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Area stores that carry The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES

King's Supermarket
300 South Ave. (Leader)

Shoprite Supermarket
563 North Ave. (Leader)

7-11 of Mountainside
921 Mountain Ave. (Leader)

Westfield Tobacco & News
108 Elm St. (Leader)

Baron's Drug Store
243 E. Broad St. (Leader)

Krauszer's
727 Central Ave. (Leader)

Westfield Mini Mart
301 South Ave., W. (Leader)

7-11 of Westfield
1200 South Ave., W. (Leader/Times)

Kwick Mart Food Store
190 South Ave. (Times)

Scotch Hills Pharmacy
1819 East 2nd St. (Times)

Mountain Deli
2385 Mountain Ave. (Times)

Wallis Stationery
441 Park Ave. (Leader/Times)

7-11 of Garwood
309 North Ave. (Leader)

Excel Athletics
Joint Replacement, Physical Limitations,

Middle Age Fitness, Senior Programming, Cardiac Rehabilitation,
Youth Exercise Prescription & Progression

With 30+ years of experience as a Health & Physical Education Teacher,
Certified Exercise Physiologist, Registered/Certified Strength & Conditioning

Specialist/Coach, Former Athlete, & Patient of Joint Replacement.

Offering in-home expert assessment, exercise prescription,
program design, instruction, & monitoring for all ages & skills.

Free Initial Consultation--Call 908-337-9591.
By Appointment beginning June 1, 2018

CARDENAS FANS 9, WALKS NONE; VENEZIA 2-FOR-2, RBI

Raiders Shut Out Rahway, 4-0,
For Fifth Straight Softball Win

By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School softball team defeated
Rahway, 4-0, on Senior Day, May 9,
in Scotch Plains. Senior right hander
Zoe Cardenas scattered four hits and
struck out nine batters and walked
none in a complete game shutout. The
win was the Raiders’ fifth straight and
evened their season mark at 9-9, while
solidifying their position with the state
playoff seedings about to be an-
nounced.

“We should be in the 11 or 12
range,” said Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Head Coach Jess Hulnik. “Zoe was
really dialed in today. This was one of
her best performances of the season.”

Cardenas picked a great day to show
off her best stuff. The hard throwing
righty struck out her 100th career
batter in the third inning before a
crowd assembled to honor graduat-
ing Raider seniors.

“It means a lot to me to reach that
milestone,” said Cardenas, who will
attend William Patterson next year. “It
has been a special season for us really
in that we are starting to click as a team
toward the end of the year. This has
always been a really close-knit group
and we are finally starting to play like
we are capable of playing as a team.

The Raiders struck first, scoring a
run in the bottom of the second in-
ning. Hannah Lyman got things started
with a single past third base. Cardenas
followed, dropping a bloop single
into center. Both runners stole second
and third, setting the stage for Amanda
Venezia to break the scoreless tie.
Venezia delivered a sac fly to center
that scored Lyman from third base.
Cardenas was thrown out at third base
resulting in a double play. It was a
high cost to pay for the single run but
with Cardenas pitching effectively, it
was more than enough.

The Raiders added to the lead in the
third inning. Senior Bridget Wallden
led off with a walk and advanced to
third with two outs. Angie DiGiacomo
brought Wallden home when she
reached on an error for a 2-0 lead.

The Raiders tacked on two more
runs in the fourth to make it 4-0. Singles
by Lyman and Venezia put runners in
scoring position. They would eventu-
ally score on ground balls by Cassidy
Novello and Bridget Wallden.

Meanwhile Cardenas was just out-

standing. She struck out the side in the
fifth inning and navigated through the
only trouble she faced in the sixth
when Rahway (4-11) got runners to
second and third with just one out.
Cardenas retired Indian batters Isabel
Elliot and Kayla Blakney on infield
popups to end the threat. Cardenas
retired the side in order in the seventh
to end the game.

Venezia went 2-for-2 with an RBI
to lead the Raider attack. The post
game featured a tribute to five Raider
senior players as the team celebrated
Senior Day. Zoe Cardenas, Sarah
McEvoy, Angie DiGiacomo, Quinn
Kekelis and Bridget Wallden were
given yellow roses by the coaches and
teammates.

“The yellow are symbolic because
they remind us of the sun,” explained
Coach Hulnik. “For these girls the
flowers represent the sunrise as they
start new journeys.”

he players posed for photos with
teammates, coaches and family

members.
“I’m proud of my teammates this

year,” said senior Quinn Kekelis, who
is headed for Rensselaer Polytechnical
Institute next year. “We are having
some success now but we’ve always
remained positive throughout our
years together even when things
weren’t going well for us as record
wise.”

Scotch Plains-Fanwood players are
hopeful that their journey as Raiders
still has a few miles ahead of it in the
upcoming state playoffs.

“It is really nice to be doing well in
our senor seasons,” said Angie
DiGiacomo who will attend Old Do-
minion. “Today wasn’t our best game
but we took advantage of opportuni-
ties and did what we needed to do to
get the win. That is something that you
need to do against really good teams.
When I look at the states I don’t see any
reason why we can’t go far.”
Rahway 000 000 0 0
Sc Pl-Fanwood 011 200 x 4

Alex Lowe for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ENJOYING RAIDER SENIOR DAY...The Raider softball seniors enjoyed Se-
nior Day on May 11 with a victory over Rahway. Pictured, left to right, are: Angie
DiGiacomo, Sarah McEvoy, Quinn Kekelis, Bridget Wallden and Zoe Cardenas.

Alex Lowe for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ENJOYING THEIR VICTORY ON SENIOR DAY...The Raider softball team shutout Rahway, 4-0, on Senior Day in Scotch
Plains on May 11.
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Luxury Rentals for Adults 55+
The Club at Autumn Ridge offers remarkable 55+ living in Union Township. 
Experience total luxury in an elegantly appointed 1- or 2-bedroom apartment. 
Enjoy full-time access to the community clubhouse with its heated pool, fitness 
center and cyber-library, plus an Activities Director who puts the focus on fun. 

Call 866.379.4541 for hours and directions
ClubAtAutumnRidge.com

1200 Ridge Drive, Union Township, NJ 07083

Since coming to Westfield in 1983,
Bill Mellott has spent every fall (35 of
them) coaching football, and every
spring working with the track team. In
addition, he’s put in more than two
decades helping out with the indoor
track team.

But the grind finally got to him and,
after recently turning 60, he decided to
step down from his position as fresh-
man football coach. He will continue as
an assistant track coach and as a PE
teacher at Jefferson Elementary School.
Jay Cook, who starred on Mellott’s
1998 freshman team, will replace him.

“I had played football for 12 years
and coached it for 38 more,” Mellott
said. “I felt that after 50 years on a
football field that it was time. With
teaching elementary physical educa-
tion, to keep up the energy level for the
school day and then another two hours
on the field, it was getting harder to do.
Cap that with a start (practice) date in
mid-August and a 45-minute ride home
(Hillsborough), six days a week, it was
catching up with me.

“At 60, things aren’t as easy as they
used to be.”

Mellott was a 1975 graduate of A.L.
Johnson in Clark, where he lettered in
football and track. “The only year that
I played against a Westfield team was
my freshman year,” he said, “and we
got beat 33-0.” He later played college
football at West Liberty (W.Va.) State,
and then began his teaching and coach-
ing career at David Brearley in
Kenilworth in 1980.

When Mellott joined the WHS foot-
ball staff in 1983, it was the first year
of the post-Gary Kehler era. Dick
Zimmer was the head coach and the
other assistants included Bob Brewster,
Ron Barner, Larry Dubiel and Steve
Bodmer. Mellott also coached on the
staffs of Ed Tranchina, Jim Benedict
and Jim DeSarno.

He was a varsity assistant until 1993,
when he asked to be reassigned to the
freshman team. Mellott wanted to spend
more time with his wife Barbara and
their two kids, Allison (now 28) and
Willy (now 26). “Maybe not being home
six days a week for 10 months a year
helped our longevity,” Mellott joked.

When you do something you care
passionately about for 35 years, there
are plenty of things to look back on,
plenty of memories.

“My best memory is just coming to
Westfield, and being able to coach
football in such a storied program,”
Mellott said. “I came to Westfield hav-
ing been on the staff at Brearley, which
won a state championship on the Group
1 level. It was exciting to move up to
the challenge of the Group 4 level.”

Among his career football highlights
at WHS are the 1998 state final at
Giants Stadium against Morristown;
being around the state championship
team of 2015 (he coached most of them
as freshmen in 2012); and the varsity’s
current 37-game winning streak.

Mellott knows about streaky feel-
ings. He and longtime co-coach Joe
Marino had back-to-back unbeaten
freshman teams in 2007 and 2008. They
were the backbone of the 2010 and
2011 varsity teams that each went 7-3.

“Billy and I coached football to-
gether from 1987 through 2014,”
Marino said. “We started on the var-
sity level and eventually moved down
to coach the freshmen. Billy is a dedi-
cated and enthusiastic leader. He thor-
oughly enjoyed coaching and it showed
in all that he did.”

Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

DEN TRIVIA...Can you name this fu-
ture WHS coaching legend, shown here
in his 1950 high school yearbook photo?
Email answers to bj1019@aol.com
a.s.a.p.

Mellott got to be an early influence
on a lot of outstanding players over the
years.

“Yeah, there were a lot of great play-
ers,” Mellott said. “But the two who
stand out would be (Brearley’s) Tony
Siragusa and (WHS’s) Dave Brown,
who both went on to play in the NFL.”

Very few high school players – even
the superstars – have “NFL talent.”
Some are good enough to continue
playing in college. But for most, the
high school experience will be the end
of the line, football-wise.

“Seeing the freshmen improve and
mature at the varsity level was always
very satisfying,” Mellott said.

Mellott coached track – indoor and
outdoor – under Jack Martin, Greg
Gorski (another A.L.J. grad who also
spent around 100 seasons coaching
football and track in Westfield) and
Chris Tafelski.

“With track the pace and intensity is
there, but not as quick and intense,”
Mellott said. “I coach high jump, long
jump and triple jump, a smaller num-
ber of athletes. So you really have to
focus on technique and conditioning
for these events.”

One person who Mellott impressed
is the 2017 New Jersey Football Coach
of the Year.

“I never had to worry about what
was going on with Billy and our fresh-
man coaches,” DeSarno said. “Their
teams were always well coached and
the kids always carried themselves with
class and pride. He coached the line
and called the defense through my
years ... and we’ve had some pretty
good linemen and some pretty good
defenses come through WHS.”

THIS AND THAT
The baseball team faced Gov.

Livingston (Berkeley Heights to old-
timers) on Monday night (weather
permitting) in the title game of the
Union County Tournament. It’s the
third time they’ve met in a UCT final,
with WHS winning in 1996 (7-0) and
2014 (5-3). The Blue Devils were seek-
ing their 16th county championship,
and 12th under coach Bob Brewster.

On May 8, Gov. Livingston belted
six (that’s not a typo) home runs in an
11-1 win over WHS. One of those
dingers was by junior Drew Compton,
the son of former WHS footballer Chris
Compton (’79).

The boys lacrosse team dominated
Princeton, 17-1, on Saturday, thanks
to FOGO specialists Matt Angelo and
Jack Sharkey. Angelo also scored his
first goal when he did not GO (get off).
The Devils came within a late goal of
a rare shutout, which would’ve been
just the 12th in the program’s 41-year
history, the most recent coming against
Ridge in 2015.

George Snell carded a 74, finishing
second in a playoff for medalist, while
Sean Taylor, John Humiston and Jason
Lee all fired 77s as WHS scored a meet
record 305 while winning last Thursday’s
Union County Golf Tournament. It was

the 33rd time the Blue Devils won the
county meet in its 78-year history.

DEN TRIVIA ANSWER
On May 5, 2007, Evan Shapiro (’08)

pitched a perfect game against Sum-
mit in the opening round of the Union
County Tournament. The right-hander
needed only 69 pitches to retire 21
consecutive batters in a 6-0 victory. He
struck out six and got 11 groundball
outs. (Entire story available in The
Westfield Leader May 10, 2007 edi-
tion)

Shapiro also has a couple of school
batting records – with 17 doubles in
2008, and a .469 career batting aver-
age. That’s just ahead of the Murray
brothers, Mike (’06) and A.J. (’11),
who were at .468 and .461, respec-
tively.

ON THIS DATE
1945: Jim Chambers pitched a no-

hitter in a 10-0 win over Irvington
Tech.

1955: Bob List struck out 16 batters
in seven innings during a 16-2 victory
over Rahway.

1965: The track ended Scotch Plains’
50-meet winning streak with a 58 2/3-
58 1/3 victory. WHS went 1-2-3 in the
final event, the broad jump, behind
Pete Mavraganis, Bruce Wallace and
Carl Ozimek.

AROUND THIS DATE
May 15, 1973: Jeff Torborg caught

the first of Nolan Ryan’s seven career
no-hitters as the California Angels beat
Kansas City 3-0.

May 15, 1992: The boys lacrosse
team outlasted Hunterdon Central 7-6
in five overtimes, winning on Matt
Connell’s goal.

May 16, 1943: Frank Santy pitched
a one-hitter as the Westfield Hawks
opened the Union County League sea-
son with a 2-0 win over the Elizabeth
North Ends at Tamaques #2.

May 18, 1961: Tony Reid pitched
his fourth shutout of the season, 6-0
over Scotch Plains, with an 11-strikeout
five-hitter.

May 18, 1977: The baseball team
beat Scotch Plains and its ace Ed Reilly
10-2 in the Union County Tournament
semifinals. Two-run singles by Kurt
Stock and Larry Cohen keyed an eight-
run sixth inning.

May 18, 1991: Matt Connell scored
eight goals in a lacrosse win over Co-
lumbia.

Mellott Is Stepping Down
As Frosh Football Coach

Who Is This Man?
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