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Service Academy Fair Set
For June 16 in Branchburg

Courtesy of David Coken
AN ENVIRONMENTAL HERO...The Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers presented "Beautiful Mountainside" President Todd Evans with the Trailside
Environmental Hero Award during a ceremony at the Watchung Reservation at
its Wild Earth Fest on April 29. Mr. Evans, a long-time Mountainside resident, has
donated his time, talent and resources by spearheading volunteer efforts dedicated
to "making Mountainside more beautiful."  Standing, from left to right, are: Bob
Messler, Alice Cowell, Mr. Evans, Jay Sport, Mayor Paul Mirabelli, Barbara
Sport and Regina Kelley, all of Mountainside.

Alex Lowe for The Westfield Leader and The Times
KEEP OUR SCHOOLS SAFE...Students from Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School and Park Middle School recently protested in front of the Scotch Plains
Municipal Building against gun violence.

WASHINGTON, D.C. – Congress-
man Leonard Lance (R-7th,
Westfield) has announced that he will
hold his annual Service Academy In-
formation Fair for 7th Congressional
District high-school students on Sat-
urday, June 16, at Raritan Valley Com-
munity College. Mr. Lance’s annual
event allows students to meet with
academy officials to learn more about
the admissions process and how to
pursue their interests in serving the
nation.

“One of the most rewarding parts
of the job of serving in Congress is
shaking the hands of the young men
and women who step forward to serve
their country and ask for appointment
to one of our nation’s service acad-
emies. I look forward to the Service
Academy Information Fair every year
and meeting the talented and poised
young leaders from our district. I en-
courage all interested high-school stu-
dents to attend and meet and talk
directly with service academy admis-
sions representatives. This fair is so
all students and parents can have their

questions answered and gain an un-
derstanding of the competitive appli-
cation process. I am eager to meet the
next class of applicants,” Mr. Lance
said.

The academy will be held in the
Raritan Valley Community College’s
conference center, 118 Lamington
Road, Branchburg, at 10 a.m.

Representatives from the U.S. Mili-
tary Academy, the United States Na-
val Academy, the Air Force Acad-
emy, the Merchant Marine Academy
and the Coast Guard Academy are
expected to participate. Additionally,
representatives from Mr. Lance’s con-
gressional staff will be available to
answer questions from students about
the nominating process.

The Service Academy Fair is free
and open to all 7th District high-
school students. Students should
register in advance at
lance.house.gov/academyday. Stu-
dents with questions should contact
John Malone by e-mail at
john.malone@mail.house.gov for
more information.

Towns Get Infrastructure
Grants Totaling $1.5 Million
COUNTY — The Union County

Board of Chosen Freeholders has an-
nounced the fourth annual Union
County Infrastructure Grant awards
to 21 municipalities to help fund
projects aimed at spurring economic
development growth, making road,
facility and other improvements
throughout the county.

“This program provides our mu-
nicipalities with financial aid to make
various improvements that benefit our
residents and businesses,” said Free-
holder Chairman Sergio Granados.
“Many of the projects are much-
needed road or sidewalk improve-
ments, while others are facility, busi-
ness district, public safety, or record-
keeping items.”

The program was conceived by
Freeholder Christopher Hudak in
2015, developed by the county’s Free-
holder Fiscal Committee and admin-
istered by the Department of Eco-
nomic Development. This year’s Free-
holder Fiscal Committee included
Freeholder Bruce Bergen (who
chaired the committee), Freeholder
Vice-Chairwoman Bette Jane
Kowalski and Freeholders Angel
Estrada and Alexander Mirabella.

“The Union County Infrastructure
Grant provides assistance to our cit-
ies and towns for vital improvements
that may lack a sufficient funding
source,” Freeholder Hudak said. “Our
intent is to stimulate economic growth
and maintain the high quality of life in
Union County.”

The matching grant initiative makes
available approximately $1.5 million
to Union County’s 21 municipalities,
assisting them to accomplish tasks
undertaken in calendar year 2018.

Funding for the grant is provided
through the proceeds from the sale of
Runnells Specialized Hospital in 2014.

Some examples of work funded
include milling and resurfacing of
streets in Berkeley Heights; a road
repaving program in Cranford; Or-
chard Terrace drainage improvements
in Hillside; Sumner Avenue improve-
ments in Plainfield; Hanratty sports
complex improvements in Elizabeth;
resurfacing of Meeting House Lane
in Mountainside, and Springfield Av-
enue improvements in Summit.

The grants are as follows: Berkeley
Heights, $55,000; Clark, $50,000;
Cranford, $90,000; Elizabeth,
$125,000; Fanwood, $55,000;
Garwood, $40,000; Hillside, $55,000;
Kenilworth, $75,000; Linden,
$100,000; Mountainside, $50,000;
New Providence, $55,000; Plainfield,
$100,000; Rahway, $80,000; Roselle,
$60,000; Roselle Park, $55,000;
Scotch Plains, $100,000; Springfield,
$63,000; Summit, $100,000; Union,
$80,000; Westfield, $92,000, and
Winfield, $20,000.
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Fanwood Receives Grants
To Enhance Nature Center

FANWOOD – The Borough of
Fanwood and Mayor Colleen Mahr
have announced the awarding of two
grants to the borough’s Environmen-
tal Commission that will aid in the
ongoing restoration of the Fanwood
Nature Center, which was damaged
in the recent winter storms. The grants
include a Sustainable Jersey grant,
funded by The Nature Conservancy,
and a New Jersey American Water
grant. Both will help finance the
streamside restoration and watershed
education projects at the Fanwood
Nature Center and restore the banks
of Robinson’s Branch, mitigate down-
stream flood risks and improve water
quality in Fanwood.

“Congratulations to the Environ-
mental Commission on receiving
these grants, as all of their efforts
continuously lift Fanwood to a
higher environmental standard,”
Mayor Mahr stated. “These projects
at the Nature Center will serve to
complement the Green Acres project
in coordination with our borough
engineer.”

The Sustainable Jersey Roots for
River Grant provided $960 to plant
40 new native trees and 40 new native
shrubs in the floodplain of the
Robinson’s Branch of the Rahway
River, which runs through the Nature
Center. The New Jersey American
Water Grant will provide $5,000 for
tree and vegetation restoration along
the Robinson’s Branch as well as
$2,000 to improve educational facili-
ties within the Nature Center and $500
for educational materials. The Envi-
ronmental Commission will be work-

ing with the Rahway River Associa-
tion on this project.

 “Our Environmental Commission
is lucky to have passionate volun-
teers such as Teresa Keeler, who spear-
headed the application process with
the help of Kevin Stevens to get the
funding we needed to continue our
native plant restoration in the
Fanwood Nature Center,” added Eric
Gaulin, Environmental Commission
chairman. “We are also grateful to
have many volunteer groups in the
Fanwood and Scotch Plains area who
we will rely on to help with our resto-
ration efforts.”

The Fanwood Nature Center is an
eight-acre site tucked away on
Terrill Road between Cray Terrace
and La Grande Avenue and serves
as a sanctuary of natural resources.
The Environmental Commission is
committed to preserving the natural
heritage and serves a critical role in
maintaining Fanwood’s natural
wildlife. The Fanwood mayor and
borough council value this space
and support its conservation ease-
ment so that the area will never be
developed in the future.

These projects are set to begin
throughout the summer months and
are scheduled to conclude in the
fall. The Environmental Commis-
sion will be seeking volunteers to
assist with the planting, cleaning
and refurbishments of the Nature
Center for the duration of these
projects.

Those interested should contact
Mr.  Gaulin at
Fanwood.EC.1895@gmail.com.
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Freeholders, Scotch Plains
Open New Senior Café

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Union
County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has announced the opening of a
new senior café in Scotch Plains on
May 1 at the Shady Rest Club-
house at the Scotch Hills Country
Club, located at 820 Jerusalem
Road.

 The historic site is a meeting
place for Scotch Plains seniors,
and currently is owned by the Town-
ship of Scotch Plains. Built in the
1920s, it was the first African-
American-owned golf course in the
United States.

Lunches will be served once a
week, on Tuesdays, from 11:30 a.m.
until 12:15 p.m.

“This is the 24th group meal site
for senior adults, age 60 and older,
in Union County and it is open to
seniors from any of the 21 munici-
palities in the county,” stated Union
County Freeholder Chairman
Sergio Granados. “We are pleased
to offer new places for our seniors
to meet and share lunch together. A
nutritionally balanced lunch will
be served with the help of local
volunteers.”

Scotch Plains Mayor Al Smith
said, “As mayor, and on behalf of
the entire council, I am proud to
continue our commitment to serve
all seniors with well-rounded pro-
gramming to address their needs.
The Senior Café is a wonderful
addition to the programming pro-
vided through the township for se-
niors. I look forward to attending
some of the lunches myself.”

Freeholder Al Mirabella, who
also is Scotch Plains municipal
manager, noted, “The Township of

Scotch Plains is always looking for
ways to expand our programming
for our senior citizens. This weekly
nutrition program, held in the newly
refurbished Shady Rest, is a won-
derful opportunity for our seniors
to meet, socialize and share a
meal.”

The program will be run by
Scotch Plains, under the supervi-
sion of county officials. The meals,
which are paid through federal
grant funds, consist of a hot pro-
tein entree, vegetable or salad,
potato, pasta or rice, bread, milk,
and soup or juice.

The suggested donation is $1.75
per meal. If one person in a couple
is under age 60, the suggested do-
nation is $4.

Countywide in 2017, the Union
County Division on Aging deliv-
ered 166,835 group meals at 23
senior sites. Another 224,337
“Meals on Wheels” meals were de-
livered to the homes of the frail
elderly, for a total of 391,172 meals.

A nutritionist in the Division on
Aging designs meals that meet
healthy nutrient requirements, also
known as the Recommended Di-
etary Allowance. In addition, the
nutritionist provides health and
wellness presentations about food
choices, physical activity and sea-
sonal produce.

For further information about nu-
trition programs offered by the Di-
vision on Aging, contact Kathleen
Malkiewicz at (908) 527-4877 or
by e-mail at kmalkiewicz@ucnj.org.

For information about all ser-
vices and programs for seniors and
their families visit ucnj.org/aging.

Watson Coleman, Pallone
Unveil Handgun Legislation
WASHINGTON, D.C. — Congress-

woman Bonnie Watson Coleman (D-
12th, Trenton) recently joined co-spon-
sors Congressman Frank Pallone (D-6th,
Long Branch) and Albio Sires (D-8th,
Jersey City) to announce the Handgun
Licensing and Registration Act of 2018.

This legislation would overturn a
1986 law to build a framework of
commonsense standards for handgun
ownership in the United States by
creating a federal licensing and regis-
tration process for gun ownership with
minimum requirements that the per-
son seeking gun ownership is at least
21 years old, undergoes firearm train-
ing and has undergone a criminal
history and background check includ-
ing submitting fingerprints and pho-

tographs. The bill would require a
license renewal process after five
years of issuance.

The bill would allow states the op-
portunity to opt out of the federal
system on the condition that they
implement a state registration system
that meets the same requirements.

“For weapons created with the single
intent to take a life, we have developed
a dangerous aversion to any mecha-
nism to understand where and with
whom these weapons reside. Ninety-
six Americans are killed every day by a
gun. It’s time to give law enforcement
the tools to prevent this violence and
provide a record of accountability for
those who seek to do others harm,”
Congresswoman Watson Coleman said.
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