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MEET ITALIAN JEWELRY DESIGNER

Friday, May 11th • 5-8pm

PREVIEW ONE-OF-A-KIND

AND LIMITED EDITION

COLLECTIONS, PLUS MARCO

WILL PERSONALLY ENGRAVE

YOUR NEW & EXISTING

MARCO BICEGO PIECES

WESTFIELD

Warren Crossing is a new condominium development
brought to you by the award-winning homebuilders at
Elite Properties. Warren Crossing is thirty-five (35) new
townhomes built on Park View Drive, a cul-de-sac in
desirable Warren Township. Our sales professionals and
project managers pride themselves in making your
experience as pleasant and problem free as possible.
Our ultimate goal is the construction of the finest home
in a thoughtfully designed community to provide
satisfaction to the ever more sophisticated family and
homeowner of today.

www.warrencrossing.com

The Bryce The Coronado

The Denali The Eldorado

The Acadia

Jane Nicastro Disch
Email: jndrealtor@aol.com
Cell 908-313-7180

Paul F. Stillwaggon
Email: njestates@gmail.com
Cell 908-310-1358

Downsize Your Taxes! Ask Us How ... Starting in the
mid $800's - Home’s available for a Quick Delivery!

Councilwoman Cuccaro
Statement on Russo I Demo

With the demolition of Russo I
fully underway and in full view of the
public eye it has now become a real
concern to many citizens in our town.
While we have been reassured by
Russo Developers that the demo will
be done professionally with the ut-
most of care, the public has brought
to our attention some legitimate con-
cerns in regards to the safety of their
children. One cannot argue with their
concerns when they see Russo con-
struction in full P.P.E. gear, ventilator
masks, and asbestos jump suits, all
while their kids wear shorts and t-
shirts as they walk below not 20 feet
away. Common sense would tell you
there is something wrong here. While
it is no secret that I was the only
councilperson who voted against this
project, I realize the project will move
forward, but I suggest we proceed in
a more informative, safe, and respon-
sible direction.

I have a few proposals of how we
can better reassure the public of their
safety;

1. How will it be monitored and
overseen by the EPA.

2. Ask Russo developers to delay
demo until Lincoln School is on sum-

mer recess June 20.
To ensure the safety of children

from both airborne pollutants and
possible falling debris while walking
to and from school.

3. Ask the EPA to monitor the air
quality at Lincoln School while school
is in session.

4. In addition, I propose letters be
drafted to not only the parents of
Lincoln School children, but the en-
tire town listing a timeline of demo,
measures that will be taken to moni-
tor airborne pollutants, along with
times and dates to avoid the area.

5. Asbestos warning signs should
also be made visible to the public
along fence line.

In addition, as public officials it is
our duty to keep the public informed
and safe and I believe it is shameful to
suggest to our citizens that it is their
own fault for not being informed as
many on Borough Council and Plan-
ning Board have. It is our duty to
answer questions and go above and
beyond to keep the public informed.

Councilwoman Ileen Cuccaro
Garwood

Courtesy of Bill Howard
32ND AND LAST ST. PAUL’S CONCERT…Charles Banks, director of music at
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, acknowledges the capacity crowd after conducting
the church’s annual Spring Concert Sunday. Mr. Banks retired after 32 years with
St. Paul’s. He will return to his native western North Carolina to live.

Bid Protest Delays Kehler
Stadium Project

WESTFIELD – A protest filed by
one of the vendors who bid on the
contract for the summer work on
Kehler Stadium will delay the project
by at least six weeks and may impact
Fall sports for Westfield Public
Schools, Business Administrator
Dana Sullivan announced at the May
8 board of education meeting.

Work on Kehler Stadium to replace
the turf field, track, blacktop, bleach-
ers and to renovate the bathrooms
was scheduled to begin this week
after the contract was awarded to the
lowest responsible bidder, Your Way
Construction, Inc. of Irvington. The
board approved the Kehler contract
on March 19.

“The district’s athletic department
worked to relocate Spring sports in
order for work on the stadium to
begin on time,” Ms. Sullivan said.

Ms. Sullivan reported that H & S
Construction and Mechanical, Inc. of
Elizabeth, the third lowest bidder in
the process, filed a bid protest which
was denied on April 13 by the Honor-
able Karen M. Cassidy, who presided
over the complaint proceedings in the
Superior Court of the County of Union.

On April 16, H & S Construction
and Mechanical filed an appeal which
will be heard on Thursday, June 7.

“The original complaint by H&S
was denied by Judge Cassidy. There-
fore, we feel this appeal lacks merit
and may seriously impact our Fall
sports program,” Ms. Sullivan said,
adding that the delay could be longer
if an immediate decision is not made
on the appeal.  “If H&S is success-
ful, the second lowest bidder will
have a claim to the Kehler Stadium
contract at an additional cost of ap-
proximately $250,000, which H&S
may also decide to challenge.”

Ms. Sullivan said plans for the
Kehler Stadium project have been
carefully reviewed for more than a
year, involving architects, engineers,
district administrators, members of
the board of education’s Facilities
and Finance Committees, and the full
board.

“If construction on the stadium is
not completed by this Fall, it will
impact the freshman, junior varsity
and varsity football program as well
as girls’ and boys’ soccer and field
hockey,” Ms. Sullivan concluded.

Council Seeks Ice Rink
Input From Town Residents

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – Mayor Shelley Brindle
at Tuesday’s town council meeting stated
that the council and herself were willing to
hear any residents opinions supporting the
proposed temporary ice hockey rink at
Gumbert Park. Mayor Brindle stated that
Councilman Mark LoGrippo, Council-
woman Dawn Mackey and Councilman
Michael Dardia have spoken with neigh-
bors who have “expressed several con-
cerns regarding noise, traffic, and safety”
upon the rink’s construction. The Mayor
said a Facebook Live event will be held on
May 9 after this newspaper’s press time.

The Facebook Live conversation will
be led by Code Review subcommittee
Chairwoman and Councilwoman Mackey,
Union Sports Arena owner Ken Anderson
and Recreation Commission Chairman
Gary Fox.

Neighbors and residents will be able to
comment and provide feedback on the
Facebook Live link during the discussion
on the subcommittee’s findings, Mayor
Brindle stated.

“This proposal is just a proposal, and
many details are still to be determined,
which is why there hasn’t been a formal
presentation to the public just yet,” Mayor
Brindle said.

Currently, the rink is proposed as “tem-
porary,” operating for four months from
November 1 to March 1, the Mayor said.

Mayor Brindle said Mr. Anderson is
“fronting all of the costs” and has commit-
ted to making permanent improvements to
the park by adding sidewalks and improv-
ing the picnic area.

Resident Andrew Stillufsen said the
“cost would be born by the neighbors.”
Mr. Stillufsen said the park is busy from
April through November during the base-
ball season.

“The winter is the only time we had,”
said Mr. Stillufsen.

Mr. Stillufsen said he was concerned
with increased trash accumulation and
noise from a “chiller” operating non-stop
to keep the ice frozen. Mr. Stillufsen said
the neighbors when moving in realized
there were baseball fields but they did not
expect a hockey rink to be operating in the
park.

“I live around the corner from Gumbert
and walk there regularly and drive by it
almost daily. As a result, I am intimately
familiar with pedestrian and traffic is-
sues,” Mayor Brindle said.

The proposed ice rink is purposed with
providing a practice facility for Westfield
High School ice hockey teams and local
club hockey teams, the Mayor said.

“We have dreamed about this thing for
years. It is the right time to see if it works.
I am excited to work with council and
expand it to the overall community,” said
resident and Westfield Hockey Club board
member John McDevitt.

Mayor Brindle said “her belief is” the
rink would enable the town to benefit from
an “existing underutilized asset,” provid-
ing “a recreation facility to the community
at almost no cost to taxpayers.”

However, the proposal is being “vetted”
with operation hours and traffic impacts
being analyzed, stated Mayor Brindle.

Mayor Brindle stated the discussed
hockey schedule would be less intensive
in expected user traffic than compared to
baseball season.

“The limited parking in Gumbert Park
means cars and buses bringing players in
from throughout the county will be parked
and idling on the surrounding streets and
neighborhood,” said resident Colleen
Meacock.

Ms. Meacock stated, “I also don’t think”
the noise pollution, light pollution, traffic
congestion, and “NHL size for a profit ice
rink in a Green Acres park is in keeping
with a healthy environment.”

Resident Frank Dill said he has in-
stalled many chillers similar to the ones
used to keep the ice rink frozen ad that it is
a “definite concern for him” because “you
can’t ever shut them down.”

Mr. Dill said rinks in other towns have
caught fire because a faulty chiller was
involved.

Resident Matt Calder said he is both a

neighbor who lives “close to Gumbert”
while also a parent who coaches his
children’s hockey teams. Chillers operate
at 70 decibels to 90 decibels, a noise not
heard from more than 100 feet away, Mr.
Calder said. He said each home is 200 feet
to 300 feet from the proposed rink.

“I had to turn kids away from the sport,”
said Mr. Calder, expressing the need for
more rink time and room for more Westfield
players on available ice.

Girls’ Varsity Ice Hockey Player Alex
Sumas said the interest in girls’ ice hockey
is immense.

“We have 23 players on our bench.
That’s a huge bench,” said Alex Sumas,
describing how Westfield High School
students including females are interested
in hockey.

She said her schedule when working
with hockey beginners is instructional with
the instruction being hindered by one-
hour time limits imposed at current rinks.

Varsity Boys’ Hockey Player Logan
Calder said he had to make a choice be-
tween academics and sports because his
practice schedule was so demanding be-
cause he had to travel to practice. Logan
said every other team at Westfield High
School has practice for several hours, on
location in Westfield.

Logan said the rink would open a part-
time job market for students who could
teach ice skating or the sport to peers and
younger athletes. He said the rink would
need referees for games, suggesting older
players could referee hockey games for
younger players.

“If this proves successful, future invest-
ment might be justified to enable it to be
installed in another location. Gumbert en-
ables us to trial it so that we can assess
afterwards,” Mayor Brindle said.
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Demolition

Sunny Acres Seeks Historic
Desig.; Verizon Gets Var.

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — A parking variance
and design waiver was granted last
Wednesday by the planning board to
allow parking spaces for additional
trucks at the Verizon office building,
used for its landline service, located on
the corner of Orange and Birchwood
Avenues. The parking will be shifted
from the current 255 regular parking
spaces down to 223, which is 25 spaces
short of the township zoning require-
ment, said F. Mitchell Ardman, engi-
neer and planner. To make way for
spaces for trucks, Verizon will remove
some regular-size spaces to make big-
ger stalls.

“There are never any parking issues.
It is a big open lot,” Mr. Ardman said.

Verizon is increasing its employees
at the site to 166, said Nick Havakian,
a representative for Verizon. “The site
has no visitors,” he said, and is only
used for employees. Verizon also is to
update its ADA parking to comply with
state and federal requirements, he said.

Verizon also will add a quonset hut
to store chillers, which are used off site
when there are power outages at other
Verizon sites where there are no gen-
erators.

The Historic Preservation Advisory
Board (HPAB) advised the planning
board that the board is to seek designa-
tion of the Sunny Acres neighborhood
as an historic district in Cranford. The
move is largely spearheaded by the
Sunny Acres Civic and Improvement
Association.

Sunny Acres, located on the south-
ern edge of Cranford between the
Rahway River and Raritan Road, was
the first planned residential develop-
ment by the Sears Modern Homes divi-
sion that were not kit-style homes, said
Kinney Clark, a member of the HPAB.
Sunny Acres was developed in the early
1940s with a mix of mid-century de-
signed Cape Cod Colonial-style homes
specifically marketed to working-class
families. Today, 134 homes of the total
172 homes in the development retain
their original design, Mr. Clark ex-
plained.

If the designation was to be accepted
by the township, Sunny Acres would be
the first local historic district in Cran-
ford, Mr. Clark said.

The HPAB will hold a public meet-
ing on Wednesday, May 30, at the com-
munity center, after which the HPAB is
to decide if it will make a formal recom-
mendation to the township committee.
The meeting time was not specified.

Sunny Acres meets national register
criteria A and C to define its historic
designation, Mr. Clark said.

“I can’t underscore enough how much
their dedication to their neighborhood
and community at large has inspired
this request and proposal. They have
opened our eyes as to the significance
of this neighborhood,” Mr. Clark said
of the Sunny Acres Civic and Improve-
ment Association.

Should the area be given the historic
designation, homeowners would not
have any regulatory criteria to uphold
should the homeowner decide to make

any changes to their property, Mr. Clark
said. Guidelines could be provided to
homeowners as to how to retain the
original architectural design standards
to serve as a resource, Mr. Clark said.

Planning board member Julie
Didzbalis said, “I think it is important
to try and move forward with that
plan...You’ll keep this town in the
quaint feeling that we like it to stay.”
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Master Plan
Mr. Algarin said he did not expect the

hearing to be more architecturally spe-
cific nor focused because he focused his
testimony on a site-plan review.

“I am not asking you to dress it up. I am
asking you to rebuild it,” Planning Board
Chairman Robert Newell said.

The office will have historic aesthetics
pertinent to Westfield while involving a
futuristic design.

“I agree with attention between old
and new (architectural aesthetics). Bring
her back, while adding elements that are
more progressive, such as a 2020 look or
a 2030 look,” board member Anastasia
Harrison said.

Applicant Samuel Michael Strauss of
942 Summit Avenue moved his applica-
tion hearing to the June planning board
meeting. Testimony was heard from the
applicant and commentary was provided
by several neighbors objecting to the
application.

The applicant’s attorney, Jim Foerst,
said the applicant will need “ample time,”
or the next month, to further research the
property’s history and its relation to a
designated Green Acres land in the neigh-
borhood.

Mr. Strauss began his testimony by
stating he is seeking to subdivide the

property for economic reasons regarding
his daughter who lives in the home. Mr.
Strauss said his grandchildren “always
lived in Westfield and want to stay in the
Westfield schools.”

Mr. Sammet said property records show
the property was once two lots in 1931
and a different lot configuration was re-
corded showing what “resembles the cur-
rent lot configuration” in 1989.

Mr. Foerst said the property is much
bigger than is needed for one house. He
stated if not allowed to subdivide, the
applicant will have to sell to a developer
who may knock down the current house
and erect a home not fitting with the
neighborhood.

Mr. Foerst said the applicant is propos-
ing a subdivision with two homes with a
5,500-square-foot lot area in a zone where
the minimum lot area required is 6,000
square feet.

Resident Lily Yucetepe said she ob-
jects to the application because a two-
home development would eliminate 11
trees facing Dunham Avenue.

Applicant 227 Elmer LLC was unani-
mously approved for a preliminary and
final major site plan approval with vari-
ances to extend a porch on the side of an
existing building.
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Eateries
Mr. Yang said the basement area is

now “very clean” as the staff is moni-
toring the basement area. He said an
exterminator is contracted monthly to
assist in rodent and insect prevention.

Ms. Mendez explained that the first
unconditional satisfactory rating in-
volved a water blockage in the base-
ment that prevented proper sewage
disbursement.

Mr. Yang said the situation arose in
2015 and has been adequately ad-
dressed to not reoccur.

The board discussed vendor fees for
upcoming town events such as FestiFall
and the Farmers’ Markets. Tradition-
ally, a vendor seeking to set up a table
at either Spring Fling, which took place
on Sunday, or Festifall in September
would pay $75 per event, Health Of-
ficer Megan Avallone said.

The board of health is offering ven-
dors an “annual-temporary license”
for $150, which “includes vendor or
table space” at the Farmers’ Market,
FestiFall and Spring Fling, Ms.
Avallone said.

She said the $75 fees still apply for
vendors seeking a table at only one
event.

The Farmers’ Market vendor fee is
$150 even if a vendor does not attend
FestiFall or Spring Fling or does not
purchase an “annual-temporary li-
cense.”

The Farmers’ Market will be held
every Saturday from June through Oc-
tober, from 8:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m., at
the Westfield Train Station on North
Avenue, a change from previous years
when it was on the South Avenue side.

The board of health unanimously
supported state legislation curtailing
or “tightening” religious exemptions
from vaccinations, stated Ms. Avallone.
Currently, New Jersey state law allows
exemptions from mandatory vaccina-
tions based on religious beliefs or ex-
emptions.

The new legislation would elimi-
nate philosophical indifferences or dis-
agreements with mandatory vaccina-
tions to be included under religious
exemptions or allowed at all, stated
Ms. Avallone. Additional filing pro-
cesses and procedures would be added
for those individuals claiming reli-
gious exemptions.

and all of the work which the Russo em-
ployees are doing will comply with all
applicable regulations. He advised the pub-
lic that the next planning board meeting will
be held on Wednesday, May 23, and urged
all interested residents to attend the meeting
or, if they are unable to attend, to contact
him directly.

During the public comment portion of
the meeting, Greg Ruggiero, a father of four
and a resident of Pine Avenue, repeatedly
ignored the Mayor’s attempts to limit his
presentation to the allocated three minutes
and claimed that documents, which he ob-
tained from a Freedom of Information Act
request, revealed the presence of toxins and
other hazardous materials at the site, in-
cluding asbestos and PCBs. Mr. Ruggiero
displayed a large map which he alleged
depicted the homes in the “receptor zone,”
contended that work at the site was being
done without the proper permits, and ar-
gued the work placed the community’s
children at risk of developing respiratory
illness.

He claimed that the council should be
“ashamed of themselves” for scheduling a
town hall after the demolition had already
begun, accusing them of “making a mock-
ery” of the democratic process. Other speak-
ers claimed that their skepticism was justi-
fied because there had allegedly been a lack
of transparency over the demolition pro-
cess. Other residents, meanwhile, agreed
with the mayor that a campaign of misinfor-
mation had created a culture of fear in the
community.

In other business, Borough Engineer
Michael Disko made a detailed presenta-
tion on various infrastructure improvement
projects. Mr. Disko explained the process
for television inspections of a portion of the
community’s storm sewer lines and up-
dated the governing body and the public on
the status of the infrastructure upgrades
being done by American Water and
Elizabethtown Gas. There was consider-
able discussion regarding the cost benefit
analysis between Belgian block and con-
crete curbs, including the ease of repair,
weather resistance and aesthetics. A deci-
sion will be made after additional informa-
tion is obtained.
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