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Annual “live” Charity Auction
Please Join Us!

$20 for bidding paddle, food & drinks

Monday, November 12th 
4:30-8:00PM

Light Food and refreshments served.
Tricky Tray drawings start @ 6PM, 

“Live” Auction @ 7PM

PLEASE SUPPORT OUR TRUSTED ADVERTISERS

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
MAYOR MAHR AND FANWOOD’S SUPER HERO...Mayor Colleen Mahr
and Bruce Zakarin of the Fanwood Recreation Commission participate in the
borough’s Halloween Parade last Wednesday.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
CELEBRATING HALLOWEEN...Fanwood’s annual Halloween Parade was
held last Wednesday, drawing crowds of children and parents who participated
in the festivities.

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
REMEMBERING OUR VETS...In advance of Veterans Day this weekend,
banners honoring "Hometown Heroes" are being put up in downtown Scotch
Plains and Fanwood to honor local veterans and those currently serving in the
armed forces.

Bulletins
Mean
Business

908-232-4407
goleader.com/form/bulletin

Fanwood Receives Grants;
Reveals Veterans Day Plans
By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — Members of the
Borough Council and Mayor Colleen
Mahr met Monday evening to discuss
the newly-awarded Union County
grants for park improvements and
additional trees.

A resolution was introduced to ac-
cept and approve a Union County
grant to improve and expand Fan-
wood parks.

The Union County Kids Recreation
Trust Fund Grant will aid the borough
in making necessary upgrades.

In addition, it was reported that a
Greening Union County Grant will
provide the borough with $1,375 for
10 trees.

In other business, it was noted that
a ceremony, including the laying of
wreaths, will be held at the Fanwood
Memorial Library this Sunday, No-
vember 11, at noon, in honor of Vet-
erans Day. The library is located at 5
Forest Road.

Mayor Mahr observed that there
are more than 100 banners lining the
main streets within the Township of
Scotch Plains and the Borough of
Fanwood to honor local veterans. The

banners are provided through a com-
munity program entitled “Hometown
Heroes.” She noted that a similar
project is in the works for Memorial
Day in May.

It was stated that the banner pro-
gram “will recognize those veterans
(living and deceased) and active mili-
tary personnel who live or lived in
Scotch Plains or Fanwood.”

The project was done in conjunc-
tion with American Legion Post 209,
Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 10122
and St. Bartholomew the Apostle
Roman Catholic Church in Scotch
Plains. The banners include pictures
of local honored veterans and were
paid for by the honorees’ family mem-
bers.

Mayor Mahr also noted that a Vet-
erans Day luncheon was planned im-
mediately following the ceremony at
St. Bartholomew the Apostle Church.

It additionally was noted that an
award of contract was given to TM
Painting to paint the borough’s court-
room and alcove. The color will be
changed to a light green.

The next council meeting is sched-
uled for Monday, November 19, at 7
p.m., at Fanwood Borough Hall.

Brody collected 2,780 votes and Ms.
Williams received 2,574 votes. Trail-
ing them were Sean Keagan Foley,
with 2,212 votes, although he had
withdrawn from the race, and Alfonse
Akins, who netted 2,201 votes.
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Scotch Plains
Dems Win

Zoning Board Okays
New Fence For Legion
By FRED T. ROSSI

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – The zoning
board of adjustment last week unani-
mously approved the installation of
a new fence in front of the American
Legion building on Park Avenue.

Joseph McCourt, the group’s fi-
nance officer, told the zoning board
that the shrubs that currently front
the property were installed about
10 years ago and have gradually
been destroyed due to debris and
the traffic that passes by en route to
the Route 22 bridge or to Route 22
itself. He said a new fence will pro-
vide a barrier from debris but also
provide some privacy to Legion
members during picnics and other
events such as Memorial Day and
Veterans Day that are often held
outdoors in the patio area that is
located alongside Sunset Place.

John Ley, an attorney represent-
ing the Legion at the November 1
hearing, said the fence also would
serve as a noise barrier from traffic
and assist in avoiding interruptions
during Legion services that are held

on the property.
When Zoning Board Chairman

Ken Anderson asked why a six-foot-
high fence was being requested in-
stead of a four-foot-high one, Mr.
McCourt replied that the existing
shrubs are about six feet high. Mr.
Ley said there would be no height
difference between the shrubs and
the new fence, adding that the fence,
which will be made of vinyl, also
would provide for better sight lines
for vehicles exiting Sunset Place
onto Park Avenue since the fence is
thinner than the shrubs. The plan is
to place the fence five feet in from
the sidewalk, “basically in the foot-
print of the shrubs,” according to
Mr. Ley.

The Legion application was the
board’s only agenda item last week.
The board put off until its Thursday,
December 6 meeting a hearing on
an application to install 40 feet of
six-foot-high fencing at the prop-
erty at 2409 Bryant Avenue. The
fence would be installed along Po-
ets Place, which serves as the front
yard of the adjacent property.

A BIG NIGHT...Garwood Mayor-elect Sara Todisco celebrates her victory
Tuesday night with her running-mates, Councilmen-elect Michael Ince, left, and
Sean Benoit.

Ohlig, Oporto, Ostroff
Win Westfield BOE Seats

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

REGION – Westfield Board of
Education President Gretchan R.
Ohlig was reelected Tuesday night
along with incumbent Charles
Ostroff, while Tara Oporto won the
open seat on the board.

Ms. Ohlig received 5,164 votes
followed by Ms. Oporto, 4,206, and
Mr. Ostroff, 3,825, for the three,
three-year term seats, defeating in-
cumbent Robert Garrison, 3,729,
and newcomers Dennis Cariello,
3,453, and Simon Cirasa, 3,297,
who also ran last year.

Democrats again swept the race
for seats on the Union County Board
of Chosen Freeholders. Al Mirabella
of Fanwood, 87,144; Kimberly
Mouded of Westfield, 84,481, and
Andrea Staten of Roselle, 85,589,
defeated Republicans, former
Garwood mayor Patricia
Quattrocchi of Clark, 41,826;
former Garwood councilman Joseph
Sarno of Scotch Plains, 41,883; and
Peter Kane of Summit, 42,068.
Rebecca Williams of Plainfield,
87,049, defeated Peter Lijoi of Sum-

mit, 40,568, for a one-year unex-
pired seat left when Linda Carter
resigned upon being named to a
seat in the state Assembly in the
22nd Legislative replacing the late
Jerry Green.

In a hotly contested race for two
seats on the borough council, Re-
publican council members Robert
Messler, 1,599, and Rachel Pater,
1,622, defeated Democrats Anjali
Mehrotra, 1,316, and Ilena Montes,
1,378.

In Cranford, current mayor Tho-
mas H. Hannen, Jr. was reelected to
his township committee seat, 5,861,
over Republican Richard
Buontempo, 3,793. In the school
board election, newcomer Terry
Darling, 4,567, and incumbents
Maria Loikith, 3,878, and William
Hulse, 3,812, were elected into the
three-year seats. Brian T. McCarthy,
4,726, defeated write-in candidate
Loryn O’Brien, 308, for the one
year remaining on Catherine
Sheridan’s unexpired term.

In the race for the 22nd Legisla-
tive District Assembly seat, Ms.
Carter received 34,316 votes to
13,380 tallies garnered by John
Quattrocchi of Clark.

In the 12th Congressional Dis-
trict, Congresswoman Bonnie
Watson Coleman, a Democrat, won
a third term by defeating Republi-
can Daryl Kipnis, 119,970 to
59,462. The district includes Fan-
wood and most of Scotch Plains.

U.S. Senator Robert Mendez (D)
won a third term Tuesday night over
Bob Hugin of Summit. Mr.
Menendez won Union County by a
margin of 95,822 to 48,076.

In Berkeley Heights, Angie
Devanney, a former town adminis-
trator in Berkeley Heights, defeated
incumbent Republican Mayor Rob-
ert Woodruff, 2,806 to 2,603, for
the mayoral seat.

Voters statewide also passed a
referendum authorizing a school
bond issue, by a tally of 1,027,514
(52 percent) to 940,741 (48 per-
cent).

consists of six council members and
the mayor. All are paid $1 per year
and council members are elected for
three-year terms. The mayor is elected
for a four-year term and there are no
term limits.
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Scotch Plains Planning Bd.
OKs Mixed-Use Building

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – Wrapping up
a process that started several years
ago, the planning board on Monday
gave final approval to the construc-
tion of a mixed-use building on Bartle
Avenue.

With redevelopment of the down-
town beginning to gear up, board
members at a special meeting closely
reviewed the exterior design plans
for the three-story building in an ef-
fort to ensure it did not clash with
what is expected to be a colonial-look
design for any new buildings.

Applicant Lydia Sanchez showed
the board color renderings of the
building, which will be situated in an
empty lot next to the rescue squad
headquarters and across the street
from what will likely be a large multi-
story, mixed-use building on the site
of the library and municipal parking
lot. The exterior of the new building,
which will contain commercial space
on the ground floor and apartments
on the second and third floors, will
feature brick face on the ground floor
and light-colored stucco on the upper
floors. All four sides of the building

will have the same appearance, and
the roof will be red to match the brick
on the ground floor. The plans were
agreed to after a meeting last month
between Ms. Sanchez, her represen-
tative and a subcommittee of the plan-
ning board.

Back in 2015, the board had re-
jected an application to build on the
empty lot after concerns were raised
about the building’s impact on park-
ing and on the operations of the res-
cue squad, but a Superior Court judge
overturned the board’s verdict a year
later.

At Monday’s hearing, prior to the
board’s unanimous vote to approve,
Mayor Alexander Smith, after review-
ing the design sketches, inquired
whether the proposed windows could
be changed from ones containing six
panes to ones with four, an appear-
ance he said was a “more colonial
look,” a suggestion that Ms. Sanchez
said she would consider.

Board Chairwoman Paulette
Coronato thanked the applicant for
her patience and cooperation with the
board and said the new building will
be “the beginning of this whole rede-
velopment” of the downtown area.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
END OF A CAMPAIGN...Republican U.S. Senate Bob Hugin speaks to support-
ers at his election night event at the Stage House on Route in 22 Mountainside. Mr.
Hugin, a Summit resident, was defeated by Democratic U.S. Senator Robert
Mendez who was elected to a third term.

country I never thought I’d hear in the
21st century in America,” he said.

President Donald Trump, in sup-
porting the Republican Party’s cam-
paign, had a closing message of fear,
Mr. Malinowski said.

“Ten days ago, a man who heard
those crackpot conspiracy theories
walked into a synagogue in Pitts-
burgh, Pennsylvania, and gunned
down 11 innocent people while they
were praying. And before that, an-
other man believing the same non-
sense tried the worst attempt at mass
assassination since the night that Lin-
coln was killed,” Mr. Malinowski said.

“This is something much more se-
rious, much more dangerous,” Mr.
Malinowski said.

“Let us be the party of patriotism,”
Mr. Malinowski said. “Let us be the
party that gets out the vote.

“Let us be the party that puts
America’s ideals first,” Mr.
Malinowksi said. “Let us be the party
that unites people.”

Invoking President Abraham Lin-
coln, Mr. Malinowski said this win,
“feels like it was a ‘just enough vir-
tue’ election.”

CELEBRATING VICTORY...Assemblywoman Linda Carter (D-22nd, Plain-
field) celebrates her victory for the one-year unexpired seat in the 22nd Legislative
District with state Senator Nick Scutari (D-22nd, Linden) as Freeholder-elect Kim
Mouded of Westfield looks on.

Mountainside Plays Host to
Local and State Elections

By CAROLINE MCNAMARA
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

MOUNTAINSIDE — Mountain-
side Republican borough council in-
cumbents Rachel Pater and Robert
W. Messler maintained their seats
Tuesday night over Democrats Anjali
Mehrota and Ileana Montes.

“Thank you to the people of Moun-
tainside. We’re thrilled to have won
their support, and we’ll strive to make
sure the folks who didn’t vote for us
know that they are equally repre-
sented,” Campaign Manager JD
Bryden said at a celebration at the
Echo Tap and Grille. “We’re proud to
have stayed above the fray and
avoided delving into the politics of
personal destruction, especially dur-
ing a contentious election season, and
look forward to working hard to keep
Mountainside the gem of a town that
it is.”

Candidates Ms. Mehrota and Ms.
Montes  remained hopeful despite the
loss.

“We don’t have a victory in terms
of winning,” Ms. Montes said. “But
we have a win no matter what.”

Mountainside is predominantly
known to have Republican habitants.
Ms. Montes said she knew that it
would be a difficult campaign from
the start, but she’s proud of Demo-
cratic Mountainside’s progress.

“One of our goals was to build
Democratic Mountainside,” Ms.
Mehrota said. “It was a great exercise
of party building.” 

The vote came to roughly 52 per-
cent Republican and 48 percent
Democrat, a close race to the finish.

Although the election for the bor-
ough council was the local main event,
the state event took center stage.
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