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Courtesy of Jim Lowney/County of Union
VOLUNTEERS OF THE YEAR...Union County Freeholder Chairman Sergio Granados and Local Advisory Committee on
Alcoholism and Drug Abuse (LACADA) Chairwoman Carol Berger congratulate the 2018 Union County Municipal Alliance
Volunteers of the Year at the LACADA annual volunteer recognition dinner in Union. The Municipal Alliance Volunteers
of the Year are: Detective Brian Soos of Clark, Brad Young of Cranford (not pictured), Darlene Lipsett of Garwood, Ashley
Wyat of Hillside, Darlene Candarella of Kenilworth, Rebecca Kerins-Tattoli of Linden, Nora Murphy of New Providence
(not pictured), Officer Mylis Harrison of Plainfield, Ashley Paulino of Roselle Park, Kelly Robertson of Scotch Plains-
Fanwood and Lorre Korecky of Westfield.
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Memorial Day Concert

The Westfield Community Band

Sunday May 27, 2018

6:30 PM

Northside Lawn

Fanwood Train Station

Bring Lawn Chairs

CASA DAY...Cranford Mayor Thomas H. Hannen, Jr. and the Cranford Township Committee declared last Friday, May
11, as Court Appointed Special Advocates (CASA) of Union County Day. Among those gathered to support Cranford’s CASA
Day proclamation were, from left to right, Executive Director Marla Higginbotham, board member Adam Rothenberg,
Cranford advocates Laura La Fronz, Sherry Williams and Deana Washburn, Board President Jennifer Mutch, Cranford
advocate Julie Exarhakos, Board Vice-President Ron Silver, Development Manager Phyllis Dunlop and Board Treasurer
and advocate John Caravello.

U.S. Supreme Court Throws Out
Fed. Ban on Sports Betting

STATE — New Jersey has won a
seven-year-long battle for sports bet-
ting after the U.S. Supreme Court on
Monday threw out a federal ban that
has lasted for more than a quarter
century.

“The legalization of sports gambling
requires an important policy choice,
but the choice is not ours to make,”
Justice Samuel Alito said in the opinion
of the court, according to nj.com. “Con-
gress can regulate sports gambling di-
rectly, but if it elects not to do so, each
state is free to act on its own.”

Gov. Phil Murphy, who replaced
former Governor Chris Christie as the
lead plaintiff when he became gover-
nor in January, welcomed the ruling. “I
am thrilled to see the Supreme Court
finally side with New Jersey and strike
down the arbitrary ban on sports bet-
ting imposed by Congress decades
ago,” Mr. Murphy said. “Today’s vic-
tory would not have been possible
without the incredible bipartisan ef-
fort from so many in our state, particu-
larly former Governor (Chris) Christie
and former State Senator (Ray)
Lesniak. I look forward to working
with the Legislature to enact a law
authorizing and regulating sports bet-
ting in the very near future.”

Gov. Christie called the ruling, “A
great day for the rights of states and
their people to make their own deci-
sions. New Jersey citizens wanted sports
gambling and the federal government
had no right to tell them no. The Su-
preme Court agrees with us today. I am
proud to have fought for the rights of
the people of New Jersey.”

Congressman Leonard Lance (R-
7th, Westfield) also praised the Su-
preme Court for striking down the
federal ban. “New Jersey won today
before the Supreme Court. A sweet-
heart deal worked out three decades

ago outlawed sports betting in all but
four states – giving those states a
monopoly on the entertainment and
tax revenue and leaving New Jersey
cut out,” Mr. Lance said. “Today the
Supreme Court struck down the en-
tire federal law, rightfully giving states
the freedom to act on their own. Gar-
den State voters decided overwhelm-
ingly to permit this type of gaming in
a voter referendum. I am sure that the
State Legislature will act quickly to
implement sports betting. I commend
former Governor Christie for suc-
cessfully litigating this issue.”

Senate Minority Leader Tom Kean,
Jr. (R-21st, Westfield) applauded the
United States Supreme Court for strik-
ing down a federal law that had pro-
hibited most states, including New
Jersey, from moving forward with ef-
forts to offer legalized sports betting.

“The Supreme Court’s decision is
recognition that the federal govern-
ment shouldn’t be in the business of
helping one state to maintain a mo-
nopoly on sports wagering,” Mr. Kean
said. “Now that the federal prohibi-
tion on sports wagering has been
struck down, New Jersey businesses
will have the opportunity to compete
on a level playing field.”

New Jersey residents overwhelm-
ingly approved a constitutional amend-
ment in 2011 to allow for the establish-
ment of legalized sports betting in the
state. In October of 2014, the New
Jersey Legislature approved and Gov-
ernor Christie signed the Sports Wager-
ing Act of 2014 to allow wagering on
certain professional, collegiate, or ama-
teur sport contests or athletic events.

“Now that it’s clear that New
Jersey’s law is legal, I fully expect
sports wagering facilities to open
quickly,” Sen. Kean added. “This new
opportunity will give our casinos and

racetracks a real boost.”
Congressman Frank Pallone (D-

6th, Long Branch) also released a
statement: “The Supreme Court’s rul-
ing is a win for New Jersey and the rest
of the country.  PASPA (Professional
and Amateur Sports Protection Act)
was clearly unconstitutional, and the
ban on sports betting has now right-
fully been rejected by the Court. I have
long believed that New Jersey should
have the opportunity to proceed with
sports betting...It is time for Congress
to move the GAME (The Gaming
Accountability and Modernization
Enhancement) Act forward to ensure
that consumer protections are in place
in any state that decides to implement
sports betting.” The legislation, spon-
sored by Mr. Pallone, would repeal the
federal prohibition on sports betting
and allow states to legalize online gam-
bling instituted through PASPA.

Next Mobile Shredder
Event on May 19

COUNTY – The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders has an-
nounced that the next free mobile pa-
per-shredding event for personal docu-
ments will take place this Saturday,
May 19, at the Nokia campus at 600
Mountain Avenue, New Providence.

The event runs from 9 a.m. to ap-
proximately 1 p.m., rain or shine. The
shredding event will end before 1 p.m.
if the shredding trucks reach capacity.
All Union County residents are eli-
gible to use the paper-shredding ser-
vice. There is a limit of four, 10-pound
bags or boxes per person. Bringing
material in paper bags is preferred.
Documents should be unbound and
binders, paper clips and other hard-
ware should be removed. Paper that is
wet or damp will not be accepted.

We urge Mayor Brindle, Ward 2 Council Members
Dardia and Neylan to Oppose ‘The Rink’

Grant Awarded for
SP-F Commun. Garden

COUNTY – The Union County
Freeholders have awarded  grantsto
27 garden projects in nine munici-
palities through the Union County
Means Green Community Garden
Grants program.

The 2018 program awarded three
types of grants: pre-budgeted
$1,250 all-in-one grants for starting
new gardens, $500 block grants for
expanding or improving gardens,
including the purchase of equip-
ment and supplies, and $3,000 pre-
budgeted grants for hydroponic gar-
dens. Among the awardees is the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Community
Garden, Scotch Plains/Frazee
House ($500 materials and sup-
plies).

We write to express our vehement
opposition to the proposed NHL-sized
hockey rink at Gumbert Park. We all
live in the Gumbert Park neighbor-
hood, and are deeply concerned that
this proposal will have a tremendous
negative impact on the
neighborhood’s quality of life, with
very little (if any) benefit to the neigh-
borhood or the town.

The proposal calls for an 85-by-
200-foot hockey rink, covered by a
40-foot-tall tent to be erected on the
basketball courts and adjacent picnic
area from October through March,
and open to teams throughout Union
County. The rink will operate seven
days a week, from 3 to 9 p.m. on
weekdays, 8 a.m. to 9 p.m. on Satur-
day, and 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. on Sundays;
a total of 55 hours per week, with 25
hours on the weekend! The rink and
tent will be lit from within; in fact, the
tent will stay lit for another 30 min-
utes after closing for cleanup and ice
re-surfacing. In addition, there will
be an ice chiller (which will run 24/
7), a 20- by 50-foot tent for a chang-
ing area, a storage area for a Zamboni,
a construction trailer for an office, as
well as four  portable bathrooms. The
entire facility will be surrounded by a
fence, with 24/7 security lighting. This
isn’t just a nice ice rink for the com-
munity to skate on, but instead a full-
fledged business operation.

The rink will be in full operation
during Gumbert Park’s “quiet time,”
during the winter when the park isn’t
being used for baseball. We currently
contend with the noise and traffic
from ShopRite, the train, traffic on
North Avenue, and the eight-month-

long baseball season. While we all
were aware of these features when we
moved into the neighborhood, we
never envisioned that a for-profit busi-
ness of this magnitude would be
added. The hockey rink proposal, if
enacted, means that the neighborhood
will never be afforded the relative
quiet (however brief) that other neigh-
borhoods take for granted.

While some have said that the rink
will cost the town nothing, the truth is
that there is a heavy cost, and it will be
entirely borne by our neighborhood.
The extreme hours of operation
(which we understand are necessary
to make the rink profitable for the
owners) means that our neighborhood
will be disturbed by lights and sounds
when currently there are none, begin-
ning before dawn and ending late at
night both during the week and on the
weekends. For some of us, this facil-
ity is practically in our front or back
yards, meaning that when we come
home from work, we will be deprived
of the restful comfort of our home as
we contend with the rink’s lights,
noise, and visual presence. Being the
winter, with less foliage and daylight,
the lights and sounds from the rink
will only be even more disruptive. In
addition, the abysmal parking situa-
tion at Gumbert will be exacerbated,
with no respite for the neighborhood
from traffic and clogged streets (in-
cluding team buses).

Against all of these costs, the ben-
efit to our neighborhood, and the town,
will be minimal, consisting of a few
hours of “community skating” and
vague promises to make improve-
ments to the park (which the town

should undertake anyway). In ex-
change, the town is giving away this
valuable public parkland to a private
for-profit business for free, with no
rent being charged.

This is a seriously misguided pre-
cedent, and of dubious legality. All in
all, a terrible deal for our neighbor-
hood and Westfield.

We urge Mayor Shelley Brindle,
Ward 2 Council members Mike
Dardia and Jo Ann Neylan, and the
rest of the town council to vote NO to
this proposal and Block the Rink.

Andrew and Heather Stillufsen
Colleen and William Meacock

Brent and Shana Wollack
Dena and Shaun Murphy

Jennifer and Matt Maranz
Westfield


