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CASA DAY...Cranford Mayor Thomas H. Hannen, Jr. and the Cranford Township
Committee declared last Friday, May 11, as Court Appointed Special Advocates
(CASA) of Union County Day. Among those gathered to support Cranford’s CASA
Day proclamation were, from left to right, Executive Director Marla Higginbotham,
board member Adam Rothenberg, Cranford advocates Laura La Fronz, Sherry
Williams and Deana Washburn, Board President Jennifer Mutch, Cranford advo-
cate Julie Exarhakos, Board Vice-President Ron Silver, Development Manager
Phyllis Dunlop and Board Treasurer and advocate John Caravello.

mits reports to NJDEP and may
require procedural changes or
additional testing during cleanup
to comply with safety regula-
tions.

The work Russo is currently
undertaking is asbestos
remediation, along with utility
disconnections, not demolition.
While there is a local permit re-
quired for this remediation of
removing asbestos it is not part
of the Uniform Construction Code
enforced at the local level.
Cranford must simply ensure that
all the required paperwork is sub-
mitted. An air quality monitor is
on site at all times that asbestos
removal is ongoing.

Russo Development submitted
applications for required permits
to the Cranford Building Depart-
ment, however, these will not be
issued until asbestos remediation
is complete. Russo has projected
actual demolition to begin in late
June or early July. Because of
contamination embedded in the
steel structure of the Casale/
Petro buildings, demolition will
be done “by hand.” This does not

mean literally by hand, but that
all demolition will be controlled
with smaller equipment (no
wrecking ball) as required by NJ
DEP and EPA to control dust.

While neither the EPA, DEP or
the developer is required by law
to notify adjacent property own-
ers, I understand resident con-
cerns on this issue. I am in dis-
cussions with Russo personnel
about additional measures that
they can take during this process
to inform Garwoodians of the

cleanup actions being taken on
site. We will also discuss com-
munication plans and updating
the borough website with our
department heads to keep our
residents informed.

Again, I appreciate your con-
cerns about this matter. Please
come to the town hall meeting
set for May 30 at the Lincoln
School at 7 p.m. to address all
concerns.

Charles Lombardo,
Mayor of Garwood

GW Mayor Schedules Town Meeting On Redevelopment

CRANFORD
Tuesday, May 8, Keyne Dasilva,

21, of South Amboy, was ar-
rested and charged with posses-
sion of under 50 grams of mari-
juana and possession of drug
paraphernalia. Police stopped a
2004 Mazda was stopped on
Myrtle Street near Baltimore Av-
enue for unclear plates. Dasilva
was processed and provided with
a municipal court appearance
date. Additionally, he was issued
motor vehicle summonses for un-
clear plates, driving while sus-
pended and possession of a con-
trolled dangerous substance in a
motor vehicle.

Tuesday, May 8, Robert Wyler,
31, of Staten Island, NY, and Chris-
topher Turchi, 31, of Linden, NJ,
was arrested and charged with
possession of a controlled dan-
gerous substance, possession of
prescription legend drugs, and
possession of drug parapherna-
lia. Police stopped a 2011 Mazda
at the intersection of Centennial
Avenue and Raritan Road for er-
ratic driving. Both men, who were
passengers, were processed and
released pending a state Superior
Court appearance date. Addition-
ally, the driver, who was not iden-
tified, was issued motor vehicle
summonses for careless driving
and not having a valid registration
card in his possession.

Tuesday, May 8, Preston
Lopriore, 23, of Red Bank, and
Paul Discepolo, 25, of Garwood
were arrested and charged pos-
session of a controlled dangerous
substance, possession of a hypo-
dermic syringe and possession of
drug paraphernalia. Police stopped
a 2015 Nissan on Centennial Av-
enue near South Avenue East for
not signaling a turn. Following an
investigation at the scene, two
passengers, Lopriore and
Discepolo, were arrested for sus-
pected heroin and hypodermic sy-
ringes located in the vehicle. They
were both processed and pro-
vided with a state Superior Court

appearance date. Additionally, the
driver, who was identified, was
issued motor vehicle summonses
for an improper turn and failing to
provide a valid driver’s license
and insurance card.

Saturday, May 12, Jocelyn
Lubin, 32, of Maplewood, was
arrested and charged with Driv-
ing While Intoxicated (DWI) after
police stopped a 2009 Honda on
Raritan Road near Centennial
Avenue for a brake light out.
Lubin was processed and pro-
vided with a municipal court ap-
pearance date. Additionally, he
was issued motor vehicle sum-
monses for open container, main-
tenance of lamps and failure to
have a valid insurance card in his
possession.

Sunday, May 13, Diamonte
Robinson, 22, of Miami Gardens,
Fla., was arrested and charged
with disorderly conduct and re-
sisting arrest after police units
were dispatched to a male walk-
ing on top of the jersey barrier
which separates the northbound
and southbound lanes of the Gar-
den State Parkway. Police offered
assistance in getting him safely
out of the Parkway’s fast lane.
Robinson refused any assistance
and disregarded the officer’s at-
tempts to remove him from the
travel lanes of the Parkway. He
was placed him under arrest for
creating a hazardous condition at
which point he resisted arrest.
Further investigation revealed
Robinson was wanted out of Mi-
ami-Dade, Fla.. He was processed
and remanded to the Union County
jail pending extradition.

Monday, May 14, Jason Goggins,
43, of Jersey City was arrested
and charged with possession of
under 50 grams of marijuana and
possession of drug paraphernalia
after police stopped a 2007
Pontiac on Raritan Road near
Mohawk Drive for tinted windows.
Goggins was processed and pro-
vided with a municipal court ap-
pearance date. Further investi-
gation revealed the subject had
multiple warrants for his arrest.
He was remanded to the Hudson
County jail.

Cranford Library Friends
Announce Used Book Sale

CRANFORD — The Friends of
the Cranford Public Library invite
the community to visit its used
book sale in the library’s Friendly
Book Cellar.

The sale will take place on
Wednesday, June 6, from 4 to
8:30 p.m.; Thursday and Friday,
June 7 and 8, from 10 a.m. to
4:30 p.m., and Saturday, June 9,

from 10 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. More
than 10,000 adult and children’s
books will be available for sale,
as well as CDs, DVDs and re-
corded books. Prices will range
from 25 cents to $2, except for a
few specially-marked items.

Saturday will be Bag Day, dur-
ing which attendees may fill a
bag with books for just $8. The
library is located at 224 Walnut
Avenue. Entrance to the sale is
through the side door, just off
the main parking lot. The sale is
wheelchair-accessible. Proceeds
will benefit the library.

For more information about the
Friends of the Cranford Public
Library, go to cranfordlibrary.org
and click on Friends of the Li-
brary.
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