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MEET ITALIAN JEWELRY DESIGNER

Friday, May 11th • 5-8pm

PREVIEW ONE-OF-A-KIND

AND LIMITED EDITION

COLLECTIONS, PLUS MARCO

WILL PERSONALLY ENGRAVE

YOUR NEW & EXISTING

MARCO BICEGO PIECES

WESTFIELD

Warren Crossing is a new condominium development
brought to you by the award-winning homebuilders at
Elite Properties. Warren Crossing is thirty-five (35) new
townhomes built on Park View Drive, a cul-de-sac in
desirable Warren Township. Our sales professionals and
project managers pride themselves in making your
experience as pleasant and problem free as possible.
Our ultimate goal is the construction of the finest home
in a thoughtfully designed community to provide
satisfaction to the ever more sophisticated family and
homeowner of today.

www.warrencrossing.com

The Bryce The Coronado

The Denali The Eldorado

The Acadia

Jane Nicastro Disch
Email: jndrealtor@aol.com
Cell 908-313-7180

Paul F. Stillwaggon
Email: njestates@gmail.com
Cell 908-310-1358

Downsize Your Taxes! Ask Us How ... Starting in the
mid $800's - Home’s available for a Quick Delivery!

Courtesy of Tom Kranz
THE VALUE OF TREES...Fanwood Shade Tree Commission Chairman Steve
Falco, with the Cub Scout color guard, makes a few comments at Fanwood’s Arbor
Day observance that occurred May 3 in Carriage House Park off Watson Road.
For the 25th consecutive year, Fanwood has been designated a Tree City USA, a
national program that acknowledges communities that recognize the value of
trees.

Susan M. Dougherty  for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
A SPRING TRADITION…Once again Sunday’s annual Spring Fling street fair
attracted thousands to Downtown Westfield for the diverse selections of food,
musical entertainment and rides, as well as local merchants.
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Eatery
for $150, which “includes vendor or
table space” at the Farmers’ Market,
FestiFall and Spring Fling, Ms.
Avallone said.

She said the $75 fees still apply for
vendors seeking a table at only one
event.

The Farmers’ Market vendor fee is
$150 even if a vendor does not attend
FestiFall or Spring Fling or does not
purchase an “annual-temporary li-
cense.”

The Farmers’ Market will be held
every Saturday from June through
October, from 8:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.,
at the Westfield Train Station on North
Avenue, a change from previous years
when it was on the South Avenue side.

The board of health unanimously
supported state legislation curtailing
or “tightening” religious exemptions
from vaccinations, stated Ms.
Avallone. Currently, New Jersey state
law allows exemptions from manda-
tory vaccinations based on religious
beliefs or exemptions.

The new legislation would elimi-
nate philosophical indifferences or
disagreements with mandatory vac-
cinations to be included under reli-
gious exemptions or allowed at all,
stated Ms. Avallone. Additional fil-
ing processes and procedures would
be added for those individuals claim-
ing religious exemptions.

Council Seeks Ice Rink
Input From Town Residents

he obtained from a Freedom of Infor-
mation Act request, revealed the pres-
ence of toxins and other hazardous
materials at the site, including asbes-
tos and PCBs. Mr. Ruggiero displayed
a large map which he alleged de-
picted the homes in the “receptor
zone,” contended that work at the site
was being done without the proper
permits, and argued the work placed
the community’s children at risk of
developing respiratory illness.

He claimed that the council should
be “ashamed of themselves” for sched-
uling a town hall after the demolition
had already begun, accusing them of
“making a mockery” of the demo-
cratic process. Other speakers claimed
that their skepticism was justified be-
cause there had allegedly been a lack
of transparency over the demolition
process. Other residents, meanwhile,
agreed with the mayor that a campaign
of misinformation had created a cul-
ture of fear in the community.

In other business, Borough Engi-
neer Michael Disko made a detailed
presentation on various infrastruc-

pality, and to act as an officer for the
detection, apprehension and arrest of
offenders against the animal welfare
and animal cruelty laws of the state
and ordinances of the municipality.
The officer also is authorized by a
municipality to use a firearm in the
furtherance of the officer’s duties, if
the officer has completed a firearms
training course approved by the Po-
lice Training Commission and annu-
ally qualifies in the use of a revolver
or similar weapon.

In a downtown redevelopment up-
date, Elizabeth Jeffery, director of
Economic Development for the bor-
ough, said that Mara’s Café has
changed its name to Railside Café
and is expected to continue offering
the same items as it had previously.
Monk’s Home Improvement has
opened, and Rocco’s has opened for
the season.

Verizon has completed the removal
of its poles by the newly added pedes-
trian area behind the stores on Martine
Avenue, and the borough is to install
outdoor furniture in mid June. Stores
located there may add their own tables
and chairs to make for a place for
consumers to sit, eat and relax while
shopping in the area.

dents informing them of the renewed
effort by Horvath and T-Mobile and
urging people to attend the May 9
hearing, which took place after The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times had
gone to press this week.

At its regular meeting last Thurs-
day, the zoning board approved an
application by Eduardo Claudio to
renew a temporary operating per-
mit for three years that will allow
him to park a limousine in the drive-
way at 192 Mountainview Avenue.
Additionally, Michael Abadir was
given permission to extend the
kitchen at his home at 366 Ever-
green Boulevard by an additional
152 square feet into the rear yard.
Two other applications, both seek-
ing approval to install fences, were
rescheduled for the board’s Thurs-
day, June 7 meeting.
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Cell Tower

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – Mayor Shelley
Brindle at Tuesday’s town council
meeting stated that the council and
herself were willing to hear any
residents opinions supporting the
proposed temporary ice hockey rink
at Gumbert Park. Mayor Brindle
stated that Councilman Mark
LoGrippo, Councilwoman Dawn
Mackey and Councilman Michael
Dardia have spoken with neighbors
who have “expressed several con-
cerns regarding noise, traffic, and
safety” upon the rink’s construc-
tion. The Mayor said a Facebook
Live event will be held on May 9
after this newspaper’s press time.

The Facebook Live conversation
will be led by Code Review sub-
committee Chairwoman and Coun-
cilwoman Mackey, Union Sports
Arena owner Ken Anderson and
Recreation Commission Chairman
Gary Fox.

Neighbors and residents will be
able to comment and provide feed-
back on the Facebook Live link
during the discussion on the
subcommittee’s findings, Mayor
Brindle stated.

“This proposal is just a proposal,
and many details are still to be de-
termined, which is why there hasn’t
been a formal presentation to the
public just yet,” Mayor Brindle said.

Currently, the rink is proposed as
“temporary,” operating for four
months from November 1 to March
1, the Mayor said.

Mayor Brindle said Mr. Ander-
son is “fronting all of the costs” and
has committed to making perma-
nent improvements to the park by
adding sidewalks and improving the
picnic area.

Resident Andrew Stillufsen said
the “cost would be born by the neigh-
bors.” Mr. Stillufsen said the park is
busy from April through November
during the baseball season.

“The winter is the only time we
had,” said Mr. Stillufsen.

Mr. Stillufsen said he was con-
cerned with increased trash accu-
mulation and noise from a “chiller”
operating non-stop to keep the ice
frozen. Mr. Stillufsen said the neigh-
bors when moving in realized there
were baseball fields but they did not
expect a hockey rink to be operat-
ing in the park.

“I live around the corner from
Gumbert and walk there regularly
and drive by it almost daily. As a
result, I am intimately familiar with
pedestrian and traffic issues,”
Mayor Brindle said.

The proposed ice rink is purposed
with providing a practice facility
for Westfield High School ice
hockey teams and local club hockey
teams, the Mayor said.

“We have dreamed about this
thing for years. It is the right time to
see if it works. I am excited to work
with council and expand it to the
overall community,” said resident
and Westfield Hockey Club board
member John McDevitt.

Mayor Brindle said “her belief
is” the rink would enable the town
to benefit from an “existing
underutilized asset,” providing “a
recreation facility to the commu-
nity at almost no cost to taxpayers.”

However, the proposal is being
“vetted” with operation hours and
traffic impacts being analyzed,
stated Mayor Brindle.

Mayor Brindle stated the dis-
cussed hockey schedule would be
less intensive in expected user traf-
fic than compared to baseball sea-
son.

“The limited parking in Gumbert
Park means cars and buses bringing
players in from throughout the
county will be parked and idling on
the surrounding streets and neigh-
borhood,” said resident Colleen
Meacock.

Ms. Meacock stated, “I also don’t
think” the noise pollution, light pol-
lution, traffic congestion, and “NHL
size for a profit ice rink in a Green
Acres park is in keeping with a
healthy environment.”

Resident Frank Dill said he has
installed many chillers similar to
the ones used to keep the ice rink
frozen ad that it is a “definite con-
cern for him” because “you can’t
ever shut them down.”

Mr. Dill said rinks in other towns
have caught fire because a faulty
chiller was involved.

Resident Matt Calder said he is
both a neighbor who lives “close to
Gumbert” while also a parent who
coaches his children’s hockey teams.
Chillers operate at 70 decibels to 90
decibels, a noise not heard from
more than 100 feet away, Mr. Calder
said. He said each home is 200 feet
to 300 feet from the proposed rink.

“I had to turn kids away from the
sport,” said Mr. Calder, expressing
the need for more rink time and
room for more Westfield players on
available ice.

Girls’ Varsity Ice Hockey Player
Alex Sumas said the interest in girls’
ice hockey is immense.

“We have 23 players on our bench.
That’s a huge bench,” said Alex
Sumas, describing how Westfield
High School students including fe-
males are interested in hockey.

She said her schedule when work-
ing with hockey beginners is in-
structional with the instruction be-
ing hindered by one-hour time lim-
its imposed at current rinks.

Varsity Boys’ Hockey Player Lo-
gan Calder said he had to make a
choice between academics and
sports because his practice sched-
ule was so demanding because he
had to travel to practice. Logan said
every other team at Westfield High
School has practice for several
hours, on location in Westfield.

Logan said the rink would open a
part-time job market for students
who could teach ice skating or the
sport to peers and younger athletes.
He said the rink would need refer-
ees for games, suggesting older play-
ers could referee hockey games for
younger players.

“If this proves successful, future
investment might be justified to en-
able it to be installed in another
location. Gumbert enables us to trial
it so that we can assess afterwards,”
Mayor Brindle said.

ture improvement projects. Mr. Disko
explained the process for television
inspections of a portion of the
community’s storm sewer lines and
updated the governing body and the
public on the status of the infrastruc-
ture upgrades being done by Ameri-
can Water and Elizabethtown Gas.
There was considerable discussion
regarding the cost benefit analysis
between Belgian block and concrete
curbs, including the ease of repair,
weather resistance and aesthetics. A
decision will be made after additional
information is obtained.

The council agreed to consider
participating in the Sandy Hook Prom-
ise, a national non-profit organiza-
tion founded and led by several fam-
ily members whose loved ones were
killed at Sandy Hook Elementary
School on December 14, 2012. The
goal of the project is to provide schools
and communities with programs and
practices that protect children from
gun violence.

Westfield to Hire Consultant
Regarding Master Plan

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD — Town Planner
Donald Sammet stated at Monday’s
planning board meeting that the
town’s master plan drafting will be
“unlike any other master plan
drafted.” Westfield will solicit bids
from consulting firms that specialize
in parking consulting and planning
consulting. Mr. Sammet said Mayor
Shelley Brindle and the planning
board have decided the master plan
drafting will be a “significant public
participation process.”

A master plan is a long-term plan-
ning document providing a concep-
tual layout to guide a municipality’s
future growth and development.
Master planning involves interrelat-
ing buildings, social settings and their
surrounding environments. A master
plan includes analysis, recommen-
dations and proposals for a
community’s population, economy,
housing, transportation, community
facilities and land use. The plan is
based on public input, surveys, plan-
ning initiatives, existing develop-
ment, physical characteristics and
social and economic conditions.

Mr. Sammet said a community fo-
rum will be available online allow-
ing public access to the eventual
master plan once it is completed. Mr.
Sammet said specifics on further
public participation have not been
finalized, but are considered top pri-
ority.

Mayor Brindle said that hiring a
parking consultant to assess parking
concerns as Westfield continues to
evolve is important and interrelated
to the master plan.

“All (master plan and parking)
need to be in concert. They may run
parallel as they are thought out. How-
ever, they must be orchestrated in
harmony,” Mayor Brindle said.

Planning Board member and
Westfield Historic Preservation
Commission liaison Michael
LaPlace said he is “glad the down-
town” is a major focus in the new
master plan. Mr. LaPlace said he
wanted the planning board to reflect
the relevance historic preservation
has in Westfield’s future.

Planning Board member and
Councilwoman Linda Habgood said
she noticed the current master plan
“doesn’t say anything about historic
preservation.”

Mayor Brindle said she spoke with
leaders from other towns such as
Summit who stated, regarding
Summit’s master plan, that “historic
preservation is rolling through ev-
erything they do.”

During the business portion of the
meeting, 570 Westfield Avenue, LLC
was unanimously approved to reno-
vate a first-floor addition to allow
for medical offices on the first and
second floors with a residential apart-
ment on the third floor.

Dr. Robert Panza said he owns and
operates 570 Westfield Avenue, LLC.
Dr. Panza said he wants to develop
an office where his daughter can

operate her own medical practice.
The applicant’s architect, Robert
Algarin, said the front porch will be
rebuilt and a building in the rear is
beyond repair. Mr. Algarin stated
that removal of the structure in the
back will allow for more office space.

Mr. Algarin said he did not expect
the hearing to be more architectur-
ally specific nor focused because he
focused his testimony on a site-plan
review.

“I am not asking you to dress it up.
I am asking you to rebuild it,” Plan-
ning Board Chairman Robert Newell
said.

The office will have historic aes-
thetics pertinent to Westfield while
involving a futuristic design.

“I agree with attention between
old and new (architectural aesthet-
ics). Bring her back, while adding
elements that are more progressive,
such as a 2020 look or a 2030 look,”
board member Anastasia Harrison
said.

Applicant Samuel Michael Strauss
of 942 Summit Avenue moved his
application hearing to the June plan-
ning board meeting. Testimony was
heard from the applicant and com-
mentary was provided by several
neighbors objecting to the applica-
tion.

The applicant’s attorney, Jim
Foerst, said the applicant will need
“ample time,” or the next month, to
further research the property’s his-
tory and its relation to a designated
Green Acres land in the neighbor-
hood.

Mr. Strauss began his testimony
by stating he is seeking to subdivide
the property for economic reasons
regarding his daughter who lives in
the home. Mr. Strauss said his grand-
children “always lived in Westfield
and want to stay in the Westfield
schools.”

Mr. Sammet said property records
show the property was once two lots
in 1931 and a different lot configura-
tion was recorded showing what “re-
sembles the current lot configura-
tion” in 1989.

Mr. Foerst said the property is
much bigger than is needed for one
house. He stated if not allowed to
subdivide, the applicant will have to
sell to a developer who may knock
down the current house and erect a
home not fitting with the neighbor-
hood.

Mr. Foerst said the applicant is
proposing a subdivision with two
homes with a 5,500-square-foot lot
area in a zone where the minimum
lot area required is 6,000 square
feet.

Resident Lily Yucetepe said she
objects to the application because a
two-home development would elimi-
nate 11 trees facing Dunham Av-
enue.

Applicant 227 Elmer LLC was
unanimously approved for a prelimi-
nary and final major site plan ap-
proval with variances to extend a
porch on the side of an existing build-
ing.


