
Ballyhoo New Jersey

Sports, Humor and Commentary

Page S-25  Thursday, November 8, 2018

goleader.com/ballyhoo

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – Democratic can-
didate councilwoman Sara
Todisco was elected as the young-
est mayor in Garwood’s history
and third female mayor in
Garwood’s history, Tuesday, de-
feating Republican Council-
woman Ileen Cuccaro. Ms.
Todisco’s running mates, Sean
Benoit and Michael Ince, defeated
Republican Councilwoman
Stephanie Bianco and board of
education member Sal Piarulli.

Preliminary calculations as of
Tuesday evening provided by the
borough clerk’s office had Ms.
Todisco receiving 1,043 votes to
Ms. Cuccaro’s 728 tallies. Mr.
Ince received 1,006 votes and
Mr. Benoit received 1,007 votes
to Ms. Bianco’s 738 votes and Mr.
Piarulli’s 703 votes.

“We will make sure everyone
has a voice. I will not let you
down, I promise you that,”, said
Ms. Todisco to her supporters

during a victory celebration at
The Station Bar and Grill.

Ms. Todisco stated, “I repre-
sent all of you,” describing
Garwood as not a red town (Re-
publican) nor a blue town (Demo-
crat), but a “purple town.” Ms.
Todisco stated all residents must
come together in unity to keep
Garwood the “small town” it has
always been. Ms. Todisco stated
whether someone rents or owns,
has lived in the borough all their
life or just moved into the bor-
ough, everyone is a resident
whose opinion matters and will
be considered.

Acknowledging current Mayor
Charles Lombardo and previous
borough Mayor Dennis McCarthy,
Ms. Todisco said she will join the
ranks of Democratic mayors who
have served the borough profes-
sionally and who have success-
fully delivered their promises to
the residents.

“After watching my dad serve
in law enforcement missing birth-

days and holidays to protect our
nation, I know my dad is a com-
mitted, honest and devoted per-
son to represent Garwood’s best
interests,” said Emily Ince after
her father’s successful candidacy.

Mr. Benoit said the effort took
many people constantly working
for everyone on the ticket to be
victorious. Mr. Benoit stated he
wanted to thank all those who
supported his running mates and
himself and those in the room
who dedicated their time to the
campaign.

Both Ms. Bianco and Mr. Piarulli
provided commentary to The
Westfield Leader following the
election.

“It’s been an honor to work on
the behalf of the Garwood resi-
dents. I thank each and every
resident for allowing me to serve
my community,” Ms. Bianco said.

“It was a hard fought cam-
paign. I’m scared for the direc-
tion of our town, but as a mem-
ber of the board of ed., I will
continue to fight for those that
matter the most, our children,”
Mr. Piarulli said.

Planning board member Stephen
Greet stated the election was a
voter referendum for Garwood to
move forward. He said the election
unifies Garwood allowing the bor-
ough to protect and keep a “home-
town approach” to Garwood.

Voters also decided the race for
seats on the borough’s board of
education. Ralph Trentacosta, 539
votes; Maureen Scepkowski, 480
votes; and Denise Ridente, 567
votes, were elected to the board
over current board member Mary
Ann Kjetsaa, 462 votes, and can-
didate Joseph Miceli, 419 votes.

A BIG NIGHT...Garwood Mayor-elect Sara Todisco celebrates her victory
Tuesday night with her running-mates, Councilmen-elect Michael Ince, left, and
Sean Benoit.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
ANNUAL FUNDRAISER...The Cranford High School Cougar mascot was on
hand for Sunday’s Bloomingdale Avenue School and Orange Avenue School
annual fall 5K, held at Bloomingdale Avenue School. The  event supports the
PTAs of both schools.

Twn. Amends Code for Cell
Towers, Conv. Store Hours

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — The township
committee introduced an ordi-
nance at its Monday meeting that
would allow for revisions and
additions to the code relating to
cell towers and telecommunica-
tions. A public hearing will be
scheduled after review by the
municipal planning board, Town-
ship Clerk Patricia Donahue said.

The Supplemental Use Regula-
tions of the Code of the Township
of Cranford currently imposes
the direction under which site-
plan approval is obtained from
the appropriate approving au-
thority for the construction of
telecommunications towers or
antennas as it is reasonably re-
lated to the public health, safety
and general welfare.

The additions include as stated
in the ordinance that applicants
proposing to construct wireless

telecommunications antennas
and equipment shall present
documentary evidence at the
time of site plan approval appli-
cation regarding the need for
such equipment, exact equip-
ment layout and coverage areas
within the township.

The additions also spells out
where such cellular equipment
should be placed, citing it be
placed in non-residential districts,
with a first priority that it be
located on an existing pole or
building, and that applicants show
evidence they have attempted
to locate the equipment on exist-
ing poles or buildings before ap-
plying to erect a new pole. It also
requests particular information
pertaining to the tower be in-
cluded in a report in an applica-
tion.

The committee adopted an
amendment to an ordinance re-Probitas Verus Honos
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