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Westfield, Summit to See
Drop In County Taxes

Primary Voters to Decide
Garwood Mayoral Race

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD — This Tuesday, June
5, Garwood Democratic voters will
go to the polls to decide a Primary
Election mayoral battle between
Mayor Charles Lombardo and Coun-
cilwoman Sara Todisco. The winner
will face Republican Councilwoman
Ileen Cuccaro in the General Election
in November.

Mayor Lombardo was elected mayor
in 2014, having previously served as a
borough councilman from 1986 to 2007.

He said he is a 43-year Garwood
resident, “with 25 years of political
experience in this town.”

“I have the maturity, integrity, and
time and energy to devote to Garwood
residents,” Mayor Lombardo said.

“I plan to continue to strive for fiscal
responsibility, civility, and respect on
the council floor; transparency in gov-
ernment issues, and to do what is best
for Garwood residents,” Mayor
Lombardo stated.

He said it is important to do what is
best for Garwood residents with re-
gard to redevelopment of blighted
properties, and the upcoming revalua-
tion of residential properties, “which
was mandated by the state.”

“As always, I will continue to follow
through with open communication with
residents, listening to what they have to
say,” Mayor Lombardo said.

The mayor said “he was very sur-
prised” Ms. Todisco “would follow
the path to divide the Democratic Party
in Garwood” by running against him
in the Primary.

“The issues in this race are seeing
that all borough departments are ad-
equately funded without diminishing
services or overtaxing the residents,”
Mayor Lombardo said.

He said Garwood residents must be
heard and included in meetings re-
garding current and upcoming rede-
velopment projects.

Ms. Todisco said the Primary elec-
tion “is not about challenging anyone,
it’s about enabling Garwood Demo-
crats to choose the best candidates for
the General Election rather than just a
handful of committee members mak-
ing that decision.”

Currently, Councilwoman Todisco
is serving her third term on the bor-
ough council. Ms. Todisco, who was
first elected in 2011 after being named
to a council vacancy in May of that
year, said Garwood is at a “pivotal
point in its history and it’s going to
need strong, proactive leadership as
we embark on redevelopment.”

“We need a leader that will ensure
our residents are informed about what’s
going on in town and receive timely
responses from their elected leaders,”
said Ms. Todisco. She said the
“borough’s revaluation and other chal-
lenges over the next four years” will
require such leadership.

“I am 100 percent committed to
treating the office of mayor as a full-
time job because times demand it,”
Ms. Todisco said.

Ms. Todisco said, if elected mayor,
she would establish “quarterly meet-
ings” between council, planning board
and board of education representa-
tives. She said the meetings would
“ensure improved communication”
between each entity.

Ms. Todisco also is proposing a
“Citizens Advisory Panel,” involving
“talented, experienced residents” who
want “to get more involved in town,”
she stated, “which is exactly why we
need a more open application process
for appointments to boards and com-
mittees.”

Garwood Board OK’s
Accessory Structure

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD — At Wednesday’s
planning board meeting, applicant
Diane Perona was unanimously ap-
proved for a variance relief for an
accessory structure on the side-yard
property line located at 161 Spruce
Avenue. The land use code states the
accessory structure must be at least
three feet from the property line. Ms.
Perona’s generator (accessory struc-
ture) was installed 18 inches from the
property line.

Planning Board member Bill
Nierstedt said the generator had been
installed without following the proper
procedure, thus the homeowners were
in violation. He said the homeowners
should have sought planning board
approval for variance relief before
installing the generator.

Attorney Richard S. Schkolnick
stated that Ms. Perona’s husband
would testify for the applicant, ex-
plaining why the generator had been
installed.

“I made a misjudgment. My 80-year-
old mother-in-law was sick and living
in our home,” Joseph Perona said.

Mr. Perona said he did not want a
“(Hurricane) Sandy-type situation” to
impact his mother-in-law’s mortality.
The generator runs or turns on once a
week for maintenance and has not
been used for extended periods since it
has been installed, stated Mr. Perona.

“It made the most sense to me to put
it in that location and I had it profes-
sionally installed,” said Mr. Perona,
describing why he chose his side yard

for the generator location.
Mr. Perona said until he received a

violation notice he had “forgotten”
about the generator as his mother-in-
law has since passed.

“We’re talking 18 inches. Mr.
Perona’s neighbor is here and he will
testify he does not have a problem
with the generator,” Mr. Schkolnick
said.

Mr. Schkolnick said Mr. Perona
had intended for the generator to be
placed in the front yard surrounded
by appropriate landscaping. However,
Cranford Township would not allow
the structure to be placed in the front
yard, stated Mr. Perona.

“Would you allow it to be in-
spected?” questioned planning board
member Michael Vena.

Mr. Vena said the generator also is
next to an air conditioner, which would
require variance relief. The air condi-
tioner had not been reported to the
borough either. The air conditioner
would be a second accessory struc-
ture not three feet from the neighbor-
ing property line, stated Mr. Vena.

Planning Board Attorney Donald
Fraser said planning board approval
should include variance relief for the
air conditioner. The home was pur-
chased with it already installed, stated
Mr. Perona. Including the air condi-
tioner would eliminate the need for
Mr. Perona or other homeowners to
seek variance relief for future viola-
tions, explained Mr. Fraser.

The next regularly scheduled plan-
ning board meeting is Wednesday,
June 27.

Primary Voters to Decide
House Race In 7th District

By ZOE RADER AND
PAUL J. PEYTON

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

REGION — New Jersey Primary
Election voters face several deci-
sions this Tuesday, June 5, in both
local and federal elections. Among
them are the highly contested races
in the 7th Congressional District
and for Senate.

In the 7th Congressional District,
three Democrats fight for the Pri-
mary vote: Tom Malinowski of
Rocky Hill in Somerset County,
Goutam Jois of Summit and Peter
Jacob of Pluckemin in Somerset
County.

Mr. Malinowski has the most po-

litical experience of the Democrats.
After graduating from Oxford Uni-
versity, he served on President Bill
Clinton’s National Security Coun-
cil, worked as the Washington di-
rector of Human Rights Watch, and
most recently held the title of assis-
tant secretary of state under Presi-
dent Barack Obama.

Mr. Jois, on the other hand, is an
attorney and currently works for
Atlas Corps, a group that brings
nonprofit leaders to the United
States. Mr. Jacob is a social worker
and runs a New Jersey homeless
shelter program.

Across the board, the Democrats’
platforms advocate affordable

healthcare for all Americans and
for women’s rights such as equal
pay for equal work.

Mr. Jacob is running on the
“People’s Platform,” a progressive-
oriented campaign aimed at getting
big money out of politics, said Aaron
Hyndman, the outreach director for
the Jacob campaign. His campaign
also fights for raising the minimum
wage to $15 per hour, guaranteeing
fully-funded public college and
criminal justice reform.

“I think Peter’s committed to be-
ing bold, brave and progressive,”
Mr. Hyndman said. “He realizes that
for Democrats to be not just victo-
rious but also effective in making
positive changes to our country, we
need to provide contrasting ideas
and values to Republicans like
Leonard Lance.”

Mr. Malinowski and Mr. Jois are
running more moderate campaigns.

Mr. Malinowski’s top issues in-
clude maintaining Planned Parent-
hood funding, funding the gateway
tunnel between New York City and
New Jersey and making the cost of
living in New Jersey affordable, said
Benji Schwartz, Mr. Malinowski’s
deputy communications director.

“Tom is the candidate who won’t
need to be taught on the job,” Mr.
Schwartz said in an e-mail. “He
already has the experience neces-
sary to hit the ground running. If
elected, Tom can bring that experi-
ence to Congress and form power-
ful coalitions...”

Mr. Jois’ campaign advocates for
civil rights and LGBTQ rights as
well as providing employment and
education for veterans. His Democ-
racy 2.0 program includes adding
three amendments to the U.S. Con-
stitution that combat corruption in
government and voting practices.

Mr. Jois said his campaign aims
to give people a voice and “an op-
portunity to engage with politics.”
He also said he is ready to take on
the very divided government if
elected.

 “I am willing to work with any-

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

COUNTY — County taxes are go-
ing down this year in eight of the 21
towns in Union County. The county
adopted a $483.6-million budget on
May 17 which raises taxes $6.2 million
to $360.97 million or 1.75 percent over
last year, the lowest increase in 15
years, according to Freeholder Bruce
Bergen, this year’s fiscal affairs chair-
man.

Westfield and Summit, which are
paying the two highest amounts in
county taxes, will see a decrease, as will
Berkeley Heights, Kenilworth, Moun-
tainside, Plainfield, Roselle Park and
Winfield, according to a spreadsheet
obtained by The Westfield Leader last
week.

Taxes in Westfield will be down
$104,543 for a total of $40,028,117
with the average assessed home paying
$3,897 a slight decrease of $14 from
2017. Summit taxpayers will pay

$37,672,817, a decrease of $876,027
from last year, with the average county
tax bill being $4,967, down $127.

Scotch Plains taxpayers will pay
$22,122,684, an increase of $747,406,
with the average assessed home paying
$2,724, up $90 from last year. Fan-
wood will pay $6,345,523, an increase
of $181,311, with the average assessed
home paying $2,356, up $68.

Cranford’s total county tax will be
$23,388,701, an increase of $1,330,560,
with the average assessed home paying
$2,588, up $153. Mountainside’s tax is
$9,254,450, down $89,349. The aver-
age Mountainside homeowner will pay
$3,167, down $55.

The total Garwood tax is $3,748,773,
an increase of $205,574, with the aver-
age borough home paying $2,081, a
$141 increase over 2017.

During last Thursday’s agenda meet-
ing that proceeded the evening’s regu-
lar meeting, the freeholders thanked

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
THANK YOU, DET. LIEBERMAN...The casket of Westfield Police Detective
Eric Lieberman, who died suddenly last week, is carried by police pallbearers into
the Holy Trinity Roman Catholic Church for his funeral on Saturday morning.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
REMEMBERING OUR VETERANS...Marchers proceed up East Broad Street en route to Fairview Cemetery during
Monday’s Westfield Memorial Day Parade.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
SALUTING OUR VETS...At the annual Westfield Memorial Day Parade, chil-
dren and parents alike come out to salute the heroes of wars.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8
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Brooks Crandall for The Westfield Leader
REUNITED...Ninety-three-year-old World War II veteran Peter Klein and 97-
year-old Dan Sullivan watch the Cranford Memorial  Day Parade ceremonies and
shared a special reunion as they realized they knew each other from school days
growing up in Elizabeth. They also realized they were both in France during the
war. Mr. Klein was on the beaches of Normandy and Mr. Sullivan's ship, the USS
Texas, was providing cover for the Allied troops.
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Educators of the Year
Lauded by Cranford BOE

Lance Gives Views on
N. Korea, Mueller Probe

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – Congressman
Leonard Lance (R-7th, Westfield)
discussed a range of issues, from the
cancelled North Korea summit to the
Rahway River flood control project,
during an interview Friday at The
Westfield Leader.

The five-term Congressman said
of the cancelled talks between Presi-
dent Donald Trump and Kim Jong-un
that, “I think we have to be cautious
with the North Korea dictator. I don’t
think this is the end of negotiations,
and I hope those negotiations con-
tinue; certainly the United States
should negotiate from a position of
strength.”

He said the Chinese government
needs to be involved in “tamping
down the aggressiveness of its
younger, much less responsible sib-
ling.”

“North Korea is a very isolated
society and so we have to be careful
in negotiating with them,” Mr. Lance
said. He said he believes Secretary of
State Mike Pompeo, who he served
with on the House Energy and Com-
merce Committee, will negotiate from
a position of strength. He said three
previous Presidents “have tried and
have not been successful” in negoti-
ating with North Korea.

“I am sure this President wants this
to be a crowning achievement of his
administration,” Mr. Lance said.

Mr. Lance also served in the House
with Vice-President Mike Pence when
he was a member of Congress from
2009 to 2012, when Mr. Pence was
elected governor of Indiana.

The Congressman said on the turn-
over in the Trump Administration that
he would “like to see greater stability
in the White House. Only time will
tell if that will occur.” He said he has
confidence in Mr. Pompeo as well as
Secretary of Defense James Mattis
and U.S. Ambassador to the United
Nations Nikki Haley.

When asked about the ongoing in-
vestigation by Special Counsel Rob-
ert Mueller, Mr. Lance said he was
the “first Republican member of Con-
gress to call for (Attorney General)
Jeff Sessions to recuse himself “in the
appointment of a special counsel. Mr.
Sessions agreed, at which time Deputy
Attorney General Rod Rosenstein
appointed Mr. Mueller.

“I support the Mueller investiga-
tion. I hope it can conclude in a timely
fashion,” he said. “Let the evidence
lead to the facts. Of course the special
counsel has already indicated that the
President is not a target.” He said he
also hopes President Trump will tes-
tify before Mr. Mueller.

He said that “impeachment is a
serious matter.”

“I think the Democrats would be
foolish to run on the issue of im-
peachment,” Mr. Lance said.

Mr. Lance has done 47 town halls
in his tenure, dating back to 2009. He
also is a member of the House Energy
and Commerce Committee and the
House Ethics Committee. Mr. Lance
is a member of the Problem Solvers
Caucus, which includes 50 members
equally divided between Democrats

and Republicans, as is the House Eth-
ics Committee.

On the Rahway River Watershed
Project, he said, “we want to make
sure the funding continues,” noting
the issues are bipartisan in nature.

The Congressman said he opposes
tariffs, noting that the congressional
district “is a free trade district” and
that New Jersey is an export state.

He said he did not vote for the
Iranian agreement in the House dur-
ing the Obama Administration, not-
ing that the House of Representatives
voted the agreement down. “The only
reason it went into existence is that
the Senate didn’t vote on it. There
was a filibuster. If the Senate had
voted on it, it would have been de-
feated in the Senate as well and it
would not have gone into effect,” he
said. He said he was concerned that
the agreement allowed $100 billion
of frozen Iranian assets to be unfro-
zen and given back to Iran.

“And some of those funds were
used for terrorism,” Mr. Lance said.

The Congressman said his office
has closed 5,000 pieces of casework.
He also noted that he has returned
around $1 million in allowance funds
through his first nine years in office.

On the issue of deducting state and
local taxes on federal tax returns, Mr.
Lance said he is hopeful that the In-
ternal Revenue Service will permit
the full deduction for 2018 property
taxes that were paid in 2017 prior to
a change in limiting the deduction for
state and local taxes to $10,000. Mr.
Lance said he did not vote in favor of
the tax bill signed by President Trump
because he opposed the $10,000 cap.
He said he wanted the full amount to
be allowed, noting it has been in the
federal tax code since the modern tax
code was created in 1913.

He also said he opposed the tax bill
because he fears it will increase the
federal deficit over the next decade.

The Congressman noted that he
will vote to keep the federal govern-
ment open, saying he opposes a shut-
down. The vote is expected to come
up again in September. He also said in
a recent press release on mass
shootings that, “It’s time Congress
end the gridlock and enact these bills
to make schools safer and keep deadly
weapons away from those who wish
to do us harm.” He supports back-
ground checks for all gun purchases,
the strengthening of school security,
banning bump stocks and efforts to
prevent “violent and dangerous indi-
viduals from purchasing weapons.”

By ROBYN ORR-GIOFFRE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — Recipients of the
Governor’s Educator of the Year
Award and three programs at Cran-
ford High School (CHS) were lauded
at the Cranford Board of Education
meeting on May 21.

Richard Bell, Erica Campbell,
Matthew Fichter, Maureen Foye,
Sherryl Lazo, Caitlin Murach, Jill
Pierce, Magaly Rodriguez, Elena
Saldutti, Danielle Speranza, Whitney
Taylor and Joy Wagenblast have been
selected by the Governor’s Educator
of the Year Committee for the 2017-
2018 school year as Educators of the
Year in Cranford.

Superintendent of Schools Scott
Rubin, Ed.D., commented that attain-
ing this distinct honor was a chal-
lenge in Cranford, as there are so
many good teachers in the district.

“These folks really have distin-
guished themselves,” Mr. Rubin fur-
ther commented.

Supervisor of Language Arts and
Media, K-12, Susan Ritter, presented
the board with the update on lan-
guage arts programs at Cranford High
School and offered the board a “snap-
shot” of the three new programs that
have been offered.

The Intergenerational Community
Book Read is a book study made up
of students, parents/guardians, grand-
parents, faculty, staff and administra-
tors. Although Mr. Rubin and the
board members were not a part of the
study this year, Ms. Ritter encour-
aged them to be a part of the program
next year. More than 40 members
participated in the study and each
member was given five nonfiction
texts to read.

Chosen works were stories of indi-
viduals confronted with limitations
stemming from racial, physical, so-
cioeconomic and gender issues. Some
goals of the book study are to foster a
lifelong love of reading and learning,
to promote student leadership oppor-
tunities through student-led discus-
sions and to form new relationships
and appreciation of different perspec-
tives.

Another novice program was News
Source: Dialogue, the online news
source for students at the high school.

CHS Language Arts teacher Rob
Ciarrocca spoke to the board about
this class, and relayed one of the main
goals of the course involved offering
a digital space for student-driven con-
tent that reflects the diverse beliefs,
interests, passions and skills of the
individuals and groups in the com-
munity.

According to the CHS students,
this course helped them develop a
critical eye for grammar, language
and tone while maintaining an author’s
purpose. Additionally, it gave stu-
dents the opportunity to learn how to
use WordPress through a well-de-
signed backend process.

Student editor Julia Vaughn was
quoted in the presentation saying, “I
decided to join Dialogue because I
feel that it is a good way to stay in
touch with the student community. I
believe a student news source is im-
portant to maintaining a unified and
engaged student body.”

The CHS Writing Center was cre-
ated to provide tutors the opportunity
to instruct their peers in expository,
argumentative and narrative writing.

The main client of the Writing Cen-
ter, according to Writing Center Di-
rector Nicole Conter, are ninth- and
10th-grade students at any level.

The center was established to bet-
ter their academic writing with a fo-
cus on the writing process, and the
revision process in particular.

The Writing Center practices
Minimalist tutoring, adopted from a
program at Rutgers University, which
asks the student to improve writing
skills with guidance from a more ex-
perienced writer who acts as a coach
instead of an editor.

In other board business, several
professional service reappointments
were made by the board including
Summit Medical Group for medical
services, Anthony P. Sciarillo of the
law firm of Sciarillo, Cornell, Merlino,
McKeever and Osborne, LLC for le-
gal services and Hodulik & Morrison,
P.A., for auditing services.

Additionally, the board approved
the renewal of several contracts, in-
cluding transportation contracts with
George Dapper Inc., J & J Transpor-
tation and Amaker & Porterfield
Management LLC.

The job of assistant superintendent
for curriculum and instruction in the
district has been posted. According to
Mr. Rubin, more than 100 applicants
have responded. According to the
posting, the starting date of employ-
ment for the position will be July 1.

The board accepted a donation from
the Cranford High School Class of
2017 Project Graduation in the
amount of $5,000 to be used for the
rental of portable air conditioning in
the gymnasium of CHS if the need
should arise during the June gradua-
tion ceremony.

The next board of education meet-
ing will take place on Monday, June
11, at 7:30 p.m.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

County Taxes
now former freeholder Linda Carter for
her efforts during her seven years and
five months on the board. Ms. Carter, a
former city councilwoman in her home-
town of Plainfield, was sworn in last
Thursday in Trenton to the 22nd Legis-
lative District Assembly seat left vacant
last month by the death of longtime
Assemblyman Jerry Green (D).

She thanked the freeholders she
served with as well as the county em-
ployees, saying the board and staff
“work as a team and are a family.”

“We are just so proud of you,” Free-
holder Al Mirabella told Ms. Carter. “I
know you are going to do great things
on the state level.”

Freeholder Mohamed Jalloh added
that Ms. Carter is “going to have a huge
impact on the state level.”

The board also honored the Westfield
High School Football Team for winning
its third straight, North Jersey, Section 2,
Group 5 state championship this past fall
as well as the Roselle Catholic Girls
Basketball Team fore winning its sixth
championship in school history. The
Elizabeth Portugal Day Parade Com-
mittee received a resolution on the 40th
anniversary of their parade to be held
this Sunday, June 3, beginning at 2 p.m.
on Elizabeth Avenue.

The board also passed a resolution
recognizing the Westfield Area YMCA
Achievers program for its upcoming
20th anniversary gala to be held Friday,
June 15. Resolutions also were ap-
proved for freeholder sponsorships of
the annual Cranford Cougar Dash 5K
Run and Fun Run, held April 15 at
Nomahegan Park; the New Providence
Independence Day Celebration slated
for Tuesday, July 3, and the Clark Girls’
Softball League for costs associated
with the Valerie Fund Walk held April
21 at Oak Ridge Park.

The freeholders also passed a resolu-
tion proclaiming this Saturday, June 2,
as Gun Violence Awareness Day
throughout Union County and encour-
aging residents to “wear orange to honor
those who have lost their lives and
loved ones, and to demand a future free
from gun violence.”
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OPEN HOUSE: Sunday, June 3rd

234 West Dudley Avenue, Westfield $1,325,000
This stately, 6 bedroom, 3.1 bath Victorian Colonial offers old world charm coupled
with today’s must have amenities.  Notable features include three tremendous
levels of living space, lots of windows to bring the outdoors in and refinished
wood floors.  Many of the rooms have been newly painted. Living room featuring
beamed ceiling and wood burning fireplace, eat-in kitchen equipped with a center
island breakfast bar, stainless steel appliances & granite countertops. Fabulous
enclosed screened porch. Situated on over a half acre of sprawling grounds, this
property offers exceptional living space both inside & out.

OPEN HOUSE: Sunday, June 10th

125 East Dudley Avenue, Westfield $1,295,000
Gracious Dutch Colonial offering expansive rooms and beautiful architectural
appointments throughout including beamed ceilings, gleaming hardwood floors
and beautiful detailed moldings. This home features 12 rooms, 7 bedrooms and
3.3 baths.  Eat-in kitchen with Carrara marble countertops, impressive family
room with beamed ceiling and fireplace, office with outside entry and spacious
master bedroom retreat with incredible closet space and private bath.  Situated on
nearly a half acre lot with private backyard with deck and covered side porch.
Conveniently located to schools, town, and NYC transportation.
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7th District Primary
one with common goals and com-
mon facts,” Mr. Jois added.

On the Republican side of the 7th
District ballot, Primary voters will
choose from among five-term Con-
gressman Leonard Lance and chal-
lengers Lindsay C. Brown of Clark
and Raafat Barsoom of Annandale
in Hunterdon County.

“I run for re-nomination based
upon my record. Should I be suc-
cessful at the Primary I will run for
re-election in the autumn based upon
my record,” Mr. Lance said. “I be-
lieve I represent the views of the
overwhelming majority of the
people in this district.

“I was named the 13th most bi-
partisan member of the Congress.
That’s 13 out of 435 (members),”
he said. He said the survey was by
the Richard Lugar Center at
Georgetown University.

“I run based upon my ethical in-
tegrity,” he said. He also noted that
he is a lifelong resident of the Con-
gressional district.

Ms. Brown, a web developer and
project manager, said, “My profes-
sional skills are almost identical to
being a legislator where I have to
negotiate the needs and desires of a
really diverse population of stake-
holders and bring about the best
possible outcome. That’s just like
trying to negotiate policy.”

Her campaign promotes women’s
rights such as paid family leave and
empowering women to get involved
in business and government. Trans-
parency in government and single-
player healthcare also are key as-
pects of her platform.

Mr. Barsoom is an emergency and

trauma doctor at Hunterdon Medi-
cal Center. His campaign centers
around supporting the Second
Amendment, cutting property taxes
and fighting the opioid crisis. Dr.
Barsoom is a strong supporter of
President Donald Trump, unlike Ms.
Brown. Ms. Brown said she does,
however, recognize the work the
Trump administration has put into
bipartisan issues such as infrastruc-
ture.

“As a Republican, I would abso-
lutely work to negotiate within the
party to work on issues that the
Trump administration wants to
champion,” she said.

In the 12th District, which in-
cludes Scotch Plains and Fanwood,
two-term Democratic Congress-
woman Bonnie Watson Coleman
and Republican Daryl Kipnis are
both unopposed in the Primary Elec-
tion.

Voters also will decide a conten-
tious Garwood mayoral race be-
tween Democrats Charles
Lombardo, the current mayor, and
Sara Todisco, a two-term council-
woman. The winner will face Re-
publican Councilwoman Ileen
Cuccaro (see story on page 1.) This
election year’s ballot is topped by
the United States Senate race. Two-
term Democratic senator Robert
Menendez of Harrison faces a chal-
lenge from Lisa A. McCormick of
Rahway.

Mr. Menendez’s corruption trial
last year resulted in a hung jury. In
January, the Justice Department
opted not to retry the case after a
federal judge acquitted Mr.
Menendez and co-defendant,
Florida eye doctor Salomon Melgen,
on seven of the 18 corruption counts.
Last month, the Senate Ethics Com-
mittee “severely admonished” Mr.
Menendez for accepting gifts in re-
turn for helping Dr. Melgen.

Ms. McCormick is a small busi-
ness owner of CMD Media, a com-
munity news website. Some aspects
of her platform include expanding
free public education through col-
lege, establishing a universal basic
income given to all Americans and
expanding Social Security.

“I think the Democrats have been
a little too willing to compromise,”
Ms. McCormick said. “We have to
have people who are standing their
ground.”

Republican Bob Hugin of Sum-
mit, the establishment pick and
frontrunner, faces a challenge from
Brian D. Goldberg of Livingston.

Mr. Hugin was an active duty
infantry officer and then a Reserve
Officer in the United States Marine
Corps and has worked in business
and healthcare sectors. New Jersey
infrastructure and eliminating the
cap on state and local tax deduc-
tions — known as SALT — are key
components of Mr. Hugin’s plat-
form.

Mr. Goldberg, the opposing Re-
publican, has had a political career
in New Jersey and ran in the New
Jersey Republican Primary for Sen-
ate in 2014. He supports a strong
national defense system, lower taxes
and protecting the U.S. Constitu-
tion.

In the race for Union County Free-
holder, Democratic incumbent Al
Mirabella, the Scotch Plains mu-
nicipal manager, and his running
mates, Kimberly Mouded of
Westfield and Andrea Staten, a
former Roselle councilwoman, face
a challenge from Alex Lospinoso,
Patrick Gargano and Kaiby
Sandoval, all of Linden, and are
running on the line with Linden
Mayor Derek Armstead. The win-
ners will take on Republicans
Patricia Quattrocchi of Clark, a
former Garwood mayor, current
Garwood Councilman Joseph Sarno
and Peter Kane of Summit.

Polls are open from 6 a.m. until 8
p.m. on Tuesday.

She also proposes changes to coun-
cil meetings that would include ex-
tending the public comment portion of
meetings from three minutes to five
minutes.

Ms. Todisco’s running mates are
Michael Ince and Sean Benoit. Mayor
Lombardo’s running mates are Vincent
Kearney and Jennyfer Guerrero.

All four Democratic candidates were
asked why they chose to run for the
Democratic council nomination, gar-
nering the opportunity to challenge
Republican council nominees.

“I began to take note of the apparent
infighting taking place within our lo-
cal government. I was aware Garwood
has major changes on its horizons,”
Mr. Ince said.

Mr. Ince said, “it’s important now
more than ever that Garwood has lead-
ership that acts based on teamwork
and getting things done, not infight-
ing.” He said giving back to the com-
munity is aligned with his value sys-
tem, as his values prompted him to
pursue a more than 30-year career in
law enforcement.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Garwood Primary
Mr. Benoit said he is running for

borough council, “to give back to the
town that my family and I now call
home.”

“I have always devoted myself to
the betterment of others,” he said.

Ms. Guerrero responded that, “I love
Garwood, and I want to help my com-
munity to continue to move in the right
direction. Running for office is about
using this opportunity to build and
grow our community.”

Mr. Kearney said he was running,
“because I believe in being of service
to the people around me. It’s the same
reason I chose law enforcement as a
profession: I want to help.”

Mr. Kearney said he would bring the
professional knowledge and team-
minded skill set from 15 years law
enforcement experience to the council.

The Democratic council nominees
chosen in their party’s Primary will
face Republican council candidates
Kimberly Salmon and Jennifer A. Sirak
in the fall as the GOP candidates do
not have any opposition in the Pri-
mary.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
WASHINGTON UPDATE...Congressman Leonard Lance (R-7th), left, speaks to
editor Paul Peyton during an interview Friday at The Westfield Leader.

Courtesy of Jack McCurdy
OUR HEROES...Mountainside Mayor Paul Mirabelli, at the podium, makes
remarks during the borough’s Memorial Day services.
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Primary Voters to Decide
House Race In 7th District

New Parks and Recreation
Dir. Getting Up To Speed

Westfield, Summit to See
Drop In County Taxes

By ZOE RADER AND
PAUL J. PEYTON

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

REGION — New Jersey Primary
Election voters face several deci-
sions this Tuesday, June 5, in both
local and federal elections. Among
them are the highly contested races
in the 7th Congressional District and
for Senate.

In the 7th Congressional District,
three Democrats fight for the Pri-
mary vote: Tom Malinowski of
Rocky Hill in Somerset County,
Goutam Jois of Summit and Peter
Jacob of Pluckemin in Somerset
County.

Mr. Malinowski has the most po-

litical experience of the Democrats.
After graduating from Oxford Uni-
versity, he served on President Bill
Clinton’s National Security Coun-
cil, worked as the Washington direc-
tor of Human Rights Watch, and
most recently held the title of assis-
tant secretary of state under Presi-
dent Barack Obama.

Mr. Jois, on the other hand, is an
attorney and currently works for At-
las Corps, a group that brings non-
profit leaders to the United States.
Mr. Jacob is a social worker and runs
a New Jersey homeless shelter pro-
gram.

Across the board, the Democrats’
platforms advocate affordable
healthcare for all Americans and for
women’s rights such as equal pay for
equal work.

Mr. Jacob is running on the
“People’s Platform,” a progressive-
oriented campaign aimed at getting
big money out of politics, said Aaron
Hyndman, the outreach director for
the Jacob campaign. His campaign
also fights for raising the minimum
wage to $15 per hour, guaranteeing
fully-funded public college and
criminal justice reform.

“I think Peter’s committed to be-
ing bold, brave and progressive,”
Mr. Hyndman said. “He realizes that
for Democrats to be not just victori-
ous but also effective in making posi-
tive changes to our country, we need
to provide contrasting ideas and val-

ues to Republicans like Leonard
Lance.”

Mr. Malinowski and Mr. Jois are
running more moderate campaigns.

Mr. Malinowski’s top issues in-
clude maintaining Planned Parent-
hood funding, funding the gateway
tunnel between New York City and
New Jersey and making the cost of
living in New Jersey affordable, said
Benji Schwartz, Mr. Malinowski’s
deputy communications director.

“Tom is the candidate who won’t
need to be taught on the job,” Mr.
Schwartz said in an e-mail. “He al-
ready has the experience necessary
to hit the ground running. If elected,
Tom can bring that experience to
Congress and form powerful coali-
tions...”

Mr. Jois’ campaign advocates for
civil rights and LGBTQ rights as
well as providing employment and
education for veterans. His Democ-
racy 2.0 program includes adding
three amendments to the U.S. Con-
stitution that combat corruption in
government and voting practices.

Mr. Jois said his campaign aims to
give people a voice and “an opportu-
nity to engage with politics.” He also
said he is ready to take on the very
divided government if elected.

 “I am willing to work with anyone
with common goals and common
facts,” Mr. Jois added.

On the Republican side of the 7th

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — As he
geared up for the busy summer camp
season that gets underway at the
end of June, Parks and Recreation
Director DJ Salvante said this week
his first five months on the job have
been “exciting and interesting since
day one.”

Speaking to The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times, Mr. Salvante said
he has spent a lot of time this year
“getting an understanding of where
we are and what we need to do.”
Topping his to-do list at the mo-
ment is overseeing the department’s

summer camp program, which
serves several hundred youngsters
every July and August.

“I’m learning my history and get-
ting an understanding” of the pro-
grams, he said. Mr. Salvante said
the task requires a lot of attention to
detail, and he relies on his “great
staff” at the municipal building and
the public works staff that main-
tains the parks and fields. He also
singled out the recreation commis-
sion, which hired him late last year,
as being “very helpful to me.”

Mr. Salvante came to Scotch
Plains after nearly three years as
recreation superintendent in Union

Township and, before that, director
of operations at the Turtle Back
Zoo in West Orange. He said he was
drawn to the position in Scotch
Plains when it opened up last Octo-
ber because its purview included
both parks and recreation.

“That was the most exciting to
me,” he recalled, saying he wanted
more involvement in facilities and
grounds and maintenance, some-
thing he did not have as much of
during his time in Union. Plus, he
added, the level of community in-
volvement in Scotch Plains recre-
ation is “super high.”

The department manages a dozen
township parks and recreational fa-
cilities, including Scotch Hills
Country Club, the Shady Rest facil-
ity and Frazee House Park, and also
maintains ballfields at the Route 22
and Vo-Tech sites as well as the
county-run Ponderosa Park on Coo-
per Road. Besides the summer
camps, the department also provides
a number of youth sports programs
ranging from basketball and golf to
skiing and tennis. Programs for se-
nior citizens also are offered by the
department, which additionally
manages the scheduling of the
ballfields with local youth baseball,
soccer and lacrosse leagues.

July is Parks and Recreation
Month, Mr. Salvante said, and his
department is planning some
“unique” activities to mark the oc-
casion. The recently-passed capital
bond ordinance contains funding
for upgrades to township parks in-
cluding an ADA-inclusive play-
ground at Brookside Park and
restroom upgrades at Greenside
Park.

Brookside is a point of focus sim-
ply because the summer camp is
based there and “we need to make
sure it can handle 350 kids,” Mr.

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

COUNTY — County taxes are
going down this year in eight of the 21
towns in Union County. The county
adopted a $483.6-million budget on
May 17 which raises taxes $6.2 mil-
lion to $360.97 million or 1.75 per-
cent over last year, the lowest in-
crease in 15 years, according to Free-
holder Bruce Bergen, this year’s fis-
cal affairs chairman.

Westfield and Summit, which are
paying the two highest amounts in
county taxes, will see a decrease, as
will Berkeley Heights, Kenilworth,
Mountainside, Plainfield, Roselle
Park and Winfield, according to a
spreadsheet obtained by The Westfield
Leader last week.

Taxes in Westfield will be down
$104,543 for a total of $40,028,117
with the average assessed home pay-
ing $3,897 a slight decrease of $14
from 2017. Summit taxpayers will
pay $37,672,817, a decrease of
$876,027 from last year, with the
average county tax bill being $4,967,
down $127.

Scotch Plains taxpayers will pay
$22,122,684, an increase of $747,406,
with the average assessed home pay-
ing $2,724, up $90 from last year.
Fanwood will pay $6,345,523, an in-
crease of $181,311, with the average
assessed home paying $2,356, up $68.

Cranford’s total county tax will be
$23,388,701, an increase of
$1,330,560, with the average assessed
home paying $2,588, up $153.
Mountainside’s tax is $9,254,450,
down $89,349. The average Moun-
tainside homeowner will pay $3,167,
down $55.

The total Garwood tax is
$3,748,773, an increase of $205,574,
with the average borough home pay-

ing $2,081, a $141 increase over 2017.
During last Thursday’s agenda

meeting that proceeded the evening’s
regular meeting, the freeholders
thanked now former freeholder Linda
Carter for her efforts during her seven
years and five months on the board.
Ms. Carter, a former city council-
woman in her hometown of Plain-
field, was sworn in last Thursday in
Trenton to the 22nd Legislative Dis-
trict Assembly seat left vacant last
month by the death of longtime As-
semblyman Jerry Green (D).

She thanked the freeholders she
served with as well as the county
employees, saying the board and staff
“work as a team and are a family.”

“We are just so proud of you,”
Freeholder Al Mirabella told Ms.
Carter. “I know you are going to do
great things on the state level.”

Freeholder Mohamed Jalloh added
that Ms. Carter is “going to have a
huge impact on the state level.”

The board also honored the
Westfield High School Football Team
for winning its third straight, North
Jersey, Section 2, Group 5 state cham-
pionship this past fall as well as the
Roselle Catholic Girls Basketball
Team fore winning its sixth champi-
onship in school history. The Eliza-
beth Portugal Day Parade Committee
received a resolution on the 40th an-
niversary of their parade to be held
this Sunday, June 3, beginning at 2
p.m. on Elizabeth Avenue.

The board also passed a resolution
recognizing the Westfield Area
YMCA Achievers program for its
upcoming 20th anniversary gala to be
held Friday, June 15. Resolutions also
were approved for freeholder spon-
sorships of the annual Cranford Cou-
gar Dash 5K Run and Fun Run, held

SP-F Board of Education
Honors PTA Presidents

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Thanking
all of the district Parent-Teacher
Association (PTA) presidents for
their volunteerism and commitment
to the district, members of the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of
Education honored each one at
Thursday’s board of education meet-
ing. BOE members read a resolu-
tion for each president and for the
district’s council president, thank-
ing them for their hard work on
behalf of the district.

Presidents for each school are as
follows: Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School, Kathleen Stovall; Park
Middle School, Dawn Smith; Terrill
Middle School, Jennifer Power;
Brunner Elementary School, Deb
Lambert; Coles Elementary School,
Jessica George; Evergreen Elemen-
tary School, Kelly Doran; McGinn
Elementary School, Regina Gannon,
and School One Elementary, Nicole
Virga. PTA Council president is Lisa
Ciarrocca.

In other business, a presentation

called Developing Empathy and
Compassion through Music, Pup-
petry and the Study of Body Lan-
guage was given by Barbara
Prestridge, district arts teacher, who
recently was nominated for a 2018
Arts Educator of the Year Award.
The program discussed by Ms.
Prestridge was aimed at district
fourth graders and was focused on
body awareness and analyzing how
people move. She noted that the
puppets used for the program had
blank faces so that the imagination
could be used and the mood could
be detected through the storyline
and the body movement of the pup-
pet. Ms. Prestridge said that music
also was used in the puppetry story
to help invoke the mood of the story
and to help build the story. She
concluded that through the puppets
and their story students do learn
empathy and compassion.

A field trip was approved for ap-
proximately 10 high-school students
in Photo Journalism II class to travel
to Gettysburg College in Gettysburg,

Susan M. Dougherty for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
MUSICAL TRIBUTE…The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School Marching Band participated in the annual Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Memorial Day Parade.

Susan M. Dougherty for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
ENJOYING THE PARADE…These youngsters show their patriotism during the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Memorial Day Parade.

Susan M. Dougherty for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
MARINE CORPS...Members of the Scotch Plains Police Department who are
Marine veterans participate in the wreath-laying ceremony at the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Memorial Day Parade.

Susan M. Dougherty for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
MEMORIAL DAY CONCERT...The Westfield Community Band performs
during the seventh annual  Scotch Plains-Fanwood Memorial Day Concert
Sunday night on the northside lawn of the Fanwood Train Station. This year’s
event was themed “A Tribute to Fallen Heroes.”
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Lance Gives Views on
N. Korea, Mueller Probe

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – Congressman
Leonard Lance (R-7th, Westfield)
discussed a range of issues, from the
cancelled North Korea summit to
the Rahway River flood control
project, during an interview Friday
at The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times.

The five-term Congressman said
of the cancelled talks between Presi-
dent Donald Trump and Kim Jong-
un that, “I think we have to be cau-
tious with the North Korea dictator.
I don’t think this is the end of nego-
tiations, and I hope those negotia-
tions continue; certainly the United
States should negotiate from a posi-
tion of strength.”

He said the Chinese government
needs to be involved in “tamping
down the aggressiveness of its
younger, much less responsible sib-
ling.”

“North Korea is a very isolated
society and so we have to be careful
in negotiating with them,” Mr. Lance
said. He said he believes Secretary
of State Mike Pompeo, who he served
with on the House Energy and Com-
merce Committee, will negotiate
from a position of strength. He said
three previous Presidents “have tried
and have not been successful” in
negotiating with North Korea.

“I am sure this President wants
this to be a crowning achievement of
his administration,” Mr. Lance said.

Mr. Lance also served in the House
with Vice-President Mike Pence
when he was a member of Congress
from 2009 to 2012, when Mr. Pence
was elected governor of Indiana.

The Congressman said on the turn-
over in the Trump Administration
that he would “like to see greater
stability in the White House. Only
time will tell if that will occur.” He
said he has confidence in Mr. Pompeo
as well as Secretary of Defense James
Mattis and U.S. Ambassador to the
United Nations Nikki Haley.

When asked about the ongoing
investigation by Special Counsel
Robert Mueller, Mr. Lance said he
was the “first Republican member of
Congress to call for (Attorney Gen-
eral) Jeff Sessions to recuse himself
“in the appointment of a special coun-
sel. Mr. Sessions agreed, at which
time Deputy Attorney General Rod
Rosenstein appointed Mr. Mueller.

“I support the Mueller investiga-
tion. I hope it can conclude in a
timely fashion,” he said. “Let the
evidence lead to the facts. Of course
the special counsel has already indi-
cated that the President is not a tar-
get.” He said he also hopes President
Trump will testify before Mr.
Mueller.

He said that “impeachment is a
serious matter.”

“I think the Democrats would be
foolish to run on the issue of im-
peachment,” Mr. Lance said.

Mr. Lance has done 47 town halls
in his tenure, dating back to 2009.
He also is a member of the House
Energy and Commerce Committee
and the House Ethics Committee.
Mr. Lance is a member of the Prob-
lem Solvers Caucus, which includes
50 members equally divided between

Democrats and Republicans, as is
the House Ethics Committee.

On the Rahway River Watershed
Project, he said, “we want to make
sure the funding continues,” noting
the issues are bipartisan in nature.

The Congressman said he opposes
tariffs, noting that the congressional
district “is a free trade district” and
that New Jersey is an export state.

He said he did not vote for the
Iranian agreement in the House dur-
ing the Obama Administration, not-
ing that the House of Representa-
tives voted the agreement down. “The
only reason it went into existence is
that the Senate didn’t vote on it.
There was a filibuster. If the Senate
had voted on it, it would have been
defeated in the Senate as well and it
would not have gone into effect,” he
said. He said he was concerned that
the agreement allowed $100 billion
of frozen Iranian assets to be unfro-
zen and given back to Iran.

“And some of those funds were
used for terrorism,” Mr. Lance said.

The Congressman said his office
has closed 5,000 pieces of casework.
He also noted that he has returned
around $1 million in allowance funds
through his first nine years in office.

On the issue of deducting state
and local taxes on federal tax re-
turns, Mr. Lance said he is hopeful
that the Internal Revenue Service
will permit the full deduction for
2018 property taxes that were paid
in 2017 prior to a change in limiting
the deduction for state and local taxes
to $10,000. Mr. Lance said he did
not vote in favor of the tax bill signed
by President Trump because he op-
posed the $10,000 cap. He said he
wanted the full amount to be al-
lowed, noting it has been in the fed-
eral tax code since the modern tax
code was created in 1913.

He also said he opposed the tax
bill because he fears it will increase
the federal deficit over the next de-
cade.

The Congressman noted that he
will vote to keep the federal govern-
ment open, saying he opposes a shut-
down. The vote is expected to come
up again in September. He also said
in a recent press release on mass
shootings that, “It’s time Congress
end the gridlock and enact these bills
to make schools safer and keep
deadly weapons away from those
who wish to do us harm.” He sup-
ports background checks for all gun
purchases, the strengthening of
school security, banning bump stocks
and efforts to prevent “violent and
dangerous individuals from purchas-
ing weapons.”

April 15 at Nomahegan Park; the
New Providence Independence Day
Celebration slated for Tuesday, July
3, and the Clark Girls’ Softball League
for costs associated with the Valerie
Fund Walk held April 21 at Oak Ridge
Park.

The freeholders also passed a reso-
lution proclaiming this Saturday,
June 2, as Gun Violence Awareness
Day throughout Union County and
encouraging residents to “wear or-
ange to honor those who have lost
their lives and loved ones, and to
demand a future free from gun vio-
lence.”

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Parks & Rec.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

County Taxes

Salvante told The Times.
He said he also is aiming to “make

sure we’re doing what we can to
stay with the times” — and that
includes more inclusive playground
equipment, as is planned for
Brookside Park, and more inclu-
sive activities in general. He said
the goal is to serve “all of Scotch
Plains, not just some of it.”

Every department head wishes he
could have an unlimited budget to
work with every year, and Mr.
Salvante says that, as a recreation
director, “I always think it’s the
number one most important thing.”
But he said that after sitting at a
table several months ago and pre-
senting his budget requests along-
side police and fire department lead-
ers, “you also see how important
the essential services like police
and fire are.”

But he says he will “always be a park
proponent,” adding that he is seeking
ways to stretch his department’s dol-
lars by looking out for grant dollars
and partnership funding.
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OPEN HOUSE: Sunday, June 3rd

234 West Dudley Avenue, Westfield $1,325,000
This stately, 6 bedroom, 3.1 bath Victorian Colonial offers old world charm coupled
with today’s must have amenities.  Notable features include three tremendous
levels of living space, lots of windows to bring the outdoors in and refinished
wood floors.  Many of the rooms have been newly painted. Living room featuring
beamed ceiling and wood burning fireplace, eat-in kitchen equipped with a center
island breakfast bar, stainless steel appliances & granite countertops. Fabulous
enclosed screened porch. Situated on over a half acre of sprawling grounds, this
property offers exceptional living space both inside & out.

OPEN HOUSE: Sunday, June 10th

125 East Dudley Avenue, Westfield $1,295,000
Gracious Dutch Colonial offering expansive rooms and beautiful architectural
appointments throughout including beamed ceilings, gleaming hardwood floors
and beautiful detailed moldings. This home features 12 rooms, 7 bedrooms and
3.3 baths.  Eat-in kitchen with Carrara marble countertops, impressive family
room with beamed ceiling and fireplace, office with outside entry and spacious
master bedroom retreat with incredible closet space and private bath.  Situated on
nearly a half acre lot with private backyard with deck and covered side porch.
Conveniently located to schools, town, and NYC transportation.

Fanwood Planning Board
Approves Patio, Pergola

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
READING IS GOOD FOR YOU...The Scotch Plains Public Library is one of 50
libraries nationwide to receive grants from the American Library Association and
PBS to host programs related to the Great American Read program.

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD – The planning board
approved three variance applications
Wednesday.

Leszek and Mariola Borysiak re-
quested a variance to build a patio
larger than what is allowed after they
had already added 20 yards of soil to
level the sloping backyard to make way
for a patio.

Edward Suarez, of 76 Tillotson Road,
who lives in the house to the rear of
Borysiak property, had concerns about
how the change in the slope of the yard
would affect flooding in his own yard.
Already he has experienced more flood-
ing in his yard in the last 10 years than
he has in the 40 years he has lived there,
Mr. Suarez said.

A stormwater management system
would be added because the patio is
bigger than the 200 square feet maximum
allowed. The patio is 376 square feet.

The owner also would be required to
have the storm leaders from the roof
drain to the street instead of the back-
yard, so it does not drain onto his
neighbor’s property.

“My backyard is essentially a bowl,”
said Mr. Suarez, who showed pictures
of the ponding in his yard after a storm.
“All the storm runoff ends up in my
backyard.”

The grading the Borysiaks have done,
Mr. Suarez said, “has been lifted more
than one foot (with fill).”

Jennifer Bisgay, another neighbor,

said she supported the application. She
said the ponding at Mr. Suarez’s yard is
actually a natural spring that has always
been there since she has lived in her
home since 1996.

There also is a cistern, that has been
there since the 1880s, Mr. Suarez clari-
fied after Ms. Bisgay called it a well.

Sean Gatesy, of 11 Nichols Court,
also said he “didn’t have a problem
with the patio.”

Borough Engineer Antonios
Panagopoulos said with the new storm
water management system, the ponding
will be lessened.

Mark Chelnik, of 165 Vinton Circle,
received approval for a side-yard set-
back variance in order to add a two-car
garage, and an addition to his home.
The side-yard setback in question bor-
ders borough-owned property. Mr.
Chelnik said it borders the nature park
in the borough.

Austin Berry, of 186 Westfield Road,
was approved to add a pergola over an
existing patio in his backyard. The 320-
square-foot pergola is larger than the
100 square feet that is allowed. Mr.
Berry said the pergola exceeds the al-
lowable size because he wants it to
cover the existing patio that is there.
The pergola also will have a corrugated
metal roof.

Borough Zoning Officer Ray Sullivan
said the pergola is “a net zero” in imper-
vious surface because it is covering a
patio that already exists, and so there is
no increase in impervious coverage.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

7th District Primary
District ballot, Primary voters will
choose from among five-term Con-
gressman Leonard Lance and chal-
lengers Lindsay C. Brown of Clark
and Raafat Barsoom of Annandale
in Hunterdon County.

“I run for re-nomination based
upon my record. Should I be suc-
cessful at the Primary I will run for
re-election in the autumn based upon
my record,” Mr. Lance said. “I be-
lieve I represent the views of the
overwhelming majority of the people
in this district.

“I was named the 13th most biparti-
san member of the Congress. That’s 13
out of 435 (members),” he said. He said
the survey was by the Richard Lugar
Center at Georgetown University.

“I run based upon my ethical in-
tegrity,” he said. He also noted that
he is a lifelong resident of the Con-
gressional district.

Ms. Brown, a web developer and
project manager, said, “My profes-
sional skills are almost identical to
being a legislator where I have to
negotiate the needs and desires of a
really diverse population of stake-
holders and bring about the best pos-
sible outcome. That’s just like trying
to negotiate policy.”

Her campaign promotes women’s
rights such as paid family leave and
empowering women to get involved
in business and government. Trans-
parency in government and single-
player healthcare also are key as-
pects of her platform.

Mr. Barsoom is an emergency and
trauma doctor at Hunterdon Medical
Center. His campaign centers around
supporting the Second Amendment,
cutting property taxes and fighting
the opioid crisis. Dr. Barsoom is a
strong supporter of President Donald
Trump, unlike Ms. Brown. Ms.
Brown said she does, however, rec-
ognize the work the Trump adminis-
tration has put into bipartisan issues
such as infrastructure.

“As a Republican, I would abso-
lutely work to negotiate within the
party to work on issues that the Trump
administration wants to champion,”
she said.

In the 12th District, which includes
Scotch Plains and Fanwood, two-
term Democratic Congresswoman
Bonnie Watson Coleman and Re-
publican Daryl Kipnis are both un-
opposed in the Primary Election.

Voters also will decide a conten-
tious Garwood mayoral race between
Democrats Charles Lombardo, the
current mayor, and Sara Todisco, a
two-term councilwoman. The win-
ner will face Republican Council-
woman Ileen Cuccaro (see story on

page 1.) This election year’s ballot is
topped by the United States Senate
race. Two-term Democratic senator
Robert Menendez of Harrison faces
a challenge from Lisa A. McCormick
of Rahway.

Mr. Menendez’s corruption trial
last year resulted in a hung jury. In
January, the Justice Department
opted not to retry the case after a
federal judge acquitted Mr.
Menendez and co-defendant, Florida
eye doctor Salomon Melgen, on
seven of the 18 corruption counts.
Last month, the Senate Ethics Com-
mittee “severely admonished” Mr.
Menendez for accepting gifts in re-
turn for helping Dr. Melgen.

Ms. McCormick is a small busi-
ness owner of CMD Media, a com-
munity news website. Some aspects
of her platform include expanding
free public education through col-
lege, establishing a universal basic
income given to all Americans and
expanding Social Security.

“I think the Democrats have been
a little too willing to compromise,”
Ms. McCormick said. “We have to
have people who are standing their
ground.”

Republican Bob Hugin of Sum-
mit, the establishment pick and
frontrunner, faces a challenge from
Brian D. Goldberg of Livingston.

Mr. Hugin was an active duty in-
fantry officer and then a Reserve
Officer in the United States Marine
Corps and has worked in business
and healthcare sectors. New Jersey
infrastructure and eliminating the cap
on state and local tax deductions —
known as SALT — are key compo-
nents of Mr. Hugin’s platform.

Mr. Goldberg, the opposing Re-
publican, has had a political career in
New Jersey and ran in the New Jersey
Republican Primary for Senate in
2014. He supports a strong national
defense system, lower taxes and pro-
tecting the U.S. Constitution.

In the race for Union County Free-
holder, Democratic incumbent Al
Mirabella, the Scotch Plains munici-
pal manager, and his running mates,
Kimberly Mouded of Westfield and
Andrea Staten, a former Roselle
councilwoman, face a challenge from
Alex Lospinoso, Patrick Gargano and
Kaiby Sandoval, all of Linden, and
are running on the line with Linden
Mayor Derek Armstead. The win-
ners will take on Republicans Patricia
Quattrocchi of Clark, a former
Garwood mayor, current Garwood
Councilman Joseph Sarno and Peter
Kane of Summit.

Polls are open from 6 a.m. until 8
p.m. on Tuesday.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

SP-F BOE
Pa., from Sunday, July 29, until
Tuesday, July 31. During the trip
students are scheduled to learn the
most current and effective tech-
niques in yearbook writing, design
and marketing for the high-school
publication.

According to the motion, the pro-
gram is a national by-invitation-
only program and the presenters are
professionals who work one-to-one
with students to instruct them in
developing thematic design ele-
ments to include in the yearbook.

The next board of education meet-
ing is scheduled for Thursday, June
14, at 7:30 p.m., in the administra-
tion building on Evergreen Avenue
and Cedar Street in Scotch Plains.
Also, a Student Recognition pro-
gram is scheduled for Monday, June
4, at 7:30 p.m., at Evergreen School.

Susan M. Dougherty for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
SOLEMN MOMENT…Taps are played during opening ceremonies of the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Memorial Day Parade.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
WASHINGTON UPDATE...Congressman Leonard Lance (R-7th), left, speaks to
editor Paul Peyton during an interview Friday at The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times.

Garwood Board OK’s
Accessory Structure

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

GARWOOD — At Wednesday’s
planning board meeting, applicant
Diane Perona was unanimously ap-
proved for a variance relief for an
accessory structure on the side-yard
property line located at 161 Spruce
Avenue. The land use code states the
accessory structure must be at least
three feet from the property line. Ms.
Perona’s generator (accessory struc-
ture) was installed 18 inches from
the property line.

Planning Board member Bill
Nierstedt said the generator had been
installed without following the
proper procedure, thus the
homeowners were in violation. He
said the homeowners should have
sought planning board approval for
variance relief before installing the
generator.

Attorney Richard S. Schkolnick
stated that Ms. Perona’s husband
would testify for the applicant, ex-
plaining why the generator had been
installed.

“I made a misjudgment. My 80-
year-old mother-in-law was sick and
living in our home,” Joseph Perona
said.

Mr. Perona said he did not want a
“(Hurricane) Sandy-type situation”
to impact his mother-in-law’s mor-
tality. The generator runs or turns on
once a week for maintenance and
has not been used for extended peri-
ods since it has been installed, stated
Mr. Perona.

“It made the most sense to me to
put it in that location and I had it
professionally installed,” said Mr.

Perona, describing why he chose his
side yard for the generator location.

Mr. Perona said until he received
a violation notice he had “forgotten”
about the generator as his mother-in-
law has since passed.

“We’re talking 18 inches. Mr.
Perona’s neighbor is here and he will
testify he does not have a problem
with the generator,” Mr. Schkolnick
said.

Mr. Schkolnick said Mr. Perona
had intended for the generator to be
placed in the front yard surrounded
by appropriate landscaping. How-
ever, Cranford Township would not
allow the structure to be placed in
the front yard, stated Mr. Perona.

“Would you allow it to be in-
spected?” questioned planning board
member Michael Vena.

Mr. Vena said the generator also is
next to an air conditioner, which
would require variance relief. The
air conditioner had not been reported
to the borough either. The air condi-
tioner would be a second accessory
structure not three feet from the
neighboring property line, stated Mr.
Vena.

Planning Board Attorney Donald
Fraser said planning board approval
should include variance relief for
the air conditioner. The home was
purchased with it already installed,
stated Mr. Perona. Including the air
conditioner would eliminate the need
for Mr. Perona or other homeowners
to seek variance relief for future vio-
lations, explained Mr. Fraser.

The next regularly scheduled plan-
ning board meeting is Wednesday,
June 27.
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Med Mystery of the Month:
Exploding Head Syndrome

SCOTCH PLAINS — Have you ever
heard a gunshot or other loud noise
when falling asleep or upon waking, but
the person right next to you didn’t hear
a thing? If so, you may have been expe-
riencing exploding head syndrome
(EHS). Other reported sounds from
people who suffer from this condition
include roaring, waves crashing, explo-
sions or loud ringing, and for some,
flashes of light may accompany the
sound.

“Some people have it once in their
entire life, whereas some people have it
up to seven times per night,” says Brian
Sharpless, Ph.D., director of the Psy-
chology Clinic at Washington State Uni-
versity. The condition is likely brought
on by “insomnia, general sleep disrup-
tion, and certain types of anxiety,” ac-
cording to Mr. Sharpless, who stresses
the benefits of keeping patients in-
formed. “Believe it or not, just educat-
ing patients about the condition and
reassuring them that it’s not dangerous
can lead to a reduction of episodes in
some cases,” he says. “Regulating sleep
is likely helpful as well.”

As reported on healthline.com,
“Some researchers believe it’s a neuro-
logical issue, while others think it’s
related to clinical fear and anxiety. It
could also be related to the components
of your middle ear shifting during the

night.”
The syndrome itself isn’t dangerous

or painful, but can lead to high levels of
anxiety, which in turn can cause it to
happen more frequently. “Episodes can
cause a high level of distress and fear.
Many people think that they are having
a stroke,” according to
sleepeducation.org.

EHS can also lead to insomnia since
some sufferers are afraid to go to sleep.
There are some medications that may
help, but the best course of action is to try
to decrease your stress levels with medi-
tation, yoga, and/or counseling.

The Scotch Plains Rescue Squad is a
volunteer organization of Neighbors
Helping Neighbors. With over 90 vol-
unteers, we answer emergency calls not
only in Scotch Plains but in surround-
ing towns as well when needed. Be-
sides answering calls, you will see our
ambulances at many special events held
in town, such as Scotch Plains Day, the
Memorial Day Parade, high school foot-
ball games, and the summer concerts on
the Village Green.

We are also available to provide
demonstrations for Boy and Girl Scout
troops, clubs, and any other group that
may be interested in what we do. In
addition, we lend out wheelchairs,
crutches, canes and other assorted
medical equipment free of charge. Our
Auxiliary Group holds fundraisers and
provides other much-needed support
for our members. Please reach out to
us if there is something we can do for
you, or if you would like to become a
part of our organization: (908) 322-
2103 for non-emergencies or
scotchplainsrescuesquad@gmail.com.

*  *  *
Contributing author Susan Baldani is

a life member of the Scotch Plains Rescue
Squad.

Courtesy of  Ron Schwane Photography
TALENTED EQUESTRIAN...Caroline Wargo, from Westfield, competed last
month at the Interscholastic Equestrian Association National Finals in Syracuse,
N.Y. She took third place in the team class of her division at the 2018 Hunt Seat
Nationals. She is a student at The Pingry School.

Wargo Takes Third In
Hunt Seat Nationals

SYRACUSE, N.Y. — Caroline
Wargo of Westfield, a member of the
True Heart Equestrian High School
team, capped off a successful season
by taking a third-place finish in the
team class of her division at the 2018
Hunt Seat Nationals held April 20
through 22 in Syracuse, N.Y. Her
performance helped propel the
Bedminster-based team to a 12th-
place finish overall in the prestigious
competition that brings together
nearly 200 of the nation’s leading
middle- and high-school equestrians.

Caroline, a sophomore at The
Pingry School, qualified for Nation-
als at the Interscholastic Equestrian
Association (IEA) Zones Competi-
tion in March in Butler, Pa. Her sec-
ond-place finish earned the title of
Reserve Champion individually and
a third-place finish in the team class
helped the team advance to Nation-
als.

“My goal was to qualify for Na-
tionals,” said the 16-year-old eques-
trian. “I worked hard all season, went
to every single possible practice, and
my hard work paid off. It was so
exciting to compete against many of
the best interscholastic riders in the
country!”

But winning a ribbon eluded
Caroline following the first day of
competition at the IEA Nationals.
After her initial ride, she was not
invited back for the final round in her
respective individual division. “I was
discouraged, but determined that I
would make the finals for my team
the next day.”

None of her True Heart Equestrian
teammates made it to the finals on the
second day of competition and
Caroline’s qualifying class was the
last to ride.

“The team was discouraged and I
wanted to make them proud,” re-
called Caroline. “I made it through
to the final round and knew I was
riding well. I listened as the judges
started calling off places from eighth
to first. Once fifth place was called,
then fourth, I was so excited to be
third. It was such an honor to place
for myself and the team among so
many great riders.”

She noted that the unique aspect of
the IEA competitions, both at the
local and national level, is that none
of the riders supply their own horses
or tack. Instead, the host team ar-
ranges for the horses and equipment.
Because the horses are new to their
riders, scores are based upon horse-
manship and equitation.

Two Officers Honored For
Heroic Actions During Fire

CRANFORD — The Two Hun-
dred Club of Union County recog-
nized 17 local heroes on May 11 for
going above and beyond the call of
duty. Two of those heroes were
Cranford Police Sergeant Thomas
Stiansen and Patrolman Gregory
Federici. Both officers were honored
with this prestigious award at a cer-
emony before hundreds of attendees
in Scotch Plains.

Sergeant Stiansen and Patrolman
Federici were honored for their in-
volvement in an incident back on
May 3, 2017 at approximately 7:40
p.m. On that date and time, the
Cranford Police Department was dis-
patched to an active fire at a local
nursing home facility. Officers arriv-
ing on scene discovered that many of
the bedridden patients were trapped
in the facility as a result of the fire.
The officers on scene immediately
began assisting the facility’s staff
evacuating residents.

Sergeant Stiansen and Patrolman
Federici arrived on scene and deter-
mined, from the exterior of the build-
ing, the exact room the fire had origi-
nated within. The officers were able
to break a window with a lawn chair
they found outside the facility and
entered the room, which had visible
flames and a heavy smoke condition.
After the officers entered the room,
they located two trapped residents.
The officers were able to save these
individuals by evacuating them back

through the window from which they
had entered the room. Sergeant
Stiansen and Patrolman Federici
turned the two residents safely over
to EMS personnel and then continued
to assist the other police units with
their evacuation efforts.

Both officers were eventually
treated at St. Barnabas Medical Cen-
ter for smoke inhalation once the
Cranford Fire Department got the
fire under control and took com-
mand of the scene. Chief Ryan Greco
of the Cranford Police Department
stated, “The quick thinking and he-
roic actions by these officers un-
doubtedly resulted in two lives be-
ing saved. Being honored with The
Two Hundred Club of Union County
Valor Award is well deserved for
their actions on this date.”

Each year Valor Award recipients
are chosen in part on the recommen-
dations of police chiefs and
firefighters in the 21 municipalities in
Union County. They are submitted to
The Two Hundred Club of Union
County Valor Award Committee for
review and final selection. In the
spring of each year the Annual Spring
Valor Award Luncheon is held, where
the recipients are presented with their
Valor Awards.

Sergeant Stiansen and Patrolman
Federici join more than 400 police
officers, firefighters and state troop-
ers who have received the Valor Award
since 1968.

The Interscholastic Equestrian As-
sociation (IEA) was established in
2002 for student equestrians in grades
6 through 12. A non-profit organiza-
tion, the IEA has grown both geo-
metrically and geographically each
year. Beginning with just 200 partici-
pants, the IEA now has over 13,700
members in 42 states across North
America.

The 1,560 high-school and middle-
school teams from 11 zones across
the country, competed at 628 horse
shows during the 2017-2018 school
year. The teams and individuals who
accumulated 18 points (the quota for
qualifying) competed at Regionals,
and the top four individuals and two
teams moved on to zones and then
those champions or reserve champi-
ons qualified for the National Finals.
The riders who qualified for Nation-
als bested more than 13,700 youth
equestrians.

Lance Statement on
Release of  Hostages
From North Korea

WASHINGTON, D.C. — Con-
gressman Leonard Lance (R-7th,
Westfield) issued the following state-
ment after the release of three Ameri-
can hostages detained in North Korea.

“The release of the American hos-
tages is a major breakthrough and
comes on the heels of news of a
formal end to the Korean War and a
promise to end nuclear missile test-
ing in North Korea. The Kim regime
is clearly feeling the international
pressure brought on by the sanctions
passed by Congress and the diplo-
matic overtures made by the Trump
Administration.

“While these recent positive devel-
opments display Kim Jong-un’s will-
ingness to normalize relations with
the U.S., South Korea and other na-
tions, history reminds us that the Kim
regime has betrayed the trust and
confidence of the world community
before. The Administration and Con-
gress must continue thoughtful and
serious review of progress in North
Korea, taking nothing for granted,
but working toward real peace in that
part of the world.”

AAGNJ Relocates to
Florham Park

REGION —The Alzheimer’s As-
sociation Greater New Jersey Chap-
ter (AAGNJ) has announced the re-
location of its North Jersey offices
to 23 Vreeland Road, Suite 105, in
Florham Park, N.J. The centralized
location allows the Greater New
Jersey Chapter team to better serve
the state in 14 counties, from Bergen
to Ocean.

The Alzheimer’s Association
Greater New Jersey Chapter was
formed in 1980 and has been oper-
ating seamlessly to help New Jersey
residents in Central and Northern
New Jersey to navigate every phase
of Alzheimer’s and dementia. For
information about local education
and outreach programs or the 24/7
Helpline, call (973) 534-1666 or
visit alz.org/nj.

Westfield Announces
Polling Place Changes
WESTFIELD — With the state’s Pri-

mary Election coming up this Tuesday,
June 5, the Town of Westfield has an-
nounced that changes have been made for
polling places for six of the town’s 25
voting districts as approved by the Union
County Board of Elections. The changes
are as follows:

Ward 2, Districts 2, 3, 4, 5 and 6 have
been moved from Washington School to
Wilson School. Ward 3, District 1 has
been changed from the Westfield Rescue
Squad building on Watterson Street to the
Westfield Armory on Rahway Avenue.

Westfield’s complete list of polling
places is as follows:

First Ward: Districts 1, 2, 3, 5 and 7,
Roosevelt Intermediate School Gym, 302
Clark Street; Districts 4 and 6, Westfield
Memorial Library Program Room, 550
East Broad Street;

Second Ward: District 1, Union County
Administration Bld., 300 North Avenue;
Districts 2, 3, 4, 5 and 6, Wilson Elemen-
tary School Gym, 301 Linden Avenue;

Third Ward: Districts 1, 5, 6 and 7,
Westfield Armory Drill Floor (parking
and entrance in rear), 500 Rahway Av-
enue; District 2, 3 and 4, Edison Interme-
diate School, 800 Rahway Avenue;

Fourth Ward, Districts 1 and 2, Edison
Intermediate School, 800 Rahway Av-
enue; Districts 3, 4 and 5, Westfield Ar-
mory Drill Floor (parking and entrance in
rear), 500 Rahway Avenue.
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GWACC Elects Four New
Members to Bd. of Directors
WESTFIELD — The Greater Westfield

Area Chamber of Commerce (GWACC)
at its board of directors meeting held in
May elected four new members to a two-
year term of office, Ron Bansky, Paul
Mecca, Matthew Pejkovic and Marta
Alexandre. Maria Fuentes, GWACC
Board President, said, “These new board
members bring a wealth of experience
and knowledge to our board and they will
have a positive effect on the chamber.”

Mr. Bansky of Ron Bansky and Asso-

ciates, Allstate Insurance, specializes in
auto, home, business, and life insurance
and, in addition to their primary location
on East Broad Street in Westfield, has a
second office in Princeton Junction. He
has been a part of the Westfield commu-
nity since 2000, when he opened his first
Allstate agency, which has received over
50 Awards from Allstate in recognition
of their customer service and sales.

Mr. Bansky supports various organi-
zations in the community including the
New Jersey Festival Orchestra and the
Westfield Marching Blue Devils. Each
year during the holiday season his com-
pany partners with Furniture Assist to
collect toys for children of families in
need. He has also served on the national
and regional agency advisory boards for
Allstate Insurance, as a board member for
Liam’s Room, and as a member of the
Westfield Insurance Advisory Board. Mr.
Bansky resides in Westfield with his wife,
Cindy, and two sons.

Mr. Mecca has 25 years of diversified
experience as a corporate account execu-
tive, photography studio manager and
sales manager. He has been part of the
Westfield Community since 2013. He is
the co-owner with his wife Patricia of

Patricia and Paul’s Artisans of Fine Oils
and Balsamics, located on Elm Street in
Westfield for the past five years. He also
has an new venture as the publisher of
Westfield Neighbors Magazine. He re-
sides in Mountainside with his wife.

Mr. Pejkovic is a vice-president and
client advisor at J.P. Morgan Private Bank.
He has over 13 years of industry experi-
ence advising wealthy individuals and
their families, charitable organizations,
entrepreneurs, corporate executives and

private business owners on strategies to
preserve and grow investment capital. He
has a range of experience including fi-
nancial planning, traditional and alterna-
tive investment selection, asset alloca-
tion construction, portfolio analysis, es-
tate planning, lending and risk manage-
ment. He holds an MBA in finance from
Baruch College and a BS in Marketing
from Siena College. He is also on the
New Jersey Board of After-School All-
Stars and currently resides in Westfield
with his wife and son.

Ms. Alexandre is currently the man-
ager of Spencer Savings Bank in
Garwood, which will be soon relocating
to its newest location, the Westfield Fi-
nancial Center, on North Avenue in
Westfield. She started her career as a
part-time bank teller.

She has been with Spencer Savings
Bank for 15 years and been in the banking
industry for 24 years. In addition to being
part of the GWACC board, she has also a
member of the Westfield Rotary Club
since 2011. Ms. Alexandre has an
associate’s degree from Union County
College and currently resides in Union
with her husband, Nuno, daughter and
son.

Ron Bansky Matthew Pejkovic

Paul Mecca Marta Alexandre

HELPING OUR VETS...Union County Freeholder Chairman Sergio Granados
and Freeholder Alexander Mirabella presented resolutions to local residents, at
the May 17 Freeholder meeting, honoring those who served in the military and
those who provide services to military veterans while expressing gratitude during
Military Appreciation Month. Those honored were: Joe O’Neil who is the
president of Benner’s Auto Body in Cranford, members of the New Jersey
Veterans Network, the Union High School Junior Reserve Officers’ Training
Corps, U.S. Navy Petty Officer Josue Jaramillo and U.S. Navy Operations
Specialist Jorge Vasquez, now a sergeant in the Union County Sheriff’s Office.

RVSA to Sue State Over
Law Limiting Budget Hikes

By WAYNE BAKER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

RAHWAY — The board of commis-
sioners of the Rahway Valley Sewerage
Authority (RVSA) voted, May 17, to file
a lawsuit against the state in the belief that
a new law that limits budget increases of
regional sewerage authorities to 2 per-
cent is unconstitutional.

RVSA’s board voted to bring suit in
federal court against the state in regards
to the newly-passed law that limits rate
increases by authorities. This bill was
among the last signed by former Gover-
nor Chris Christie before leaving office.
The basic argument is that the law im-
pairs the agreement between the RVSA
and its member municipalities. The suit is
expected to be consolidated with one
already filed by the Two Rivers Water
Reclamation Authority and others ex-
pected to be filed by other authorities
around the state. Because of a difference
in their structure, Two Rivers had to
name its municipalities as defendants.
RVSA does not need to do that, officials
said.

In other business, RVSA’s Co-Gen
black start project is nearing completion.
The project has set up procedures and
testing to ensure that in case of a power
loss, the facility would be able to rapidly
start its cogeneration equipment and re-
duce the load on the emergency genera-
tors. At the May 17 meeting, John

Buonocore, RVSA’s staff engineer, said
that functional testing was completed
about a few weeks ago. He said that a test
was being set up for PSE&G to shut down
the power to the plant when a blackout
occurred. That eliminated the need for
that test and the costs involved. The tran-
sition worked as designed.

Clark Commissioner Frank Mazzarella
asked about safety in cases where RVSA
is generating power. Mr. Buonocore said
the plant is automatically disconnected
from the grid. Another question related to
when the plant would transition out of
“island mode;” the response was that the
decision is made by an operator at RVSA
who makes the determination based on
perceived stability of the utility’s power.

At April’s meeting, it was revealed that
the public-private partnership for treat-
ment of food waste had begun. At this
meeting, it was revealed that there is a
possibility of modifications to the con-
tract with Waste Management. The board
was not asked to take action on this.
Executive Director Jim Meehan described
it as “some back and forth on equipment
issues.” He indicated that the monetary
portion of the contract will not change.

Westfield’s new commissioner, Marty
Rothfelder, is working to arrange facility
tours for Westfield’s town council and
other interested parties. It is expected that
these tours will occur on Wednesday,
June 20, and/or Thursday, June 21.
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Linda Carter Sworn In to
Assembly Seat In District 22
TRENTON – Vowing to fight for

affordable housing, education funding,
tax relief, environmental protection and
women and minority-owned businesses,
Linda Carter took the oath to join the
New Jersey General Assembly on Thurs-
day, representing the 22nd Legislative
District in Middlesex, Somerset and
Union Counties. She fills the seat left
vacant by the passing of Assemblyman
Jerry Green (D-22nd, Plainfield.)

“I am humbled and honored to be able
to swear this oath and become a member
of the General Assembly,” said Ms. Carter,
a Democrat. “Now it’s time to roll up my
sleeves and get to work in passing legis-
lation to make New Jersey safer, stronger
and more affordable.”

Prior to joining the Assembly, Asw.
Carter was elected as a Union County
Freeholder in 2010, and became the
first African-American woman to
serve as the chairman of the Union
County Board of Chosen Freeholders
in 2013.

“I know how hard Assemblyman Green
worked in making housing more afford-
able in our urban communities, and I am
committing to picking up that torch and
making him proud.”

Asw. Linda Carter (D)
Mr. Green passed away on April 18 at

the age of 79.
Asw. Carter previously served as a

commissioner of the Middlesex County
Utilities Authority, commissioner of
the Raritan Valley Rail Coalition and
Councilwoman at-large for the 1st and
4th wards on the Plainfield City Coun-
cil, where she held the positions of
council president and chairwoman of
the Committee of the Whole, liaison to
the housing authority, board of educa-
tion and advisory board and chair-
woman of the Public Safety Commit-
tee and Neighborhood and City Ser-
vices Committee.

Asw. Carter also has a career as a
public school teacher in Passaic and was
formerly employed by AT&T.

 “While it is my great privilege to
have the opportunity to bring lasting
change to my home district, this is not
about me. This is about the people of
Middlesex, Somerset and Union Coun-
ties, and I will never lose sight of
that.”

County Clark Extends
Hours For Primary

COUNTY – Union County Clerk
Joanne Rajoppi has announced that her
main office in Elizabeth will be open for
special hours on Saturday, June 2, from 9
a.m. to 1 p.m. for voters seeking last-
minute mail-in ballots. Ms. Rajoppi’s
Annex Office in Westfield will also be
open for ballots on June 2 for its regular
Saturday hours of 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.

“Any voter can use a Vote-by-Mail bal-
lot for any reason,” said Ms. Rajoppi. “The
special Saturday opening in Elizabeth helps
ensure that voters can cast their Vote-by-
Mail ballot in time to participate in the
Primary Election. Voters can also use our
Westfield office during regular Saturday
hours to cast their mail-in ballot.”

The County Clerk’s office is located at
the Union County Courthouse, 2 Broad
Street, Room 113 in Elizabeth, and at the
Colleen Fraser Building, 300 North Av-
enue East in Westfield. Voters can obtain
their Vote-by-Mail Application, receive
their ballot, fill it out, and cast it in a
secure lock box at the Elizabeth or
Westfield offices, all in one convenient
“One-Stop” visit. Voters using the One-
Stop service have until Monday, June 4 at
3 p.m. to obtain their ballot.

To visit the Elections Office in Eliza-
beth during the special June 2 hours, use
the rear entrance of the Courthouse Com-

plex and proceed to Room 113.
For complete details on Vote-by-Mail

and all other election services call the
County Clerk at (908) 527-4996, down-
load the free Union County Votes app or
visit the County Clerk’s new elections
website, unioncountyvotes.com. Informa-
tion on all County Clerk services is avail-
able at ucnj.org/county-clerk.

NJ MVC Warns of
Phone Scam

TRENTON — The New Jersey Motor
Vehicle Commission (MVC) has been
notified that some customers may have
been contacted via phone by persons iden-
tifying themselves as representatives of
the MVC. These customers are being
fraudulently told that their New Jersey
(NJ) driving privileges are suspended.

The Motor Vehicle Commission wants
to assure the public that unsolicited tele-
phone calls are never made by the MVC
to our customers.Customers are reminded
not to make any monetary payments to
anyone who calls them on the telephone
and says that they represent or work for
the New Jersey Motor Vehicle Commis-
sion. The MVC sends suspension notices
through the mail services and does not
call for payments.

Customers with questions are advised
to call the MVC suspension and restora-
tion information line at (609) 292-7500.
Additional information is available on
our website; www.njmvc.gov.

Poll Shows Tight
U.S. Senate Race

MADISON – A new Fairleigh
Dickinson University (FDU) Poll has
Senator Robert Menendez holding a 4
percent lead, 28 to 24 percent, over his
likely Republican fall opponent Bob
Hugin, with 46 percent of poll respon-
dents undecided.

“Senator Menendez’s recent federal
trial and bipartisan censure by his Senate
colleagues are clearly taking their toll.
It’s not uncommon for incumbents to
cruise to reelection, but these numbers
suggest he’s going to have to woo voters
like he hasn’t had to in a long time,” said
Krista Jenkins, director of the poll and
professor of political science at FDU.

The Poll was conducted May 16 to 21
using a random sample of 856 adults in
New Jersey aged 18 and older.



Page 4  Thursday, May 31, 2018 The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

Jeff Gruman
SALES MANAGER

Michael L. Bartiromo
 MARKETING PRODUCTION

Robert P. Connelly
BUSINESS OPERATIONS

The Westfield Leader

POSTMASTER:  Send address changes to the offices of the newspapers at
         P. O. Box 250, Westfield, New Jersey 07091

P.O. Box 250 • 251 North Avenue, West
Westfield, N.J. 07091

Horace R. Corbin
PUBLISHER

David B. Corbin
ASSISTANT PUBLISHER & SPORTS

Ben Corbin
SERVICES

Published every Thursday by Watchung Communications, Inc.

Tele: (908) 232-4407 • E-mail: editor@goleader.com • Web: www.goleader.com • Fax: (908) 232-0473

One-year – $36 • Two-year – $68 • Three-year – $99
SUBSCRIPTION PRICE

— Established 1890 —

The Scotch Plains – Fanwood

TIMES   Since 1959

Members of:
New Jersey Press Association • National Newspaper Association • Greater Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce

Scotch Plains Business & Professional Association • Fanwood Business & Professional Association

Paul Peyton
ASSIGNMENT EDITOR

Suzette F. Stalker
COMMUNITY

Lauren S. Barr
EDUCATION & ARTS

Periodicals – Postage Paid at Rahway, New Jersey

www.goleader.com/subscribe

Legal Newspaper for the County of Union, New Jersey
and for Westfield, Mountainside, Scotch Plains, Fanwood, Cranford and Garwood

State LD-22
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1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
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Asm. Jim Kennedy (D)
34 E. Cherry St.
Rahway, N.J. 07065
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LD-21 includes Westfield,
Mountainside, Garwood,
Summit and Cranford.

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance (R)
425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090
(908) 518-7733

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Plainfield, Clark,
Rahway  and Linden.

senkean@njleg.org, senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org, aswmunoz@njleg.org
asmkennedy@njleg.org, asmgreen@njleg.org

12th Congressional District
Rep. Bonnie Watson Coleman (D)
850 Bear Tavern Road, Suite 201, Ewing, N.J. 08628
(609) 883-0026
[Fanwood, Plainfield and most of Scotch Plains
are in the 12th Congressional District]

[Westfield, Mountainside, Garwood, Summit and Cranford
are in the 7th Congressional District]
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Letters to
the Editor

I Support Garwood
DEM Candidates

I would like to take this opportunity to
voice my support for the ticket of Charles
Lombardo, Jennyfer Guerrero, and
Vincent Kearney in the upcoming Demo-
cratic primary in Garwood. In his many
years of public service, Mayor Lombardo
has demonstrated that he is the only can-
didate for Mayor in either party who
consistently puts the community’s inter-
est ahead of his own personal agenda.
Councilwoman Todisco is energetic, ar-
ticulate, and intelligent, but those traits
alone do not make great leaders. Leaders
need to also be trustworthy, open, and
honest – attributes that were absent when
Councilwoman Todisco launched her
Mayoral campaign and undermined the
very people that she worked closest with
throughout her political career and which
have been frequently absent during her
tenure on Council. Mayor Lombardo has
earned my trust, and that is the single
most important factor in earning my vote.

John Bartolick
Garwood

Scotch Plains Development Plans,
Downtown And Elsewhere

I read with great dismay the edito-
rial by the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times last week regarding downtown
redevelopment. This editorial was dis-
appointing given that the Times has
regularly reported on our progress
and many of the issues raised in this
editorial can be addressed by simply
reading the Times’ own coverage of
downtown redevelopment over the
last 14 months.

On May 17, 2018 the Times cor-
rectly reported that the Scotch Plains
Downtown Redevelopment Commit-
tee (SPDRC), an official town com-
mittee with 21 appointed members
with an additional group of volun-
teers, is working to submit a plan to
the Township Council for consider-
ation. A week later the Times declares
the plan is a done deal without public
feedback. The May 17, 2018 story by
the Times also reported that the
SPDRC has distributed questionnaires
to business and property owners for
their input on current and future ser-
vices downtown. The results of this
questionnaire will be incorporated
into the redevelopment plan. So
clearly we are soliciting opinions from
stakeholders.

Let’s not forget that the SPDRC
has been holding monthly public
meetings since April 2017, and pub-
lished minutes and posted videos of
those meetings on the Township
Facebook page for all to see. A full
summary report of the SPDRC’s work
is also published on the Township
website. Not to mention we have con-
ducted two public surveys with over
2,000 responses, held two Town Hall
meetings on July 19, 2017 and Octo-
ber 4, 2017, and had a presence at
events such as Scotch Plains Day and
Earth Day to speak with residents. In
fact, I was at the Farmers’ Market on
May 12, 2018 from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m.
to talk with the public about down-
town redevelopment. A picture was
featured in the Times on May 17,
2018. We have and are making every
effort to keep people informed.

I encourage all residents, business,
and property owners to attend our
next SPDRC meeting on Wednesday,
June 13, 2018 at 7 p.m. at Town Hall
in the Town Council Chambers to
learn more about our plans and ask

questions.
In terms of the estimated 3,000

units resulting from the Court-man-
dated affordable housing settlement,
I wrote a letter to the editor published
in the Times on May 3, 2018 address-
ing this very issue. I am glad the
Times focuses on this issue, which is
bringing unrealistic court-ordered
mandates to many of our nearby
towns. Only voters understanding this
problem will force our State Legisla-
tors to implement a more realistic
approach.

I too am concerned about debt,
which is why I wrote a letter to the
editor published in the Times on No-
vember 9, 2017, which stated that I
would not vote for a redevelopment
plan that is not a net-positive to tax-
payers.

In terms of a referendum, we had
that already: It was the 2016 Mayoral
election, which resulted in my elec-
tion. The second point of my 5-point
plan was downtown redevelopment. I
have spoken directly to the people of
Scotch Plains who told me that they
want a revitalized downtown with a
mix of restaurants, commercial, resi-
dential, and offices downtown. Resi-
dents at the May 9, 2018 SPDRC
meeting asked me: “When is this go-
ing to happen?” and “Redevelopment
needs to move forward!”

Are there questions that need to be
addressed? Of course, and I believe
many of the questions the Times raised
are fair. The issue of parking is real
and will be a big part of the redevel-
opment plan. But it’s clear that ample
well designed and integrated parking
is key to a successful downtown. It
must be done correctly.

Once the redevelopment plan is
written, it will be presented to the
Town Council for final approval. This
will require public hearings for adop-
tion. Once adopted, all proposed
projects will go through the normal
planning process, meaning traffic,
sewer, emergency access studies, etc.
will be conducted. There is much
more to be done, but as I often say:
It’s happening in Scotch Plains. The
time is now. Let’s get this done.

Mayor Al Smith
Scotch Plains

Sara Todisco Embodies
Small Town, Big Heart

I moved to Garwood from Monmouth
County three years ago to be closer to
work. I came here not knowing anyone,
anything or anywhere in Union County.
When deciding where to live, I chose
Garwood because its small town feel re-
minded me of the town I grew up in
Pennsylvania.

Soon after moving in, I met Sara
Todisco and others at Garwood Rocks.
Sara immediately made me feel welcome
and at home in my new town. She was
friendly, helpful and passionate about all
that Garwood (and Union County) has to
offer.

Without Sara’s warm welcome and
friendship, Garwood would have just felt
like a place I lived and not my home. That
is why on June 5, I am voting “Column
D” for Todisco for Mayor and Ince, Benoit
for Council!

Tara Shirk
Garwood

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Illaqueate – To entrap or ensnare
2. Hogmanay – New Year’s Eve
3. Mazer – A large drinking goblet or

bowl
4. Fraischeur – Coolness; freshness

CAPYBARA
1. A large Asiatic flying squirrel
2. A street vender; a seller of fruits and

vegetables
3. A large, tailless, partcially web-

footwed rodent of South America
4. A West Indian slow-moving coast-

ing craft built for carrying goods
TICPOLONGA

1. An extremely venomous Indian
snake

2. A slingshot
3. A fool or imbecile
4. A skin disease caused by a fungus;

ringworm
RUNCATION

1. Characterized by being pierced with
holes

2. Pertaining to plundering or looting
3. Furrowed or grooved
4. A weeding

GINGILI
1. A Brazilian parakeet
2. A gipsy
3. Sesame seed or the oil from it
4. Sharpness; eagerness

Hypocrisy by Governor & State DEMs
On Affordable Hosing Has No Bounds
I read with great disgust a recent

story on NJ Spotlight titled “Despite
Campaign Promises, Murphy Plans
to Raid Affordable-Housing Fund”
highlighting how Governor Murphy
has decided to divert $78 million
dedicated to building affordable hous-
ing to be spent on more patronage
jobs in Trenton.

While running for Governor, Phil
Murphy promised he would not di-
vert these funds like his predecessors
and would follow through on the
State’s commitment to provide af-
fordable housing. But as Governor,
Phil Murphy is diverting more af-
fordable-housing funds than Gover-
nors Christie and Corzine. When
asked why Phil Murphy reneged on
his campaign pledge, his spokesman
said, “No Comment.”

This is just another example of
Democrat hypocrisy and politicians
saying one thing and doing the oppo-
site. While the State ignores its own
obligation and commitment, it is forc-
ing more over-development on Scotch
Plains and surrounding towns to make
up for it – all while ignoring the
impact on schools and services. Why
is it fair to require Scotch Plains to

spend thousands of dollars on attor-
neys and professionals litigating law-
suits that benefit developers over tax-
payers instead of helping low-income
families, while the State doesn’t have
to pay or reimburse Scotch Plains for
the costs associated with the costly
lawsuits it created? How about we
use this money to help Scotch Plains
meet its obligations instead of wast-
ing it?

The Democrats have controlled the
State Legislature for 17 years and
now control the executive branch, but
have done nothing to reform this pro-
cess, except make it worse as demon-
strated by the Governor’s actions.
The process is now more favorable to
developers than the people it was
intended to help. It’s time for the
State to step up and do something. I
urge residents to call their state legis-
lators to demand reform and support
the Republican Party’s efforts (e.g.
Assembly Bill 1648) to create a new
process to provide affordable hous-
ing while protecting towns from costly
lawsuits and stopping over develop-
ment.

Llewellyn Jones
Deputy Mayor, Scotch Plains

Questions for Garwood Town Meeting
Dear Mr. Mayor,
Thank you for calling for a town

hall meeting for May 30, 2018 at
Lincoln School in Garwood from 7
p.m. to 9 p.m..

We appreciate that town-wide noti-
fication about this event was con-
ducted in a diligent and thorough
manner, but we do have several rea-
sonable questions and requests.

1) How will public interest, health,
and safety perspectives be represented
in this event?

There are several official public
interest agencies directly involved in
sites known to be contaminated in
Garwood and whose mission is to
protect human health and the envi-
ronment.

Have you invited any profession-
als from these agencies to provide
accurate information about protect-

ing human health and environment to
participate in the May 30, 2018 meet-
ing?

2) Will anyone other than vested
commercial interests and people con-
tracted by commercial interests be
speaking? If so, who? If not, why not?

3) Will a non-vested person moder-
ate the event?

4) How much time will be allo-
cated to public questions and com-
ments?

5) In your public statement posted
on Garwood.org you say the follow-
ing has been disclosed: “all required
information about site contaminants
to the NJDEP and EPA.”

Kindly provide links to EPA you
refer to regarding “all required infor-
mation about site contaminants.

6) Kindly provide links to Garwood
website you refer to regarding “all
required information about site con-
taminants.”

Thank you, Mr. Mayor, for your
time, care, and attention.

Greg Ruggiero
Garwood

Union County Freeholders
Elizabeth, New Jersey

(908) 527-4200
Ed Oatman, Mgr., eoatman@ucnj.org

Sergio Granados, chair
sgranados@ucnj.org

We Need to Maintain Vitality
Of Our Local Downtowns

Our downtowns have been the focus of much local
news coverage recently, particularly with regards to
ongoing, pending and prospective redevelopment
projects designed to address issues ranging from
economic revitalization to affordable-housing obli-
gations.

We will continue to keep our eyes trained on these
developments as they progress, but this week we
offer a look at upcoming events we believe will
showcase our business communities in the immedi-
ate future for a wider-than-usual audience and per-
haps cultivate repeat customers.

During its May 21 meeting, the Downtown
Westfield Corporation (DWC) announced its sched-
ule of Second Sunday events aimed at attracting
more pedestrian traffic to Westfield’s commercial
hub. Scheduled to take place June 10 through Octo-
ber, these events will each reflect a special theme,
among them “Yoga on Quimby,” “Christmas in
July,” “Dog Days of Summer” and the tentatively-
titled “Art Walk Sunday.”

The Second Sunday series follows on the heels of
the DWC’s successful Girls’ Day and Night Out,
which Executive Director Sherry Cronin reported
drew in excess of 1,500 visitors, and the Greater
Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce’s annual
Spring Fling Festival. Both events occurred in May.

Likewise, Fanwood has launched initiatives to
regularly attract visitors to its downtown. These

include “Saturday Mornings in the Plaza,” spanning
eight weeks in the spring and eight in the fall, that
feature a diverse array of free programs for all ages
in the Fanwood Plaza between Fanwood Crossing I
and II. Additionally, the seventh annual Fanwood
Ladies Night Out is set for Thursday, June 7.

Visitors can check out all Scotch Plains’ down-
town has to offer at the Scotch Plains Business and
Professional Association’s Farmers’ Market, held
Saturdays from May through November, and at
Patrick’s Downtown Race to Summer 5K, to be held
this year on Wednesday, June 27, among other
activities.

The Cranford Area Chamber of Commerce is once
again holding its Cruiser Night events in the down-
town, with the next one scheduled for Wednesday,
June 13. Visitors have an opportunity to sample the
township’s business district while perusing classic
cars. Garwood’s downtown will get its due during the
annual Garwood Rocks Festival this Sunday, June 3.

We hope our area business associations will con-
tinue to feature these types of events year round, and
that residents and visitors will support these endeav-
ors. As we have noted in this space on prior occa-
sions, our downtowns are integral to the lifeblood of
our communities, with some retailers having been
part of the local landscape for generations. In return,
let us help give them the economic boost they need
to be part of it for years to come.

What Impact Will Segregation
Have On Local Public Schools?

A lawsuit filed in State Superior Court earlier this month
in Mercer County could have serious implications for area
public schools. The center of the lawsuit charges that New
Jersey’s requirement that public school children attend
schools in the towns in which they reside is “unlawful” and
“violates the New Jersey Constitution.”

The suit, filed by the Latino Action Network, the NAACP
New Jersey State Conference, and other plaintiffs, alleges
that New Jersey’s public schools system is the most
segregated in the nation. The effort is being led by New
Jersey Coalition for Diverse and Inclusive Schools, headed
by retired State Supreme Court Justice Gary Stein.

The suit, according to reports, says some 270,000 black
and Latino students attend schools that are more than 90
percent non-white, with many of those schools also marked
by high levels of poverty. The suit states that if black and
Latino students were able to attend racially and socio-
economically diverse schools they would likely achieve
higher test scores and grades and graduate from high school
and college. The suit seeks to have inter-district desegrega-
tion plans implemented that allow black and Latino stu-
dents to choose to attend schools outside their district of
residency; inter-district enrollment in themed magnet
schools, and “regional controlled choice,” in which stu-
dents would be “assigned based on their preferences and the
larger goal of achieving diverse classrooms.”

Assembly Republican Leader Jon Bramnick (R-21st,
Westfield) said court intervention would result in a disas-
ter similar to that of the ruling on affordable-housing
mandates. “The nonelected judges in Trenton should
never take away local control,” Mr. Bramnick says. “School
Boards in towns such as Westfield, New Providence,

Bernard’s Township and many others are well run by
moms and dads who sit on local school boards.”

“Will a student have to enter a lottery to go to their
neighborhood school?” Mr. Bramnick questions.

Westfield, Scotch Plains-Fanwood and Cranford fami-
lies pay significant taxes to live here and to send their kids
to high-level local public schools. Will parents lose that
opportunity if the courts rule in favor of the plaintiffs in
this lawsuit? School funding, where the bulk of dollars
goes to poorer, city school districts, currently is a mess.

If parents are given the opportunity to send their kids to
public schools where they believe they will get a better
education, will money from the sending districts be sent to
the receiving districts? One lawmaker says suburban
districts would be happy to accept city kids given that their
per pupil school aid in the state’s 31 Abbott districts is
significantly higher.

“What this most recent suit proves is that the entire
premise behind Abbott (ruling) was wrong from the start.
Spending more on urban districts has done nothing to
improve education for the students who attend school
there and did nothing to end de facto racial/ethnic segre-
gation,” said Assemblyman Michael Carroll.

Assemblyman Bramnick said he supports charter schools
and voucher programs, “that create great alternatives and
choice in education.”

This lawsuit, in our view, clearly also is an indictment
of urban school systems and an admittance that throwing
money at the problem has not and does not work.

Now the question is, will the courts start dictating where
parents send their kids to school like they did with school
aid and affordable housing?

See More Letters on
Pages 5, 15 and 16

Cranford Against
Overdevelopment

We need to fight this massive apart-
ment complex slated to overwhelm our
community. Hartz is focusing on chang-
ing the zoning to allow for its construc-
tion. We call all concerned Cranford-area
citizens to join us on Wednesday June 6
at Cranford Townhall at 7:30 p.m. to fight
this. Hartz's witnesses will testify before
the Planning Board. Over 350 students
are expected to join our school district,
according to a May 2018 study by the
Cranford Public School District avail-
able on the Westfield Leader's homepage.
It would require the construction of a new
school and a "major shift in the current
attendance zones."

Cranford Residents Against Overde-
velopment works to maintain the relaxed
suburban character of the Cranford area
against efforts by for-profit developers to
add density. Those who wish to get more
involved, please email us at
craocranford@gmail.com.

Residents Against Overdevelopment
www.cranfordrao.com/
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I Stand By And Support The Regular
Garwood Democratic Party

I am writing to you to ask that you
join me on June 5, in casting your
vote for the Garwood Democratic
Team of the Honorable Charles
Lombardo for Mayor along with
Jennyfer Guerrero and Vincent
Kearney for Council.

For those of you who do not know
me, I am a homeowner and former
councilwoman. I have also been in-
volved in Garwood for 25 plus years
in various school and borough volun-
tary positions. I first began volunteer-
ing with the original School Facilities
Committee, was a founding member
of the Educational Foundation of
Garwood and continue to volunteer
on several borough committees. Why
do I continue to volunteer after all
these years? Because this is what I do
– I love our community. Garwood is
where I have lived for 38 years and
where my husband and I chose to
raise our daughter. A sense of com-
munity, growing up in a labor union
working-class family, is of utmost
importance and to always work and
live your life with integrity, loyalty
and respect for others.

I have known and worked with
Charles on council and various com-
mittees for nearly 20 years; do we
always agree, no – but he has always
shown me respect for my knowledge
and experience. His integrity and loy-
alty to the Borough is prominent and
working with council to do what is
best for our Borough, trusting that
other members of council will do
what is assigned to them, and to keep
him informed – working as a team –
to respect the position of Mayor, while
keeping Garwood’s continued best
interests in mind.

Sara Todisco even reached out to
me in late 2010 for my advice in
getting involved in Garwood Demo-
crat politics, which I gave to her since
she went to school with my daughter

and in 2011 she was one of three
names submitted by the Regular
Garwood Democratic Party to fill an
unexpired term and was ultimately
appointed. In my observations over
the years and attending most council
meetings, Mayor Lombardo has been
nothing but supportive and trusting
of Sara during their time working
together. It is also important to note
that Sara will be a councilwoman,
win or lose this Primary Election,
until at least December 31, 2018, as
she was recently elected to a new
three-year term on council.

During the past few months I have
grown to know Jennyfer and Vince,
both of whom want what is best for
our Borough, for their children, your
children, and all our residents. They
have the perspective of being
homeowners with small children and
have chosen Garwood in which to
live and raise their families. They
have the utmost selflessness and in-
tegrity and are willing to listen to all,
with no question or concern being too
small. They are willing and able to
accept the challenge to continue to
bring Garwood to the best it can be –
to continue to look to the future, with-
out forgetting and respecting those
who came before them. They are in-
dividuals who will bring new ideas
and will voice their own opinions
without hesitation – which isn’t much
to ask of an elected official – to rep-
resent all of us.

I respectfully ask that you join me
and vote for the team of Charles
Lombardo, Jennyfer Guerrero and
Vincent Kearney on June 5. I stand by
and support the Regular Garwood
Democratic Party candidates – Col-
umn B – as our community moves
forward.

Kathy Villaggio
Garwood

Something That Republican Mayoral
Candidate, Ileen Cuccaro, Has Pushed

Resident Has Concerns Over The
Garwood Development Decisions

As a lifelong resident of Garwood,
I find it quite ironic to see Democratic
Mayoral candidate Sara Todisco pro-
posing to have a “citizens’ advisory
panel” as part of her 2018 platform,
when this is something that Republi-
can Mayoral candidate Ileen Cuccaro
has pushed strongly for over the past
few years, (especially in light of the
redevelopment decisions that were
made without residential feedback or
input prior to Ileen’s tenure on the
town council).

Unlike Sara Todisco, Mayoral can-
didate Ileen Cuccaro has made it clear
for years, and especially during her
platform when she ran for town coun-
cil, that she would like the residents
of Garwood to have a voice and has
always felt that the concerns of the
taxpaying residents should be taken
into consideration. She has consis-
tently pushed for the proposal to in-
clude such high-profile development
decisions on the voting ballot for the
residents of Garwood to weigh in on
what may be best for our small town.

On all of the “Democrats for
Garwood” mailers that keep pouring
into my house, I see Sara Todisco
taking almost all of the credit for the
tax freeze which is set to take effect in
2018 to finally provide a reprieve to
the Garwood taxpayers. May I re-
spectfully ask Councilwoman
Todisco, what have you done to
proactively reach out to listen to the
feedback of those who have lived
here for many years, who have also
invested into the town of Garwood,
and worked to contribute to economic
infrastructure of Garwood only to
continually see their real estate taxes
climb year after year?

It is concerning to see someone
taking full credit without acknowl-
edging the critical contributions of
her fellow council members who also
worked tirelessly as a team to achieve
this goal. Unfortunately, we have seen
the exact opposite of full disclosure
from the Todisco campaign via their
social media sites where they have
either deleted rational and sincere
questions or even blocked those from
asking questions that are on the minds
of many residents.

I myself played Little League base-
ball in Garwood, from T-ball all the
way up to 8th grade. Last year, I
signed up my 4-year-old son to play
T-ball in the Garwood baseball league,

but was disheartened to see how barely
any kids play baseball in Garwood.
Last season, Garwood sadly did not
even have enough kids to field one
complete T-ball team! We had to bor-
row a team from Cranford to play our
T-ball team every week.

As a homeowner, taxpaying resi-
dent, and former athlete of the
Garwood recreational programs and
the Garwood school system, so many
residents including myself were
against the proposal to build an ex-
pansive athletic complex in such a
small town and impose such a huge
economic burden on this town and its
taxpayers when we already had ap-
propriate access to fields and sports
amenities for so many years. How-
ever, this is just one example of how
Sara Todisco pushed an agenda with
major economic implications to move
forward without taking into consider-
ation the input of the taxpayers of
Garwood.

We no longer have a “Garwood
Little League” field which was once
something that was truly our own.
Instead, we now have a shared Union
County complex that the children of
Garwood will have to wait to rent out
to use. These poor decisions have
only further burdened our small town
by placing our children on a waitlist
and increasing taxes to overcompen-
sate for the vast associated costs. It
makes no sense that the developer of
the Garwood Sports and Recreation
Complex was not held accountable
under any contract to return to fix the
identified issues of this expensive
project.

Why are the additional repairs to
the condemned building at the
Garwood Sports and Recreation Com-
plex being further funded at the detri-
ment of the Garwood taxpayer?

At this time, we need a change in
decision making and better leader-
ship for all residents living here. We
cannot continue on this pathway of
increased unnecessary spending with-
out clear direction or well-thought
out plans from our local representa-
tives who should always be serving in
the best interests of Garwood.

Jennifer Evans-Andreola
Garwood

While times have changed since
Garwood once flourished as a small
manufacturing town, and we all un-
derstand that these former industries
have largely been outsourced in many
of our local communities, many resi-
dents agree that redevelopment of
many of the abandoned industrial sites
will be needed to make Garwood
vibrant once again. I look forward to
the ideas that my fellow residents
have to make redevelopment a suc-
cess, but I have major concerns over
the decisions that were made without
residential input by our council mem-
bers serving from over the past num-
ber of years.

As a longtime resident of Garwood
who is fully aware of the redevelop-
ment plans underway for the Casale/
Petro site, I would like to request
clarification from Mayor candidate,
Sara Todisco, on some of the con-
cerns that many Garwood residents
have at this time. Miss Todisco has
been on the council since 2011 and
stated that she is happy with the deci-
sion to put up at least three apartment
buildings in our small town. It is also
well-known that she sits on the rede-
velopment committee often times tak-
ing credit for her constant communi-
cation with the developers. With this
in mind, many residents would like to
be better informed of what the poten-
tial downstream effects of increasing
housing to accommodate over 300+
apartment units may be. We all hope
that any potential issues with inte-
grating a residential rental structure
of this capacity were fully assessed
for the sake of our small town.

With plans moving forward for 300+
apartment units, we are still very con-
cerned on what will be the impact on
our small school district. Would we
need a much bigger school built or
need to find additional land within
such a small town to have another
school built and if so, what would be
the implications on the taxpayers?

Surely, folks who will be moving
into these apartments may want to
start a family in this quaint town and
I would think many of them would
also own a car. Therefore, what is the
solution to address the increased num-
ber of children in our district to en-
sure that costs cover the needs to
ensure they too have the opportunity
to receive an excellent education in
this town?

What are the options for the resi-
dents living in these new apartments
for parking and would this have any
impact on our current residential side
streets? What would be the impact on
the increase in traffic passing in and
out of our town with such a large-
scale increase in residents living in
Garwood? It would be foolish to think
that every person who decides to live
in these new apartments will be tak-
ing the train or mass transit to work.
People have spouses who work else-
where, residents living there may be

retirees, and of course, there are many
other different factors to consider
which would most likely require these
residents to own a car. Therefore, I
would like to ask mayoral candidate
Sara Todisco, how all of these poten-
tial scenarios have been factored into
the decision to support the current
design plans for the Casale/Petro site?
Additionally, what is the impact on
our sewer and water systems?

However, with the changes planned
to impact this small town, and with
proposals being put forth for more
redevelopment in a similar fashion to
the Russo Development project, I ask
Councilwoman Todisco how does this
keep our community small and close-
knit? We all see the Garwood slogan
“Small-town, Big-heart” painted ev-
erywhere and thrown all around social
media, but what does this really mean?
If we really had a “big heart,” I would
expect those leading our local govern-
ment, including Sara Todisco, to take
the time to reach out to all residents
and listen to what they have to say.

Our local government should also
respect the history and infrastructure
of this small town which made it such
a great place to grow up in and raise
a family for so many years.

With the recent distribution of many
mailers from the “Democrats for
Garwood,” I see Sara Todisco declar-
ing that “better government-to-citi-
zen communication is needed for a
stronger Garwood.” However, may I
ask Ms. Todisco how have you
proactively reached out to the resi-
dents of Garwood since 2011 to share
what was previously being consid-
ered for these redevelopment plans
that have now been put forth without
residential feedback? I have little re-
gard for someone who now wants to
emphasize how transparent they are
with the residents when we do not
have clear examples of such transpar-
ency regarding the redevelopment
decisions that were made while Miss
Todisco was serving on the town coun-
cil during that time.

For local government, especially
for the leadership role of town Mayor,
we need someone who takes team-
work into consideration, respects the
voices of the residents, and compli-
ments their fellow colleagues on coun-
cil despite their party affiliation so
that we can all achieve successes for
this small town. We need someone
who understands the value of shared
accountability. However, with recent
attacks displayed from Sara Todisco
towards certain council members of a
different party affiliation, I am of the
opinion that Miss Todisco is some-
one who is not willing to work across
party lines to achieve common goals
for the benefit of Garwood. Based on
this behavior, how could we believe
that Miss Todisco will be putting forth
the best interests of Garwood first?

Kathleen (Kat) Patterson
Garwood

Letters to the Editor
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Mountainside Library Posts
Programming For June

MOUNTAINSIDE — The
Mountainside Public Library has
revealed multiple programs sched-
uled for June. Additional activities
happening this month will be an-
nounced.

Tuesday Night Movies will include
The Shape of Water (2017, R) on
June 5; Marshall (2017, PG-13) on
June 12; Lady Bird (2017, R) on
June 19, and Daddy’s Home (2017,
PG-13) on June 26. All films will
begin at 6:30 p.m.

Brown Bag Academy: The Great
Courses will continue with “How to
Listen To and Understand Great Mu-
sic” on Mondays in June at 1:15 p.m.
Professor Robert Greenberg, Music
Historian-in-Residence at the San
Francisco Performances, is the lec-
turer. Participants are invited to bring
their lunch; coffee, tea and cookies
will be served.

“Come Read to Kalee” will be fea-
tured Friday, June 1, at 3:30 p.m.
Youngsters are invited to come cuddle
up with and read to therapy dog Kalee
for five to 10 minutes. This program
is especially designed for emergent
and beginning readers in kindergar-
ten and first grade, who are asked to
bring two favorite books to read when

they come. Spots must be reserved
for this activity, which is Kalee’s last
scheduled appearance.

“Financial Wellness 101 Work-
shop” will be offered on Saturday,
June 2, at 10:30 a.m. Matt Wegryn, a
local financial services representa-
tive, will discuss ways of providing
families and individuals with finan-
cial solutions, guidance and tools to
meet their needs across all life stages,
from paying for college to retirement.
This workshop will be informational
in nature; no specific product recom-
mendations will be made.

“Science Tellers Present: The Mys-
tery of the Golden Piano” will be
presented on Tuesday, June 5, at
3:45 p.m. Throughout this wild ad-
venture story, volunteers from the
audience will help explore the fasci-
nating science behind chemical re-
actions, acids and bases, combus-
tion, air pressure, inertia and more.
This 45-minute program is designed
for children in kindergarten to fifth
grade, but can be enjoyed by the
entire family. Interested persons are
asked to call the library to register as
space is limited.

“Aging Service Kiosk” is sched-
uled for Friday, June 8, at 12:30 p.m.
Donna Farrell of the Union County
Department of Human Services Di-
vision on Aging and Disability Re-
source Connection will provide in-
formation about home-delivered
meals, respite care, home care, adult
day care, support services for
caregivers and more.

To register for library programs,
stop into the library or call (908) 233-
0115. The Mountainside Public Li-
brary is located at 1 Constitution Plaza.

Brunch Buffet to Benefit
Cranford Water Garden

CRANFORD — A waterfall,
flowing pond and aquatic plants
will beautify the Cranford Com-
munity Center atrium and provide
a bubbling, relaxing sound for ev-
eryone to enjoy. Construction will
start this spring. The water feature
will be located on the left side of
the atrium near the fireplace and
will restore the current dormant
water garden built in 2009.

Cranford’s three garden clubs,
the Floraphile Garden Club, the
Garden Club of Cranford and the
Green Thumb Garden Club of
Cranford, under the direction of
Chairperson Deb Murphy, had ap-
plied to the National Garden Clubs
(NGC) for funds for the project,
and received a “Plant America”
grant to get started, the only NGC
grant awarded to garden clubs in
New Jersey. The three clubs have
been collaborating with Cranford
Recreation Director Steve
Robertazzi since February to de-
sign the new water garden.

The pond will be constructed by
Robert Bellek of Lily Pad Ponds, an
award-winning, creative aquatic de-
signer and frequent speaker at Rutgers
University’s horticultural programs,
and will include trickling water, a
pond with water lilies, lighting, as-
sorted woodland plants and stone.

The local community can help
support this project by attending a
gourmet brunch buffet at the Pair-
ings Palate and Plate restaurant,
located at 10 Walnut Avenue,
Cranford. It will take place on Sun-
day, June 10, from 11:30 a.m. to
2:30 p.m. Attendees are invited to
bring their own prosecco/wine.

Tickets are $55 per person. They
may be obtained by contacting Sue
Matlosz at
CRANFORDWATERGARDEN@gmail.com
or they may be purchased at the front
desk at the Cranford Public Library,
located at 224 Walnut Avenue,
Cranford. Seating is limited, so inter-
ested persons are encouraged to re-
serve their tickets as soon as possible.

– Obituaries –

For nearly sixty-two years, Donn A. Snyder was accompanied on his journey by
his loving wife, Mary Margaret Mooney Snyder, who preceded him to heaven in
2013. Their shared faith, devotion and love have been an inspiration to those whose
lives they touched along the way.

WATER GARDEN ON THE WAY...Members of the Floraphile Garden Club,
the Garden Club of Cranford and the Green Thumb Garden Club of Cranford,
along with township employees, prepare the Cranford Community Center atrium
for the new water garden installation.

Caring Contact to Provide
Suicide Intervention Training
WESTFIELD — Caring Contact, a

crisis hotline that serves Northern and
Central New Jersey, will offer Applied
Suicide Intervention Skills Training
(ASIST) in Mountainside on Saturday
and Sunday, June 2 and 3.

ASIST is an internationally-ac-
claimed, two-day interactive training
program in suicide first aid designed
to provide trainees with the hands-on
skills to intervene in the case of some-
one in a suicidal situation. ASIST
training is ideal for people with a
variety of backgrounds, including first
responders, teachers, school admin-
istrators, social workers, counselors,
clergy, business managers and par-
ents. Applied Suicide Intervention
Skills Training is the most widely-
used suicide-prevention training pro-
gram in the world, according to Car-
ing Contact.

The 16-hour course is being of-
fered in two eight-hour sessions, from
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. on both Satur-
day and Sunday. It will take place at
Imagine, A Center for Coping with

Loss, located at 244 Sheffield Street,
Mountainside.

Caring Contact is offering the train-
ing for $200 for the two-day pro-
gram, and limited scholarships are
available for young adult participants.
Breakfast and lunch will be served.
To learn more or to register, visit
caringcontact.org/training-registra-
tion/ or call (908) 301-1899.

Caring Contact is an award-win-
ning, volunteer-staffed caring and
crisis hotline providing active listen-
ing support and best-in-class educa-
tion to the Central and Northern New
Jersey community. It serves those in
emotional distress and educates com-
munities about the power of personal
connection. More than 100 trained
volunteer listeners answered over
10,000 calls last year from people in
crisis, having suicidal thoughts or sim-
ply feeling depressed and lonely.

Caring Contact is affiliated with
CONTACT USA, the National Sui-
cide Prevention Lifeline and the
American Association of Suicidol-
ogy. Anyone in crisis and in need of
someone to listen is urged to call
Caring Contact at (908) 232-2880.To
learn more, visit caringcontact.org. Lavy House to Offer

Senior Safety Talk
WESTFIELD — “Safety Tips for

Seniors” will be the featured pro-
gram for senior citizens on Tues-
day, June 5, at 11:30 a.m., at the
Senior Resource Center at the Lavy
House. The center offers regular
programming for seniors and their
families.

Officer Mike Riccio of the Union
County Sheriff’s Office will be the
presenter. He will address general
safety; apartment dwelling (living
alone) safely, including tips in case
of a fire; personal safety measures,
as well as safety measures that need
to be taken. Officer Riccio also will
answer any questions that the audi-
ence may have and touch on scam
prevention advice.

A light lunch will be served and
kosher dietary laws observed. The
Senior Resource Center at the Lavy
House is located at 748 East Broad
Street, Westfield.

Registration is recommended if
planning to attend this program. For
more information, interested persons
may contact info@jfscentralnj.org
or call (908) 352-8375.

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD

ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

TAKE NOTICE that on the 21st day of
May, the Zoning Board of the Township of
Cranford, in the County of Union took the
following actions:

1 . Application ZBA-18-004: Adopted
a Resolution of Memorialization approving
applicant‘s request for relief for a rear yard
setback. Requirement is 30 feet for a rear
yard setback where 27 feet exists on Block
252 Lot 10, as designated on the Town-
ship Tax Map, also known as 27 Windsor
Place, in the R-3 Zone.

2 . Application ZBA 18-005: Adopted a
Resolution of Memorialization approving
applicant’s request for relief for a rear yard
setback. Requirement is 30 feet for a rear
yard setback where 18 feet 4 feet is pro-
posed on Block 114 Lot 5, as designated
on the Township Tax Map, also known as
7 Shawnee Road, in the R-2 Zone.

3. Adjourned until June 11,, 2018 –
Application ZBA-18-006: Applicant:
Eastman Properties, LLC, 106 Eastman
Street, Block: 187, Lot: 2, Zone D-B. Appli-
cant is requesting a C(2) variance and a
D(3) or D(5) variance for residential den-
sity. Applicant is seeking to construct a 3-
story building containing first floor com-
mercial space and four (4) apartments on
the two upper floors.

Jeffrey Pistol
Board Secretary

1 T - 5/31/18, the Leader Fee: $31.62

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF GARWOOD

NEW JERSEY
PLANNING BOARD

TAKE NOTICE that on May 23, 2018 the
Garwood Planning Board memorialized
the following resolution of their February
21, 2018 decision:

Case PB17-06: Applicant: South Ave
Urban Renewal, LLC. 400, 450-490 South
Avenue and 50 and 70 Center Street, (B
401, Lots 1, 2, 4, 5) within the South Av-
enue Transit Oriented Redevelopment
Area.

Granting Preliminary and Final Site Plan
Approval together with a subdivision for lot
consolidation for a project which proposes
to demolish the vacant former industrial
buildings, remediate and redevelop the
subject property with approximately
396,000 Gross Square Feet mixed use
building. The proposed building will in-
clude 298 apartment units, 19,366 Square
Feet of Retail space, on-site Leasing Of-
fice, on-site amenities for residents includ-
ing fitness facility and pool, a parking deck
that will be wrapped by the building on
three sides, and an open plaza.

The resolution is on file and available for
inspection in the office of the Planning
Board located in the Municipal Building
located at 403 South Avenue, Garwood,
New Jersey.

Adele C. Lewis
Board Secretary

1 T - 5/31/18, The Leader Fee: $30.09

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY

INSURANCE FUND COMMISSION

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS
FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

AN AUDITOR POSITION

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that pur-
suant to N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.4, 20.5 et seq.
the Union County Insurance Fund Com-
mission shall pursue a “Fair and Open
Process” in awarding a contract for posi-
tion set forth more fully below, and hereby
solicit proposals in the form of resumes
and letter applications for the below stated
positions of the Union County Insurance
Fund Commission, which shall be submit-
ted to:

Union County
 Insurance Fund Commission

c/o PERMA Risk Management Services
9 Campus Drive, Suite 216

*Contains UCIFC/RFP Response*

All responses shall be submitted in a
sealed envelope to the Insurance Com-
mission to be received no later than June
26, 2018 at 2:00 pm. Copies of the criteria
for the various positions may be obtained
by contacting Cathy Dodd at
cdodd@connerstrong.com or at 973-659-
6410.  Professional services for the follow-
ing position are hereby requested:

Auditor
1 T - 5/31/18, The Leader Fee: $28.56

Legal Advertising
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Nerijus ‘Ned’ Jarmas, 69, Family Man;
Military Veteran, Scientist, Executive
Nerijus “Ned” Jarmas, age 69, a

resident of Wilton, Conn., formerly
of Westfield, N.J., died
peacefully in his home
on Thursday, May 17,
2018. Born in Greven,
Germany, July 2, 1948,
after his family fled
Lithuania, he was the son
of the late Alfonsas and
Vanda Jarmas.

He is survived by his
siblings, Tom, Al, Ed-
ward and Audrone
Kirschner; his two be-
loved daughters, Krista
Aslanian and her husband, Matthew,
of Westfield, N.J., and Katherine
Anderson and her husband, Kyle, of
Summit, N.J.; his three adored grand-
children, Corbin, Paige and Ella
Aslanian, and soon-to-be grand-
daughter, baby girl Anderson.

Ned was a Major in the Special
Forces, a Captain in the Green Be-
rets, a scientist, and an executive at
an international food research com-
pany. A collector of sea glass and
heart-shaped rocks, chopper of fire-

wood, tinkerer of many things. He
spoke five languages. Played the

piano at Carnegie Hall.
He believed he could fix
or build anything. He
was a scavenger with his
metal detector, a wood-
turner, and a lover of
instant coffee and
Entenmann’s chocolate
donuts.

Throughout his full
life, his most cherished
role was father and
grandfather, or “Packy,”
as his grandchildren

called him.
Please join us in celebrating his life

Saturday, June 2, 2018, from 2 to 4
p.m., at the Dooley Colonial Funeral
Home, 556 Westfield Avenue,
Westfield, N.J., with a short remem-
brance service to be held at 3:30 p.m.,
and concluding with a special mili-
tary sendoff.

In lieu of flowers, memorial contri-
butions may be made to the Wounded
Warriors Foundation in Ned’s name.

May 31, 2018

Joseph A. Sharkey, Beloved
Son, Brother and Uncle

Reflecting On and Preserving
Our Town’s Historic Homes

By ROBERT WENDEL

As Westfield’s town historian and
since we are approaching our 300-
year anniversary in 2020, I think this
presents a good time to reflect on the
town’s history, focusing on how it has
changed during these past three centu-
ries. Formed as the West Fields of
Elizabethtown in 1720, this farming
community has undergone significant
transformation from inception to a
thriving, bustling center of 21st-cen-
tury suburban activity. Despite con-
stantly changing physical appearances,
with a more developed downtown cen-
ter and ongoing rejuvenation and mod-
ernization of neighborhoods, there has
always been an essential appreciation
for Westfield history which residents
have supported and passed down from
one generation to the next.

A quite visible example of this his-
tory, but likely unknown to many, is a
lovely Pre-Revolutionary War home
at the north end of East Broad Street
owned by a gentleman who fell in
love with its history and happily raised
his family there for many years. Un-
fortunately, while currently struggling
against the ravages of time, this home,
like many others of this bygone era,
could be brilliantly restored to its
former glory and thus become the
family home for a new generation.
However, the family now faces the
economic realities of a competitive
real estate market and a community
that may, perhaps, be losing its his-
toric sensibilities. Present “worth”
doesn’t necessarily value the historic,
unvarnished nature of one of
Westfield’s original homesteads, es-
tablished in 1758.

Westfield’s introspective culture
has been exemplified by a healthy
respect for the past through celebra-
tion of its history and a focus on the
Main Street America atmosphere,
while managing the delicate balance
between economic development and
reverence for the past. Westfield’s
leadership and its active citizens have

succeeded in the past in aligning these
competing interests despite the eco-
nomic pressures of today’s world.
However, in recent years, there ap-
pears to be increased pressure and
divergence from its 300-year-old core
principles. For example, when our
family first moved into town in 1991,
there were more than 20 Pre-Revolu-
tionary homes that were inhabited
and lovingly cared for by Westfield
residents. Unfortunately, today we
find our community with only a lim-
ited number left. The richness of ar-
chitecture of these Revolutionary War
era homes developed over the next
150 years, and transitioned into the
whimsy of the Victorian age with
Queen Anne turrets and decoratively
painted clapboarding. We are begin-
ning to lose the Victorian homes to
“progress” as well.

Every old house cannot be saved
nor should be saved. However, a sig-
nificant part of the fabric of this com-
munity has always been a healthy
respect for our historic past. The char-
acter which historic legacy provides
becomes the launch pad for our town’s
future development. Historic homes
give color and vibrancy to our town’s
“cultural and historic home quilt” that
we may pass to the next generation.
The “sense of place” that drew so
many of us to Westfield will fade with
time if we do not purchase, protect
and restore our historic homes in this
community. It may not make eco-
nomic sense in all cases, but I appeal
to the present generation and citizens
of Westfield to help save the remain-
ing historic homes in this special com-
munity so we may point to these struc-
tures as the last vestiges of our
country’s historic struggles against
autocracy. As we march into our tech-
nologically vibrant future, our his-
toric architecture will serve as a re-
minder of a more simple form with
balance and a pureness of materials
that we can take with us for years to
come.

Joseph A. Sharkey passed away
peacefully at home on Friday, May
25, 2018.

Born in New York City on July 26,
1967, Joe moved with his family to
Mountainside, N.J., at the age of four.
Throughout his childhood, Joe was a
familiar sight around town, particu-
larly at the community pool during
the summer months. He graduated
from the Marie H. Katzenbach School
for the Deaf in 1988.

With a smile that would light up a
room, Joe was a bright presence and
a dear friend to many. He embraced
life fearlessly, armed with a keen sense
of humor and generous compassion.
Joe cherished his large extended fam-

ily, and especially treasured his role
as uncle to his niece and nephew.

Joe is survived by his sister and
brother-in-law, Francesca and Paul
Moum, his nephew, Brian, and niece,
Kelsey, of Westfield, N.J. He was
preceded in death by his devoted par-
ents, Edward and Tina Sharkey.

Visitation will be at Higgins and
Bonner Echo Lake Funeral Home, 582
Springfield Avenue, Westfield, on Fri-
day, June 1, from 4 to 8 p.m. A private
service will follow at a later date.

In lieu of flowers, memorial dona-
tions may be made to Everas Com-
munity Services (everas.org) or
SarahCare (sarahcarenj.com).

May 31, 2018

Westfield Area Y to Host
Achievers 20th Year Gala

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Area YMCA, in collaboration with the
Fanwood-Scotch Plains YMCA and
Plainfield Area YMCA, will host the
Achievers 20th Anniversary Gala on
Friday, June 15, from 6 to 11 p.m. This
event will take place in The Embassy
Suites Grand Ballroom, located at 250
Connell Drive, Berkeley Heights.

The evening will include a cock-
tail hour with live musical perfor-
mances by students, plus dinner,
dancing, an art auction and tricky
tray. The tricky tray will feature more
than 40 items including offerings
from Lord & Taylor, New York Jets,
Plainfield Symphony, Disney, and
New York Broadway Tours. During
the Gala, 2018 Achiever high-school
graduates and Alumni Achievers
Connell Company scholarship re-
cipients will be recognized with cer-
tificates distributed by the Union
County Freeholders. The Most Dedi-
cated Mentors will be honored and
the new Achievers Steering Com-
mittee will be inducted.

This year’s milestone event fea-
tures a variety of speakers and artists.

Keynote speaker Tia Norfleet is the
world’s first female African-Ameri-
can NASCAR driver and the first to be
licensed by both NASCAR and ARCA
(Automobile Racing Club of America).

Gala Guest Artist John Stanisci is
a Marvel/DC Comics illustrator who
will auction his work to benefit the
Achievers program.

Mentoring Speaker Stephen
Powell is the Chief Program Officer
of the National CARES Mentoring
Movement and leads its program ex-

pansion, partnership development,
training and technical assistance ef-
forts across the country.

Leadership Speaker Luke Wright’s
background includes 22 years of mili-
tary service in the Marine Corps and
serving as a department head in the
Baltimore County school system. He
is dedicated to empowering and de-
veloping youth to become the lead-
ers of tomorrow.

Proceeds of the 20th Anniversary
Gala will benefit the Achievers Pro-
gram. To attend or support this event,
visit westfieldynj.org/get-involved/
events or the Main Y Facility Wel-
come Center at 220 Clark Street,
Westfield.

Ad Journal or vendor table sub-
missions are due by Friday, June 1.
Individual or table tickets must be
purchased by Friday, June 8.

The Westfield Area YMCA
Achievers seeks to raise the aca-
demic standards of young people,
expose students to diverse career
options and inspire them to reach
their goals. Achievers also partici-
pate in community service activi-
ties, celebrate their history, culture
and traditions, and receive college-
prep tutoring and essay assistance.
This program is available at little or
no cost to participants.

For inquiries about the Gala or how
to otherwise support the Achievers
program, contact Janice A. Carthens at
(908) 301-YMCA (9622), extension
no. 227, or jcarthens@westfieldynj.org
or Nadya Lawrence at (908) 301-
YMCA (9622), extension no. 280, or
nlawrence@westfieldynj.org.

RIVER ADVENTURE...Boy Scout Troop No. 73 of Westfield canoed Atsion Lake
and Batso River in Wharton State Forest in the Pine Barrens of southern New
Jersey the weekend of May 18 to 20. Twenty-four Scouts and 13 Adult Scouters
took in the pristine natural environment of the rivers. The weekend included canoe
training for the Scouts. They camped at Bodine Field, where they enjoyed an
evening campfire, performed a skit, held a sing-along and retired worn American
flags. Anyone interested in joining Troop No. 73 may contact Scoutmaster Seamus
Cunningham at seamusandmichele@gmail.com.

Nerijus ‘Ned’ Jarmas
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Brian Dowd and Dr. Sharon Williams

Dr. Sharon Williams
To Marry Brian Dowd

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Williams of
Saddle River, N.J., formerly of
Ridgewood, N.J., are pleased to an-
nounce the engagement of their
daughter, Dr. Sharon Williams, to
Brian Dowd, son of Mrs. Patricia
Dowd and the late Brian M. Dowd of
Westfield, N.J.

Dr. Williams, a graduate of
Loyola University, Maryland, and

the University of Pennsylvania
School of Veterinary Medicine, is
a veterinary medical doctor at the
Animal Infirmary of Hoboken, N.J.

Mr. Dowd graduated from Syra-
cuse University, School of Archi-
tecture and is a Principal at Blair +
Mui Dowd Architects in New York
City.

A November wedding is planned.

Library to Present Tempest,
Zumba Gold For Adults

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Memorial Library will host a pre-
sentation of The Tempest by William
Shakespeare on Wednesday, June 6,
at 7 p.m. Additionally, the library
will host three sessions of Zumba
Gold for Adults on consecutive
Wednesdays, June 6, 13 and 20, at
10 a.m. each day. The library is lo-
cated at 550 East Broad Street.

The Tempest will be presented by
the Hudson Shakespeare Company.
It tells the story of Prospero, a dis-
placed noble, who lives on a wild
and beautiful island and is the magi-
cal master of all he surveys. He can
summon up storms but has no power
over his precocious teenage daugh-
ter, Miranda, who yearns to know of
the outside world.

Prospero commands a storm to
wreak havoc on some of his enemies
to settle an old debt, while giving his
daughter the future she craves. Wiz-
ards, pirates and monsters collide in
this comedic Shakespeare romp
through an enchanted Caribbean is-
land, as ancient scores of revenge
are settled.

Certified Zumba instructor Andrea
Lawson will present the 45-minute,
low-intensity Zumba class accompa-
nied by the Latin sounds of salsa and
merengue. Participants should wear

comfortable clothes and sneakers.
Due to space considerations, reg-

istration priority for both The Tem-
pest and the Zumba classes had been
given to Westfield resident
cardholders only, but also is now
available to MURAL patrons, space
permitting. MURAL cardholders
belong to the 43 libraries that are
part of the Middlesex Union Recip-
rocal Agreement Libraries. Interested
persons are urged to visit the
Westfield Memorial Library website,
wmlnj.org, and click on the “About
Us” tab to see if their library is a
MURAL participant. To register for
either program, visit wmlnj.org and
click on the Online Calendar, or call
(908) 789-4090, option 0.

Westfield Memorial Library hours
are 9:30 a.m. to 9 p.m., Monday
through Thursday; 9:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.,
Friday and Saturday, and 1 to 5 p.m.
on Sunday until June 17. The library
will be closed on Sundays beginning
June 24. It also will be closed Friday,
June 8, for a Staff Education Day.

For more information on library
programs and services, call (908)
789-4090, visit wmlnj.org and sign
up for the monthly e-newsletter, “Li-
brary Loop,” or stop by the library
for a copy of its award-winning, quar-
terly newsletter, “Take Note.”

Caregivers Meeting
Set For Monday

WESTFIELD — A support group
for those caring for elderly or chroni-
cally ill loved ones will meet on Mon-
day, June 4. Meetings are on the first
non-holiday Monday of each month,
at 7:30 p.m., in the parish center of St.
Helen’s Roman Catholic Church on
Lamberts Mill Road in Westfield.

These are information and sharing
sessions. For more details, call
Marilyn Ryan at (908) 233-8757.
There will be no meetings during the
months of July and August.

Miller-Cory to Wrap Season
With Father’s Day Program
WESTFIELD — The Miller-Cory

House Museum will welcome fami-
lies this Sunday, June 3, for a Father’s
Day celebration between 2 and 4
p.m. The program will include a fes-
tive craft for a special person,
storytelling and guided tours of the
restored, colonial-era farmhouse.

In the museum’s Frazee Building,
members of the Cooking Committee
will prepare dishes over the open-
hearth fire using authentic colonial
methods and seasonal ingredients.

Admission is $4 for ages 13 and
older; $3 for ages 3 to 12 and free for
those under age 3. The museum is
located at 614 Mountain Avenue,
Westfield.

This will be the final program of
the season. The museum will be
closed for the summer and will re-
open in mid-September. The office
will be open, however; school/Scout
tours or other special programs may
be scheduled for the fall.

The museum also will hold train-
ing classes over the summer for indi-
viduals interested in becoming a vol-
unteer. There are many opportuni-
ties to match all sorts of interests,

including giving tours, cooking over
the open hearth, helping with craft
programs and gardening, among oth-
ers. Full training is provided, and
there is no minimum requirement of
hours.

For information, call (908) 232-
1776 or e-mail
millercorymuseum@gmail.com.
Area residents also may check
millercoryhouse.org or the museum’s
Facebook page in late summer for
the Fall 2018 schedule of events.

Community Unites For Prom
For Special-Needs Youth

SCOTCH PLAINS – It was a cool
spring evening May 5 when a white
limousine rolled up to the doors of
St. Bartholomew the Apostle Roman
Catholic Church in Scotch Plains.
The night’s theme song, Coldplay’s
“A Sky Full of Stars,” played on the
speakers as the limousine door
opened, and some special guests
stepped onto the red carpet. They
were greeted with applause while a
crown or tiara was placed on each
honoree’s head, with further guests
soon to arrive in the same elegant
style as well. The night had begun.

The YMCAs of Fanwood-Scotch
Plains and Berkeley Heights
partnered with St. Bartholomew the
Apostle Church to host a prom that
night for teens with special needs.
The prom featured everything from
a red-carpet entrance to a special
dance with their parents. Each guest
was paired with a high-school buddy
who volunteered to accompany
prom guests throughout the night to
ensure a fun and safe prom experi-
ence from the limousine ride, to
eating a Chick-fil-A dinner, to danc-
ing all night.

The evening was made possible
by a team comprised of 168 volun-
teers as well as staff from the
YMCAs and St. Bartholomew
Church. With six months of plan-

ning, the team led by Lisa
McQuilkin, Francesca Girrarda and
Elaine Coupe prepared and engaged
with community members and spon-
sors to provide a night to remember
for teens living with special needs.
The community stepped up in a
major way and provided everything
needed for this special night, in-
cluding sponsorships for the guests.
Sponsors included Action Limou-
sine, Chick-fil-A, Pantagis Renais-
sance, Apple Blossom Flower Shop,
Hall’s Garden Center & Florist,
Taylor Rental, Gennaro’s, St. Bart’s
Moms Group, Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Newcomers and Neigh-
bors, Nick’s Pizza, L’Oreal, My
Little Party Place Children’s Par-
ties & Events, Katie Party Shop and
The Dessert Ladies Group.

The YMCA facilities and St.
Bartholomew the Apostle Church are
committed to young adults with spe-
cial needs, and both provide inclu-
sive programs that nurture and foster
a loving environment and a safe place
to come together. They run a “Friend
Friday” program each month where
special-needs teens can come to-
gether and just hang out.

To learn more about programming
for individuals with special needs,
visit theSAY.org/specialneeds and
stbartholomewchurch.org.

PERFECT PROM...A young man and his special friend enjoy the festivities at
a prom for special-needs teens that took place May 5 at St. Bartholomew the
Apostle Roman Catholic Church in Scotch Plains. Sponsored by local YMCAs
in partnership with the church, this event also was made possible through the
support of numerous volunteers and area businesses.

LAW OFFICES OF
ROBERT G. STAHL, LLC
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FLOWERING FRIENDSHIPS...Kathi Wildstein, Annette Madarasz and Phyllis
Brown, pictured left to right, erect the Growing Friends sunflower in the Fanwood
Memorial Library lobby. The Friends of the Fanwood Memorial Library’s Mem-
bership Committee is seeking to attain 100 new or renewing members by July 4.

Fanwood Library Friends’
Membership Drive Ongoing

FANWOOD — The Friends of the
Fanwood Memorial Library’s mem-
bership drive is ongoing, with the goal
of recruiting 100 new or renewing
members by Wednesday, July 4, 2018.

Card-carrying Friends members
receive discounts at 15 local mer-
chants, first pick at the book sale,
and free DVD rentals.

Progress in the Growing Friends
campaign is indicated on the nine-
foot-tall sunflower that Fanwood art-
ist Jean Rosen designed for the li-
brary lobby. The Children’s Depart-

ment has been offering young visi-
tors coloring opportunities to show
their support.

The Friends group raises money
for and distributes funds to the library
for the MuseumPass and other pro-
grams, for equipment, and for materi-
als beyond the library’s budget.

Residents may join at
fanwoodlibrary.org/friends, at the li-
brary, or by mailing in the newsletter
form that arrived by mail in early
April. The Fanwood Memorial Li-
brary is located at 5 Forest Road.

Youth Chess Club
To Meet at Library

SCOTCH PLAINS — Scotch Plains
and Fanwood Library cardholders ages
7 to 16 are invited to participate in the
Scotch Plains Public Library’s popu-
lar chess club. Led by instructor Errol
Singh, the club will meet next on
Wednesdays, June 6 and June 20, from
6 to 7:30 p.m., at the library.

Pre-registration is required for the
chess club and is limited to Scotch
Plains and Fanwood cardholders. To
register, go to wonderprep.com/
chess_manager.

Space is limited. For more informa-
tion, call (908) 322-5007, extension
no. 204; e-mail library@scotlib.org or
stop by the library Reference Desk.
The Scotch Plains Public Library is
located at 1927 Bartle Avenue, one
block from Park Avenue, in the center
of the township.

Patrick’s Downtown Race
To Take Place on June 27

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Town-
ship of Scotch Plains will host the
third annual Patrick’s Downtown
Race to Summer on Wednesday,
June 27, at 7:30 p.m.

The course takes participants
through the downtown business dis-
trict and residential neighborhoods,
promising spectator support all
along the route. Following the race,
on the Alan Augustine Green, par-
ticipants will have an opportunity

to enjoy live entertainment by the
Neighbors, barbecue from the Stage
House Tavern, a cold beer and spon-
sor tables.

Each registered runner will re-
ceive a ticket for the barbecue, and
runners age 21 and older will get a
voucher for a free beer. There will
be a Kids’ Fun Run and Kids’ One
Mile Run at 7 p.m.

The race is held in memory of
Patrick J. Allocca, a Scotch Plains
resident. Proceeds from the event,
in his name, will go to support im-
provements in the downtown Scotch
Plains business district and local
charities.

For more information and to regis-
ter, visit scotchplainsnj.gov. Anyone
with questions on how to become a
sponsor, or to volunteer, may contact
racetosummer2018@gmail.com.

Hypertension Clinic
Is Set For June 12

SCOTCH PLAINS — The town-
ship nurse will be available at the
Scotch Plains Public Library for blood
pressure checks on Tuesday, June 12,
from 10 a.m. until noon. No registra-
tion is required. There will be no
screenings in July and August.

The Scotch Plains Public Library
is located at 1927 Bartle Avenue, one
block from Park Avenue in the center
of the township.
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"HIRING THE TOP AGENT ISN'T EXPENSIVE - IT'S PRICELESS."

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Ridge High School in Basking
Ridge hosted the North Jersey, Sec-
tion 2, Group I and IV Track & Field
Championships on May 25-26 and
Middletown North hosted the North
Jersey, Section 2, Group II and III
Championships. The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Raider boys took fourth
in the Group IV team totals with 44
points, while the Westfield Blue
Devil boys placed seventh at 38.
The Lady Blue Devils took sixth
with 37 points and the SPF Raiders
placed 10th at 26. In Group III, the

Cranford Cougar girls took fourth
with 44 points.

With the top-6 in each event ad-
vancing to the Group Championships,
Blue Devil Joe SanGiacomo took first
in the javelin with a toss of 162-2.
Raider Mike Leegan placed fourth at
150-10 and Blue Devil Brendan
Riccardi placed fifth at 149-0. Raid-
ers Kyle Estivene, Jacob Leigh, Jus-
tin Sanders and Dwight Laylor crossed
first in the 4x100 with a personal-
record (PR) time of 42.34.

Aware of the strength of a trio of
North Hunterdon Lions runners, Blue
Devils Spencer Weigand and Matt

Meusel tweaked their strategies in an
effort to get best results in the 1,600.
Weigand took a slight lead on the first
lap then stayed just behind the three
Lions for most of the race until he put
on a kick at the end to place third at
4:24.3, behind Lions Ray Sellero at
4:21.4 and Gavin Richards at 4:23.72.
Meusel crossed fourth with a PR time
of 4:25.45, followed by Raider Bran-
don Garcia at 4:27.42. Blue Devil
Will Loggia finished 11th at 4:36.12
and Raider Scott Kaiser finished 16th
at 4:39.05.

“The strategy more or less was to
try to stay just off the front, try to stay

CRANFORD COURGAR JOSIAH CADET CAPTURES FIRST IN 400 H, TUMBOKON WINS TRIPLE JUMP AT GROUP 3

Raider Boys Fourth, WF Girls 6th at Section 2, Group 4 Track
comfortable but I saw we came
through around 65-66. I was actu-
ally pretty close to 30 flat for the
200. So the 70, second lap, it didn’t
stretch out the field enough for any
safe bet for a kick, so I tried to push
a little bit but save a little bit for the
end. But in the end, I let a little too
much leading,” Weigand explained.

“I will take it. I wasn’t feeling good
the last couple of days, especially this
morning. I woke up, I felt horrible.

The plan originally was that I would
hang with the top two, top three as
long as I could. But I knew that wasn’t
going to work with how I was feeling.
It kind of just got into a certain kick in
for me. Luckily the front pack kind of
carried me through the last three, so I
had a bit of a gap with the two guys
behind me because they were running
with me with 300 to go. So I will take
it. It might be a seasonal PR for both
of us,” Meusel said.

Weigand placed second in the 800
with a time of 1:55.21. Weigand, James
McCutcheon, Cooper Brennan and
Meusel finished fourth in the 4x800 at
8:07.18. Laylor and Leigh placed 3-4
in the 100 with respective times of
11.11 and 11.12 and Estivene finished
15th at 11.42. Leigh took fifth in the
200 at 22.61, while Laylor finished
seventh at 22.73. Estivene finished
fourth in the 110 hurdles at 14.82.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 13

BOND NETS 4 GOALS, ASSIST; SHIELDS 3 GOALS, ASSIST

Blue Devils Stun BrH2O, 10-4,
For 1st Girls Lax Section Title

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Senior Natalie Bond scored four
goals and added one assist to lead the
Westfield High School girls lacrosse
team past top-seeded Bridgewater-
Raritan, 10-4, in the NJSIAA North 2,
Group IV Tournament Championship
match played on May 24 at Basilone
Field in Bridgewater. The champion-
ship was the first in school history for
the girls lacrosse team and came
against the team, which had knocked
them out in the sectional semis last
year. The victory set Westfield up for
a Group IV state semifinal match
against top-ranked Ridgewood on
May 29 at Warren Hills.

“We didn’t care what they did last
year,” said Bond, who will play at
Stanford next year. “We wanted to
come out today and give them a game.
No one expected anything from us
and beating the TOC [Tournament of
Champions] winner makes it even
better.”

Westfield (11-7), seeded third, came
out and dominated from the start of

the game. The Blue Devils controlled
possession early, a theme that would
continue throughout the contest, and
got off four shots on goal during their
initial possession before Bond found
the back of the net for a 1-0 lead.

“It was important to come out early
and hang with them,” said Westfield
Head Coach Abby Cohn. “Last year
they got on us fast and beat us by 10
goals. We have tended to think that
every time we play a team like this,
that they are going to get up on us
early and it is going to be over but
today we got on top early and played
from the lead.”

Bridgewater-Raritan (16-5), which
easily defeated Hunterdon Central to
earn a return to the sectional champi-
onship game, paid a heavy price in
that victory. The Panthers lost top
goal scorer Tai Jankowski to a knee
injury during that game and they were
clearly impacted on offense. It was a
tribute to the home team’s determina-
tion that they managed to trade goals
with the Blue Devils and stood tied at
3-3 10 minutes into the game. But

Westfield took over from there going
on a 4-0 run to close out the first half
with a 7-3 lead.

“I know Tai and she is a very good
player with a lot of great skills,” said
Cohn. “Anytime your team loses a
player of that quality it is going to
impact your performance. But I really
believe that with the way our girls
were playing defense today that we
would have pulled it out no matter
who was on the field against us.”

Westfield had its own lengthy list
of injuries to deal with heading into
the game. Ashley Gigon, Paige
Dumont and Sydney Paoletti were all
senior contributors lost at various
stages of the season due to ACL inju-
ries. In those cases, Cohn and her
Blue Devil players had opportunities
to adjust as the schedule progressed.
Of greater concern heading into this
sectional championship was the in-
jury that had kept starting goalkeeper
Carlee Swanson sidelined for the past
six games.

Against the Panthers, the task of

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

BEGINNING THE FIRST LAP OF THE 1,600...Blue Devils Katie Hamilton, No. 10, Emma Jackler, No. 8, and Mia Melao,
No. 6, begin the first lap of the 1,600 at the North Jersey, Section 2, Group 4 Championship at Ridge High School.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

KEEPING CLOSE TO THE FRONT RUNNERS...Blue Devil Matt Meusel, left, Raider Brandon Garcia, No. 8, and Blue
Devil Spencer Weigand, between two North Hunterdon runners, keep in a tight pack in the 1,600.

Alex Lowe for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CELEBRATING THEIR FIRST SECTIONAL TITLE...The Lady Blue Devils celebrate after defeating the top-seeded
Bridgewater-Raritan Panthers, 10-4, in Bridgewater for their first North Jersey, Group 4 lacrosse championship.

more photos at goleader.com Ballyhoo Sports

SPF/St. Joseph’s Metuchen
Baseball Story on page 14
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The Proven Professional
Long-term success in the real estate profession is
reserved for the select few who consistently deliver
value to their clients. With unparalleled dignity and
grace, Hye-Young Choi continues to provide an
inspired level of service and outstanding results.

Hye-Young Choi
Sales Associate

Top 1% of all Coldwell Banker Agents Nationwide

#1 REALTOR, Westfield East Office, Total Production 11 Consecutive Years!

Email:  hyeyoungchoi1@gmail.com
Direct:  (908) 301-2015
Cell:  (908) 938-9248

Westfield East Office: 209 Central Avenue, Westfield, NJ 07090 • (908) 233-5555
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Warren Crossing is a new condominium development
brought to you by the award-winning homebuilders at
Elite Properties. Warren Crossing is thirty-five (35) new
townhomes built on Park View Drive, a cul-de-sac in
desirable Warren Township. Our sales professionals and
project managers pride themselves in making your
experience as pleasant and problem free as possible.
Our ultimate goal is the construction of the finest home
in a thoughtfully designed community to provide
satisfaction to the ever more sophisticated family and
homeowner of today.

www.warrencrossing.com

The Bryce The Coronado

The Denali The Eldorado

The Acadia

Jane Nicastro Disch
Email: jndrealtor@aol.com
Cell 908-313-7180

Paul F. Stillwaggon
Email: njestates@gmail.com
Cell 908-310-1358

Downsize Your Taxes! Ask Us How ... Starting in the
mid $800's - Home’s available for a Quick Delivery!

DOLAN FANS 13, HRS; SCHWERDTFEGER, GLUCK CLICK

Lady Cougars Stop Ferris, 6-1,
In Sectional Softball Quarters

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Bright flames must have been tail-
ing off senior Brenna Dolan’s pitches
because the opposing batters just
seemed to be blinded and unable to
get a good bat on the ball during the
North Jersey, Section 2, Group 3 Tour-
nament between the fourth-seeded
Cranford High School softball team
and the fifth-seeded Ferris Bulldogs
at Adams Field in Cranford on May
23. Dolan struck out 13 Bulldogs,
allowed just four soft singles and
walked none in a 6-1 Cougar victory.

“Erin [Schwerdtfeger — catcher]
and the umpire, we were really focus-

ing on those outside, slightly off the
plate strikes. We were taking advan-
tage of everything whether the batter
was crowding the plate, really using
strategy today. I was calmer and I
really trust my infield to stop them
behind me,” Dolan said.

The 11-8 Cougars totaled eight hits,
which included a pair of doubles and
a colossal home run. Erin
Schwerdtfeger (2-for-3) doubled and
scored on her first at-bat and tapped
an RBI single in her second at-bat. In
her third at-bat, however, she was
caught off guard with a high riser.

“Oh gosh! She was throwing a good
game. She was locating really well.
She threw me high and inside. I saw
the pitch in the beginning before it
broke. It looked beautiful. As it got
closer, not so pretty. I tried to hold but
I failed,” Schwerdtfeger confessed.

Her two hits though were pretty.
“What I like to do with outside

pitches is go opposite field, so right
field got some action. What I have
been working on a lot is hitting the
outside and making every pitch work,
so I was proud to hit that to right field.
With the other one, I was protecting
with two strikes and lined to center,”
Schwerdtfeger explained.

Mia Markase singled twice and had
an RBI, Taylor Reitzel singled and
scored once, Elizabeth McCaffery
singled and Julia Lufano scored once.
Sarah Gluck drilled an RBI double
and Dolan emphatically helped her
own cause by slamming a two-run
home run.

Candida Rodrigues looped a soft
single over first base in the top of the
second inning but no damage was
done to home plate by the Lady Bull-
dogs. But in the Cougar second,
Schwerdtfeger hooked her leadoff
double to right and scored on
Markase’s hard single down the right

field line.
The Cranford third inning, how-

ever, told the tale. After Reitzel slashed
a leadoff single to right, Gluck sparked
a four-run inning with her long RBI
double to right-center.

“The first at-bat I had, I was not
hitting the outside pitch cleanly, so I
wanted to hit the first pitch, nice cut
and I was just happy to hit a nice drive
down the line,” Gluck said.

Like Schwerdtfeger, Gluck has
shown her aggressiveness on the base
paths, especially in the past several
games.

“I love stealing and I love sliding.
My goal is to make the other team

stupid but it’s fun to run,” Gluck an-
swered.

Schwerdtfeger followed Gluck with
an RBI single up the middle then
Dolan put everyone in a “stand and
watch” mode with her two-run shot
well over the centerfield fence.

“The first time at bat I got a pop fly.
I knew that she was throwing the first
pitch right in my sweet spot. I waited
until I saw my pitch then I took advan-
tage,” Dolan revealed.

It was not the first home run for
Dolan. “I hit one against Clark on
Senior Night about a week ago. I
always look to get a base hit, move
runners and put them into scoring
position. And if I stay relaxed and put
it on the right part of the bat, I can
drive it pretty well,” she said.

Dolan’s only mound difficulty came
in the fifth inning. Desiree Rivera
beat out a leadoff infield single. Dolan

fanned the next batter but Maria Mon-
tes plopped a single over first and
Victoria Navarro loaded the bases
with a grounder over third base. Angie
Navarro’s grounder resulted in a
fielder’s choice with nobody being
called out as Rivera scored Ferris’
only run. Dolan got the next batter to
pop up to second then recorded a
strikeout for the third out.

“Heart rate raised slightly but with
a couple of timeouts and a meeting,
we got our minds back on track and
got out of the situation we needed to
get out of,” Dolan said.

“Being behind the plate with her I
saw she was comfortable with her

pitches. We had a solid warm-up and
for the most part, everything was
working when it needed to. I think
Brenna was also confident with the
team behind her,” said Schwerdtfeger.

“I have been playing with Brenna
since I was little and she has always
been a great pitcher, especially this
season and especially today. She’s
been locating her pitches very well. I
am glad to have her on the mound,”
Gluck added.

The Cougar’s final run came in the
fifth. Lufano reached first and ad-
vanced to second as a result of a
throwing error. Next she sped to third
on a wild pitch then scored when
Reitzel’s grounder was mishandled.

Next, the Cougars were to face top-
seeded, No. 6 Middletown North in
the semifinals on May 25.
Ferris 000 010 0 1
Cranford 014 100 x 6

KNAPP 3 RBI; LERIE 2 RUNS, 2 HITS; ‘VALL’ HIT, RUN, 2 SB

Blue Devils Bump P-burg, 4-3,
In North, Section Quarterfinal

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Sloppy fielding mechanics early on
put the top-seeded Westfield High
School baseball team in a hole but
timely hitting combined with crafty
base running later on earned the Blue
Devils a 4-3, eight-inning victory over
the eighth-seeded Phillipsburg
Stateliners in the quarterfinal round
of the North Jersey, Section 2, Group
4 Tournament at Bob Brewster, Sr.
Field in Westfield on May 24. Their
triumph would set them up with a very
familiar foe in the semifinal round,
the fourth-seeded Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Raiders, who defeated fifth-
seeded Union, 9-1, in the quarterfinals.

Corey Hiltz was on the mound for
the 16-9 Blue Devils and pitched the

entire eight innings, allowing three
unearned runs on eight hits, while
walking none and striking out six.
Nick McAuliffe pitched the first six
innings for P-burg, yielding three runs
on seven hits, while striking out eight,
walking one and hitting a batter.
Kerrick Stansberry pitched the final
two innings, struck out two, allowed
two singles and hit a batter.

Due to the defensive miscalcula-
tions, the Blue Devils found them-
selves trailing 3-0, but answered with
two runs in the fourth inning and one
in the sixth, knotting the score until
the Blue Devils ended it in the bottom
of the eighth, which began with a
looping leadoff single by Jake Vall-
Llobera, who went on to steal his
second base of the afternoon. Jake

Lerie’s grounder baffled the third
baseman then Matt Manning (1-for-
2) was hit-by-a-pitch, his second of
the afternoon, to load the bases. Mike
Knapp stepped to the plate and the
squeeze play was on. But he was
unable to get the bat on the ball and
Vall-Llobera became a dead duck.

“I tried to get the bat on the ball but
the ball was on the outside and I
couldn’t do anything with it and he
couldn’t run fast enough to get there,”
Knapp said with a chuckle.

“I was going for it. I wasn’t to big of
a fan of it. I think my guy ‘Milk’
[Knapp] can put it in gaps but ‘Brew’
[Coach Bob Brewster] put it on and
I’ve ran it in the past, so I was going
to get there. Missed it but we got it

CONTINUED ON PAGE 13
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more photos at goleader.com Ballyhoo SportsDavid B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SLIDING HOME WITH THE WINNING RUN...Jake Lerie slides home with the winning run in the bottom of the eighth
inning as the Blue Devils defeated Phillipsburg, 4-3, in the quarterfinals of the North Jersey, Section 2, Group 4 Tournament.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GETTING LUCKY IN A RUNDOWN...P-burg courtesy runner Blake Bodajlo gets lucky after being caught in a rundown
during the second inning of the North 2, Group 4 quarterfinals at Bob Brewster, Sr. Field in Westfield on May 24.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GETTING THE THROW A LITTLE TOO LATE...Cougar catcher Erin Schwerdtfeger gets the throw a little too late as
Lady Bulldog Desiree Rivera crosses home in the fifth inning of the North 2, Group 3 quarterfinals in Cranford on May 23.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MAKING THE STRETCH...Cougar first baseman Morrigan Gardiner makes
the stretch but Bulldog Desiree Rivera reaches on an infield single.
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Westfield School Boosters Association Presents 51st Annual
Booster Club Awards to 31 High School Senior Athletes

Jake Vall-LloberaJake DayonSydney Paoletti Spencer Weigand Isiah Reese Sean TaylorCatherine Moriarty Grace CashColin Daniel Jordan Sacher

Mia Melao Jake WornowAdam McDaniel Ashley Gigon Emma Jackler Grace ElliottChris WagnerRyan Bebel Jack McCauleyStephanie Borr

The entire speech can
be read at goleader.com

Ballyhoo Sports

Shea Elliott

Molly RyanMuriel Maloney

Nicky Bond

The 51st Westfield Booster “Stu-
dent-Athlete” awards were recently
presented and a record 31 scholar-
ships had been awarded.

A scholarship committee, which
consisted of Bret Cummings, Bill Tay-
lor, Gary Fox, Jeff Bryk, Paul Friel
and Jason McLane, evaluated the can-
didates based on the information re-
ceived from the athletes themselves,
the Guidance department, and Super-
visor of Athletics-Sandy Mamary, who
also reviewed all the applications. The
selection criteria consisted of: athletic
achievement, scholastic performance,
and leadership qualities, with achieve-
ment given the most emphasis.

Walter L. Clarkson Honorary Award
presented by Bill Baton (Boosters 2nd
Vice-President) for the Friends of
Westfield Track to Matthew Meusel,
son of Kim Schumacher and Bob
Meusel. Achievements: 10 letters – 4

cross-country
(XC), 2 winter
track, 4 spring
track; captain of
XC, winter track
and spring track
teams. 2017 XC
(All-Conference
team, first team
All-County, third

team All Group 4); 2017 winter track
(2nd in Union County Championship
— 1600 — 5th in the sectionals —
1600.

Honors: National Honor Society
(NHS), transition Leader, Peer Minis-
ter at St. Helens. Matt will attend
Boston University.

Alumni Scholarship (funded by
Boosters and John [former President]
and Faith Bennett). Presented by Bret
Cummings (Scholarship Committee
Chairman) to Jacob Dayon, son of
Heather and Don Dayon. Achieve-
ments: 4 letters — 3 football, 1 Spring
Track — captain of 3-time state cham-
pionship football team, selected first
team all division and 2nd team all-
area, along with honorable mention
All-State by News 12 varsity.

Honors: National Honor Society,
National Chinese Honor Society, Man-
darin Club, Young Republicans Club.
Jake will attend the University of Okla-
homa where he will be part of the
Army ROTC program.

Toni Bristol Honorary Award —
presenter George Kapner boy tennis
coach, winningest coach in WHS His-
tory. Recipient: Katie Encinas, daugh-
ter of Ann and Dave Encinas. Achieve-
ments: 4 letters in golf, captain junior
and senior year; 2nd team all-county
(junior), helped team to a conference
championship.

Academics: National Honor Soci-
ety, National Spanish Honor Society,
distinguished Honor Role, peer min-
ister and a youth member of the pasto-
ral council at Holy Trinity. Katie will
attend the University of Richmond.

Gary Kehler Award (presented by
Doug Kehler) in memory of Gary
Kehler, WHS’s “Hall of Fame” former
Athletic Director, football coach, wres-
tling coach and golf coach. Recipient:
Shea Elliot, son of Elke and Ralph
Elliott. Achievements: 3 letters in foot-
ball, 1 lacrosse, captain of the 3-time
State Championship Football Team,
1st Team All-Conference, 2nd team
All-Area, Honorable Mention News
12 All-State, member of the Super 100
team — senior year.

Honors: National Honor Society,
distinguished honor roll, received the
Latin Seal of Biliteracy, Special Olym-
pics coach and flag football coach.
Shea will attend the University of
Chicago and will continue his football
career.

Jack Martin Spirit Award (presented
by Chris Tafelski — XC, winter track
and spring track teams coach) given
by the Friends of Westfield Track in
honor of WHS XC and track coach
Jack Martin.

Recipient: Spencer Weigand, son of
Suzanne and Christian Weigand.
Achievements: 11 letters – 4 XC, 3
winter track, 4 spring track — captain
of winter and spring track. XC — 1st
team All-County (senior), 2nd team
All-County (junior). Indoor track —
1st team All-County, 2nd in the sec-
tional 800, took 3rd in the Group IV
800 and 4th in the 800 at the Meet of
Champions.

Spencer is an Eagle Scout as well as
a Scout scholar athlete. Spencer will
attend Case Western Reserve Univer-
sity and continue with track and XC.

Thom Hornish Achievement Award
(presented by Donna Hornish) given
by the Friends of Westfield Track in

memory of WHS XC and track coach
Thom Hornish. Recipient: Mia Melao,
daughter of Mari and Ron Melao.
Achievements: 11 letters - 4 XC, 1
basketball, 2 winter track, 4 in spring
track — captain of winter and spring
track and was Most Valuable Senior of
the XC.

In XC —1st team All-Conference,
1st team All-County, 2nd team All-
Group IV, set Greystone Park School
Record as well as a Holmdel Park
School Record. Winter track — 3rd
team All-County, set school record in
the Distance Medley Relay.

Honors: distinguished honor roll,
National Honor Society, recipient of
the AP scholar award, transition leader,
peer minister, volunteer for Catholic
Heart work camp. Mia plans to attend
the School of Nursing at Fairfield
University where she will continue to
run XC.

Peter Houlihan Memorial Awards
(presenter Boomer Wertheimer, assis-
tant boys lacrosse coach) and funded
by an anonymous Booster and the
Boosters Association.

Female recipient: Sydney Paoletti,
daughter of Kara and Doug Paoletti.
Achievements: 4 letters in lacrosse
and captain, Honorable Mention All-
Conference as a junior and was an
Under-Armour 150 All-Star.

Honors: distinguished honor roll,
maintains a 4.0 GPA, National Honor
Society, French Honor Society, youth
lacrosse coach, transition group leader
and volunteer at Children’s Special-
ized hospital. Sydney will attend Co-
lumbia University and continue la-
crosse career.

Male recipient: Mark Walter, son of
Lois and Chris Walter. Achievements:
3 letters in soccer; captain, voted the
team’s Most Valuable Senior, first team
All-County (junior & senior), 1st team
All-Group IV, 1st Team All-State,
Union County Player of the Year, voted

top 48 players in
NJ (senior).

Honors: vol-
unteer at St.
Joseph’s soup
kitchen, member
of Junior Opti-
mist Club and the
Dream team.
Mark will attend

Muhlenberg College and play soccer.
Westfield Basketball Association

Awards (presenter Jim Lane, Vice-
President of the WBA). Male recipi-
ent: Mark Natiello, son of Eva and Joe
Natiello. Achievements: 2 letters in
basketball, captain, started in all 22
games, averaged over 8 points and
almost 4 steals per game.

Honors: distinguished honor roll,
National Honor Society, Young Re-
publicans Club. Mark will attend
Washington & Lee and continue play-
ing basketball.

Female recipient: Molly Ryan,
daughter of Jackie & Billy Ryan.
Achievements: 3 varsity letters in bas-
ketball, captain, invited to play in the
NJ North-South All-Star game, holds
WHS career steals record with 324,
6th all-time leading scorer with 902
points, 3rd all-time in 3-pointers for a
single season with 43, selected to the
Courier News All-Area 3rd team.

Honors: President & Historian of
Italian Club, soup kitchen and food
bank volunteer in Hillside. Molly will
attend Tufts University and continue
basketball career.

John Byrne Memorial Scholarship
Award (presented by Owen Brand).
Recipient: Matthew Rittendale, son of
Mary and Pat Rittendale. Achieve-
ments: 7 letters – 4 ice hockey (cap-
tain), 3 lacrosse. Westfield Living Ath-

lete of the Month
for April, 2018,
led the hockey
team in points
this season.
Hockey — 2nd
team All-Divi-
sion (junior and
senior), member
of 100 points
club, led team to

a Union County Championship. La-
crosse — 72 career points.

Honors: Italian Club, floor hockey
coach for the Special Olympics, vol-
unteer youth lacrosse coach. Matt will
attend Miami University in Oxford,
Ohio.

Friends and Family of Marge and
Bob Brewster Scholarship (Presenter
Bob Brewster, baseball coach). Re-
cipient: Adam McDaniel, son of Niels
and Fred McDaniel. Achievements: 2
letters football, 3 basketball, captain
of both, voted Most Valuable Senior
(basketball), 1st team All-Conference
football (junior & senior), 1st team
All-Area, 3rd Team All-Group V and
HM News 12 Varsity All-State (se-
nior). Basketball — selected to the
Courier News All-Area team.

Adam will attend the University of
New Haven and will play football.

The Class of 2008 Newman-Olsen
Memorial Award (given by the Wilt
Family) to football and/or baseball
player with exceptional talent and lead-
ership qualities as exemplified by Scott
Newman and Justin Olsen during their
careers. Joe Barmakian presenter. Re-
cipient: Jack McCauley, son of Paula
& John McCauley. Achievements: 6
letters – 3 football, 3 lacrosse, captain
of both. On state championship foot-
ball team, 1st team All-Conference

honors, 2nd team
All-Area, All-
State honorable
mention, selected
to the Phil Simms
North-South All-
Star game. La-
crosse: two-year
starting goalie,
led team to a
Union County

Championship (junior).
Honors: youth basketball coach,

Latin Club. Jack will attend Holy Cross
and will continue his football career.

Westfield Wrestling Foundation
Scholarship (Al Rabinowitz pre-
senter). Recipient: Isaiah Reese. Isaiah,
son of Lacreasha Taylor. Achieve-
ments: 5 letters — 4 wrestling, 1 foot-
ball — captain of wrestling team,
placed 2nd in the Union County Tour-
nament (senior), 43-24 career record.

Isaiah will attend Union County
College.

The Greta Schoenemann Memorial
Scholarship (presenter Robert
Schoenemann). Recipient: Grace
Elliott, daughter of Mary and Rick
Elliott. Achievements: 8 letters — 4
soccer, 4 basketball, captain of both,
voted Most Valuable Senior (basket-
ball), three-year starter in both sports.
Soccer: Led team in goals, 1st team
All-Conference, 1st team All-County
(junior and senior years), Star Ledger
1st Team All-State & Union County
Player of the Year (senior). Basketball:
HM All-County (junior), WHS 5th all-
time steals, 18th All-Time scoring.

Honors: volunteer for the Lady Blue
Devil camp and various basketball
camps in the summers. Grace will
attend the University of Scranton and
play soccer.

Jim Nicoll Scholarship Award (Jen
Buccino presenter — XC, track coach).
Recipient: Emma Jackler, daughter of
Elaine and Mark Jackler. Achieve-
ments: 10 letters — XC, winter track,
spring track, Captain of XC and spring
track, selected Most Valuable Senior
(winter track), qualified for the Meet
of Champions in the 800. XC: All-
State Athlete of the Week, 1st team
All-Conference (senior), 2nd team All-
Conference (junior), set WHS record
at Tamaques Park for the 2 mile, quali-
fied and ran at the Penn Relays in the
4x800 relay in 2016.

Honors: National Honor Society,
National Spanish Honor Society, Span-
ish Club, Operation Smile and Latin
Club. Emma will attend the Univer-
sity of Wisconsin.

The Westfield Baseball League
Award (presenter Leo White). Recipi-
ent: Christopher Wagner, son of Kathy
& Ed Wagner. Achievements: 3 letters
— 2 baseball, 1 basketball, career
batting average of .438, hitting .500
this season with 36 hits, 22 RBI, re-
cently hit a grand slam in the Union
County semifinal game victory. Chris
was 1st Team All-County (junior year)
and selected to the Union/Essex
County All-Star game.

Chris will attend the University of
Scranton and play baseball.

Girls Softball League of Westfield
Scholarship (presenter Gary Fox
GSLW Board Member, past Boosters
President). Recipient: Jordan Sacher,
daughter of Jill and Gil Sacher.
Achievements: four letters in softball
(captain junior and senior seasons),
four-year starter, career batting aver-
age of .305 with 60 hits and 36 RBI.

Honors: Transition leader, member
of the Hi’s Eye Staff. Jordan will at-
tend the University of Wisconsin.

Ted Connell Scholarships for Swim-
ming (given by WHS Class of 1964
and the Connell family in memory of
Ted Connell). Presenter Steve
Whittington, WHS girls swim head
coach. Male recipient: Colin Daniel.
Colin, son of Sharon and Rob Daniel.
Achievements: four letters in swim-
ming, captain, Most Valuable Senior
Award, member of school record set-
ting team in the 200 medley relay,
county champion in 100 butterfly, 1st
in 100 breaststroke at Meet of Cham-
pions, WHS Top-15 in 200 Free, 200
IM, 100 Butterfly, 100 Breaststroke.

Honors: National Honor Society,
transition leader, peer minister. Colin
will attend Carnegie Mellon Univer-
sity and continue swimming.

Female recipient: Muriel Maloney,

daughter of Ruth & Jerry Maloney.
Achievements: 4 letters in swimming
and captain, on the WHS Top-15 list
for 100 backstroke, 100 free, 200 free,
200 medley relay, 200 free relay and
the 400 free relay; Meet of Champions
qualifier in 100 back and 100 free.

Muriel will attend Monmouth Uni-
versity and will continue her swim-
ming career.

The Friends of Girl’s Lacrosse
Award (presenter Lois Hely). Recipi-
ent: Catherine Moriarty, daughter of
Dianne and Kevin Moriarty. Achieve-
ments: three varsity letters in lacrosse
and captain, selected to the NJ Region
of the Under Armour Lacrosse All-
Tournament team.

Honors: National Honor Society,
peer minister at Holy Trinity, volun-
teer youth lacrosse coach, tutor for
elementary students. Catherine will
attend the University of Florida and
play lacrosse.

Deborah Tuohy Memorial Scholar-
ship (presenter Patrick Tuohy, varsity
lacrosse coach). Recipient: Nicky
Bond, son of Patty and Scott Bond.
Achievements: four letters in lacrosse
(captain), one in swimming; an inte-
gral part of
WHS’s 3 county
championship la-
crosse teams,
named 1st Team
All Group IV
(junior), selected
NJ.com All Jun-
ior First team as
well as NJ.com
1st Team All-
Freshman/Sophomore; 4th all-time in
career goals at WHS with 101.

Honors: maintains a 4.27 GPA,
National Honor Society, awarded the
English Department Writing Award,
Spanish Club, volunteer youth lacrosse
coach. Nicky will attend Princeton
University and play lacrosse.

Judith and Bruce McLane Memo-
rial Awards (presenters Devon and
Aidan McLane). Male recipient: Jake
Wornow, son of Pam and Darryl
Wornow. Achievements: 4 letters in
lacrosse, captain, four-year starting
midfielder, integral part of 3 County
Championship teams, Honorable Men-
tion All-Division, 2nd Team All-Group
IV (junior), member of the NJ region
for the Under Armour Underclass All-
American team, member of the “100
points Club” and currently has 111.

Honors: National Honor Society,

volunteer youth lacrosse coach. Jake
will attend Yale University and play
lacrosse.

Female recipient: Grace Cash,
daughter of Jackie and Mike Cash.
Achievements: 7 letters – 4 swimming
(captain), 3 lacrosse — qualified for
the Meet of Champions three times
(swimming), won the Lt. Daniel
Nichols Memorial Award for Leader-
ship, swam for
the Westfield Y
Devilfish Swim
Team and won
the Bob Wright
Award for Lead-
ership at their se-
nior banquet.

Honors: distin-
guished honor
roll, National Honor Society, peer min-
ister at St. Helen’s, taught swimming
to children from the Elizabeth Coali-
tion House where she was the leader
during her last year, worked at the
Catholic Heart Work Camp (3 years),
transition leader, participated in Model
UN and the French Club. Grace will
attend Boston College.

The Athletic Directors Scholarship
(Sandy Mamary, Supervisor of Athlet-
ics presenter in memory of former Ath-
letic Directors - Gary Kehler, Ed
Tranchina, Bob Duncan and John Lay)
Funded by the Boosters, The Friends of
Westfield Track, and the Westfield PAL.
Recipient: Ryan Bebel, son of Nancy
and Peter Bebel. Achievements: 8 let-
ters — 4 swimming (captain), 2 XC, 2
in Spring Track —, member of WHS
record 200 freestyle relay, first in 100
breaststroke at the Meet of Champions,
won 200 individual medley and the 100
backstroke at the Union County Cham-
pionship, WHS Top-15 for 200 IM,
100 back, 100 breast, 100 free, 200
medley and 400 freestyle relay.

Honors: Honor roll student, USA
Swimming Scholastic All-American
(junior year). Ryan will attend The
College of William & Mary and con-
tinue swimming.

Advisors’ Scholarships (presenters
past Booster Presidents Paul Friel and
Jeff Bryk). Female recipient: Stephanie
Borr, daughter of Marcy Boor.
Achievements: four letters in volley-
ball, captain, All-State Athlete of the
Week, 2nd Team All-Group IV (fresh-
man), 1st Team All-County and 1st
Team All-Group IV (senior), holds
WHS record for career kills with 666
and had the opportunity to play in the
NJ Senior All-Star game.

Honors: honor roll student, National
Honor Society. Stephanie will attend
the Brandeis University and play vol-
leyball.

Male recipient: Sean Taylor, son of
Cheryl Taylor and Lee Taylor. Achieve-
ments: 8 letters — 4 golf (captain & 4-
year starter), 4 hockey. an All-State
Athlete of the Week, qualified for the
Tournament of Champions (freshman
and junior years), 2017 Individual
County Champion, led the team to the
Team Championship, All-County and
All-Conference (freshman, sopho-
more, junior years), Echo Lake Club
Championship last year and the junior
club championship the year before. In
hockey, HM All-Conference after his
junior year.

Off the field Sean is a floor hockey
Special Olympics coach. Sean will
attend the University of Rhode Island
where he will play golf.

Tri-Sports Achievement Scholar-

ship (sponsored by the Lessner and
Tresnan Families, for a student athlete
who has demonstrated outstanding
athletic abilities by achieving three
letters in three different and distinct
sports during senior year and  pre-
sented by Jane Tresnan). Recipient:
Ashley Gigon, daughter of Sue and
Dave Gigon. Achievements: 7 letters
– 3 soccer, 2 winter track, 2 lacrosse.
Ashley was a part of the 4x200 relay
team that went to the winter track
semifinals in her junior year.

Ashley will attend a 3 + 2 Engineer-
ing program where her first 3 years
will be at Providence College and the
final 2 years will be at Columbia Uni-
versity.

Scholarship honoring the memory
of Jake Tooley, former member of the
WHS golf team: (Presenter Sam
Tooley, brother of Jake Tooley and
WHS assistant track coach). Recipi-
ent: Nina Pitre, daughter of Jackie and
Pete Pitre. Achievements: 4 varsity
letters in golf (captain junior and se-
nior years), 2nd team All-League (jun-
ior) and helped the team to a confer-
ence Championship.

Honors: honor roll, peer minister at
Holy Trinity and teen representative
on their Pastoral Council. She also
works at the Westfield Workshop for
the Arts. Nina will attend Providence
College.

The Executive Committee Award
(presenter John Colwell, Boosters First
Vice-President). Recipient: Jake Vall-
Llobera, son of Isabel and Humberto
Vall-Llobera. Achievements: 6 letters
– 3 football, 3 baseball, captain of
both teams, Most Valuable Senior of
the 3 Time State Championship Foot-
ball team.

Football: All-State Athlete of the Week
(senior season), 1st Team All-State, the
Courier News Defensive Player of the
Year, New Jersey Sports Zone Defen-
sive All-Star and 2nd Team News 12
Varsity, All-Conference (junior and
sophomore seasons). Baseball: HM All-
Conference after his junior and sopho-
more seasons and was selected to the
Courier News All-Area team.

Honors: distinguished honor roll,
volunteer coach for flag football, camp
counselor for the Westfield Rec De-
partment. Jake will attend Johns
Hopkins University where he will play
football.

The President’s Award (considered
the most prestigious, presented by
Boosters President John Fuller). Re-
cipient: Natalie Bond, daughter of
Patty and Scott
Bond. Achieve-
ments: 8 letters
— 4 lacrosse (2-
time captain), 4
soccer (captain,
Most Valuable
Senior), first
team All-County,
Third Team All-
State in soccer
(junior, senior years), second team
All-County (freshman, sophomore
years). Lacrosse: Academic All-
American (junior year) as well as 2nd
team All-Division.

Honors: distinguished honor roll stu-
dent who maintains a 4.23 GPA, one of
five student officers of the National
Honor Society Leadership Board, Span-
ish Honor Society, Spanish Club, the
Dream Team and Operation Smile.
Natalie will attend Stanford University
where she will play lacrosse.

Luxury Rentals for Adults 55+
The Club at Autumn Ridge offers remarkable 55+ living in Union Township. 
Experience total luxury in an elegantly appointed 1- or 2-bedroom apartment. 
Enjoy full-time access to the community clubhouse with its heated pool, fitness 
center and cyber-library, plus an Activities Director who puts the focus on fun. 

Call 866.379.4541 for hours and directions
ClubAtAutumnRidge.com

1200 Ridge Drive, Union Township, NJ 07083

Mark Natiello

Matt Meusel

Mark Walter

Nina Pitre

Matt Rittendale

Natalie Bond

Katharine Encinas

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

BOARD OF EDUCATION

NOTICE TO BIDDERS

Sealed bids will be received by the Board
of Education of the Westfield School Dis-
trict, Union County, New Jersey, at the
Board of Education, 302 Elm Street,
Westfield, New Jersey, for the following
materials:

BID FOR:
B19-03 Power over Ethernet (PoE)
lighting fixtures and accessories

BIDS DUE:
June 13, 2018 AT 2:00 PM

Bids must be in strict compliance with
specifications. Specifications may be se-
cured from, Purchasing Office 302 Elm
Street, Westfield, New Jersey 07090 (908)
789-4407. Bids must be made on the pro-
posal forms in the manner designated.
Proposals must be endorsed on the out-
side of the sealed envelope, with the name
of the bidder, the bidder’s address and the
name of the supplies, equipment, or ser-
vices for which the bid is submitted. The
bid opening process will begin on the above
advertised date and time. No bids shall be
received after the time designated (N.J.S.A.
18A:18A-21(b). The Board of Education
does not accept electronic (e-mail) sub-
mission of bids.

All bidders are required to comply with
the requirements of N.J.S.A. 10:5-31 et
seq., Affirmative Action Against Discrimi-
nation and N.J.A.C. 17:27 et seq.

Bidding shall be in conformance with the
applicable requirements of
N.J.S.A.18A:18A-1 et.seq., pertaining to
the “Public School Contracts Law”.

Statement of Ownership Requirement:
Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 52:25-24.2, Bidders
shall submit a statement setting forth the
names and addresses of all persons and
entities that own ten percent or more of its
stock or interest of any type at all levels of
ownership.

A Non-Collusion Affidavit and a Con-
tractor Questionnaire/Certification also
must be filed with the bid. The bid package
will also include other documents that must
be completed and returned with the bid.
Failure to comply with Instructions to Bid-
ders and to complete and submit all re-
quired forms, may be cause for disqualifi-
cation and rejection of the bid.

All bidders shall submit with their bid
package a copy of the New Jersey Busi-
ness Registration Certificate as issued by
the Department of Treasury of the State of
New Jersey. (N.J.S.A. 52:32-44)

The Board of Education reserves the
right to reject any or all bids, pursuant to
N.J.S.A. 18A:18A-18, N.J.S.A. 18A:18A-
2(s), (t), (x), (y), 18A:18A:-4(a-c), and
N.J.S.A. 18A:18A-22, and to waive any
informalities.

By order of the Westfield Board of Edu-
cation, Union County, New Jersey.

Dana Sullivan
Business Administrator

Board Secretary
1 T - 5/31/18, The Leader Fee: $59.67
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Area stores that carry The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES

King's Supermarket
300 South Ave. (Leader)

Shoprite Supermarket
563 North Ave. (Leader)

7-11 of Mountainside
921 Mountain Ave. (Leader)

Westfield Tobacco & News
108 Elm St. (Leader)

Baron's Drug Store
243 E. Broad St. (Leader)

Krauszer's
727 Central Ave. (Leader)

Westfield Mini Mart
301 South Ave., W. (Leader)

7-11 of Westfield
1200 South Ave., W. (Leader/Times)

Kwick Mart Food Store
190 South Ave. (Times)

Scotch Hills Pharmacy
1819 East 2nd St. (Times)

Mountain Deli
2385 Mountain Ave. (Times)

Wallis Stationery
441 Park Ave. (Leader/Times)

7-11 of Garwood
309 North Ave. (Leader)

Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Chambliss Should Be
’Lata’s All-time Scorer

Jared Chambliss, a four-year starter
and three-year team captain, finished
his career at Immaculata High with
1,523 points, including 37 against
Holy Spirit in the state tournament.

He scored 202 as a freshman fol-
lowed by years of 431, 523 and 367.
Despite an injury-plagued senior year,
he earned second team all-Skyland
Conference.

You might be wondering why the
Devil’s Den is writing about someone
who lives in Hunterdon County and
attends a Catholic school in Somerset
County. Well, Jared is the son of former
WHS track captain Barron Chambliss,
the grandson of the late Flip
Chambliss, and the nephew of ex-
WHS football star Dondi Chambliss.

The closest Spartan to Chambliss
in career points would appear to be
Mike Parenti with 1,363. But
Immaculata considers Gamal
Mohamed its all-time leading scorer.
He scored approximately 1,150 points
in three years for the Spartans after
scoring “about 500 points” as a fresh-
man at Kearny Christian.

“Gamal Mohamed has always been
considered the school’s high scorer,”
Immaculata coach Ryan McKeever
told Barron Chambliss. (Athletic di-
rector Tom Gambino did not respond
to an e-mail for comment. Immaculata
reportedly hired an attorney who ad-
vised the school to cease all contact
with the Chambliss family. The attor-
ney did tell the Chambliss family that
Gamal Mohamed is considered the
school’s “high point earner.”)

But Mohamed wasn’t considered
the record holder when his Immaculata
career ended. The Star-Ledger named
Mohamed its 2009 Somerset County
Player of the Year, and the story clearly
notes that he will graduate as the No.
5 all-time scorer at Immaculata, with
about 1,200 points, facts the writer
would have had to get from the coach.

Somewhere along the line – per-
haps when Chambliss passed Parenti?
– Immaculata decided to recognize
those “about 500 points” that
Mohamed scored, while wearing an-
other school’s uniform, and playing
against a schedule that – to be very
kind – is less than Skyland Confer-
ence caliber.

And that, according to the
Immaculata powers, should be the
end of the story.

But…The banner in the school’s
gym clearly says, “Immaculata High
School’s 1,000-Point Club.”
Mohamed should get credit for every
point he scored for ’Lata. But the
banner has 1,681 points next to his
name, which would include the “about
500” he scored for another school.
That total infers that he is the school’s
all-time leading scorer, yet he was
never formally recognized as such.

What am I missing? This looks like
the reason the asterisk (*) was in-
vented.

Of course, when contentious situa-
tions like this pop up, the cause of the
problem is usually one of two adult
categories: a) parents or b) adminis-
trators.

“It’s a big deal to a lot of people; the
parents want their kids to be hon-
ored,” Westfield Supervisor of Ath-
letics Sandy Mamary said. “It’s a ques-
tion that a lot of schools have been
having, especially in basketball, and
especially with all the transfers, back
and forth. I can see both sides.”

I can’t, although some others can.
“I’ve talked to a lot of people, maybe

80, about this very subject,” Plainfield
sports historian Martin Cox said.
“While opinions vary, most of the
parochial schools I’ve talked to think

they should be counted together. I’m
not saying I agree, but that’s what they
say.”

But the banner at Immaculata isn’t
ambiguous. It doesn’t say, “The Most
Points Scored By An Immaculata
Player In Their Career, Including
Points Scored For Another Team
During Their Freshman Season Only.”

What if Mohamed, who reportedly
grew up in North Plainfield, had
played his freshman year at Watchung
Hills before transferring to
Immaculata? He would be getting
points TOWARD his Immaculata ca-
reer total for points he scored
AGAINST Immaculata.

Huh?
St. Joseph of Metuchen AD Mike

Murray, a 2006 WHS graduate, said
he is considering having two banners:
one for 1,000-point guys who trans-
ferred, the other a “St. Joe’s-only list”
of 1,000-point scorers, to “incentivize

kids to understand the importance of
just (playing at) one school,” he said.
“It’s a great question, and something
that’s come up a lot here recently with
all the transfers.

“But in terms of record-keeping,
the all-time leading scorer in a school’s
history HAS TO be based on what
they produced at the school.”

Let’s throw out a couple of other
hypotheticals.

Say a basketball player scores 902
points in three years at WHS. But
upon further review, the parents note
that their child played their freshman
year at, say, Jibibsville Tech and
scored “about 100 points.” If you
added that to the 902 at WHS said
player would have “about 1,002” ca-
reer points. Should they be listed on
the banner at WHS, which clearly
reads, “Westfield High School’s
1,000-Point Club”? You don’t need
Capt. Obvious to tell you the correct
answer is no. The player had 902
points at WHS. End of story.

What if a football player transfers
to their home town’s public high
school after their freshman year, and
finishes 80 yards short of being the
school’s all-time leading rusher? Then
it’s discovered that he ran for “over
100 yards” during that freshman year
at Jibibsville Tech. Should they be
considered the public school’s all-
time leader? They most definitely
should not.

On a grander scale, let’s look at

major league baseball. Babe Ruth hit
714 career home runs, 659 with the
New York Yankees, 49 with the Bos-
ton Red Sox and 6 with the Boston
Braves. The Yankees correctly list
Ruth as their career home run leader
with 659. MLB’s career home run list
correctly gives him 714 for his three-
team career.

Since Immaculata wouldn’t respond
to our e-mail, we can only guess what
they would have done if, let’s say,
Jared Chambliss had scored 1,156
during his first three years at the
Somerville school, then transferred
for his senior year to his father’s alma
mater and scored those final 367
points? Or spent his senior year at his
hometown Delaware Valley Regional
and scored them there? Would
Immaculata still have added them to
his Immaculata total for the school’s
“1,000-point banner”? (Kinda doubt-
ful.)

However this plays out, the 6-foot-
3, 180-pound Chambliss will be play-
ing in the fall at Millersville (Pa.)
University on a basketball scholar-
ship. And undoubtedly someone will
one day break the Immaculata school
record.

In a truly Christian world, politics
would never enter into this. There
wouldn’t be a hypothetical situation
like, say, an AAU coach with deep
high school ties holding a grudge
against a high school kid.

This isn’t subjective, like
somebody’s opinion of their school’s
five best players ever; voting for or
against someone on your school’s Hall
of Fame ballot based on personali-
ties; or arguing whether Van Halen
was better with David Lee Roth (no)
or Sammy Hagar (yes).

This should be strictly objective;
by the numbers with no Electoral
College b.s. Whoever has the most
points wins. In this case, it’s who
scored the most points wearing an
Immaculata uniform.

The numbers don’t lie. They say
it’s Jared Chambliss.

THIS AND THAT
Third-seeded WHS beat top-seeded

Gov. Livingston 1-0 last Friday in the
Union County Jayvee Tournament fi-
nal. Ken Miller’s squad finished 16-8.

MJ Catanzaro, who no-hit second-
seed Summit in the semis, pitched a
two-hitter with seven Ks in the title
game. Christian Pansini created the
run in the fifth when he walked, stole
second, advanced to third and then
beat the throw home on a grounder to
third.

Congrats to Joe SanGiacomo, who
captured the javelin at the North 2
Group 4 sectional track meet last Sat-
urday.

DEN TRIVIA ANSWER
The answer to the question of home

baseball fields that WHS has used
over the years was, f) all of the above.
The Blue Devils played at Recreation
Park, Armory Field, Nomahegan Park,
Unami Park and Tamaques Park be-
fore Edison became their permanent
home field in 1961. Steve Merrill,
from Redmond, Ore., had the only
correct guess.

ON THIS DATE
1935: Bob Wilkinson shot a 79-

68—147 to win the state individual
golf championship at long-defunct
Locust Grove Golf Club in Clark.

AROUND THIS DATE
May 30, 1914: Harold Cruttenden

struck out 17 batters in a 5-2 win over
Pingry.

May 30, 1914: Steamboat
Cowperthwaite fanned 18 as the
Westfield Cubs beat the Garwood A.A.
4-2 at Recreation Park.

June 2, 1970: Richie Anderson and
WHS outlasted Harry Linderothand
Cranford, 1-0, on an unearned run.
Both pitchers went all 12 innings.

Blue Devils Top JP Stevens
For Section Title, Fall in Group

The top-seeded Westfield High
School boys tennis team defeated JP
Stevens, 4-1, for the North Jersey,
Section 2, Group 4 Championship in
Mountainside on May 21. The show-
down with the Hawks was, however,
much closer than it appeared with
three tightly contested matches.

Blue Devil senior Damien Ruparel’s
first singles match turned out to be the
smoothest with a 6-2, 6-0, win over
Ruhan Waghmire. Blue Devil Matt
Barkok defeated Ashwin Saraswatula,
6-3, 6-1, at third singles. Blue Devil
Matt Su dropped a very tough 7-5, (7-
3) first set to Akshay Khanna at sec-
ond singles but had to retire early in
the second set.

Robbie Faktor and Dave Sprung had
to endure three sets to settle Hawks
Hirish Bopalkar and Sujay Sayini, 6-3,
1-6, 6-3, at first doubles. Jacob

Tananbaum and Brad Hornbeck stopped
Hawks Krit Kannan and Akshat
Kulkarni, 7-5, 6-3, at second doubles.

Even without the services of Matt
Su, the Blue Devils had an easier time
in a 5-0 shutout of Lenape in the Group
4 semifinal round on May 23. Ruparel
defeated Jack Lavin, 6-1, 6-2, at first
singles. Bartok jumped up to second
singles and defeated Sreejith Nair, 6-
2, 6-0. At third singles, Sebastian Wroe
stopped Jimmy Li, 6-4, 6-1. At first
doubles, Faktor and Sprung beat Brett
Chow and Brandon Hsiao, 7-5, 6-0.
Hornbeck and Tananbaum topped
Marc Ignarri and Jeremy Shpigel, 6-2,
6-2, at second doubles.

In the Group 4 Championships on
May 23, No. 2 Montgomery prevailed,
4-1, but not without a battle. Ruparel
was the only Blue Devil to emerge
victorious with a 6-4, 7-5, win over
Ishaan Ravichander at first singles.
Jim Hopper topped Matt Su, 6-4, 6-1,
at second singles and Phil Szkudlarski
stopped Bartok, 6-4, 6-4, at third
singles. Will Camper and Chris Guo
took three sets to stop Faktor and
Sprung, 6-0, 4-6, 6-4, at first doubles,
and Andy Li and Rahit Vadodaria
defeated Hornbeck and Tananbaum,
6-3, 6-2 at second doubles.

Single Size: 10 Weeks $275 • Double Size: 10 Weeks $425 • Call Jeff at 908-232-4407 • email Ad PDF to sales@goleader.com

Goods & Services You Need

  

OLIVER A

PAVING

908-753-7281

Driveways • Parking Lots

Seal Coating • Railroad Ties

Belgian Block Curbing

Drainage Problems

Cement Sidewalks

“Serving the area for over 60 years”

Family Owned & Operated
Fully Insured • FREE Estimates

30 Years
Experience

Handyman

(908) 462.4755
Mr. Reliable

Lawn Sprinklers

www.Hydro-TekLtd.com
(908) 276-1062

BLACK TOP

PAVING
DRIVEWAYS

PARKING LOTS

CONCRETE

BRICK PAVERS

908-889-4422
FREE ESTIMATES

Harry's Painting &

Handy Man Services
Specializing in all types of

residential & commercial painting
interior and exterior

all types of roof repairs • driveway seal-coating
rotten wood repair specialist • sheet rock and ceiling repairs

gutter services • power washing
deck and fence restorations • concrete and cement work

Woodpecker Damage Repairs

Call 732-734-9767
for a free estimate

JK’s Painting &

Wall Covering

Interior Painting
Wallpaper Installation

Crown Molding
Plaster & Sheet Rock Repair

Call Joe Klingebiel

908-322-1956
FULLY INSURED                  FREE ESTIMATES

Jared Chambliss, with his parents Kathy and Barron, after scoring his 1,000th
career point during his junior year at Immaculata.

Warriors Top Westfield
In Boys Lax Semifinal
The Watchung Hills boys lacrosse

team scored 11 of its 17 goals in the
second half to overcome the Westfield
Blue Devils, 17-8, in the North Jersey,
Group 4 Tournament in Warren on
May 23. Matt Rittendale scored three
goals and Devon McLane had two
goals and an assist for the 12-6 Blue
Devils. Nicky Bond, Jake Engelke and
Jake Wornow each scored once. Goal-
keeper Jack McCauley made three
saves, allowing three goals, and Theo
Dardia made three saves.

Gavin DeForia netted four goals
and two assists for the Warriors and
Joe Rica had three goals and two
assists. The Warriors went on to de-
feat Hunterdon Central, 10-4, for the
championship.
Westfield 2 1 1 4 8
Watchung Hills 3 3 6 5 17

Mt. Olive Raps Raiders
In Boys Lax Semifinal
The second-seeded Mt. Olive boys

lacrosse team defeated third-seeded
Scotch Plains-Fanwood, 15-9, in the
semifinal round of the North Group 3
Tournament on May 23. Aidan Guma
and Anthony Porter each had a pair of
goals and a pair of assists for the 12-
7 Raiders. Noah Costanzo netted three
goals and Tommy Nakonechny added
a goal and an assist. Jack Brady scored
once and Alex Oslislo had an assist.
Tom Bruckman made nine saves.
Sc Pl-Fanwood 4 2 2 1 9
Mt. Olive 3 3 5 4 15

GL Highlanders Stop
WF Blue Devils, 17-8
The hosting Governor Livingston

Highlanders erupted for nine runs in
the third inning and added five more
in the fourth en route to a 17-8 victory
over the Westfield Blue Devils soft-
ball team on May 22. Jen Murowski
went 4-for-4 with four RBI for the
Highlanders and Jaime Belfer had
two singles, a double and two RBI.
Janey Moribito tripled, singled and
had two RBI as did Alyssa Lombardi.

Erica Lawrence homered, singled,
scored twice and had two RBI for the
12-12 Blue Devils. Jordan Sacher had
two RBI, a triple and a run scored.
Ally Gulla (2 RBI), Natalie Patterson
(RBI), Kayla Tupper and Bridget
Hyland each singled and scored once.
Julia Gagliardo had an RBI, Julia
Romano scored once and Emma
Pietrewicz singled
Westfield 400 400 0 8
Gov. Livingston 129 500 x 17

Memorial Day Weekend Classic at Gumbert

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MAKING CONTACT...Westfield’s Gavin Dwyer makes contact in the sixth inning during the 11U Championship game
against the Cranford 11U Cougars. The Blue Devils defeated the Cougars, 10-8, at Gumbert 1 Field on Memorial Day. The
photo below has Cougar Tyler Veltre stealing second base in the sixth inning.

Panthers Nip Westfield
In Section Softball, 2-1

The 11th-seeded Bridgewater-
Raritan Panthers nipped the hosting
sixth-seeded Westfield Blue Devils,
2-1, in eight innings on May 21 to
advance to the quarterfinal round of
the North Jersey, Section 2, Group 4
Tournament. Samantha Mazzagatti
tossed a one-hitter and had the win-
ning RBI in the eighth inning for the
Panthers. Julia Romano tripled and
scored for the Blue Devils.

Raider Nine Disjoint
Union in Quarters, 9-1
The fourth-seeded Scotch Plains-

Fanwood High School baseball team
defeated fifth-seeded Union, 9-1, in
the quarterfinal round of the North
Jersey, Section 2, Group 4 Tourna-
ment in Scotch Plains on May 24. Jake
Friedman tossed a one-hitter, while
walking five for the Raiders. Dean
Kirian went 3-for-3 with two RBI and
three runs scored for the 16-10 Raid-
ers. Anthony DiNizo tripled, doubled,
scored once and had two RBI.

Wily Gale and Sam Schetelich
(RBI) both went 2-for-4. Josh Canavan
went 2-for-3 with an RBI. Jon Ramos
went 1-for-2 with an RBI and a run
scored. Matt Syvertsen had an RBI
single and Tyler Stines scored once.
Union 000 000 1 1
Sc Pl-Fanwood 111 510 x 9

Section Tournaments:

more photos at goleader.com
Ballyhoo Sports
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Raider Boys 4th, WF girls 6th at Section Track
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

Blue Devils Bump P-burg, 4-3, in Quarterfinals
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 10

Raider Ben Fleischer finished third
in the 3,200 at 9:42.97 and Blue Dev-
ils Will McGlynn at 9:51.22 and Kevin
Yucetepe at 10:07.15 placed 6-8. In
the 400 hurdles, Raider Justin Will-
iams just missed qualifying, finishing
seventh at a PR 58.53. Blue Devil
Jake Saltzer finished sixth in the 400
at 49.51 and Ajay Olson finished 13th
at 51.52.

Raider Mike Gross tied for sec-
ond in the high jump with a height
of 5-8, while Justin Sanders tied for
seventh at 5-6. Blue Devils Bennie
Buontempo placed fifth in the dis-
cus with a toss of 131-4, while
Braden Stryker at 117-4 and Declan
McCauley at 113-9 placed 7-10.
Blue Devil Quinn Priscoe placed
ninth in the long jump with a leap of
20-2.25 and Tim Alliegro placed
seventh in the shot put with a shove
of 43-4.

In Group III boys, Josiah Cadet
crossed first in the 400 hurdles with a
time of 55.2 and although he had the
best qualifying time for the 110
hurdles at 14.42, Josiah faulted in the
finals. Josh Cadet finished fourth in
the 200 at 22.38 and fifth in the 400 at
50.41.

In the Group IV girls, Blue Devil
freshman Katie Hamilton had to avoid
running with a very talented front
pack from North Hunterdon, JP
Stevens, Ridge and Watchung Hills
in the 1,600 but she put on a great kick

to just edge out Ridge’s Kaitlyn Van
Baalen by a step for sixth place with
a PR time of 5:12.33. Teammates Mia
Melao at 5:24.45 and Emma Jackler
at 5:28.17 finished 9-11.

“My coach told me not to go up
with them because I knew they would
go out to rush me. So I tried to stay
with my people, with Emma and Mia,
until at the end, I knew I had to get that
girl. I had to get her. I gave it all I
had,” Hamilton expressed.

Later Hamilton expressed herself
well by finishing second in the 800
with a PR time of 2:16.02. Jackler
was ninth at 2:18.85. Jackler, Tani
Horton, Julia Csorba and Hamilton
finished third in the 4x400 at 4:04.53.
Jackler, Caroline Stockwell, Melao
and Grace Morgan finished fourth in
the 4x800 at 9:52.15 and Raiders
Maddy Bord, Amanda Logie, Sara
Greene and Sofia Casimiro finished
fifth at 10:00.75.

In the 4x100, Raiders Trinity Hart,
Imani Rivers, Kerri McNeely and
Corinne Lyght finished second at
48.11 and Blue Devils Adrianna
Vergara, Horton, Alexis Hammer and
Jaimie DeDea finished sixth at 49.94.
Lyght at 12.71 and Hart at 12.77
finished 5-6 in the 100, while Rivers
finished eighth at 2.99. Hart took fifth
in the 200 at 25.62 and Rivers fin-
ished 10th at 26.34

Blue Devil Sarah Hacker crossed
fifth in the 3,200 with a PR time of

11:23.02 and Morgan finished sev-
enth with a PR 11:34.97. Melao fin-
ished ninth at 11:51.59. Blue Devil
Lauren Triarsi took fourth in the 100
hurdles at 15.86 and Raider Rosie
Cuomo took sixth at 16.25.

Csorba tied for third in the high
jump with a height of 4-10 and Triarsi
placed sixth at the same height. Raid-
ers Hart at 17-11 and Lyght at 17-
10.5, and Blue Devil Vergara at 16-
9.5 placed 3-4-5 in the long jump.
Blue Devil Samantha Stravach placed
fifth in the discus with a toss of 97-10
and fifth in the javelin with a toss of
104-10.

For the Group III girls, Cougar
freshman Cielo Tumbokon took first
in the triple jump with a distance of
35-7.5. She also took second in the
long jump with a PR leap of 17-4 and
teammate Sasha Knapp took fourth
at 16-6. Tumbokon placed fourth in
the high jump with a PR clearance of
5-0 and Knapp was fifth at 4-10.
Cougar Lindsay Aschmies finished
fourth in the 800 with a time of
2:25.42. Knapp finished eighth in
the 100 hurdles at 16.08 and Char-
lotte VanWhy was eighth in the 400
hurdles at 1:09.74. Hanna Capone
took second in the pole vault with a
height of 9-6 and Leah Filimonczuk
placed fourth at 9-0.

in,” Vall-Llobera added.
Knapp did have redemption and

did bring Lerie home with the win-
ning run when he tapped a slow ground
single for his third RBI.

“Same thing. Just try and get the
ball in play. Hopefully don’t make a
mistake and let the ball get through
somehow. They were playing up,”
Knapp described.

“The big man [Vall] started it off.
He got to second base and I thought it
was my job to get him to third base. I
didn’t really do that but I got on first.
After we tied it, I knew in the back of
my mind that Mike was going to do
something to get us a run. That’s what
he did,” said Lerie, who went 2-for-4
with two runs and an RBI.

The first two runs P-burg scored
came in the top of the third. Colin
Bryan tapped a leadoff single but his
pinch runner Blake Bodajlo got caught
in a rundown. However, due to a
dropped ball, Bodajlo managed to
dive back to first safely. Hiltz got the
next two batters to ground out to
second, which normally would have
been the third out but the next batter
Ray Stern launched an RBI double
over the leftfielder’s head and
Stansberry followed with a bouncing
RBI single over second.

P-burg’s third run came in the fourth.
Billy Oertel singled to center. After a
fly out to center, Robby Martin laid
down a bunt single putting runners on

first and second. Hiltz attempted a
pickoff play at second that nobody
was really expecting, so Oertel scam-
pered to third. After another out, Nick
Helman scribbled an infield RBI
single to short.

Westfield answered with two runs
in the fourth. Chris Wagner led off
with a high chopping infield single.
Vall-Llobera’s high chopper was
pretty much the same as Wagner’s but
he was ruled out on a very close call.

“That was a close play. Regardless,
I think we should have hit the ball
better in the early innings but we keep
on putting the bat on the ball and we
make stuff happen,” he said.

Lerie added another high chopping
single and Manning took a fastball to
the helmet, loading the bases. Knapp
stepped up and slashed a two-run
single down the first baseline.

“The kid that we were facing had a
really good curveball. He hid it well.
I was actually looking curveball and
he threw me one and I was able to just
slap it the other way,” Knapp said.

As to the high choppers, Lerie said,
“He threw a pretty heavy ball today. A
lot of his balls had downward sink,
including his curveball, so even a
pitch you thought you were on, you
would be a little on top of it. That’s
what made us tend to do that.”

In the P-burg fifth, Knapp made a
key diving grab of a difficult grounder
and converted it to an out to keep the

Stateliners silent.
“I always look to do that but Brew

got on me for not diving up the middle,
so I made sure that I did on that one,”
Knapp revealed.

The Westfield sixth inning featured
two crafty maneuvers that set up the
tying run. Vall-Llobera drew a walk.
Lerie stepped to the plate and faked a
bunt as Vall-Llobera stole his first
base of the game.

“A couple of the teams have been
doubting my speed a little bit. I had to
show off a little bit,” Vall-Llobera
answered with a grin.

Lerie then hopped an RBI single to
right for the third run. Lerie also stole
second and third base in the inning.

“Before the inning started, Brew
came up to me and Jake and he told us
that if Jake got on first, the first pitch
to fake a bunt, leave the big man steal.
He got on second then my original
plan was to bunt Jake to third. He
gave me a little tap. He said, ‘I and
going to get on second. You are going
to get me in.’ So I had the confidence.
I got it through. He scored and it tied
the game,” Lerie described.

Blue Devil leadoff batter Matt
McIntyre also had a pair of singles
and a stolen base in the game. The
Blue Devil’s semifinal game with the
SPF Raiders was set for May 29 in
Westfield.
Phillipsburg 002 100 00 3
Westfield 000 201 01 4

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

VERY CLOSE FINISH IN THE 100...Raider Dwight Laylor, center, just nudges teammate Jacob Leigh, right, out by a toe
(11.11-11.12) for third place in the 100 during the North 2, Group IV Championships at Ridge High School.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WINNING HER HEAT...Raider Corinne Lyght, center, with teammate Imani Rivers, right, just behind wins her heat in the
100. Lyght finished fifth in the finals at 12.71, Raider Trinity Hart placed sixth at 12.77 and Rivers took eighth at 12.99.

Westfield Area Homes by Frank D. Isoldi
Broker / Sales Associate

Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage

For more follow on Instagram @frankdisoldi  |  twitter @homeswestfield 209 Central Avenue, Westfield Office: 908-233-5555

Cell: 908-787-5990

Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor agents and are not employees of the Company. ©2018 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved.
Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker Logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.

TheIsoldiCollection.com #LoveWhereYouLive

Just Listed - Shown by Appointment

925 Wyandotte Trail, Westfield

Offered at $1,350,000

Open House: Sunday, June 3rd, 1-3PM

156 N. Martine Avenue, Fanwood

Offered at $689,000

Open House: Sunday, June 3rd, 1-3PM

630 Clark Street, Westfield

Offered at $1,445,000

Open House: Sunday, June 3rd, 1-3PM

512 Bradford Avenue, Westfield

Offered at $1,550,000

Open House: Sunday, June 3rd, 1-3PM

1741 Cooper Road, Scotch Plains

Offered at $1,299,000

Open House: Sunday, June 3rd, 1-3PM

9 Tudor Oval, Westfield

Offered at $839,900

Open House: Sunday, June 3rd, 1-3PM

314 Orenda Circle, Westfield

Offered at $745,000

Open House: Sunday, June 3rd, 1-4PM

Echo Ridge: 1350 Route 22, Mountainside

Offered from the Mid $700’s

goleader.com/form/bulletin
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Blue Devils Stun BrH2O for Girls Lax Crown
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-18001692

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-046272-14

Plaintiff: NATIONSTAR MORTGAGE LLC D/
B/A CHAMPION MORTGAGE COMPANY

VS.
Defendant: JOHN A. FUSCO AND UNITED

STATES OF AMERICA
Sale Date: 06/20/2018
Writ of Execution: 04/10/2017
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Three Hundred
Eighty-Eight Thousand Ninety-Six and 49/100***
$388,096.49.

The property to be sold is located in the Bor-
ough of Mountainside. In the County of Union
and the State of New Jersey.

Premises commonly known as: 222 Central
Avenue.

Block: 5.20 (f/k/a 5.T) Lot: 62.
Dimensions of Lot (approximately): 000.973

AC
Nearest Cross Street: Poplar Avenue.
Subject to: Taxes current as of 3/30/2018.

Sale subject to subsequent taxes, utilities, liens
and interest since 3/30/2018.

Total Upset:  ***Four Hundred Seven Thou-
sand Six Hundred Sixty-Seven and 59/100***
$407,667.59 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Peter Corvelli
Sheriff

Attorney:
MCCABE, WEISBERG & CONWAY, P.C.
216 HADDON AVENUE
SUITE 201
WESTMONT NEW JERSEY 08108
(856) 858-7080
4 T - 05/24, 05/31, 06/07
& 06/14/18 Fee: $165.24

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-18001533

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-021091-17

Plaintiff: U.S. BANK TRUST, NA., AS
TRUSTEE FOR LSF8 MASTER PARTICIPA-
TION TRUST

VS.
Defendant: BARBARA FRANKLIN WINSOR,

MR. WINSOR, UNKNOWN SPOUSE OF BAR-
BARA FRANKLIN WINSOR, ROBERT J.
TRIFFIN

Sale Date: 06/13/2018
Writ of Execution: 03/02/2018
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Three Hundred
Ninety-Three Thousand Eleven and 61/100***
$393,011.61.

PROPERTY TO BE SOLD IS LOCATED IN:
Town of Westfield, County of Union, in the State
of New Jersey.

PREMISES COMMONLY KNOWN AS: 229
Windsor Avenue, Westfield, New Jersey 07090.

TAX LOT #43; Block # 4004.
PRIOR LOT# 37.A; Prior Block# 508.
APPROXIMATE DIMENSIONS: 35 feet x 113

feet.
NEAREST CROSS STREET: Unknown
Taxes: Current through l Quarter of 2018*
Other: Sewer open balance in the amount of

$165.00, good through 4/1/18*
*Plus interest on these figures through date of

payoff and any and all subsequent taxes, water
and sewer amounts.

Total Upset:  ***Four Hundred Three Thou-
sand Eight Hundred Forty-Nine and 56/100***
$403,849.56 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Peter Corvelli
Sheriff

Attorney:
STERN & EISENBERG, PC
1040 NORTH KINGS HIGHWAY
SUITE 407
CHERRY HILL NEW JERSEY 08034
(609) 397-9200
4 T - 05/17, 05/24, 05/31
& 06/07/18 Fee: $181.56

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-18001404

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-030066-15

Plaintiff: DEUTSCHE BANK NATIONAL
TRUST COMPANY AS TRUSTEE

VS.
Defendant: LORI MASE A/K/A LORI

LOWENSTEIN MASE A/K/A LORI
LOWENSTEIN; TOM MASE A/K/A THOMAS V.
MASE; PATRICIA HELLER-JACKSON; MID-
LAND FUNDING, LLC; COUNTY EDUCATORS
FCU

Sale Date: 06/06/2018
Writ of Execution: 02/27/2018
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Five Hundred
Twenty-Four Thousand Fifty-Three and 26/100***
$524,053.26.

The property to be sold is located in the munici-
pality of WESTFIELD in the County of UNION
and State of New Jersey.

Commonly known as 138 VERNON TER-
RACE, WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY 07090.

Tax LOT 8, BLOCK 5601.
Dimensions of Lot: 50 feet wide by 140 feet

long.
Nearest Cross Street: PINE GROVE AVENUE.
2018 TAXES: QTR2 - 05/01 : $3,564.33 OPEN.
SEWER ACCT#: 9203 01/01/2018 - 12/31/

2018 $165.00 OPEN.
Total Upset:  ***Five Hundred Thirty-Six Thou-

sand Eight Hundred Thirty-Two and 80/100***
$536,832.80 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Subject to any unpaid taxes, municipal liens or
other charges, and any such taxes, charges,
liens, insurance premiums or other advances
made by plaintiff prior to this sale. All interested
parties are to conduct and rely upon their own
independent investigation to ascertain whether
or not any outstanding interest remain of record
and/or have priority over the lien being fore-
closed and, if so the current amount due thereon.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Peter Corvelli
Sheriff

Attorney:
RAS CITRON LAW OFFICES
130 CLINTON ROAD
SUITE 202
FAIRFIELD NEW JERSEY 07004
(973) 575-0707
4 T - 05/10, 05/17, 05/24
& 05/31/18 Fee: $195.84

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-18001409

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-008727-17

Plaintiff: U.S. BANK NATIONAL ASSOCIA-
TION, AS SUCCESSORS IN INTEREST TO
BANK OF AMERICA NATIONAL ASSOCIATION,
THE SUCCESSOR BY MERGER TO LASALLE
BANK NATIONAL ASSOCIATION, IN ITS CA-
PACITY AS TRUSTEE FOR THORNBURG
MORTGAGE SECURITIES TRUST 2006-6

VS.
Defendant: JAMES F. ZAMBRI A/K/A JAMES

ZAMBRI; MRS. ZAMBRIA, SPOUSE OF JAMES
F. ZAMBRIA A/K/A JAMES ZAMBRIA; BANK OF
AMERICA, N.A.; MORTGAGE ELECTRONIC
REGISTRATION SYSTEMS, INC. AS NOMI-
NEE FOR E-LOAN, INC.; MARIA SILVA; LAKE-
LAND WEST CAPITAL XXIII O/B/O SUCCES-
SOR BY ASSIGNMENT TO BANK OF AMERICA
NA; MARINA DISTRICT DEVELOPMENT CO T/
A BORGATA; PNC BANK NATION ASSOCIA-
TION; AMERISOURCEBERGEN DRUG COR-
PORATION; STATE OF NEW JERSEY

Sale Date: 06/06/2018
Writ of Execution: 02/20/2018
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Seven Hundred
Thirty Thousand Eight Hundred Forty and 12/
100*** $730,840.12.

The property to be sold is located in the munici-
pality of SCOTCH PLAINS in the County of
UNION and State of New Jersey.

Commonly known as 2020 WINDING BROOK
WAY, SCOTCH PLAINS, NEW JERSEY 07076.

Tax LOT 38, BLOCK 13301.
Dimensions of Lot: 001.215.
Nearest Cross Street: BAYBERRY LANE.
-2018 - DUE DATE
• QTR2 - 05/01: $7,291.37 OPEN
• SEWER ACCOUNT #: 07/01/2017 - 12/31/

2017 $139.80 OPEN PLUS PENALTY; $139.79
OPEN PLUS PENALTY; OWED IN ARREARS;
SEWER CHARGES ARE BASED ON PRIOR
WATER CONSUMPTION.

Total Upset:  ***Seven Hundred Fifty-Two
Thousand One Hundred Eleven and 33/100***
$752,111.33 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Subject to any unpaid taxes, municipal liens or
other charges, and any such taxes, charges,
liens, insurance premiums or other advances
made by plaintiff prior to this sale. All interested
parties are to conduct and rely upon their own
independent investigation to ascertain whether
or not any outstanding interest remain of record
and/or have priority over the lien being fore-
closed and, if so the current amount due thereon.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Peter Corvelli
Sheriff

Attorney:
RAS CITRON LAW OFFICES
130 CLINTON ROAD
SUITE 202
FAIRFIELD NEW JERSEY 07004
(973) 575-0707
4 T - 05/10, 05/17, 05/24
& 05/31/18 Fee: $228.48

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-18001416

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-035681-14

Plaintiff: DEUTSCHE BANK NATIONAL
TRUST COMPANY AS TRUSTEE AS TRUSTEE
FOR THE CERTIFICATEHOLDERS OF THE
MORGAN STANLEY ABS CAPITAL I INC.
TRUST 2005-WNC1 MORTGAGE PASS-
THROUGH CERTIFICATES SERIES 2005-
WMC1

VS.
Defendant: GENE P. NAGEL; LAURIELLE

NAGEL; FORD MOTOR CREDIT COMPANY
LLC; STATE OF NEW JERSEY

Sale Date: 06/06/2018
Writ of Execution: 02/20/2018
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Eight Hundred
Twenty-Three Thousand Seventy-Seven and 77/
100*** $823,077.77.

The property to be sold is located in the munici-
pality of MOUNTAINSIDE in the County of UNION
and State of New Jersey.

Commonly known as 1634 NOTTINGHAM
WAY, MOUNTAINSIDE, NEW JERSEY 07092.

Tax LOT 100, BLOCK 3.A.
Dimensions of Lot: 000.399 AC.
Nearest Cross Street: FRIAR LANE.
-2018- DUE DATE
• QTR2 - 05/01: $3,220.86 OPEN
Total Upset:  ***Eight Hundred Forty-Two Thou-

sand Three Hundred Ninety-Nine and 26/100***
$842,399.26 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Subject to any unpaid taxes, municipal liens or
other charges, and any such taxes, charges,
liens, insurance premiums or other advances
made by plaintiff prior to this sale. All interested
parties are to conduct and rely upon their own
independent investigation to ascertain whether
or not any outstanding interest remain of record
and/or have priority over the lien being fore-
closed and, if so the current amount due thereon.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Peter Corvelli
Sheriff

Attorney:
RAS CITRON LAW OFFICES
130 CLINTON ROAD
SUITE 202
FAIRFIELD NEW JERSEY 07004
(973) 575-0707
4 T - 05/10, 05/17, 05/24
& 05/31/18 Fee: $195.84

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-18001528

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-007148-17

Plaintiff: PROVIDENT FUNDING ASSOCI-
ATES, L.P.

VS.
Defendant: LORRAINE CHRONE, JEFFREY

CHRONE, U.S BANK, NATIONAL ASSOCIA-
TION FKA U.S. BANK NATIONAL ASSOCIA-
TION ND

Sale Date: 06/13/2018
Writ of Execution: 03/12/2018
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Two Hundred
Fifty-Eight Thousand Five Hundred Ninety and
48/100*** $258,590.48.

MUNICIPALITY: Mountainside Borough.
COUNTY: UNION; STATE OF NEW JERSEY.
STREET & STREET NO: 1331 Wood Valley

Road.
TAX BLOCK AND LOT: BLOCK: 15.14 f/k/a

15N; LOT: 42.
DIMENSIONS OF LOT: 83.54 feet x 143.00

feet.
NEAREST CROSS STREET: 189.82 feet from

Brier Patch.
SUPERIOR INTERESTS (if any): NONE.
All unpaid municipal taxes, assessments and

liens; Any set of facts which an accurate survey
would disclose; Any restrictions or covenants on
record which run with the land; Rights of the
United States of America, if any; Any Condo-
minium lien priority, if any; Any outstanding PUD
or Homeowner’s Associations dues or fees, if
any; Any occupants or persons in possession of
the property, if any; Additional municipal charges,
liens, taxes or tax sale certificates and insur-
ance, if any.

Total Upset:  ***Two Hundred Sixty-Five Thou-
sand Nine Hundred Ninety-Five and 93/100***
$265,995.93 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Peter Corvelli
Sheriff

Attorney:
POWERS KIRN LLC
728 MARINE HIGHWAY
SUITE 200
MOORESTOWN, NEW JERSEY 08057
(856) 802-1000
4 T - 05/17, 05/24, 05/31
& 06/07/18 Fee: $193.80

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-18001695

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-002231-17

Plaintiff: THE BANK OF NEW YORK MELLON,
FKA THE BANK OF NEW YORK, AS TRUSTEE
FOR THE CERTIFICATEHOLDERS OF THE
CWABS INC., ASSET-BACKED CERTIFI-
CATES, SERIES 2005-16

VS.
Defendant: PATRICIA E. CHEATHAM, HIS/

HER HEIRS, DEVISEES, AND PERSONAL
REPRESENTATIVES, AND HIS, HER,THEIR
OR ANY OF THEIR SUCCESSORS IN RIGHT,
TITLE AND INTEREST; MR. OR MRS.
CHEATHAM, SPOUSE OR CIVIL PARTNER
OF PATRICIA E. CHEATHAM

Sale Date: 06/20/2018
Writ of Execution: 03/19/2018
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***One Hundred
Fifty-Two Thousand Nine Hundred Six and 55/
100*** $152,906.55.

The property to be sold is located in Borough
of Fanwood in the County of Union, and State of
New Jersey.

Commonly known as 56 Glenwood Road,
Fanwood, New Jersey 07023.

Tax Lot No. 20; Block 72.
Dimensions of Lot: (Approximately) 70 x 110.
Nearest Cross Street: Ranier Road.
Total Upset:  ***One Hundred Fifty-Six Thou-

sand Seven Hundred Forty-Seven and 26/100***
$156,747.26 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Peter Corvelli
Sheriff

Attorney:
KML LAW GROUP, P.C.
216 HADDON AVENUE
SUITE. 406
WESTMONT NEW JERSEY 08108
(215) 627-1322
4 T - 05/24, 05/31, 06/07
& 06/14/18 Fee: $175.44

DiNIZO GOES 2-FOR-4, KIRIAN 2-FOR-4, FRIEDMAN RBI

Raiders Fall to St. Joes (Met.)
In Regular Season Finale, 6-2

By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

St. Joseph’s (Metuchen) erupted
for six runs in the bottom of the sec-
ond inning on its way to a 6-2 victory
over Scotch Plains-Fanwood in the
regular season finale for both teams
played on May 23 in Metuchen. Both
Scotch Plains and St. Joseph’s are
safely qualified for the state playoffs
in their respective groups. The Raid-
ers were conservative in their use of
starters for this game, while St.
Joseph’s, celebrating Senior Day, ap-
peared highly motivated as they sent
off 14 graduating seniors with one
final home field victory.

The Raiders struck first, manufac-
turing a run in the top of the second
inning without getting a hit. A leadoff
walk by Matt Syvertsen was the cata-
lyst. Syvertsen advanced to second
on a sacrifice bunt by Michael Dieu,
reached third on a passed ball and
scored when Josh Canavan grounded
out to second base. The Raiders failed
to show that kind of opportunistic
ability in the first inning when they
loaded the bases against St. Joseph’s
starter Kyle Subers but failed to get a
run across the plate when Jake Fried-
man struck out to end the threat.

“That really has been the differ-
ence between winning and losing for
us all season,” said Raider Head Coach
Joe Higgins. “When we do a good job
hitting with two outs, we win. When
we don’t it is much harder for us.
Today we weren’t good at the plate
with two outs.”

After being spotted a 1-0 lead,
Raider starter Derek Cappadoccia ran
into control problems after pitching a
scoreless first inning. Cappadoccia

started off the bottom of the second
by hitting a batter and then walking
the bases full with no outs. A third
straight walk brought a runner home
before Coach Higgins brought in re-
liever Erik Kaufman to try to put out
the fire.

Matthew Hennelly drove in a pair
of runs on a double up the middle
against Kaufman. Tim Leano followed
up with a sacrifice RBI as the home
team made the most of Cappadoccia’s
struggles. St. Joseph’s notched six
runs before Kaufman got out of the
inning.

The Raiders got one back in the
third inning. A leadoff single by Dean
Kirian followed by a walk to Sam
Schetelich and an infield single by
Anthony DiNizo loaded the bases with
one out for Friedman. After failing to
plate a run in the first in a similar
situation, Friedman got the job done
this time with a sacrifice ground ball
to second that scored Kirian from
third making it 6-2. But once again,
the Raiders struggled with two-out
hitting as Syvertsen struck out, strand-
ing two runners on base.

Scotch Plains-Fanwood really
could not get much going the rest of
the way against a St. Joseph’s combo
of pitchers featuring Subers, Dan
Anderl, Reagan Mooney and Nick
Estes. The Raiders’ best chance came
in the sixth when they managed to get
runners to second and third with two
outs but Estes got Willy Gale to pop
out to second base which left two
runners stranded again.

St. Joseph’s pitchers held the Raiders
to five hits on the game. Cappadoccia
took the loss for the Raiders. Anthony
DiNizo went 2-for-4. Kirian also went
2-for-4 and scored a run.

“In a game like today you are some-
what limited by what you can do be-
cause of pitch counts,” said Coach
Higgins. “Everybody faces it. We have

a state game tomorrow [May 24]
against Union and we have it set up
for Jake Friedman to pitch. We are
coming off of a great state opener win
against Elizabeth. With so many
games in a short period of time, you
have to take that into consideration
with your pitching staff. Today would
have been the kind of game where we
would have looked to Matt Kipp in
relief but it could have made him
unavailable for work in the next round.
Derek started out doing a great job for
us in the first inning. He got a little
wild in the second and that really was
it. We have been up and own on
offense and today we just could not
string together the hits that were
needed to help our pitchers.

Scotch Plains-Fanwood won its
North 2, Group IV playoff opener
against Elizabeth a few days earlier
by a score of 16-5, setting them up for
a quarterfinal showdown against
Union, which they also won, 9-1. Jake
Friedman, who has taken over as the
staff ace since Dan Wilkinson’s in-
jury in early May, allowed just one hit
in five innings of work against Eliza-
beth. The fourth seeded Raiders (16-
10) were scheduled to meet top seed
and perennial border foe, Westfield
(16-9), in the semifinal game on May
29 in Westfield.

“You have to go out there with the
mentality as a senior that you have
nothing to lose,” said senior Anthony
DiNizo. “The energy we bring to each
game determines our success or fail-
ure. This has been a great group of
guys to play with and I have great
confidence in them.”

St. Joseph’s (15-12) meanwhile was
set to enter the NJSIAA South, Non
Public A Tournament as the fifth seed
with a visit to number four seeded
Red Bank Catholic on tap May 29.
Sc Pl-Fanwood 011 000 0 2
St. Joe (Metuchen)060 000 x 6

manning the pipes once again fell to
freshman Mia Fleming. With just six
games of starting experience under
her belt, Fleming faced a tall order in
stopping a Bridgewater-Raritan team
that had scored 15 goals against
Hunterdon Central and 20 against
Watchung Hills in its two previous
tournament wins. Janikowski or not,
the Panthers were still a formidable
offensive threat.

Fleming was more than up for the
challenge. The stoic freshman turned
away 10 shots against the veteran
Panther lineup and was a key factor in
the victory. Fleming allowed the Pan-
thers just one goal in the second half
and inspired her teammates with ev-
ery strong save she made in the game.

“I was really nervous at first be-
cause it’s a lot to live up to,” said

Fleming. “But then I kind of calmed
my nerves and got the hang of it. I need
a couple shots to calm myself and then
I’m ready. I felt like it was just another
game after I got my feet wet.”

Second half goals by Paige Radice
and Bond sealed the deal for the Blue
Devils. Westfield controlled posses-
sion throughout the game and really
dominated in the final seven minutes
as Bridgewater-Raritan struggled to
get the ball. Indeed, the Panthers’
only goal of the second half came on
a spectacular individual effort by
Kalie Moore, who swooped over to
intercept a long clear on the sideline
then charged the net and potted a goal
unassisted at 21:57 to cut the Westfield
lead to 8-4. It was not enough though
as Westfield controlled every aspect
of play the rest of the way. The final

five minutes played out like a count-
down for the Blue Devil players who
spilled out onto the field in celebra-
tion immediately as the clock hit zero.

“I think we are on a run right now,”
said Cohn. “It is very exciting. These
girls have all been on the same page
for several games right now. We have
a lot of young players who are only
going to get better.”

Olivia Shields scored three goals
and had an assist for Westfield. Carley
Farella chipped in with two goals and
Radice added a goal for the new sec-
tional champs. Whatever comes next
against Ridgewood will have to wait
as the Blue Devils revel in the accom-
plishment that no other varsity la-
crosse team before them could claim.

“When we look up in the gym at the
banners, girls’ lacrosse is one of the
teams that doesn’t have many state
titles or county titles,” said Bond. “It
definitely feels good. It’s the first time
in history that we’ve won this. It’s really
amazing because it’s my senior year,
and to end it like that is awesome.”
Westfield 7 3 10
BrH2O-Raritan 3 1 4

Alex Lowe for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SHOWING THEIR FIRST SECTIONAL TITLE...The Lady Blue Devils show their trophy after defeating the top-seeded
Bridgewater-Raritan Panthers, 10-4, in Bridgewater for their first North Jersey, Group 4 lacrosse championship.

Union County Mudturtles Set
Middle School Rugby Classic

The Union County Mudturtles RFC
(Rugby Football Club ) EST. 1974 is
hosting its first ever Middle School
Rugby Tournament on June 3, at Unami
Park in Cranford/Garwood (Home of
the Mudturtles, corner of South Union
and Fairfield Avenues Cranford). It is
an invitational tournament, the only
tournament of its kind ever to be held
in NJ, and possibly the East Coast.

The tournament will be a youth
tackle tournament hosted by The
Mudturtles, it will be comprised of
boys from ages 9-14 split up into U12
and U14 teams.  The teams will be
from NJ, NY, PA, and CT. There will
be Seven Teams, playing 30 minute
games from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. leading
up to a championship game for both
age groups competing for their place,
and bit of history on the ‘Chancellor’s
Cup ’ our tournament trophy.

Please join us as we make NJ His-
tory!

Formed in 1974, by Boston Col-
lege Alumni Jerry Rotella and Hank
Hanson, with a contingent of local
Union County Novices, Union County
Rugby Football Club began its inau-
gural season. In uniforms of blue and
orange, they finished the season a
very successful 5-0-1 against Divi-
sion II and college teams.

The formative years saw some tough
and varied seasons building a hard-
nosed form of rugby led by the gritty
“Rahway Boys”. Within those years,
a nucleus was built, the club eventu-
ally growing to field two teams. Union
County RFC Mudturtles have ad-
vanced the growth and development
of Rugby through education and par-
ticipation.

Presently we have two adult men’s
teams, one women’s adult team, youth
flag and tackle programs Union
County is one of the leading under-19
and youth rugby union clubs in New
Jersey, and the North East United
States. Our youth flag rugby program
practices and plays in June and July.
Our tackle program practices in De-
cember and play matches in the spring.

The tackle program consists of:
Boys U-12, Boys & Girls U-14, Boys
U-16, Boys & Girls U-18

YWCA Walk June 10 To
Fight Domestic Violence

CRANFORD — YWCA Union
County invites area residents to take
part in its Third Annual
Strides4Strength: A Walk to End Do-
mestic Violence on Sunday, June 10.
The event will take place from 9 a.m. to
2 p.m. at Cranford’s Nomehegan Park.

The walk is designed to raise aware-
ness and funds to support YWCA
Union County’s domestic-violence
programs. Participation is free for
children under age 12 and pets. To
register, visit ywcaunioncounty.org/
event-type/strides4strength/.

The YWCA expresses apprecia-
tion to its Premier Sponsor, Dew-

berry, and Walk Supporters, zbt Cer-
tified Public Accounting and Con-
sulting, LLC and Infineum USA L.P.,
for helping to make Strides4Strength
another success in its third year.

YWCA Union County has been
serving the community for 98 years,
and is celebrating its 40th anniver-
sary of providing domestic-violence
services. The YWCA is the only
agency in Union County that pro-
vides an emergency domestic-vio-
lence shelter, in addition to support-
ive and transitional housing, counsel-
ing, legal advocacy and representa-
tion, children’s services, 24-hour cri-
sis intervention and more. All YWCA
services are free and confidential.

Hanson Park Conservancy
Invites All to ‘Bee Day’

CRANFORD — The Hanson Park
Conservancy invites the community
for “Bee Day” on Saturday, June 23,
at Hanson Park.

Grant Stiles from Stiles Honey will
share his knowledge of bees during
his presentation at 2 p.m. entitled
“Fundamentals of Beekeeping and
the Importance of Honey Bees in
Our Society.” Attendees are encour-
aged to bring blankets and chairs for
this program, when Mr. Stiles will
answer questions about these impor-
tant pollinators.

A Certified Master Beekeeper, Mr.
Stiles owns one of the most success-
ful apiaries in the New York/New
Jersey area, with Stiles Honey cur-
rently managing well over 4,000 hon-
eybee colonies a year. Mr. Stiles also
will sell his honey at the event.

Story Time at the Park will follow
at 3:15 p.m., continuing the day’s

theme with books about bees. This is
a free event and recommended for
ages 8 and under, but anyone is wel-
come to stay and enjoy a story. Reg-
istration is not required.

Participants will make a bee craft
to take home at 3:45 p.m., using pipe
cleaners and clothespins.

Hanson Park is located at 38
Springfield Avenue, Cranford. “Bee
Day” is free and open to the public.
In the event of inclement weather,
the program will be held in the
Cranford Community Center at 220
Walnut Avenue.

“Bee Day” is sponsored by the
Hanson Park Conservancy, a non-profit
group dedicated to developing and
maintaining Hanson Park and provid-
ing the community with educational
programs and workshops. To learn
more, visit the organization’s website,
hansonparkconservancy.com.

Resetar Graduates
From Elon University
ELON, N.C. – Nicole Ann Resetar

graduated Magna Cum Laude from
Elon University on May 19 with a
Bachelor of Science in Business Ad-
ministration after majoring in Finance.

More than 1,400 students received
degrees in ceremonies featuring an
address by by President Emeritus Leo
M. Lambert, Elon' s eighth president.

Ms. Resetar is the daughter of Mr.
Andrew Resetar and Mrs. Karen
Resetar of Garwood.

Hernandez Inducted Into
Beta Gamma Sigma

HAMDEN, Conn. – Christine
Hernandez of Westfield was recently
inducted into Beta Gamma Sigma,
the international society serving busi-
ness programs accredited by AACSB
International.

Students inducted into the society
must be business majors within the
top 10 percent of their class if they are
at the undergraduate level, or in the
top 20 percent if they are at the gradu-
ate level. The society offers students
opportunities to attend national con-
ferences and networking opportuni-
ties with business and financial pro-
fessionals. Membership in Beta
Gamma Sigma is the highest recogni-
tion a business student anywhere in
the world can receive in a business
program accredited by AACSB In-
ternational.

More Community News

Support Local Journalism

goleader.com/subscribe



A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES Thursday, May 31, 2018 Page 15

Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor agents and are not employees of the Company. The property information herein is derived from various sources that may include, but not be limited to, county records and the Multiple Listing Service, and it may include approx-
imations. Although the information is believed to be accurate, it is not warranted and you should not rely upon it without personal verification. All associates featured are licensed with NJ Department of State as a Broker or Salesperson.©2018 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker
Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker Logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. 

COLDWELL BANKER

Westfield East Office 908.233.5555  |  209 Central Avenue  |  facebook.com/ColdwellBankerWestfield

CB Home Protection Plan 866.797.4788

COLDWELLBANKERHOMES.COM WESTFIELD EAST HAS BEEN AMONG THE COMPANY’S TOP OFFICES SINCE 1986.

Elizabeth Bataille Kristen Lichtenthal Tammie Costello Eileen Burlinson

Westfield |  $2,198,000
Spectacular One of a kind custom built Tudor
style home on .62 acre in Wychwood sec.
Warm & Elegant. 5BR/4.2BA. Dreamy!
Search 3468423 on CBHomes.com

Congratulations Westfield East   |   Top Producers April 2018

TOP AGENT
Frank D. Isoldi

TOP TEAM
Lisa Stafford Team

Westfield |  $1,375,000
STUNNING high-end quality Arts & Crafts style
home, corner lot, 5BR, 4+BA. Steps away from
all that Downtown has to offer!
Search 3466542 on CBHomes.com

Westfield |  $1,325,000
Elegantly updated 5 Bedroom, 4+ Bath
Expanded Ranch in the Indian Forest sect.
Spacious sunfilled rooms, inviting kitchen.
Search 3463953 on CBHomes.com

Westfield |  $849,000
Move right in.. to this meticulously main-
tained 3 Bdrm, 2BA Colonial in the highly
desirable Washington School district. 
Search 3466539 on CBHomes.com

Westfield |  $725,000
Welcome to Westfield's charm in this 1925
Renovated Colonial loaded w/modern day
finishes. 4 BR, 2.5 BA, Bright airy rooms! 
Search 3468927 on CBHomes.com

Westfield |  $559,000
Charming 3BR Ranch sitting on an expansive
corner lot. EIK, Spac. rooms, Liv Rm w/FP, 2-
car detchd Gar. Cvrd Porch & Patio.
Search 3468169 on CBHomes.com

Real Estate   •   Mortgage   •   Insurance   •   Closing Services

WESTFIELD $2,600,000

Westfield Office | 908-654-7777

Don Villane, 
Sales Representative

Sonia Rivera-Hooey,
Sales Representative 

OPEN SUNDAY, JUNE 3, 1-4PM

Letters to the Editor I Decided To Declare As A Democrat
For Primary Voting

I have lived in Garwood for four
years this month, moving from NYC
where I was heavily involved in both
local and national political action and
advocacy for 9/11 families and those
who were suffering with health ail-
ments because of the time they spent
at Ground Zero after the September
11th attacks. I also spent significant
time championing for military mem-
bers and veterans to ensure their qual-
ity of life was the best it possibly
could be.

I first met Councilwoman Sara
Todisco through social media after
she responded to me in one of the
Garwood community forums when I
was conversing with other residents.
She let me know that I could contact
her for anything I might need assis-
tance with. On her page, she posts
near daily updates about what is go-
ing on in town, which is very much
appreciated, especially for those of
us who live in buildings and aren’t
always as up-to-date on community
happenings as other residents.

Sara has always provided quick
and informative answers to any ques-
tions I’ve posed to her on her per-
sonal page and on the community
forums. This is a really important trait
of an elected official in 2018 and I
fully appreciate her responsiveness,
as a lot of the time I do feel like we are
not fully versed in community hap-
penings, unless we are able to devote
time to attending meetings, etc.

I recently met Sara and her running
mates Michael Ince and Sean Benoit
in person. They were immediately
welcoming and personable. They
spent significant time speaking with

me about Garwood, their backgrounds
and answering questions I had. It is
easy to see they are running for office
because they love Garwood and want
to give back to their community. I was
very impressed with Michael’s 30-
year law enforcement career and had
a wonderful time speaking with him
about his background and the similar
experiences we have had.

Sean is an advocate in his career
and I know he will be one for the
residents of Garwood when elected
to Council, which is so very impor-
tant.

I believe Michael and Sean will
help bring more professionalism and
teamwork to Garwood’s Council. In
my opinion, Garwood needs a strong
leader in a Mayor to hold the Council
accountable to expectations of pro-
fessionalism and civility, which has
been severely lacking. Sara takes her
job as a Councilwoman very seri-
ously and I know she will make sure
the Council works together in a pro-
ductive manner. She is a very opti-
mistic, energetic person, which I be-
lieve we need in a Mayor as Garwood
faces changes and challenges.

Sara, Michael, and Sean have great
ideas that will help our town move
into the future. I think having a more
open process for appointments to town
committees will be excellent to get
more citizens involved. I would be
interested in contributing more, but
have not been aware of how to go
about that until recently, after speak-
ing with Sara. I am excited about the
possibilities and look forward to be-
ing as active as I was in NYC, if not
more, here in Garwood.

Although I am an unaffiliated voter
and pride myself in being registered
independent and always voting for
the best person for the office, I have
decided I will be declaring myself a
Democrat on June 5th at my polling
place in order to vote for Sara Todisco
for Mayor and Michael Ince and Sean
Benoit for Council. I hope you will
join me in voting for them on Column
D. Together, they will help ensure our
small town with a big heart is a better
place for all of us to live.

Jill Pall
Garwood

I Was Privileged To Be A
Councilman In Garwood

Please join me in voting this year in
the Democratic Primary June 5th for
the team of Lombardo, Kearney and
Guerrero – who I am standing behind
and voting for.

I was privileged to be a councilman
in Garwood since 2009 until I ended
my service to Garwood in 2017. I
have worked under three different
Mayors during my terms and have a
fresh set of eyes on what I feel is
better for Garwood moving forward
into the next coming years.

Mayor Charles Lombardo has the
leadership skills, vision and empathy
towards our community to continue
Garwood’s progress and transforma-
tion, and he gives his constituents the
respect that they deserve. Mayor
Lombardo puts faith into each coun-

cil person to do their job. He is a
leader, not a dictator, and does not
micro manage any of the Council
committees.

In the past few months, I have got-
ten to know Vince Kearney and Jenn
Guerrero. They both have the cour-
age and discipline to be excellent
council members for the Borough of
Garwood. They have both shown me
that they listen to the people of
Garwood, are trustworthy, and they
stay current on issues that affect
Garwood and its residents.

Thank you for your consideration
and vote for Column B to keep
Garwood moving forward.

Lou Petruzzelli
Garwood

More Letters
on Page 16

Being A Garwood Candidate – Having
Words Put In Our Mouths

This campaign is an interesting
experience for both of us. In just two
months we have met many more of
our fellow residents than we ever
would have otherwise and had some
wonderful experiences. Unfortu-
nately, there is a less pleasant aspect
of being a political candidate – hav-
ing words put in our mouths.

We saw how easily a false story can
travel after the sixth porch where we
were asked “are you the people that
want to get rid of the DPW?”. The
truth is, our platform calls for a study
on the operations of the DPW. Pe-
riod. Our team is not in favor of
eliminating the DPW.

Some other topics we heard often
were genuine concerns of the resi-
dents. People in Garwood want more
recreation and community activities
for all ages. People in Garwood are
concerned about the oversight and
management of the multimillion-dol-
lar Recreation Complex. Residents
commented on how it is difficult to
get in and use the facility with their
children because there is often an
outside group renting it out. People
end up having to call our DPW often
to have the area cleaned up after a
rental. People worry about the traffic
and parking on Willow, Myrtle,
Spruce and New Street.

We also want more activities and
programs. We share the management
concerns even as we know the Recre-
ation Commission does an excellent
job with limited funding, little sup-
port, and often a lack of cooperation.
However, because of our management
experience, we both flinch when we
hear things like “volunteers will main-
tain the Rec Complex” from the Demo-
crats currently on the Council. Coun-
cilman Marc Lazarow was rendered
speechless during a Democratic Club
meeting earlier this year when posed a
question about what the maintenance
plan was for the new Hartman Park.
His colleague Finance Chair Todisco
pulled funding for maintaining that
park from the budget back in 2013.

Where are the plans for these
things? Is this the “strong leadership”
our opponents speak of? Of being ten
steps ahead? Of better communica-
tions? Of a vision for Garwood?
Where has the vision, planning, and
communication been over the last
two years while these three Demo-
crats have served on the Council?
Where was this grand vision for
Garwood during the last seven years
that one of them has served on the

Council? Our opponents have a lot of
personal, negative things to say about
the Garwood Forward team, but little
to promise other than “trust us, we are
great people”.

We are running for Council be-
cause we feel Garwood needs leader-
ship with real plans and real solu-
tions. We need people on the Council
who will cooperate with the Mayor,
not undermine him. People who will
roll up their sleeves and carry out the
committee assignments given to them
without turning them into photo op-
portunities to campaign on or take
credit for. We have a work ethic, a real
vision, real plans, and a real leader in
Charles Lombardo who will allow us
the space to work while providing
guidance when we ask for it!

We ask that our fellow Democrats
consider the facts of this campaign.
Go to the websites. Compare the plat-
forms. Ask serious questions of all
the candidates when they, or we, show
up on your porch or phone you. We
are confident if this is done, the
Lombardo-Guerrero-Kearney team
will earn your trust. We ask for your
support by voting on Column B on
Tuesday, June 5th.

Jennyfer Guerreo
Vincent Kearney

Regular Democratic Candidates for
Garwood Council

WESTFIELD
Saturday, May 19, Rhonda Boston,

32, of Newark was arrested on an out-
standing traffic warrant from the
Westfield Municipal Court in the amount
of $580. Boston was picked up at the
New Jersey State Police Barracks in
Bloomfield and transported to police
headquarters. She was processed and
posted bail.

Saturday, May 19, Arnold May, 53, of
Piscataway was arrested on three out-
standing warrants pursuant to a motor
vehicle stop in the area of West South
Avenue and West Broad Street. May had
a traffic warrant, in the amount of $750,
out of the Piscataway Municipal Court
and two criminal warrants, out of the
New Brunswick Municipal Court, for
$350, and South Brunswick Municipal
Court, for $500. Total bail for all three
warrants was $1,600. May was trans-
ported to police headquarters, processed
and released on posted bail.

Saturday, May 19, Scott Desch, 44, of
Westfield was arrested and charged with
shoplifting pursuant to a criminal inves-
tigation on the 600 block of West North
Avenue. He was transported to police
headquarters, processed and released on
a summons pending a Westfield Mu-
nicipal Court date.

Saturday, May 19, John Maple, 29, of
Rahway was arrested and charged with
driving while intoxicated (DWI) pursu-
ant to a motor vehicle stop in the area of
Central Avenue and Green Place. He
was transported to police headquarters,
processed and released to a sober adult
pending a Westfield Municipal Court
date.

Monday, May 21, Khalil Edwards,
24, of Cranford was arrested on an out-
standing traffic warrant, in the amount
of $421, out of the South Plainfield
Municipal Court. He was arrested pur-
suant to a motor vehicle stop in the area
of East South and Windsor Avenues.
Edwards was transported to police head-
quarters, processed and released on his
own recognizance as per the South
Plainfield Municipal Court.

Tuesday, May 22, Javier Ojeda-
Aguilar, 21, of Scotch Plains was ar-
rested and charged with shoplifting pur-
suant to an investigation on the 600
block of West North Avenue. He was
transported to police headquarters, pro-
cessed and released on his own recogni-
zance pending a Municipal Court date.

SCOTCH PLAINS
Monday, May 21, a resident of

Maddaket Court reported an incident of

fraud. Someone gained access to the
victim’s credit card information and
made a fraudulent online purchase.

Wednesday, May 23, a resident of the
2300 block of Redwood Road reported
an incident of fraud. The victim stated
that several checks were cashed against
his bank account without his knowl-
edge. The incident is under investiga-
tion.

Wednesday, May 23, Cristobal Avila,
27, of Plainfield was arrested and charged
with providing false information to po-
lice during a motor vehicle stop. Avila,
who also had an active warrant out of
South Plainfield, was transported to po-
lice headquarters and processed.

Wednesday, May 23, Jonathan J.
Lemaine, 32, of Plainfield was arrested
on outstanding warrants out of
Plainsboro and Sayreville during a mo-
tor vehicle stop. He was transported to
police headquarters and processed.

Thursday, May 24, Victor E. Peralta,
28, of Perth Amboy was arrested on an
outstanding warrant out of Scotch Plains.

Thursday, May 24, Alison N. Serpico,
20, of Westfield was arrested and charged
with possession of marijuana during a
motor vehicle accident investigation.
Serpico was transported to police head-
quarters and processed. There were no
injuries reported in the single-car acci-
dent.

Friday, May 25, Andres F. Quijana,
25, of Scotch Plains was arrested and
charged with possession of marijuana
during a motor vehicle stop. He was
transported to police headquarters and
processed.

Friday, May 25, a resident of the 1700
block of Mountain Avenue reported the
theft of their 2004 black Honda Civic.
The theft occurred during the overnight
hours. The vehicle has been entered as
stolen.

Friday, May 25, Melvin A. Hanciles,
26, of Scotch Plains was arrested and
charged with defiant trespassing at a
Westfield Avenue convenience store.
He was transported to police headquar-
ters for processing.

Saturday, May 26, Ryan Zinkowicz,
33, of Union was arrested and charged
with driving under the influence during
a motor vehicle accident investigation.
No injuries were reported.

Sunday, May 27, Sean M. McCarthy,
48, of Plainfield was arrested and charged
with driving under the influence during
a motor vehicle investigation. He was
transported to police headquarters and
processed.
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Children in Trouble with the Law?
DWI Charges?

Drug or Criminal Charges?
Motor Vehicle Traffic Violations?

CALL
BRENT BRAMNICK

908-322-7000

Speak With Our Criminal Defense Team
We Have Three Former Prosecutors

Certified Criminal Trial Attorney

Bramnick, Rodriguez, Grabas, Arnold & Mangan, LLC
1827 East Second Street
Scotch Plains, NJ 07076
www.jonbramnick.com

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

425 EAST BROAD STREET
WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

The Board of Adjustment of the Town of
Westfield, New Jersey will meet on  June
11, 2018 in the Council Chambers at the
Municipal Building, 425 East Broad Street,
Westfield, New Jersey at 7:30 p.m. to hear
and consider the following appeal for vari-
ance relief from the requirements of
Westfield Land Use Ordinance.

The Parish Community of St. Helen lo-
cated at 1600 Rahway Avenue, Westfield,
New Jersey, Block 5402, Lot 34.02 seeks
an amendment the site plan approval and
resolution issued by this Board of Adjust-
ment on June 11, 2007 to alter the pro-
posed construction of the Church building
as well as to construct a garage connected
to its parish center. The property is located
in an RS-24 zone and is considered a
conditional use under the Westfield Mu-
nicipal Land Use Ordinances.

The current Application requires con-
tinuing conditional use variance relief per-
tinent to the following requirements of the
Westfield Land Use Ordinance:

1. Minimum Frontage: Section 18.08C
requires a minimum lot frontage of 225 feet
for a conditional use. The existing frontage
is 162.4 feet. The Church seeks a variance
to continue the existing frontage.

2. Minimum parking: Section
17.02.C.3A requires parking of not less
than 1 space for every 3 seats in the
Church and 1 space for every 90 square
feet of the parish center. The Church would
need 266 parking spaces for the Church
use and 293 spaces for the Parish Center/
Administrative Building use. The Church
has 324 parking spots and was previoulsy
granted relief from this provision of the
land use ordinance.

The Application requires additional bulk
variance relief pertinent to the following
requirements

of the Westfield Land Use Ordinance:
1. Minimum set back from principal

building: Section 13.01.B requires a mini-
mum of 10 feet between the proposed
garage and the Church’s parish center.
The Church seeks a variance to construct
the garage at a distance of 4.07 feet from
the existing parish center.

2. Minimum Frontage: Section 18.08C
requires a minimum lot frontage of 225 feet
for a conditional use. The existing frontage
is 162.4 feet. The Church seeks a variance
to continue the existing frontage.

The Parish Community of St. Helen also
seeks approval of any and all other relief
not indicated above that may be deter-
mined necessary during the course of the
public hearings. If the matter is not con-
cluded on that date, additional public hear-
ing dates may be ordered and scheduled.
This notice is sent to you on behalf of the
applicant by order of the Board.

Any interested party may appear at the
hearing, either in person, or by their attor-
ney, and be given an opportunity to be
heard with respect to this application.

Documentation of the above is on file in
the Office of the Town Engineer, 959 North
Avenue West, Westfield, New Jersey and
may be seen Monday through Friday, 8:30
a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Lindabury, McCormick, Estabrook & Cooper
53 Cardinal Drive, P.O. Box 2369

Westfield, New Jersey 07091
Tel. (908) 233-6800

Attorneys for Applicant,
Parish Community of St. Helen

1 T - 5/31/18, The Leader Fee: $70.38

PUBLIC NOTICE
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY

CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY

DOCKET NO. F-003916-18
FILE NO. 51333-688

NOTICE TO ABSENT DEFENDANTS

STATE OF NEW JERSEY TO:
MARYANN MCCLOSKEY, IN-
DIVIDUALLY AND AS ADMIN-
ISTRATRIX OF THE ESTATE
OF MARIE ELIZABETH
MCCLOSKEY, DECEASED;
JOHN DOE, HUSBAND OF
MARYANN MCCLOSKEY,
SAID NAME JOHN DOE BE-
ING FICTITIOUS;

YOU ARE HEREBY summoned and re-
quired to serve upon the Law Offices of
Goldenberg, Mackler, Sayegh, Mintz,
Pfeffer, Bonchi & Gill, A Professional Cor-
poration, Attorneys for Plaintiff, whose
address is 660 New Road, First Floor,
Northfield, New Jersey 08225, an answer
to the Complaint filed in a civil action in
which CFT Services, LLC As Custodian for
Phoenix Funding, Inc. is plaintiff and
Maryann McCloskey, Individually and As
Administratrix of the Estate of Marie Eliza-
beth McCloskey, deceased, et al. are de-
fendants, pending in the Superior Court of
New Jersey, within 35 days after May 31,
2018, exclusive of such date. If you fail to
do so, judgment by default may be ren-
dered against you for the relief demanded
in the Complaint. You shall file your an-
swer and proof of service in duplicate with
the Clerk of the Superior Court, Hughes
Justice Complex, P.O. Box 971, Trenton,
New Jersey 08625, in accordance with the
rules of Civil Practice and Procedure. You
are further advised that if you cannot afford
an attorney, you may call the Legal Ser-
vices office in the county where you live or
the Legal Services of New Jersey State-
wide Hotline at 1-888-LSNJ-LAW (1-
888-576-5529). If you do not have an attor-
ney and are not eligible for free legal assis-
tance, you may obtain a referral to an
attorney by calling one of the Lawyer Re-
ferral Services.  The names and telephone
numbers of such agencies are as follows:
Lawyer Referral Service: (908) 353-4715.

PUBLIC NOTICE

Legal Service: (908) 354-4340.
THE ACTION has been instituted for the

purpose of foreclosing Tax Sale Certifi-
cate #15-00062 dated December 11, 2015
made by Susan Noon, Collector of Taxes
of the Town of Westfield, County of Union,
and State of New Jersey, to U.S. Bank
Custodian for Phoenix and covers real
estate located at 150 Tudor Oval in the
Town of Westfield, County of Union and
State of New Jersey, known as Lot 13,
Block 5001, as shown on the Tax Assess-
ment Map and Tax Map duplicate of the
Town of Westfield. Said tax sale certificate
was recorded in the Clerk’s Office of Union
County on February 10, 2016, in Book
14047 of Mortgages, page 977, as instru-
ment #617662. By assignment dated May
12, 2017, said tax sale certificate was
assigned to plaintiff, which assignment
was recorded in the Clerk’s Office of Union
County on June 6, 2017, book 1435 of
assignments, page 163.

YOU, MARYANN MCCLOSKEY, INDI-
VIDUALLY AND AS THE ADMINISTRA-
TRIX OF THE ESTATE OF MARIE ELIZA-
BETH MCCLOSKEY, DECEASED, are
made a defendant in the above entitled
action because you are the record owner
of the subject property.

YOU, JOHN DOE, HUSBAND OF
MARYANN MCCLOSKEY, SAID NAME
JOHN DOE BEING FICTITIOUS, are made
a defendant in the above entitled action
because you are the possible spouse of
the record owner of the subject property.

The nature of which and the reason that
you and each of you are joined as defen-
dants is set forth with particularity in the
Complaint, a copy of which will be fur-
nished you on request addressed to the
attorneys of the plaintiff at the above men-
tioned address.
DATED: May 31, 2018

MICHELLE M. SMITH, Clerk
Superior Court of New Jersey

GOLDENBERG, MACKLER, SAYEGH,
MINTZ, PFEFFER, BONCHI & GILL
A Professional Corporation
660 New Road, First Floor
Northfield, New Jersey 08225
(609) 646-0222
1 T - 9/28/17, The Leader Fee: $87.21

 
 

Passport Fair at Westfield Post Office 
153 Central Ave 

Westfield, NJ 07090 
Sunday June 3, 2018 

8:00 AM - 1:00 PM 
 

Come in without appointment to apply for a passport, get photo taken and sent out all in one day. 
Normal Hours of Passport Operation are: 

 Monday – Friday 10:00 AM – 3:00 PM  Saturday 10:00 AM – 1:00 PM   
Walk-Ins Welcome  

 
 
 

 

For Additional Information visit us at: 
https://www.usps.com/international/passports.htm 

Standard Processing  
4-6 weeks 
$80 UNDER age 16 
$110 OVER age 16 
Fees paid to: 
US Dept. Of State 
 
 

Expedited Processing 
 2-3 weeks 
$60 Expediting 
$15.89 Express Mail Return 
Fees paid to: 
US Dept. Of State 

Per Applicant Paid to: 
USPS 
$35 Execution Fee 
$15 Photos 
Expedited optional 
Express Mail $24.70 

Download & print or fill out applications in 
BLACK INK ONLY 

in advance at: 

www.travel.state.gov 

If you complete your application in advance 

DO NOT SIGN IT. 
You will be required to sign it in person when 

You bring it to a Post Office Location. 
 
 

ORIGINAL: 
Raised Seal Birth Certificate with Parental Information or Naturalization Document REQUIRED 

CLASSIFIEDS
FARMWORKERS NEEDED

6 temp farmworkers needed
6/1/18 – 12/1/18. Workers will
perform various duties associated
with growing cabbage according
to their supervisor’s instructions.
Workers will have extensive
periods of sitting, standing,
walking, pushing, pulling, repetitive
movement, frequent stopping and
lifting 60lbs. Must have 3 months
verifiable experience hand
harvesting cabbage on a
commercial farm & affirmative
verifiable job reference. May
random drug test at employer’s
expense. Guaranteed at least 3/4
of contract hours but hours will
vary according to weather and crop
conditions. Hours may exceed or
be less than 40 hours. Work tools,
supplies, equipment provided at
no cost. Housing provided for non-
commuting workers at no cost.
Transportation & subsistence
reimbursed to worker upon
completion of 50% of contract or
earlier if appropriate. $12.83/hr or
current applicable AEWR. Raise/
bonus at employer discretion.
EOE. Worksites in Genesee,
Monroe & Orleans Co., NY. Report
or send a resume to the nearest
NJ Career Center office or call
908-412-7980 & ref job
#NY1255259. SJ Starowitz Farms
LLC – Byron, NY

P.E.O. YARD SALE

Philanthropic Education
Organization Fundraiser

Saturday, June 2, 9-3
370 Montague Ave

Scotch Plains

CRANFORD ESTATE SALE

31 Morse Street
SUNDAY 6/3, 10am - 3pm

ONE DAY SALE!
Sofas, Tables, Chairs, Lamps, Art,
China, Glass, Kitchenware, Pair
Twin Beds, Dressers, Toys,
Clothes, Shoes, Linens, Christmas,
Garden and House Tools & Much
More! For pics DovetailsUSA.com

UNION ESTATE SALE

923 Buell Avenue
Fri 6/1 and Sat 6/2

10am - 3pm
Sofas, Tables, Dining Room,
Curio Cabinet, Lamps, Mirrors,
Art, China, Glass, Crystal,
Kitchenware, Beds, Dressers,
Clothes, Shoes, Pillows, Linens,
Christmas, Silk Flowers, Books,
Records, Garden and House Tools
& Much More! For pics:

DovetailsUSA.com

VACATION RENTAL

HILTON HEAD ISLAND - June 29
to July 6. Barony Beach Club, 2
bedroom, 2 bath, sleeps 8. Call
Kim (908) 317-6889 $2800.00/wk

PT BOOKKEEPER

15-20 hours per week to work in
small office environment. Must
be detail oriented with meticulous
organizational skills to process
and reconcile banking, sales
tax returns, payroll processing,
etc. Flexible, Dependable,
Independent and Productive.
Proficiency in QuickBooks, MS
Word / Excel / Outlook and
prior bookkeeping / accounting
experience preferred.
Flexible work schedule.
Send resume with cover letter to:

neil@sg-cpas.com

House - 3 Beds, 2 Baths, Living
Rm with Fireplace, Dining Rm,
Sun Rm, Den, Central Air, 2 Car
Garage, Finished Basement,
Washer/Dryer, Ample Parking
for Family & Business Vehicles.

Call Gene Lord at
(908) 233-6868

MOUNTAINSIDE FOR RENT

FREELANCERS  WANTED
Strong, detail-oriented writers
with professional demeanor
needed to cover local
government meetings. Must be
able to meet deadlines, know
how to write a lead, and take
an active interest in their beats
in order to develop news
stories. Please email
resume and clips to:

editor@goleader.com

TOWN WIDE YARD SALE

The Borough of Garwood will hold
its 22nd Annual Town Wide Yard
Sale on Saturday & Sunday,
June 9th & June 10th, between
9:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m. To partici-
pate, you must register at Borough
Hall by June 7th, in person or by
calling (908) 789-0710 or email
kathleen@garwood.org. For the
shoppers, a list of participating
households will be available at
Borough Hall on the morning of
the yard sale.

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 5/24/18
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an extraordinary
unspecifiable service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a) (11). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it is available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2018-499
AWARDED TO: Axis Insurance Com-

pany, Chicago, Illinois
SERVICE: for Accident and Health In-

surance for Watchung Stables
PERIOD: July 1, 2018- June 30, 2019
COSTS: in an amount not to exceed:

$9,500.00
James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk

of the Board Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 5/31/18, The Leader Fee: $21.42

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 5/24/18
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an extraordinary
unspecifiable service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a) (11). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it is available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2018-491
AWARDED TO: Children’s Special-

ized Hospital, Mountainside, New Jer-
sey

SERVICE: for the provision of the Spe-
cial Child Case Management and Early
Intervention Program

PERIOD: January 1, 2018- December
31, 2018

COSTS: in the amount not to exceed:
$50,000

James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 5/31/18, The Leader Fee: $23.97

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 5/24/18
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an extraordinary
unspecifiable service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a) (11). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it is available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2018-489
AWARDED TO: Community Access

Unlimited, Elizabeth, New Jersey
SERVICE: to promote youth, teen, and

community development through preven-
tion

PERIOD: June1, 2018- December 31,
2018

COSTS: in the total amount not to ex-
ceed: $50,000.00

James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 5/31/18, The Leader Fee: $22.95

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 5/24/18
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an extraordinary
unspecifiable service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a) (11). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it is available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2018-498
AWARDED TO: Horizon Blue Cross

Blue Shield of New Jersey
SERVICE: Approving Third Party Ad-

ministrative Services
PERIOD: July1, 2018- June 30, 2019
COSTS: in an amount not to exceed:

$1,400,000
James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk

of the Board Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 5/31/18, The Leader Fee: $21.42

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 5/24/18
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an extraordinary
unspecifiable service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a) (11). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it is available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2018-490
AWARDED TO: Urban League of

Union County, Elizabeth, New Jersey
SERVICE: to provide the Reconnections

Program to Union County residents
PERIOD: June 1, 2018- December 31,

2018
COSTS: in the amount not to exceed:

$50,000
James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk

of the Board Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 5/31/18, The Leader Fee: $22.44

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 5/24/18
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an extraordinary
unspecifiable service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a) (11). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it is available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2018-488
amending (Resolution No. 2018-229)
AWARDED TO: Various Agencies

Bridgeway Rehabilitation Services
$144,958.00

CURA, Inc $62,120.00
New Hope Integrated Behavioral Health
Care $281,997.00
Organization for Recovery $16,500.00
Prevention Links $132,611.00
PROCEED $114,008.00
Trinitas RMC $115,168.00
Turning Point $221,112.00

SERVICE: for 2018 Alcohol and Drug
Abuse

PERIOD: June 1, 2018- December 31,
2018

COSTS: total not to exceed:
$1,088,474.00

James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 5/31/18, The Leader Fee: $30.09

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 5/24/18
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an Professional
servicepursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)
(i). This contract and the resolution autho-
rizing it is available for public inspection in
the Office of the Clerk of the Board.

 RESOLUTION NO: 2018-505
amending (Resolution No.2017-109)
AWARDED TO: Palumbo, Renaud &

DeAppolotion of Cranford, New Jersey
SERVICES TO: in the matter entitled

Brian Ward v. UC, et als.
COSTS: in an amount not to exceed:

$10,000.00 for a sum not ex-
ceed:$30,000.00

James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 5/31/18, The Leader Fee: $21.42

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 5/24/18
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an Professional
servicepursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)
(i). This contract and the resolution autho-
rizing it is available for public inspection in
the Office of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2018-504
amending (Resolution No.2018-258)
AWARDED TO: Weiner Law Group,

LLP of Parsippany, New Jersey
SERVICES TO: in the matter entitled

Stephen Repella v. UC, et als.
COSTS: in an amount not to exceed:

$10,000.00 for a sum not ex-
ceed:$70,000.00

James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 5/31/18, The Leader Fee: $21.42

Gun Control Is Overlooked by Democrats
 On The Garwood Borough Council

Letters to the Editor

I am extremely disappointed at the
failure of my fellow progressive
Democrats on the Garwood Borough
Council – Sara Todisco, Jennifer
Blumenstock and Mark Lazarow – to
advance the gun control resolution
that I submitted to the Council on
April 9. Given that two of them are
teachers, and one has children in
school, their failure to take action to
protect their students – and them-
selves – just boggles my mind. The
fact that they have walked in gun
control marches but refuse to take
action in their home town really makes
me incredulous.

It is so important – given today’s
reality where our sitting Republican
President and his Republican Con-
gressional cohorts attack basic demo-
cratic platforms stands on environ-
mental policies, voting and women’s

rights, tax deductions, health care,
Medicare, Social Security – that local
elected officials and citizens take ac-
tion. That is why so many local offi-
cials have taken actions on national
issues – because our national govern-
ment is taking actions counter to
democratic principles. Why so many
citizens have protested in front of the
offices of Congressmen Lance,
Frelinghuysen, and MacArthur.

While I have always supported gun
control, I had taken a much more
public position after the New Town,
Conn. school shooting because my
wife’s niece and her children live in
New Town. School shootings have
really hit home ever since. As I was on
Council at that time, I advanced a gun
control resolution, but it did not re-
ceive enough votes to pass – with
Councilwoman Todisco being one of
the members refusing to support it.
My resolution died in committee. I
think it just died again.

There have been 17 school
shootings since the Parkland, Fla.
shooting where 17 people were killed.
The most horrific was at Santa Fe
High School in Texas where eight
students and two teachers were killed.
Our national leaders are taking mo-
ments of silence, saying prayers in
Congressional hallways, and attend-
ing National Rifle Association con-
ventions.

Todisco, Lazarow and
Blumenstock votes in favor of na-
tional gun control legislation – which
would advance national Democratic
platform statements – would result in
the passage of this resolution even if
all three Council Republicans voted
against it. Mayor Lombardo has al-

ready stated that he would cast the
deciding vote in favor of it. I ask our
Garwood Democrats what they are
waiting for? Number 18? 19? 20?

Bill Nierstedt
Garwood

CPAs: Economy Will
Get Worse Under
Murphy Budget

ROSELAND — Nearly 75 per-
cent of the 786 CPAs who responded
to a New Jersey Society of CPAs’
(NJCPA) survey this month said New
Jersey’s economy would either get
“significantly worse” (31 percent)
or “marginally worse” (44 percent)
over the long term under Governor
Murphy’s proposed budget plan.
Only 14 percent said it would end up
better.

Respondents mostly blamed high
taxes on corporations and individuals
as a reason for the negative senti-
ment, which they said could eventu-
ally lead to more unemployment and
an exodus of businesses and indi-
viduals from the state.
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 JUNE 2018    
WESTFIELD MEMORIAL LIBRARY EVENTS 

550 East Broad Street, Westfield 908.789.4090  www.wmlnj.org 
Hours: Mon-Thurs  9:30 am - 9:00 pm  Fri & Sat 9:30 am - 5:00 pm   

Sunday  1:00-5:00 pm   Open Sundays until June 17 
Closed Sundays beginning June 24  

Closed Friday, June 8 for Staff Education Day 
Adult Summer Reading Club: June 25-August 11 

Kids, Teens & Tweens Reading Clubs June 18-August 11 

PROGRAMS FOR ADULTS   
CHECK WEBSITE FOR ALL SIGN UP INFORMATION-SOME RESTRICTIONS** 

PROGRAMS FOR CHILDREN-CHECK WEBSITE FOR SIGN UP INFO 

6/1  1:30 pm TGIF! Grace of Monaco-video 

6/6, 13, 20 10:00 am Zumba Gold for Adults** 

6/6  7:00 pm Hudson Shakespeare Company 
Presents “The Tempest”**  

6/9 11:00 am Home Cooking for Cats & Dogs 

6/12  2:00 pm Shabby Chic American Flag Craft** 

6/13  7:00 pm Female Spies of World War II 

6/15  1:30 pm TGIF! Vermeer Beyond Time-video 

6/20  7:00 pm Hollywood in the White House 

6/22  1:30 pm TGIF! Tesla: Master of Lightning-video 

6/29  1:30 pm TGIF! Classic Movie: Tea with Mussolini 

6/26 10:30 am Family Fun Music. Rob Albanese plays up 
tempo, cut-loose, feel good kinds of music. 
Audiences clap, sing and dance along. Fun for 
all ages! Tickets required for all kids and 
adults attending. Pick up at Youth Services 
Desk the morning of the show. 

Saint Peter’s Preparatory
School Tells Graduates

EMPATHY LESSON...A full day pupetry workshop was presented for 25
teachers and administrators and 12 fourth graders from McGinn, Coles and
School One. The theme of the day was: Promoting Empathy and Compassion
Through Puppetry and the Study of Body Language. Pictured are: Max Van Etten
(Coles School), Everett Pasqua (McGinn School), and Jordan Dec (McGinn
School).

Students Study Empathy
Through Puppetry

SCOTCH PLAINS – At Park
Middle School last Thursday, a unique
form of professional development was
held. A full day workshop was pre-
sented for 25 teachers and adminis-
trators from McGinn, Coles and
School One. These educators worked
side by side with 12 fourth graders
learning in a student lab/professional
development setting. The theme of
the day was: Promoting Empathy and
Compassion Through Puppetry and
the Study of Body Language.

Students and teachers built pup-
pets in the Japanese Bunraku tradi-
tion of puppetry that uses three pup-
peteers to maneuver one puppet. This
requires a team of three puppeteers to
work together with one mind and
heart to express their story. Time was
spent analyzing physical actions and
practicing how to convincingly walk,
run and move their puppets. Follow-
ing the study of movement was a
discussion of how body motions or
body language expresses an
individual’s moods and feelings.
These puppet experiences are de-
signed to increase students’ aware-
ness of and understanding of body

language and social cues. As we be-
come more sensitive to the unspoken
languages, we will also gain in empa-
thy and compassion. The creators of
this workshop were Alexandra
Hanner, writing teacher and Barbara
Prestridge, art teacher, from Park
Middle School and Marcello Velame,
music teacher from Summerfield
School, Neptune Township District.
This team presents arts integration
workshops with the belief that the
unique languages, depth and spirits
of the arts enrich every subject that
the arts touch.

 Following the inspiration of mu-
sic, the groups of three students or
three educators created short stories
with the goal for their puppets to
depict a variety of different emotions
through their body language. Energy
and engagement were high as the
teams collaborated to create stories
and make their paper puppets come
alive. The day concluded with all
participants joyfully performing their
puppets’ stories and reflecting on how
we all understood the stories through
the silent but deliberate actions of
their united puppeteers.

JERSEY CITY – Saint Peter’s Pre-
paratory School celebrated its 140th
Commencement at Saint Peter’s Uni-
versity on Thursday, May 24. The
following local residents graduated
and their college destination is indi-
cated:

Cranford:   Matthew Baldowski
(Northeastern Uni-
versity), John
Curran (the Univer-
sity of Scranton),
Luis Espinal (Saint
John's University),
James Paradiso
(Loyola University
Maryland), An-
drew Tobin
(Georgetown Uni-
versity), Jared Wil-
son (Saint Joseph's
University), and
Marek Wlodarski (New Jersey Insti-
tute of Technology). Mr. Tobin gradu-
ated Magna Cum Laude, and was
recognized as a National Merit Com-
mended Scholar.  Matthew
Baldowski, Luis Espinal, James
Paradiso, and Marek Wlodarski
graduated Cum Laude. Scholar Ath-
lete Awards were given to Mr.
Baldowski, Mr. Tobin, and Mr.
Wlodarski. Mr. Curran was presented
his diploma by his father, Terrence
Curran, '88.

Fanwood: John Corrao (The Catho-
lic University of America).

Mountainside: Thomas Hannan
(George Mason University) and Keith
Schmidt (Boston College). Mr.
Schmidt graduated Cum Laude and
won the Scholar Athlete Award.

Scotch Plains: Matthew Coyne
(Georgetown University), Kenneth
Einhorn (Saint Joseph's University),
Sean FitzGibbon (Lafayette College),
and Aidan McMahon (DeSales Uni-
versity).  Mr. Coyne graduated Ma-
gna Cum Laude, won the Scholar
Athlete Award, was recognized as a
National Merit Commended Scholar,
and won the Gold Medal in History.
He was given his diploma by his
grandfather, Daniel O'Connor, '64.
Mr. FitzGibbon graduated Magna
Cum Laude and won the Scholar Ath-
lete Award.

Westfield: Miles Brancatella
(Villanova University), Simir Coo-
per (University of San Francisco),
Thomas Gannaway (Dickinson Col-
lege), Owen Heim (Fairfield Univer-
sity), Brendan Kane (University of
Notre Dame), Mark Schiavo (Uni-
versity of Maryland), Shane Shell

(other), and Will-
iam Slaski (Syra-
cuse University).
Mr. Kane graduated
Magna Cum Laude,
won the Scholar
Athlete Award, and
won the Gold
Medal in English
and the Silver
Medal in History.
He was given his di-
ploma by his father,
Michael Kane, '84.

Mr. Gannaway won the Jeff Kachel
Award, presented to the senior who
best embodies the ideal Scholar Ath-
lete at Prep. Mr. Brancatella gradu-
ated Cum Laude, won the Scholar-
Athlete Award, and was presented his
diploma by his father, Robert
Brancatella, '85. Mr. Cooper gradu-
ated Cum Laude. Mr. Heim gradu-
ated Cum Laude and won the Scholar-
Athlete Award.

Saint Peter’s Prep Class of 2018

Alfred University
Announces Dean’s List

ALFRED, N.Y. – Claudia M.
Savickas, a resident of Westfield, was
named to the Dean’s List for the spring
2018 semester at Alfred University
(AU). She is a junior in the School of
Art and Design. Students must earn at
least a 3.5 grade point average to
qualify for Dean’s List.

Ms. Savickas is an Art and Design
major at Alfred University.

A graduate of Westfield High
School, Ms. Savickas is the daughter
of Edward and Lynda Savickas of
Westfield.

Zoe Federbusch
Travels Abroad

MOUNAINSIDE – Zoe
Federbusch, of Mountainside and a
rising senior at The University of
Wisconsin, returned to N.J. having
traveled more than 22,000 nautical
miles and exploring eleven countries
on four continents as a student par-
ticipating in the Semester at Sea,
Spring 2018 voyage.

With the world as its classroom and
more than 50 years of experience,
Semester at Sea integrates multiple-
country study, interdisciplinary
coursework, and hands-on field ex-
perience for meaningful engagement
in the global community. Highlights
of the semester included walking on
the Great Wall of China, visiting the
Taj Mahal, ballooning at sunrise in
Myanmar, a home stay with a family
in Ghana, skydiving over Cape Town,
and snorkeling in the Indian Ocean
by Mauritius.

TOP SCORES...Five Westfield High School (WHS) students earned top scores on
the April 2018 ACT. Pictured, from left to right, are: WHS Assistant Principal
Mabel Huynh, 10th grader Ian Gurland (math), 11th graders Brianna Hatch
(Science, STEM, English, ELA), Jennifer O’Connell (Reading) and Julianne
Aronson (English, Reading). Not pictured is Brooke Sullivan (Reading). In a
congratulatory letter of each student, Westfield High School principal Derrick
Nelson commended them for “outstanding achievement,” saying “it speaks vol-
umes about your abilities and commitment to your education.”

UCC President Receives
Phi Theta Kappa Award

Westfield Teacher Montes
Wins Philhower Fellowship
WESTFIELD – Mary Montes, a

first grade teacher at Tamaques El-
ementary School in Westfield, is the
2018 recipient of the Westfield Ro-
tary Club’s Philhower Fellowship in
recognition of outstanding teaching
at the elementary school level.

Ms. Montes received the award on
May 8 as the guest of honor at the
Rotary Club luncheon. That evening,
she was presented with a resolution
from the Board of Education at a
reception at Tamaques School.

From an early age, Ms. Montes
says she knew she would be a teacher.
While a student at Rutgers Univer-
sity, she says she volunteered at a
soup kitchen
where she would
sit with youngsters
on their way to af-
ternoon kindergar-
ten after a meal.
Upon graduation
from Rutgers in
1988, Montes de-
cided to devote her
considerable pas-
sion for education
to students she
“felt needed the
most assistance,”
teaching in an el-
ementary school
in Newark.

After taking time off to raise her
four children (all of whom are
Tamaques alumni and three of whom
are now in college with plans to fol-
low in their mother’s footsteps to
work in education), Ms. Montes be-
came a second grade teacher at
Tamaques in 2009. Two years later,
she “joined the first grade team and
have been there joyfully ever since.”

In nominating Ms. Montes, one
parent praises the first grade teacher
for “instilling a love of school and
learning” in her child. “Ms. Montes
really understands and knows my
son,” the parent writes in a nomi-
nating letter. “As a parent, I deeply
appreciate this and trust that she
always has his best interests at
heart.”

Another parent, who is also an
educator, notes Ms. Montes’s tra-
dition of leaving a hand-painted
seashell and a special note at the
doorstep of each of her incoming
first grade students.  “Ms. Montes
is one of the most passionate, hard-
working, loving and child-centered
teachers I have ever met,” says this
parent in another nominating let-
ter. “Her kind and loving demeanor
and the energy she brings each and
every day should not go unnoticed.”

“I am proud to be considered a

positive presence in the lives of my
students, their families and within
our Tamaques family,” says Ms.
Montes. “I do embrace each and
every teachable moment and there
is a true sense of celebration of our
learning in my classroom.”

Paying a surprise visi t  to
Montes’s classroom on April 30
Superintendent Margaret Dolan
and Tamaques principal David
Duelks personally congratulated
Ms. Montes on becoming the 26th
recipient of the Philhower Fellow-
ship.

Ms. Dolan briefly explained the
nomination process to the first

graders. “Every
year, we ask stu-
dents, parents,
and other people
to write about the
good things our
e l e m e n t a r y
teachers do each
day. Then a com-
mittee chooses
one teacher to
win this award.
Guess who was
selected this
year?,” Ms.
Dolan asked as
the students

broke into applause at the news.
“Ms. Montes has the unique abil-

ity of making every child she comes
in contact with feel special, cared
for and loved,” says Mr. Duelks.
“All of Tamaques is excited and
proud to honor Ms. Montes in re-
ceiving this well-deserved recog-
nition.”

Ms. Montes says she feels
“humbled and honored” by this rec-
ognition but she says “I am not at
all unique in terms of my dedica-
tion and efforts as a teacher.”

“I absolutely share this incred-
ible honor with every single col-
league as we work with the same
shared vision within ‘the best gig
ever,’ as I like to say,” Ms. Montes
adds with a smile.

The Philhower Fellowship was
established in 1993 by the Rotary
Club to honor former Westfield
Rotarian Charles Philhower and to
recognize the importance of teach-
ing in the elementary grades.  An
educator for more than 50 years,
Charles Philhower, who died in
1962, was supervising principal
(superintendent) of Westfield
schools for three decades as well
as co-founder and past president of
the Rotary Club of Westfield.

CRANFORD – Union County
College’s President Margaret M.
McMenamin was one of 35 college
presidents from throughout the na-
tion to receive a Phi Theta Kappa
(PTK) Shirley B. Gordon Award of
Distinction during PTK Catalyst
2018, the Society’s annual conven-
tion, in Kansas City, Missouri, held
from April 19 to 21.

The award honors college presi-
dents who have demonstrated out-
standing effort toward promoting
the goals of PTK. The award is
named in honor of the late Shirley
B. Gordon, longtime chair of the
PTK Board of Directors and presi-
dent emeritus of Highline College
in Washington.

Phi Theta Kappa is the premiere
honor society recognizing the aca-
demic achievement of students at
associate degree-granting colleges
and helping them to grow as schol-
ars and leaders. The Society is made
up of more than 3.5 million mem-
bers and nearly 1,300 chapters in
nine nations. Union has an active
PTK chapter with 321 members. In
order to qualify for membership, a
student must have at least a 3.5
grade point average and have com-
pleted 12 credits.

“We are incredibly proud of Dr.
McMenamin for being acknowl-
edged on a national level. She is a
champion not only of the College as
a whole but undoubtedly of PTK

and the wonderful students in this
organization who display such
graceful leadership and service to
the school and community,” stated
Union County College Board of
Trustees Chair Victor M. Richel.

Sawyer Graduates Univ.
Of Nebraska-Lincoln

LINCOLN, Nebr. –  Megan Saw-
yer of Cranford was among nearly
3,200 graduates who received de-
grees from the University of Ne-
braska-Lincoln during commence-
ment exercises May 4 and 5.

Ms. Sawyer earned a Master of
Science from the Office of Gradu-
ate Studies.

Frank Inducted Into
Marketing Honor Soc.
SCRANTON, Penn. – Marissa

Frank of Cranford was among the
25 University of Scranton students
inducted into Mu Kappa Tao, the
national honor society for market-
ing. The national honor society was
founded in 1966 to recognize schol-
arship and high academic accom-
plishment among marketing stu-
dents. The University's chapter of
the honor society was established in
2016.

Ms. Frank is a senior pursing a
marketing degree at the Jesuit Uni-
versity.

Phillhower Fellowship Winner Mary
Montes with her Tamaques first grade
class.

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

NOTICE OF SALE OF PROPERTY FOR NONPAYMENT OF TAXES,
ASSESSMENTS AND/OR OTHER MUNICIPAL LIENS

Public notice is hereby given that I, Colleen M. Huehn, Collector of Taxes of the Borough
of Fanwood, County of Union will sell at public auction on Tuesday,  June 26, 2018 in the
Mayor and Council chambers at the Borough Municipal Building, 75 North Martine
Avenue, Fanwood, New Jersey at 9:00 o’clock in the morning or at such later time and
place to which said sale may be adjourned, all of the several lots and parcels of land
assessed to the respective persons whose names are set opposite each respective
parcel as the owner thereof for the total amount of municipal liens chargeable against said
lands respectively, in accordance with N.J.S.A. 54:5-1, et seq. as computed to the 26th
day of June 2018.

Take further notice that the hereinafter described lands will be sold for the amount of
municipal liens chargeable against each parcel of said land assessed as one parcel,
together with interest and costs to the date of the sale. Said lands will be sold at the lowest
rate of interest bid, not to exceed 18%. Payment for said parcels shall be made prior to
the conclusion of the sale in the form of cash, certified check or money order or other
method previously approved by the Tax Collector or the property will be resold. Properties
for which there are no other purchasers shall be struck off and sold to the Borough of
Fanwood at an interest rate of 18%.

At any time before the sale I will accept payment of the amount due on any property with
interest and costs. Payments must be in the form of cash, certified check or money order.

Industrial properties may be subject to the Spill Compensation and Control Act
(N.J.S.A. 58-10-23.11 et seq.), the Water Pollution Control Act (N.J.S.A. 58-:10A-1 et
seq.) and the Industrial Site Recovery Act (N.J.S.A. 13:1K-6 et seq.) In addition, the
municipality is precluded from issuing a tax sale certificate to any prospective purchaser
who is or may be in any way connected to the prior owner or operator of the site.

In the event that the owner of the property is on Active Duty in the Military Service, the
Tax Collector should be notified immediately.

The lands to be sold are described in accordance with the last tax duplicate as follows:

BLK LOT OWNER NAME PROPERTY LOCATION TOTAL
24 9.01 FELA, DEBRA 167 Pleasant Avenue 13,674.11
28 5 HERRMANN, JOHN ET ALL 168 Midway Avenue 12,558.48
48 18 J A M ENHANCEMENT LLC 54 Stewart Place 7,974.42
49 15 CHRISTIANA TRUST TR 353 Terrill Road 752.45
56 16 QUALIFIED FLIPS 71 La Grande Avenue 8,398.70
71 20 KLUCKAS, LUCILLE C 14 Rainier Road 11,706.08
78 24 WHITE, MATTHEW D 493 Terrill Road 5,792.82
86 4 MILEWITS, MARTIN M 71 Second Street 819.84
121 1 MINDO, JEFFREY A & CYNTHIA 56 Trenton Avenue 412.97

Colleen M. Huehn
Collector of Taxes

4 T - 5/31, 6/07, 6/14, 6/21/18, The Times Fee: $301.92

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

NOTICE OF MEETING DATE CHANGE

PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
that the Township Council of the Township
of Scotch Plains has changed the date of
their August 7, 2018 Conference/Busi-
ness Meeting. The previously scheduled
meetings of:

August 7, 2018 has been changed to
August 6, 2018. Meeting start time is 7:00
p.m.; Council Chambers

The meetings will be held in the Council
Chambers of the Scotch Plains Municipal
Building, 430 Park Avenue, Scotch Plains,
New Jersey.

The Township of Scotch Plains does not
discriminate against persons with disabili-
ties. Those individuals requiring auxiliary
aids and services where necessary must
notify the ADA Coordinator of the Town-
ship of Scotch Plains at least seventy-two
(72) hours in advance of the meeting.

BOZENA LACINA
Municipal Clerk

1 T - 5/31/18, The Times Fee: $23.46

PUBLIC NOTICE
SCOTCH PLAINS-FANWOOD

BOARD OF EDUCATION
NOTICE OF MEETINGS

(IN COMPLIANCE WITH OPEN
PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT – CHAPTER
231) *ADDENDUM TO REGULARLY

SCHEDULED MEETINGS*

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of
Education will meet in Executive Session
on Monday, June 18, 2018 at 6:30 p.m. for
the Superintendent Review. Meeting will
take place in the Administration Bldg., 512
Cedar Street, Scotch Plains.

No action will be taken.
1 T - 5/31/18, The Times Fee: $14.28

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

The Board of Adjustment of the Town
of Westfield, New Jersey will meet on
June 11, 2018, in the Council Chambers
at the Municipal Building, 425 East Broad
Street, Westfield, New Jersey at 7:30 p.m.
to hear and consider the following appeals
for bulk (c) and/or (d) variance relief from
requirements of the Westfield Land Use
Ordinance.

Mark Dow, 247 Prospect Street. Appli-
cant is seeking approval to install a six-foot
fence in the front yard contrary to Section
12.07C of the Land Use Ordinance. Ordi-
nance allows a maximum fence height of
four feet in the front yard. Proposed is 6
feet.

AHS Hospital Corp., 138-142 Central
Avenue. Applicant is seeking preliminary
& final major site plan approval to permit
medical offices on the first floor in the CBD
Zone contrary to Sections 11.25A3 and
17.02C5a & 17.02C7c of the Land Use
Ordinance. Ordinance allows professional
offices and health care services on the
second & third floor only. Proposed is a
medical office use on the first floor. Ordi-
nance requires 60 off-street parking
spaces. Proposed are 33 parking spaces.

David & Sarann Wood, 157
Brightwood. Applicants are seeking ap-
proval to raise the existing walls on the
west elevation and extend the roof line
contrary to Section 11.08E5 of the Land
Use Ordinance. Ordinance requires a mini-
mum front yard setback of 40 feet. Pro-
posed is 18.6 feet.

Lucy & Daniel Biegler, 908 Cranford
Avenue. Applicants are seeking approval
to construct an addition contrary to Section
11.07E7, 12.04E1, 12.04F1, 12.04F2,
12.04F3, and 13.02C2 of the Land Use
Ordinance. Ordinance requires a minimum
rear yard setback of 35 feet. Proposed is
28 feet (22.5 feet to the deck). Ordinance
allows a maximum floor area ratio of 32%.
Proposed is 34.66%. Ordinance allows a
maximum building coverage of 20%. Pro-
posed is 21%. Ordinance allows a maxi-
mum building coverage with a deck of
22%. Proposed is 24.2%. Ordinance al-
lows a maximum building coverage with a
porch of 24%. Proposed is 24.5%. Ordi-
nance requires a minimum rear yard set-
back for a deck of 25 feet. Proposed 22.5
feet.

Variances, waivers or exceptions from
certain site plan details or relief from re-
quirements may be sought as appropriate.
Plans and application are on file in the
office of the Town Engineer, 959 North
Avenue West, Westfield, New Jersey and
may be seen Monday through Friday from
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Linda Jacus
Board Secretary

1 T - 5/31/18, The Leader Fee: $58.14

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD
CRANFORD, NEW JERSEY

ORDINANCE NO. 2018-09

BOND ORDINANCE TO AU-
THORIZE THE MAKING OF
VARIOUS PUBLIC IMPROVE-
MENTS AND THE ACQUISI-
TION OF NEW ADDITIONAL
OR REPLACEMENT EQUIP-
MENT AND MACHINERY,
NEW COMMUNICATION AND
SIGNAL SYSTEMS EQUIP-
MENT, NEW INFORMATION
TECHNOLOGY EQUIPMENT
AND A NEW FIRE ENGINE
AND NEW AUTOMOTIVE VE-
HICLES, INCLUDING ORIGI-
NAL APPARATUS AND
EQUIPMENT, IN, BY AND FOR
THE TOWNSHIP OF
CRANFORD, IN THE COUNTY
OF UNION, STATE OF NEW
JERSEY, TO APPROPRIATE
THE SUM OF $4,565,500 TO
PAY THE COST THEREOF,
TO APPROPRIATE VARIOUS
GRANTS, TO MAKE A DOWN
PAYMENT, TO AUTHORIZE
THE ISSUANCE OF BONDS
TO FINANCE SUCH APPRO-
PRIATION AND TO PROVIDE
FOR THE ISSUANCE OF
BOND ANTICIPATION NOTES
IN ANTICIPATION OF THE
ISSUANCE OF SUCH BONDS.

STATEMENT

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the
foregoing ordinance was finally passed at
a meeting of the Township Committee of
the Township of Cranford, New Jersey on
May 22, 2018.

Patricia Donahue
Municipal Clerk

1 T - 5/31/18, The Leader Fee: $38.76

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
that a quorum of the members of the Scotch
Plains Township Council, Planning Board
and Zoning Board of Adjustment may be in
attendance at the Town Hall to Discuss
Forced Overdevelopment and Legisla-
tive Solutions on June 12, 2018 – 7:00
p.m. The Town Hall will be held in the
Town Council Chambers, 430 Park Av-
enue, Scotch Plains, New Jersey 07076.

No formal action will be taken by the
Township Council, Planning Board or Zon-
ing Board of Adjustment at this meeting.

BOZENA LACINA
Municipal Clerk

1 T - 5/31/18, The Times Fee: $15.81
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Every spacious apartment features a large master bedroom, 
an impressive kitchen package, and upscale fl ooring and 
cabinetry. All within walking distance of fabulous restaurants 
and shops, and the Garwood train station. 

 Open and airy fl oorplans 
 Outside terraces
 Full-size washers and dryers

 On-site maintenance
 Private parking

500 North Avenue  Garwood, NJ 07027  866-419-1263  garwoodlofts.com

WORK HARD,
 LIVE RIGHT.

Spectacular, 
open-air loft living — 
just a short walk from 
the train station. 

MONTH
FREE1

MOVEIN 
SPECIAL!*

* Leasing special valid on all applications approved and accepted by 5/31/18. 
For units with a move-in by 5/31 only. One month free on a 13-month lease.

Beth Sullivan, Sales Associate 

President’s Council 2011-2018                 

NJ  Realtors Circle of Excellence Award   

Global Luxury Specialist  

Cell: 908-578-3812

Beth.Sullivan@cbmoves.com

960 Lawrence Avenue, Westfield   

Open House | Sunday, June 3 | 1-4 pm  

All information deemed reliable but not guaranteed. Subject to errors and omissions. 

©2018 Coldwell Banker® Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker® Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT 
LLC. If your property is listed with a real estate broker, please disregard. It is not our intention to solicit the offerings of other real estate brokers. 

Offered at $869,900
www.960LawrenceAvenue.com

     Westfield West | 600 North Avenue W, Westfield, NJ | 908-233-0065 

Westfield Historical Society
Presents Afternoon of Music, Dance

BEST FRIENDS...Following the success of their 2018 Tour of Notable Homes and other projects, the Friends of New Jersey
Festival Orchestra (NJFO), the fund-raising and social arm of the NJFO, recently donated over $30,000 to fund future NJFO
concerts and outreach programs. Pictured, from left to right, are: Kimberley Schoenknect, Friends’ President; David Wroe,
NJFO Music Director; Keith Hertell, President NJFO Board of Directors; Nicole Dossin and Regina Kelley, 2018 Home Tour
leaders. Not pictured, Michelle Pierce, 2018 Home Tour co-chair.

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Historical society is organizing a
second annual Music and Dance
event on the front lawn of the Reeve
house. The Westfield-home grown
band “Save Mary”, along with
dancers and instructors from the
Westfield-based Fred Astaire stu-
dio will show off their talents. Af-
terwards, the audience will be in-
vited to try out various steps,
guided by teachers and advanced
students.

All ages are invited to celebrate
the end of the spring and welcome
the summer in style on Sunday,
June 3 from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. The
Reeve House is located at 314
Mountain Avenue, Westfield. Tick-
ets are $10 for adults, free for chil-
dren under five. Admission in-
cludes complimentary light refresh-

ments. Delicious baked goods will
be on sale.

There is no rain-date, so please

Westfield Teacher Receives
Library Friends Scholarship

call the society for inclement
weather information at (908) 654-
1794.

WESTFIELD – Rachel Kennedy,
library media specialist at Franklin
School in Westfield, has been named
the recipient of a scholarship awarded
by the Friends of Westfield Memorial
Library. The monies will be used for
Kennedy to enroll in a Rutgers graduate
course focused on writing proposals
and managing grant projects.

Ms. Kennedy says she hopes to fol-
low up her coursework by seeking fund-
ing to enhance learning for Franklin

students and to share her knowledge
with colleagues.

Franklin School Principal Eileen
Cambria calls Kennedy an innovative
teacher who “has transformed our li-
brary program by infusing the most
current technology into her instruction.”

The Friends of the Library’s scholar-
ship program provides support for indi-
viduals enrolled in undergraduate and
graduate courses tied to current or fu-
ture library work.

Junior Musical Club to Present
Annual Graduation Recital

MUSICAL GRADUATION CELEBRATION...High school seniors will perform in their graduation recital for the Junior
Musical Club on Wednesday, June 6, 7:30 p.m. are pictured from left to right: Daniel Shenker, alto sax; Marisa Li, cello;
Victoria Tian, flute; Mira Yang, viola; Divya Narayanan, flutist; Samantha Sprechman, soprano; Ethan Marmolejos, tuba;
and Suraj Chandran (not pictured).

WESTFIELD – The Junior Musical
Club of Westfield will hold its annual
Graduation Recital at the First Baptist
Church, 170 Elm Street, Westfield, on
Wednesday, June 6, at 7:30 p.m. The
concert is open to the public free of
charge. The recital celebrates high
school seniors in the club about to leave
for college. Among the seniors per-
forming will be:

Violinist Suraj Chandran, graduat-
ing from the Wardlaw-Hartridge School,
will present J. S. Bach's Violin Sonata,
no. 1, BWV 1001, Movements 1. Ada-
gio, 2. Fugue, and 4. Presto. He has
studied violin under Ms. Debra
Biderman; at Wardlaw-Hartridge, his
teachers were Mr. Rick Fontaine, band,
and Mrs. Sharon Byrne, choir. Suraj
plays violin for the Greater Newark
Academy Orchestra. He will be attend-
ing the University of Pennsylvania.

Cellist Marisa Li, graduating from
Westfield High School, will perform
Gabriel Fauré's Élégie, Op.24, and
Camille Saint-Saëns' "The Swan" from
The Carnival of the Animals. She has
studied with Leo Wang, and also with
Craig Stanton of Westfield High School
and has been President of the Westfield
High School Orchestras.

Marisa has played with the New Jer-
sey Symphony Orchestra's Academy

Orchestra, the Westfield High School
Chamber Orchestra, and the Music from
China Youth Orchestra, including a per-
formance at Carnegie Hall.

Ms. Li was invited to the 2018 Con-
ference on National Affairs and re-
ceived a PSAT Commendation. She
will attend Bentley University, Waltham
M.A., majoring in Computer Informa-
tion Systems and Economics-Finance.

Tuba player Ethan Marmolejos,
graduating from Watchung Hills Re-
gional High School, will perform Walter
S. Hartley's Suite for Unaccompanied
Tuba, movements 1. Intrada, 2. Valse,
3. Air, and 4. Galop. He will be joined
by Suraj Chandran, violin, to play P.D.Q.
Bach's The Only Piece Ever Written for
Violin and Tuba. He currently studies
with Joseph Eggebeen of Bedminster.

During Ethan's high school career,
he has participated in the Central Jersery
Regional and the New Jersey All-State
Music Educators Association en-
sembles and the National Association
for Music Education All-Eastern en-
semble, along with the New Jersey
Youth Symphony. He is also a recipient
of the 2018 Governor's Award in Arts
Education.

Ethan will be attending Carnegie
Mellon University in the fall with a
major in music performance.

Flutist Victoria Tian, graduating from
the Union County Academy for Allied
Health Sciences, will play Camille
Saint-Saëns' Romance in D major on
the flute accompanied by Beverly Shea,
piano.

Ms. Tian studied piano under Mr.
Frank Tedeschi and flute under Mrs.
Flora Pollack and has been a member
of the New Jersey Youth Symphony's
Flute Forum ensemble and Fortissimo
Flutes ensemble, as well as the flutist
for the Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School Moonglowers, a jazz band that
garnered first place in the state. Victoria
received first class honors with distinc-
tion and the highest score in the tri-state
area on the Level 7 Royal Conservatory
of Music Flute Exam.

Outside of music, Ms. Tian was a
Health Occupations Students of
America (HOSA) event medalist,
National Merit Finalist, an AXA
Achievement Scholarship winner
and a 2017 New Jersey Scholar. She
will be attending Cornell University,
majoring in Global and Public Health
Sciences.

The concert will be followed by a
reception to greet the artists, to con-
gratulate them on their success in high
school, and to offer them every good
wish as they start their university years.
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l'ennemi du journaliste

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Bright flames must have been
tailing off senior Brenna Dolan’s
pitches because the opposing
batters just seemed to be
blinded and unable to get a
good bat on the ball during the
North Jersey, Section 2, Group
3 Tournament between the
fourth-seeded Cranford High
School softball team and the
fifth-seeded Ferris Bulldogs at
Adams Field in Cranford on May
23. Dolan struck out 13 Bull-
dogs, allowed just four soft

singles and walked none in a 6-
1 Cougar victory.

“Er in [Schwerdtfeger —
catcher] and the umpire, we
were really focusing on those
outside, slightly off the plate
strikes. We were taking advan-
tage of everything whether the
batter was crowding the plate,
really using strategy today. I
was calmer and I really trust
my infield to stop them behind
me,” Dolan said.

The 11-8 Cougars totaled
eight hits, which included a pair
of doubles and a colossal home

run. Erin Schwerdtfeger (2-for-
3) doubled and scored on her
first at-bat and tapped an RBI
single in her second at-bat. In
her third at-bat, however, she
was caught off guard with a
high riser.

“Oh gosh! She was throwing a
good game. She was locating
really well. She threw me high
and inside. I saw the pitch in
the beginning before it broke.
It looked beautiful. As it got
closer, not so pretty. I tried to
hold but I  fa i led,”
Schwerdtfeger confessed.

Her two hits though were

pretty.
“What I like to do with outside

pitches is go opposite field, so
right field got some action.
What I have been working on a
lot is hitting the outside and
making every pitch work, so I
was proud to hit that to right

field. With the other one, I was
protecting with two strikes and
lined to center,” Schwerdtfeger
explained.

Mia Markase singled twice and
had an RBI, Taylor Reitzel
singled and scored once, Eliza-
beth McCaffery singled and Julia
Lufano scored once. Sarah
Gluck drilled an RBI double and
Dolan emphatically helped her
own cause by slamming a two-
run home run.

Candida Rodrigues looped a
soft single over first base in the
top of the second inning but no
damage was done to home plate
by the Lady Bulldogs. But in
the Cougar second,
Schwerdtfeger hooked her
leadoff double to right and
scored on Markase’s hard single

DOLAN FANS 13, WALKS NONE, BLASTS SOLO HOMER; SCHWERDTFEGER, GLUCK CLICK ON OFFENSE

Lady Cougars Stop Ferris, 6-1, in Sectional Softball Quarters
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down the right field line.
The Cranford third inning,

however, told the tale. After
Reitzel slashed a leadoff single
to right, Gluck sparked a four-
run inning with her long RBI
double to right-center.

“The first at-bat I had, I was
not hitting the outside pitch
cleanly, so I wanted to hit the
first pitch, nice cut and I was
just happy to hit a nice drive
down the line,” Gluck said.

Like Schwerdtfeger, Gluck has
shown her aggressiveness on
the base paths, especially in
the past several games.

“I love stealing and I love
sliding. My goal is to make the
other team stupid but it’s fun
to run,” Gluck answered.

Schwerdtfeger followed Gluck

with an RBI single up the middle
then Dolan put everyone in a
“stand and watch” mode with
her two-run shot well over the
centerfield fence.

“The first time at bat I got a
pop fly. I knew that she was
throwing the first pitch right in

my sweet spot. I waited until I
saw my pitch then I took ad-
vantage,” Dolan revealed.

It was not the first home run
for Dolan. “I hit one against
Clark on Senior Night about a
week ago. I always look to get a
base hit, move runners and put
them into scoring position. And
if I stay relaxed and put it on the
right part of the bat, I can drive
it pretty well,” she said.

Dolan’s only mound difficulty
came in the fifth inning. Desiree
Rivera beat out a leadoff infield
single. Dolan fanned the next
batter but Maria Montes
plopped a single over first and
Victoria Navarro loaded the
bases with a grounder over third
base. Angie Navarro’s grounder
resulted in a fielder’s choice

with nobody being called out as
Rivera scored Ferris’ only run.
Dolan got the next batter to
pop up to second then recorded
a strikeout for the third out.

“Heart rate raised slightly but
with a couple of timeouts and a
meeting, we got our minds back
on track and got out of the
situation we needed to get out
of,” Dolan said.

“Being behind the plate with
her I saw she was comfortable
with her pitches. We had a solid
warm-up and for the most part,
everything was working when
it needed to. I think Brenna
was also confident with the
team behind her,” said

Schwerdtfeger.
“I have been playing with

Brenna since I was little and
she has always been a great
pitcher, especially this season
and especially today. She’s
been locating her pitches very
well. I am glad to have her on
the mound,” Gluck added.

The Cougar’s final run came
in the fifth. Lufano reached first
and advanced to second as a
result of a throwing error. Next
she sped to third on a wild pitch
then scored when Reitzel’s
grounder was mishandled.

Next, the Cougars were to
face top-seeded, No. 6
Middletown North in the semi-
finals on May 25.
Ferris 000 010 0 1
Cranford 014 100 x 6

Cranford Lady Cougars Stop Ferris, 6-1, in North Jersey, Section 2, Group 3 Softball
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Raider Boys Fourth, Westfield Girls Sixth at Section 2, Group 4, Track & Field
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Raider Boys 4th, WF Girls 6th at Section 2, Group 4, Track – photos by Dale Horton
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Blue Devils Bump P-burg, 4-3, in 8 Innings in North 2, Group 4 Quarterfinals
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Westfield Edges Cranford Cougars, 10-8, in Memorial Day 11U Tournament
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Distinguished guests, coaches,
senior athletes, fellow Boosters,
parents and friends — Good
evening.

Tonight, it is my privilege to
present the Booster “Student-Ath-
lete” awards – a tradition that
began in 1968, when only one
scholarship was awarded.

Tonight, a record 31 scholar-
ships will be presented.

These student athlete scholar-
ship awards are being presented
in honor of, and in memory of,
coaches, athletes and Boosters
and on behalf of local sports orga-
nizations.

Some scholarships are funded
by the Boosters Organization it-
self. Others have been funded in
whole or in part by; The Friends of
Westfield Track, John Bennett,
The family of Toni Bristol, The
family of Greta Schoenemann, The
friends and family of Marge and
Bob Brewster, The John Byrne
family, The Westfield Baseball
League, The Girls Softball League
of Westfield, The Westfield Bas-
ketball Association, The Westfield
PAL, The Westfield Wrestling Foun-
dation, The Friends of Girls La-
crosse, The family of Deborah
Tuohy, The Lessner family, The
Tresnan family, The McLane fam-
ily, The Wilt Family, The Family of
Jake Tooley, The Westfield High
School Class of 1964, and an
anonymous booster donor who
has provided funding toward the

scholarships in honor of Peter
Houlihan.

Earlier this year, Westfield
Booster Scholarship applications
were delivered to the high school
athletic office, which made them
available to every senior athlete
at Westfield High School.

A scholarship committee, which
consisted of Bret Cummings, Bill
Taylor, Gary Fox, Jeff Bryk, Paul
Friel, and myself, evaluated the
candidates based on the informa-
tion received from the athletes
themselves, the Guidance depart-
ment, and Supervisor of Athlet-
ics-Sandy Mamary, who also re-
viewed all the applications.

The selection criteria consisted
of: athletic achievement, scho-
lastic performance, and leader-
ship qualities, with achievement
given the most emphasis. Finan-
cial need was not a consideration,
although we hope that the funds
will be of assistance to the recipi-
ents as they begin their college
careers.

On behalf of the entire commit-
tee, I would like to thank the
Westfield Boosters Organization,
the Westfield High School coaches,
the High School guidance counse-
lors, and the High School athletic
department, especially Erin Mone,
for all of their help in the selection
process.

I would also like to thank Joe
DeRosa, who coordinated the pro-
duction of the plaques that the

honorees will receive to com-
memorate their awards, and Joe
Barmakian, the Chairman of the
Dinner Committee who coordi-
nated everything else here to-
night.

It was not an easy task to choose
the winners from such a large and
deserving group of student ath-
letes, but we tried to do our best
in selecting these exceptional
scholar athletes.

As I announce the scholarships,
I ask that the presenter or pre-
senters come forward and stand
to my right. As I announce the
scholarship winner, I ask the stu-
dent–athlete to come forward to
receive the award from the pre-
senter.  I also ask the recipient
and the presenter to remain at the
front of the room as I share the
highlights of the student’s accom-
plishments that earned them the
award. Parents, feel free to take a
picture at this time if you would
like.

The first award will be the Walter
L. Clarkson Honorary Award, and
it will be presented by Bill Baton,
the 2nd Vice-President of the Boost-
ers. The Walter L. Clarkson Hon-
orary award is presented by the
Friends of Westfield Track to honor
the memory of Walt Clarkson, the
renowned coach of Westfield cross
country and track teams, and it is
given each year to a member of
one of Westfield High School’s
cross country or track teams.

This year’s winner of The Walter
L. Clarkson Honorary Award is
Matthew Meusal. Matt is the son
of Kim Schumacher and Bob
Meusal. Matt earned 10 varsity
letters–4 in cross country, 2 in
winter track, and 4 in spring track.
He was a captain of the cross-
country team, the winter track
team, and the spring track team.
After the 2017 cross-country sea-
son, he was named to the All-
Conference team, was first team
All-County, and third team All
Group 4. In the 2017 winter track
season, he placed 2nd in the Union
County Championship for the 1600
meters and took 5th place in the
sectionals for the 1600 meter.

Matt is a member of the Na-
tional Honor Society, a transition
Leader and a Peer Minister at St.
Helens. Matt will attend Boston
University in the fall.

Congratulations Matt.
The next award, the Alumni

Scholarship, is funded jointly by
the Westfield School Boosters
Association and John and Faith
Bennett. John is a former presi-
dent of the Westfield Boosters,
and the Bennett daughters Claire
(2008), Julie (2006), and Ali
(2003) graduated from Westfield
High School, where they partici-
pated in varsity athletics. Tonight,
the award will be presented by
Bret Cummings, Chairman of the
Scholarship Committee, on be-
half of the Bennett family.

This year’s winner of the Alumni
Scholarship is Jacob Dayon. Jake
is the son of Heather and Don
Dayon. Jake earned 4 varsity let-
ters, 3 in football and 1 in Spring
Track. Jake was a captain of the
three-time state championship
football team and selected first
team all division and 2nd team all-
area, along with honorable men-
tion All-State by News 12 varsity.

Off the field, Jake is a member of
the National Honor Society and
the National Chinese honor soci-
ety. He is also a member of the
Mandarin Club and the young re-
publicans club. Jake will attend
the University of Oklahoma in the
fall, where he will be part of the
Army ROTC program.

Congratulations Jake.
The Toni Bristol Honorary Award

will be presented by George
Kapner, the coach of the varsity
boy’s tennis team and the
winningest coach in WHS History.
This award is given to honor Toni
Bristol, a long-time volunteer
coach in boy’s lacrosse, girls soc-
cer and girls basketball at
Westfield High School.

This year’s winner of the Toni
Bristol Honorary Award is Katie
Encinas. Katie is the daughter of
Ann and Dave Encinas. Katie
earned 4 varsity letters in golf and
was captain of the golf team in her
junior and senior year. She earned

Matt Meusel Jake Dayon Katharine Encinas Shea Elliott Spencer Weigand

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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2nd team all-county honors as a
junior and helped the team to a
conference championship.

Katie is a member of the Na-
tional Honor Society, the National
Spanish Honor Society and the
distinguished Honor Role. She is
also a peer minister and a youth
member of the pastoral council at
Holy Trinity. Katie will attend the
University of Richmond in the fall.

Congratulations Katie.
The next award is the Gary Kehler

Award, which will be presented by
Coach Kehler’s son Doug. This
award is given by the Westfield
Boosters in memory of Gary
Kehler, Westfield High School’s
“Hall of Fame” former Athletic
Director, football coach, wrestling
coach and golf coach.

This year’s winner of the Gary
Kehler Award is Shea Elliot. Shea
is the son of Elke and Ralph Elliott.
Shea earned three varsity letters
in football and one in lacrosse. He
was a captain of the three-time
State Championship Football
Team. As a senior, Shea was se-
lected 1st Team All-Conference,
2nd team All-Area, Honorable Men-
tion News 12 All-State and was a
member of the Super 100 team.

Shea is a member of the Na-
tional Honor Society, the distin-
guished honor roll and received
the Latin Seal of Biliteracy. He is
a Special Olympics coach and a
flag football coach. Shea will at-
tend the University of Chicago in
the fall where he plans to continue
his outstanding football career.

Congratulations Shea.

The next award is the Jack Mar-
tin Spirit Award, and the award
will be presented by Chris Tafelski,
the coach of the Westfield High
School boys’ cross-country, win-
ter track and spring track teams.
This scholarship is given by the
Friends of Westfield Track in honor
of legendary Westfield High School
cross-country and track coach Jack
Martin, who began his service as
a Westfield coach in 1972. The
award is given to a male runner
who exemplifies the spirit, com-
mitment, and achievement evi-
denced by Jack Martin’s long and
distinguished service to the Boy’s
Cross-Country, Winter Track and
Spring Track programs.

The winner of the Jack Martin
Spirit Award is Spencer Weigand.
Spencer is the son of Suzanne and
Christian Weigand. Spencer
earned 11 varsity letters – four in
cross-country, three in winter
track, and four in spring track. He
was also a captain of the winter
and spring track teams. In cross-
country, Spencer received 1st team
All-County recognition as a senior
and 2nd team All-County a junior.
After the indoor season this year,
he was 1st team All-County, placed
2nd in the sectional 800, took 3rd

place in the Group IV 800 and a 4th

place in the 800 at the Meet of
Champions.

Spencer is an Eagle Scout as
well as a Scout scholar athlete.
Spencer will attend Case Western
Reserve University, where he will
continue to run track and cross-
country.

Congratulations Spencer.
The next award is the Thom

Hornish Achievement Award, and
it will be presented by Donna
Hornish. This award is given by
the Friends of Westfield Track in
memory of legendary Westfield
High School cross-country and
track coach Thom Hornish, who
began his service as a Westfield
coach in 1973. The award is given
to a female runner who exempli-
fies the spirit, commitment, sense
of community and team, and
achievement as evidenced by
Thom Hornish’s long and distin-
guished service to the Girls’ Cross-
Country, Winter Track and Spring
Track programs.

The winner of the Thom Hornish
Achievement Award is Mia Melao.
Mia is the daughter of Mari and
Ron Melao. Mia earned 11 varsity
letters - 4 in cross-country, 1 in
basketball, 2 in winter track, and
4 in spring track. She was a cap-
tain of the winter and spring track
teams and was Most Valuable
Senior of the cross-country team.

In cross country, Mia was 1st

team All-Conference and 1st team
All-County, 2nd team All-Group
IV, set Greystone Park School
Record as well as a Holmdel Park
School Record. In winter track,
she was 3rd team All-County and
set a school record in the Distance
Medley Relay.

Mia is a distinguished honor roll
student, a member of the Na-
tional Honor Society and a recipi-
ent of the AP scholar award. She
is a transition leader, a peer min-

ister and a volunteer for the Catho-
lic Heart work camp. Mia plans to
attend the School of Nursing at
Fairfield University where she will
continue to run cross-country.

Congratulations Mia.
The next two awards are the

Peter Houlihan Memorial Awards.
These awards will be presented
by Boomer Wertheimer, the as-
sistant coach of the boys lacrosse
team and friend of Peter Houlihan’s
son, Tim. These two scholarships
are funded by an anonymous
Westfield Booster, as well as by
the Westfield School Boosters
Association itself. They are given
to a male and female student
athlete to honor the late Peter
Houlihan, a past member of the
Boosters and a “tireless worker on
behalf of the youth of Westfield.”

This year’s female recipient of
the Peter Houlihan Memorial
Award is Sydney Paoletti. Sydney
is the daughter of Kara and Doug
Paoletti. Sydney earned 4 varsity
letters in lacrosse and is a captain
of the lacrosse team. Sydney re-
ceived Honorable Mention All-Con-
ference as a junior and was an
Under-Armour 150 All-Star.  Un-
fortunately, her senior season has
been cut short due to tear of her
ACL.

Sydney is distinguished honor
roll student who maintains a 4.0
GPA. She is a member of the
National Honor Society and the
French Honor Society. She is a
youth lacrosse coach, a transition
group leader and a volunteer at
Children’s Specialized hospital.

Sydney will attend Columbia
University in the fall where she
will continue her lacrosse career.

Congratulations Sydney.
The male recipient of this year’s

Peter Houlihan Memorial award is
Mark Walter. Mark is the son of
Lois and Chris Walter. Mark earned
3 varsity letters in soccer; he was
a captain of the soccer team and
he was voted the team’s Most
Valuable Senior. Mark was first
team All-County in both his junior
and senior seasons; In his senior
year, he was selected 1st team All-
Group IV, 1st Team All-State, Union
County Player of the Year and
voted top 48 players in NJ.

Mark is a volunteer at the St.
Joseph’s soup kitchen and a mem-
ber of the Junior Optimist Club as
well as the Dream team. Mark will
attend Muhlenberg College in the
fall, where he will play soccer.

Congratulations Mark.
The Westfield Basketball Asso-

ciation Awards will be presented
by Jim Lane, the Vice-President of
the WBA. These awards are given
on behalf of the Westfield Basket-
ball Association to male and fe-
male varsity basketball players
who have demonstrated good
sportsmanship and leadership on
the basketball court.

The male recipient of the WBA
award is Mark Natiello. Mark is
the son of Eva and Joe Natiello.
Mark earned two varsity letters in
basketball and was a captain of
the team this year. Mark started
in all 22 games and averaged over

Mia Melao Sydney Paoletti Mark Walter Mark Natiello Molly Ryan
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8 pts and almost 4 steals per
game.

Mark is a distinguished honor
roll student and a member of the
National Honor Society.  He is
also a member of the Young Re-
publicans club. Mark will attend
Washington & Lee, where he will
play basketball.

Congratulations Mark.
The female recipient of the WBA

Award is Molly Ryan. Molly is the
daughter of Jackie & Billy Ryan.
Molly earned three varsity letters
in basketball and was a captain of
the basketball team this season.
Molly was invited to play in the NJ
North-South All-Star game. She
holds the WHS career steals record
with 324, she is the 6th all-time
leading scorer with 902 points
and 3rd all time in 3 pointers for a
single season with 43. She was
selected to the Courier News All-
Area 3rd team.

Molly is the President & Histo-
rian of the Italian Club and volun-
teers for the soup kitchen and
food bank in Hillside. Molly will
attend Tufts University in the fall,
where she will continue her bas-
ketball career.

Congratulations Molly.
The next award is the John Byrne

Memorial Scholarship Award. It
will be presented by Owen Brand,
a friend of Mr. Byrne and his
family. This scholarship is pre-
sented by the Byrne family in
memory of John Byrne, a former
varsity athlete at Westfield High
School in the late 1970s, to a male
or female varsity athlete who has

competed in at least two sports.
The recipient must have exhibited
leadership, determination, hustle,
academic achievement, and school
and community involvement.

This year’s winner is Matthew
Rittendale. Matt is the son of Mary
and Pat Rittendale. Matt earned 7
varsity letters – 4 in ice hockey &
3 in lacrosse. He was also a cap-
tain of the ice hockey team this
season.

A Westfield Living Athlete of the
month for April, 2018, Matt led
the hockey team in points this
season. In hockey, he was 2nd

team All-Division in his junior and
senior seasons. He is a member of
the 100 points club and led the
team to a Union County Champi-
onship. Matt has also been a two-
year starter on the boys lacrosse
team and has amassed 72 points
in his lacrosse career.

Matt is a member of the Italian
club, a floor hockey coach for the
Special Olympics and a volunteer
coach for youth lacrosse. This fall,
Matt will attend Miami University
in Oxford, Ohio.

Congratulations Matt.
The next award is the Friends

and Family of Marge and Bob
Brewster Scholarship. Presenting
tonight will be Bob Brewster, the
varsity baseball coach at Westfield
High School. The Brewster schol-
arship is given in honor of long-
time Westfield residents Marge
and the late Bob Brewster, Sr., by
their family and friends. The par-
ents of four former Westfield High
School athletes, the Brewster’s

have been long-time supporters
of the Boosters and the local foot-
ball, basketball, and baseball pro-
grams.

This year’s winner of the
Brewster scholarship is Adam
McDaniel. Adam is the son of Niels
and Fred McDaniel. Adam earned
two varsity letters in football and
3 in basketball. He was a captain
of both the football and basketball
teams and voted the Most Valu-
able Senior of the Basketball team.
Adam was 1st team All-Confer-
ence as a junior & senior in foot-
ball. In his senior season, he was
1st team All-Area, 3rd Team All-
Group V and HM News 12 Varsity
All-State. In basketball, he was
selected to the Courier News All-
Area team.

Adam will attend the University
of New Haven in the fall where he
will play football.

Congratulations Adam.
The Class of 2008 Newman-

Olsen Memorial Award is given by
the Wilt Family to a deserving
varsity football and/or baseball
player with exceptional talent and
demonstrated leadership qualities
as exemplified by Scott Newman
and Justin Olsen during their high
school careers. Joe Barmakian,
tonight’s dinner chairman, will
present the award.

The winner of the Class of 2008
Newman-Olsen Memorial Award
is Jack McCauley. Jack is the son
of Paula & John McCauley. Jack
earned 6 varsity letters – 3in foot-
ball and 3 in lacrosse. He was a
captain of both the football and

lacrosse teams in his senior sea-
sons. After this year’s state cham-
pionship football season, Jack
earned 1st team All-Conference
honors, 2nd team All-Area honors,
and an All-State honorable men-
tion. He was also selected to the
Phil Simms North-South All-Star
game. Jack has also been a two-
year starting goalie for the la-
crosse team and led the team to a
Union County Championship in
his Junior Year.

Off the field, Jack is a youth
basketball coach and a member of
the Latin Club. Jack will attend
Holy Cross in the fall, where he
will continue his football career.

Congratulations Jack.
The Westfield Wrestling Foun-

dation Scholarship is given on
behalf of the Westfield Wrestling
Foundation to a varsity wrestler
who has demonstrated outstand-
ing wrestling ability as well as
leadership and sportsmanship
both on and off the mat. Al
Rabinowitz will present the award
on behalf of the Westfield Wres-
tling Foundation.

The winner of the Westfield
Wrestling Foundation Scholarship
Award is Isaiah Reese. Isaiah is
the son of Lacreasha Taylor. Isaiah
earned 5 varsity letters, 4 in wres-
tling and 1 in football. He was also
a captain of the wrestling team
and placed 2nd in the Union County
tournament in his senior season.
He achieved a record of 43-24
throughout his wrestling career.

Isaiah will attend Union County
College in the fall.

Congratulations Isaiah.
The next award is the Greta

Schoenemann Memorial Scholar-
ship, and it will be presented by
Greta’s father, Robert
Schoenemann. To honor Greta’s
memory, the Boosters, her family
and her friends, have established
a scholarship in her name to be
awarded to a senior girl soccer
player about whom it can be said
– “she was a great teammate.”

This year’s winner of the Greta
Schoenemann Memorial Scholar-
ship is Grace Elliott. Grace is the
daughter of Mary and Rick Elliott.
Grace earned 8 varsity letters, 4
in soccer and 4 in basketball. She
was a captain of both teams this
year and voted the Most Valuable
senior of the basketball team.
She was a three-year varsity
starter in both sports. In soccer,
Grace led the team in goals and
received 1st team All-Conference
and 1st team All County in both her
junior and senior years. She was
also a Star Ledger 1st Team All-
State selection in her senior sea-
son as well as Union County Player
of the Year. In basketball, Grace
was HM All-County in her junior
year and is 5th in all-time steals
and 18th All-Time in scoring.

Grace is a volunteer for the Lady
Blue Devil camp and various bas-
ketball camps in the summers.
Grace will attend the University of
Scranton where she will play soc-
cer.

Congratulations  Grace.
Jen Buccino, head coach of the

Matt Rittendale Jack McCauleyAdam McDaniel Isiah Reese Grace Elliott
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girls’ cross country and winter
track teams, will present the next
award – the Jim Nicoll Scholarship
Award. This scholarship honors
Mr. Jim Nicoll, who has served as
the Financial Secretary of the
Friends of Westfield Track for many
years. This award recognizes the
commitment made by a student
athlete to the Cross Country and/
or Track and Field programs both
as a competitor and as a volun-
teer to the Friends of Westfield
Track and the Westfield commu-
nity.

This year’s winner is Emma
Jackler. Emma is the daughter of
Elaine and Mark Jackler. Emma
earned 10 varsity letters in cross
country, winter track, and spring
track. She also was a Captain of
each of the cross country and
spring track teams. Emma was
selected Most Valuable Senior in
winter track and qualified for the
Meet of Champions in the 800. An
All-State Athlete of the week for
cross country, she was selected
1st team All-Conference in her
senior season as well as 2nd team
All-Conference in her junior year.
She also set a school record at
Tamaques Park for the 2 mile and
she qualified and ran at the Penn
Relays in the 4x800m relay in
2016.

Off the track, Emma is a mem-
ber of the National Honor Society
as well as the National Spanish
Honor Society. She is also a mem-
ber of the Spanish Club, Opera-
tion Smile and the Latin Club.
Emma will attend the University

of Wisconsin in the fall.
Congratulations  Emma.
The Westfield Baseball League

Award will be presented by Leo
White, a former president of
Westfield Baseball. The Westfield
Baseball League award recognizes
a senior student athlete who plays
baseball at the High School and
demonstrates his leadership and
sportsmanship in representing his
town and school.

This year’s winner is Christo-
pher Wagner. Chris is the son of
Kathy & Ed Wagner. Chris earned
three varsity letters, 2 in baseball
and one in basketball. A career
batting average of .438, Chris is
hitting .500 this season with 36
hits, 22 RBI’s and recently hit a
grand slam in the Union County
Semi-Final game to send them to
the finals. Chris was 1st Team All-
County in his junior year and se-
lected to the Union/Essex County
All-Star game.

Chris will attend the University
of Scranton in the fall, where he
will play baseball.

Congratulations  Chris.
We will now present The Girls

Softball League of Westfield Schol-
arship.  Gary Fox, a GSLW Board
Member, and past President of
the Westfield Boosters will make
the presentation. This scholar-
ship award is presented by the
Girls Softball League of Westfield
to an athlete who has achieved a
high level of success in softball
and who, by her teamwork, lead-
ership and sportsmanship, exem-
plifies the type of player the League

strives to develop.
The winner of the Girls Softball

League of Westfield Scholarship is
Jordan Sacher. Jordan is the
daughter of Jill and Gil Sacher.
Jordan earned four varsity letters
in softball and was a captain of the
team in both her junior and senior
seasons. A four-year starter, Jor-
dan has a career batting average
of .305 with 60 hits and 36 RBI’s.

Off the field, Jordan is a transi-
tion leader and a member of the
Hi’s Eye Staff. Jordan will attend
the University of Wisconsin in the
fall.

Congratulations  Jordan.
The next two scholarships are

the Ted Connell Scholarships for
Achievement in Swimming. These
scholarships are given by the
Westfield High Class of 1964 (with
additional generous support from
the Connell family) in memory of
Ted Connell, a valued member of
the class of 1964 and co-captain
of the 1964 swim team with a
dual-meet win streak of 36 and
both the State & Eastern Champi-
onships. Ted exemplified high ath-
letic achievement, steadfast de-
termination and quiet leadership
among his peers. Ted supported
athletic excellence at WHS
throughout his life. This award is
presented to two swimmers (one
female and one male) who have
served their swim teams and WHS
in the spirit of Ted’s example.

Presenting these awards this
evening will be Steve Whittington,
head coach of the WHS girls swim
team.

This male recipient of the Connell
Scholarship is Colin Daniel. Colin
is the son of Sharon and Rob
Daniel. Colin earned four varsity
letters in swimming. He was a
captain of the team last season
and earner the most valuable se-
nior award. Colin was a member
of school record setting team in
the 200 medley relay was a county
Champion in the 100 butterfly
and placed 1st in the 100 breast
stroke at the Meet of Champions.
He is on the “Top 15” list of WHS
records for several events includ-
ing the 200 Free, 200 IM, 100
Butterfly and 100 Breaststroke.

Out of the pool, Colin a member
of the National Honor Society, a
transition leader and a peer min-
ister. Colin will attend Carnegie
Mellon University where he will
continue swimming.

Congratulations  Colin.
The female recipient of the

Connell Scholarship is Muriel
Maloney. Muriel is the daughter of
Ruth & Jerry Maloney. Muriel
earned 4 varsity letters in swim-
ming and was a captain of the
team this year. Muriel is on the
“Top 15” list for WHS Swimmers
in the 100 backstroke, 100 free,
200 free, 200 medley relay, 200
Free relay and the 400 free relay.
She was a meet of champions
individual qualifier in the 100 back
and 100 free.

Muriel will attend Monmouth Uni-
versity in the Fall where she plans
to continue her swimming career.

Congratulations Muriel.
The Friends of Girl’s Lacrosse

Award will be presented by Lois
Hely. This award recognizes a fe-
male student athlete who plays
lacrosse and who promotes the
sport of lacrosse through her lead-
ership, sportsmanship, and schol-
arship.

The winner of the Friends of
Girl’s Lacrosse Award is Catherine
Moriarty. Catherine is the daugh-
ter of Dianne and Kevin Moriarty.
Catherine earned three varsity
letters in lacrosse and is a captain
of the lacrosse team this season.
She was selected to the NJ Region
of the Under Armour Lacrosse All-
Tournament team.

Off the field, Catherine is a mem-
ber of the National Honor Society,
a peer minister at Holy Trinity, a
volunteer youth lacrosse coach
and a tutor for elementary stu-
dents. Catherine will attend the
University of Florida, where she
will play lacrosse.

Congratulations Catherine.
The Deborah Tuohy Memorial

Scholarship is the next scholar-
ship to be awarded. It will be
presented by Patrick Tuohy,
Deborah’s son, who is the varsity
lacrosse coach at Westfield High
School. This award is given in
memory of Deborah Tuohy by her
husband and three sons, two of
whom are former Westfield High
School athletes. Mrs. Tuohy was a
long-time supporter of Westfield
football, lacrosse, and baseball.
This award is given to a male
lacrosse athlete who demonstrates
leadership, enthusiasm, initiative,

Jordan SacherEmma Jackler Chris Wagner Colin Daniel Muriel Maloney
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integrity, and unselfishness on
and off the lacrosse field.

The winner of the Deborah Tuohy
Memorial Scholarship is Nicky
Bond. Nicky is the son of Patty
and Scott Bond. Nicky earned four
varsity letters in lacrosse, and
one in swimming. He is also a
captain of the lacrosse team. An
integral part of Westfield High
School’s 3 county championship
lacrosse teams, Nicky was named
1st Team All Group IV in lacrosse
for his junior season. He was also
selected NJ.com All Junior First
team as well as NJ.com 1st Team
All-Freshman/Sophomore. Nicky
is currently 4th all-time in career
goals at WHS with 101.

Off the field, Nicky maintains a
4.27 GPA, is a member of the
National Honor Society, was
awarded the English Department
Writing Award and is a member of
the Spanish Club.  Nicky also
volunteers as a youth lacrosse
coach. Nicky will attend Princeton
University in the fall, where he
will play lacrosse.

Congratulations  Nicky.
The next awards are the Judith

and Bruce McLane Memorial
Awards –which will be presented
by Devon and Aidan McLane, the
grandsons of Judy and Bruce.
These awards are given in memory
and honor of Judy and Bruce
McLane. They raised four boys
who played sports in Westfield.
Bruce was a long-time booster
and is a member of the Booster
Hall of Fame. The McLane’s were
staunch supporters of Westfield

Athletics. They have several
grandchildren playing sports in
Westfield. These awards recog-
nize a male and a female athlete
who demonstrate leadership and
integrity both on the field and in
the classroom.

The male recipient of the McLane
Award is Jake Wornow. Jake is the
son of Pam and Darryl Wornow.
Jake earned 4 varsity letters in
lacrosse. He is also a captain of
the lacrosse team. Jake, a four-
year starting midfielder, was an-
other integral part of 3 County
Championship lacrosse teams. In
his junior season, he earned Hon-
orable Mention All-Division and
2nd Team All-Group IV. He was
also a member of the NJ region for
the Under Armour Underclass All-
American team. Jake is another
member of the “100 points Club”
and currently has 111.

Off the field, Jake is a member of
the National Honor Society and
volunteers as a youth lacrosse
coach. Jake will attend Yale Uni-
versity in the fall, where he will
continue his lacrosse career.

Congratulations  Jake.
The female recipient of the

McLane Award is Grace Cash.
Grace is the daughter of Jackie
and Mike Cash. Grace earned 7
varsity letters – 4 in swimming
and 3 in lacrosse. Grace was a
captain of the swim team and
qualified for the Meet of Champi-
ons three times. She won the Lt.
Daniel Nichols Memorial Award
for Leadership from the HS Swim
team. Grace swam for the

Westfield Y Devilfish Swim Team
and won the Bob Wright Award for
Leadership at their senior ban-
quet.

Grace is a distinguished honor
roll student and a member of the
National Honor Society. She is a
peer minister at St. Helen’s and
taught swimming to children from
the Elizabeth Coalition House
where she was the leader during
her last year. For three summers,
Grace has worked at the Catholic
Heart Work Camp. She was a
transition leader at the high school
and participated in Model UN and
the French Club. Grace will attend
Boston College in the fall.

Congratulations  Grace.
The next award will be presented

by Sandy Mamary, Westfield’s
Supervisor of Athletics. The Ath-
letic Directors Scholarship is given
in honor of, and in memory of,
Westfield High School’s former
Athletic Directors - Gary Kehler,
Ed Tranchina, Bob Duncan and
John Lay - and it is funded jointly
by the Westfield Boosters, The
Friends of Westfield Track, and
the Westfield PAL. This scholar-
ship recognizes a Westfield High
School athlete who competed
hard, was dedicated to his team
and teammates, and was a leader
on and off the field.

The winner of the Athletic Direc-
tors Scholarship is Ryan Bebel.
Ryan is the son of Nancy and Peter
Bebel. Ryan earned eight varsity
letters, 4 in Swimming, 2 in Cross
Country and 2 in Spring Track.  He
was a captain of the swim team in

his senior year. Ryan was a mem-
ber of the team that holds a school
record in the 200 Freestyle relay.
He took first place in the 100
breaststroke at the Meet of Cham-
pions and he won the 200 indi-
vidual medley and the 100 back-
stroke at the Union County Cham-
pionship. He is on the Top 15 list
of All-Time records for the 200 IM,
100 back, 100 breast, 100 free,
200 medley and 400 freestyle re-
lay.

Ryan is an honor roll student
who was a USA Swimming Scho-
lastic All-American in his junior
year. Ryan will attend The College
of William & Mary in the fall where
he will continue his swimming
career.

Congratulations  Ryan.
The next two awards are the

Advisors’ Scholarships. These
awards will be presented by Paul
Friel and Jeff Bryk, both past Presi-
dents of the Westfield Boosters.
These scholarships are given by
the Westfield Boosters in honor of
all former Boosters - our Advi-
sors. These Advisors’ Scholarships
recognize a male and a female
student athlete who participated
as a senior in sports for which a
sponsoring organization does not
sponsor a scholarship. The recipi-
ents are varsity athletes who have
demonstrated commitment to
their teams and teammates, in
the classroom and within the com-
munity.

This year’s female recipient of
the Advisor’s Award is Stephanie
Borr. Stephanie is the daughter of

Marcy Boor. Stephanie earned four
varsity letters in volleyball, and
she was a captain of the team. An
All-State Athlete of the week,
Stephanie was 2nd Team All-Group
IV after her freshman season.
She was also 1st Team All-County
and 1st Team All-Group IV after
her senior campaign. Stephanie
holds a school record for career
kills with 666 and had the oppor-
tunity to play in the NJ Senior All-
Star game.

Stephanie is an honor roll stu-
dent who is a member of the
National Honor Society. Stephanie
will attend the Brandeis Univer-
sity, where she will play volley-
ball.

Congratulations Stephanie.
The male recipient of this year’s

Advisor’s award is Sean Taylor.
Sean is the son of Cheryl Taylor
and Lee Taylor. Sean earned eight
varsity letters, four in golf and
four in hockey. He was also the
captain of the golf team. Sean has
been an All-State Athlete of the
week and he is a four-year starter
for the varsity golf team. He quali-
fied for the Tournament of Cham-
pions after both his freshman and
junior years. In 2017, was the
Individual County Champion and
led the team to the overall Team
Championship. He has been All-
County and All-Conference in each
of his freshman, sophomore and
junior years. Sean also won the
Echo Lake Club Championship last
year and the junior club champi-
onship the year before. In hockey,

Catherine Moriarty Grace CashNicky Bond Jake Wornow Ryan Bebel
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Sean was HM All-Conference af-
ter his junior year. Unfortunately,
an ACL tear prevented him from
playing hockey in his senior sea-
son, so it is good to see him
healthy enough to compete in golf
this year.

Off the field Sean is a floor
hockey Special Olympics coach.
Sean will attend the University of
Rhode Island where he will play
golf.

Congratulations  Sean.
The Tri-Sports Achievement

Scholarship is sponsored by the
Lessner and Tresnan Families, who
have been supporters of, and par-
ticipants in, Westfield athletics
for many years. This scholarship
recognizes a student athlete who
has demonstrated outstanding
athletic abilities as evidenced by
achieving three varsity letters in
three different and distinct sports
during senior year. The award will
be presented by Jane Tresnan.

The winner of the Tri-Sports
Achievement Scholarship is Ashley
Gigon. Ashley is the daughter of
Sue and Dave Gigon. Ashley
earned 7 varsity letters – 3 in
soccer, 2 in winter track and 2 in
lacrosse. Ashley was a part of the
4x200 relay team that went to the
winter track semi-finals in her
junior year. Unfortunately, an ACL
tear also cut short Ashley’s ability
to compete in her senior year.

Ashley will attend a 3 + 2 Engi-
neering program where her first 3
years will be at Providence Col-
lege and the final 2 years will be at
Columbia University.

Congratulations Ashley.
The next scholarship honors the

memory of Jake Tooley, a former
member of the WHS golf team of
whom it can be said was a loyal
friend, a quiet leader and had a
genuinely grateful heart. This
award is provided by Jake’s family
to a senior athlete who comes to
every practice, every game, ready
to play their best and who encour-
ages and supports their team-
mates to be their best as well.
This scholarship will be presented
by Sam Tooley, brother of Jake
Tooley and assistant track coach
at WHS.

This year’s winner is Nina Pitre.
Nina is the daughter of Jackie and
Pete Pitre. Nina earned 4 varsity
letters in golf and was a team
captain in both her junior and
senior years. Nina was 2nd team
All-League in her junior year and
helped the team to a conference
Championship.

Off the field, Nina is an honor
roll student and a peer minister at

Holy Trinity as well as a teen
representative on their Pastoral
Council. She also works at the
Westfield Workshop for the Arts.
Nina will attend Providence Col-
lege in the fall.

Congratulations  Nina.
The Executive Committee Award

will be presented by John Colwell,
the First Vice-President of the
Westfield Boosters. The Execu-
tive Committee Award is given on
behalf of the 52 active Boosters,
and it is given to a student athlete
whose hard work, dedication, and
leadership are indicative of what
high school athletics represent.

This year’s winner is Jake Vall-
Llobera. Jake is the son of Isabel
and Humberto Vall-Llobera. Jake
earned 6 varsity letters – three in
football and three in baseball.  He
was a captain of both the football
and baseball teams.  Jake was
also the Most Valuable Senior of
the 3 Time State Championship
Football team.

An All-State Athlete of the week,
after his senior football season,
Jake was 1st Team All-State, the
Courier News Defensive Player of
the Year, a New Jersey Sports
Zone Defensive All-Star and 2nd

Team News 12 Varsity. Further,
he was All-Conference after his
junior and sophomore seasons. In
baseball, he was earned HM all
conference after his junior and
sophomore seasons and was se-
lected to the Courier News All-
Area team.

Jake is a distinguished honor

roll student who volunteers as a
coach for flag football and is a
camp counselor for the Westfield
Rec Department. Jake will attend
Johns Hopkins University in the
fall where he will play football.

Congratulations  Jake.
The President’s Award is consid-

ered our most prestigious. It will
be presented by John Fuller, the
President of the Westfield School
Boosters Association. The
President’s Award is presented in
the name of the Booster Execu-
tive Committee President to an
outstanding senior athlete who
exemplifies leadership, character,
good sportsmanship, and the spirit
of Westfield athletics.

This year’s winner is Natalie
Bond. Natalie is the daughter of
the Patty and Scott Bond. Natalie
earned eight varsity letters, four
in lacrosse and four in soccer. She

was a two-time captain of the
lacrosse team and a captain of the
soccer team, as well as it’s Most
Valuable Senior. Natalie was first
team All-County and Third Team
All-State in soccer after both her
junior and senior years, and sec-
ond team All-County after her
freshman and sophomore years.
In lacrosse, she was an academic
All-American after her Junior year
as well as 2nd team All-Division.

Natalie is a distinguished honor
roll student who maintains a 4.23
GPA. She is one of five student
officers of the National Honor
Society Leadership Board, a mem-
ber of the Spanish Honor Society,
the Spanish Club, the Dream Team
and Operation Smile. Natalie will
attend Stanford University, where
she will play lacrosse.

Congratulations Natalie.
That concludes the presentation

of the student athlete scholarship
awards.

On behalf of all the Boosters, I
would like to offer special thanks
to all the presenters and those
who contributed to these scholar-
ships. And of course, I would like
to extend my congratulations to
the recipients of these awards
and their parents. It was a plea-
sure to honor these outstanding
young people. Finally, to all the
seniors, I wish you great success
in college and in all your future
endeavors.

Stephanie Borr Ashley GigonSean Taylor Nine Pitre Jake Vall-Llobera

Natalie Bond
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Primary Voters to Decide
Garwood Mayoral Race

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD — This Tuesday,
June 5, Garwood Democratic
voters will go to the polls to
decide a Primary Election may-
oral battle between Mayor
Charles Lombardo and Council-
woman Sara Todisco. The winner
will face Republican Council-
woman Ileen Cuccaro in the Gen-
eral Election in November.

Mayor Lombardo was elected
mayor in 2014, having previ-
ously served as a borough coun-
cilman from 1986 to 2007.

He said he is a 43-year Garwood
resident, “with 25 years of politi-
cal experience in this town.”

“I have the maturity, integrity,
and time and energy to devote to
Garwood residents,” Mayor
Lombardo said.

“I plan to continue to strive for
fiscal responsibility, civility, and
respect on the council floor;
transparency in government is-
sues, and to do what is best for
Garwood residents,” Mayor
Lombardo stated.

He said it is important to do
what is best for Garwood resi-
dents with regard to redevelop-
ment of blighted properties, and
the upcoming revaluation of resi-
dential properties, “which was
mandated by the state.”

“As always, I will continue to
follow through with open com-
munication with residents, lis-
tening to what they have to say,”
Mayor Lombardo said.

The mayor said “he was very
surprised” Ms. Todisco “would
follow the path to divide the
Democratic Party in Garwood”
by running against him in the
Primary.

“The issues in this race are
seeing that all borough depart-
ments are adequately funded

without diminishing services or
overtaxing the residents,” Mayor
Lombardo said.

He said Garwood residents must
be heard and included in meet-
ings regarding current and up-
coming redevelopment projects.

Ms. Todisco said the Primary
election “is not about challeng-
ing anyone, it’s about enabling
Garwood Democrats to choose
the best candidates for the Gen-
eral Election rather than just a
handful of committee members
making that decision.”

Currently, Councilwoman
Todisco is serving her third term
on the borough council. Ms.
Todisco, who was first elected in
2011 after being named to a
council vacancy in May of that
year, said Garwood is at a “piv-
otal point in its history and it’s
going to need strong, proactive
leadership as we embark on re-
development.”

“We need a leader that will
ensure our residents are informed
about what’s going on in town
and receive timely responses
from their elected leaders,” said
Ms. Todisco. She said the
“borough’s revaluation and other
challenges over the next four
years” will require such leader-
ship.

“I am 100 percent committed
to treating the office of mayor as
a full-time job because times
demand it,” Ms. Todisco said.

Ms. Todisco said, if elected
mayor, she would establish
“quarterly meetings” between
council, planning board and board
of education representatives. She
said the meetings would “ensure
improved communication” be-
tween each entity.

Ms. Todisco also is proposing a
“Citizens Advisory Panel,” involv-
ing “talented, experienced resi-
dents” who want “to get more
involved in town,” she stated,
“which is exactly why we need a
more open application process
for appointments to boards and
committees.”

She also proposes changes to
council meetings that would in-
clude extending the public com-
ment portion of meetings from
three minutes to five minutes.

Ms. Todisco’s running mates
are Michael Ince and Sean Benoit.
Mayor Lombardo’s running mates
are Vincent Kearney and Jennyfer
Guerrero.

All four Democratic candidates
were asked why they chose to
run for the Democratic council
nomination, garnering the op-
portunity to challenge Republi-
can council nominees.

“I began to take note of the
apparent infighting taking place
within our local government. I
was aware Garwood has major
changes on its horizons,” Mr. Ince
said.

Mr. Ince said, “it’s important
now more than ever that Garwood
has leadership that acts based
on teamwork and getting things
done, not infighting.” He said
giving back to the community is
aligned with his value system, as
his values prompted him to pur-
sue a more than 30-year career
in law enforcement.

Mr. Benoit said he is running for
borough council, “to give back to
the town that my family and I
now call home.”

“I have always devoted myself
to the betterment of others,” he
said.

Ms. Guerrero responded that,
“I love Garwood, and I want to

Brooks Crandall for The Westfield Leader
REUNITED...Ninety-three-year-old World War II veteran Peter Klein and 97-
year-old Dan Sullivan watch the Cranford Memorial  Day Parade ceremonies
and shared a special reunion as they realized they knew each other from school
days growing up in Elizabeth. They also realized they were both in France during
the war. Mr. Klein was on the beaches of Normandy and Mr. Sullivan's ship, the
USS Texas, was providing cover for the Allied troops.

Educators of the Year
Lauded by Cranford BOE

By ROBYN ORR-GIOFFRE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — Recipients of the
Governor’s Educator of the Year
Award and three programs at
Cranford High School (CHS) were
lauded at the Cranford Board of
Education meeting on May 21.

Richard Bell, Erica Campbell,
Matthew Fichter, Maureen Foye,
Sherryl Lazo, Caitlin Murach, Jill
Pierce, Magaly Rodriguez, Elena
Saldutti, Danielle Speranza,
Whitney Taylor and Joy
Wagenblast have been selected
by the Governor’s Educator of
the Year Committee for the 2017-
2018 school year as Educators of
the Year in Cranford.

Superintendent of Schools Scott
Rubin, Ed.D., commented that

attaining this distinct honor was
a challenge in Cranford, as there
are so many good teachers in the
district.

“These folks really have distin-
guished themselves,” Mr. Rubin
further commented.

Supervisor of Language Arts
and Media, K-12, Susan Ritter,
presented the board with the
update on language arts pro-
grams at Cranford High School
and offered the board a “snap-
shot” of the three new programs
that have been offered.

The Intergenerational Commu-
nity Book Read is a book study
made up of students, parents/
guardians, grandparents, faculty,
staff and administrators. Al-
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though Mr. Rubin and the board
members were not a part of the
study this year, Ms. Ritter en-
couraged them to be a part of the
program next year. More than 40
members participated in the
study and each member was
given five nonfiction texts to read.

Chosen works were stories of
individuals confronted with limi-
tations stemming from racial,
physical, socioeconomic and gen-
der issues. Some goals of the
book study are to foster a life-
long love of reading and learn-
ing, to promote student leader-
ship opportunities through stu-
dent-led discussions and to form
new relationships and apprecia-
tion of different perspectives.

Another novice program was
News Source: Dialogue, the
online news source for students
at the high school.

CHS Language Arts teacher Rob
Ciarrocca spoke to the board
about this class, and relayed one
of the main goals of the course
involved offering a digital space
for student-driven content that
reflects the diverse beliefs, in-
terests, passions and skills of the
individuals and groups in the com-
munity.

According to the CHS students,
this course helped them develop
a critical eye for grammar, lan-
guage and tone while maintain-
ing an author’s purpose. Addi-
tionally, it gave students the
opportunity to learn how to use
WordPress through a well-de-
signed backend process.

Student editor Julia Vaughn was
quoted in the presentation say-
ing, “I decided to join Dialogue
because I feel that it is a good
way to stay in touch with the
student community. I believe a
student news source is impor-
tant to maintaining a unified and
engaged student body.”

The CHS Writing Center was
created to provide tutors the op-
portunity to instruct their peers

in expository, argumentative and
narrative writing.

The main client of the Writing
Center, according to Writing Cen-
ter Director Nicole Conter, are
ninth- and 10th-grade students
at any level.

The center was established to
better their academic writing with
a focus on the writing process,
and the revision process in par-
ticular.

The Writing Center practices
Minimalist tutoring, adopted from
a program at Rutgers University,
which asks the student to im-
prove writing skills with guid-
ance from a more experienced
writer who acts as a coach in-
stead of an editor.

In other board business, sev-
eral professional service reap-
pointments were made by the
board including Summit Medical
Group for medical services, An-
thony P. Sciarillo of the law firm

of Sciarillo, Cornell, Merlino,
McKeever and Osborne, LLC for
legal services and Hodulik &
Morrison, P.A., for auditing ser-
vices.

Additionally, the board ap-
proved the renewal of several
contracts, including transporta-
tion contracts with George Dap-
per Inc., J & J Transportation and
Amaker & Porterfield Manage-
ment LLC.

The job of assistant superin-
tendent for curriculum and in-
struction in the district has been
posted. According to Mr. Rubin,
more than 100 applicants have
responded. According to the post-
ing, the starting date of employ-
ment for the position will be July
1.

The board accepted a donation
from the Cranford High School
Class of 2017 Project Graduation
in the amount of $5,000 to be
used for the rental of portable air
conditioning in the gymnasium
of CHS if the need should arise
during the June graduation cer-
emony.

The next board of education
meeting will take place on Mon-
day, June 11, at 7:30 p.m.

Garwood Board OK’s
Accessory Structure

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD — At Wednesday’s
planning board meeting, appli-
cant Diane Perona was unani-
mously approved for a variance
relief for an accessory structure
on the side-yard property line
located at 161 Spruce Avenue.
The land use code states the ac-
cessory structure must be at least
three feet from the property line.
Ms. Perona’s generator (acces-
sory structure) was installed 18
inches from the property line.

Planning Board member Bill
Nierstedt said the generator had
been installed without following
the proper procedure, thus the
homeowners were in violation.
He said the homeowners should
have sought planning board ap-
proval for variance relief before
installing the generator.

Attorney Richard S. Schkolnick
stated that Ms. Perona’s hus-
band would testify for the appli-
cant, explaining why the genera-
tor had been installed.

“I made a misjudgment. My
80-year-old mother-in-law was
sick and living in our home,”
Joseph Perona said.

Mr. Perona said he did not want
a “(Hurricane) Sandy-type situa-
tion” to impact his mother-in-law’s
mortality. The generator runs or
turns on once a week for mainte-
nance and has not been used for
extended periods since it has been
installed, stated Mr. Perona.

“It made the most sense to me
to put it in that location and I had
it professionally installed,” said
Mr. Perona, describing why he
chose his side yard for the gen-
erator location.

Mr. Perona said until he re-
ceived a violation notice he had
“forgotten” about the generator
as his mother-in-law has since
passed.

“We’re talking 18 inches. Mr.

Perona’s neighbor is here and he
will testify he does not have a
problem with the generator,” Mr.
Schkolnick said.

Mr. Schkolnick said Mr. Perona
had intended for the generator
to be placed in the front yard
surrounded by appropriate land-
scaping. However, Cranford
Township would not allow the
structure to be placed in the
front yard, stated Mr. Perona.

“Would you allow it to be in-
spected?” questioned planning
board member Michael Vena.

Mr. Vena said the generator
also is next to an air conditioner,
which would require variance
relief. The air conditioner had not
been reported to the borough
either. The air conditioner would
be a second accessory structure
not three feet from the neighbor-
ing property line, stated Mr. Vena.

Planning Board Attorney Donald
Fraser said planning board ap-
proval should include variance
relief for the air conditioner. The
home was purchased with it al-
ready installed, stated Mr.
Perona. Including the air condi-
tioner would eliminate the need
for Mr. Perona or other
homeowners to seek variance
relief for future violations, ex-
plained Mr. Fraser.

The next regularly scheduled
planning board meeting is
Wednesday, June 27.

help my community to continue
to move in the right direction.
Running for office is about using
this opportunity to build and grow
our community.”

Mr. Kearney said he was run-
ning, “because I believe in being
of service to the people around
me. It’s the same reason I chose
law enforcement as a profes-
sion: I want to help.”

Mr. Kearney said he would bring
the professional knowledge and
team-minded skill set from 15
years law enforcement experi-
ence to the council.

The Democratic council nomi-
nees chosen in their party’s Pri-
mary will face Republican council
candidates Kimberly Salmon and
Jennifer A. Sirak in the fall as the
GOP candidates do not have any
opposition in the Primary.

Educators of the Year Lauded by Cranford BOE

Resetar Graduates
From Elon University
ELON, N.C. – Nicole Ann Resetar

graduated Magna Cum Laude
from Elon University on May 19
with a Bachelor of Science in
Business Administration after
majoring in Finance.

More than 1,400 students re-
ceived degrees in ceremonies
featuring an address by by Presi-
dent Emeritus Leo M. Lambert,
Elon' s eighth president.

Ms. Resetar is the daughter of
Mr. Andrew Resetar and Mrs.
Karen Resetar of Garwood.

Primary Voters and
Garwood Race

Probitas Verus Honos

Reading is Good For You
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Two Cranford Officers Honored For
Heroic Actions During May 3 Fire

CRANFORD — The Two Hun-
dred Club of Union County recog-
nized 17 local heroes on May 11
for going above and beyond the
call of duty. Two of those heroes
were Cranford Police Sergeant
Thomas Stiansen and Patrolman
Gregory Federici. Both officers
were honored with this presti-
gious award at a ceremony be-
fore hundreds of attendees in
Scotch Plains.

Sergeant Stiansen and Patrol-
man Federici were honored for
their involvement in an incident
back on May 3, 2017 at approxi-
mately 7:40 p.m. On that date
and time, the Cranford Police
Department was dispatched to
an active fire at a local nursing
home facility. Officers arriving
on scene discovered that many
of the bedridden patients were
trapped in the facility as a result
of the fire. The officers on scene
immediately began assisting the
facility’s staff evacuating resi-
dents.

Sergeant Stiansen and Patrol-
man Federici arrived on scene and
determined, from the exterior of
the building, the exact room the
fire had originated within. The of-
ficers were able to break a window
with a lawn chair they found out-
side the facility and entered the
room, which had visible flames
and a heavy smoke condition. Af-
ter the officers entered the room,
they located two trapped resi-
dents. The officers were able to
save these individuals by evacu-
ating them back through the win-
dow from which they had entered
the room. Sergeant Stiansen and
Patrolman Federici turned the two
residents safely over to EMS per-
sonnel and then continued to as-
sist the other police units with
their evacuation efforts.

Both officers were eventually
treated at St. Barnabas Medical
Center for smoke inhalation once

the Cranford Fire Department got
the fire under control and took
command of the scene. Chief
Ryan Greco of the Cranford Po-
lice Department stated, “The
quick thinking and heroic actions
by these officers undoubtedly
resulted in two lives being saved.
Being honored with The Two Hun-
dred Club of Union County Valor
Award is well deserved for their
actions on this date.”

Each year Valor Award recipi-
ents are chosen in part on the
recommendations of police chiefs

Brunch Buffet to Benefit
Cranford Water Garden

CRANFORD — A waterfall, flow-
ing pond and aquatic plants will
beautify the Cranford Commu-
nity Center atrium and provide a
bubbling, relaxing sound for ev-
eryone to enjoy. Construction
will start this spring. The water
feature will be located on the left
side of the atrium near the fire-
place and will restore the current
dormant water garden built in
2009.

Cranford’s three garden clubs,
the Floraphile Garden Club, the
Garden Club of Cranford and the
Green Thumb Garden Club of
Cranford, under the direction of
Chairperson Deb Murphy, had
applied to the National Garden
Clubs (NGC) for funds for the
project, and received a “Plant
America” grant to get started,
the only NGC grant awarded to
garden clubs in New Jersey. The
three clubs have been collabo-
rating with Cranford Recreation
Director Steve Robertazzi since
February to design the new wa-
ter garden.

The pond will be constructed by

Robert Bellek of Lily Pad Ponds,
an award-winning, creative
aquatic designer and frequent
speaker at Rutgers University’s
horticultural programs, and will
include trickling water, a pond
with water lilies, lighting, as-
sorted woodland plants and
stone.

The local community can help
support this project by attending
a gourmet brunch buffet at the
Pairings Palate and Plate restau-
rant, located at 10 Walnut Av-
enue, Cranford. It will take place
on Sunday, June 10, from 11:30
a.m. to 2:30 p.m. Attendees are
invited to bring their own
prosecco/wine.

Tickets are $55 per person.
They may be obtained by con-
tacting Sue Matlosz at
CRANFORDWATERGARDEN@gmail.com
or they may be purchased at the
front desk at the Cranford Public
Library, located at 224 Walnut
Avenue, Cranford. Seating is lim-
ited, so interested persons are
encouraged to reserve their tick-
ets as soon as possible.

WATER GARDEN ON THE WAY...Members of the Floraphile Garden Club,
the Garden Club of Cranford and the Green Thumb Garden Club of Cranford,
along with township employees, prepare the Cranford Community Center
atrium for the new water garden installation.

Hanson Park Conservancy
Invites All to ‘Bee Day’

CRANFORD — The Hanson Park
Conservancy invites the commu-
nity for “Bee Day” on Saturday,
June 23, at Hanson Park.

Grant Stiles from Stiles Honey
will share his knowledge of bees
during his presentation at 2 p.m.
entitled “Fundamentals of Bee-
keeping and the Importance of
Honey Bees in Our Society.” At-
tendees are encouraged to bring
blankets and chairs for this pro-
gram, when Mr. Stiles will an-
swer questions about these im-
portant pollinators.

A Certified Master Beekeeper,
Mr. Stiles owns one of the most
successful apiaries in the New
York/New Jersey area, with Stiles
Honey currently managing well
over 4,000 honeybee colonies a
year. Mr. Stiles also will sell his
honey at the event.

Story Time at the Park will fol-
low at 3:15 p.m., continuing the

day’s theme with books about
bees. This is a free event and
recommended for ages 8 and
under, but anyone is welcome to
stay and enjoy a story. Registra-
tion is not required.

Participants will make a bee craft
to take home at 3:45 p.m., using
pipe cleaners and clothespins.

Hanson Park is located at 38
Springfield Avenue, Cranford.
“Bee Day” is free and open to the
public. In the event of inclement
weather, the program will be held
in the Cranford Community Cen-
ter at 220 Walnut Avenue.

“Bee Day” is sponsored by the
Hanson Park Conservancy, a non-
profit group dedicated to devel-
oping and maintaining Hanson
Park and providing the commu-
nity with educational programs
and workshops. To learn more,
visit the organization’s website,
hansonparkconservancy.com.

and firefighters in the 21 munici-
palities in Union County. They
are submitted to The Two Hun-
dred Club of Union County Valor
Award Committee for review and
final selection. In the spring of
each year the Annual Spring Valor
Award Luncheon is held, where
the recipients are presented with
their Valor Awards.

Sergeant Stiansen and Patrol-
man Federici join more than 400
police officers, firefighters and
state troopers who have received
the Valor Award since 1968.
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Local Letters to the Editor
I Decided To Declare As A Democrat

For Primary Voting
I have lived in Garwood for four

years this month, moving from
NYC where I was heavily involved
in both local and national politi-
cal action and advocacy for 9/11
families and those who were suf-
fering with health ailments be-
cause of the time they spent at
Ground Zero after the Septem-
ber 11th attacks. I also spent
significant time championing for
military members and veterans
to ensure their quality of life was
the best it possibly could be.

I first met Councilwoman Sara
Todisco through social media af-
ter she responded to me in one of
the Garwood community forums
when I was conversing with other
residents. She let me know that
I could contact her for anything I
might need assistance with. On
her page, she posts near daily
updates about what is going on
in town, which is very much ap-
preciated, especially for those of
us who live in buildings and aren’t
always as up-to-date on com-
munity happenings as other resi-
dents.

Sara has always provided quick
and informative answers to any
questions I’ve posed to her on
her personal page and on the
community forums. This is a re-
ally important trait of an elected
official in 2018 and I fully appre-
ciate her responsiveness, as a lot
of the time I do feel like we are
not fully versed in community
happenings, unless we are able
to devote time to attending meet-
ings, etc.

I recently met Sara and her
running mates Michael Ince and
Sean Benoit in person. They were
immediately welcoming and per-
sonable. They spent significant
time speaking with me about
Garwood, their backgrounds and
answering questions I had. It is

easy to see they are running for
office because they love Garwood
and want to give back to their
community. I was very impressed
with Michael’s 30-year law en-
forcement career and had a won-
derful time speaking with him
about his background and the
similar experiences we have had.

Sean is an advocate in his ca-
reer and I know he will be one for
the residents of Garwood when
elected to Council, which is so
very important.

I believe Michael and Sean will
help bring more professionalism
and teamwork to Garwood’s
Council. In my opinion, Garwood
needs a strong leader in a Mayor
to hold the Council accountable
to expectations of professional-
ism and civility, which has been
severely lacking. Sara takes her
job as a Councilwoman very se-
riously and I know she will make
sure the Council works together
in a productive manner. She is a
very optimistic, energetic per-
son, which I believe we need in a
Mayor as Garwood faces changes
and challenges.

Sara, Michael, and Sean have
great ideas that will help our
town move into the future. I
think having a more open pro-
cess for appointments to town

committees will be excellent to
get more citizens involved. I
would be interested in contribut-
ing more, but have not been
aware of how to go about that
until recently, after speaking with
Sara. I am excited about the
possibilities and look forward to
being as active as I was in NYC,
if not more, here in Garwood.

Although I am an unaffiliated
voter and pride myself in being
registered independent and al-
ways voting for the best person
for the office, I have decided I
will be declaring myself a Demo-
crat on June 5th at my polling
place in order to vote for Sara
Todisco for Mayor and Michael
Ince and Sean Benoit for Council.
I hope you will join me in voting
for them on Column D. Together,
they will help ensure our small
town with a big heart is a better
place for all of us to live.

Jill Pall
Garwood

Sara Todisco Embodies
Small Town, Big Heart
I moved to Garwood from

Monmouth County three years
ago to be closer to work. I came
here not knowing anyone, any-
thing or anywhere in Union
County. When deciding where to
live, I chose Garwood because
its small town feel reminded me
of the town I grew up in Pennsyl-
vania.

Soon after moving in, I met
Sara Todisco and others at
Garwood Rocks. Sara immedi-
ately made me feel welcome and
at home in my new town. She
was friendly, helpful and pas-
sionate about all that Garwood
(and Union County) has to offer.

Without Sara’s warm welcome
and friendship, Garwood would
have just felt like a place I lived
and not my home. That is why on
June 5, I am voting “Column D”
for Todisco for Mayor and Ince,
Benoit for Council!

Tara Shirk
Garwood

Comments About Age And Being Too
Young For Garwood Mayor

My first time hearing the name
Sara Todisco was when reading
about her in a newspaper article
during her first year on Council.
A couple citizens made comments
about her age and how they
thought she was too young on an
anonymous online forum. I re-
sponded that here was a young
person eager to get involved in
our town. We should give her a
chance and if we weren’t satis-
fied, we could always make our
opinions known at the polls.
That’s the beauty of democracy.

Well, it clearly appears that
Garwood’s residents have spo-
ken at the polls - by electing
Sara, not once or twice, but three
times. In fact, in her last two
elections, 2014 and 2017, she
was the highest vote getter on
the entire ballot.

Having served two terms on
the Board of Education and one
term on Council myself, I know
firsthand how time consuming
this volunteer position can be.
Sara is referred to as “24/7” as a
nickname because she is truly
always thinking about Garwood
and how to make things better

for our citizens. Sara is a go-
getter, which Garwood needs in
a Mayor now, more than ever, as
we experience redevelopment
and fight to stay a good value in
our expensive state.

As a councilwoman, she has a
laundry list of achievements. She
was able to get so much done not
only because of her drive, but
most importantly, through team-
work. Sara has worked with both
Democrats and Republicans to
build consensus, whether it be
on the budget each year, nego-
tiations, or strategically apply-
ing for grants.

I’m excited to see what Sara
will do as Mayor. I know she has
countless new ideas and the
boundless energy to turn them
into reality. Over the years, I
have gotten to know this incred-
ible young woman and I am proud
to call her my friend. Soon I hope
to call her our Mayor. Please join
me in voting Column D in the
June 5th Democratic Primary.

Ann Tarantino
Garwood

Reading is Good For You
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Being A Garwood Candidate – Having
Words Put In Our Mouths

This campaign is an interesting
experience for both of us. In just
two months we have met many
more of our fellow residents than
we ever would have otherwise
and had some wonderful experi-
ences. Unfortunately, there is a
less pleasant aspect of being a
political candidate – having words
put in our mouths.

We saw how easily a false story
can travel after the sixth porch
where we were asked “are you
the people that want to get rid of
the DPW?”. The truth is, our plat-
form calls for a study on the
operations of the DPW. Period.
Our team is not in favor of elimi-

nating the DPW.
Some other topics we heard

often were genuine concerns of
the residents. People in Garwood
want more recreation and com-
munity activities for all ages.
People in Garwood are concerned
about the oversight and man-
agement of the multimillion-dol-
lar Recreation Complex. Resi-
dents commented on how it is
difficult to get in and use the
facility with their children be-
cause there is often an outside
group renting it out. People end
up having to call our DPW often

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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Gun Control Is Overlooked by Democrats
 On The Garwood Borough Council

I am extremely disappointed at
the failure of my fellow progres-
sive Democrats on the Garwood
Borough Council – Sara Todisco,
Jennifer Blumenstock and Mark
Lazarow – to advance the gun
control resolution that I submit-
ted to the Council on April 9.
Given that two of them are teach-
ers, and one has children in
school, their failure to take ac-
tion to protect their students –
and themselves – just boggles
my mind. The fact that they have
walked in gun control marches
but refuse to take action in their
home town really makes me in-
credulous.

It is so important – given today’s
reality where our sitting Repub-
lican President and his Republi-
can Congressional cohorts at-
tack basic democratic platforms
stands on environmental poli-
cies, voting and women’s rights,
tax deductions, health care, Medi-
care, Social Security – that local
elected officials and citizens take
action. That is why so many local
officials have taken actions on
national issues – because our
national government is taking
actions counter to democratic
principles. Why so many citizens
have protested in front of the
offices of Congressmen Lance,
Frelinghuysen, and MacArthur.
While I have always supported
gun control, I had taken a much
more public position after the
New Town, Conn. school shoot-
ing because my wife’s niece and
her children live in New Town.
School shootings have really hit
home ever since. As I was on
Council at that time, I advanced
a gun control resolution, but it
did not receive enough votes to
pass – with Councilwoman
Todisco being one of the mem-

bers refusing to support it. My
resolution died in committee. I
think it just died again.
There have been 17 school
shootings since the Parkland, Fla.
shooting where 17 people were
killed. The most horrific was at
Santa Fe High School in Texas
where eight students and two
teachers were killed. Our na-
tional leaders are taking mo-
ments of silence, saying prayers
in Congressional hallways, and
attending National Rifle Associa-
tion conventions.
Todisco, Lazarow and
Blumenstock votes in favor of
national gun control legislation –
which would advance national
Democratic platform statements
– would result in the passage of
this resolution even if all three
Council Republicans voted
against it. Mayor Lombardo has
already stated that he would cast
the deciding vote in favor of it. I
ask our Garwood Democrats what
they are waiting for? Number
18? 19? 20?

Bill Nierstedt
Garwood

I Support Garwood
DEM Candidates

I would like to take this oppor-
tunity to voice my support for the
ticket of Charles Lombardo,
Jennyfer Guerrero, and Vincent
Kearney in the upcoming Demo-
cratic primary in Garwood. In his
many years of public service,
Mayor Lombardo has demon-
strated that he is the only candi-
date for Mayor in either party
who consistently puts the
community’s interest ahead of
his own personal agenda. Coun-
cilwoman Todisco is energetic,
articulate, and intelligent, but
those traits alone do not make
great leaders. Leaders need to
also be trustworthy, open, and
honest – attributes that were
absent when Councilwoman
Todisco launched her Mayoral
campaign and undermined the
very people that she worked clos-
est with throughout her political
career and which have been fre-
quently absent during her tenure
on Council. Mayor Lombardo has
earned my trust, and that is the
single most important factor in
earning my vote.

John Bartolick
Garwood

Cranford Against
Overdevelopment

We need to fight this massive
apartment complex slated to
overwhelm our community. Hartz
is focusing on changing the zon-
ing to allow for its construction.
We call all concerned Cranford-
area citizens to join us on
Wednesday June 6 at Cranford
Townhall at 7:30 p.m. to fight
this. Hartz's witnesses will tes-
tify before the Planning Board.
Over 350 students are expected
to join our school district, ac-
cording to a May 2018 study by
the Cranford Public School Dis-
trict available on the Westfield
Leader's homepage. It would
require the construction of a new
school and a "major shift in the
current attendance zones."

Cranford Residents Against
Overdevelopment works to main-
tain the relaxed suburban char-
acter of the Cranford area against
efforts by for-profit developers
to add density. Those who wish
to get more involved, please
email us at
craocranford@gmail.com.

Residents Against Overdevelopment
www.cranfordrao.com/

to have the area cleaned up after
a rental. People worry about the
traffic and parking on Willow,
Myrtle, Spruce and New Street.

We also want more activities
and programs. We share the
management concerns even as
we know the Recreation Com-
mission does an excellent job
with limited funding, little sup-
port, and often a lack of coopera-
tion. However, because of our
management experience, we
both flinch when we hear things
like “volunteers will maintain the
Rec Complex” from the Demo-
crats currently on the Council.
Councilman Marc Lazarow was
rendered speechless during a
Democratic Club meeting earlier

this year when posed a question
about what the maintenance plan
was for the new Hartman Park.
His colleague Finance Chair
Todisco pulled funding for main-
taining that park from the bud-
get back in 2013.

Where are the plans for these
things? Is this the “strong lead-
ership” our opponents speak of?
Of being ten steps ahead? Of
better communications? Of a vi-
sion for Garwood? Where has the
vision, planning, and communi-
cation been over the last two
years while these three Demo-
crats have served on the Coun-
cil? Where was this grand vision
for Garwood during the last seven
years that one of them has served
on the Council? Our opponents
have a lot of personal, negative
things to say about the Garwood
Forward team, but little to prom-
ise other than “trust us, we are
great people”.

We are running for Council be-
cause we feel Garwood needs
leadership with real plans and
real solutions. We need people
on the Council who will cooper-
ate with the Mayor, not under-
mine him. People who will roll up
their sleeves and carry out the
committee assignments given to
them without turning them into
photo opportunities to campaign
on or take credit for. We have a
work ethic, a real vision, real
plans, and a real leader in Charles
Lombardo who will allow us the
space to work while providing
guidance when we ask for it!

We ask that our fellow Demo-
crats consider the facts of this
campaign. Go to the websites.
Compare the platforms. Ask se-
rious questions of all the candi-
dates when they, or we, show up
on your porch or phone you. We
are confident if this is done, the
Lombardo-Guerrero-Kearney
team will earn your trust. We ask
for your support by voting on
Column B on Tuesday, June 5th.

Jennyfer Guerreo
Vincent Kearney

Regular Democratic Candidates for
Garwood Council

Letters to
the Editor

Something That Republican Mayoral
Candidate, Ileen Cuccaro, Has Pushed

As a lifelong resident of
Garwood, I find it quite ironic to
see Democratic Mayoral candi-
date Sara Todisco proposing to
have a “citizens’ advisory panel”
as part of her 2018 platform,
when this is something that Re-
publican Mayoral candidate Ileen
Cuccaro has pushed strongly for
over the past few years, (espe-
cially in light of the redevelop-
ment decisions that were made
without residential feedback or
input prior to Ileen’s tenure on
the town council).

Unlike Sara Todisco, Mayoral
candidate Ileen Cuccaro has made
it clear for years, and especially

during her platform when she ran
for town council, that she would
like the residents of Garwood to
have a voice and has always felt
that the concerns of the taxpay-
ing residents should be taken into
consideration. She has consis-
tently pushed for the proposal to
include such high-profile devel-
opment decisions on the voting
ballot for the residents of Garwood
to weigh in on what may be best
for our small town.

On all of the “Democrats for
Garwood” mailers that keep pour-
ing into my house, I see Sara
Todisco taking almost all of the

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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Garwood Resident Has Major Concerns Over
The Garwood Borough Development Decisions

While times have changed since
Garwood once flourished as a
small manufacturing town, and
we all understand that these
former industries have largely
been outsourced in many of our
local communities, many resi-
dents agree that redevelopment
of many of the abandoned indus-
trial sites will be needed to make
Garwood vibrant once again. I
look forward to the ideas that my
fellow residents have to make
redevelopment a success, but I
have major concerns over the
decisions that were made with-
out residential input by our coun-
cil members serving from over
the past number of years.

As a longtime resident of
Garwood who is fully aware of
the redevelopment plans under-
way for the Casale/Petro site, I
would like to request clarification
from Mayor candidate, Sara
Todisco, on some of the concerns
that many Garwood residents
have at this time. Miss Todisco
has been on the council since
2011 and stated that she is happy
with the decision to put up at
least three apartment buildings
in our small town. It is also well-
known that she sits on the rede-
velopment committee often times
taking credit for her constant
communication with the devel-
opers. With this in mind, many
residents would like to be better
informed of what the potential
downstream effects of increas-
ing housing to accommodate over
300+ apartment units may be.
We all hope that any potential
issues with integrating a resi-
dential rental structure of this
capacity were fully assessed for
the sake of our small town.

With plans moving forward for
300+ apartment units, we are
still very concerned on what will
be the impact on our small school
district. Would we need a much
bigger school built or need to find
additional land within such a small

town to have another school built
and if so, what would be the
implications on the taxpayers?

Surely, folks who will be mov-
ing into these apartments may
want to start a family in this
quaint town and I would think
many of them would also own a
car. Therefore, what is the solu-
tion to address the increased
number of children in our district
to ensure that costs cover the
needs to ensure they too have
the opportunity to receive an
excellent education in this town?

What are the options for the
residents living in these new apart-
ments for parking and would this
have any impact on our current
residential side streets? What
would be the impact on the in-
crease in traffic passing in and out
of our town with such a large-scale
increase in residents living in

credit for the tax freeze which is
set to take effect in 2018 to
finally provide a reprieve to the
Garwood taxpayers. May I re-
spectfully ask Councilwoman
Todisco, what have you done to
proactively reach out to listen to
the feedback of those who have
lived here for many years, who
have also invested into the town
of Garwood, and worked to con-
tribute to economic infrastruc-
ture of Garwood only to continu-
ally see their real estate taxes
climb year after year?

It is concerning to see some-
one taking full credit without ac-
knowledging the critical contri-
butions of her fellow council mem-
bers who also worked tirelessly
as a team to achieve this goal.
Unfortunately, we have seen the
exact opposite of full disclosure
from the Todisco campaign via
their social media sites where
they have either deleted rational
and sincere questions or even
blocked those from asking ques-
tions that are on the minds of
many residents.

I myself played Little League
baseball in Garwood, from T-ball
all the way up to 8th grade. Last
year, I signed up my 4-year-old
son to play T-ball in the Garwood
baseball league, but was dis-
heartened to see how barely any
kids play baseball in Garwood.
Last season, Garwood sadly did
not even have enough kids to
field one complete T-ball team!
We had to borrow a team from
Cranford to play our T-ball team
every week.

As a homeowner, taxpaying
resident, and former athlete of
the Garwood recreational pro-
grams and the Garwood school
system, so many residents in-
cluding myself were against the
proposal to build an expansive
athletic complex in such a small
town and impose such a huge
economic burden on this town
and its taxpayers when we al-

ready had appropriate access to
fields and sports amenities for so
many years. However, this is
just one example of how Sara
Todisco pushed an agenda with
major economic implications to
move forward without taking into
consideration the input of the
taxpayers of Garwood.

We no longer have a “Garwood
Little League” field which was
once something that was truly
our own. Instead, we now have a
shared Union County complex
that the children of Garwood will
have to wait to rent out to use.
These poor decisions have only
further burdened our small town
by placing our children on a
waitlist and increasing taxes to
overcompensate for the vast as-
sociated costs. It makes no sense
that the developer of the Garwood
Sports and Recreation Complex
was not held accountable under
any contract to return to fix the
identified issues of this expen-
sive project.

Why are the additional repairs
to the condemned building at the
Garwood Sports and Recreation
Complex being further funded at
the detriment of the Garwood
taxpayer?

At this time, we need a change
in decision making and better
leadership for all residents living
here. We cannot continue on this
pathway of increased unneces-
sary spending without clear di-
rection or well-thought out plans
from our local representatives
who should always be serving in
the best interests of Garwood.

Jennifer Evans-Andreola
Garwood

Garwood? It would be foolish to
think that every person who de-
cides to live in these new apart-
ments will be taking the train or
mass transit to work. People have
spouses who work elsewhere, resi-
dents living there may be retirees,
and of course, there are many
other different factors to consider
which would most likely require
these residents to own a car. There-
fore, I would like to ask mayoral
candidate Sara Todisco, how all of
these potential scenarios have
been factored into the decision to
support the current design plans
for the Casale/Petro site? Addi-
tionally, what is the impact on our
sewer and water systems?

However, with the changes
planned to impact this small town,
and with proposals being put forth
for more redevelopment in a simi-

Questions for Garwood Town Meeting
Dear Mr. Mayor,

Thank you for calling for a town
hall meeting for May 30, 2018 at
Lincoln School in Garwood from
7 p.m. to 9 p.m..

We appreciate that town-wide
notification about this event was
conducted in a diligent and thor-
ough manner, but we do have
several reasonable questions and
requests.

1) How will public interest,
health, and safety perspectives
be represented in this event?

There are several official public
interest agencies directly in-
volved in sites known to be con-
taminated in Garwood and whose
mission is to protect human
health and the environment.

Have you invited any profes-
sionals from these agencies to
provide accurate information
about protecting human health
and environment to participate
in the May 30, 2018 meeting?

2) Will anyone other than vested

commercial interests and people
contracted by commercial inter-
ests be speaking? If so, who? If
not, why not?

3) Will a non-vested person
moderate the event?

4) How much time will be allo-
cated to public questions and
comments?

5) In your public statement
posted on Garwood.org you say
the following has been disclosed:
“all required information about
site contaminants to the NJDEP
and EPA.”

Kindly provide links to EPA you
refer to regarding “all required
information about site contami-
nants.

6) Kindly provide links to
Garwood website you refer to
regarding “all required informa-
tion about site contaminants.”

Thank you, Mr. Mayor, for your
time, care, and attention.

Greg Ruggiero
Garwood
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I Stand By And Support The Regular
Garwood Democratic Party

I am writing to you to ask that
you join me on June 5, in casting
your vote for the Garwood Demo-
cratic Team of the Honorable
Charles Lombardo for Mayor
along with Jennyfer Guerrero and
Vincent Kearney for Council.

For those of you who do not
know me, I am a homeowner and
former councilwoman. I have also
been involved in Garwood for 25
plus years in various school and
borough voluntary positions. I first
began volunteering with the origi-
nal School Facilities Committee,
was a founding member of the
Educational Foundation of
Garwood and continue to volun-
teer on several borough commit-
tees. Why do I continue to volun-
teer after all these years? Be-
cause this is what I do – I love our
community. Garwood is where I
have lived for 38 years and where
my husband and I chose to raise
our daughter. A sense of commu-
nity, growing up in a labor union
working-class family, is of utmost
importance and to always work
and live your life with integrity,
loyalty and respect for others.

I have known and worked with
Charles on council and various
committees for nearly 20 years;
do we always agree, no – but he
has always shown me respect for
my knowledge and experience.
His integrity and loyalty to the
Borough is prominent and work-
ing with council to do what is best
for our Borough, trusting that
other members of council will do
what is assigned to them, and to
keep him informed – working as
a team – to respect the position
of Mayor, while keeping
Garwood’s continued best inter-
ests in mind.

Sara Todisco even reached out
to me in late 2010 for my advice
in getting involved in Garwood
Democrat politics, which I gave
to her since she went to school
with my daughter and in 2011
she was one of three names sub-

mitted by the Regular Garwood
Democratic Party to fill an unex-
pired term and was ultimately
appointed. In my observations
over the years and attending
most council meetings, Mayor
Lombardo has been nothing but
supportive and trusting of Sara
during their time working to-
gether. It is also important to
note that Sara will be a council-
woman, win or lose this Primary
Election, until at least December
31, 2018, as she was recently
elected to a new three-year term
on council.

During the past few months I
have grown to know Jennyfer
and Vince, both of whom want
what is best for our Borough, for
their children, your children, and
all our residents. They have the
perspective of being homeowners
with small children and have cho-
sen Garwood in which to live and
raise their families. They have
the utmost selflessness and in-
tegrity and are willing to listen to
all, with no question or concern
being too small. They are willing
and able to accept the challenge
to continue to bring Garwood to
the best it can be – to continue to
look to the future, without for-
getting and respecting those who
came before them. They are in-
dividuals who will bring new ideas
and will voice their own opinions
without hesitation – which isn’t
much to ask of an elected official
– to represent all of us.

I respectfully ask that you join
me and vote for the team of
Charles Lombardo, Jennyfer
Guerrero and Vincent Kearney
on June 5. I stand by and support
the Regular Garwood Democratic
Party candidates – Column B – as
our community moves forward.

Kathy Villaggio
Garwood

lar fashion to the Russo Develop-
ment project, I ask Councilwoman
Todisco how does this keep our
community small and close-knit?
We all see the Garwood slogan
“Small-town, Big-heart” painted ev-
erywhere and thrown all around
social media, but what does this
really mean? If we really had a “big
heart,” I would expect those lead-
ing our local government, includ-
ing Sara Todisco, to take the time
to reach out to all residents and
listen to what they have to say.

Our local government should
also respect the history and in-
frastructure of this small town
which made it such a great place
to grow up in and raise a family
for so many years.

With the recent distribution of
many mailers from the “Demo-
crats for Garwood,” I see Sara
Todisco declaring that “better
government-to-citizen communi-
cation is needed for a stronger
Garwood.” However, may I ask
Ms. Todisco how have you
proactively reached out to the
residents of Garwood since 2011

to share what was previously be-
ing considered for these redevel-
opment plans that have now been
put forth without residential feed-
back? I have little regard for some-
one who now wants to emphasize
how transparent they are with
the residents when we do not
have clear examples of such trans-
parency regarding the redevel-
opment decisions that were made
while Miss Todisco was serving on
the town council during that time.

For local government, especially
for the leadership role of town
Mayor, we need someone who takes
teamwork into consideration, re-
spects the voices of the residents,
and compliments their fellow col-
leagues on council despite their

party affiliation so that we can all
achieve successes for this small
town. We need someone who un-
derstands the value of shared ac-
countability. However, with recent
attacks displayed from Sara Todisco
towards certain council members
of a different party affiliation, I am
of the opinion that Miss Todisco is
someone who is not willing to work
across party lines to achieve com-
mon goals for the benefit of
Garwood. Based on this behavior,
how could we believe that Miss
Todisco will be putting forth the
best interests of Garwood first?

Kathleen (Kat) Patterson
Garwood

YWCA Walk June 10 To
Fight Domestic Violence

Certified Public Accounting and
Consulting, LLC and Infineum
USA L.P., for helping to make
Strides4Strength another suc-
cess in its third year.

YWCA Union County has been
serving the community for 98
years, and is celebrating its 40th
anniversary of providing domes-
tic-violence services. The YWCA is
the only agency in Union County
that provides an emergency do-
mestic-violence shelter, in addi-
tion to supportive and transitional
housing, counseling, legal advo-
cacy and representation, children’s
services, 24-hour crisis interven-
tion and more. All YWCA services
are free and confidential.

I Was Privileged To Be A
Councilman In Garwood

Please join me in voting this
year in the Democratic Primary
June 5th for the team of
Lombardo, Kearney and Guerrero
– who I am standing behind and
voting for.

I was privileged to be a council-
man in Garwood since 2009 until
I ended my service to Garwood

in 2017. I have worked under
three different Mayors during my
terms and have a fresh set of
eyes on what I feel is better for
Garwood moving forward into
the next coming years.

Mayor Charles Lombardo has
the leadership skills, vision and
empathy towards our commu-
nity to continue Garwood’s
progress and transformation, and
he gives his constituents the re-
spect that they deserve. Mayor
Lombardo puts faith into each
council person to do their job. He
is a leader, not a dictator, and
does not micro manage any of
the Council committees.

In the past few months, I have
gotten to know Vince Kearney
and Jenn Guerrero. They both
have the courage and discipline
to be excellent council members
for the Borough of Garwood. They
have both shown me that they
listen to the people of Garwood,
are trustworthy, and they stay
current on issues that affect
Garwood and its residents.

Thank you for your consider-
ation and vote for Column B to
keep Garwood moving forward.

Lou Petruzzelli
Garwood

Letters to
the Editor

CRANFORD — YWCA Union
County invites area residents to
take part in its Third Annual
Strides4Strength: A Walk to End
Domestic Violence on Sunday,
June 10. The event will take place
from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. at
Cranford’s Nomehegan Park.

The walk is designed to raise
awareness and funds to support
YWCA Union County’s domestic-
violence programs. Participation
is free for children under age 12
and pets. To register, visit
ywcaunioncounty.org/event-
type/strides4strength/.

The YWCA expresses apprecia-
tion to its Premier Sponsor, Dew-
berry, and Walk Supporters, zbt

Probitas Verus Honos




