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I Offer Citizens A Sound Endorsement
For Council Candidate, My Husband

Garwood Will See Through The
Empty Rhetoric And Scare Tactics Letters to the Editor

Last week’s editorial page was cer-
tainly a busy space! It seems there are
several things to address so I will do my
best.

Mr. Paterson asked me directly, “Why
do we have primary elections?” The
obvious answer is to determine nomi-
nees for the General Election. Mr. Pater-
son followed up with a demand for me
to do exactly as he said regarding his
unending attacks against the county
government or be labeled as “afraid.”

Mr. Paterson, I am not afraid of any-
one, including you. My mind is my
own and I will use my voice properly,
both during this campaign and, should
I eventually be elected to the Borough
Council, to advocate for my fellow
Garwood taxpayers on issues of local
concern. There is no need to adopt your
confrontational methods, should the
need arise, for any interaction with
county or state level officials. The job
of Garwood’s Mayor and Council are
to govern and administer our borough,
not Union County. The selection pro-
cess for the county manager is irrel-
evant to the business of governing
Garwood. Considering your allega-
tions, the proper venue would likely be
a state-level office with relevant juris-
diction rather than “standing by your
side” at a Freeholder meeting.

Moving on to an actual local issue, I
am delighted to address the commen-
tary of Michael Ince regarding our DPW.
In his letter, Mr. Ince highlights one
aspect of the Garwood Forward pri-
mary point - “Responsible budgeting

with proper planning to ensure sound
fiscal policies” regarding a manage-
ment study of the DPW. He jumps from
one conclusion to the next, ending up at
a doomsday scenario where half of the
staff has been laid off, we have a differ-
ent company picking up garbage on
every block and a separate tax bill for
the service. Mr. Ince also seems to feel
the entire concept was a proposal of
“Republican Council members,” when
numerous members of the Council from
both parties have floated similar con-
cepts as far back as 2007. In fact, Mr.
Ince’s running mate, Ms. Todisco, in
her earlier campaigns, as well as on the
record during the May 27, 2014, Coun-
cil meeting, has proposed outsourcing
this exact service without any study
behind it to prove that it would be
effective or save tax dollars.

When this was being discussed by
our team, Mayor Lombardo had a lot to
say and provided a similar number to
what Mr. Ince stated (60 percent), re-
garding the amount of time the DPW
spends picking up trash. The result of
our team discussions was to include the
management study as a “plank” be-
cause no one could determine if this
type of outsourcing would provide sav-
ings. We don’t know what an honest,
independent and transparent manage-
ment study process about the DPW will
reveal. It may show there is nothing to
improve on, or that outsourcing some
other service may be more cost effec-
tive than trash collection.

The Garwood Forward team feels
everything must be on the table when
discussing how to govern this borough
and effectively manage its finances.
Garwood is one serious issue away
from becoming insolvent, in large part
due to the depleting of surplus along
with the use of one-shot revenues em-
ployed in recent years by both Finance
Chair Todisco and the prior Republican
administration. Due to these poor
choices of prior governing bodies (all
which Ms. Todisco has been a member
of), a serious occurrence where our
town is deemed at fault, a natural or
man-made disaster, or one more reces-
sion which affects the state or national
economy are severe risks. We could
find ourselves between a rock and a
hard place in which bordering towns
merge with us or deciding how many
employees we must lay off to keep the
town solvent. Anything less than look-
ing at every option, while not further
degrading our surplus to hand out zero
tax increases, amounts to fiscal malfea-
sance at this point.

Our team will not use the jobs of
DPW employees or any of our other
dedicated borough workers as a politi-
cal football. Should there ever be a
need for a reduction in force, attrition
through retirements or workers moving
to other positions would be the pre-
ferred method, unless there was no
other alternative.

We are confident the voters of
Garwood will see through the empty
rhetoric and scare tactics of the oppos-
ing team and pull the lever for respon-
sible leadership on June 5 by voting
Column B for Lombardo-Guerrero-
Kearney.

Vincent Kearney
Regular Democratic Candidate for

Garwood Council

In this day and age when our lives are
disrupted on a fairly regular basis with
the news that officials in whom voters
placed their trust has been found to let
power and title come before people, it
would be refreshing to have people that
we could depend on for the long haul.

I would like to offer the citizens of
Garwood a sound endorsement for Coun-
cil candidate, my husband, Michael Ince
on the “Democrats for Garwood” ticket
along with Mayoral candidate Sara
Todisco and Council candidate Sean
Benoit.

Since I have known and been married
to Michael for more than half of my life,
it is difficult to write without some bias.
That said, Michael is a person of charac-
ter, integrity and has a true desire to be of
service to his community. He has worked
in the public eye as both a police officer
and then as a Special Agent with the FBI
based in New York City. While most of
the details of his work could not be shared
directly, I knew the long hours of dedica-
tion to his career in professional law
enforcement were making a difference in
the city and the country he served.

As a police officer, he and a fellow
officer assisted in the delivery of a child
while the rescue squad was en route. As
an agent, he was involved in several high-
profile national emergencies. After re-
tirement, he continued to serve the com-
munity by working with middle and high
school youth as a leave-replacement guid-
ance counselor in several local districts.
He was well respected in his positions.

In raising our three children, Michael
was very involved in supporting all of
their activities, whether it be helping to
coach t-ball, PAL football, softball, drive
to inter and intrastate volleyball or soccer
competitions or help with any of the
fundraising events these sports needed.
And of course, his loud voice of support
could always be heard at the games!

Michael is a thoughtful listener. While
raising three teens (now adults), he was
able to respond thoughtfully and respect-
fully to their concerns and challenges.
Professionally he served on negotiations
committees and also personnel interview
committees, both of which require the
ability to listen and render rational deci-
sions. He has also been known to inspire,
as he did recently in inspiring a neighbor
to vote for the first time ever. These are
characteristics that I believe would make
him a real asset to the people of Garwood
as a councilman.

Having lived in this area our entire
lives, growing up in Clark and graduating
from ALJ, and now living in Garwood,
we are so excited for this election!
Garwood is at a critical point in its history
and needs people that will work tirelessly
to make sure they are on top of all the
issues and will be responsive to their
questions and concerns. I know Michael,
Sean, and Sara have the time and energy
to work for the people and deliver mea-

surable results.
Finally, I would like to add a few words

about Sara and Sean. We met Sara shortly
after we moved to Garwood while she
was campaigning for Council. Her pro-
fessionalism, clarity of thought and vi-
sion for Garwood impressed us then. It is
obvious that the work she has done as a
champion of our town is flourishing and
I would like to see that continue with her
as our Mayor. Sean’s career in advocat-
ing for those with disabilities adds even
more professionalism and integrity to a
well-grounded team. We are very fortu-
nate to have Sean working on Garwood’s
behalf.

Our family is so proud to support Sara
Todisco for Mayor and Michael Ince and
Sean Benoit for Council on June 5. Please
vote Column D to allow this team’s en-
thusiasm to move Garwood ahead!

Robin Ince
Garwood

Providing simplified consumer banking with 
latest technology and convenience to Small 
Businesses with new lending office.

Latest Technology Simplifies Banking 
Westfield is a tech-savvy community. The 
Westfield Financial Center will showcase 
the latest technology to simplify banking. 
Interactive teller machines will allow 
customers to conduct transactions using a 
remote-controlled, interactive kiosk while 
being virtually guided by an off-site banker. 
These “tellers” are designed to handle the 
more routine transactions (check cashing, 
deposits, loan payments, etc), allowing 
on-site bank representatives to assist with 
new account openings, loan applications, 
loan closings, and more.

Unique Combo - Banking Center & Loan 
Production Office 
The Westfield Financial Center will also be 
staffed with commercial loan officers to help 
customers with their business and commercial 
loan needs. The larger national banks have 
underserved the small business community. 
Spencer will fill this gap with a significant 
and ongoing commitment to local business 
owners here. Our personalized level of service 
and attention will serve them well.  

Made for the Westfield Community
The Westfield Financial Center, stationed 
right across from the train station, will have 
extended hours from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. Westfield 
is a bustling commuter hub and these hours 
will align with commuters’ schedules. A 
24-hour ATM machine will also be available.

Meet Your Financial Center Manager
Marta Alexandre, celebrating 15 years with 
Spencer, will serve as the Financial Center 
Manager. A longtime Union County resident 
herself, Alexandre has 
a strong sense of what 
local residents and 
businesses need in a 
community financial 
institution.

“The secret of what 
makes this bank so 
successful is the fact 
that it has all the 
same capabilities of a 
larger bank but is able 
to provide something 
they do not – and 
that is a high level of 
personal attention and commitment to 
customers,” Alexandre said. “Our customers 
experience how dedicated we are and how 
we always go the extra mile for them. That 
is something you can’t replicate. We’re all 
excited about expanding into Westfield. I’ve 
built strong contacts in the community over 
the years and know they’re  going to really 
enjoy this new way of banking.”

The Westfield Financial Center will replace 
Spencer’s traditional branch in neighboring 
Garwood. Located at 240 North Avenue West, 
in the heart of Westfield, it is expected to 
open in July 2018. Spencer will continue to 
announce details and special offers as that 
time approaches. 

Learning More About Spencer
Spencer Savings Bank, a community bank 
headquartered in Elmwood Park, N.J. has 
21 branches throughout New Jersey. The 
bank has been in Union County since 1987 
and currently has branches in neighboring 
Cranford and Garwood, as well as Union 
and Elizabeth.

The Future of Banking
Spencer Savings Bank Selects Westfield, N.J. 

As Site Of New Banking Concept

Marta Alexandre
Financial Center Manager

Spencer Savings Bank

1-800-363-8115 • spencersavings.com

Interiors So Lovely, You’ll Want to Stay Home

Joanne Womelsdorf, IFDA, ASID allied
Phone: 908.232.3875
www.superiorinteriorsofnj.com

Think “Superior” For:
Expert Consultation Services

Space Planning / Room Layouts

Remodeling Services

All Interior Related Products:

Accessorizing & Finishing Touches

Furniture
Lighting

Floor Coverings
Window Treatments
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Substituting Vaping for Smoking
Only Results In Another Health Risk
The recent public discussion about

vaping and “Juuling” that occurred at
our high school really opened the
eyes of a lot of parents who may have
been clueless about what their kids
are doing to themselves. There is a lot
of conflicting and confusing infor-
mation available online, on YouTube
and social media about the so-called
benefits of vaping vs. smoking ciga-
rettes. It’s true that a recent report by
the National Academies of Sciences,
Engineering and Medicine concluded
that overall, vaping is safer than in-
haling burning tobacco. Here’s a link
to a detailed story on vox.com that is
pretty complete:

https://www.vox.com/science-and-
health/2018/1/23/16923070/nas-re-
port-e-cigarettes-health-risks

While vaping doesn’t expose the
user to the carcinogens present in
tobacco, it is an effective, cheap and
readily available delivery system for
nicotine. Nicotine is one of the most
addictive substances on the planet.
One of the most troubling conclu-
sions of the above report is, vaping is
a gateway to long-term nicotine use,
either through cigarettes or contin-
ued vaping. Nicotine is a stimulant
that works on the brain over time, and
not in a good way. As a former ciga-
rette smoker who required three tries
before finally quitting for good, I can
tell you it’s better to never start than

to try to quit. Even today, 34 years
after quitting, my lung capacity is
diminished by a three-pack-a-day
habit that occupied me from age 14 to
29. The rate of young people smok-
ing cigarettes has been going down
steadily, a trend that is threatened,
according to the report’s findings.

The Food and Drug Administra-
tion is still figuring out how to ap-
proach vaping from a regulatory
standpoint. In the State of New Jer-
sey, it is illegal to purchase any to-
bacco or vaping products if you are
under 21. In Fanwood, our local health
department does regular checks of
businesses by sending in underage
people to test whether they are being
sold these products. If they are, the
businesses risk significant fines and
the loss of their tobacco licenses.

Peer acceptance is a strong im-
perative for our kids and vaping
seems to be one avenue towards that.
In my day, it was smoking cigarettes.
Until there is more information avail-
able about the long-term effects, as-
sume that substituting vaping for
smoking cigarettes simply substitutes
one health risk for another. Nag your
kids about it. Parents and teachers
are still the most important influ-
ences in their lives.

Tom Kranz, Fanwood Councilman
Liaison to Fanwood Board of Health

Forgive Me, But If I Am Voting
For A Garwood Democrat

I find it disappointing, but not surpris-
ing that the Lombardo team and their
surrogates continue to attack residents
such as myself in their previous letters. It
says a lot that, rather than declare the
reasons their candidates should win the
June 5 primary, they resort to calling out
residents for voicing their opinions. They
also continue to focus on the “process”
rather than actually providing the resi-
dents with their candidates’ record and
new ideas. It shows they don’t feel their
team matches up to the Todisco-Ince-
Benoit ticket.

I also find it comical that their team
purports to be in any way progressive.
This coming from a slate whose supposed
Democratic mayoral candidate was quite
vocal in his votes for Donald Trump and
Republican freeholder candidates. For-
give me, but if I am voting for a Democrat,
I want to know that he shares my values –
not that he just makes convenient token
overtures when realizing he has to now run
in a contested primary and win over Demo-
cratic voters. We need a mayor who shares
our Democratic principles, not one who
uses the party label for personal interests,
like perhaps job positions in a Demo-
cratic-heavy Union County.

When speaking with Sara Todisco, it is
clear that she is a Democrat for the right
reasons as a public school teacher (out-
side of Union County, I may add) who
values strength in community and the
ability of government to do good for
people, like public works projects, safety,
and services. Sara, along with Michael
and Sean, are willing to stand up to cor-

ruption and bad government at every turn
regardless of party labels.

The Todisco-Ince-Benoit team has real
ideas to make a better future in Garwood,
such as a more open application process
to ensure town boards and committees
are representative of the town, to hold
more public forums, to distribute wel-
come packets to new residents, and much
more. Those fresh ideas and Sara’s record
of success as a Councilwoman, including
the first no tax increase in 17 years and
upgrading emergency management equip-
ment, are why I am excited to vote for
them on June 5. I would encourage my
fellow Democrats to check out their full
platform on www.dems4garwood.com/.

My vote will be for Todisco-Ince–
Benoit on June 5 - selecting the Demo-
crats For Garwood team on Column D.

Robert Schilare
Garwood

Save The Arabian/
Israeli Wolf

As a former Cranford resident who’s
proud that Union County consists of
people of all ethnic groups, including
Middle Eastern (mostly Israeli and Leba-
nese), I hope the Arabian/Israeli wolf,
which is the smallest living wolf species
and is related to our American Gray Wolf,
can be saved and protected as an endan-
gered species. My DNA ancestry kit re-
veals that I’m mostly German and En-
glish and Dutch and Irish, and I was glad
to find out that 1 percent of my ancestry
is a combination of Lebanese and Israeli,
and that I’m 2 percent Italian and 2 per-
cent Scandinavian.

I’m a Christian woman who admires
Jesus, an Israeli man, and my departed
friend Edmund Kiamie, a Lebanese-
American man who was a contractor who
lived and worked in Union County before
he passed on in 1984. Thank God many
teachers in Union County are educating
children to respect wolves and to realize
how intelligent and loyal they are. I hope
a philanthropist who has the wherewithal
and interest will come to the defense of
Arabian/Israeli wolves, who are very en-
dangered and need to be protected. Thank
God we Americans are protecting our
Gray Wolves, who are an endangered
species and who can be used in therapy
programs to help patients recover when
they learn to take care of, and bond with,
wolves.

As a former Cranford entry-level li-
brarian, I’m proud to have learned that, a
few years ago, the Cranford Public Li-
brary invited Samson, a wolfdog hybrid
from Howling Woods Farm in Jackson,
NJ, to visit with children at the library to
show them how wonderful wolves are.

Martha McLoughlin,
 Lakewood, NJ

Voting For Sara,
Michael, And Sean

I am very excited that Councilwoman
Sara Todisco is now running for Mayor
of Garwood and she has my full sup-
port. I hope my fellow residents will
join me in voting for her on June 5
along with her running mates, Michael
Ince and Sean Benoit as they run for
Council.

I’ve known Sara for years as she is
very involved in our community from
the Education Foundation to the Lions
Club, and to of course, the Council.
She exemplifies the strong, visible,
active leadership that Garwood needs
as it embarks on redevelopment and
much more.

As I wrote in my endorsement letter
last year, when I reached out to Sara a
few years ago about getting NJ Transit
to put a larger shelter at the Garwood
Train Station, she was able to get it
done. The ability to leverage connec-
tions like these are exactly what
Garwood needs in a Mayor. Further-
more, her responsiveness to residents’
questions and concerns, like mine, is
another quality greatly needed in a
Mayor. I am confident that Sara Todisco
will be the kind of Mayor Garwood
needs to ensure our community is vi-
brant and well represented.

In meeting Michael and Sean, I am
impressed by their career experience
and willingness to serve on the Bor-
ough Council to make sure Garwood
progresses into the future.

I truly hope you will join me in
voting for Sara, Michael, and Sean in
the June 5 Democratic Primary in
Garwood.

Mike Ferrara
Garwood

Francis M. Smith, ESQ.

908-233-5800 • www.FrankSmithLaw.com

The Law Office of

928 Mountain Avenue, Mountainside NJ 07092

Over 30 Years of
Personal Injury Experience

In New Jersey

Motor Vehicle Accidents

Slips & Falls

Dog Bite Injuries

Construction Accidents

Wrongful Death

INJURED?
LEARN YOUR RIGHTS IN PLAIN ENGLISH

No Fee If No Recovery

Call Me For A Free Consultation

Do you really want to deal with

the insurance companies yourself?

I can help.


