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www.jameswardmansion.com

Have your Sweet 16 Party at The James Ward Mansion!

“Make Our Mansion Your Mansion”

Sweet Sixteen 
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One Popcorn, Poor  — Two Popcorns, Fair — Three Popcorns, Good — Four Popcorns, Excellent

Tully
The Helping Hand that Rocks the Cradle

3 popcorns

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
film critic

There is a surprise twist in director
Jason Reitman’s Tully, about a mom
whose domestic struggles increase ex-
ponentially when she adds a third child
to her already challenging brood. Ordi-
narily, this wouldn’t be big news. Lots
of movies toss us an O. Henry in the
ninth inning, some preceded by clues,
others with no justification other than
that they had  no other way to end the
thing. Y’know…when in doubt, drop
the deus ex machina on ‘em. But here,
everything—the plot, the message, the
who, what where and when—hangs on
that curveball.

If nothing else, the story construction
alone deserves kudos. Not because it is
nifty, but because it serves as an integral
part of the heartrending social import
achieved by the well-strategized be-
guilement. You think you’re watching
one movie and then, in a flash of revela-
tion, the tale jumps tracks, puts all that
has transpired into perspective, and
teaches a vital lesson. ‘Wow, well I
thought, OK, oh…so that’s it, huh? So
all along, really, she. That’s why she,
hmm...now I get it.’ Yeah, that kind of
thing.

But hold off, you Sherlock Holmes
types. This isn’t your meat. I’m re-
minded of Sid, the engineer my big
sister Ann dated. While probably a
good catch by early 1960s standards,
her chief complaint was his incessant
explanation of how everything was done
in the movies they watched, including,
but not limited to, the technical feats
and how it would all be resolved. I
didn’t like him because he had real
shiny, dark, slicked back hair, and vo-
ciferously stated my objection. I don’t
know how much my petition figured in
his eventual banishment.

However, just in case Sid is some-
where happily ensconced in domestic
bliss with a gal who appreciates a know-
it-all around the house and is reading
this review (Hi Sid), here’s a clue: It’s a
chicken and egg situation, the stated
premise ultimately and totally depen-
dent on the divulgement, and vice versa.
Plus, as this is not a crime drama, but
closer in ethos and style to something
M. Knight Shyamalan might have fash-
ioned if he wanted to present a treatise
on postpartum depression, there is no
glory in divining the twist. So just be
quiet if you get it, Sid.

Fact is, while the story is told in
deceivingly lighthearted if not cyni-
cally caustic terms by a solid cast
featuring Charlize Theron as Marlo,
the beleaguered mom in question, this
is serious stuff…even if we don’t al-
ways know it. Dad, played by Ron

Livingston, though paying sympathetic
lip service to mom’s trials and tribula-
tions, is busy out there in the dog-eat-
dog economy, the bacon he brings
home his exoneration for not being
fully involved. Whereas Marlo is
freaked, and already up to her ears in
Herculean tasks when the new bundle
of joy arrives.

You see, while her little girl, Sarah
(Lia Frankland), eight, seems pretty
normal, five-year-old Jonah (Asher
Miles Fallica) is exhibiting periodi-
cally aggressive behavior that has thus
far eluded diagnosis and raised the
hackles of administrators at his tony
private school. So it only figures that
Marlo would jump at the proposal
when her rich brother, Craig, played
by Mark Duplass, offers the gift of a
night nanny for as long as she might
need her.

Enters the nursery, Tully… part Mary
Poppins, part Mother Theresa and part
Kahlil Gibran in a twenty-three-year-
old, neo-Hippy personage. Played with
vivacious allure and no small amount
of mystery by Mackenzie Davis, she is
a dream come true. Marlo, suddenly
enjoying practically full nights of sleep,
can now bake cookies for the school
picnic, just like the other moms, fix her
hair, and maybe even enjoy a little me
time. But as human nature would have
it, we’re worried…concerned that it’s
too good to last.

Therefore, while we vicariously luxu-
riate in the reprieve from drudgery Tully
has made possible, we’re consigned to
hoping that we’re probably wrong…that
waiting for the other shoe to drop is
merely a function of our paranoia. Nah,
it’s going to be just fine. But then, what
would be the purpose of the film? Mere
advertisement for hiring a nanny?
Hence, we look for signs. And in due
time, as previously forewarned, we are
thrown for the proverbial loop. Yet not
in the way we suspected.

A bit drained and knowing we’ve
just witnessed not an ad for night nan-
nies, but what amounts to an impor-
tant, feature-length public service an-
nouncement, we head to the diner for
an après theater mulling. It’s obvious.
If we humans are all in this together, it
means understanding the other
gender’s needs. To this aspiration, Tully
examples an anguishing disorder that’s
been right under our noses since time
immemorial, and to which no enlight-
ened society should turn a blind eye.

***
Tully, rated R, is a Focus Features

release directed by Jason Reitman and
stars Charlize Theron, Mackenzie Davis
and Mark Duplass. Running time: 95
minutes.

McKinley Elementary
Presents 20th Annual Kapers

KAPER KIDS...The fifth grade girls performed as part of the McKinley Kapers
in April. Pictured, from left to right, are: Devin Cook, Gemma Lagatta, Priscilla
Dayon, Maya Mehta, Zoe Weinberg, and Amelia Mamlet.

NJWA Announces Mary
Poppins as 2018 Musical

WESTFIELD – McKinley Kapers
put on their 20th annual school show
April 19 through 21. Written and
directed by McKinley parents
Meredith and Jim Scheiner, this
year’s play was called “Back To The
Present.” As per tradition, the cast
included 3rd, 4th and 5th graders,
along with parents and staff—all of
whom performed a wide variety of
musical numbers.

The show featured a time-travel-
ing elevator that had zapped the en-
tire school back in time. As Principal
Marc Biunno, the staff, students, and
parents tried to get back to the present
day, they sang and danced to songs
from the ‘60s, ‘70s, ‘80s, and ‘90s.
Through it all, the cast ended up
learning a lot and having a ton of fun.

As in previous years, Kapers is run
entirely by parents. This year, it was
made possible by: the directors
Meredith and Jim Scheiner; the cho-
reographer Tammi Oberstein; the as-
sistant directors Paola Briones-Marro,
Jeannette Cohen, Jen Concannon,
Heather Finn, Diana Hegarty, and
Rachel Peachman; and numerous
other parents and volunteers behind
the scenes.

This heartwarming show is a true
community effort that was built on
the foundation of many previous

Kapers casts. Twenty years ago when
two McKinley parents—Sara
Hegepeth and Jenny Murphy—
founded Kapers, they wanted to do a
school show with a twist. They aimed
to teach kids about the fun and hard
work that goes into a live theatrical
production but they also wanted to
model inclusion. For this reason, ev-
erybody—kids, parents, and school
staff—is welcome to join regardless
of past experience, musical ability,
acting chops, dancing skills, finan-
cial resources, or learning style. All
that is required to participate in Kapers
is a willingness to try and a sense of
humor.

Over the years, the Kapers torch
has been held high by other McKinley
parents—Julie Fetter, Joseph
Penczak, Wendy Connolly, Jackie
Weiner, Don Tipton, and Jenny
Tannenbaum. But the mission has al-
ways remained the same: to foster a
love of theater in the students; to learn
teamwork; and engender pride in their
school.

Today, Kapers is stronger than ever.
This year’s 20th anniversary perfor-
mances inspired the audience to laugh,
clap along to the music, and ulti-
mately come away from the show
bursting with school spirit and com-
munity pride.

WESTFIELD – Spotlight Drama
Camp, a new addition to the NJWA
Summer Arts Workshop (formerly
known as the Westfield Summer Work-
shop), is providing students in grades
six through 12 the opportunity to sing,
dance and act in a full production of
Mary Poppins this July 9 to 27.

The day camp, which will meet on
Mondays through Fridays from 8:30
a.m. to 12:30 p.m., will be held at the
First Congregational Church of
Westfield, 125 Elmer Street.

This production of Mary Poppins,
based on the Mary Poppins children’s
book, the Disney film and the Broad-
way musical, will be directed by Ste-
fanie Santoro. Ms. Santoro holds a
Bachelor of Music degree from the
John J. Cali School of Music. She is a
professional flautist and flute teacher.
She has directed such musicals as High
School Musical, Wizard of Oz,
Cinderella, The Little Mermaid and
Grease.

Registration for this exciting sum-
mer day camp is ongoing. Interested
participants should visit the Summer
Arts Workshop website at
www.njwasummerworkshop.com for
more information and to register online.

In addition to the Spotlight Drama

Camp, the Summer Arts Workshop of-
fers several other camps for kids of
different ages and interests. Young Ex-
plorers, for ages four to six, and El-
ementary Artists, for ages seven to 10,
both offer a well-rounded and stimulat-
ing curriculum of music, art, dance and
more. These camps will be located at
the First Baptist Church at, 170 Elm
Street, in Westfield. Virtuoso Chamber
Music Camp, for classical instrumen-
talists in grades three to 12, and Jam-A-
Rama, for rock & jazz musicians in
grades six through 12, will both be
located at the NJWA Music Studio
at150-152 East Broad Street. The Sum-
mer Arts Workshop also offers full-day
and extended care options, plus flex-
ible scheduling for busy parents.

For additional information about the
Summer Arts Workshop, visit
www.njwasummerworkshop.com,
visit the NJWA Music Studio at 150-
152 East Broad Street in Westfield,
call (908) 518-1551 or email
njwa.summerworkshop@gmail.com.

NJSO Offers Free
Summer Concert

AREA – The New Jersey Sym-
phony Orchestra performs free con-
certs in parks throughout New Jersey
in June and July, bringing a family-
friendly program of Broadway songs,
opera overtures and more to six out-
door venues including Echo Lake Park
in Mountainside on Friday, June 22 at
7:30 p.m.

Full event details for the NJSO’s
slate of summer concerts are avail-
able at njsymphony.org/summer.

Seasoned Educators to
Assume Admin. Roles

WESTFIELD – At its May 8 meet-
ing, the Westfield Board of Educa-
tion approved the appointment of
Elizabeth Delasandro as supervisor
of K-12 mathematics and Warren
Hynes as Westfield High School as-
sistant principal.

A longtime math teacher at Edison
Intermediate School and, most re-
cently at WHS, with a proven track
record of implementing differentiated
instructional strategies for all student
learners, Ms. Delasandro joined the
Westfield Public School District in
1999.  She will begin her new posi-
tion on August 1, replacing Regina
Kiczek, who is retiring effective July
31.

“During my time in Westfield, I
have had the opportunity to grow into
this new role and gain valuable insight
into the conceptual development of
mathematics from elementary to high
school,” says Ms. Delasandro.  “Mov-
ing forward, I am excited to collabo-
rate with administrators and teachers
in bringing quality mathematics edu-
cation to our students.”

As a member of the district’s Stra-
tegic Planning Committee, Ms.
Delasandro helped shape the five-
year strategic plan.  She organized the
creation and integration of interdisci-
plinary lessons as a teacher team
leader, and worked with colleagues
to plan, implement and develop les-
sons and common assessments.

Mr. Hynes, a 14-year veteran at
WHS who teaches English and Jour-
nalism, will begin his new position as
assistant principal at the high school
on July 1, succeeding Margaret

McFadden who is retiring on June 30.
“It has been my privilege to work

as a teacher in Westfield High School
for the past 14 years, and it’s a privi-
lege to begin serving the school as an
administrator,” Mr. Hynes says, add-
ing that he looks forward to continu-
ing the example of dedication and
hard work set by Ms. McFadden and
to joining “the team of superb admin-
istrators the school has in Derrick
Nelson, Jim DeSarno and Mable
Huynh.”

For 12 years, Mr. Hynes has served
as the adviser to the WHS Commu-
nity Service Club and currently also
serves as adviser to Hi’s Eye, the
student-run weekly school newspa-
per.  He has crafted new curricula for
several high school courses, mentored
new English Language Arts teachers,
co-coordinated the high school’s peer
mentoring “Transition Program” for
freshmen, and is an active member of
the WHS Helping Hands Fund, a com-
mittee of parents, teachers and ad-
ministrators who support families in
the school community in financial
need.

“Mr. Hynes and Ms. Delasandro
will be excellent additions to our lead-
ership team,” says Superintendent
Margaret Dolan.  “Both have a wealth
of experience and a true understand-
ing of what it takes to help a student
succeed.”

Ms. Dolan says the two emerged as
the clear choices for the positions
after an exhaustive search that in-
cluded 80 applications for the math-
ematics supervisor position and 251
for the assistant principalship.

FUTURE BUSINESS WOMEN...Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School DECA
traveled to Atlanta, Ga. for the International Career Development Conference.
Eleven students participated in various events and leadership workshops at the
four-day conference that took place in late April. Niva Patel, right, and Caitlin
Bourke placed in the top 20 teams in Sports and Entertainment Marketing Team
Decision Making in Atlanta. The seniors qualified for the final round out of 240
international teams. The seniors placed first in the Central Region of New Jersey
and first in the State of New Jersey in their event and continued their winning ways
in Atlanta.

 Local Students Graduate
From East Stroudsburg Univ.

EAST STROUDSBURG, Pa. – A
total of 1,205 students received de-
grees from East Stroudsburg Univer-
sity of Pennsylvania at separate com-
mencement exercises for undergradu-
ate and graduate students on May 4
and May 5.

Margaret Appezzato of Scotch
Plains received a Bachelor of Sci-
ence in Special Education (Pre K-8)
and Early Childhood Education (Pre
K-4).

Lauren Harmer of Westfield re-
ceived a Bachelor of Science in Rec-
reation Services Management.

Christian Lettieri of Fanwood re-
ceived a Bachelor of Science in Busi-
ness Management.

Kerry Loprete of Scotch Plains re-
ceived a Bachelor of Science in Pub-
lic Health.

Kevin McDonnell of Garwood re-
ceived a Bachelor of Science in Busi-
ness Management.

Jennifer Palumbo of Scotch Plains
received a Master of Science in Clini-
cal Exercise Physiology.

Eric Pawlick of Cranford received
a Master of Science in Athletic Train-
ing.


