity. Then the two leads talked
about their personal preferences in
preparing for the marathon of two
and a half hours of dialogue. Julia
said she likes to stretch, do deep
breathing, meditation and hydrate.
“It may sound silly,” she shared, “but
I like to think happy thoughts as I
visualize and go over my lines.” The
memorization that those two mas-
tered was truly mind-boggling.

Abbie said that she also hydrates be-
fore each rehearsal and show because of
the constant talking that they do. “I’m a
little more social. I walk around and
focus on my emotions as I talk to cast
members and then recall some of that
emotion to use onstage,” she said.

The actor playing Horatio, junior
Vincent Mora, sat quietly after the
group warm ups while chaos sur-
rounded him. “I like to go off into my
separate space for the most part,” he

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader and The Times
TOUCH UP…Before the curtain goes up on Saturday night at Westfield High
School’s presentation of Rosencrantz and Guildenstern are Dead, Emma Herber
as Polonius, right, applies more eye shadow to Katie Ceraso who plays Ophelia
while Lily Paone, dressed as Gertrude the queen, is occupied on her phone.

said. Others stared at their phones.
Emma Herber (Polonius) touched up
Katie Ceraso’s (Ophelia) makeup.
Quiet hushed the packed room of
students when director Devlin stepped
in to address the cast and crew on
Saturday night. “This is really diffi-
cult stuff (the substance of the play)
and you should be proud,” Mr. Devlin
said. He reminded them of the chal-
lenges of being a championship team
(with individual and group accolades
for their past performances). “We keep
our egos in check in this space – no
superstars,” Mr. Devlin said.

He continued, “Your opportunity
here in this place is where you can
learn and shine.” Mr. Devlin thanked
the seniors who stuck with the pro-
gram despite not getting a starring,
longed-for role. After thanking the
behind-the-scenes crew members and
their chairs and heads, Mr. Devlin
expressed hope for the teens. “Keep
making decisions to do what you love
and be with the people you love, for
those are the things that matter most
in life,” Mr. Devlin said.

In the play, the title characters ask
themselves “What are we doing here?”
While they journey to see Hamlet,
they never can remember their own
names, they question everyone and
everything. The audience may have
scratched their heads in wonder at
Stoppard’s play at times, yet there was
no doubt that learning to ask questions
along life’s journey -- for people of all
ages - is always beneficial.

Photo by Susan M. Dougherty
Stage manager senior Mark Johnson,
left, speaks to a crew member.

NJWA Musical Groups Fill
The Air with Holiday Music

ENTERTAINING SHOPPERS...The New Jersey Workshop for the Arts Holiday
Brass Quintet will stroll downtown Westfield to entertain holiday shoppers and
visitors on Small Business this Saturday, November 24 from 2:30 to 4:30 p.m.
Pictured are Rup Chattopadhyay, Margaret Schantz, Florian Schantz, Ted
Schlosberg and Lowell Schantz.

This Weekend in
Downtown Westfield
WESTFIELD -- Downtown

Westfield will offer free shopper park-
ing all day on Friday, November 23,
and Saturday, November 24. On Sat-
urday, Santa and Mrs. Claus will be
strolling downtown from 10 a.m. to
noon; Yuletide Carolers, 1 to 2 p.m.,
For Stories, 1:30 to 3 p.m., and The
Harmonics, 3 to 5 p.m., will be sing-
ing throughout downtown, and NJ
Workshop for the Arts Brass Quintet
will be playing throughout downtown
from 2:30 to 4:30 p.m.

WESTFIELD -- With the approach
of the holiday season, residents, visi-
tors and shoppers will experience the
beautiful sounds of the season as they
are entertained by the New Jersey Work-
shop for the Arts (NJWA) in Westfield.

On Small Business Saturday, No-
vember 24, the Holiday Brass Quin-
tet will be strolling the streets of down-
town from 2:30 to 4:30 p.m. This
musical group, whose members in-
clude Ted Schlosberg, NJWA founder
and executive director; Lowell
Schantz, Florian Schantz, Margaret
Schantz and Rup Chattopadhyay, will
also play on Sundays, December 2, 9
and 16, during the same time period.

The Alphorn Ensemble, whose mem-
bers include Dr. Schlosberg, Martina
Struck, William Carter, Dana Sylvander,
Rudy Rollick, David Freese and stu-
dent alphornist Michael Krickushin will
recreate the sounds of the alps on Satur-
days, from 2:30 to 3:30 p.m. on Decem-
ber 1, 8, 15 and 22, on the corner of East
Broad and Elm Streets.

Dr. Schlosberg studied the alphorn
at the Alphorn Academy in Montreux,
Switzerland, performed for the Swiss

Mission at the United Nations, the New
York Stock Exchange, Ricola USA and
various festivals throughout the East
Coast. He commented that, “The soul
of the alphornist is revealed in the inter-
pretation of the selected music.”

For more information about the
NJWA, visit their studio at 150-152
East Broad Street in Westfield, phone
(908) 789-9696, log on to
www.njworkshopforthearts.com.
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Thanksgiving Day Football Games; Thing of the Past, Some Still Active
From the archives of The

Westfield Leader and The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times. All can
be researched at goleader.com

November 28, 1998: A make-
or-break tackle by Nygiem
Calhoun in the final seconds of
the game allowed Union to hold
on for a 21-20 win over the gal-
lant Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School team in Union.

Raider quarterback Joe
Franzone hit receiver Blair Wood-
ward for two touchdown passes,
one which was with 27 seconds
left in the game to force the final
Farmer stand. Woodward’s other

TD catch was a 67-yard gallop in
the first quarter. Running back
Nathan Jones had a nine-yard TD
run. Jim Feeley, Dave Herrmann,
Dan Loomis and Scott Paterson
made key tackles.

November 25, 1999: The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School football team plowed over
the 17-ranked Union Farmers,
27-13, in the Annual Thanksgiv-
ing Classic in Scotch Plains. Se-
nior standout Nathan Jones
rushed for 169 yards and three
TDs and junior Gary Cousar re-
turned an interception 59 yards
for a TD.

November 23, 2000: The
Raider football team stomped
Union 34-14 in Union. Senior
halfback Clifton Freshwater
reeled out TD runs of five yards
and 52 yards to give the 8-3
Raiders a 27-0 lead. The “Wild
Dogs” held the Farmers to just
14 yards total rushing but did
allow 146 yards passing – one a
65-yard touchdown pass to Ron
Booker.

Junior quarterback Brian
Schiller hit 8-for-12 passing for
129 yards, including a 47-yard
TD strike to tight end Andrew
Pavoni early in the second quar-
ter. Schiller also hooked six yards
around the right end for another
score. Kyle Adams returned a
punt 41 yards for a TD.

November 22, 2001: “This is
what Thanksgiving Day football
is all about,” said Blue Devil Head
Coach Ed Tranchina just after
senior quarterback Louis Mercer
smashed into the end zone on a
fourth-and-goal situation from
the one with 45 seconds remain-
ing to give the Westfield High
School football team a 24-21
lead and the eventual win over 7-
3 Plainfield in the annual Thanks-
giving Day game before a mon-
ster crowd at Gary Kehler Sta-
dium in Westfield. The victory in
the rivalry, which began in 1900,
gave Westfield a 49-41-7 edge
over the Cardinals.

In order to prepare a fine tur-
key dinner on Thanksgiving Day,
it requires a great cook and se-
nior wide receiver/safety Jay
Cook was quite a chef as he fired
a 55-yard touchdown pass to

junior tight end Brian Butts,
burned the Cardinals with sev-
eral superb punts, added a nice
touch with a partially blocked a
punt and sewed up the victory
with his seventh interception of
the season, tying a WHS record.

November 28, 2002: Under-
dogs can be very dangerous,
especially if they are expected to
lie down at the cleats of the No.
1 rated team in Union County.
Whoops! The hosting Elizabeth
High School football boys failed
to realize that they were dealing
with the “Wild Dogs” of Scotch
Plains-Fanwood instead of pup-
pies and the result was a 33-6
thrashing on the artificial turf at
Williams Field on Thanksgiving
Day.

Senior backup quarterback
Markell Harrison completed four

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

David B. Corbin (Thanksgiving 2002 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
RAIDER ‘WILD DOGS’, NOT CHIHUAHUAS...The Raider defense forced Minuteman quarter-
back Jamar Talbert, No. 14, to understand why they are known as the “Wild Dogs”. The Raiders had
the Minutemen on the run all morning on Thanksgiving Day (2002).

Charles Mulrooney (November 23, 2017 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

A BROTHERS’ AFFAIR...Blue Devil senior offensive lineman Fran Alliegro, No. 60, hoists his
brother, sophomore Tim Alliegro, No. 30, in the air after he scored a touchdown against the Cardinals
on Thanksgiving Day, 2017.
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of seven passes for 69 yards,
including respective touchdown
passes of 23 yards (wide re-
ceiver Josh Wexler) and six yards
(Charlie Bachi), and engineered
an offensive machine that also
chewed up 321 yards on the
ground, which included three
rushing TDs, against the bewil-
dered Minutemen. Senior run-
ning back Kyle Adams had 17
carries for 174 yards, which in-
cluded a 32-yard TD scoot, a
two-point rushing conversion and
gallops of 50 and 58 yards. Jun-
ior running back Kyle Baker car-
ried 16 times for 125 yards, in-
cluding a 32-yard dash, and had
respective TD runs of three yards
and five yards.

November 27, 2003: Not able
to score against the Blue Devils’
defense, the visiting Cardinals
got a 93-yard punt return for a
touchdown from Dante Harvey
and were awarded a safety on a
bad snap to nip Westfield, 9-7, in
their 99th Turkey Day meeting.

Fifteen penalties were exercised
– 11 against Westfield for 82
yards. Junior running back Tom
DelDuca (91 yards on eight car-
ries) initiated the Blue Devils’
only touchdown drive with a 37-
yard sprint, assisted by senior
Tyshon Blackmon’s fine block,
and quarterback Jan Cocozziello
took it in from the two.

November 27, 2003: The
Elizabeth football team found out
first hand that the “Wild Dogs” of
Scotch Plains-Fanwood can de-
liver vicious defensive bites that
resulted in a 6-0 Raider shutout
and a school record 10th victory
of the season before an exuber-
ant crowd in Scotch Plains on
Thanksgiving Day. Junior quar-
terback Dan LaForge completed
two of four passes for 56 yards,
including a 22-yard touchdown
pass to senior wide receiver Mike
Walker. Senior John Liss made a
diving circus catch that netted
34 yards and senior cornerback
Matt Powers broke up a touch-

down pass with less than two
minutes remaining

November 25, 2004: Turkey
was going to be much tastier for
running back Aaron Hale and his
Cardinal teammates when the
Plainfield football team ripped
Westfield, 40-0, at Hub Stine
Field in Plainfield on Thanksgiv-
ing Day in the 100th showdown
between the two foes, which
dates back to 1900. The drudg-
ing was the most points scored

by one team since Westfield won
42-25 in 2000 and the most lop-
sided victory since Westfield Head
Coach Gary Kehler’s 1969 and
1970 teams won 45-0 and 49-6,
respectively.

November 25, 2004: Hurt but
hungry “Wild Dogs” became very
dangerous and the 11th ranked
Elizabeth football team eventu-
ally realized it when the hosting
Raiders emerged with a 13-12
upset victory on Thanksgiving
Day. Senior quarterback Dan
LaForge completed 11 of 26
passes for 170 yards, including
respective TD passes of 20 yards
and 61 yards to senior wide re-
ceiver/safety Sean Smith

Thanksgiving Day 2005: An
effort to make it four Thanksgiv-
ing Day victories in a row over
powerhouse Elizabeth ended for
the Raiders football team as vis-
iting Elizabeth grabbed a 27-0
victory. Senior linebacker Nick
Giannaci had a team-high, 13
tackles.

Thanksgiving Day 2005: Big
plays have decided the outcome
of a number of Thanksgiving Day
showdowns between the
Westfield High School football
team and Plainfield. The 101st
meeting was highlighted by one
huge 67-yard touchdown run and
a hit just inches from the goal
line that prevented a touchdown,
eventually leading to a 9-0 Car-
dinal victory before a massive
crowd at Kehler Stadium. Blue
Devil safety Marcus Allen Gra-
ham recorded his ninth intercep-
tion of the season to break the
all-time WHS season record of
eight set by Jan Cocozziello in
2003.

November 25, 2006: Senior
running back George Cornell
picked the right time to have his
best game when the Blue Devil
football team defeated Plainfield,
17-7, in the Annual Thanksgiving
Day Classic that was actually held
on November 25 at Hub Stine

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

Fred Lecomte (Thanksgiving Day 2004) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
HUNGRY WILD DOGS AFTER TURKEY…The Raider “Wild Dogs” defense smothers a Minute-
man running back during the Thanksgiving Day Classic (2004). The Raiders defeated the Minutemen
for the third straight year.

Fred K. Lecomte (November 24, 2007) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BURSTING THROUGH THE LINE…Raider running back Andrew Brockel, No. 33, attempts to
pick up big yardage while linebacker Marcus Green, No. 21, and defensive lineman Michael Alleman
clear away several Minutemen. Brockel scored on a one-yard touchdown (Thanksgiving Day 2007).
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Field in Plainfield. Cornell, who
normally would carry seven to
eight times per game but mostly
block for Malcolm Allen, rushed
19 times for 121 yards, including
a one-yard touchdown (TD)
plunge to seal the victory. Addi-
tionally, he had several key runs
for first downs, including a 30-
yard gallop that set up his TD
bash.

November 22, 2007: Eliza-
beth and the Raider football
teams played inspired football
but the Minutemen came out on
top, 39-24, in Scotch Plains on
Thanksgiving Day. Quarterback
Mike Chervenyak completed 21
of 32 passes for 217 yards, in-
cluding (TD) passes of 34 yards
to wide receiver J.J. D’Agostaro
and 16 yards to fullback Marcus
Green. Andrew Brockel added a
one-yard TD.

November 22, 2007: Senior
running back Malcolm Allen
cashed in on touchdown (TD)

runs of one yard, five yards and
three yards, and junior wide re-
ceiver Chris Sheehan turned a
pass from quarterback Tony
DiIorio into a 27-yard TD to give
the Blue Devil football team just
enough points to hold off
Plainfield, 28-27, in the annual
Thanksgiving Day classic at Gary
Kehler Stadium.

November 27, 2008: Four big
touchdown (TD) runs from half-
back Raymond Graham opened
the door for a 48-20 Elizabeth
victory over the Raider football
team in the Thanksgiving rivalry
at Williams Field in Elizabeth.
Senior halfback Anthony Taylor
rumbled for 148 yards on 24
carries, which included a pair of
two-yard TD runs. Senior full-
back/linebacker Marcus Green
chugged 71 yards on 10 carries,
including a three-yard TD run.

November 27, 2008: Numer-
ous key defensive plays, a five-
yard touchdown (TD) run and a
pair of breakaway TD runs from
senior halfback Ricardo Johnson
was just enough for the Blue
Devil football team to absorb two
fourth-quarter TDs by Plainfield
in a 21-19 victory in the annual
Thanksgiving Day classic at Hub
Stine Field.

Raider Thanksgiving Day
Games ended after 2008.

November 26, 2009: Resil-
ience from a disappointing loss
to Phillipsburg took only five days,
as the Blue Devil football team
feasted on the Cardinals of
Plainfield, 26-6, in the Annual
Thanksgiving Day Classic at Gary
Kehler Stadium. Junior quarter-
back Danny Kerr came out firing
and used five different receivers
to complete 12 of 16 pass at-
tempts for 104 yards, including
an 11-yard touchdown (TD) to
Pat Gray, in the first half. Kerr

was 3-for-3 for 33 yards, includ-
ing an eight-yard TD to Aiden
Scanlon, in the third quarter.
Running back Joe Ondi scored a
TD on a four-yard slant. Junior
running back A.J. Murray scored
on a nine-yard bash.

November 24, 2011: Several
school records were broken or
extended, but Chad Jno-Lewis’
two-point conversion in the first
quarter would come back to haunt
the Westfield High School foot-
ball team as the Plainfield Cardi-
nals managed to pull off a 22-21,
come-from-behind victory in the
Annual Thanksgiving Day classic
at Gary Kehler Stadium in
Westfield on November 24.

Blue Devil senior running back
James O’Rourke broke Dave
Reitze’s 1960 record of 249 car-
ries in a season when he scooted
into the end zone for Westfield’s
second touchdown. O’Rourke fin-
ished with 19 carries for 117
yards, which included a 64-yard

touchdown run, to bring his sea-
son total to 259 carries.

O’Rourke also broke Jan
Cocozziello’s career interception
total of 12, which he reached in
2003, when he snagged Cardinal
quarterback Dii’Jon Allen-
Jordan’s pass in the third quar-
ter. That interception also tied
Marcus Allen Graham’s season
total of nine that he set in 2005
also against Plainfield.

November 28, 2013: Offense
was nearly nonexistent for the
Plainfield High School Cardinals
thanks to a consistently crunch-
ing effort by the Westfield Blue
Devils’ defense in a 34-0 stuffing
in the annual Thanksgiving Day
football showdown at Gary Kehler
Stadium in Westfield on Novem-
ber 28. The 6-4 Blue Devils lim-
ited the Cardinals to 16 rushing
yards in the first half and 57 in
the second half. Cardinal quar-
terback Jon Roldan completed

David B. Corbin (Thanksgiving Day 2011) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SURROUNDED BY CARDINALS…Blue Devil Peter Ondi, No. 27, tries to work his way around
several Cardinal defenders in the Annual Thanksgiving Day Classic. The Cardinals won, 22-21,
(November 24, 2011.

Fred Lecomte (Thanksgiving Day 2005) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BRINGING DOWN A MINUTEMAN…Raiders Rob Ventura, No. 53, Dan Ragan, No. 84, Jason
Zelesnik, No. 82, and Max Carow, No. 18, team bring down a Minuteman during the Thanksgiving
Day 2005 football game.
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two of three passes in the first
half for two yards and two of six
in the second half for 15 yards.

Blue Devil senior running back
Eugene Rawles stacked another
189 rushing yards on 28 carries,
including respective touchdown
(TD) runs of five, 37 and nine
yards, onto his career totals.
Rawles also had an eight-yard
reception. Quarterback Chris
Hogge, who was intercepted
once, completed six of 10 passes
for 97 yards, including an eight-
yard TD strike to flanker Dylan
Elliott, who finished with two re-
ceptions for 54 yards. Tight end
Dave Kane had three receptions
for 35 yards.

November 26, 2015: One
team came prepared to play while
the offense of the other was still
in somewhat of a slumber, but
the Westfield High School foot-
ball team got its offense together
just before halftime and, with
the help of its defense, rolled on

to a 33-6 victory over Plainfield
in the Annual Thanksgiving Day
game at Gary Kehler Stadium in
Westfield. The 11-0 Blue Devils,
who won nine of the past 10
meetings, extended their won/
loss/tie record over the 2-8 Car-
dinals to 59-45-7.

Jack Shirk scored the Blue Dev-
ils’ first touchdown on a 10-yard
reception in the first quarter.
Kyle Dombrowski had a seven-
yard touchdown reception in the
second quarter and the defense
added a safety. Mike Moriarty
kicked a field goal, Matt Varano
had a 25-yard touchdown run
and Kyle Shirk returned an inter-
ception 60 yards for a touch-
down.

November 23, 2017: Three
interceptions, five sacks and nu-
merous throws for losses on the
part of the Westfield High School
defense drastically turned a slow
offensive start into a 37-7 rout in
favor of the Blue Devils at the

Annual Thanksgiving Day Classic
football game with the Plainfield
Cardinals at Gary Kehler Sta-
dium in Westfield. The 10-0 Blue
Devils scored touchdowns on
three running plays – two from
sophomore running back Tim
Alliegro and one by sophomore
Nick Martini, – a seven-yard re-
ception by sophomore split end
Griffin Rooney and a 55-yard in-
terception by senior defensive
back Stevie Barden, and added a
two-point safety.

The Blue Devils’ “usual sus-
pects” senior linemen co-captain
Jake Vall-Llobera, Rory McGovern
and Joe SanGiacomo and junior
Noah Levy, along with senior line-
backers co-captains Shea Elliott
and Jacob Dayon, and Drew Ortiz
and sophomore Will Kessler were
plugging the holes, sacking the
Cardinal quarterback and throw-
ing running back Antwan Spen-
cer for losses resulting in just 10
positive yards rushing.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

FROM BEGINNING TO END...The Blue Devils and Cardinals had relatively clean uniforms, on left, at the beginning of the Annual Thanksgiving Day football game at Hub Stein Field in Plainfield, but
as the game progressed, the event turned into the “Slop Bowl” and neither team could get enough traction to score in regulation. The Blue Devils finally managed to score in overtime to scoop up a 6-0
victory.

David B. Corbin (Thanksgiving Day 2013) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

JARRING THE BALL LOOSE...Blue Devils Joe Scaglione, No. 68, Tom
Anderson, No. 82, and Jackson Simcox, No. 44, jar the ball from Steve Jones
(Thanksgiving Day 2013 in Westfield).
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By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – Councilwoman
Stephanie Bianco, at Thursday’s
borough council meeting, pro-
posed a resolution be drafted
with eventual bipartisan approval
declaring Garwood’s status as a
non-sanctuary city. Ms. Bianco
said adopting a resolution de-
claring Garwood a non-sanctu-
ary city would suggest Garwood’s
police department is willing to
cooperate with federal authori-
ties after detaining an illegal im-
migrant. The detention or coop-
eration with federal authorities
would take place after the illegal
immigrant has been apprehended
by the police department for a
crime or for an outstanding war-
rant.

Ms. Bianco stated that both
Republican council and Demo-
crat council members “have
voiced opposition to sanctuary
cities” in previous discussions.
Ms. Bianco said the council must
“turn our words into action.”

Councilwoman Jennifer
Blumenstock said while she does
not disagree with the resolution,
“I think they (Garwood police
department) already do that.”

Police Chief James Wright said
the Garwood Police Department
has a 24-hour detention policy.
After 24 hours or depending on
the offense, the detainee is trans-
ported to Union County deten-
tion facilities for further process-
ing.

Councilwoman Sara Todisco,
who will be sworn in as mayor in
January, said she would want to
see how the resolution would
compare to current borough poli-

cies, county policies and state
policies. The comparison would
allow the council to discern
whether the resolution would
have an actual legislative impact
on an illegal alien’s detention
within the borough or future de-
tention within state and federal
facilities, stated Ms. Todisco.

Ms. Todisco said drafting a reso-
lution declaring Garwood a non-
sanctuary city may involve
Garwood in a “national political
issue” or would “be making a
political” statement. She said as-
suming that Garwood could de-
clare itself a “non-sanctuary” city,
but the Union County and state
police departments’ handling of
illegal immigrants remains “sanc-
tuary,” the resolution may be
effectively powerless.

“I really want to move forward
with this,” said Councilwoman
Ileen Cuccaro, supporting the
resolution.

Ms. Bianco stated that leaders
in Jackson, N.J., have drafted a
“non-sanctuary status” resolu-
tion. She said Garwood’s council
should review and adopt a simi-
lar resolution.

“It’s not a political thing.
Garwood residents first; resi-
dents over non-residents,” Coun-
cilwoman Bianco said.

Councilman Marc Lazarow said
he noticed differences in various
resolutions defining different non-
sanctuary statuses depending on
the jurisdiction or municipality.
The different definitions change
what the non-sanctuary status
means, enforces and implies,
stated Mr. Lazarow.

Mayor Charles Lombardo sug-
gested Ms. Bianco distribute a
copy of Jackson’s resolution so
council members can become
familiar with the resolution be-
fore future discussion or voting.

Councilwoman Todisco stated
that she would describe herself
as a “very proud Garwoodian.”

“It’s about people and their
safety. People are important,
too,” Ms. Todisco said.

Councilwoman Blumenstock
said the borough’s sanctuary or
non-sanctuary status resolution
could, “get into a party versus
party thing. I do worry that could
come into play.”

In other business, the borough
will hold its inaugural menorah
lighting on Sunday, December 2.
Resident Bruce Paterson stated
he will be present to take photos
for the Garwood Historical Com-
mittee.

“If everyone makes a big hoopla
for the Christmas Tree lighting
there should be a big hoopla for
the menorah lighting,” said Mr.
Paterson, pledging his support
for the holiday event.

Councilwoman Cuccaro said she
was wondering if a rabbi would
light the menorah and if the event
would be considered a religious
event or a religious-holiday cel-
ebration.

Ms. Cuccaro said she asked
because a year prior the council
decided a manger scene was a
religious celebration versus a
secular holiday celebration.

A resident stated that any indi-
vidual, regardless of religion, can
light the first candle of a menorah.
A local rabbi has been invited to
the holiday event, but will not
perform the ceremony.

Councilwoman Todisco said a
rabbi being present “is like how”
local priests have been invited to
Christmas-themed events such
as tree lightings. The priests were
invited as community leaders and
representatives of their organi-
zations, not to perform in a reli-
gious function, said Ms. Todisco.

Garwood Board of Ed.
Honors 34 ‘A’ Students

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – Superintendent
Teresa Quigley, Ed.D., and the
board of education honored 34
students who attained Honor So-
ciety status at Tuesday’s board
of education meeting. All 34 stu-
dents attained “straight As”
across all academic disciplines
throughout the marking period,
stated Superintendent Quigley.
The students reverberated
“through hard work” to the
superintendent’s question ask-
ing how they attained their stel-
lar grades.

Report cards were issued to all
students on November 15, stated
Superintendent Quigley.

On November 19 and 20, par-
ent-teacher conferences were
held, Superintendent Quigley
said. Parents have been contacted
via surveys to provide input on
the process, describe how the
process could be improved and
how it was effective, she said.

On Thursday, November 29,
from 3 p.m. to midnight, the
Education Foundation of Garwood
(EFG) will host “Tired of Turkey
at The Station.” The Station Bar
and Grill, located at 99 Center
Street, will donate 15 percent of
each patron’s check to the EFG,
stated board member Tracey
Roland. The EFG provides grants
and scholarships to Garwood stu-

dents, totaling more than
$60,000 raised from donations
through fundraisers, stated Ms.
Roland.

All eighth graders performed in
the annual play Seussical Jr. that
took place on November 16 and
17. Board member Mary Ann
Kjetsaa stated that after serving
as a musical director for many
years throughout her time as a
professional educator, oversee-
ing numerous productions,
Seussical Jr. was “one of the best
performances I have ever seen.”

The superintendent’s report
was set to a Thanksgiving theme
describing all the “things” Ms.
Quigley is grateful for regarding
Lincoln School.

“I am grateful for the wonderful,
beautiful eighth-grade play. Just
amazing. They did a wonderful
job,” said Superintendent Quigley.
In addition, all staff and students
making it home safe during
Thursday’s snowstorm was some-
thing Ms. Quigley stated she was
“grateful for” during her report.

“I am thankful for the Parent
Teacher Association, who outfit-
ted our entire school with school
spirit shirts,” said Superinten-
dent Quigley.

During public commentary,
resident Bruce Paterson stated
he wanted to thank Superinten-
dent Quigley, the board and fel-
low administrators for keeping
Garwood “one of the lowest or
cheapest” school districts regard-
ing administrative costs.

Mr. Paterson, who chairs the
Garwood Historical Committee,
said that in upcoming months he
will collaborate with school ad-
ministrators and staff on how to
infuse a lesson on Garwood’s
history into a project or assign-
ment. The assignment or activity
would be aimed at making stu-
dents aware of the borough’s

Resolution Would Declare
Garwood Non-Sanctuary City
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CRANFORD
Wednesday, November 7, Brian

Darling, 41, of Cranford was ar-
rested and charged with posses-
sion of a controlled dangerous
substance (CDS) and possession
of drug paraphernalia after po-
lice stopped a suspicious male
riding a bicycle in the area of
Walnut Avenue and Lenhome
Drive. Following an investigation
at the scene, police arrested the
bicyclist, Darling, on two active
warrants. In addition, Darling was
arrested for suspected cocaine
and paraphernalia in his posses-
sion. He was processed and pro-
vided with a state Superior Court
appearance date.

Wednesday, November 7, Keith
Seltzer, 38, of Spring Lake
Heights was arrested and charged
with possession of a CDS, pos-
session of a hypodermic syringe
and possession of drug para-
phernalia following a motor ve-
hicle stop on the Garden State
Parkway near the 136 Exchange
for obstructing traffic. Seltzer was
arrested for suspected heroin and
a hypodermic syringe located on
his person. He was processed
and provided with a state Supe-
rior Court appearance date. In
addition, he was issued motor
vehicle summonses for obstruct-

ing traffic and possession of a
controlled dangerous substance
in a motor vehicle.

Thursday, November 8, Alberto
Martinez, 31, of New Brunswick
was arrested and charged with
distribution of a CDS, distribu-
tion of a CDS near school prop-
erty, possession of a CDS, pos-
session of drug paraphernalia and
resisting arrest following a mo-
tor vehicle stop on Bloomingdale
Avenue near Sailer Street for
tinted windows. Following an in-
vestigation at the scene, police
arrested Martinez for suspected
heroin found inside the vehicle.
He was processed and provided
with a state Superior Court ap-
pearance date. In addition, he
was issued motor vehicle sum-
monses for tinted windows, driv-
ing with a suspended license and
possession of a controlled dan-
gerous substance in a motor ve-
hicle.

Friday, November 9, Kimberly
Dudash, 43, of Winfield was ar-
rested and charged with posses-
sion of a CDS and possession of
drug paraphernalia after a 2007
Dodge was stopped on Centen-
nial Avenue and Hayes Street for
a brake lamp out. Following an
investigation at the scene, police
arrested a passenger, Dudash,
for suspected heroin found in-
side the vehicle. She was pro-
cessed and provided with a state
Superior Court appearance date.

Library Staff Gets Training
In Mental Health First Aid

CRANFORD — On October 12
and 19, the Cranford Public Li-
brary closed its doors from 1 to 5
p.m. to train its staff in Mental
Health First Aid, conducted in
partnership with Caring Contact.

Public libraries are “open
spaces” where all individuals are
welcome, including those in dis-
tress. Library Director Michael
Maziekien saw Mental Health First
Aid as an opportunity to enrich
the skill set of his staff.

“Members of the library staff
are highly trained, compassion-
ate, caring and respectful indi-
viduals. They work with people
with widely diverse abilities and
backgrounds,” said Mr.
Maziekien. “This training was an
opportunity for all members of
the staff to enhance their skills at
work and in their daily lives.”

Just as CPR helps those trained
in it to assist an individual having
a heart attack, Mental Health
First Aid enables a person to
assist someone who is experi-
encing a mental health or sub-
stance use-related crisis. During
the eight-hour course, individu-
als learn risk factors and warning
signs for mental health and ad-
diction concerns, strategies for
how to help someone in both
crisis and non-crisis situations,
and where to turn for help.

Mental Health First Aid is de-
signed to take the fear and hesita-
tion out of starting conversations
about mental health and sub-
stance-use problems by improv-
ing understanding and providing
an action plan that teaches people
to safely and responsibly identify
and address a potential mental
illness or substance-use disorder.
All participants receive a nation-
ally recognized, three-year certifi-

cation in Mental Health First Aid.
Staff members at the library

found the training invaluable.
“This training has opened my
eyes about how lives can actually
be saved and that there is a light
at the end of the tunnel,” stated
Charlotte Darynai. Mary
Catherine Sudiak felt that the
training, “provided me with in-
sights into understanding men-
tal health situations that are
prevalent in the community.”

Funding for this training was pro-
vided by the Cranford Public Li-
brary, LibraryLinkNJ and donations
from Garretson Financial and the
Cranford Rotary Club. Caring Con-
tact is an award-winning, volun-
teer-staffed caring and crisis hotline
providing active listening support
and best-in-class education to the
Central and Northern New Jersey
community. Caring Contact is af-
filiated with CONTACT USA, a mem-
ber agency of the National Suicide
Prevention Lifeline and the Ameri-
can Association of Suicidology. Any-
one in crisis and in need of some-
one to listen is urged to call (908)
232-2880. To learn more about
the educational and volunteer op-
portunities at Caring Contact, visit
caringcontact.org.

history through an interactive
experience, stated Mr. Paterson.

The board approved Tamara Benc
as the School Spirit Club advisor
and Carol Del Conte as the Mus-
tang Works of Heart Club advisor.

Board member Albert Del Conte
stated board members must re-
spect planned sub-committee
meeting dates.

“The building and grounds sub-
committee meeting must be more
than me just showing up. That’s
all I’m saying,” said Mr. Del Conte.

Students who attained Honor
Society status, honored at
Tuesday’s meeting, are Lena
Blumenstock, Zoey Brown, Nyla
Castro, Olivia Castro, Mackenzie
Cruz, Simon Cvercko, Anthony
Di Lorio, Miranda D’Onofrio,
Valeria Espinoza Carranza, James
Filer, Mathew Froden, Matthew
Gesior, Allison Gillbridge, Isabella
Grogan, Carina Hechevarria,
Abigail Henkel, Ava Hladek, Ri-
chard Howard, Carl Knutson,
Isabela Lind, Dylan Mason,
Emmalee Miller, Priscilla Nieves,
Michael Parente, Bryan Ruban,
Jr., Leonardo Ruggiero, Anne
Ryan, Brendan Ryan, Sarah
Segebade, Toni Shaw, Giuliana
Velaj, Chase Trentacosta, Jack
Zennpurio and Miguel De La Cruz.
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GARWOOD — The second se-
ries of the Garwood History Or-
naments trilogy is now on sale.
This is the end-of-year fundraiser
for the Garwood Historical Com-
mittee, a self-funded community
organization.

This year’s 2018 set of three
ornaments depicts the Garwood
Schools “gone but not forgot-
ten”: Jefferson School and

Franklin School, which occupied
the corners of Second and Wal-
nut and Third and Walnut, and
Saint Anne’s Parochial School,
which is now the site of The
Villages of Garwood, on Cedar
Street and Second Avenue.

The price for a boxed set of
three ornaments is $15. They
can be purchased from members
of the committee and also will be

publicly sold at the Garwood Holi-
day Tree Lighting event this Sat-
urday, November 24, at 5 p.m.,
in the Borough Hall parking lot.
The supply is limited. Committee
members will be on hand at the
Tree Lighting and can take or-
ders in time for Christmas deliv-
ery. The Garwood Historical Com-
mittee can be e-mailed at
garwoodhistory@garwood.org.

Garwood History Ornaments Available For SaleSupport Local Journalism
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Trinity Church to Present
Breakfast With Santa

CRANFORD — Santa Claus will
visit the Trinity Episcopal Church,
located at 119 Forest Avenue,
Cranford, for a pancake break-
fast on Saturday, December 1,
from 8:30 a.m. to noon, in
Sherlock Hall. Youngsters are
invited to join Santa for break-
fast and also will have an oppor-
tunity to have their picture taken
with him.

There will be fun for the whole
family, including a gift basket
raffle, 50/50 tickets, the
Cranford High School Madrigal
Singers, a wreaths and greens
sale, face painting and a
children’s book sale. A special
jewelry sale also will be fea-
tured.

“It is a great event for the

whole family. Everybody has a
good time,” said Bonnie
Gentesse, Breakfast with Santa
event coordinator.

Breakfast is $6 per person (chil-
dren under age 3 may attend for
free). Photos with Santa are $7
each. Everyone is welcome. For
additional information, call (908)
276-4047 or visit
trinitycranford.org/.

Trinity Episcopal Church is a
faith-based family church that
welcomes all people and strives
to “know Christ and to make him
known through faith, fellowship,
and service.” Sunday services,
celebrated by the Reverend Andy
Kruger, Trinity’s Priest-in-
Charge, are at 8 a.m. and 10
a.m.

PEDESTRIAN SAFETY AWARD...The Cranford Police Department was the
recipient of the AAA Northeast 2018 Pedestrian Safety Commendation awarded
for achieving zero pedestrian fatalities in 2017. The award ceremony was held
November 1 in East Hanover, NJ.  Cranford Police Chief Ryan Greco stated,
“Traffic Safety remains a priority for the Township of Cranford. This award
demonstrates our commitment and we will continue working to improve the safety
of our roadways for all road-users.”  Pictured, from left to right, are: Shani Jarvis,
AAA assistant manager of public affairs; David Hughes, AAA Northeast president
and chief executive officer, and Detective Lieutenant Edward Davenport and
Detective Sergeant Eugene Perrotta of the Cranford Police Department.

Green Thumb Garden Club
Offers Holiday Décor

CRANFORD – The Green Thumb
Garden Club’s annual Christmas
Boutique removes the stress of
holiday decorating with “one-of-
a-kind” wreaths, miniature box-
wood trees,
porch pots and
unique arrange-
ments. Colorful,
tasteful ribbons
run the gamut of
appeal for all
imaginations.
Many wreaths
and arrange-
ments sparkle
and glitter while
others rely only
on the soft blush
of nature. Fresh
greenery, box-
wood, lush ber-
ries and fanciful
ornaments are
crafted together
to create holiday
home décor to
spotlight all
those nooks and
crannies.

The club will be accepting pre-
orders of the Boxwood Christ-
mas Trees and Porch Pots until
Friday, November 30. The sale
will take place from 10:30 a.m.
to 3:30 p.m. on Sunday, Decem-
ber 2, at Hanson House, located
at 38 Springfield Avenue,
Cranford. There will be many

surprises with offerings of home-
baked goods and unique items
designed to invoke the spirit of
the season. The Garden Club will
once again have its Landmark

Series of note-
w o r t h y
Cranford build-
ings and homes
available, per-
fect as stocking
stuffers.

The club also
has announced
that this year’s
sale and bou-
tique has
reached a pin-
nacle of 30-plus
years as a com-
munity tradi-
tion in conjunc-
tion with the
Cranford Junior
Women’s Club
Annual Christ-
mas House
Tour. The sig-
nature wreaths

that grace the doors of the homes
on the Junior Women’s Club An-
nual House Tour are just one
more creation of the Greeen
Thumb Garden Club, but the lively
commerce of the season begins
at Hanson House.

To pre-order Boxwood Trees or
Porch Pots by November 30, call
(908) 230-3302.

Blood Drive to Be
Friday In Cranford

CRANFORD — The American
Red Cross has announced that a
blood drive will be held on Fri-
day, November 23, from 9 a.m.
to 2 p.m., at the Cranford United
Methodist Church, to help main-
tain a sufficient supply through
the holiday season. The church is
located at 201 Lincoln Avenue
East, Cranford.

To make an appointment or for
more information, download the
American Red Cross Blood Donor
App, visit RedCrossBlood.org or
call 1-(800)-RED CROSS (1-800-
733-2767).

Garwood Announces
Menorah Lighting

GARWOOD — The Borough of
Garwood will hold its first Com-
munity Menorah Lighting event
on Sunday, December 2, at 4:30
p.m., at Borough Hall. This will
be a free community event and
cocoa and donuts will be pro-
vided. All are welcome to attend.
Borough Hall is located at 403
South Avenue, Garwood.
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Attorney to Discuss
Estate Planning

CRANFORD — Attorney Nick
Giuditta will discuss estate plans,
including wills and trusts, on
Wednesday, December 5, at 7
p.m., at the Cranford Commu-
nity Center.

Mr. Giuditta is the founding at-
torney of Giuditta Law in
Westfield. He also is a former
member of the Cranford Town-
ship Committee and former
deputy mayor of Cranford. He
specializes in estate and tax plan-
ning, probate law, guardianship
and related elder law matters.

No registration is required. The
Cranford Community Center is
located at 220 Walnut Avenue
and is accessible to all.

Nick Giuditta




