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Local Letters to the Editor

Improving Communication Between
Garwood’s Government And Its

Residents Is A Critical Step
ministrative power, a Mayor
should be active in ensuring
website updates are timely and
thorough. Social media needs to
be embraced as a means for
delivering information. We sup-
port sensible policies and proce-
dures to manage Garwood
Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram
pages. A Mayor should provide
leadership in spearheading new
initiatives like these.

We recognize that all citizens
are not on social media, so the
town should provide more infor-
mational literature to all homes,
so that the residents know what
is going on, especially on major
topics like redevelopment. It’s
necessary to have a leader that

We believe in empowering citi-
zens. Information should be regu-
larly shared with the public, and
elected officials need to be re-
sponsive to residents’ questions
and concerns. We stand for cre-
ating an open and inclusive pro-
cess for appointments to town
committees as well as initiating a
“Citizens’ Advisory Panel” made
up of citizens, not politicians, to
help the Council make capital
decisions, like roads and equip-
ment.

Simply saying, “residents
should attend public meetings”
is not enough. Our approach to
communication is multifaceted.
While public meetings and the
Borough website are a good start,
they are far from the end. As the
only local representative with ad-

Garwood Candidate Is Afraid To
Speak Out Risking His County Job

As the saying goes, “give a man
enough rope and he will hang
himself”. So goes Garwood coun-
cil candidate Vincent Kearney
when you read his letters to The
Westfield Leader.

I already pointed out to him
that insulting and attacking resi-
dents that have differing views is
not a good quality in a candidate.
He doesn’t care, but that’s his
prerogative. In that same letter,
I pointed out that if he is not
manipulated by the county po-
litical machine then he should
stand by me and express out-
rage to the Freeholders about
them hiring a new Union County
manager based on political con-
nections and in express violation
of the county laws and statutes.

Candidate Kearney’s response
was that he was not going to
stand by me, but that I should go
talk to other agencies about it.
That, I agree, is sound advice
and that direction is already in
place. But here is where he proves
me right again and ends up with
“enough rope”.

He clearly admits to being an
officer in the sheriff’s depart-
ment at Union County. We must
assume he took an oath of office
and swore on the bible while
recounting the fact that he is to
uphold the laws of this state and
nation.

So what kind of officer, who
swears on upholding the laws,
when confronted by the fact the
Freeholders are breaking those
laws, instead avoids any con-
frontation of that violation?

The readers can certainly guess
the answer that was already
posed: One that is manipulated
by the county political machine
and is afraid to speak out risking
his job.

Just as an aside, I did offer him
suggestions, that he should let
his handlers write the letters to
avoid having him shoot himself
in the foot. I even offered myself
to vette his letters first to help
him out. The offer still stands.

Bruce Paterson
Garwood

I Recommend Sean Benoit
For Garwood Town Council

I write to strongly recommend
that Garwood elect Sean Benoit
to Town Council. I am a practic-
ing attorney and a colleague of
Sean’s at a nonprofit organiza-
tion where we advocate for people
with disabilities. It has been my
pleasure to work with Sean on
cases where he successfully
fought to secure educational op-
portunities for children with dis-
abilities who were incarcerated
in New Jersey’s juvenile justice
system.

Sean’s professional accomplish-
ments suggest he will achieve
similarly excellent results for his
town as he does for his clients.
Sean develops excellent rapport
with clients and with other attor-
neys. He listens to his adversar-

ies and they respect his reason-
ableness. I know that Sean will
work tirelessly on behalf of his
town’s residents, listen to all resi-
dents’ points of view, and sup-
port town government like how
he advocates for clients: with an
inquisitive and measured ap-
proach.

I have witnessed firsthand
Sean’s passionate advocacy on
behalf of people with disabilities,
and his skill and knowledge as a
first-rate attorney. To vote for
Sean is to recognize that all resi-
dents of Garwood would benefit
from his considerate profession-
alism.

August Lincoln Pozgay
West Windsor, NJ
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ensures entities, like the utility
companies, provide information
to homes affected by their work.
More direct outreach to the pub-
lic about upcoming road work
with project details and timelines
would also be beneficial.

At the April 24 Council meeting,
Sara asked the Mayor when a
town hall meeting would be held
by Russo Development. When he
responded that he expected it to
be July or August, Sara stressed
the importance of the meeting
and requested it be held sooner.
At the May 8 Council meeting, a
town hall was scheduled for May
30 and Sara suggested the town
send a flyer announcing the meet-
ing to inform all the citizens and
the rest of Council agreed. That’s
leadership.

With the upcoming town-wide
revaluation, it is imperative that
accurate information is dissemi-
nated effectively. Sara demon-
strated proactive leadership by
inviting the tax assessor to speak
at public meetings about this topic
beginning back in 2013. Since
Garwood has now been man-
dated by the State to conduct a
revaluation of all properties, it’s
important our town has a leader
who is visible, proactive, and re-
sponsive to residents. The Demo-
cratic-led Council has made sure
the firm conducting the revalua-
tion is responsible for informing
the citizens. Now, we need a
Mayor who will oversee this pro-
cess and hold the firm account-
able.

Our town is at a pivotal mo-
ment and we are dedicated to
making sure Garwood comes out
on top. Please vote Column D for
our “Democrats for Garwood”
team on June 5 so that we can
work together to improve com-
munication and create a stron-
ger Garwood.

Councilwoman Sara Todisco,
Candidate for Mayor

Michael Ince, Candidate for Council
Sean Benoit, Candidate for Council

Councilwoman Todisco Stepped Up To
Help Provide Me With The Direction
As a teacher for the past 15

years, and a Garwood Council-
man for the last 18  months, I
have worked with various lead-
ers. When I first started teach-
ing, my principal delegated all
responsibilities to the teachers,
which created a culture of inde-
pendence and flexibility. Unfor-
tunately, it also created a lack of
uniformed vision as staff mem-
bers would feel as if there were
no clear direction for why pro-
grams or professional develop-
ment were implemented. When
a new principal came, a new
style of leadership emerged. One
in which a shared mission and
goals were developed under the

direction of our principal and a
group of teacher leaders who
volunteered their time to im-
prove the overall climate and
success of our students. This type
of leader was no dictator, but
someone who was willing to ar-
ticulate a clear path forward, take
feedback from teachers to mold
challenging, but realistic goals,
and provide a supportive yet
aggressive approach to complet-
ing the mission.

This story reminds me of the
democratic primary mayoral race
in Garwood. Having worked with
both current Mayor Charles
Lombardo and Councilwoman
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