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RVSA Returns Connection
Application From Westfield

Faculty Member Arrested
For Making Terror Threats

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD – An Orange Avenue
School staff member was arrested last
Friday and charged with one count of
third degree making terroristic threats
and one count of fourth degree risking
widespread injury or damage after
making a threat against the school.

Matthew Acosta, 33, of Kenilworth
was remanded to the Union County
jail pending a detention hearing. An
ongoing investigation is being con-
ducted by the Cranford Police Depart-
ment Investigative Division, accord-
ing to police and school officials.

Police Chief Ryan Greco said he
recognized the efforts of all involved
and the ongoing partnership between
the police department and schools. “In
today’s day and age, we must take every
threat or negative comment involving
our schools seriously,” Chief Greco
said. “We will act swiftly and certainly
to protect the safety of our children.”

In an e-mail to parents on Friday
obtained by The Westfield Leader and
The Times, Michele Cammarata, ex-
ecutive assistant to the superintendent
of schools, said, “police were immedi-
ately notified, and after investigating
the incident, contacted the Union County
Prosecutor’s Office, who charged the
individual. That individual has been
placed on administrative leave.”

“Let’s continue to maintain our vigi-
lance. If you hear or see something,
say something,” Ms. Cammarata said.

Superintendent of Schools Scott
Rubin, Ed.D., also e-mailed parents
on Saturday to inform them of the
arrest. “Because this is an ongoing
police matter as well as a personnel
issue, I am not permitted to go into
more detail at this time, other than to

say that there is currently no threat to
Orange Avenue School,” he said.

“The safety of our school commu-
nity is a shared responsibility. I want
to thank that faculty member for com-
ing forward and making a report. We
continue to encourage our entire com-
munity to please say something if you
hear or see something and that is what
this individual did. I would also like
to thank Dr. (Marc) Edery (Orange
Avenue School principal) for acting
so quickly in getting the police in-
volved and assisting them in any ca-
pacity they needed,” Superintendent
Rubin said. “We are also extremely
fortunate to have a strong partnership
with the Cranford Police Department.
Chief Ryan Greco and his department
truly work tirelessly to protect our
school community as well as the com-
munity at-large and we are very grate-
ful for all that they do and the manner
in which they do it.”

In response to questions from the
community, Mr. Rubin said the
district’s hiring process is “a very
thorough process which culminates
with fingerprinting and a state and
federal criminal history review. All
staff members must and have gone
through this process.”

Extra guidance counselors were
made available on Monday to speak
to any student who may have needed
to talk about the incident.

“I am deeply saddened that this
event occurred, but I am so apprecia-
tive of the collective response of Or-
ange Avenue School administration,
[Orange Avenue School] staff, and
the Cranford Police Department as
we work together to ensure the con-
tinued safety and well-being of our
students,” Mr. Rubin said.

By WAYNE BAKER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

RAHWAY — The Rahway Valley
Sewerage Authority’s (RVSA) Octo-
ber 18 meeting of the board of com-
missioners had a connection applica-
tion in Westfield returned because of
the need for a state Department of
Environmental Protection (DEP) re-
view. Also, a cost-sharing agreement
was announced for the RVSA vs. NJ,
et al. case. New Jersey had filed a
motion for dismissal of the case.

The meeting began about 15 min-
utes late due to some matters being
discussed in closed session prior to
the finance committee meeting.

A local sewer connection applica-
tion from Joe Buontempo and An-
drew McMaster caused some discus-
sion. The property involved is at 1020
South Avenue in Westfield. The dis-
cussion came up during Jim Meehan’s
monthly executive director’s report.
The plans for the property are to
demolish three, single-family homes

and two other buildings and to con-
struct an apartment building contain-
ing one one-bedroom apartment, 13
two-bedroom apartments and 16
three-bedroom apartments. The ap-
plication had been written based on
anticipated net change in daily flow.

Michael Gelin, Woodbridge’s com-
missioner, stated his opinion that the
state DEP needs to review this, and
that the application must be made based
on actual anticipated daily flow, not
the net change in flow. Louis Lambe,
Cranford’s commissioner, backed Mr.
Gelin’s stance. The Authority will com-
municate this back to Westfield for
correction. A resolution on this was
removed from the agenda as a result.

The RVSA v. New Jersey, et al.
case was met with a motion to dismiss
from the state. This case was brought
because RVSA felt New Jersey’s new
law capping authorities’ charge in-
creases at 2 percent annually violates
the terms of their operating agree-
ment with the municipalities because
no stay is in effect. RVSA is proceed-
ing with discovery in the case.

It also was announced that an agree-
ment on cost sharing with the
Plainfield Area Regional Sewerage
Authority (PARSA) had been reached
regarding the suit. It had previously
been announced that PARSA would
be joining the RVSA suit. The agree-
ment has RVSA bearing 60 percent of
costs and PARSA handling 40 per-
cent. The unequal percentages were
based on the fact that PARSA is
smaller than RVSA and that it is a
collection-only authority, not a treat-
ing authority like RVSA.

As part of a monthly report, David
Roth, representing Greenbaum,
Rowe, Smith and Davis, the
Authority’s general counsel, re-
quested hearings be set up at one of
the November RVSA meetings for
municipalities that exceeded their
flow rights. Mr. Meehan stated the
need to delay this while John
Buonocore, the Authority’s assistant
superintendent, reviews some issues.

During discussion, one of the com-
missioners said that the Authority had
conducted an Inflow and Infiltration
(I&I) tour for municipalities in 2012
and it may be time to repeat that. The
tour of RVSA’s facility is intended to
educate municipal officers and em-
ployees about the effects of I&I, which
is primarily storm water entering the
treatment system and the basics of
how to mitigate it. I&I is one of the
major reasons municipalities exceed
their flow rights, officials said.

Courtesy of Jim Lowney/County of Union
NEW PLAYGROUND...Freeholder Chairman Sergio Granados and Freehold-
ers Alexander Mirabella, Bruce Bergen and Bette Jane Kowalski (of Cranford)
join with children from Cranford's Lincoln School, Cranford Superintendent of
Schools Scott Rubin, Ed.D., and Lincoln School Principal Dennis McCaffery,
both at right,  to cut the ribbon on a new playground the freeholder board gave
to the school. Also in attendance were Mike Brennan of the Union County Parks
Department and Nicole DeAugustine of the county's Office for People with
Special Needs, both pictured at far left.

WELCOME ABOARD...Miguel A. Merino of Elizabeth and Edward J. Chrystal,
Jr. of Scotch Plains were sworn in September 25 as new members of the Union
County College Board of Trustees and Board of Governors, respectively.
Pictured, from left to right, are: Union County College Board of Trustees
Chairman Victor M. Richel, Mr. Merino, Mr. Chrystal and Union County
College President Margaret M. McMenamin.

Merino, Chrystal Named
UCC Trustee, Governor

CRANFORD – Two new members
were sworn in at the September 25 joint
meeting of the Union County College
Boards of Trustees and Governors.

Miguel A. Merino, of Elizabeth,
will serve as a new trustee and Edward
J. Chrystal, Jr., of Scotch Plains, will
serve as a new governor. Union County
College Board of Trustees Chairman
Victor M. Richel welcomed Mr. Me-
rino and Mr. Chrystal to the meeting
and initiated their swearing in.

Mr. Merino currently serves as a
Elizabeth Planning Board commis-
sioner. In this position, he advises the
city council, city staff, and other agen-
cies and boards on matters affecting
community development. An entre-
preneur and small business owner, Mr.
Merino has 18 years of experience in

the painting industry and established
his company, Fresh and Clean Paint-
ing, LLC, in 2014.

Mr. Merino served in the United
States Marine Corps for five years, in
basic infantry as a truck and hummer
mechanic. He eventually achieved the
rank of Corporal E-4. In May 2001,
he became a member of the Marine
Corps League Martin Danowski De-
tachment. He is a past commandant
and a lifetime member.

Mr. Chrystal is a brigadier general
for the New Jersey Army National
Guard, responsible for the manage-
ment of the response and support
operations during Hurricanes Irma,
Harvey, Sandy, Irene, Katrina, and
Floyd. For his work, he received
multiple accolades including the
Bronze Star Service Medal and the
Meritorious Service Award.

Mr. Chrystal is employed by the
New Jersey Department of Military
and Veterans Affairs as the Superin-
tendent for Veterans Haven North, a
New Jersey state transitional facility
for homeless veterans. He is respon-
sible for more than 100 residents and
a staff of counselors, kitchen and main-
tenance workers, and members of the
administration. Previously, he was a
member of the New Jersey State Po-
lice, retiring at the rank of lieutenant.He
holds a Master of Science in Strategic
Studies from the United States Army
War College, and from Seton Hall Uni-
versity, where he holds a Master of Arts
in Education Administration and a Bach-
elor of Arts in Criminal Justice.

“Both Mr. Merino and Mr. Chrystal
are pillars of the community. They
have both served our country and
understand the true meaning of ser-
vice. Their perspective and leader-
ship will be valuable to the Board,
and we are happy to welcome them,”
Mr. Richel said.

Courtesy of Jim Lowney/County of Union
MESSAGES FOR HOME...Union County Freeholder Chairman Sergio Granados and Freeholder Angel Estrada join Union
County Deputy Manager Amy Wagner, Union County Office of Veteran Services Coordinator Janna Williams and staff from
the Veteran Services Office in distributing Build-A-Bear stuffed bears with recordable devices to members of the Army
National Guard at the Westfield Armory who will deploy overseas in December. Soldiers can record a message in their own
voice for their loved ones while they are deployed. The Union County Office of Veteran Services provided 120 bears to soldiers
deploying overseas.

Francis M. Smith, ESQ.
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Scotch Plains Mayor’s Gala
To Honor First Responders
SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch

Plains Mayor’s Charity Gala Com-
mittee has announced the honorees
and festivities for the 28th Annual
Mayor’s Charity Gala to be held on
Saturday, December 1, at
Shackamaxon Country Club.

This year’s Gala will be a tribute to
first responders, the men and women
who serve in the police department,
fire department and rescue squad.

“Each of these outstanding organi-
zations selflessly serve the residents
and visitors to the township. Each or-
ganization has elected to have pro-
ceeds go to the Scotch Plains Police
Foundation, Scotch Plains Firefighters
Association and Scotch Plains Rescue
Squad to further their volunteer out-
reach in the community,” according to
a township press release.

A portion of the proceeds will be
donated to the Scotch Plains Mu-
nicipal Alliance, an organization
dedicated to providing substance
abuse prevention programs, activi-
ties and education in the communi-
ties of Scotch Plains and Fanwood.
The evening will begin with a cock-
tail hour featuring hot and cold hors
d’oeuvres, followed by dinner and
dancing. A cash bar will be avail-
able throughout the event. A silent
auction and tricky tray also will be
featured. There are several levels of

sponsorship available to support the
honorees. Anyone wishing to donate
an item to the silent auction is asked
to contact Gala Committee Co-Chair-
women Lisa Mohn at (908) 322-4999
or Geraldine Keogh at (908) 405-
1224 for details.

Tickets to the Mayor’s Charity Gala
may be purchased online by visiting
scotchplainsnj.gov, clicking the “Rec-
reation Registration” Community
Pass link and selecting “2018 Mayor’s
Gala,” or by calling the Scotch Plains
Recreation Department at (908) 322-
6700, extension no. 223. Tickets are
$85 per person and tables of 10 may
be reserved as well.

Automatic Registration
At MVC Now State Law

TRENTON -- Governor Phil
Murphy has signed legislation mak-
ing automatic voter registration a
reality at motor vehicle agencies
throughout New Jersey. The op-
portunity is available for all eli-
gible state residents who apply for
a driver’s license, an examination
permit, a probationary driver’s li-
cense or a non-driver identifica-
tion card.

New Jersey Motor Vehicle Com-
mission (MVC) Chief Administrator
Sue Fulton said the MVC used tech-
nologies already in place to automati-
cally register voters, unless they elect
to “opt out” of registering. Previously,
MVC customers had to “opt in,’’ or
deliberately select an option to regis-
ter to vote. Now they are automatically
registered unless they select the option
declining the opportunity.

Terence Wall Creates
Own Consulting Firm
CRANFORD -- Former Cranford

Township Administrator Terence
Wall has started his own company,
Dovetail Consulting.

Mr. Wall previously held the posi-
tions of borough manager, township
administrator, purchasing agent and
acting chief financial officer. He was
administrator in North Arlington prior
to coming to Cranford.

Scotch Plains Releases
RFQ/RFP for Downtown

SCOTCH PLAINS — The township
has released its Request for Qualifica-
tions and Request for Proposals (RFQ/
RFP) for the Redevelopment of the Tier
1, Phase 1 section of Scotch Plains Down-
town on November 1, 2018.

The township is seeking qualifica-
tions and proposals from qualified
and experienced redevelopers to re-
develop the approximately 8.22+/-
acre public portion of property avail-
able for purchase as identified in the
Downtown Tier 1, Phase 1 Rede-

velopment area in accordance with the
Redevelopment Plan that was endorsed
by the Scotch Plains Township Coun-
cil on September 25, 2018, according
to a township press release.

Proposals may also include any of
the privately-owned parcels or a com-
bination of the publicly-owned parcels
and the privately owned parcels identi-
fied in the redevelopment plan. The
RFQ/RFP sets forth relevant informa-
tion regarding the RFQ/RFP redevel-
opment area, including applicable de-
sign standards and objectives, survey
and topographic data, redeveloper quali-
fications, and proposal format and the
process for redeveloper selection.

“This is an exciting day in Scotch
Plains,” said Mayor Al Smith, chair-
man of the Scotch Plains Downtown
Redevelopment Committee (SPDRC),
which drafted the Tier 1, Phase 1 Down-
town Redevelopment Plan. “This is
the first time in the history of Scotch
Plains that we have issued a major
RFQ/RFP for downtown redevelop-
ment, and I look forward to letting this
process play out and reviewing sub-
missions next year with the SPDRC
and town council. It’s really happen-
ing,” added Mayor Smith.

Documents integral to the RFQ/
RFP process can be found on the
township website.

CDBG Disbursement
Underway In County
COUNTY — The Union County

Freeholder Board has announced that
the disbursement process is underway
for more than $4.6 million in funding to
municipalities and organizations across
the county under the Community Devel-
opment Block Grant (CDBG) program.
Funds disbursed will be used by munici-
palities for various programs and initia-
tives including a senior citizens social
services program and housing nutrition
program in Cranford and a senior citi-
zens social services and food pantry/
nutrition program in Mountainside.


