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Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
ANNUAL FUNDRAISER...The Cranford High School Cougar mascot was on
hand for Sunday’s Bloomingdale Avenue School and Orange Avenue School
annual fall 5K, held at Bloomingdale Avenue School. The  event supports the PTAs
of both schools.

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader
OPEN FOR BUSINESS…Westfield’s new temporary ice skating rink opened this
past weekend at Gumbert Park. The facility will remain open until March 2019.

care facilities that prepare and re-
heat food for “at-risk consumers,”
stated Ms. Avallone. Sushi restau-
rants will be categorized as Category-
4 establishments, Ms. Avallone said.

Any restaurant preparing food,
storing food, and “a large majority”
of the restaurants in downtown
Westfield will be considered Cat-
egory-3 establishments, stated Ms.
Avallone. Fast food restaurants not
preparing or seasoning food, but
“simply reheating” or “micro-wav-
ing food” will be considered Cat-
egory-2 establishments.

Ms. Avallone said based on her
estimations around 50 percent of the
150 establishments within Westfield
under the health department’s over-
sight will be defined as Category-3
or Category-4 establishments.

Health Board President Thomas
O’Neill said it seems the department
has proposed a fee schedule “more
reflective to the work each establish-
ment requires.”

Dr. Budnick stated he believes the
“risk-based categorization and fee
structure is better.”

The current registration fee busi-
nesses pay is either $150 annually
or $375 annually, stated Ms.
Avallone. The fee is determined
upon the establishment’s total
square footage and “number of
seats” (patron capacity), stated Ms.
Avallone.

Mr. O’Neill said the board is low-
ering the least costly registration
category by $50 and increasing the
most costly registration category by
$25, emphasizing that not much of
a financial burden nor change will
be unfairly imposed.
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Twn. Amends Code for Cell
Towers, Conv. Store Hours

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — The township
committee introduced an ordinance
at its Monday meeting that would
allow for revisions and additions to
the code relating to cell towers and
telecommunications. A public hear-
ing will be scheduled after review by
the municipal planning board, Town-
ship Clerk Patricia Donahue said.

The Supplemental Use Regulations
of the Code of the Township of
Cranford currently imposes the di-
rection under which site-plan approval
is obtained from the appropriate ap-
proving authority for the construc-
tion of telecommunications towers or
antennas as it is reasonably related to
the public health, safety and general
welfare.

The additions include as stated in
the ordinance that applicants propos-
ing to construct wireless telecommu-
nications antennas and equipment
shall present documentary evidence
at the time of site plan approval appli-
cation regarding the need for such
equipment, exact equipment layout
and coverage areas within the town-
ship.

The additions also spells out where
such cellular equipment should be
placed, citing it be placed in non-
residential districts, with a first prior-
ity that it be located on an existing pole
or building, and that applicants show
evidence they have attempted to lo-
cate the equipment on existing poles
or buildings before applying to erect a
new pole. It also requests particular
information pertaining to the tower be
included in a report in an application.

The committee adopted an amend-
ment to an ordinance regarding the
distance of convenience stores to resi-
dential zones to remove any refer-
ence to the hours of operation.

In April of this year, Township At-
torney Ryan Cooper said the
township’s ordinance restricting con-
venience stores and gasoline stations
that are located within 200 feet of
residential property from being open
to be open between midnight and 5
a.m. was invalidated in a summary
judgment of the state Superior Court
in a lawsuit brought by 7-Eleven,
QuickChek and Wawa.

A new position with the Office of
Economic Development was ap-
proved by the township committee.
The township authorized the appoint-
ment of Caren Demyen as a part-time
administrative assistant within the
Office of Economic Development at
a rate of $17.34 per hour.

A grant application for an Eastman
Street pedestrian improvement project
to reconstruct the stairs on Eastman
Street in front of Track 5 Coffee was
voted to move forward. “The area is
presently not compliant with current
ADA standards and the stairs them-
selves are in need of reconstruction.
The walkways will be made fully com-
pliant with ADA regulations, the stairs
will be reconstructed, and the front
steps will be converted to a retaining
wall system to facilitate the ADA im-
provements,” Deputy Mayor Ann
Dooley told The Westfield Leader.

The township has received a state
grant of $3,000 from the New Jersey
Department of Environmental Ser-
vice NJ Forest Service – Green Com-
munities Grant.

Also, the township committee agreed
to apply for a grant with the New Jersey
Department of Transportation for
Brookside Place drainage improve-
ments. The township is applying for
$1.7 million to go towards the project,
Deputy Mayor Dooley told The Leader.

Since airplane flight patterns
changed in the area, and low lying
aircrafts have resulted in increased
noise in Cranford the township com-
mittee has brought on a resolution
that is to be sent to state government
officials as well as the FAA. The
resolution seeks to restore the aircraft
routes as they were before May 2018.
The resolution requests an explana-
tion for the change in flight patterns
absent proper notice and with total
disregard to the effects such change
has had on the environment and the
residents of Cranford.

During resident comments, Jim
Carvalho of Orange Avenue accused
the township committee of withhold-
ing information pertaining to a law-

suit filed by Edan Ben Elazar against
Macrietta Cleaners, Inc. as well as the
township, and listed a series of ques-
tions he would like answers to. He
also called out the local media saying
the lawsuit has not been reported and
asked what role the township govern-
ment played “in a local press black
out.”

In the lawsuit, Edan Ben Elazar,
plaintiffs, allege they suffered vari-
ous medical injuries as a result of
chemical vapors that infiltrated their
electronics repair shop from leaking
underground storage tanks belonging
to the dry cleaner next door to the
plaintiffs’ shop but are buried in ad-
joining municipal property with the
township’s permission, according to
the appeal.

Then last June the township lost to
the state Supreme Court, which re-
versed the appellate division’s deci-
sion because of the discovery rule
and tort claims act, Mr. Cooper told
The Leader. The township’s insur-
ance company is paying 70 percent of
the defense costs, he said.

Prior to the lawsuit filed by Edan
Ben Elazar, the owners of the dry
cleaners agreed to indemnify the town-
ship for the liability, Mr. Cooper said.

Also, a judgment had ordered
Macrietta Cleaners to pay the legal
costs in full, Mr. Cooper told The
Leader.

Currently, the township is in the
middle of a settlement agreement,
which has yet to be signed, with Edan
Ben Elazar, Mr. Cooper said.

On August 14, 2018, the township
committee voted 4 to 1 to appropriate
$300,000 for the settlement, accord-
ing to minutes of the official meeting.

During commissioner comments,
Commissioner Mary O’Connor said,
“We make a choice about how to treat
each other.” She said it is time to
“look for the positive instead of the
negative.” She told voters “to vote
with integrity and make a difference.”

In a comment about the arrest of a
teacher at Orange Avenue School (see
story on page 2) for threats allegedly
made against the school, Commis-
sioner Patrick Giblin said, “I’d like to
thank the Cranford Police Depart-
ment and Board of Ed. for a swift
response to an incident at one of the
schools over the weekend. I want to
remind residents, if you see some-
thing say something. If you hear some-
thing say something. Please be safe.”

Ohlig, Oporto, Ostroff
Win Westfield BOE Seats

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

REGION – Westfield Board of
Education President Gretchan R.
Ohlig was reelected Tuesday night
along with incumbent Charles Ostroff,
while Tara Oporto won the open seat
on the board.

Ms. Ohlig received 5,164 votes
followed by Ms. Oporto, 4,206, and
Mr. Ostroff, 3,825, for the three, three-
year term seats, defeating incumbent
Robert Garrison, 3,729, and newcom-
ers Dennis Cariello, 3,453, and Simon
Cirasa, 3,297, who also ran last year.

Democrats again swept the race for
seats on the Union County Board of
Chosen Freeholders. Al Mirabella of
Fanwood, 87,144; Kimberly Mouded
of Westfield, 84,481, and Andrea
Staten of Roselle, 85,589, defeated
Republicans, former Garwood mayor
Patricia Quattrocchi of Clark, 41,826;
former Garwood councilman Joseph
Sarno of Scotch Plains, 41,883; and
Peter Kane of Summit, 42,068.
Rebecca Williams of Plainfield,
87,049, defeated Peter Lijoi of Sum-
mit, 40,568, for a one-year unexpired
seat left when Linda Carter resigned
upon being named to a seat in the
state Assembly in the 22nd Legisla-
tive replacing the late Jerry Green.

In a hotly contested race for two
seats on the borough council, Repub-
lican council members Robert
Messler, 1,599, and Rachel Pater,
1,622, defeated Democrats Anjali
Mehrotra, 1,316, and Ilena Montes,
1,378.

In Cranford, current mayor Tho-
mas H. Hannen, Jr. was reelected to
his township committee seat, 5,861,
over Republican Richard Buontempo,
3,793. In the school board election,
newcomer Terry Darling, 4,567, and
incumbents Maria Loikith, 3,878, and
William Hulse, 3,812, were elected
into the three-year seats. Brian T.
McCarthy, 4,726, defeated write-in
candidate Loryn O’Brien, 308, for
the one year remaining on Catherine
Sheridan’s unexpired term.

In the race for the 22nd Legislative
District Assembly seat, Ms. Carter
received 34,316 votes to 13,380 tal-
lies garnered by John Quattrocchi of
Clark.

In the 12th Congressional District,
Congresswoman Bonnie Watson
Coleman, a Democrat, won a third
term by defeating Republican Daryl
Kipnis, 119,970 to 59,462. The dis-
trict includes Fanwood and most of
Scotch Plains.

U.S. Senator Robert Mendez (D)
won a third term Tuesday night over
Bob Hugin of Summit. Mr. Menendez
won Union County by a margin of
95,822 to 48,076.

In Berkeley Heights, Angie
Devanney, a former town administra-
tor in Berkeley Heights, defeated in-
cumbent Republican Mayor Robert
Woodruff, 2,806 to 2,603, for the
mayoral seat.

Voters statewide also passed a ref-
erendum authorizing a school bond
issue, by a tally of 1,027,514 (52
percent) to 940,741 (48 percent).
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GW Election
thank each and every resident for
allowing me to serve my commu-
nity,” Ms. Bianco said.

“It was a hard fought campaign.
I’m scared for the direction of our
town, but as a member of the board
of ed., I will continue to fight for
those that matter the most, our chil-
dren,” Mr. Piarulli said.

Planning board member Stephen
Greet stated the election was a voter
referendum for Garwood to move
forward. He said the election uni-
fies Garwood allowing the borough
to protect and keep a “hometown
approach” to Garwood.

Voters also decided the race for
seats on the borough’s board of edu-
cation. Ralph Trentacosta, 539
votes; Maureen Scepkowski, 480
votes; and Denise Ridente, 567
votes, were elected to the board
over current board member Mary
Ann Kjetsaa, 462 votes, and candi-
date Joseph Miceli, 419 votes.

Scotch Plains Dems Sweep
To Garner Council Control

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS — Democrats
won all three township council seats
in Tuesday’s election, giving them
the majority after a campaign in
which they raised concerns about
the pace and breadth of downtown
redevelopment.

Elizabeth Stamler, Josh Losardo
and Roshan White easily outpolled
Republicans Andrew Bondarowicz,
Jeff Kowalczyk and Sonali Dalvi to
give the Democrats their first coun-
cil majority since 2015. Since the
early 1970s, Democrats have had a
majority on the governing body in
just five different years — 1999,
2013 and the early months of 2014,
2015 and 2016. The winners will be
sworn into office for four-year terms
on Tuesday, January 1.

Unofficial results showed that Ms.
Stamler was the top vote-getter, win-
ning 5,327 votes, with Mr. Losardo
receiving 5,225 votes and Mr.
White, 5,133. Mr. Kowalczyk re-
ceived the most Republican votes,
with 4,330, while Mr. Bondarowicz
garnered 4,265 votes and Mrs. Dalvi
received 4,188.

At their victory party at Jerseyland
Community Center, Democrats were
happy — and seemingly surprised
— by the triple victory. Pronounc-
ing herself “surprised” and “very
humbled that people chose me,” Ms.
Stamler told The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times that she and her
running mates had “worked very
hard as a team.” Mr. White told The
Times that “the hard work has just
begun,” adding that “the residents
are what matters, not [political]
party.” Mr. Losardo said he was
“very excited at the opportunity to
serve the community and continue
to make Scotch Plains a better
place.” He complimented all five of
his fellow council candidates, call-

ing them “terrific,” and advocated
for “no partisanship” moving for-
ward. “Let’s get the job done,” he
said.

At the Republicans’ election gath-
ering, held at the rescue squad build-
ing, the mood was subdued through-
out the hour of vote-counting. Mayor
Alexander Smith congratulated the
Democrats, whose victories will
make him the second mayor in re-
cent times to preside over a council
controlled by the other party. For
several months in 2014, Democratic
Mayor Kevin Glover led a council
controlled by Republicans.

“I hope we can work together and
continue what we’ve been doing,”
Mayor Smith said of the new politi-
cal landscape. “There is lots to do
to get ready for next year.” At the
top of next year’s agenda will be
downtown redevelopment, as de-
velopers’ formal proposals for the
8.2 acres of public property are
evaluated by township profession-
als and the council.

Unofficial results for the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Educa-
tion showed Karen Kulikowski,
Debora Brody and Tonya Williams
winning the three available seats.
Ms. Kulikowski garnered 3,078
votes, Ms. Brody collected 2,780
votes and Ms. Williams received
2,574 votes. Trailing them were
Sean Keagan Foley, with 2,212
votes, although he had withdrawn
from the race, and Alfonse Akins,
who netted 2,201 votes.

DEMS SWEEP SCOTCH PLAINS...Democrats Elizabeth Stamler, Josh Losardo
and Roshan White celebrated their election to the Scotch Plains township council
at an election night party at the Jerseyland Community Center.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
END OF A CAMPAIGN...Republican U.S. Senate Bob Hugin speaks to support-
ers at his election night event at the Stage House on Route in 22 Mountainside. Mr.
Hugin, a Summit resident, was defeated by Democratic U.S. Senator Robert
Menendez who was elected to a third term.

Mountainside Plays Host to
Local and State Elections

By CAROLINE MCNAMARA
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE — Mountain-
side Republican borough council
incumbents Rachel Pater and Rob-
ert W. Messler maintained their seats
Tuesday night over Democrats
Anjali Mehrota and Ileana Montes.

“Thank you to the people of
Mountainside. We’re thrilled to have
won their support, and we’ll strive
to make sure the folks who didn’t
vote for us know that they are equally
represented,” Campaign Manager
JD Bryden said at a celebration at
the Echo Tap and Grille. “We’re
proud to have stayed above the fray
and avoided delving into the poli-
tics of personal destruction, espe-
cially during a contentious election
season, and look forward to work-
ing hard to keep Mountainside the
gem of a town that it is.”

Candidates Ms. Mehrota and Ms.
Montes  remained hopeful despite
the loss.

“We don’t have a victory in terms
of winning,” Ms. Montes said. “But
we have a win no matter what.”

Mountainside is predominantly
known to have Republican habi-
tants. Ms. Montes said she knew
that it would be a difficult campaign
from the start, but she’s proud of
Democratic Mountainside’s
progress.

“One of our goals was to build
Democratic Mountainside,” Ms.
Mehrota said. “It was a great exer-
cise of party building.” 

The vote came to roughly 52 per-
cent Republican and 48 percent
Democrat, a close race to the finish.

Although the election for the bor-
ough council was the local main
event, the state event took center
stage.
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