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lenges and opportunities; the
second is to determine a desired
future for the district, and the
third is to formulate goals and
actionable steps to achieve goals
and, ultimately, realize a vision
for the district.

According to Superintendent
Rubin, the Strategic Council has
put together a draft of a mission/
vision and four goal statements.
This information was sent out to
the community for feedback, and
while feedback has been “over-
whelmingly positive,” some sug-
gestions were made.

As the district moves forward
with the process, the Council is
“engaging in the action planning
part” and the administrative team
is starting to create an action
plan, according to the superin-
tendent.

The retirement of Barbara
Narus, teacher of Family Con-
sumer Sciences at Cranford High
School, was approved by the
board. Superintendent Rubin
thanked Ms. Narus for her years
of service and commented, “it
takes a special teacher” to moti-
vate students the way she has.

The next board of education
meeting will take place on Mon-
day, May 21, at 7:30 p.m.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
SUBJECT OF TOWN-WIDE MEETING...Demolition and cleanup of the
Petro/Casale site on South Avenue in Garwood will be the subject of a town-wide
meeting at 7 p.m. on Wednesday, May 30, at the Lincoln School. Please see Mayor
Charles Lombardo’s statement on Page 10.

Knights to Sponsor
Blood Drive May 26

AREA — Knights of Columbus
No. 3240 of Roselle Park will
sponsor a Community Blood Drive
on Saturday, May 26, from 10
a.m. to 2 p.m. It will take place at
the Church of the Assumption,
located at 113 Chiego Place,
Roselle Park.

Complimentary cholesterol
screenings will be available.
Sandwiches and refreshments
will be served to all donors.

To make an appointment, call
(201) 251-3703 or access
donor.cbsblood.org/donor/
schedules/drive_schedule/
47541.

Juvenile Arrested After
Pursuit Into Westfield

CRANFORD — Authorities ar-
rested a  17-year-old Jersey City
resident following a police pur-
suit into Westfield.

A Cranford police officer was on
patrol Sunday night when he at-
tempted to stop a motor vehicle
for a traffic violation. As the driver
slowed his 2000 Dodge van down,
near the intersection of Orchard
Street and Makatom Drive, he
exited the moving vehicle in an
attempt to flee the scene, ac-
cording to Cranford police.

Cranford police officers engaged
in a foot pursuit with the suspect
as he entered the rear yards of
residences along Brown Terrace.
A perimeter was quickly estab-
lished and through the assis-
tance of the Union County
Sheriff’s Department, a Police K-
9 was used to search for the
subject. Further investigation had
revealed that the Dodge van was
a stolen vehicle out of Bayonne.

After a thorough search was
conducted, the Garwood and
Westfield Police Departments

advised they had found a juve-
nile on a bicycle matching the
description of the individual
sought near the intersection of
South and Central Avenues in
Westfield. The 17-year-old male
was identified and placed under
arrest for receiving stolen prop-
erty and eluding police.

It was later determined that
the juvenile had entered a ve-
hicle on Beech Street in Cranford
while fleeing and pulled its igni-
tion, but was eventually unable
to start it. The juvenile was pro-
cessed and released to a parent.
The Cranford Police Juvenile Bu-
reau is continuing its investiga-
tion into the matter and expects
additional charges of burglary to
be served to the juvenile.

“Working together with our
neighboring community police
departments we were able to
recover a stolen vehicle and pre-
vent further criminal activity this
individual had intended to com-
mit,” Cranford Police Chief Ryan
Greco said.

Garwood Mayor Schedules Town
Meeting On Redevelopment

While a resident has recently
raised concerns about air quality
at the Petro/Casale cleanup site,
I assure you the developer has
complied with all state and fed-
eral regulations and there are no
air quality issues. I understand
the concerns about this matter,
however, they need to be ad-
dressed by licensed profession-
als who are qualified to answer
them, not by me or members of
the Council. I have arranged for
a Town Hall meeting at 7 p.m. on
Wednesday, May 30, at the Lin-
coln School, to alleviate your
concerns.

This redevelopment project has
been in the works for about 10
years. The contamination issue
at this site was known and previ-
ously disclosed as required by
New Jersey law. The Borough
Council declared the area in need
of redevelopment and adopted a
redevelopment plan. Our Plan-
ning Board approved a site plan
after extensive public hearings,

conditioned on the developer
obtaining all proper state and
federal approvals. Neither the
Council nor the Planning Board
has oversight of, or authority
over, environmental cleanups as
state and federal authorities pre-
empt local government. Russo
Development disclosed all re-
quired information about site
contaminants to the New Jersey
Department of Environmental
Protection (NJ DEP) and the fed-
eral Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA) during an exten-
sive four-phase application pro-
cess, found on the EPA website
and previously linked on
Garwood’s website.

The party responsible for en-
suring proper environmental
cleanup occurs is the Licensed
Site Remediation Professional
(LSRP), who is licensed by NJDEP,
and who can face criminal and
civil penalties if false findings are
made. The LSRP is on site, sub-

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
GOING BACK IN HISTORY...This classic car owner looks over  his 1915 Model
T at the first Cranford Cruiser Night of 2018 held last Wednesday night. The
event is sponsored by the Cranford Chamber of Commerce.CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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