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CRANFORD – The Junior League
of Elizabeth-Plainfield (JLEP) is
organizing its second annual Little
Black Dress Initiative, a week-
long fund-raising campaign that
uses the iconic little black dress
to raise awareness about pov-
erty and its effects on women in
society.

Participants are challenged to
wear the same little black dress
for five consecutive days along
with a pin that reads “Ask Me
about my Dress” to spark con-
versation about the initiative and
its objectives. The campaign will
both shine a spotlight on the
issues surrounding poverty and

raise funds to support the JLEP’s
signature projects, Career Closet,
which provides professional
clothing to low-income women,
and Teen Closet, a girls’ empow-
erment initiative that works with
at-risk female high-school stu-
dents in Union County.

“Poverty awareness and work-
ing towards remediating the ef-
fects of poverty on families is an
important focus of the JLEP’s
work,” said JLEP President
Suzanne Gallagher. “According to
Data USA, 10.6 percent of Union
County individuals live in pov-
erty, with the largest demographic
being females ages 35 to 44,

DRESS FOR SUCCESS...Members of the Junior League of Elizabeth-Plainfield
will launch their second annual Little Black Dress Initiative this month to raise
awareness of poverty and its effect on women. Pictured, from left to right, are:
Bottom row, Laura Lanigan, Ashleigh Nudo and Jackie Neeley, and back row,
Lindsay Borden, Jeni DiVirgilio, Anne Westpheling, Paula Why, Tara Tepp,
Colleen Cusick Endick, Naomi Benson, Suzanne Gallagher and Marie Weitzman.

followed by females 55 to 64 and
females 25 to 34. As an organiza-
tion, we strive to develop the
potential of women and improve
the community in which we live
and work. Poverty is clearly one
area where our volunteer efforts
are needed and can make a de-
monstrable impact.”

The Little Black Dress Initiative
began in 2014 when members of
the Junior League of London chose
to wear the same black dress to
work, parties and events during
London Fashion Week to increase
awareness of poverty in the com-
munity. Since then, Leagues
around the world have adopted
the event to increase poverty
awareness and raise funds for
programs combating poverty in
their own communities.

The LBDI fundraiser will offi-
cially kick off on “Giving Tues-
day,” November 27, and will run
through Saturday, December 1.
For more information on how to
participate or donate, visit
blackdressdonate.org. Every dol-
lar donated benefits women and
female teens in the Union County
area.

The JLEP is a chapter of the
Association of Junior Leagues In-
ternational, Inc. and is an orga-
nization of women committed to
promoting voluntarism, devel-
oping the potential of women
and improving communities
through the effective action and
leadership of trained volunteers.
Its purpose is exclusively educa-
tional and charitable.

For more information about the
JLEP, contact Suzanne Gallagher
at (908) 709-1177 or
information@jlepnj.org/, or visit
jlepnj.org/little-black-dress-
2018.html.

Garwood Library Highlights
Activities For All Ages

GARWOOD — The Garwood
Public Library has revealed ac-
tivities taking place during up-
coming weeks in November. The
library is open Monday through
Thursday, 9 a.m. to 8 p.m.; Fri-
days, 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., and
Saturdays, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.

The library will be closed on
Monday, November 12, for Vet-
erans Day, and Thursday and
Friday, November 22 and 23, for
Thanksgiving. The library will
close early, at 4:30 p.m., on
Wednesday, November 21.

Introduction to Life Coaching
will be presented on Tuesday,
November 13, at 7 p.m. Sharon
Moore will explain how life
coaches can help people produce
positive results in their personal
life, relationships and careers.
Registration is required.

NASA Academy is offered on
Wednesdays, at 3 p.m., through
November 14. It features STEM

(Science, Technology, Engineer-
ing and Mathematics) fun for fu-
ture space explorers in second
grade and older. Registration is
required and there is a limit of 15
participants.

Kid’s Craft, for children in sec-
ond grade and up, will take place
on Thursday, November 15, at 3
p.m. Registration is required and
there is a limit of 20 participants.

The Monday Afternoon Book Club
will meet November 19, at 1 p.m.,
to discuss “Tiffany Blues” by M.J.
Rose. No registration is required.

Adult Craft will be held on Tues-
day, November 20, at 6 p.m.
Registration is required and there
is a limit of 10 participants.

The Garwood Public Library is
located at 411 Third Avenue. For
more information and to register
for programs, call (908) 789-
1670. Further information about
the library also can be found at
youseemore.com/garwood.

SAFE ROUTES...The Cranford Police Department was presented with the
Silver Level Recognition for New Jersey Safe Routes to School by EZ Ride at
their 35th anniversary and annual recognition event on October 18. EZ Ride
recognizes and honors individuals, municipalities and corporations who work to
affect positive change in the state’s mobility. Captain Guy Patterson and
Detective/Lieutenant Edward Davenport were on hand to accept the certificate
of recognition for the CPD.

Probitas Verus Honos

JLEP Fundraiser to Feature
Annual ‘Little Black Dress’ Theme


