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Blue Devils Win 3, SPF 1 at UC Track Relays
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We all have dreams, and they are as vast and varied as the world is wide. But they 
all start with inspiration, and inspiration starts with your surroundings. That’s what 

home is. Family. Friends. A sense of place. An amazing view. It’s all part of what 
makes a space a home, because your home is where you truly LIVE.
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HOBSON WHACKS 2 DOUBLES, HYLAND GETS 2 HITS

Panthers Score Early, Defeat
Blue Devils for UCT Title, 2-0

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Pitching called the shots to decide
whether top-seeded Roselle Park or
third-seeded Westfield was going to
emerge as softball champions of the
Union County Tournament held at
Kean University in Union on May 6.
The Panthers took advantage of a hit
batter and a walk and added a pair of
singles to score twice in the bottom of
the first inning for the game’s only
runs in a 2-0 victory.

“The first inning where they scored
two runs, there were two ground balls
up the middle with runners in scoring
position. That’s how it goes some-
times,” Blue Devil Head Coach
Caitlin MacDonald said.

The 19-1 Panthers defeated
Plainfield, 15-4, Union Catholic, 5-0,
and Elizabeth, 6-0, to reach the cham-
pionship game, while the Blue Devils
defeated Union, 3-2, Cranford, 7-3,
and second-seeded Governor
Livingston, 6-4.

Panther pitcher Madison Hummel
yielded five hits and three walks, while

recording two strikeouts. Hummel did
not allow more than one hit in any
given inning and only one of her
walks came in an inning where the
Blue Devils had a hit.

Blue Devil freshman pitcher
Michaela Hobson, after giving up the
two runs, on two hits, a walk and a hit
batter in the first inning, went on to

CONTINUED ON PAGE 18

used to play lacrosse in the spring.
Decided this year he didn’t want to. I
talked to him and asked him what
were his plans. He said, ‘Nothing!
Maybe get a job.’ I said come pole
vault instead. The kid is having a
phenomenal Spring so far. His learn-
ing curve is through the roof. He
jumped 10 feet his first meet, 10-6 his
second and 11-6 today. We had to buy
him a pole fast and now we are on to
the next one already. He’s working
well with junior Tyler Dvorin.”

Kane also has other plans for
Celardo.

“He’s a wrestler. He also is a big
mountain biker, he’s a snowboarder,
so he’s got the mental aspect down. I
think next year we will teach him
some long jump and triple jump. He
can move pretty well and he really
doesn’t have much fear. I will take
that,” Coach Kane said.

On Day 2, The Blue Devils edged
the Raiders for first in the 4x1,600.
Sophomores Will Loggia and Kevin
Yucetepe, junior Ronnie Melao and
anchor Will McGlynn finished in
18:39.26 just ahead of Kaiser,
Fleischer, Burfeindt and anchor Garcia
at 18:40.21. McGlynn had to put out a
special kick to beat Garcia at the line.

“We have been looking forward to
this race for a long time. When I went
out to be honest, the other guys were
hanging behind me. The race wasn’t
going out as fast as I expected. I took
it for the first three laps then at the bell

lap, Summit turned it up. I went with
him, ended up a little bit behind but it
was all about putting the rest of the
team in a good position,” Loggia de-
scribed.

“We have been looking to this for a
long time, especially since we are
underclassmen. It was very meaning-
ful to come out here and race some of
our young guys. Will did a great job
with our lead leg bringing us out at the
top-2 and when I got the baton, I just
had the Summit guy in front of me. I
caught him with about 500 to go then
I gave it to Ronnie. Ronnie did an
excellent job maintaining our posi-
tion. And McGlynn did an awesome
job on the Scotch Plains guy with the
last 100-meter kick,” Yucetepe said.

“I was watching Kevin race and
pass the Summit guy and get us to
first. That’s when I knew my job was
to hold off Summit and Scotch Plains.
My coaches kept telling me to keep
pushing, keep pushing. I couldn’t let
up because I was in an open field. I
didn’t have anyone to chase after.
Once I passed it off to Will McGlynn
I thought we were going to win. It
went down to the wire but when he
pulled it out, it was a great sigh of
relief,” Melao expressed.

“The whole four laps I knew where
he was. I have heard a lot about
Brendan Garcia. He’s a great com-
petitor. I was terrified for the first
three laps. When he passed me, it
kind of flashed in my head that this

race, a county relay is important to us
as a team. We lost to Scotch Plains
last year in this race and I was not
about to let that happen again,”
McGlynn said.

“Kevin did a good job of catching
back up to Summit. Ronnie held off
the Scotch Plains and Summit third
men then McGlynn, a total beast,
held them off. It was one of the great-
est kicks I have seen in my life. It was
really fun getting this win,” Loggia
expressed.

Blue Devil Joe SanGiacomo,
Brendan Riccardi and Griffin Rooney
won the javelin with a distance of
436-7. Raiders Zach Zimmerman,
Dan Wright and Jake Hahn took fourth
at 393-1. Blue Devils Bennie
Buontempo, McCauley and Dan
Howard took fifth in the discus with a
distance of 345-7. Union Catholic
crossed first in the 4x200 at 1:29.42,
followed by Cougars Josiah Cadet,
Rickemdel Phanor, Elijah Arroyo and
Josh Cadet at 1:30.32. Raiders
Estivene, Noah Samms, Suben Agwu
and Williams finished sixth at 1:31.38.

Blue Devils Meusel, Brennan,
Johnson and Weigand finished sec-
ond in the 4x800 at 8:04.32. Zucker,
Olson, Weigand and Saltzer took third
in the 4x400 at 3:24.26. Raiders Will
Loop, Estivene, Nanshah and Will-
iams finished third in the 4x110
hurdles at 1:02.17. Leigh, Mike Gross
and Cameron Adams placed fourth in
the high jump with a height of 16-7.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GETTING OVER THE HURDLES...Raiders Justin Williams, left, and Dhvanil Nanshah competed in the 400 hurdles at the
Union County Relays at Kehler Stadium in Westfield on May 3-4.
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SCORING THE FIRST RUN...Roselle Park Panther Hailey Ortega scored the first run of the game in the bottom of the first
inning of the Union County Tournament Championship as Blue Devil catcher Erica Lawrence watches the action.
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SAFE AT THIRD...Panther Sarah Lippin slides safely into third as Blue Devil
third baseman Rachel Rotherberg gets the throw from center in the first inning.


