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RAKING IN THE LOOT...Westfield High School student athletes were out in force
this past weekend in support of the annual Westfield Boosters Button Day. Over 450
athletes from every sport participated to help raise over $11,000 for our High School
athletic programs. The Boosters extend their gratitude for all of the help from our
athletes and support from the community to make this another successful Button Day.

Raiders Avert Upset; Stop Lions in Soccer, 2-1
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other, so we were trying to limit their
shots. By doing that, we contained
them in the center and we kept control
the whole time,” Traina said.

“It was all about getting the ball
upfield and find a way to score. It was
really fun we got a score to advance.

No one wanted to end the season
on a bad game. No one wanted
an upset,” Aloe added.

Raider sophomore attacker
Corinne Lyght lofted a shot that
sailed just over the crossbar.
Lyght, Price and Klurman then
orchestrated a furious attack that
was withstood by the Lions’
backs. Minutes later, Klurman
found the right formula to knot
the score. Then Ley successfully
hooked her corner kick into the
box and into the net.

“Today the first half we
weren’t playing our best. But it
was all about trying to find a way
to win and advance,” Aloe said.

“Even though we won, we
came out with no energy be-
cause I think we just assumed
that we were going to win again.
We were down 1-0 at the half but
I think we woke up a little bit and
we realized that we had to put in
the work, and we did and came
out with the win at the end,”
Traina said.

Next for the 13-4-1 Raiders would
be a showdown in Scotch Plains on
November 2 with the fifth-seeded,
11-4-3 Piscataway Chiefs, who de-
feated JP Stevens, 4-1, in their first-
round game.

“As like a junior, I want to make
sure I’m a leading player for this
team. I need to do better like making
a bigger stance against teams like
Watchung Hills or Piscataway or
Bridgewater-Raritan,” Ley com-
mented.
North Hunterdon 1 0 1
Sc Pl-Fanwood 0 2 2

minutes, Raider sophomore attacker
Faith Price ripped a shot from the
right that Possumato saved. Midway
through the half, Klurman lifted a
shot that skimmed the top of the net
then North Hunterdon came alive with
a serious threat in the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood box minutes later but Raider

goalkeeper Maya Kessler (4 saves)
was able to deflect the ball out of
harm’s way.

After Kessler made another, but
somewhat easy save near the end of
the half, Alison Cafaro penetrated the
right edge of the box and drilled a

right-to-left shot from seven yards
out to put the Lions in the driver’s seat
with 44 seconds left of the half.

Just one minute into the second
half, Lion Abby Linnen got off a
wicked shot that just missed the mark
but from that point onward, the Raid-
ers awakened. Co-captains Gabby

Aloe and Maggie Traina consistently
helped push the Raider attack past the
midfield and into Lion turf.

“We were trying not to get the ball
in Maya’s [Kessler] hands because
she does have thumb problems right
now. She broke one and sprained the

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

THE BEGINNING OF A 91-YARD INTERCEPTION FOR A TD...Raider Anthony Porter, No. 5, intercepts a Kearny pass
at the nine yard line and returns it 91 yards for a touchdown during the crossover game against the Kearny Kardinals.

more photos at goleader.com Ballyhoo Sports

ANNUAL RUBBER DUCKY RACE...The Hanson Park Conservancy in Cranford
held the eighth Rubber Ducky Race in the rapids at Sperry Park w on October 14.
A crowd of over 1,000 Cranford residents came to watch the blue, yellow and pink
ducks sprint to the finish line under the North Union Avenue bridge. Race
proceeds benefit educational programs for all ages at the park as well as ongoing
maintenance and restoration of Hanson Park. Race and sponsor winners are listed
at hansonparkconservancy.com.

Raiders Down Kardinals in Grid Match-up, 49-0
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there, Porter weaved his way through
a flock of Kardinals then cut down the
right sideline for his 71-yard touch-
down with 3:33 left in the quarter for
a 14-0 lead.

The Kardinals had less luck on their
next series and when Zack
Zimmerman (5 tackles) sacked
Leimberg for a seven-yard loss. A
punt followed and Shawn Martin re-
turned the ball to midfield. After
Porter’s pitchout to Martin resulted in
a 21-yard gain, a Raider penalty and a
throw for a loss brought the ball back
to the 47. Porter then connected with
Power down the right-center. A little
off-balance, Power managed to get
the ball to the two-yard line for a 45-
yard gain. Power finished it off with
his two-yard touchdown bash 13 sec-
onds into the second quarter.

“I was happy to get the opportunity,
so when I got in there, I was happy
Porter gave me the ball. It [reception]
was short but I was happy to get the
touchdown on the Jet. Coach put me
in and told me to just run straight.
Porter got me the ball. I tripped up a
little bit but I got the touchdown on
the next play. It was a really good
feeling,” Power expressed.

A gang sack by Shaarif Saleh (5
tackles), Zimmerman and Jahsyn Sil-
ver (8 tackles) convinced the
Kardinals that they were going no-

where. The Raiders took over at
midfield. Oslislo broke through for a
24-yard gain. Penalties against both
teams placed the ball on the 22 where
Porter got good blocking and sprinted
for the touchdown for a 28-0 lead
with less the 15 seconds remaining in
the half.

On his touchdowns, Porter ex-
plained,” The D-end came downfield,

so I faked a dodge, I saw the middle,
a big hole. I broke a tackle and I
swung outside. From there, I had the
speed to get away. On my second one,
it was a fake bubble draw. The guy
shot out to Alex. I broke a tackle and
was able to bounce outside and got
into the end zone.”

Kearny got possession to start the

Raiders Blank Chiefs
In Girls Soccer, 1-0

Junior Lizzie Ley scored a second-
half goal to lead the fourth-seeded,
14-4-1 Scotch Plains-Fanwood girls
soccer team past the fifth-seeded
Piscataway Chiefs, 1-0, in the
quarterfinal round of the North Jer-
sey, Section 2, Group 4 Tournament
in Scotch Plains on November 2.

Goalkeeper Maya Kessler made
four saves for the No. 19 Raiders and
Dana Oglilvie made 13 saves for the
Chiefs. The Raiders were to face top-
seeded, No. 2 Bridgewater-Raritan in
nthe semifinals on November 6.
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

HAVING A VERY EFFECTIVE GAME...Raider co-captain Gabby Aloe, No. 1, had an
outstanding game against the North Hunterdon Lady Lions.


