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7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance (R)
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Letters to
the Editor

Contracts With Donors To Union
County Democratic Committee

It Seems Garwood GOP Prefers The
Garwood Forward Team Democrats

Next GWACC Street Fair, Festifall,
Will Be On Sunday, September 23

In response to my pointing out the
obvious connection between the
whims and needs of the Union County
Democratic Committee and the ac-
tions of the Union County freeholder
board, Freeholder Chairman Sergio
Granados said “the board is made up
of nine individuals who have their
own mindsets, opinions and beliefs.”

Yet roughly 99 percent of resolu-
tions pass unanimously, especially
when they involve contracts with do-
nors to the Union County Democratic
Committee where the most frivolous
expenses are not even questioned.

The truth is that those nine indi-
viduals, as well as the ten or so before
them, were all picked to sit on the
board by Charlotte DeFilippo, or Jerry
Green after her, and now by Nicholas
Scutari. If any were to exhibit inclina-
tions toward cost cutting in areas like
on-call services or no-bid legal con-
tracts or curtailing vanity projects
like the Roselle Mind and Body Com-
plex or the Solar Panel Project they
would never pass the interview pro-
cess to get on the party line.

John Bury
Kenilworth

On Primary Day, I will be support-
ing the Democrats for Garwood team,
led by Councilwoman Todisco. In
what follows, I hope to qualify that
decision to my fellow Garwood
Democrats and to those thinking of
affiliating with the Democratic Party
on June 5 at your local polling pre-
cinct.

I have no interest in addressing the
discontents of the primary process as,
personally, I support it as a way to
bring democracy into the political
party nominee/candidate selection
process. As we have seen both locally
and nationally, especially within the
Democratic Party, this procedure has
no expectation or tolerance of inter-
nal democracy without patronage. To
quote my friend Ian Welsh, in a small
town with two major parties like
Garwood, “being frozen out of the
primary is being frozen out of democ-
racy; having primaries fixed —
whether by a duly-elected local com-
mittee or a less palatable contrivance
— is, like it or not, fixing the elec-
tion.” Said plainly, primaries matter
because democracy matters — even
when it is uncomfortable.

Recently, the environmental
cleanup at the Casale/Petro site has
entered into the public discourse, with
many residents, seemingly for the first
time, recognizing the site’s toxic his-
tory. This situation is demonstrative
of the need for our local leaders to
hold developers and corporate inter-
ests accountable and, simultaneously,
to also be able to communicate both
that history and the plan to address it
to the public.

Candidate Mike Ince’s lifetime law
enforcement experiences as an FBI
special agent and Candidate Sean
Benoit’s professional acumen as a
lawyer and advocate, bring both req-
uisite and unique skill sets that will
allow them to effectively serve in
these roles. From my conversations
with the all of the candidates, the
Garwood for Democrats ticket is the
only team running for Garwood of-
fice that has the resolution, and more
importantly, the skill sets, to see this
transformational project through to
fruition.

Attend a council meeting and you’ll
quickly realize they are frequently
fraught with endless distractions and
personal political vendettas from de-
cades ago. These theatrics on trivial
matters often dominate deliberations
and contribute nothing to the gover-
nance of this town. The meetings
should maintain a level of decorum or
civility that encourage broader com-
munity participation — not hinder it.
Having been to quite a few council
and special meetings, I can tell you
that it is absurd that a rodent problem
receives almost two hours of council
workshop time, yet only recently the
budget gets the critical examination
and explanation it deserves.

Live-streaming meetings on
Facebook will not solve these issues;
only strong, decisive leadership will
– a quality that Councilwoman
Todisco has in abundance. If this pri-
mary is demonstrative of anything, it
is her courage to stand up for what she
believes in, even when it comes a
personal, and most likely political,
cost.

Lastly, the various local Republi-
can organizations and its supporters
are united in their disdain for the
Todisco team, yet tepid in their criti-
cism of the Lombardo ticket. As Os-
car Wilde said, “you can always judge
a man by his enemies.” This strategic
move is telling and it seems that the
Garwood GOP prefers the Garwood
Forward team (Lombardo/Kearny/
Guerrero) as an opponent in the No-
vember General Election — perhaps
they sense that they are an easy oppo-
nent.

No amount of lamentation on
Facebook, or stories of yesteryear,
will change the fact that Garwood is
in a phase of significant change. Now,
more than ever, we will need strong
proactive leadership and focused,
level-headed representation. This
being the case, along with my other
points above, on Tuesday, June 5 I
will be voting column D for the
Todisco, Ince, and Benoit team. I
strongly urge my fellow Garwoodians
to do the same.

Michael Callahan
Garwood

On behalf of The GWACC, I would
like to extend my sincere apprecia-
tion to the thousands of attendees
who have helped make our annual
Spring Fling street fair in downtown
Westfield such a great success, last
Sunday, May 6. The weather cooper-
ated and visitors, who came out and
supported not only our local Westfield
vendors but the vendors from neigh-
boring towns, arrived from places
like Whitehouse Station,
Collingswood, East Brunswick, War-
ren, Montclair, local neighboring
towns and, of course, Westfield.

I would also like to offer my grati-
tude to our very generous sponsors,
Atlantic Health Systems-Overlook
Medical Center, NJ Kids on the Go!
and The Star Ledger. Their continued
sponsorship helps us to offer these
wonderful events for our community.

We appreciate Mayor Brindle and
Town Administrator Jim Gildea for
their assistance in helping us make
this annual event so successful. Thank
you to the Town of Westfield’s Chief
of Police David Wayman and the po-
lice department for their assistance
with street closures and redirecting
traffic. I would also like to thank Greg
O’Neill and the Department of Public
Works for their tireless efforts with
set up and clean up before and after
Spring Fling. We would also like to
acknowledge Chief Regional Officer
of NJ Transit, Ken Williams, and NJ
Transit for their help with rerouting
bus service in our area for Sunday,
May 6. Many thanks to Executive
Director of The Downtown Westfield
Corporation, Sherry Cronin, and the
staff of the DWC for their constant

support and publicity of our annual
street fairs.

A special thank you goes to the
residents of The Savannah, Gina
Caminito and those residents above
the PNC Bank for their understand-
ing and cooperation with street clo-
sures.

Our next Westfield street fair,
FestiFall, will be on Sunday, Septem-
ber 23, 2018. With the help and sup-
port of the Mayor and Council, we
will have a new Kids Zone and will be
bringing some additional changes. We
hope you will join us.

Gene Jannotti Exec. Dir.
GWACC The Greater Westfield

Area Chamber of Commerce
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goleader News
Item 2018-05-08 Westfield – United

Fund 80th Anniversary. Join us for
our annual meeting, Thursday, May
17, 6:30-7:30 p.m. This year we are
celebrating our 80th Anniversary, so
we thought it was appropriate to hold
our annual meeting at the Reeve House,
one of Westfield’s most historic loca-
tions. We will gather on the front lawn
for conversation and some light re-
freshments. We’ll also recognize our
retiring trustees and share our plans
for our 80th anniversary celebration
in September.

Item 2018-05-08 Westfield – The
Neighborhood Council (WNC) seeks
donations of gently-used LEGOs for
an upcoming fundraiser. WNC is a
non-profit organization that provides
educational, cultural and wellness pro-
gramming for free or low-cost within
Westfield. If interested, please con-
tact Amy Kover at
vicepresident.wnc@gmail.com.
Thank you.

Item 2018-05-07 Terrill Middle
School will be hosting a “Team Terrill”
cancer walk on Monday, June 11 from
3 p.m. to 5 p.m. We will be walking to
celebrate the life of and support teach-
ers and/or family members who are
battling, have survived, or have lost
their lives to cancer. *Connie Tucci*
Fifth Grade Teacher Terrill Middle
School ctucci@spfk12.org

Item 2018-05-07 Scotch Plains –
The Scotch Plains Fanwood PAL will
hold its first SPF PAL DAY on Satur-
day, May 12, at Brookside Park in
Scotch Plains. The event will begin at
10 a.m. and run through that afternoon
until 4 p.m. Guests will be treated to
hamburgers and hot dogs from the
grill while beverages will be served as
well. Games for the kids will also be
provided. Coaches from all sports pro-
grams will be available to discuss the
upcoming seasons and answer any
questions that parents and players may
have. This event will also allow for
parents to register their children for
the 2018 PAL football season. A reg-
istration form is provided here so you
can bring the form with a check or
cash that day. Or you can fill out the
form at Brookside Park or you can still
register online by visiting the
SPFPAL.com site. Cheerleaders are
also invited to the Brookside Park on
May 12 since cheer coaches from the
grade programs will be on hand, too.
However, registration for cheerlead-
ers regarding the 2018 season will
remain online only so please go the
SPFPAL.com site to sign up. Bruce
Moran, brucemdfs@yahoo.com.

Item 2018-05-06 Mountainside –
Saturday, June 9 is the date for the
Mountainside Restoration Commit-
tees Tour of Mountainsides Gardens.
The tour runs from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
with a special Garden Tour lunch
planned at the Publick House restau-
rant, which will open only for tour
guests from 12-4 p.m.. Garden fans
can start touring in the morning and
lunch afterward, or lunch first and
tour gardens in the afternoon , or tour
some gardens in the morning before
lunch and others after lunch. A rain
date of June 10 is planned.

Mother’s Day Celebrates Bond
We Share Throughout Our Lives

Safe Driving Starts With Each
Of Us; Red Means Stop

This Sunday we will pay tribute to our mothers,
grandmothers and all those maternal figures whose
affection, counsel and support shape our lives from
the time we are born. The enduring bond between
mothers and their children has been celebrated
across millennia, from the Bible and classic litera-
ture, to stage and screen, poetry and song. It has
been and remains one of the most defining features
of our humanity.

Mother’s Day has been observed as a national
holiday since 1914. An annual day of recognition
for mothers was the brainchild of Anna Jarvis, who
was inspired by the efforts of her own mother, West
Virginia social activist and community organizer
Ann Reeves Jarvis. During the 19th century, Ann
Jarvis organized Mother’s Day Work Clubs to
improve sanitary conditions and lower infant mor-
tality rates by combating disease and milk contami-
nation, as recounted by Katharine Antolini, an
assistant professor of History and Gender Studies
at West Virginia Wesleyan College who has studied
and written about the evolution of Mother’s Day
since its inception. The Mother’s Day Work Clubs
also nursed wounded Civil War soldiers from both
sides of the conflict, and in the post-war era, Mrs.
Jarvis and like-minded women spearheaded events
designed to foster reconciliation.

Her daughter, Anna Jarvis, inaugurated her cam-
paign for a Mother’s Day observance in 1907. She
and her supporters wrote letters to influential indi-
viduals — all the way up to Presidents William

Howard Taft and Theodore Roosevelt — seeking
their endorsement. Their effort gained steam with
the backing of prominent and politically-active en-
trepreneur and philanthropist John Wanamaker, a
man also known for his Christian principles and
civic-mindedness. The concept of Mother’s Day had
attained national popularity by 1911. Within three
years, on May 8, 1914, President Woodrow Wilson
signed a proclamation formally creating a day to
honor mothers.

In a sad irony, less than a decade later, Anna Jarvis
had come to oppose the holiday she had championed
so tirelessly to establish, believing it had become too
commercialized. While Mother’s Day is indeed a
boon for retailers, its core significance, in our opin-
ion, has not been lost. More than a century after
President Wilson’s proclamation, in celebrations
either lavish or low key, families still gather together
this day to honor their mothers, grandmothers and all
special women in their lives, reflecting Anna Jarvis’
original intent for the holiday.

Once again this year we wish everyone a happy
and healthy Mother’s Day, and as always offer
special acknowledgement to those mothers who
cannot be with their children this Sunday due to
military duty or other circumstance. We also re-
mind sons and daughters to remember mom through-
out the remainder of the year as well, with regular
phone calls or visits, if possible. Let the spirit of
Mother’s Day, as envisioned by Anna Jarvis, ex-
tend beyond the second Sunday in May.

Safe driving is the responsibility of all of us who
operate motor vehicles. In recent weeks, we have
noticed more and more drivers not stopping after the
light has turned to red. In many cases, drivers run the
red well after the light has changed. This, of course,
is extremely dangerous, as it can lead to serious car
accidents and also endanger pedestrians who might
be in the crosswalk at the time.

New Jersey law requires motorists approaching a
stop sign or red light to come to a complete stop.
State law also requires motorists to stop at a yellow
light unless you are too close to the intersection to
safely stop. Often people speed up to try and make a
light and wind up flying through a red signal. But
this, again, is dangerous and is no excuse for running
the light.

In addition, some municipal police departments
have been out in force making motor-vehicle stops
of anyone not stopping for pedestrians, another
dangerous trend. While motorists need to be focused
on their driving and not texting or talking on the cell
phone, in our opinion, pedestrians also need to be
more attentive and not on their mobile phones as
well, and also not standing in the street until it is time

to cross, as this only confuses drivers. Now that
spring is here, motorists have to be on the lookout for
joggers, walkers and bikers, especially near our
parks.

We also encourage motorists to slow down near
ball fields, as a lot of baseball and soccer games are
being played this time of the year that attract crowds
with people walking in the street and appearing
suddenly from between cars. Drivers also need to
drive more slowly in parking lots, as cars are backing
out of spaces and people are walking in theses lots.

Another thing that is dangerous is changing lanes
without signaling and doing so at a high rate of
speed. This risks the lives of others and can cause a
chain-reaction crash, especially on our highways.
Police also are out with their radar equipment,
looking for speeders.

Additionally, angry drivers are a danger. Some-
times they tailgate another driver or cut them off. We
encourage anyone who has been the victim of road
rage to report the incident to police, including the
plate number if they can.

Let’s all be more careful on the roadway so we can
all have a safe spring and summer.
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Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Lapin – Rabbit fur used in imitation

of more valuable skins
2. Lefe – Loved one; a friend
3. Parget – Plaster or wall coating
4. Mear – A boundary

TAMANOIR
1. A deep cut or gash
2. The three-toed anteater
3. A slaughterhouse for cattle
4. A wine cellar or place where wine is

sold or kept
WINNOCK

1. A one-horse carriage
2. An old work horse
3. A window
4. A fish net

WETHER
1. A castrated ram
2. To entise or trick
3. A small cleaning cloth
4. To chill or harden

TALION
1. A guardian spirit
2. Punishment that exacts a penalty

just like the crime
3. Winged sandals
4. An outside staircase


