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GARWOOD — Tempers flared
and voices were raised at the
Tuesday meeting of the Borough
Council as parents of Lincoln
School students and dozens of
residents expressed concerns re-
garding the possible impact on
public health from the ongoing
demolition of the abandoned
Casale property, which also is
known as the Russo I develop-
ment property.

Mayor Charles Lombardo read
a prepared statement in which
he advised that a town hall meet-
ing will be held on Wednesday,
May 30, at 7 p.m., at Lincoln
School. Representatives from
Russo Development and their
attorney, Christopher Minks, will
attend the meeting and answer
questions from the public re-
garding the environmental im-
pact of the demolition project.

The mayor said the current cli-
mate of fear, misinformation and
pandemonium must stop and
reminded the public that asbes-
tos abatement and all demolition
activities are heavily regulated
and monitored by multiple state
and local agencies including the
New Jersey Department of Envi-
ronmental Protection (DEP). The
mayor noted that he has seen
decades of demolition and con-
struction in the community, in-
cluding the ShopRite on North
Avenue and the Pointe and Mews
apartments, all of which were
built without the outrage and
misinformation that has sur-
rounded the Russo project. He
urged residents to trust the pro-
cess and reminded them that all
of their elected representatives
live in the community and would
never place the health of the
residents at risk. He concluded

his remarks by urging
homeowners to trust their gov-
ernment to keep them safe and
to obtain accurate information
from government officials, and
noted, “There are many what ifs
in life. Living in Garwood should
not be one of them.”

Several members of the public
cheered and applauded after
Councilwoman Ileen Cuccaro
made a statement in which she
explained that residents’ con-
cerns were justified, noting that
they have reported seeing Russo
employees in HazMat suits and
other protective equipment while
the students at Lincoln School,
which is less than 1,000 feet
from the site, have no protection
from the large volumes of dust.
She outlined several steps which
she believes can be taken to
improve communication with the
residents, suggested posting
warning signs at the site, and
proposed considering the pos-
sible postponement of demoli-
tion until late June when school is
out of session.

Councilman Joseph Sarno re-
minded those present that he
serves on the planning board,
and based on all of the data and
documents that he has reviewed,
he is confident that the environ-
mental impact to the community
will be minimal
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MILES FOR MOMS...These runners compete in the Miles for Moms 5K in
Nomahegan Park in Cranford on Sunday morning. The event benefits the
Mothers’ Center of Central New Jersey, a 501(c)(3) non-profit.

Sunny Acres Development Seeks Historic
Design; Verizon Building Gets Variance
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CRANFORD — A parking vari-
ance and design waiver was
granted last Wednesday by the
planning board to allow parking
spaces for additional trucks at
the Verizon office building, used
for its landline service, located
on the corner of Orange and
Birchwood Avenues. The parking
will be shifted from the current
255 regular parking spaces down
to 223, which is 25 spaces short
of the township zoning require-
ment, said F. Mitchell Ardman,
engineer and planner. To make
way for spaces for trucks, Verizon
will remove some regular-size
spaces to make bigger stalls.

“There are never any parking
issues. It is a big open lot,” Mr.
Ardman said.

Verizon is increasing its em-
ployees at the site to 166, said
Nick Havakian, a representative
for Verizon. “The site has no

visitors,” he said, and is only
used for employees. Verizon also
is to update its ADA parking to
comply with state and federal
requirements, he said.

Verizon also will add a quonset
hut to store chillers, which are
used off site when there are power
outages at other Verizon sites
where there are no generators.

The Historic Preservation Advi-
sory Board (HPAB) advised the
planning board that the board is
to seek designation of the Sunny
Acres neighborhood as an his-
toric district in Cranford. The
move is largely spearheaded by
the Sunny Acres Civic and Im-
provement Association.

Sunny Acres, located on the
southern edge of Cranford be-
tween the Rahway River and
Raritan Road, was the first
planned residential development
by the Sears Modern Homes divi-
sion that were not kit-style
homes, said Kinney Clark, a mem-
ber of the HPAB. Sunny Acres

was developed in the early 1940s
with a mix of mid-century de-
signed Cape Cod Colonial-style
homes specifically marketed to
working-class families. Today,
134 homes of the total 172 homes
in the development retain their
original design, Mr. Clark ex-
plained.

If the designation was to be
accepted by the township, Sunny
Acres would be the first local
historic district in Cranford, Mr.
Clark said.

The HPAB will hold a public
meeting on Wednesday, May 30,
at the community center, after
which the HPAB is to decide if it
will make a formal recommenda-
tion to the township committee.
The meeting time was not speci-
fied.

Sunny Acres meets national
register criteria A and C to define
its historic designation, Mr. Clark
said.

“I can’t underscore enough how
much their dedication to their
neighborhood and community at
large has inspired this request
and proposal. They have opened
our eyes as to the significance of
this neighborhood,” Mr. Clark said
of the Sunny Acres Civic and
Improvement Association.

Should the area be given the
historic designation,
homeowners would not have any
regulatory criteria to uphold
should the homeowner decide to
make any changes to their prop-
erty, Mr. Clark said. Guidelines
could be provided to homeowners
as to how to retain the original
architectural design standards to
serve as a resource, Mr. Clark
said.

Planning board member Julie
Didzbalis said, “I think it is im-
portant to try and move forward
with that plan...You’ll keep this
town in the quaint feeling that we
like it to stay.”
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