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CRANFORD
Tuesday, May 1, Gerardo

Quaglietta, 44, of Springfield was
arrested and charged with pos-
session of hypodermic needles
and possession of drug para-
phernalia after police stopped a
2008 Cadillac on North Avenue
East near John Street for an in-
spection violation. He was pro-
cessed and provided with a mu-
nicipal court appearance date.
Additionally, he was issued mo-
tor vehicle summonses for no
inspection sticker and failure to
have a valid driver’s license in his
possession.

Tuesday, May 1, Justine
Mattioli, 32, of Keyport was ar-
rested and charged with posses-
sion of a controlled dangerous
substance, possession of pre-
scription legend drugs, posses-
sion of a hypodermic syringe and
possession of paraphernalia af-
ter police stopped a 2002 Infiniti
at the intersection of Centennial
Avenue and Cranford Hall for fail-
ing to maintain their lane. Fol-
lowing an investigation at the
scene, police arrested the driver,
Mattioli, for suspected prescrip-
tion legend drugs, heroin, crack-
cocaine and a hypodermic needle
located inside the vehicle. She
was processed and released
pending a state Superior Court
appearance date. Additionally,
she was issued motor vehicle
summonses for careless driving
and driving with a suspended
license.

GARWOOD
Wednesday, April 25, Roche N.

Ladolf, 31, of Roselle and Joseph
M. Lopez, 29, of Garwood were
arrested and charged for pos-
session of a controlled danger-
ous substance (CDS) after a resi-
dent on Second Avenue reported
that there were two unwanted
individuals walking around her
property. Police responded and
found Lopez and Landolf in front
of the caller’s home. While inter-
viewing the two men Landolf was

found to have outstanding war-
rants from multiple jurisdictions
totaling $4,420. While placing
Landolf under arrest for the war-
rants it was determined that the
backpack that Lopez was carry-
ing was actually the possession
of Roche. A check of the bag
incident to arrest found multiple
small bundles of marijuana and
six prescription Xanax pills. Both
individuals were placed under
arrest and transported to head-
quarters. Both individuals were
issued several complaints includ-
ing possession of marijuana un-
der 50 grams and possession of
prescription drugs without a law-
ful prescription. Lopez was re-
leased pending his court date.
Landolf was transported to
Roselle Police Department on the
outstanding warrants.

Saturday, April 28, Gabriel Cruz,
43, of Garwood was arrested and
charged with driving under the
influence (DUI) after police re-
sponded to Cedar Street on a
report of a motor-vehicle crash.
While investigating the incident
officers determined that the op-
erator of one of the vehicle was
impaired. Cruz was taken into
custody and transported to head-
quarters, where he submitted to
a breath test which resulted in a
reading of 0.00 percent BAC.
Further investigation found the
operator of the vehicle under the
influence of a narcotic analgesic.
Cruz was issued several sum-
mons including driving under the
influence of narcotics, careless
driving, driving with a suspended
license and unlicensed driver.
Cruz was released pending his
appearance date in municipal
court.

Sunday, April 29, Victor A.
Fernandes, 27, of Cranford was
arrested and charged with DUI
and possession of a CDS after
police responded to Fourth Av-
enue and Walnut Street for a
reported motor-vehicle crash.
On scene officers observed a
white Honda Civic, which had
struck a single-family home on
the corner. The officers on scene
conducted field sobriety tests of

the operator of the vehicle,
Fernandes, and determined that
he was operating his vehicle
while impaired. Fernandes was
taken into custody and trans-
ported to headquarters where
he submitted to a breath test,
which resulted in a reading of
0.00 percent BAC. Further in-
vestigation found the operator
of the vehicle under the influ-
ence of marijuana and prescrip-
tion medication. Fernandes was
issued several summons includ-
ing, driving under the influence
of narcotics, careless driving,
possession of marijuana under
50 grams, and possession of
prescription narcotics without a
prescription. Fernandes was re-
leased pending his date in mu-
nicipal court.

Sunday, April 29, Josue Rivera,
26, of Jamaica, N.Y. and Nauan
Smith, 21, of Brooklyn, N.Y.
were arrested and charged with
counterfeit currency after the
manager of CVS on North Av-
enue reported a person in his
store was attempting to make a
purchase with a counterfeit U.S.
$100 bill. When officers arrived
on scene they were directed by
the manager to a white Nissan
Altima, which the suspect was
observed entering. Officers ap-
proached the vehicle and found
it occupied by Rivera and Smith.
During the investigation the of-
ficers found counterfeit U.S. bills
in the vehicle totaling $1,410
as well as a small bag of mari-
juana on Rivera. A further search
of the vehicle found recently
purchased merchandise from
multiple locations believed to
be purchased with counterfeit
U.S. currency. Rivera and Smith
were arrested and transported
to headquarters where they
were processed and issued
multiple complaints including
counterfeiting, forgery, and
possession of marijuana under
50 grams. Both were released
pending a court date.

Bill Nierstedt Letter

Public Works (DPW)” in order to
determine and implement any
possible cost efficiency (tax) sav-
ings available. Before it is even
undertaken, Mr. Ince is making
totally irrational and unsubstan-
tiated statements about laying
off staff and privatizing garbage
pick-up. On what basis does he
make up such statements? It must
be a beautiful thing to know the
results of studies before they are
even undertaken.

Every Garwood citizen knows
the worth and value of our DPW.
They complete an incredible
amount of work, day in and day
out, in all seasons. I am proud to
say that I know most of the work-
ers personally as friends. As any-
body not new to Garwood deci-
sion making knows, our DPW is
subject to continual change. We
have a shared services agree-
ment with Fanwood for the su-
perintendent position amongst
other things. Most of the current
force has, or will be, retiring within
a five-year window and indeed
this may be the time to enhance
the workforce with workers who
have additional specialized skills
(if that is possible) so we do not
have to hire outside contractors
to perform work, thereby saving
money. I know that our DPW
workers have always been much
more than workers who pick up
our trash; they have always un-
dertaken more. It is unfortunate
how much of their time is spent
picking up garbage, while their
other skills have been restrained.
Our new athletic field requires
maintenance which has not pre-
viously been part of DPW respon-
sibilities; our newly restored
Hartmann Park must also be
maintained on a regular basis.
Now is the time for a responsible
governing body to undertake an
efficiency study to obtain expert
recommendations on proper staff-
ing, workloads, equipment pur-
chases, garbage reduction mea-
sures, increased recycling and

potential borough income, facil-
ity needs, and other concerns. To
dismiss a study and fabricate
doomsday results before one is
even undertaken shows irrespon-
sible management.

The second issue is the sudden
and unsubstantiated concerns
about air quality from work cur-
rently being undertaken, as well
as future work, at the Russo 1
(South Avenue) site. The extent
of the existing hidden on-site con-
tamination, that we citizens have
been living with as part of our
daily lives for many years, was
well documented at the public
meetings and Planning Board
hearings. It is the responsibility
of the developer, the Environ-
mental Protection Agency and the
Department of Environmental
Protection to ensure the cleanup
is conducted in the correct man-
ner with all public health and
safety precautions taken. The
Planning Board and the Redevel-
opment Plan adopted by Council
required this, and the Cranford
Building Division ensures that all
required agency permits are ob-
tained. According to the EPA
website, so far, the developer
has indeed obtained all neces-
sary permits and is proceeding as
required to remove asbestos. The
developer is required to request
future permits to proceed with
future ‘hand-pick’ demolition.
Meetings will be scheduled to
explain these steps to the public.

I know it is both our right and
duty as citizens to raise ques-
tions about our government, but
at some point, a person – even a
long time tree hugger like me –
has to accept that a developer is
acting in accordance with prop-
erly issued state and federal per-
mits on behalf of our public health
and safety.

Campaigns take place in what
some call ‘the silly season’, but I
urge everyone to at least try to
maintain some sense of rational
thought as we make our way
through it.

Bill Nierstedt
Garwood
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