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HPC Favors Applications
On Kimball, Lawrence

Garwood Planning Bd. Hears
Lincoln Ave. Site Application

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD — The planning
board heard initial testimony April
25 on the application for 3 Lincoln
Avenue. Business owner and prop-
erty owner David Busch stated that
he operates his business, General
Automotive Repair, LLC, at the site.
However, the applicant filing for the
hardship variances was legally rec-
ognized as DBJ Holdings, LLC, the
legal entity or “property owner” con-
trolled by Mr. Busch.

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Historic Preservation Commission
(HPC) on Monday night gave its
approval to proposed minor site plan
and major site plan applications.
The major site plan application is
subject to planning board review. In
addition, HPC members discussed
“appropriate policy initiatives” to
safeguard historic buildings and
homes. HPC Chairwoman Kelly
Kessler said active communication
with residents is vital to achieve the
commission’s historic preservation
goals.

Architect Gregory Blasi presented
the garage re-envisioning for a ma-

jor site plan application proposed
at 249 Kimball Avenue. Mr. Blasi
said the pre-existing garage was
added in the property’s rear yard as
a stand-alone building. The home
was built in the 1890s with the ga-
rage constructed in the 1920s, Mr.
Blasi stated.

Mr. Blasi said the existing garage
was built at a time when people first
started purchasing cars and so ga-
rages were not developed into the
existing home structure, but as a
separate building on the property.

The proposed garage is designed
into the home, allowing increased
garage space as requested by the
applicant, Mr. Blasi said. He said
the new garage is “more fitting with

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader
ENJOYING THE RIDE...The Passante boys of Westfield enjoy sitting in the cab
of the fire truck during Sunday’s JCC of Central N.J.’s Touch A Truck event.

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader
FLAG RAISING…After Congressman Leonard Lance donated a flag that had flown over the Capitol in Washington, D.C.,
Boy Scout Troop 72 raises the flag at Fairview Cemetery’s 150th Anniversary last Sunday. At the celebration, Founding
Fathers were named amid a ceremony that included words from Mayor Shelley Brindle, who read a proclamation for the
cemetery that is also a recognized arboretum. Music and carriage rides followed the ceremony.

GOING, GOING, GONE...This older home at 309 Walnut Street in Westfield is
torn down to make way for new construction.

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader
A SUNNY OUTING...This family enjoys a carriage ride at Fairview Cemetery’s
150th Anniversary on Sunday afternoon.
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the neighborhood” in terms of height
and architectural detail.

Mr. Blasi said he achieved archi-
tectural complements utilizing dor-
mers and windows, noting that the
homeowners will have easier ac-
cess to their home.

The HPC favored a minor site-
plan application at 322 Lawrence
Avenue. The applicant is seeking to
replace existing roof shingles with
a new “patriot slate” color design,
Ms. Kessler said. The existing
shingles are “reddish” with the pro-
posed roofing a “more grayish,
blackish tinge,” Ms. Kessler ex-
plained.

“It is an improvement,” said Ms.
Kessler in describing the impact the
new roof will have on the
neighborhood’s aesthetics.

The HPC is finalizing a 100 addi-
tional property list as per its com-
munity outreach goals and historic
preservation goals, HPC Commis-
sioner Neil Acito said. The list does
not include every property, but al-
lows the commission to address
many homeowners in a reasonable
time frame.

The HPC will review town ordi-
nances “to foster the best policy
initiatives governing historic pres-
ervation,” Ms. Kessler said. New
Jersey state standards or legislative
guidelines “may guide” the com-
mission towards an autonomous
designation process when designat-
ing historic districts, Ms. Kessler
said. She added that the current
governing ordinance allows 75 per-
cent of residents to agree or pro-
pose their neighborhood be desig-
nated as a historic district.

Ms. Kessler said any finalized
ordinance changes have not been
made or officially proposed.

“I almost lost my breakfast when
I heard the scratch of the bulldozer,”

Garwood BOE Adopts
$10.1-Mil. School Budget

Borough Has Completed
Storm Debris Removal

The applicant’s attorney, Gary
Goodman, stated that the applicant
recognizes that Lincoln Avenue, in-
cluding the property, are “gateways
to the community.” Mr. Goodman
said the applicant is “looking for”
the planning board’s “guidance” on
how to make the location “attrac-
tive.”

Mr. Busch stated that he purchased
the property in 2014. He said he uses
the space for his business, which
focuses on automotive repair and
truck repair. The roof on the build-
ing will be replaced and “a new
HVAC” will be installed, stated Mr.
Busch.

In addition, Mr. Busch stated that
he will repaint the entire building
and install needed windows.

The applicant will resurface the
parking lot, stated Mr. Goodman.
The parking lot is “triangular shaped”
and undersized, stated engineer
Cathy Mueller. Ms. Mueller said the
applicant is willing to compromise
with planning board requests to add
some shrubs and plantings along-
side the streetscape.

Mr. Busch said he understands the
property is in a flood zone. The dis-
cussed plantings and possibility of a
drainage trench beneath the surface
is to reduce flooding, Mr. Busch told
The Westfield Leader.

The plantings reduce the possibil-

ity of lights reflecting off the build-
ing, blinding drivers during rush
hours and at dusk, stated planning
board member Bill Nierstedt.

Mr. Busch said he was concerned
too many plantings could prevent
passing traffic from noticing his busi-
ness.

Mr. Nierstedt said he recognized
the property’s irregularities. He said
he is “very excited the applicant pur-
chased it (the property) and is here to
improve it.”

Mr. Busch said if the property has
10 feet of easement creating room
for plantings and drainage, because
the property is triangular he loses
“half his parking lot.”

Board engineer Victor Vinegra said
when board members consider a
compromise between the planning
board and the applicant, often five
feet is needed for plantings to grow
and survive.

Mr. Nierstedt said a monument
sign is compliant with borough ordi-
nance and suggested the business
owner use that sign type to advertise
the business.

Mr. Busch said he has agreed “to
looking into a monument-type sign”
for a business sign along the
streetscape.

The agreed upon plantings, drain-
age development and easement from

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD — Board of Education
Business Administrator Eric Larson pre-
sented the 2018 school budget at a spe-
cial budget meeting on Tuesday night.
The school-year tax increase will be half
of 1 percent, the lowest in 11 years, Mr.
Larson said. The total budget is
$10,106,562 with $8,209,455 to be raised
in school taxes, an increase of $40,843
from the previous year.

The total tax levy will be .08 of 1
percent higher when considering a cal-
endar year time frame versus a nine-
month school-year time frame, stated
Mr. Larson. Assuming a $100,000 as-
sessed value on a property, the total
school tax levy will be an $82 increase
per household from the prior year.

Mr. Larson said a metric he uses to
compare the board’s budget practices is
the budgetary per-pupil cost. He said the
cost is the year-to-year change in cost per
student in the district.

Garwood’s 2016-2017 per-pupil bud-
geted cost was the ninth lowest of 75
kindergarten through eighth grade dis-
tricts (K-8) with 0 to 400 students, stated
Mr. Larson. The 2017-2018 year per-
pupil cost is not available until mid-
summer, stated Mr. Larson, as per state
calculations and data collection.

Mr. Larson said for 2016-2017 the
state median per-pupil cost for K-8
districts was $16,331. The 2016-2017
Garwood student per-pupil cost was
$14,021, or $2,359 below the state
average.

Two major expenditures are $623,000
being used to replace a boiler system and
$118,000 to pay existing debt, stated Mr.
Larson.

The district received an increase in
state aid from $516,933 the previous year
to $556,490 for the 2018-2019 budget,
stated Mr. Larson. The district received

grants summing $121,767 for the 2018-
2019 budget, less than the $153,255 re-
ceived in 2017-2018 budget.

The district will pay 2 percent less in
tuition fees to the Clark Board of Educa-
tion for student enrollment at Arthur L.
Johnson (ALJ) High School in Clark.
The cost per student is $13,466 in tu-
ition, stated Mr. Larson. Garwood sends
its high-school students to ALJ.

The cost for instruction or teacher
salaries went up 2.5 percent or $58,293,
stated Mr. Larson.

Mr. Larson said the increase was as
expected given negotiated salaries were
expected to increase 2.75 percent. Ad-
ministrative costs decreased 7.5 percent
or $48,399, stated Mr. Larson. Facility
management costs decreased $49,022
or 6.6 percent from the 2017-2018 bud-
get year, stated Mr. Larson.

Resident Bruce Paterson said he was
concerned with capital reserve deple-
tions and one-time revenue sources off-
setting costly trends.

“We are taxpayers as well,” said board
member Amanda Langston.

Board President Christine Guerriero
said Mr. Larson and the board worked
on the best budget they could without
breaking the bank.

“Mr. Paterson, it is not right or neces-
sary to say the board does not show
concern. They are aware of the trends,”
School Superintendent Teresa Quigley,
Ed.D. said.

Before the budget meeting, a safety
meeting was held, during which com-
munity members could voice concerns
and ask questions regarding the school’s
safety policies in response to recent na-
tional school violence.

Former board member Adele Lewis
said she has been committed to volun-
teering for the Sandy Hook Promise
Foundation. The program helps educa-

By KATE BROWNE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE — Public
Works Director Ron Romak advised
the public Tuesday night that the bor-
ough has completed debris cleanup
from multiple winter storms. The
storms caused widespread damage to
trees and properties in the commu-
nity. The borough has incurred more
than $100,000 in debris removal ex-
penses, and residents who need
woodchips are encouraged to contact
the DPW.

On behalf of all residents, Mayor
Paul N. Mirabelli thanked Mr. Romak
and all the members of the Depart-
ment of Public Works (DPW) for the
hundreds of hours of work they did,
often in inclement weather, to re-
move fallen limbs, branches and trees
from local roads in what was an un-
precedented storm season. He also
thanked Union County for its support
in removing the piles of brush and

tree limbs from New Providence Road
and expressed disappointment and
frustration over the number of resi-
dents who took advantage of the free
debris removal program by using it as
a way to dispose of spring cleanup
waste.

Mr. Romak recommended that the
community seek bids for snow and
ice removal. He explained that the
three-year contract will include the
use of four salt trucks, a minimum of
12 plows and an increase in the num-
ber of four-wheel-drive vehicles that
are necessary because the increas-
ingly erratic weather and the deeper
snowfalls have made it harder to navi-
gate the hills in towns. The bid speci-
fications will be released later this
month and the new contract will likely
be awarded in July after review by
Borough Attorney John Post.

Mayor Mirabelli thanked all resi-
dents who contributed to the inaugu-
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Freeholders OK Cranford
To Join 9-1-1 Dispatch

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

COUNTY — The Union County
Freeholders last Thursday approved
the Township of Cranford as the 13th
Union County town to join the
county’s 9-1-1 dispatch center.

Cranford will pay $9,804, which
will increase 2 percent beginning
January 1 of each subsequent year
during the duration of the five-year
contract.

“Cranford had a situation where
their 9-1-1 system collapsed so they
were faced with the decision of
whether to replace it at a significant
cost of a couple hundred thousand
dollars,” Public Safety Director An-
drew Moran said. He said the county
dispatch center handled the 9-1-1 calls
in Cranford to “fill the gap.” Mr.
Moran said Cranford officials “felt
comfortable” with the county service
and decided to contract with the
county rather than purchase a new 9-
1-1 system.

“So we will be their primary an-
swering point for all 9-1-1 calls,” Mr.
Moran said.

The dispatch center also handles 9-
1-1 calls for Clark, Winfield Park,
Roselle, Roselle Park, Springfield,
Fanwood, Scotch Plains, Plainfield,
Garwood, Mountainside, Kenilworth
and Hillside, according to Mr. Moran.
He said the dispatch center services
23 agencies.

He said the county handles dis-
patch calls for fire, police and EMS
for Scotch Plains, Fanwood and
Winfield Park. The county began ex-
panding its center to fill the coverage
gap left when the dispatch center at
Overlook Hospital in Summit, known
as CenCom, went out of business in
2012.

The freeholders also approved a
$12,700 agreement with Netta Archi-
tects, LLC, of Mountainside for ar-
chitectural design and planning for
the expansion of the regional dis-
patch center. Mr. Moran said the
county is looking to create an addi-
tional nine dispatch positions for a
total of 18 at its center on North
Avenue in Westfield.

“Over the last five years we’ve
seen a significant increase in the num-
ber of calls coming through the dis-
patch center. Last year we did just
over 120,000 calls, including non-
emergency calls,” Mr. Moran said.

“We’re finding that we are using
most of those dispatch positions,” he
added.

He said Netta will design a concep-
tual drawing for the additional nine
dispatch stations.

“We do have other towns that we
are speaking to that are interested in
the service,” Mr. Moran said.

He said the county dispatch center
is close to capacity.

“I think it is a tremendous shared
service (for towns),” Freeholder Chris
Hudak said.

The last expansion of the system,
when it went from two to nine dis-
patchers, cost $1.1 million, Mr. Moran
said. He said he believes adding nine
more dispatchers would give the cen-
ter another six years before it again
reaches capacity.

In other business, the freeholders
approved an agreement with Scotch
Plains for management of the munici-
pality-owned Scotch Hills Golf
Course. Armando Sanchez, director
of recreational facilities for the county,
said the county will pay Illinois-based
KemperSports Management, Inc. di-
rectly for the added service. He said
Scotch Plains will reimburse the
county at a cost of $3,000 per month.
The agreement began May 1, 2018
and extends through November 16,
2019, when the Kemper contract with
the county expires. Kemper has man-
aged the county’s Galloping Hill,
Kenilworth, and Ash Brook, Scotch
Plains, golf courses since 2009.

Freeholder Angel Estrada said
while he does not support subsidizing
golf, he is comfortable with the agree-
ment in that it will not result in a cost

to the county and that Scotch Hills’
revenues will be improved under
Kemper’s management.

The freeholders also approved six
resolutions to sponsor events around
the county at a total of $22,000. Each
sponsorship ranges from $1,000 to
$4,000. Among them is Scotch Plains’
Independence Day Celebration on
Saturday, June 30, whereby the town-
ship will receive $4,000 from the
county.

The board also approved the 2018
Infrastructure and Municipal Aid Grant
Program of $1.5 million combined for
all 21 towns in the county. The check
presentation for the program will be
held at the next freeholder meeting on
Thursday, May 10. Freeholder Hudak
said since 2015 the county has awarded
$6 million (including this year’s pro-
gram) to the towns, which provide
matching funds for a total of $12 mil-
lion. Most of the funding this year will
be for road improvements, said Amy
Wagner, department of economic de-
velopment director. The county por-
tion is funded from proceeds from the
sale of Runnells Specialized Hospital
in 2014.

During the public comment part of
the meeting, John Bury of Kenilworth
and Bruce Paterson of Garwood both
commented on the county budget,
which was introduced on April 19.
Mr. Bury said freeholders’ comments
that they follow state law in awarding
professional contracts are “disingenu-
ous.”

Freeholder Chairman Sergio
Granados said the board is made up
of nine individuals who have their
own mindsets, opinions and beliefs.

Mr. Paterson questioned why the
county did not come in with a flat
budget, noting that the county surplus
at the end of 2017 was $90 million, an
amount that has increased $60 mil-
lion since 2011.

Freeholder Hudak said by “build-
ing up those healthy financial reserves
we’re able to make sure the tax bur-
den is level in Union County, we’re
able to maintain a Aaa bond rating
but, furthermore and very important,
in the event of another economic
downturn we will have the opportu-
nity to weather the storm better.”

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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Cranford BOE Adopts
$67.5-Mil. School Budget

said resident Deborah Burslem, de-
scribing her feelings towards recent
historic property demolition.

The HPC will begin engaging re-
freshed community outreach brand-
ing methods and communication,
stated HPC Commissioner Maria
Boyes. A Facebook page promoting
historic events and community feed-
back “is being worked on,” Ms.
Kessler said.

Two new HPC official “seals or
logos” were discussed by the com-
mission, yet a finalized logo has not
been chosen, Ms. Kessler stated.
The logo will be used to “water-
mark” HPC documents, she said.

HPC commissioners welcomed
four Westfield High School students
as official HPC interns. Gen Howell,
Annie Cerria, Chelsea Frisch and
Katie Clark will assist the historic
property outreach program, ex-
plained Ms. Kessler. The outreach
will educate homeowners on their
property’s historical relevance and
how historical preservation benefits
the community.

By ROBYN ORR-GIOFFRE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — The board of edu-
cation adopted a $67,467,691 school
budget Monday night.

Superintendent of Schools Scott
Rubin, Ed.D., and Business Adminis-
trator Robert Carfagno led board
members through a PowerPoint pre-
sentation that offered a breakdown of
the budget during a public hearing.

Mr. Carfagno described enrollment
as one important piece of the budget.
Current enrollment for 2017-2018 is
3,871 while the projected 2018-2019
enrollment is expected to be 3,882
students.

“Ninety-five percent of your bud-
get is pretty well accounted for,” Mr.
Carfagno told the board.

More specifically, 85 percent of
the budget will go towards salaries
and benefits, 5 percent will go to-
wards out-of-district tuition costs, 2
percent will go towards transporta-
tion costs, 1 percent will go towards
energy costs, another 1 percent will
go towards student-related extraordi-
nary service and another 1 percent
will be for liabilities and insurance.

The budget will include security
enhancements and upgrades that will
put the $187,301 increase in state aid
towards establishing a new position
that would, among other responsi-
bilities, coordinate district-wide cul-
ture and climate initiatives.

Remaining funds will be used for
the upgrade, enhancement and im-
provement of security issues district
wide.

The budget also includes facility/
maintenance items that involve sand-
ing and refinishing gymnasium floors
at the elementary schools and Lin-
coln, paving repairs at all schools,
concrete repairs, classroom carpet/
tile abatement and reinstallation.

As previously reported in The
Westfield Leader, the school budget is
at a 3.37-percent increase over the
2017-2018 budget and the total tax
increase on the average Cranford
home will be $202.06.

“Taxes are going up,” Mr. Carfagno
told the board, but noted, “we’re en-
hancing what we currently offer.”

Mr. Carfagno further commented
that class size will stay the same;
staffing, although some positions have
been reallocated, will remain the
same; students will have technology
and needed supplies, and the district
will meet all of its obligations, offer-
ing professional development, con-
tinuing with ongoing projects and
maintaining the facilities while still
providing upgrades when possible.

In other board business, Personal-
ized Learning and 21st Century Learn-
ing Skills were showcased during the
meeting, with Bloomingdale Avenue
School Principal Lourdes Murphy and
Media Specialist Greg D’Amato giv-
ing a PowerPoint presentation.

Mrs. Murphy commented to the
board that the goals of personalized

learning are to encourage and sup-
port learning initiatives and promote
the development of 21st-century
learning skills.

21st Century Learners, according
to Mrs. Murphy, are collaborators,
problem solvers, critical thinkers,
communicators, self-directed learn-
ers and innovators.

These learners are civically en-
gaged, globally aware, financially and
economically literate and informa-
tion and media literate.

Students involved in the program,
“don’t shy away from hard work that
makes them think,” Mrs. Murphy told
the board.

Additionally, the Teachers Cadets
Collaboration in Education was spot-
lighted, as Cranford High School
teacher Barbara Narus discussed
achievements.

The program allows cadets to ob-
serve elementary, middle-school and
special-education classrooms, have
diverse teaching experiences and pre-
pares them for placement for their
student teaching practicum.

Students are placed in the student
teaching practicum based on their
interests. They are expected to teach
lessons and earn college credits.

Some of the things cadets learn are
proper lesson-plan format, classroom
management skills and the impor-
tance of student relations.

Student Cadet Brenna Dolan told the
board, “you make mistakes and you
learn from them. It’s very reflective.”

The board of education honored a
request on behalf of the New Jersey
School Boards Association and Agen-
cies for the Handicapped to proclaim
Sunday, May 13, through Saturday,
May 19, 2018, as Special Education
Week.

The next board of education meet-
ing will take place on Monday, May
14.

HONORED FOR THEIR SERVICE...Westfield Crossing Guards were honored
for their service to the school district and the community at a breakfast on April
20 at the Westfield Municipal Building.

Christina M. Hinke for The Westield Leader
EARTH FEST...Travis Gale of Eyes of the Wild educates a large group of
children and their families about a variety of animals, including a dove, skunk,
black footed ferret, woodchuck and a wallaby and her baby during Union
County's Wild Earth Fest held Sunday at the grounds of the Trailside Nature
and Science Center in Mountainside.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Garwood BOE
tors provide relief for students exposed
to psychological stress, stated Ms. Lewis.
Ms. Lewis said the program identifies
and addresses mental health issues within
the student population.

Ms. Lewis said she is going to coordi-
nate programs with administration to
implement within Lincoln School, assist
parents, and promote gun violence pre-
vention.

Resident Rachel Herz said she was
concerned with procedures regarding
“lockdown” or total security situations
at the library. Ms. Herz said she felt she
was in the door’s sight or, if the situation
arises, an active shooter’s sight.

“I was clearly visible from the door.
Not sure if everyone is aware you should
be away from the door,” Ms. Herz said.

Superintendent Quigley said the li-
brarian has full correspondence with the
school regarding lockdown or emer-
gency situations via a speaker system, a
feature not available to the previous
librarian. The new librarian is being
“fully updated” on all appropriate pro-
cedures, Ms. Quigley said.

“The speakers make a big difference,”
the superintendent said, describing how
they act as an immediate communica-
tion tool.

Councilwoman Jennifer Blumenstock
said “specialized door stoppers,” preven-
tive window blinds and an “outside drop-
box” for parents dropping off materials
during school hours are preventive mea-
sures to consider. Ms. Blumenstock said

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Lincoln Ave.
the street will be discussed at the
May planning board meeting as the
applicant’s testimony will continue.

The planning board voted on a
desirable fence size for corner lots
being six feet high. The vote was six
board members in favor of six-foot-
high fences and four board members
in favor of four-foot-high fences.

No official commentary was
agreed upon to be suggested to the
borough council as the fence ordi-
nance has been “tabled” (set aside
by council for further review).

ral edition of the new quarterly news-
letter the Mountainside Peak and
encouraged groups to include infor-
mation about community activities
and events such as Yoga with the
Mayor on Monday nights at 6 p.m.
Other upcoming events include the
annual Memorial Day Parade and the
Walk with the Mayor this Saturday,
May 5, at 10 a.m. at the fitness trail
behind Borough Hall. Members of
the Mountainside Beautification
Committee and the local Boy Scouts
will participate in the walk, which
will include a discussion of possible
improvements to the area.

Borough Engineer Michael Disko
conducted the state-mandated storm
water discharge training. Mr. Disko
explained that in order for Mountain-
side to maintain its storm-water certi-
fication the community must comply
with various provisions of the law,
which includes a 10-point public edu-
cation required program. This year’s
public education initiative will focus
on the proper disposal of pet waste.

The council’s next public meeting
will be held on Tuesday, May 15.
Items on the agenda for that meeting
will include a proclamation com-
memorating the 80th anniversary of
the Mountainside Rescue Squad, the
second reading of a proposed ordi-
nance to appropriate $240,000 to re-
surface Partridge Run, and a public
hearing on the proposed municipal
budget for 2018. There has been a
minor modification to the budget as it
has become necessary to reallocate
surplus funds to cover the costs of
storm debris removal, officials said.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Storm Debris

these measures have been employed by
the Clark school district.

Resident Christian Zowosky said he
was concerned with students safety dur-
ing Hartman Park recreation time. Mr.
Zowosky said further comments from
the police chief and police captain would
bring “ease to parents’ minds.”

Mayor Charles Lombardo said he re-
mains committed to preventing gun vio-
lence and is willing to coordinate safety
measures with district and safety pro-
grams if ever needed. Mayor Lombardo
said he signed a mayor’s pledge against
gun violence prohibiting firearms capac-
ity and distribution within N.J.

“Sadly, this issue has been politicized,
so I am here as an elected official,”
Councilman Richard McCormack said.

Mr. McCormack said all three of his
children and grandchildren have attended
Garwood public schools. Mr.
McCormack said he wanted to “thank Dr.
Quigley and the board of education for
always keeping school safety top of mind.”

“Why do we have to do something for
the sake of doing something when in fact
it might make our school less safe by
telling the world via social media that
Lincoln School needs to take better safety
measures?” Mr. McCormack asked.

He said school safety is “always on his
mind.”

“I find it appalling a sitting council
person decided to politicize something
as sacred as the safety of our children,”
Mr. McCormack said.
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Zoning Board Begins New
Hearings On Cell Tower

Kitchen Expansion
Approved in Fanwood

BOE Recognizes Teachers,
Adopts $104.3-Mil. Budget

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD – An addition to
make way for a larger kitchen at 201
Marion Avenue was approved, 7 to
0, by the planning board last
Wednesday.

Owner David Duncan and his fam-
ily moved into the house two years
ago and have realized the galley
kitchen “has proved to be problem-
atic for the size of our family,” Mr.
Duncan said.

The applicant sought a coverage
variance, the applicant’s planner,
Jim Watson of EKA Associates, said.
The current kitchen, Mr. Watson
said, is “odd shaped,” measuring
about 11.5 feet wide at its widest
and 12 feet deep.

The applicant proposed bumping
out the kitchen in the rear of the
house. The deck and patio would be
removed, and a new patio would be
installed. The addition would ex-
pand the entire northeasterly por-
tion of the home and come out at six

feet, 10 inches, Mr. Watson said.
Zoning Officer Ray Sullivan said

the project nets 59 square feet of
additional coverage. The pre-exist-
ing conditions include an under-
sized lot and impervious coverage
that exceeds the maximum 35 per-
cent. The impervious coverage ex-
ists at 46 percent and the proposed
kitchen expansion raises it to 47
percent, Mr. Sullivan said.

Mr. Watson said the lot is “unusu-
ally small” for the zone, at about
two-thirds smaller than the mini-
mum lot size in the zone.

To aid in mitigating stormwater run-
off, the applicant had constructed a
rain garden already, Mr. Watson said.

Mr. Watson affirmed that the de-
sign is in line with the master plan,
in which it “talks about keeping the
residential character and I think this
fits in with what the reexamination
talks about it,” Mr. Watson said.

“There is no substantial detriment
to the master plan,” Mr. Watson
said.

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The zoning
board of adjustment last week began
a new round of hearings on an appli-
cation it had denied last year that
sought to construct a cell tower on
Route 22.

Horvath Towers V is proposing to
build a 105-foot monopole, with a
five-foot high lightning rod, on a small
piece of land located on westbound
Route 22 between a rental truck
agency and a small strip mall. T-
Mobile will then lease space on the
pole and install nine antennas at the
100-foot level.

Last September, the board rejected
a similar application by T-Mobile and
Horvath, ostensibly because of incom-
plete documents in its application pack-
age but mostly due to T-Mobile’s
attorney’s refusal, at nearly midnight
and with several expert witnesses still
yet to testify, to continue the hearing at
another date. T-Mobile then filed suit
and a judge remanded the matter to the
zoning board.

At last Thursday’s hearing, Richard
Conroy, a radio-frequency engineer,
said the tower and antennas were
needed because T-Mobile has an “area
that doesn’t have sufficient signals and
coverage,” namely a three-tenths of a
square mile area that includes the north-
ern half of Westfield Road, parts of
Westfield Avenue and several of the
secondary streets adjacent to those
two main roads. He said about 1,571
people live in the affected area and
estimated that a new tower, with the
new antennas, would improve cover-
age for about 70 percent of them.

Mr. Conroy said T-Mobile had
looked at several alternative loca-
tions including St. Bartholomew the

Apostle Church; the former, and now
razed, YMCA building on Grand
Avenue; Green Forest and Greenside
Parks; a vacant property on Westfield
Avenue and several sites on Plain-
field Avenue, but either the owners
were not interested or the sites were
ultimately deemed unsuitable. Board
member Christine Thompson asked
whether the Route 22 site was the
most suitable since just 70 percent of
the gap area would be covered. Mr.
Conroy replied that the optimal loca-
tion for a pole and antennas would
have been near the high school, but
since it was not available, T-Mobile
would seek ways to cover the remain-
ing 30 percent at a later time.

Besides the monopole, plans call
for a concrete pad at the base of the
pole, with three equipment cabinets,
as well as an emergency generator
powered by a 120-gallon propane tank.
Mr. Conroy said the pole itself is de-
signed to be extendable, if demand for
space arises. Besides the nine T-Mo-
bile antennas, there is space for anten-
nas for one carrier below T-Mobile’s
and, if the pole were lengthened, space
for two more carriers above it.

Engineer Antonio Gualtieri esti-
mated that development of the site
would take about a month, with ac-
cess during construction via the nar-
row driveway behind the strip mall’s
stores. T-Mobile planned to request
state approval for a driveway directly
from westbound Route 22, for use by
its personnel when inspecting and
maintaining the site once it was op-
erational, but said last week that it
was putting off that request for the
time being.

Several residents of the Donato
Circle condo development located

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – At the begin-
ning of the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Board of Education meeting held last
Thursday, members read resolutions
recognizing two district teachers for
their education award nominations.

First, Margaret “Peggy” Brown was
recognized for her nomination for the
Presidential Award for Excellence in
Mathematics and Science. According
to board member Stephanie Suriani,
who read the resolution, this award “is
the highest recognition that a kinder-
garten through 12th grade mathemat-

ics, science or computer science teacher
may receive for outstanding teaching in
the United States.”

Ms. Suriani stated that Ms. Brown
was nominated for her “captivating
energy” and for her “unwavering belief
that all students can and will develop a
deep understanding of complex sci-
ence concepts.” Ms. Brown also was
praised for her meticulously kept unit
and daily planning logs. She plans and
helps execute the Park Middle School
Science Fair and serves as the liaison to
the New Jersey Department of
Education’s Teacher Leader Network.

In addition, district art teacher Bar-

bara Prestridge was nominated by the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Public Schools
to be recognized as the 2018 Arts Edu-
cator of the Year by the New Jersey
State Teen Arts Festival.

According to Karen Kulikowski,
vice-president of the board, who read
the resolution, Ms. Prestridge has initi-
ated a variety of workshops for the
district’s middle-school writing teach-
ers in pursuit of improving writing
through “unique and innovative for-
mats.” These workshops engage stu-
dents in writing that is said to be richer,
elaborate and more informative through
puppetry, visual art and music.

It also was reported that Ms.
Prestridge has led professional devel-
opment for the district through arts,
inspiring a range of activities for teach-
ers and administrators that includes
watercolor classes and drum circles.

Additionally, she was recognized for
her work with the New York Metropoli-
tan Opera by the National Conference
for Arts Integration which allowed more
than 50 students to attend MET HD
Live Performances where an opera was
streamed live.

In other business, the board unani-
mously voted to adopt the school bud-
get, which was presented at recent board
of education meetings by Deborah
Saridaki, board secretary and business
administrator.

According to Ms. Saridaki, student
enrollment has remained consistent over
the past six years. She said the number
for this year has increased by one stu-
dent.

Ms. Saridaki noted that 95 percent of
the budget comes from local taxes, with
3.2 percent of the budget being gener-
ated by state aid. Ms. Saridaki stated
that the operating budget was noted to
have a total salary increase from
$51,531,254 last year to $54,362,571
for the upcoming school year.

In addition, Ms. Saridaki stated that
employee benefits have increased from

Susan M. Dougherty for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
TRYING THE GEARS...Leah Marino of Fanwood sits in one of the oversized trucks at Sunday’s JCC of Central NJ’s Touch
A Truck event.  Over 40 sponsors offered their support for the event that attracted 3,000 people last year.

Susan M. Dougherty for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
JUNIOR OFFICER…The JCC of Central NJ hosts the popular Touch A Truck
on Sunday. The listing of “touchables” included a Scotch Plains Police car,
motorcycle, hummer, fire department engine truck, and a dozen other trucks. For
the first hour of the Sunday afternoon event, there was a “Hold the Horn Hour”
for special needs children. This year’s event entertained thousands of  people with
over 40 sponsors offering their support.

Frazee House Site Name
To Be Addressed, Again

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Mayor
Alexander Smith will meet with Rec-
reation Commission Chairman Mike
Walsh and members of the committee
overseeing the refurbishment of the
historic Frazee House about possibly
revising — again — the name of the
park where the house stands.

Earlier this year, the township coun-
cil formally named the six-acre site at
the corner of Martine Avenue and
Raritan Road Frazee House Park in a
nod to the Revolutionary War-era
house where a confrontation took

place in 1777 between Betty Frazee
and two British generals. After input
from several residents, the council
last month voted to change the name
to Frazee House Park at Terry Lou
Acres to acknowledge the Terry-Lou
Zoo that was located at the site for
decades.

Members of the Scotch Plains-Fan-
wood Rotary Frazee House Commit-
tee, which is overseeing the restora-
tion of the house, protested the new
name at the recreation commission’s
meeting last week, and several mem-
bers attended Tuesday’s council meet-
ing to register their displeasure. An-
drew Calamaras, the Rotary
committee’s president, said the new-
est name was “historically inaccu-
rate,” noting that the house itself is
formally known as the Elizabeth and
Gershom Frazee House and will be
called by that name once the renova-
tions are completed. He also said that
is how the house is named in state and
federal historic registries.

While recognizing the importance
of the Terry-Lou Zoo, Mr. Calamaras
nonetheless called attention to the
house and its “major part of the folk-
lore” in Scotch Plains surrounding
the Battle of Short Hills. He said the
plan has always been to have displays
inside the restored Frazee House to

tell the story of the zoo. Mr. Calamaras
said Rotary members favored a name
along the lines of Aunt Betty Frazee
Park or Frazee Family Park.

Bill McClintock, another Rotary
member, also objected to the renam-
ing, saying the focus should be on the
house and its history. “Betty Frazee
should be as famous in Scotch Plains
as Molly Pitcher is in Red Bank,” he
said.

No firm decisions were made by
the three council members who were
present at Tuesday’s meeting, but
Councilwoman Rose Checchio said
she favored revisiting the name
change. Deputy Mayor Llewellyn
Jones said council members should
take some time to ponder the matter
before acting. Additionally, Mayor
Smith, who opposed the renaming
last month, said he would meet with
Mr. Walsh of the recreation commis-
sion and with Rotary members to
discuss an appropriate name for the
park.

In other business, the council autho-
rized the planning board to investigate
property on Jerusalem Road for pos-
sible redevelopment. The tract of land
was included in the township’s afford-
able-housing settlement as a possible
location of affordable-housing units.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
SELLING THEIR WARES...Larry and Jesse set out their wares at the
Fanwood Vintage Market on Sunday held at the Fanwood Train Station
parking lot.

Courtesy of Tom Kranz
DEDICATED...EMT Jerry Handsman, left, was honored for his years of service to
the Scotch Plains Rescue Squad during last month’s annual Shield Awards pre-
sented by the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Knights of Columbus. Pictured, from left to
right, are: EMT Handsman, Scotch Plains Rescue Squad  President Ed Fiedler,
Grand Knight Seth McQuillan and Scotch Plains Rescue Squad Chief Chief Sorge.
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Freeholders OK Cranford
To Join 9-1-1 Dispatch

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

COUNTY — The Union County
Freeholders last Thursday ap-
proved the Township of Cranford
as the 13th Union County town to
join the county’s 9-1-1 dispatch
center.

Cranford will pay $9,804, which
will increase 2 percent beginning
January 1 of each subsequent year
during the duration of the five-year
contract.

“Cranford had a situation where
their 9-1-1 system collapsed so they
were faced with the decision of
whether to replace it at a signifi-
cant cost of a couple hundred thou-
sand dollars,” Public Safety Direc-
tor Andrew Moran said. He said
the county dispatch center handled
the 9-1-1 calls in Cranford to “fill
the gap.” Mr. Moran said Cranford
officials “felt comfortable” with
the county service and decided to
contract with the county rather than
purchase a new 9-1-1 system.

“So we will be their primary an-
swering point for all 9-1-1 calls,”
Mr. Moran said.

The dispatch center also handles
9-1-1 calls for Clark, Winfield Park,
Roselle, Roselle Park, Springfield,
Fanwood, Scotch Plains, Plain-
field, Garwood, Mountainside,
Kenilworth and Hillside, accord-
ing to Mr. Moran. He said the dis-
patch center services 23 agencies.

He said the county handles dis-
patch calls for fire, police and EMS
for Scotch Plains, Fanwood and
Winfield Park. The county began
expanding its center to fill the cov-
erage gap left when the dispatch
center at Overlook Hospital in Sum-
mit, known as CenCom, went out
of business in 2012.

The freeholders also approved a
$12,700 agreement with Netta Ar-
chitects, LLC, of Mountainside for
architectural design and planning
for the expansion of the regional
dispatch center. Mr. Moran said
the county is looking to create an
additional nine dispatch positions
for a total of 18 at its center on
North Avenue in Westfield.

“Over the last five years we’ve
seen a significant increase in the
number of calls coming through
the dispatch center. Last year we
did just over 120,000 calls, includ-
ing non-emergency calls,” Mr.
Moran said.

“We’re finding that we are using
most of those dispatch positions,”
he added.

He said Netta will design a con-
ceptual drawing for the additional
nine dispatch stations.

“We do have other towns that we
are speaking to that are interested
in the service,” Mr. Moran said.

He said the county dispatch cen-
ter is close to capacity.

“I think it is a tremendous shared
service (for towns),” Freeholder
Chris Hudak said.

The last expansion of the sys-
tem, when it went from two to nine
dispatchers, cost $1.1 million, Mr.
Moran said. He said he believes
adding nine more dispatchers
would give the center another six
years before it again reaches ca-
pacity.

In other business, the freehold-
ers approved an agreement with
Scotch Plains for management of
the municipality-owned Scotch
Hills  Golf  Course.  Armando
Sanchez, director of recreational
facilities for the county, said the
county will pay Illinois-based
KemperSports Management, Inc.
directly for the added service. He
said Scotch Plains will reimburse
the county at a cost of $3,000 per
month. The agreement began May
1, 2018 and extends through No-
vember 16, 2019, when the Kemper
contract with the county expires.
Kemper has managed the county’s
Galloping Hill, Kenilworth, and
Ash Brook, Scotch Plains, golf
courses since 2009.

Freeholder Angel Estrada said
while he does not support subsi-
dizing golf, he is comfortable with
the agreement in that it will not
result in a cost to the county and
that Scotch Hills’ revenues will be
improved under Kemper’s manage-
ment.

The freeholders also approved
six resolutions to sponsor events
around the county at a total of
$22,000. Each sponsorship ranges
from $1,000 to $4,000. Among
them is Scotch Plains’ Indepen-
dence Day Celebration on Satur-
day, June 30, whereby the town-
ship will receive $4,000 from the
county.

The board also approved the
2018 Infrastructure and Municipal
Aid Grant Program of $1.5 million
combined for all 21 towns in the
county. The check presentation for
the program will be held at the next
freeholder meeting on Thursday,
May 10.

Freeholder Hudak said since
2015 the county has awarded $6
million (including this year’s pro-
gram) to the towns, which provide
matching funds for a total of $12
million. Most of the funding this
year will be for road improvements,
said Amy Wagner, department of
economic development director.
The county portion is funded from
proceeds from the sale of Runnells
Specialized Hospital in 2014.

During the public comment part
of the meeting, John Bury of
Kenilworth and Bruce Paterson of
Garwood both commented on the
county budget, which was intro-
duced on April 19. Mr. Bury said
freeholders’ comments that they
follow state law in awarding pro-
fessional contracts are “disingenu-
ous.”

Freeholder Chairman Sergio
Granados said the board is made
up of nine individuals who have
their own mindsets, opinions and
beliefs.

Mr. Paterson questioned why the
county did not come in with a flat
budget, noting that the county sur-
plus at the end of 2017 was $90
million, an amount that has in-
creased $60 million since 2011.

Freeholder Hudak said by “build-
ing up those healthy financial re-
serves we’re able to make sure the
tax burden is level in Union County,
we’re able to maintain a Aaa bond
rating but, furthermore and very
important, in the event of another
economic downturn we will have
the opportunity to weather the
storm better.”

The council also is considering an
ordinance setting out rules and fees
for those seeking to use public prop-
erty such as parks for filming and
public relations photography. Town-
ship Manager Al Mirabella said he is
contacted several times a year by
companies interested in filming in
Scotch Plains, and said on Tuesday
that in exchange for some inconve-
nience to residents during any film-
ing, a fee system might “generate
some revenue” for the township.
Township Attorney William
Robertson will draft an ordinance for
the council to review before its pos-
sible introduction later this month.

Several proclamations were issued
on Tuesday, including one designat-
ing May as Rescue Squad Month, and
the week of May 6 to 12 as Nurses
Week, Municipal Clerks Week and
Public Service Recognition Week.
Councilwoman Checchio also read a
resolution posthumously honoring
police officer Thomas Culp, who
served the department from 1962 to
1988 before retiring as a lieutenant.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Frazee

Courtesy of Tom Kranz
FANWOOD’S BRAVEST...The Fanwood and Scotch Plains police, fire and rescue
squad responders were recognized on April 25  at the annual Shield Awards
presented by the Knights of Columbus, Father John Nelligan Council, at St.
Bartholomew the Apostle Church in Scotch Plains.  Pictured are award recipients
from the Fanwood Fire Department with Assistent Fire Chief Dave Zawodniak in
the white uniform and Grand Knight McQuillan, far left.

Courtesy of Tom Kranz
A JOB WELL DONE...Fanwood Police Officer Elliot Bernard, center, was
awarded for his service in Puerto Rico with a New Jersey  State Police Task Force
that helped recovery efforts last fall after Hurricane Maria. The award was
presented last month at the Shield Awards  by the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Knights
of Columbus, Father John Nelligan Council, at St. Bartholomew the Apostle
Church in Scotch Plains. Also pictured are: Grand Knight Seth McQuillanFanwood,
left, and Fanwood Police Chief Richard Trigo, right.

Courtesy of Tom Kranz
DEDICATED FIREFIGHTER...Firefighter Robert Villegas of the Scotch Plains
Fire Department (SPFD), was honored for his dedicated volunteer service to his
community as both a firefighter and an EMT at last month’s Shield Awards
presented by the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Knights of Columbus, Father John
Nelligan Council, at St. Bartholomew the Apostle Church. Pictured,  from left to
right, are: Firefighter Villegas with SPFD Chief John Lestarchick, Grand Knight
Seth McQuillan and Battalion Chief Joe Rodrigues.

$19,030,432 to 19,873,146.
The final total budget was reported

as $104,317,943 with the General Fund
Budget coming in at $100,214,008.
The total tax levy is $90,818,517, which
includes $1,409,450 for debt service,
an increase of $2,725,110 over the 2017-
2018 budget.

School taxes will be $70,556,943 in
Scotch Plains, with the average as-
sessed home of $122,628 paying
$247.84, an increase of 2.96 percent.
School taxes in Fanwood will be
$20,261,574, with the average assessed
home of $87,759 paying $214.30, an
increase of 2.84 percent.

In other business, the new mascot and
logo for the district was unanimously
approved. Last week, Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School (SPFHS) Princi-
pal David Heisey, Ed.D., unveiled the
new mascot and gave a short presenta-
tion on how the district arrived at it.

He said much thought went into the
design of the new mascot and that there
was a committee that picked the new
design. After many submissions from
students in the district, Mr. Heisey said the
committee met and after much discussion
voted and chose the new mascot.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

BOE Budget HPC Favors Applications
On Kimball, LawrenceThe new mascot, which depicts a

strong-looking, close up white, black
and gray picture of a knight’s head, was
shown to members of the audience.

It was reported that the new logo,
which has the words Raiders, Scotch
Plains Fanwood under the picture, will
be on all SPFHS apparel and will be put
on flags to be hung in the school’s
parking lot.

In other business, Michael Walsh
spoke during the public portion of the
meeting, reminding board members of
the importance of the community coun-
seling service Resolve. He noted that
many years ago, Resolve was contracted
to talk to students in some of the schools
and that it was a valuable resource for
students during difficult times. Fan-
wood resident Carol Kraus, who has
served on the Resolve board and also
the district’s past PTA boards, echoed
Mr. Walsh’s thoughts as did Scotch
Plains resident and past school board
member Judy Dillon.

The next board of education meeting
is scheduled for Thursday, May 10, at
7:30 p.m. It will be held at the Admin-
istrative Building at 512 Cedar Street in
Scotch Plains.

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD — The Westfield His-
toric Preservation Commission (HPC)
on Monday night gave its approval to
proposed minor site plan and major site
plan applications. The major site plan
application is subject to planning board
review. In addition, HPC members dis-
cussed “appropriate policy initiatives”
to safeguard historic buildings and
homes. HPC Chairwoman Kelly
Kessler said active communication with
residents is vital to achieve the
commission’s historic preservation
goals.

Architect Gregory Blasi presented
the garage re-envisioning for a major
site plan application proposed at 249
Kimball Avenue. Mr. Blasi said the pre-
existing garage was added in the
property’s rear yard as a stand-alone
building. The home was built in the
1890s with the garage constructed in
the 1920s, Mr. Blasi stated.

Mr. Blasi said the existing garage
was built at a time when people first
started purchasing cars and so garages
were not developed into the existing
home structure, but as a separate build-
ing on the property.

The proposed garage is designed
into the home, allowing increased ga-
rage space as requested by the appli-
cant, Mr. Blasi said. He said the new
garage is “more fitting with the neigh-
borhood” in terms of height and archi-
tectural detail.

Mr. Blasi said he achieved architec-
tural complements utilizing dormers
and windows, noting that the
homeowners will have easier access to
their home.

The HPC favored a minor site-plan
application at 322 Lawrence Avenue.
The applicant is seeking to replace ex-
isting roof shingles with a new “patriot
slate” color design, Ms. Kessler said.
The existing shingles are “reddish” with
the proposed roofing a “more grayish,
blackish tinge,” Ms. Kessler explained.

“It is an improvement,” said Ms.
Kessler in describing the impact the
new roof will have on the

neighborhood’s aesthetics.
The HPC is finalizing a 100 addi-

tional property list as per its community
outreach goals and historic preserva-
tion goals, HPC Commissioner Neil
Acito said. The list does not include
every property, but allows the commis-
sion to address many homeowners in a
reasonable time frame.

The HPC will review town ordi-
nances “to foster the best policy initia-
tives governing historic preservation,”
Ms. Kessler said. New Jersey state stan-
dards or legislative guidelines “may
guide” the commission towards an au-
tonomous designation process when
designating historic districts, Ms.
Kessler said. She added that the current
governing ordinance allows 75 percent
of residents to agree or propose their
neighborhood be designated as a his-
toric district.

Ms. Kessler said any finalized ordi-
nance changes have not been made or
officially proposed.

“I almost lost my breakfast when I
heard the scratch of the bulldozer,” said
resident Deborah Burslem, describing
her feelings towards historic property
demolition.

The HPC will begin engaging re-
freshed community outreach branding
methods and communication, stated
HPC Commissioner Maria Boyes. A
Facebook page promoting historic
events and community feedback “is
being worked on,” Ms. Kessler said.

HPC commissioners welcomed four
Westfield High School students as offi-
cial HPC interns. Gen Howell, Annie
Cerria, Chelsea Frisch and Katie Clark
will assist the historic property out-
reach program, explained Ms. Kessler.
The outreach will educate homeowners
on their property’s historical relevance
and how historical preservation ben-
efits the community.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Cell Tower
directly behind the site spoke out
against the application at last week’s
hearing, with an initial complaint be-
ing the perceived short notice with
which homeowners were notified of
the April 26 hearing. Last year, resi-
dents mobilized for several weeks in
advance of the September 2017 hear-
ing, hired an attorney to argue their
case and packed the hearing room by
the dozens.

Last week, only about a half dozen
residents were in attendance, with
their primary concerns being the un-
sightly view of the antennas from
their properties, possible health risks
from the antennas, increased flood
risk and the potential for ice falling
off the pole during the winter and
possibly injuring someone. Questions
also were raised about the safety and
security of the propane tank that will
be located on the site.

As the hour approached 11 p.m., the
traditional time for board hearings to
end, there were no objections from T-
Mobile representatives about the time-
table for a second hearing, which will
be held on Wednesday, May 9.

Reading is Good For You
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Fanwood Dems Nominate
McElroy-Barker, Walsh

FANWOOD DEMOCRAT SLATE...Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr meets
with Borough Councilwoman Erin McElroy-Barker and Patricia Walsh, who
have been nominated by the Fanwood Democratic Committee to run for the
borough council. Ms. McElroy-Barker is seeking a second term while Ms.
Walsh is running for the seat of  Jack Molenaar,  who is not seeking re-election.

FANWOOD — The Fanwood
Democratic Committee has nomi-
nated Borough Councilwoman Erin
McElroy-Barker for a second term
and resident Patricia Walsh to run for
the council seat currently held by
Jack Molenaar, who is not seeking re-
election.

Councilwoman McElroy-Barker,
currently serving her first term on
the governing body, is chairwoman
of the council’s Recreation and
Community Services Committee
and a member of the council’s Health
and Senior Services and Public
Works Committees. She has been
involved in charting the course of
recreation programs in Fanwood and
has been an advocate for Fanwood
taxpayers.

She is a 15-year resident of
Fanwood and is married with two
boys. A full-time social worker at
Robert Wood Johnson Medical Cen-
ter in New Brunswick, she special-
izes in helping people with chronic
disease. She has worked with chil-
dren and families for more than 20
years.

“Fanwood is such a great place for
children to grow up,” Ms. McElroy-
Barker said. “I really want to main-
tain Fanwood as an affordable place
to live while strengthening our iden-

tity as a community of people who
care about one another.”

Ms. Walsh is a 26-year resident
of Fanwood whose four children
have all gone through the local pub-
lic school system. Her interest in
public education is rooted in her
30-year career as a teacher in the
New York City school system and
her involvement in local PTAs and
school-sponsored programs in the
community.

 Ms. Walsh has been involved in
many of Fanwood’s signature events
including Earth Day, the 5K and the
annual holiday tree lighting. She is
a past member of the College Club
and the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Scholarship Foundation, both of
which award scholarships to local
high school seniors. She is married
to Recreation Commissioner Neil
Pierce.

“I am looking forward to the op-
portunity to work with the mayor
and council to continue the great
work that has made Fanwood such a
wonderful community. I feel very
fortunate to have been able to raise
my four children in such a fabulous
town,” she said.

Fanwood Council members serve
the public for $1 a year with no other
benefits.

GWACC 23rd Spring Fling
Sunday In Westfield

WESTFIELD — Westfield’s 23rd
annual Spring Fling, sponsored by
the Greater Westfield Area Chamber
of Commerce (GWACC), will be held
on the streets of Downtown Westfield
this Sunday, May 6, from 10 a.m.
until 5 p.m., rain or shine.

The fun-filled day offers activities
for all ages including a Kids Zone
with rides and a multitude of fun
activities. The event will have many
diverse food vendors and food trucks
from the surrounding area, includ-
ing the “Empanada Guy.” This year’s
primary sponsors are Atlantic Health
System, operator of area hospitals
including Overlook Medical Center
in Summit, The Star-Ledger and NJ
Kids. The main stage will feature
non-stop entertainment starting at
10 a.m. with live performances by
the Westfield High School Jazz En-
semble, the New Jersey Workshop
for the Arts, RMC Studios, Valencia
Music and the feature band, Hoi
Polloi, at 3:45 p.m. There also will
be a pie-eating contest sponsored by
Bovella’s Bakery. Many vendors
have giveaways during the first few
hours. Spring Fling will feature 200
local merchants, 30 food booths and,
in addition, the stores of Westfield
will be open for business as well.
With an estimated 35,000 people
filling the streets, it is sure to be a
day buzzing with activity. Admis-
sion is free.

“This event continues to grow each
year in attendance and this year should
be no exception,” said Gene Jannotti,
GWACC executive director.

The following streets will be closed
to vehicular traffic on Sunday morn-
ing starting at 6 a.m.: East Broad
Street from North Avenue to Central
Avenue, Quimby Street, Elm Street
from North Avenue to the old Texaco
Station, and Prospect Street from
North Avenue to Ferris Place. Park-
ing is prohibited on the streets in the
Spring Fling area all day Sunday.

Downtown businesses in the area
should advise employees to park in
the South Avenue Train Station lot for
the day. Downtown residents are re-
minded to park in municipal lots, out
of the Spring Fling area.

Pets, skateboarding and
rollerblading are prohibited in the
Spring Fling area. This rule is for
the safety of attendees of all ages,
and also for the safety of the ani-
mals.

“Spring Fling attendees are encour-
aged to park in the South Avenue train
station parking lot,” Mr. Jannotti said.
He said this will provide the closest
parking to the activity area, with easy
access to North Avenue through the
convenient underpass at the Westfield
Train Station. For further informa-
tion, contact the GWACC office at
(908) 233-3021 or visit
springflingwestfield.com.

Freeholder Carter Running
For Assembly Vacancy

SCOTCH PLAINS — Union
County Freeholder Linda Carter
of Plainfield has announced her
candidacy for member of the Gen-
eral Assembly in the 22nd Legis-
lative District to fill the vacancy
created by the passing of Assem-
blyman Jerry Green (D-22nd,
Plainfield).

“Like everyone else, I was in-
credibly saddened by Jerry’s pass-
ing,” stated Ms. Carter. “As my
longtime friend and mentor, I saw
Jerry fight for everyday people who
felt their voices were never heard.
If I’m fortunate enough to succeed
him, I am eager to continue that
fight in the General Assembly.”

Ms. Carter has served as a free-
holder since 2011, after being elected
in 2010 and reelected in 2013 and
2016. She served as the first Afri-
can-American Union County Free-
holder chairwoman in 2013. Prior to
that she was a Plainfield council-
woman.

She is employed by the Passaic
Board of Education as a high school
business education teacher. Prior
to that she worked for AT&T in
access management of the CFO
Division, and as a portfolio asset
manager for credit communication.

The communities comprising the
22nd Legislative District include
Clark, Dunellen, Fanwood, Green
Brook, Linden, Middlesex, North
Plainfield, Plainfield, Rahway,
Scotch Plains and Winfield. A con-
vention comprised of Democratic
county committee members from
those communities will take place
on Tuesday, May 15, in Scotch
Plains to fill the vacancy.

Upon her announcement, several
prominent Democratic leaders
throughout the 22nd Legislative Dis-
trict offered their endorsement and
support.

“Linda’s been a tremendous pub-
lic servant for over 15 years, both
as a local elected official in
Plainfield and as a Union County
Freeholder,” stated Union County
Democratic Chairman and 22nd
Legislative District Senator Nick
Scutari (D-Linden). “She’s got the
perfect combination of experience
and talent, and I look forward to
working with her.”

“Now more than ever, New Jersey
taxpayers need leaders who will put
the interests of working families first,”
stated Middlesex County Democratic
Committee Chairman Kevin McCabe.
“Linda has been a tenacious advocate
for residents in Union County, and we
are honored to offer her our support at
the May 15 convention.”

“Linda Carter is more than an ex-

NEWEST FREEHOLDER...Union County Freeholder Chris Hudak brought his
daughter, Catie, to last Thursday’s freeholder meeting as part of Bring Your Child
to Work Day.

perienced public official – she’s a
longtime community activist and
public school teacher who will do a
great job representing Somerset
County families in the General As-
sembly,” said Somerset County
Democratic Chairwoman Peg
Schaffer. “I’m proud to offer my
endorsement.”

“I was honored to partner with Jerry
Green in the Assembly, and I believe
Linda Carter will do a terrific job in
representing the 22nd District in Tren-
ton,” said State Assemblyman Jim
Kennedy (D-22nd, Rahway). “I’m
happy to support her.”

“Linda has been one of my most
important partners in Plainfield,”
stated Mayor Adrian Mapp. “She is
an energetic and passionate public
servant who has served for seven
years as a Plainfield councilwoman
and then for the last eight as a Free-
holder. I’ve seen firsthand the com-
mitment she brings to helping our
residents. She will be a powerful
voice for Plainfield families in the
General Assembly.”

 Linda Carter
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FOR GOLD STAR PARENTS...Union County Clerk Joanne Rajoppi, pictured,
stands next to an enlarged poster that announces the Gold Star Parent identifica-
tion card that is now available from her office, for mothers and fathers of military
service members who died while on active duty.

Union County Clerk Offers
Gold Star Cards for Parents

Editor’s Note
STATE — In regard to the vacancy

in the General Assembly seat in  Leg-
islative District 22, The Westfield
Leader and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times reached out to the
New Jersey Department of State. The
following was sent by the
department’s communications direc-
tor, Timothy J. Carroll, communica-
tions:

“The Democratic and Republican
State Committees will have conven-
tions and file a name with the Secre-
tary of State for placement on the
General Election ballot. There will not
be a Primary Election. Independent
candidates will have the opportunity
to file nominating petitions. Petitions
are due on June 5, Primary Election
Day.” Democrats will hold their con-
vention on Tuesday, May 15.

COUNTY – Union County Clerk
Joanne Rajoppi has announced that
Gold Star Parent identification cards
are now available from her office for
mothers and fathers of military ser-
vice members who died while on ac-
tive duty.

A new state law authorizes coun-
ties in New Jersey to issue the card,
which provides for free access to
New Jersey state parks, forests and
beaches and the New Jersey State
Museum.

“The Gold Star Parent card rec-
ognizes that sons and daughters
will always be remembered and
honored by their parents and by
the Union County community,”
said Ms. Rajoppi. “My office is
proud to provide these cards as a
modest token of gratitude for the
sacrifice that families in our com-
munity have made in service to
our country.”

Gold Star is a military designation
with roots in World War I, when house-
holds flew flags with a blue star for
each immediate family member serv-

ing in the military. A gold star re-
placed the blue in case of casualty in
uniform, signaling the family’s sacri-
fice to their neighbors and their com-
munity.

Union County is the third county
in New Jersey to offer the cards.
Ocean County and Cape May County
also offer them.

In addition to biological parents,
the new law enables legal guardians,
adoptive parents and other custodi-
ans to qualify for a card.

Union County residents may apply
for the card in person at the County
Clerk’s Elizabeth or Westfield of-
fices. Appropriate documentation is
required, including a Federal DD
Form 1300 report of casualty and
proof of the applicant’s relationship
to the deceased.

For more details about applying
for a Gold Star Parent card in Union
County, including hours and direc-
tions for the County Clerk’s Eliza-
beth and Westfield offices, visit online
at ucnj.org/county-clerk or call (908)
527-4787.

County to Resurface 18 Miles of Roads
COUNTY – The Union County

Board of Chosen Freeholders has an-
nounced that a total of 18 new miles
of county roads will be repaved this
season in 14 municipalities.

The 2018 Roads Resurfacing pro-
gram will begin this summer after
the county completes the 2017 Roads
Resurfacing program. The 2018 pro-
gram will cost approximately $7.5
million with an approximate 50-50
funding split between the county and
the state Transportation Trust Fund.
The work will be conducted at night
when possible.

Among the roads scheduled for
resurfacing in 2018 are Clark/Scotch
Plains, Martine/Lake Avenue from
Raritan Road to Oak Ridge Road;
Fanwood/Scotch Plains, North and
Midway Avenues from Terrill Road
to East Broad Street; Mountainside/
Springfield, and Summit Road from
Route 78 to Route 22.

Also included are Berkeley
Heights, Mountain Avenue from
Horseshoe to  Diamond Hill Road,
and South Street in New Providence
from Springfield Avenue to Moun-
tain Avenue.
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MAKING MOUNTAINSIDE BEAUTIFUL...Volunteers from Beautiful
Mountainside remove litter from a mile-long stretch of Route 22 West on April 22.
Beautiful Mountainside is a group of residents dedicated to the beautification of the
borough. The group meets on the first Monday of each month at the Hetfield House
at 7 p.m. New members are welcome. Pictured, from left to right, are: Linda
Condrillo, Rhiannon Staples, Todd Evans, Alice Cowell and Kim and Tom Barker.

EFG Honors Top Educator,
People Making A Difference

By MICHAEL BONACORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GARWOOD — The Education
Foundation of Garwood (EFG) held
its 14th annual appreciation dinner at
The Westwood on Thursday. The
evening honored Educator of the Year
Denise Cafiero. Barbara Tweedle and
Mary Ann Severage were honored
with the People Making a Difference
Award.

“I’m really excited to announce that to
date the EFG has given out over $54,000
in student scholarships and grants for
educators,” said EFG President and Coun-
cilwoman Sara Todisco.

The appreciation dinner recognizes
educators and community leaders who
contribute to the Garwood education sys-
tem. The night’s proceeds from ticket
sales, raffle drawings and a tricky tray
will raise scholarship funds, including
other programming funds benefiting
Garwood students.

Ms. Cafiero, who teaches mathematics
and science for both fifth and sixth grades,
will be completing her fifth year in the
Garwood school district. She has been
nominated every year for the Educator of
the Year award.

“The best part about teaching isn’t
the lessons, it’s definitely not the grad-
ing; it’s the relationships with students
that only a teacher knows,” Ms. Cafiero
said.

Superintendent Teresa Quigley, Ed.D.,
said Ms. Cafiero is an “energetic, dedi-
cated and kind teacher.”

Ms. Quigley read an introduction be-
fore Ms. Cafiero was honored. She de-
scribed how she met Ms. Cafiero, what
she expected, and “the bubbly, inspired,”
teacher she had found.

Superintendent Quigley said initially
someone with a student in the district
is ultimately placed in the “Do I have
to?” interview pile. Ms. Quigley stated,
however, that after interviewing Ms.
Cafiero she realized the teacher was
well-informed, determined and un-in-
timidated.

“You have to interview this person!”
said Superintendent Quigley, reciting
from memory what she told Lincoln
School Principal Mary Emmons, describ-
ing how Ms. Cafiero’s initial interview
was impressive.

Ms. Cafiero told Superintendent
Quigley she had a dream she would
work in Garwood someday, the super-
intendent said. Ms. Cafiero reflected
on how she visited her aunt who lived
in Garwood and always wanted to live
there.

“You got us to believe in our dreams.
I cannot thank you enough. I look for-
ward toward your next dream,” the super-
intendent said.

Ms. Cafiero stated that a wise man
once said, “Pay attention to the things
you are naturally drawn to, for they are
often connected to your path, passion and
purpose.”

“I am one of the lucky ones whose
career and passion come together. I’m a
lifelong learner. It’s my thing,” Ms.
Cafiero said.

Ms. Cafiero said she conveys to her
students to “find something that makes
you want to know more and keep search-
ing each day until you find it.”

“My job is an amazing one. I get to be
silly with my students while singing and
dancing about math and science,” Ms.
Cafiero said.

The science students will be “launch-

ing high-altitude weather balloons in the
next few weeks,” said Ms. Cafiero, de-
scribing hands-on class projects she de-
signed for her students.

EFG member Adele Lewis introduced
Ms. Severage to be honored with the
People Making a Difference Award. Ms.
Severage has lived in Garwood for 75
years, while serving as a Garwood Public
Library trustee since 1978. Ms. Severage
is a parishioner of the Roman Catholic
Church of St. Anne, where she has been
active in the church’s Rosary Society for
38 years.

Ms. Severage is a life member and past
president of the Ladies’ Auxiliary of the
Garwood Fire Department.

“I don’t volunteer for the recognition;
I just like to help my community,” said
Ms. Lewis, describing what she always
remembers Ms. Severage saying.

Ms. Severage said the award “was quite
a surprise and much appreciated.”

“The borough has always been a small
town with a big heart,” Ms. Severage
said.

Ms. Tweedle also was honored with
the People Making a Difference Award.
A Garwood resident since 1994, she is
active in two community-led drug-pre-
vention programs, Drug Abuse Resis-
tance Education (D.A.R.E.) and Garwood
Parents Draw the Line.

Ms. Tweedle has been a member of the
Ladies’ Auxiliary of the Garwood Fire
Department for 20 years, currently serv-
ing as the vice-president.

“I hope to continue working with the
children of Garwood and I hope that I
make a difference in their world,” Ms.
Tweedle said.

In addition, Ms. Tweedle is a chaper-
one for the Junior Firefighters Program
and has volunteered as a judge for the
Lions Club Halloween Parade.

Ms. Todisco provided an organiza-
tional update stating that EFG member-
ship has continued to grow “each year for
the past several years now.” Five new
members include board of education
member Amanda Langston, Sean and
Maria Benoit, Jessica Rivera-Siew and
Arlene Yanagacio.

Vote-By-Mail Ballots
Available for Primary Election

EDUCATOR OF THE YEAR...The Education Foundation of Garwood (EFG)
held its 14th annual appreciation dinner at The Westwood on Thursday at which
time the organization honored Educator of the Year, Denise Cafiero, center. She
is congratulated by Superintendent of Schools Teresa Quigley, Ed.D., left, and
EFG President Sara Todisco.

COUNTY – Union County Clerk
Joanne Rajoppi has announced that Vote-
By-Mail ballots are now available in
Westfield and Elizabeth for the June
Primary Election.

The U.S. Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives will top this year’s Primary
Election to be held on Tuesday, June 5.
County Freeholders and local municipal
elections also will be on the ballot.

The options to receive an application
for a Vote-By-Mail ballot in Union
County are:

Have an application form mailed. Call
the County Clerk’s Election Division at
(908) 527-4996 in order to have a form
mailed to one’s address, or request one
through the County Clerk’s free Union
County Votes mobile app.

Download a form and print it out.
Applications for Vote-By-Mail ballots
are available for download from the
County Clerk’s website at
unioncountyvotes.com. The application
must be received in the office by Tues-
day, May 29, to be valid for the Primary
Election.

Pick up a form in person at the County
Clerk’s Elizabeth or Westfield offices.
Voters picking up their application form
in person may do so until 3 p.m. on Mon-
day, June 4.

In-person applicants can use the County
Clerk’s One-Stop service to fill out their
application, submit it, receive their ballot

and cast it in a secure box in one visit. The
One-Stop service is available at both the
Elizabeth and Westfield offices.

Under new state law, voters who use
the One-Stop service must present a cur-
rent New Jersey driver’s license or New
Jersey State issued identification card
that provides their name, address and
photo.

The County Clerk’s Westfield An-
nex is located in the Colleen Fraser
Building at 300 North Avenue East, in
Westfield. Office hours are 8 a.m. to
7:30 p.m. on Tuesdays and Thursdays;
8 a.m. to 4 p.m. on Mondays, Wednes-
days and Fridays, and 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
on Saturdays.

The Main Office of the County Clerk is
located at the Union County Courthouse
in Elizabeth at 2 Broad Street, Room 113.
Regular office hours in Elizabeth are
Monday through Friday, 8:30 a.m. to
4:30 p.m.

As an added convenience for voters,
the Elizabeth office has added an extra
day of service before Primary Day. It will
be open on Saturday, June 2, from 9 a.m.
to 1 p.m. The Westfield office also will be
open for its regular Saturday hours on
June 2 from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.

Voters who choose to cast their Vote-
By-Mail ballot by mail are advised to
allow at least three to five days for deliv-
ery, to ensure that it is received by the
close of the polls on Election Day.
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Mountainside Board
 Recognizes Health Bee Team

By KATE BROWNE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MOUNTAINSIDE — The library at
Beechwood School in Mountainside was
full of children at the April 24 board of
education meeting as the board awarded
Certificates of Recognition to the members
of the seventh-grade Health Bee team. The
students placed second in the annual Jeop-
ardy-style competition, which is a part of
the YMCA’s Healthy Kids Initiative. The
students received a $500 prize, which will
be donated to the school community.

Board members and the public also
enjoyed an encore performance of two
songs from the musical Beauty and the
Beast by students from Deerfield Elemen-
tary School. In March a cast of 82 stu-
dents, under the direction of Jared
Rosenblum and choreographer Kyle
Gavin, staged a full-length performance
of the popular musical. Several board
members noted that the sold-out perfor-
mances were extraordinary, with elabo-
rate sets, dance routines and costumes,
and credited Mr. Rosenblum, who is a
music teacher at Deerfield, for the popu-
larity and quality of the theater program.
The middle-school musical next year will
be Mary Poppins.

Board member Jeane Parker, who
serves as liaison to the Berkeley Heights
school board, provided an update on the
performance of Governor Livingston
High School students on the states man-
dated standardized test, the Partnership
for Assessment of Readiness for College

and Careers (PARCC). The students’
scores in both math and English have
decreased slightly as a result of the high-
achieving students opting out of taking
the exam. Ms. Parker stated that 90 per-
cent of the 11th graders did not take the
PARCC exam as they have already met
their graduation testing requirements.

According to Ms. Parker, 60 percent of
Governor Livingston students take at least
one Advanced Placement class; 50 per-
cent of them choose to take the Advanced
Placement exams and 45 percent of those
who take the test score 3 or higher. Eighty-
one percent of the Governor Livingston
students took the ACT and the average
score was 25.2. The average SAT score
was 1198, which is a slight decrease from
2016 but the decrease may be related to
the new test format.

In other business, the board determined
that because of the harsh winter weather
the district was forced to use all of its
scheduled snow days so it will be neces-
sary to have school on Wednesday, June
20. The board also voted unanimously to
set the annual fee for subscription busing
for the 2018-2019 year at $450 and to
accept a $6,000 donation from the Watts
Foundation. The funds will be used to
purchase nonfiction, science and biogra-
phies for the Deerfield Media Center.
The Whole Kids Foundation has donated
$2,000 for improvements to the
Beechwood Garden and BiWise Design
LLC donated $11,357 worth of office
furniture to Beechwood School.

HUGIN HEADQUARTERS...Republican United States Senate candidate Bob
Hugin, left, opened his campaign headquarters in Mountainside on Saturday. Also
pictured are former Garwood Republican Committee Chairman John Quattrocchi
of Clark, second from left, and GOP Union County Freeholder candidates Patricia
Quattrocchi and Joe Sarno, right. Mrs. Quattrocchi is a former Garwood mayor
and Mr. Sarno is a current Garwood councilman.

Jois to Open Office
SUMMIT — Democratic congres-

sional candidate Goutam U. Jois will
open his campaign headquarters in Sum-
mit to the public at 11 a.m. on Saturday,
May 5. The office is at 304 Springfield
Avenue (first floor) in Summit.

Following the open house, Mr. Jois
and campaign volunteers will begin can-
vassing around the district to get voters
engaged ahead of the Saturday, June 5
Democratic Primary Election. Food and
refreshments will be served for volun-
teers.

Bramnick Says Gas
Tax Should Be Cut

TRENTON – Assembly Minority
Leader Jon Bramnick (R-21st, Westfield)
said he will introduce legislation ensur-
ing any increase in the state’s sale tax will
result in a gas tax reduction.

“Any increase in sales tax must be
used for the Transportation Trust Fund
and will be used to reduce the gas tax,”
said Mr. Bramnick. “I hope all members
of the Legislature will co-sponsor this
sensible legislation and that the Demo-
crats will keep their word to the taxpay-
ers.”



Page 4  Thursday, May 3, 2018 The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

Jeff Gruman
SALES MANAGER

Michael L. Bartiromo
 MARKETING PRODUCTION

Robert P. Connelly
BUSINESS OPERATIONS

The Westfield Leader

POSTMASTER:  Send address changes to the offices of the newspapers at
         P. O. Box 250, Westfield, New Jersey 07091

P.O. Box 250 • 251 North Avenue, West
Westfield, N.J. 07091

Horace R. Corbin
PUBLISHER

David B. Corbin
ASSISTANT PUBLISHER & SPORTS

Ben Corbin
SERVICES

Published every Thursday by Watchung Communications, Inc.

Tele: (908) 232-4407 • E-mail: editor@goleader.com • Web: www.goleader.com • Fax: (908) 232-0473

One-year – $36 • Two-year – $68 • Three-year – $99
SUBSCRIPTION PRICE

— Established 1890 —

The Scotch Plains – Fanwood

TIMES   Since 1959

Members of:
New Jersey Press Association • National Newspaper Association • Greater Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce

Scotch Plains Business & Professional Association • Fanwood Business & Professional Association

Paul Peyton
ASSIGNMENT EDITOR

Suzette F. Stalker
COMMUNITY

Lauren S. Barr
EDUCATION & ARTS

Periodicals – Postage Paid at Rahway, New Jersey

www.goleader.com/subscribe

Legal Newspaper for the County of Union, New Jersey
and for Westfield, Mountainside, Scotch Plains, Fanwood, Cranford and Garwood

Letters to the Editor
ABCDICTIONOPQRSTDECEPTIONUVWXYZ

TM

DDDD
Diction Deception

Letters to
the Editor

Building of 3,000 New Units Is
Ridiculous In Scotch Plains

Classy Westfield
About 30 years ago, Jean Sawtelle

served as Westfield Republican Mu-
nicipal Chairman and as Republican
Ward Leader of the First Ward. She
was Westfield’s classy lady; her en-
tire life was a class act. Jean Sawtelle
would never permit political lawn
signs in Westfield; she regarded them
as inconsistent with the classy com-
munity of Westfield. The Democrats
agreed with her, so neither party put
up political lawn signs.

In last year’s General Election cam-
paign in Westfield, political lawn signs
appeared all over town. They gave
the community a very trashy appear-
ance. Thus, I recommend that in fu-
ture General Election campaigns in
Westfield, both Republicans and
Democrats should agree to discon-
tinue putting up political lawn signs,
in order to maintain the classy char-
acter of the Town of Westfield.

Kenneth MacRitchie
Red Bank

FB Posts Is Disturbing
I was very disturbed to read the

personal attacks posted on Westfield’s
Facebook page against Council-
woman JoAnn Neylan. I understand
she was one of two Council represen-
tatives that voted against the budget,
as is her prerogative. For that stance,
in one instance, she was critiqued, not
for her rationale, but for her appear-
ance. Please, fellow Westfielders, let’s
not go down that road.

This is neither a Republican or
Democratic issue; it’s one of com-
mon decency. Our mayor and town
council representatives donate hours
of their day, every day, to making
Westfield a better place to live. All for
a dollar a year. They’ve all signed up
to be criticized for supporting the
budget, for opposing the budget, or
for any legitimate issue facing the
Council.

So, if you’re going to post on
Facebook, or any media outlet, please
keep to the issues. Don’t stoop to the
level of personal attacks and name-
calling we see too often in Washing-
ton. Westfield is better than that.

Linda Heroux
Westfield

We Appreciate Your Generosity And
Help For the Westfield Foundation

On behalf of the Westfield Founda-
tion, I would like to thank the com-
munity members who donated to our
annual campaign. The Foundation
Board and the dozens of organiza-
tions we help throughout the year
appreciate your generosity. This year,
the annual campaign raised almost
$44,000, placed into our unrestricted
fund, and over $75,700 for individual
family funds. These family funds are
a wonderful way to create a chari-
table legacy in Westfield, and we
encourage anyone who is doing es-
tate planning to consider including
The Westfield Foundation in their
plans.

I’m so proud to be a member of the
Foundation’s board, which consists
of 15 active community members who
volunteer their time and support the
mission of the Foundation, which is
to improve life in and around

Westfield. During my almost five
years on the board, the Foundation
has given over $1.7 million in grants,
benefiting many arts organizations,
health related programs, social ser-
vice agencies/programs, and educa-
tion. It is my privilege to be part of an
organization that does so much for
the community where my family has
lived for almost 20 years.

More information about the
Westfield Foundation can be found
at: www.thewestfieldfoundation.com.
If you have not already done so, I
hope you will consider making a do-
nation or creating a lasting legacy of
philanthropy with the Westfield Foun-
dation.

Thank you again for your support
and generosity.

Janet Sarkos
Board President

Westfield Foundation

Now that Scotch Plains has com-
pleted its Fairness Hearing and settled
on its state-mandated affordable hous-
ing obligation with Fair Share Hous-
ing and the Union County (state) Su-
perior Court, it is time to call upon
our state legislative leaders to pass
legislation that will make the afford-
able housing settlement process fairer
for municipalities in future afford-
able housing rounds and protect the
character of Scotch Plains.

First, let me be clear that I do not
agree with the final settlement and the
number of housing units the courts
have imposed on Scotch Plains. While
there is a need to provide affordable
housing for low-income families, se-
niors, and people with disabilities,
the amount of new housing units the
courts want us to build is completely
unrealistic and unfair to the taxpayers
of Scotch Plains. The Township Coun-
cil tried as best it could to reduce our
affordable housing obligation, but we
reluctantly had to settle with the courts
with what we felt was the best pos-
sible outcome.

To comply with our settlement,
Scotch Plains will have to implement
zoning changes to allow for the “real-
istic opportunity” for the affordable
housing units to be built. Not all the
units will be built – that’s up to the
free market and the willingness of
private property owners to sell or
develop their land. Still the fact that
the courts can force Scotch Plains to
potentially allow for the building of
around 3,000 new units is ridiculous.

The courts can come in and force
us to change our zoning and the resi-
dential character of our town in order
to allow for these units to built, but
the courts don’t care about the poten-
tial impact on traffic, infrastructure,
and the school system. That’s unfair
to our taxpayers who hardly get any

tax relief from Trenton at all.
Fortunately, some state legislators

have introduced legislation to reform
the affordable housing settlement pro-
cess. One example is, Assembly Bill
A-1648, which will require the calcu-
lation of affordable housing require-
ments to take into account the popu-
lation of a municipality, water supply,
sewage capacity, school class sizes
and services, public safety, public
transportation and traffic when cal-
culating the affordable housing obli-
gation.

The bill requires a reduction in
affordable housing obligations if
maintaining approximately the same
school class sizes would be a signifi-
cant cost or if adequate school, public
safety, and public transportation re-
sources are not available or would be
a significant cost to provide. A reduc-
tion would also have to be made if
present traffic conditions would be
substantially disrupted. The bill also
provides for a population-based cap
for these obligations so that afford-
able housing numbers cannot increase
a town’s population by more than 5
percent. These requirements would
require affordable housing calcula-
tions to be a more holistic examina-
tion of the actual state of affairs in a
municipality and the potential im-
pacts of new development.

Passing legislation like this will
protect Scotch Plains from further
overdevelopment in future affordable
housing rounds (Scotch Plains will
have to go through this again in 2025).
I call upon our State Legislature lead-
ers to pass bi-partisan reforms to pro-
tect local taxpayers and the character
of municipalities and I ask you to join
me in this effort.

Al Smith
Scotch Plains Mayor

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Drawk – Coarse weeds growing in

grain; wild oats
2. Fermillet – A buckle or clasp
3. Timbrology – The science or study

of postage stamps
4. Imprecation – A curse

LAPIN
1. A sort of coarse canvas
2. Shiny; glossy
3. Rabbit fur used in imitation of more

valuable skins
4. To whip or lash

LEFE
1. Friendly; likeable
2. In Scots law, a legal stay of proceed-

ings
3. The head of a household in France
4. Loved one; a friend

PARGET
1. A grimace
2. Very pale or faded
3. Plaster or wall coating
4. An illustration for a book

MEAR
1. Topsoil
2. A boundary
3. An enzyme that assists a bee in

making honey
4. A horsefly

Thank You, Mr. Banks, For Over
30 Years of Music and Memories

We Celebrate Our Town Clerks
And the Vital Role They Serve

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church will bid farewell this
month to the man who for more than three decades
has deftly blended spirituality and song at the
Westfield parish, enhancing worship and concert
experiences for congregants and visitors alike.

Director of Music Charles Banks is set to return to
his native North Carolina after capping a distin-
guished, 32-year career with St. Paul’s as conductor,
choirmaster and organist. He will lead his final
Spring Concert with the St. Paul’s Choir at the
church this Sunday.

Since joining St. Paul’s in 1986, Mr. Banks has
led concerts showcasing some of the most illustri-
ous pieces of music ever written. Composers from
Mozart and Bach, to Handel and Hadyn, to Verdi
and Vivaldi, to Leonard Bernstein all have been
well served on Mr. Banks’ watch.

During his tenure, Mr. Banks has conducted over
100 works for choir, soloists and instrumentalists,
including members of the Metropolitan Opera, New
York City Opera and New Jersey Symphony Orches-
tra (NJSO), among other stellar ensembles. In addi-
tion to so many other events, his talents have enriched
the church’s annual Festival of Lessons and Carols to
ring in the holiday season, along with its yearly Spring
Concerts and its Triduum and Easter services.

A milestone during Mr. Banks’ career with St.
Paul’s Church occurred between the years 2003

and 2005, when he oversaw the purchase, construc-
tion and installation of the church’s pipe organ. Mr.
Banks himself has played this grand instrument,
which features four manuals, 55 pipe ranks and 114
digital voices.

Beyond his conducting and organist duties, Mr.
Banks also has been an integral part of the success
of St. Paul’s music programs through his long-time
fund-raising endeavors on behalf of the Friends of
Music at St. Paul’s, notably the group’s Annual
Giant Book Sale.

Additionally, Mr. Banks is known for his rap-
port with senior citizens through his participation
in a monthly service held at the Westfield Center
Genesis HealthCare facility.

We encourage everyone to attend Sunday’s con-
cert at St. Paul’s, beginning at 7 p.m., for the
opportunity to appreciate Mr. Banks’ conducting
prowess one more time and to give him a final, well-
deserved round of applause. Entitled “Handel’d
with Care,” the concert is sponsored by the Friends
of Music at St. Paul’s and will include NJSO
musicians. A reception will follow in the church
hall. Additionally, we join together with the staff
and congregation of St. Paul’s, along with the entire
Westfield area community, in thanking Mr. Banks
for more than 30 years of magnificent music and
memories. Maestro, you will be greatly missed.

The first person one encounters when they do
business with their local town hall is usually the
town clerk. They are the gatekeeper of town
records, the person who ensures governing body
meetings run according to state statute, and they
serve as the town’s chief election official. New
Jersey will honor our clerks during the 49th An-
nual Municipal Clerks Week, which will take
place from May 6 to 12.

This annual event is an opportunity to promote as
well as educate the public regarding the important
role municipal clerks play. The International Insti-
tute of Municipal Clerks (IIMC) has sponsored
Municipal Clerks Week since 1969. In 1984 and
again in 1994, Presidents Ronald Reagan and Bill
Clinton, respectively, signed a proclamation offi-
cially declaring Municipal Clerks Week the first full
week of May and recognizing the essential role
municipal clerks play in local government.

The municipal clerk serves as the “secretary of the
municipal corporation and custodian of the munici-
pal seal and of all minutes, books, deeds, bonds,
contracts, and archival records of the municipal
corporation,” according to state statute. The munici-
pal clerk “provides the professional link between the
citizens, the local governing bodies and agencies of
government at other levels,” according to a sample
proclamation available at the IIMC website.

The town clerk has a great deal of responsibility,
from preparing agendas and taking minutes, to main-
taining ordinance and resolution files and the town’s
historical records. The clerk also is responsible for
ensuring that ordinances and other public notices are
published in newspapers in a timely fashion. Addi-
tionally, they handle all dog and cat licenses as well
as applications for licenses and permits such as for
florists, limousines, restaurant liquor licenses as
well as for raffles.

We are lucky to have professional clerks in the
towns this newspaper serves: Tara Rowley in
Westfield, Eleanor McGovern in Fanwood, Bozena
Lacina in Scotch Plains, Patty Donahue in Cranford,
Martha Lopez in Mountainside and Christina
Ariemma in Garwood. Ms. Rowley recently re-
placed Claire Gray, who retired, and had been clerk
in Cranford for many years.

At the county level, Joanne Rajoppi has been
county clerk for many years, where she is the custo-
dian of all land records in Union County and is the
chief election official. Also, James E. Pellettiere
serves as the clerk to the Union County Freeholder
Board.

We congratulate all our dedicated and hard-work-
ing town clerks as they ensure that our records are
managed and archived, as these municipal records
will be a part of our history.

DEM Primary Thrust Upon Garwood
I read with disbelief and concern a

letter from Robert Schilare in last
week’s edition about the primary that
has been thrust upon the Regular
Garwood Democratic Party (RGDP)
by new ideologues. What concerns
me is the apparent writer naiveté, and
the inexperience of some off-line
Democratic campaign supporters.

The letter – as well as the Editor’s
selected headline -purports to show
cronyism on the part of RGDP be-
cause Mayor Lombardo works for
Union County, and Vince Kearney
works for Union County Sheriff, and
that mayoral candidate Todisco is
‘above’ some imagined ethical im-
propriety. Has candidate Todisco not
advised her supporters that County
officials have walked with past Demo-
cratic Party candidates and attended
past Democratic Party fundraisers?
Or that former Sheriff Cryan kicked
off a fundraiser two years ago for
fellow Council members Jen
Blumenstock and Mark Lazarow, as
well as a ‘Meet and Greet’ for now
Governor Phil Murphy? That Sheriff
Peter Corvelli attended a previous
fundraiser for Garwood candidates?
Councilwoman Todisco was at all of
those events; she helped plan some
through her county connections.
Councilwoman Todisco attended the
inaugural gala of Governor Phil
Murphy as a guest of the Union County
Democratic Committee. Union
County Sheriff Corvelli swore Sara
into office in 2018. While Council-
woman Todisco may not work for the
county, she has not shied from their
past support; she is not as ‘indepen-
dent’ as the writer wants readers to
believe. She knows a positive rela-
tionship with County officials is im-
portant to her Council work and to
her future political aspirations; she
has a relationship with the county.

Do not misunderstand what I am
saying – I am not finding fault in any
way with Councilwoman Todisco or
Mayor Lombardo. Much like reach-
ing across the aisle, reaching up the
party ticket is of great benefit to
Garwood. Democrats should not be
taken to task for asking for County
assistance. We all love our small town,
but sometimes we can’t do it alone.
We tried that in the past and look at
the status of some of our equipment.
The Republicans would do the same if
they shared both levels of government.

Garwood Democrats have also re-
ceived funding support from Union
County Democrats in recent years.
Since Councilwoman Todisco re-
tained last year’s campaign funds,
she is using some county democratic
support dollars in her campaign. It’s
not all a ‘grassroots’ funded cam-
paign as the writer may think.

The purpose of this letter is not to
malign any candidates’ connections
with Union County, but to recognize
and embrace them, and to show that
Garwood is better off because of the
working relationship Garwood and
Union County have developed- par-
tially because of Mayor Lombardo.
Union County DPW has provided
road and utility line support, winter
salt for our roads, large tree pruning
and numerous other services to
Garwood. We simply do not have the
equipment to do such work, and the
County has helped us. The County
has supported Garwood with grants –
senior citizen handyman and bus fund-
ing, and most recently for our Ath-
letic Field Complex and Hartmann
Park. Rather than try to show a nega-
tive with this relationship, as the writer
did, Garwood residents should be
thankful for it as it has saved us thou-
sands of dollars over the years, and it
will continue under Mayor Lombardo,

Despite what the writer wrote,
Union County Democrats do not ‘con-
trol’ Garwood. No one who voted on
the committee that selected Charles
Lombardo to run on the RGDP ticket
works for the county. As far as being
‘progressive’, Councilwoman
Todisco and her running mates are
not the only ‘Bernie’ supporters in
Garwood. Many progressives – in-
cluding I – support Lombardo-
Kearney-Guerrero.

Yes, two RGDP candidates work
for Union County. Neither has ‘sold
their souls to the devil;’ nor intend to.
Neither is under any county official’s
control. They earned their jobs
through their work experience and
education, not through cronyism.
Their combined years of public ser-
vice, knowledge of how borough and
county levels of government can im-
prove while working together, their
positive County relationship, and their
commitment to serve the public is,
and will be, a benefit to Garwood.

William Nierstedt
Garwood

Enraged Machine
I have read Garwood council candi-

date Mr. Kearney’s response of April
19 to my original letter in The Westfield
Leader. He uses untoward language
toward a Garwood resident, which is
not a good quality in a candidate.

He attempts to rebut my support for
Ms. Todisco’s challenge to the Garwood
Regular Democrats’ slate for mayor
and council. Mr. Kearney is a Regular
Democrat candidate and of which I
referred to his party as being part of a
“political machine.” I find his letter is
just a brand of spin. I have two items for
Mr. Kearney. One is a question: Why
do we have primary elections? If he
could respond for the readers’ informa-
tion? And two is a request: If you are
not manipulated by your job at Union
County as you state, then you will stand
by my side to publicly voice outrage at
the Union County Freeholders in hir-
ing the new county manager from out-
side the county and without any inter-
view process. These are both in viola-
tion of the county’s own procedures
and laws. Anything short of that, will
show Mr. Kearny is afraid and, thus, is
certainly manipulated by the county
Democrat machine.

Letters attacking Ms. Todisco’s per-
fectly legal challenge, his stating there
should be no other challenger, and the
others stating she should “wait her turn”
certainly smacks of an enraged “politi-
cal machine.” I rest my case.

Bruce Paterson
Garwood
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No Need To Spend Taxpayer Dollars
On A Study To Tell Us What We Know

With Honesty, Integrity, Transparency,
And Unfailing Determination

The downtown Westfield parking
deck chorus is about to begin again,
and it includes some stakeholders who
believe it is not high asking rents that
are prolonging some larger vacan-
cies, it’s the lack of a parking deck
that is. This time, 14 years since it was
last defeated by a voter referendum,
we are living in a much changed
economy. Traditional companies are
focusing their growth strategies on
Internet shopping not downtown ex-
pansion. Popular retailers – includ-
ing some who have left town – are
slashing the number of brick and
mortar stores in operation. As half
vacant malls and strip malls have
begun to litter the American land-
scape (and Route 22), the retail para-
digm has now shifted dramatically
and perhaps irreversibly in ways that
are detrimental to downtowns too.
It’s called the Amazon Effect.

Ordinarily, the “invisible hand” of
the marketplace would correct the
Westfield supply/demand space im-
balance. In a rational marketplace,
asking rents for the oversupply of
vacant retail space would begin to
drop to demand price points, encour-
aging even more demand and new
business formation, including Mom
and Pop once again. Is that happening
in downtown Westfield? To some
extent yes, new businesses are emerg-
ing, and the Downtown Westfield
Corporation led by Sherry Cronin is
working tirelessly in this regard. How
economically rational or irrational are
Westfield landlords being about prices
on vacant space? It’s not a transpar-
ent market so it is difficult to tell. Is it
a competitive jungle with every land-
lord man and woman out for himself
or herself, even if they are married?
Or is there some “friendly conversa-
tion” between a few major owners as
to cooperative pricing, otherwise
known as price-fixing? Who knows.

Economists do know how an effi-
cient free market successfully re-
sponds to vacancy issues, and here is

Facebook Has Cruel And Offensive
Language, No Administration

Concerns About Union Co. Machine
Politics And Opponents’ Connections

Open letter to Mayor Brindle: I
would like to call your attention to a
Facebook post that appeared on
Wednesday, April 26 on the Westfield,
NJ page. Jeff Bryk wrote the post.
The post by Mr. Bryk referenced
Councilwoman Neylan’s disheveled
appearance during the budget meet-
ing.

In this climate of sexist awareness,
I was appalled that someone would
post this on social media. This is a
classic example of disparaging
women’s appearances, which I am
quite sure this administration does
not condone.

I subsequently discovered that this
person was appointed to and serves
on the Solid Waste committee. Do we
really want someone like this repre-
senting our town?… We have had
enough of this nationally. It was an

insulting and degrading comment and
as a woman I am offended and dis-
gusted by it. I sincerely hope that you
will consider dismissing him from his
position.

Reasonable people can have an in-
telligent discourse without resorting
to name calling and quite frankly gen-
der bias. As a Westfield resident I do
not want our town to mirror the cur-
rent air of cruel and biased comments
referring to women. There is no room
in the town administration for those
who use cruel and offensive language
regarding not only women but all
human beings, as I’m sure you would
agree. I trust you will do what is right
and just and remove Mr. Bryk from
his position.

Karen Salemme
Westfield

In speaking with residents, it’s abun-
dantly clear that our DPW is a be-
loved department in the community.
While just a small group of eight
laborers, they get so much done for
our town and we can see the differ-
ence they make. Just drive through
other towns after it has snowed to see
how effective our DPW really is. If
elected, Sara Todisco, Sean Benoit,
and I will ensure our great DPW is
here to stay.

One of the campaign promises of
the Lombardo team is to pay for a
study on whether or not to privatize
garbage. We do not support wasting
taxpayer dollars for a study that will
give us an answer we already know.
Furthermore, this was proposed by
Republican Council members for the
past few years and the Mayor sat
silent. Now, he is taking a bad Repub-
lican idea to run with as part of his
Democratic Primary bid. That is truly
troubling.

With a department of just eight
laborers and garbage pickup taking
about 60 percent of their time, how
would you save money through
privatization? There would only be
one way — to reduce our staff of eight
men.

What about snow plowing, leaf
pickup, or emergency situations? With
an even smaller department and the
possibility of sick/vacation time or
disability leave, you might have even
fewer personnel to plow, pick up
leaves, and more. Imagine what the
streets would like with just a handful
of people plowing roads and clearing
public sidewalks and parking lots.
Who is to say the plowing, leaf pickup,
and other DPW services wouldn’t
make sense to privatize at that point?

Essentially, the services we have
come to depend on become second-
rate because they would no longer be
done in house. The bottom line is that

the very department we take so much
pride in would slowly disappear,
weakening Garwood.

Another consequence is that
privatization makes it so much easier
and more likely for garbage pickup to
be separated from the tax bill. This
would be an extra burden on residents
who will have to decide which gar-
bage company they want, figure out
their schedule, and pay another bill.
Who wants another bill to pay? As
someone who has lived in other towns,
I can say with confidence that it is not
better. For one, you cannot write off
garbage pickup from your taxes un-
like when it is inside the tax bill.

Also, with more companies servic-
ing the town on different days, trucks
are down your street practically ev-
ery day. This is a scenario where you
can see multiple carting companies
servicing a single block, which will
result in more truck traffic, more noise,
and increased air pollution in
Garwood. Finally, it means we will
lose control of how that garbage
pickup is done and how much it costs.
In other words, we would be placing
our services in the hands of private
companies who can freely choose to
raise the prices, change the quality of
their services, and would not be as
accountable to you.

Our team stands for a stronger
Garwood. Studying and potentially
privatizing garbage pickup would
certainly not make our town stronger.
We do not need to spend taxpayer
dollars on a study to tell us what we
already know and what Democrats
have resisted for decades in this town
— privatizing garbage does not make
sense in Garwood.

Please vote Column D, Todisco-
Ince-Benoit on June 5 for a stronger
Garwood.

Michael Ince
Garwood Council Candidate (D)

by Sal Caruana
Former Westfield Councilman

The Chorus Sings

one snapshot recently provided by
the Wall Street Journal (April 28,
2018). In the first quarter of 2018, the
average asking retail rents in Manhat-
tan plunged by 20 percent from the
previous year, in 13 of 16 shopping
corridors. In addition to cutting new
rents, landlords responded to an im-
pending vacancy crisis by providing
more generous tenant improvement
allowances and shorter term leases.
Many NYC landlords encouraged
new business formation by now al-
lowing tenants to walk away from a
lease if their retail concept or busi-
ness plan does not succeed. Mom and
Pop, you may have been able to find
an overall better deal on Broadway
than on East Broad Street. And the
result of these aggressive landlord
moves? The amount of vacant retail
space in NYC did not increase in the
2018 period compared to 2017, even
as demand significantly weakened.
Why? Because landlords were flex-
ible on price.

Don’t be fooled. The retail vacancy
rate in downtown Westfield is not a
parking problem, it is a pricing prob-
lem, one of many price dislocations
created by Internet disruption. New
York City landlords solved their prob-
lem by reducing rents 20 percent and
making other concessions too. Appar-
ently some downtown Westfield stake-
holders also believe concessions are a
good idea – from the Westfield tax-
payer and a new administration – in
the form of a multi-million dollar park-
ing deck to prop up the rental market
and the private investment values of a
select few now that the economy is
changing. Should public funds be pur-
posed in this way? Not with my money.
That said, I would welcome any suit-
able private developer who would want
to build and operate a downtown deck
with his own funds. And good luck
with that. As for an immediate solu-
tion, we all know what it is and who it
should cost.

Cut the rent.

I’m honored to have Michael Ince
and Sean Benoit on the “Democrats
for Garwood” ticket with me. Together,
we share a passion for making a differ-
ence, a love of learning, and a pride in
being independent-minded. In the past
seven years on council, I have worked
with 15 different council members and
from that experience, I can attest that
Michael and Sean have the character,
experience, and drive to make excel-
lent councilmen.

Michael committed himself to pub-
lic service starting back when he
joined the Clark Police force after
college. While having an impressive
30+ year career in law enforcement,
he continues to strive to learn more.
Even in retirement, he is taking gradu-
ate courses. He will not pretend to
know all of the answers because of
his career. Instead, Michael will lis-
ten to you and seek out reliable infor-
mation to make knowledgeable deci-
sions on all the issues. This type of
open-minded, professional, and in-
quisitive person is exactly what
Garwood needs on council.

Sean is invested in Garwood as it is
the place he and his wife chose to
raise their 5-year-old son. Sean and
his wife, Maria, both joined the Edu-
cation Foundation of Garwood this
past September. They want to be in-

volved in our town to ensure it has a
bright future as Garwood is, and al-
ways will be, their son’s hometown.
Sean is the type of person that dives
right in, whether by using his back-
ground as a lawyer to research legal
precedent or volunteering to help a
local organization. He made a career
out of listening to and advocating for
his clients to receive the services they
deserve as individuals with disabili-
ties. Sean will bring that same acces-
sibility, reliability, and accountability
as a councilman.

In speaking with fellow Democrats,
a number of them have raised con-
cerns about Union County machine
politics and our opponents’ connec-
tions to them. They appreciate that
Michael, Sean, and I are not depen-
dent on the County in any way. While
all Democrats, we put Garwood be-
fore party. We will ensure Garwood is
independent in all decision-making
and in representing the people’s voice
to higher levels of government.

I’m proud of the ticket we share and
hope you will support Michael Ince
and Sean Benoit for Council on Col-
umn D on June 5.

Sara Todisco
Garwood Councilwoman

Mayoral Candidate (D)

Garwood has been my home for the
past 43 years. It is safe to say that I am
committed to making it the best place
to live, work, and raise a family. It has
been my honor to serve as your Mayor
for the past three-and-a-half years. I
am currently seeking re-election for a
second term in the upcoming Primary
Election on Tuesday June 5, 2018,
with the support of the Regular Demo-
cratic Party of Garwood.

I will continue to bring a sense of
maturity, stability, respect and integ-
rity to the Office of the Mayor. I will
continue to apply my knowledge ob-
tained from my Master’s Degree in
Public Administration and my 21
years on Council to help create po-
lices that will truly benefit Garwood,
now and in the future. I will continue
to demand excellence in the delivery
of municipal services, transparency
and fiscal responsibility.

I have been an ambassador for
Garwood at the state, county and
local levels to bring in much needed
funding from them and have negoti-
ated and entered into multiple shared

service agreements with surround-
ing communities, to help keep costs
low.

My running mates, Vincent Kearney
and Jennyfer Guerrero, bring fresh
eyes and new ideas to Garwood, and
we will work as a team to continue to
move Garwood forward. We will con-
tinue to work toward responsible re-
development, and informed and fair
revaluation in the best interests of
Garwood while keeping quality ser-
vices in place at the lowest possible
impact to the residents. We will con-
tinue to plan for the future, as it is of
utmost importance to our residents
and their families, and it must done
with honesty, integrity, transparency,
and unfailing determination.

We, as a team, look forward to your
support on Tuesday, June 5.

Charles Lombardo
Mayor of Garwood

Interiors So Lovely, You’ll Want to Stay Home

Joanne Womelsdorf, IFDA, ASID allied
Phone: 908.232.3875
www.superiorinteriorsofnj.com

Think “Superior” For:
Expert Consultation Services

Space Planning / Room Layouts

Remodeling Services

All Interior Related Products:

Accessorizing & Finishing Touches

Furniture
Lighting

Floor Coverings
Window Treatments

•

•

•

•

DUGHI, HEWIT & DOMALEWSKI

Criminal Defense Matters

State and Municipal Criminal Court

Motor Vehicle Tickets • DWI

Call Brandon Minde, Former Prosecutor

Mention this ad for a complimentary conference

340 North Avenue, Cranford, NJ
(908) 272-0200 • www.dughihewit.com

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

The Board of Adjustment of the Town
of Westfield, New Jersey will meet on
May 14, 2018, in the Council Chambers at
the Municipal Building, 425 East Broad
Street, Westfield, New Jersey at 7:30 p.m.
to hear and consider the following appeals
for bulk (c) and/or (d) variance relief from
requirements of the Westfield Land Use
Ordinance.

Clark Qiang Zhu, 931 Grandview Av-
enue. Applicant is seeking approval to
construct a new single-family dwelling uti-
lizing a portion of the existing structure
contrary to Section 11.09E5, 11.09E6,
11.09E7, 11.09E8, 11.09E9, 11.09E10,
11.09E11, 11.09E12, 11.09E13, and
13.01B of the Land Use Ordinance. Ordi-
nance requires a front yard setback of
26.96 feet. Proposed is 26.08 feet. Ordi-
nance requires a minimum side yard set-
back of 10 feet. Proposed is 5.23 feet.
Ordinance requires a 35-foot rear yard
setback. Proposed is 31.7 feet (30 feet
measured to the bump out). Ordinance
allows a maximum building height of 32
feet. Proposed is 32.52 feet. Ordinance
allows a maximum story height of 2 1/2
stories. Proposed is 3 stories. Ordinance
allows a maximum floor area ratio of 37%.
Proposed is 58%. Ordinance allows a
maximum building coverage of 20%. Pro-
posed is 30.4%. Ordinance allows a maxi-
mum all improvement coverage of 50%.
Proposed is 51.6%. Ordinance allows a
maximum eave height of 22 feet. Pro-
posed is 23 feet. Ordinance allows a maxi-
mum continuous wall length of 25 feet.
Proposed is 38 feet. Ordinance requires
an accessory structure (garage) to be lo-
cated a minimum of the height of the ac-
cessory structure from the principal build-
ing. Proposed is a detached garage of 12
feet and the proposed setback is 10 feet.

David & Anne-Marie Mora, 649 Maple
Street. Applicants are seeking approval to
construct an addition and new front porch
contrary to Section 11.09E5, 11.09E6,
12.04F1, and 12.04F3 of the Land Use
Ordinance. Ordinance allows a maximum
building coverage of 20%. Proposed is
22.3%. Ordinance allows a maximum build-

ing coverage with a deck & porch of 24%.
Proposed is 24.6%. Ordinance requires a
minimum front yard setback of 25 feet.
Proposed is 20 feet 9 inches. Ordinance
requires a minimum side yard setback of
10 feet. Proposed is 8 feet 8 inches.

John Kim, 417 Tuttle Parkway. Appli-
cant is seeking approval to add three dor-
mers to the third floor contrary to Section
11.07E8 of the Land Use Ordinance. Ordi-
nance allows a maximum story height of 2
1/2 stories. Proposed is a story height of 3
stories.

William Bible, 29 Gallowae. Applicant
is seeking approval to retain an existing
pergola contrary to Section 11.07E7 of the
Land Use Ordinance. Ordinance requires
a minimum rear yard setback of 35 feet.
Proposed is 27.5 feet.

Pawel Kierzkowski, 171 Tudor Oval.
Applicant is seeking approval to install a
six-foot fence in the front yard contrary to
Section 12.07C of the Land Use Ordi-
nance. Ordinance allows a maximum fence
height of four feet in the front yard. Pro-
posed is 6 feet.

Michael Cunningham, 420 Jefferson
Avenue. Applicant is seeking approval to
construct an addition contrary to Section
12.03D and 11.06E6 of the Land Use Or-
dinance. Ordinance requires a minimum
front yard setback of 44.42 feet. Proposed
is 39.32 feet. Ordinance requires a mini-
mum side yard setback of 12.5 feet. Pro-
posed is 9.67 feet.

Clarissa & Paul Dobek, 712 Norman
Place. Applicants are seeking approval to
construct an addition contrary to Section
11.07E6 of the Land Use Ordinance. Ordi-
nance requires a minimum side yard set-
back of 10 feet. Proposed is + 7 feet.

Variances, waivers or exceptions from
certain site plan details or relief from re-
quirements may be sought as appropriate.
Plans and application are on file in the
office of the Town Engineer, 959 North
Avenue West, Westfield, New Jersey and
may be seen Monday through Friday from
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Linda Jacus
Board Secretary

1 T - 5/3/18, The Leader Fee: $89.25

PUBLIC NOTICE

Join With Your Letter Carriers
To Stamp Out Hunger

Saturday, May 12, marks the 26st
anniversary of one of Americas great
days of giving – the National Asso-
ciation of Letter Carriers Stamp Out
Hunger Food Drive.

Letter carriers walk through the
community every day, often coming
face to face with a sad reality for too
many, hunger.

So each year on the second Satur-
day in May, letter carriers across the
country collect non-perishable food
donations from our customers. These
donations go directly to the local food
pantries to provide food to people in
Scotch Plains who need our help.

Last year, we collected over 70
million pounds of food nationally,
feeding an estimated 30 million
people. Over the course of its 26
years, the drive has collected well
over one billion pounds of food,
thanks to a postal service universal
delivery network that spans the entire
nation, including Puerto Rico, Guam,
and U.S. Virgin Islands.

The need for food donations is
great. Currently, 49 million Ameri-
cans – one in six – are unsure where
their next meal is coming from. Six-
teen million are children who feel
hunger’s impact on their overall health
and ability to perform in school. And
nearly five million seniors over age

60 are food insecure, with many who
live on fixed incomes often too em-
barrassed to ask for help.

Our food drive’s timing is crucial.
Food banks and pantries often re-
ceive the majority of their donations
during Thanksgiving and Christmas
holiday seasons. By spring time, many
pantries are depleted, entering the
summer low on supplies at a time
when many school breakfast and lunch
programs are not available to chil-
dren in need.

Participating in this year’s Letter
Carrier Stamp Out Hunger Food Drive
is simple. Just leave a non-perishable
food donation in a bag by your mail box
on Saturday, May 12 and your letter
carrier will do the rest. I invite you to
join in America’s great day of giving
and help us in our fight to end hunger.

Letter Carriers
Scotch Plains

Some Of Her Ideas And Plans For
Garwood With Significance

I am writing to endorse Council-
woman Sara Todisco, Michael Ince,
and Sean Benoit in Garwood’s may-
oral race.

I met Sara last fall when she knocked
on my door to introduce herself and
talk about some of her ideas and plans
for Garwood. I am thrilled that one
program she mentioned — the volun-
teer rewards card program — has
been launched, and several local busi-
nesses are already participating. I
think this is a great way for the town
to show its appreciation for volun-
teers while also encouraging people
to shop locally and enjoy all that
Garwood has to offer.

Sara also shared her interest in cre-
ating a citizens’ advisory panel that
would provide Garwood residents an
opportunity to share their thoughts
and ideas about major town deci-
sions. Creating a space for citizens to
discuss issues like roadwork and de-
partmental equipment purchases will
bring added perspective and insight
to elected officials as they make im-
portant decisions that will have sig-
nificant local impacts.

I am supporting Sara Todisco for
Mayor because I am confident she
will organize the citizens’ advisory
panel and fill it with a diverse group
of individuals who are invested in our
town and its future. I am also support-
ing the full Democrats for Garwood
team on Column D. The enthusiasm
and passion that Michael Ince and
Sean Benoit have expressed in our
meetings gives me confidence that
they, too, are dedicated to making
Garwood a great place to visit, work,
and live.

Please join me in voting for Sara,
Michael and Sean on June 5!

Bonnie Underwood
Garwood resident

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD
CRANFORD, NEW JERSEY

NOTICE OF CONTRACT
AWARD AMENDMENT

The Township of Cranford has amended
a Contract Award to provide redevelop-
ment legal services to the Township of
Cranford.  The Township of Cranford ad-
vertised a Request for Proposal for rede-
velopment legal services through a fair
and open process in accordance with NJSA
19:44A-20.4 et seq. This contract and
Resolution No. 2018-186 are available for
public inspection at the office of the Mu-
nicipal Clerk.

AWARDED TO: Wanda Chin
Monahan, Esq., 50 Cardinal Drive, Suite
102, Westfield, New Jersey 07090.

SERVICE: Redevelopment Legal Ser-
vices

FEE: Not to Exceed $65,000
DATE: April 24, 2018

Patricia Donahue, RMC
Township Clerk

1 T - 5/3/18, The Leader Fee: $23.97

PUBLIC NOTICE
GARWOOD, NEW JERSEY

PLANNING BOARD

TAKE NOTICE that on April 25, 2018
the Garwood Planning Board memorial-
ized the following resolution of their March
14, 2018 decision:

Case #PB18-01: 257 North Avenue, B.
211, Lots 2 & 3, C/C Zone, Applicant:
Princeton Food Service, LLC, Granting a
D-2 Use Variance for modification of a
preexisting Non-conforming drive-thru to-
gether with Site Plan Approval for a
Wendy’s.

The resolution is on file and available for
inspection in the office of the Planning
Board located in the Municipal Building
located at 403 South Avenue, Garwood,
New Jersey.

Adele C. Lewis
Board Secretary

1 T - 5/3/18, The Leader Fee: $19.89

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD
CRANFORD, NEW JERSEY

NOTICE OF CONTRACT
AWARD AMENDMENT

The Township of Cranford has amended
a Contract Award to provide general litiga-
tion services to the Township of Cranford.
The Township of Cranford advertised a
Request for Proposal for general litigation
services through a fair and open process
in accordance with NJSA 19:44A-20.4 et
seq. This contract and Resolution No. 2018-
185 are available for public inspection at
the office of the Municipal Clerk.

AWARDED TO: Ryan J. Cooper, Esq.,
Cooper LLC. 600 Linden Place,
Cranford, New Jersey 07016.

SERVICE: General Litigation Services
FEE: Not to Exceed $90,000
DATE: April 24, 2018

Patricia Donahue, RMC
Township Clerk

1 T - 5/3/18, The Leader Fee: $22.44

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

PLANNING BOARD

Please take notice that on May 23, 2018
at 7:30 PM at the Fanwood Borough Hall,
located at 75 North Martine Avenue,
Fanwood, New Jersey, the Planning Board
will hold a hearing on the application of the
undersigned. The property in question is
located at: 185 Westfield Road, Fanwood,
New Jersey, also known as Block 46 Lot
11, as shown on the Fanwood Tax Map,
owned by Austin and Davonne Berry.

The applicant requests open air pergola
over an existing patio which is in violation
of:

Section Article 184-134 of the Fanwood
Land Use Code. Variance Requested:
Open air pergola over 100 square feet;
Permitted: 100 square feet; Present: None;
Proposed: 320 square feet.

The applicant will also seek such other
relief as may be determined necessary at
the public hearing based upon review of
the application or amendment(s) to the
application.

The file pertaining to this application is
available for public inspection during nor-
mal business hours (8 AM - 4 PM, Monday
through Friday) from the Secretary of the
Planning Board at the Administration Of-
fice of the Borough of Fanwood at 75 North
Martine Avenue, Fanwood, New Jersey.

Any interested party may appear at said
hearing and participate therein in accor-
dance with the rules of the Fanwood Plan-
ning Board.

Applicant:
Austin Berry

185 Westfield Road
Fanwood, New Jersey 07023

1 T - 5/3/18, The Times Fee: $35.19

Legal Advertising
MORE IN BACK SECTION
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Library to Feature MRB As
Jazz Series Continues May 9
WESTFIELD — The three-part

Weiss Family Jazz Series at the
Westfield Memorial Library contin-
ues on Wednesday, May 9, at 7 p.m.,
with the MRB Jazz Project. The li-
brary is located at 550 East Broad
Street.

Established with a bequest to the
Westfield Memorial Library Founda-
tion, the Weiss Family Jazz Series
commemorates longtime library pa-
trons Joseph and Dorothy Weiss.

The MRB Jazz Project is a trio
comprised of Michael Pasqua on pi-
ano, Bruce Riccitelli on percussion
and Gerry Babo on acoustic bass. They
have performed at numerous private
clubs, corporate events and fund-rais-
ing affairs, as well as at libraries, col-
leges and universities since the group’s
inception in 2005.

Their repertoire encompasses mu-
sic that virtually spans the past 90
years of American songwriting, in-
cluding classic jazz compositions,
along with their unique interpretations
of the Great American Songbook.

From romantic ballads to up-tempo
swing tunes, be-bop to jazz waltzes,
MRB Jazz always weaves a diverse
tapestry of music to appeal to a wide
variety of musical tastes. The trio of-
ten further seasons their music with
some sultry Brazilian bossa novas or
other Latin inflected tunes.

The library encourages interested
persons to sign up for the program, as
jazz programs at the library are al-

AARP Chapter 4137
To Meet Monday

WESTFIELD AREA — The
Westfield Area AARP Chapter 4137
will hold its next meeting on Mon-
day, May 7, at 1 p.m. The meeting
will take place at the Scotch Hills
Country Club, located at Jerusalem
Road and Plainfield Avenue in
Scotch Plains.

Guest speaker Nicole Epstein, ad-
ministrative director from Genesis
in Westfield, will discuss nutrition
and exercise for balance. She will
receive questions afterwards. Re-
freshments and fellowship will fol-
low the business meeting.

Reservations will be taken at the
meeting for the chapter’s Monday,
June 4 luncheon. For luncheon ques-
tions, call Chris Weiss at (908) 322-
6198. For additional questions, call
Ilse Heinemeyer at (908) 322-1788.

Mountainside Library Lists
May Movies and Activities

MOUNTAINSIDE — Multiple
programs are scheduled at the
Mountainside Public Library dur-
ing May. The library will be closed
on Monday, May 28, in observance
of Memorial Day.

Tuesday Night Movies will include
I, Tonya (2017, R) on May 8; Phan-
tom Thread (2017, R) on May 15;
Wonder (2017, PG) on May 22, and
Darkest Hour (2017, PG-13) on May
29. Each film will begin at 6:30 p.m.

Brown Bag Academy: The Great
Courses series will continue on
Mondays, at 1:15 p.m., with “How
to Listen To and Understand Great
Music,” narrated by Professor Rob-
ert Greenberg, Music Historian-
in-Residence at the San Francisco
Performances. Participants are in-
vited to bring their lunch. Coffee,
tea and cookies will be served.

The Friends of the Mountainside
Public Library’s annual jewelry and
accessory sale, “MakeMeChic,”
takes place Friday, May 4, from
noon to 5 p.m., and Saturday, May
5, from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Fine and
vintage jewelry, costume and fash-
ion jewelry, watches, scarves and
handbags and designer items will

be on sale. Proceeds will benefit
the library and go back to the local
community through library sup-
plies, programs and events.

“Aging Service Kiosk” will be
featured Friday, May 11, at 12:30
p.m. Donna Farrell of the Union
County Department of Human Ser-
vices Division on Aging and Dis-
ability Resource Connection will
provide information about home-
delivered meals, respite care, home
care, adult day care, support ser-
vices for caregivers and more.

The Friday Operas on Film series
also will be offered May 11, at 1
p.m., sponsored by the T. Robel
Hill Foundation and presented by
Mena Clemson. Plácido Domingo
(Vasco da Gama) and Shirley Verrett
(Sélika) star in a 1990 production
of L’Africaine  by Giacomo
Meyerbeer. The Chorus, Ballet and
Orchestra of the San Francisco Op-
era is conducted by Maurizio Arena.

Additional activities will be an-
nounced for later in the month. To
register for library programs, stop into
the library or call (908) 233-0115. The
Mountainside Public Library is lo-
cated at 1 Constitution Plaza.

‘TIRELESS VOLUNTEER’...Patty Bishop, sales associate in the West Essex
Regional Office, accepts the award for Humanitarian of the Year in 2017 with the
ownership team at Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices New Jersey Properties.
Pictured, from left to right, are: Nancy Litwin, Seymour Litwin, Ms. Bishop, Bill
Keleher, Chris Brown and Steve Janett.

Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices Names
Patricia Bishop Humanitarian of the Year
SOMERSET – On March 22, 2018,

Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices
New Jersey Properties celebrated the
2017 achievements of the company’s
top sales teams and agents whose
efforts helped clients and customers
throughout northern and central New
Jersey realize their dreams of home
ownership.

Included in this year’s celebra-
tion was the prestigious “Humani-
tarian of the Year,” which was
awarded to Patricia “Patty” Bishop,
sales associate in the West Essex
Regional Office. Ms. Bishop goes
above and beyond for every orga-
nization and cause she is part of.
She encourages and supports other
members and those in need.

Among the many organizations
and causes she actively volunteers
with are: sponsoring children from
Guatemala for more than 10 years
through Children International,
fundraising for Minette Grosso
McKenna’s Angels Foundation, a
member of the Ladies Auxiliary of
her church, and a company volun-
teer and office chairwoman with
The Sunshine Kids Foundation.

“Patty’s ‘can-do’ attitude and

passion for helping others is why
we have selected her for this year’s
award,” said Steve Janett, chief
operating officer for New Jersey
Properties. “She is a tireless vol-
unteer, giving of herself in numer-
ous ways through local organiza-
tions, regional and international
causes, and we are proud she is
part of our company.”

For more information about Patty
Bishop, buying or selling a home,
please contact  her at
patricia.bishop@bhhsnj.com or
(862) 703-0219. For more infor-
mation on Berkshire Hathaway
HomeServices New Jersey Prop-
erties and/or career opportunities,
please visit BHHSNJ.com.

Berkshire Hathaway
HomeServices New Jersey Prop-
erties is an independently owned
and operated real estate company
and affiliate member of the Berk-
shire Hathaway HomeServices net-
work. Serving northern and central
New Jersey with more than 800
sales associates in 19 offices, the
full-service residential and com-
mercial brokerage perennially
ranks among the nation’s top 100
brokerages for sales volume and
offers residential resale, new con-
struction, luxury collection, rental
and commercial properties as well
as relocation, mortgage, title and
home warranty services. For more
information, visit www.bhhsnj.com
or contact the corporate office in
Somerset, N.J., at 800-LIVE-IN-
NJ (800-548-3466).

Paid Bulletin Board
goleader.com/form/bulletin

Youngsters Can Enter
Bookmark Contest

CRANFORD — The Cranford
Public Library is hosting its first-ever
bookmark contest. Children in kin-
dergarten through grade 6 who live or
go to school in Cranford are invited to
submit original designs around “Li-
braries Rock,” this year’s musical
Summer Reading theme.

Seven winners will be selected and
their designs will be professionally
printed and distributed in the library
and schools. The contest will run
through Friday, May 25. For more
information or to enter the contest,
visit the Children’s Department desk
at the library.

This contest is made possible by a
grant from the Union County Board
of Chosen Freeholders. The Cranford
Public Library is located at 224 Wal-
nut Avenue.

Mountainside Seniors
Plan Casino Trip

MOUNTAINSIDE — The Senior
Citizens Club of Mountainside will
sponsor a bus trip to the Sands Casino
in Bethlehem, Pa., on Thursday, May
24. All are welcome.

The bus will depart at 10 a.m. sharp
from the Our Lady of Lourdes Ro-
man Catholic Church, located at 300
Central Avenue, Mountainside. Par-
ticipants will receive $20 credit and
are reminded to bring their player
card for slot games.

The cost of the trip is $32. Checks
should be made payable to “The Se-
nior Citizens Club of Mountainside.”
For further information or to RSVP,
call Eve Vitale at (908) 789-8568.

Retirees Announce
Installation Luncheon
MOUNTAINSIDE — The

Mountainside Active Retirees
(MAR) will hold their installation
luncheon on Wednesday, May 23, at
noon. It will take place at the Grille
Stone, located at 2377 Route 22,
Scotch Plains.

The menu includes a mixed green
salad or soup of the day, choice of herb
roasted chicken, roasted meatloaf, pan
roasted salmon or penne vodka, end-
ing with a warm fudge brownie or
sorbet, coffee, tea, sangria and wine.

The cost is $30 for members and
$35 for non-members. Checks should
be made payable to “MAR.” For fur-
ther information or to RSVP, call
Norma Huber at (908) 233-7653.

Utopia Salon & Day Spa Plans
Great Day For a Great Cause

Utopia Salon & Day Spa would cordially like to invite you to join us on May
6, 2018, from 3 p.m. to 7 p.m., for our  #REZOSISTERHOOD event, while we
raise money for Sarcoma Cancer Research! We have goodie bags, prizes, food,
music, and drinks! Tickets can be purchased at the door for $30. We look
forward to seeing you!

Paid Bulletin Board
goleader.com/form/bulletin

– Obituaries – Elizabeth M. Checchio, 93, Was
Longtime Resident of Westfield

Elizabeth M. Checchio

Elizabeth M. Checchio, 93, of
Westfield passed away peacefully
at home on Sunday, April 29, 2018,
surrounded by her loving family.
Born in Mount Pleas-
ant, N.Y., she came to
Westfield as a child
and has been a lifelong
resident.

Elizabeth was a
longtime member of
the Holy Trinity Ro-
man Catholic Church
in Westfield, where she
was a member of the
Senior Club. She also
was a former member
of Catholic Daughters.

Mrs. Checchio was
predeceased by her be-
loved husband, Fiore
J. Checchio, who died
in 2012; her grandson, Christopher
Rose, who died in 2017, and by her
brother, Thomas Colapietro, and
sister, Josephine Baldassarre. She
is survived by her children, Frank,
Gary and his wife, Diane, Joanna
Kielbasa and her fiancé, Andy Fa-
rina, and Diana Rose. She also will
be deeply missed by her grandchil-
dren,  Christ ina and Thomas

Checchio, Allison Wasserman and
her husband,  Jared,  Jeffrey
Checchio and his wife, Addy, John
Kielbasa, Richie Kielbasa and his

wife, Eleanor, Lenny
Kielbasa and his wife,
Jenifer, Kevin Kielbasa
and his wife, Ondra,
Nicole Rose, Jonathan
Rose and his wife,
Cristin, Laura Brengel
and her husband, Greg,
Bryan Rose and his
wife,  Kerri ,  and
Carolynn Rose, and her
12 great-grandchildren,
Rylee, Anthony, Lexy,
Kailyn, Hayley, Adam,
Samantha, Gregory Jr.,
Paige,  Alasondra,
Silvio and Brentley.

Visitation was at the
Dooley Colonial Funeral Home,
556 Westfield Avenue, Westfield.
A Mass of Christian Burial will be
offered today, Thursday, May 3, at
11 a.m., at the Holy Trinity Roman
Catholic Church in Westfield, fol-
lowed by entombment at Saint
Gertrude Cemetery in Colonia.

May 3, 2018

Mary Peyton, Had Been Area Resident;
Was Beloved Daughter and Sister

Mary T. Peyton, 59, formerly of
South Orange, N.J., passed away Sat-
urday, April 28, at Runnells Center
for Rehabilitation and Healthcare in
Berkeley Heights, N.J.

Mary had Down syndrome and
had lived in group homes for 30
years. She is a former resident of St.
Coletta of Jefferson, Wis., and
Bancroft Neurohealth in Marlton and
Voorhees, N.J. Mary enjoyed listen-
ing to music and dancing to Richard
Simmons videos. She was loved by
staff who cared for her.

She had been a parishioner for
many years at the Our Lady of Sor-
rows Church in South Orange.

Mary is predeceased by her par-

ents, Joseph and Audrey Peyton.
Mary is survived by three brothers,

Robert and his wife, Carole, of
Westfield, N.J.; Gerald and his wife,
Cindy, of Milford, N.J., and Paul of
Union, N.J.; and her nephews and
nieces, Brian, David and Kathryn,
Annie and Kristi.

A viewing will be held on Satur-
day, May 5, beginning at 8 a.m., at
Jacob A. Holle Funeral Home, 2122
Millburn Avenue, Maplewood, N.J.
A funeral mass will follow at 9:30
a.m. at the Our Lady of Sorrows
Church, 217 Prospect Street, South
Orange, N.J. Interment will be at
Mount Olivet Cemetery in Red Bank.

May 3, 2018

Karen Fahrion, 68
Loving Mother and Sister

Karen Fahrion, 68, passed away on
Wednesday, April 18, 2018, at
Hartwyck at Oak Tree Nursing Home
in Edison, N.J., from respiratory fail-
ure due to kidney failure.

Karen resided in the Westfield area
most of her life. She graduated from
Holy Trinity High School in 1968 and
Elizabeth Seton Junior College for
Women in 1970. Karen worked as a
department supervisor for local de-
partment stores including Sears and
Lord & Taylor.

Karen is survived by her sons,

Shaun, of Wilmington, N.C. and Ryan
of Denver, Colo. Also surviving is her
sister, Valerie Clayton; nephew, Tho-
mas, and niece, Mary.

The family’s heartfelt thanks go
out to the caregivers at Hartwyck at
Oak Tree Nursing Home, Fresenius
Dialysis in Colonia, On Time Trans-
port of Middlesex County, and JFK
Hospital in Edison.

Arrangements were by the Dooley
Colonial Funeral Home, 556
Westfield Avenue, Westfield.

May 3, 2018

Frank C. Froelich, 71, Had Served
Faithfully In U.S. Marine Corps

Rotary Event to Focus
On Cyberbullying

MOUNTAINSIDE — The
Mountainside Rotary Club will offer
a program on bullying next Thursday,
May 10, at 7 p.m. It will take place at
the Mountainside Public Library, lo-
cated at 1 Constitution Plaza. Detec-
tive-Sgt. Michael Hoose, an expert
on the topic, will be the presenter. His
program will enlighten attendees
about the problem and will focus on
cyberbullying.

This program is one of the many
endeavors by the Mountainside Ro-
tary Club to help make Mountainside
a better place to live. Other pro-
grams include scholarships for stu-
dents, dictionaries and thesauri for
students, repair of the bus stop by
borough hall and participation in the
Memorial Day Parade.

For information about joining the
Rotary Club, call President Rose
Sinisi at (908) 625-8308.

Frank Charles Froelich, 71, born
February 26, 1947, predeceased by
his beloved wife, Donna Lynn
Froelich, died in his home on Friday,
April 27, 2018.

Born and raised in Elizabeth, N.J.,
Frank served faithfully in the United
States Marine Corps, attaining the
rank of sergeant.

He is survived by his three daugh-
ters and two daughters-in-law.

In lieu of flowers, the family asks
that donations be made in his honor
to the American Liver Foundation.
The wake was held at Higgins and
Bonner Echo Lake Funeral Home in
Westfield on Monday, April 30. The
funeral service took place at the Holy
Trinity Roman Catholic Church in
Westfield on Tuesday, May 1.

May 3, 2018

Library to Be Site Of
Hypertension Clinic

SCOTCH PLAINS — The town-
ship nurse will be available at the
Scotch Plains Public Library for blood
pressure checks on Tuesday, May 8,
from 10 a.m. to noon. No registration
is required. The Scotch Plains Public
Library is located at 1927 Bartle Av-
enue, one block from Park Avenue in
the center of the township.

Edgar A. Roll, Dedicated Family Man;
Was Successful Executive and Golfer

Edgar Allan Roll of Warren, for-
merly of Westfield, Mountainside and
Basking Ridge, died peacefully on
Monday, April 30, 2018, surrounded
by his devoted children and grand-
children. He was born in Elizabeth,
N.J., on February 5, 1929, the only
child of Juanita and John Roll, and
grew up in Union, N.J.

Ed graduated from
The Pingry School in
Elizabeth, where he
formed and captained
their first golf team, and
was inducted into the
school’s Athletics Hall
of Fame in 2008. At
Syracuse University, he
majored in American
Studies, was a member
of Sigma Phi Epsilon
fraternity, and was cap-
tain of their golf team as
well. He married his
college sweetheart,
Lucille Krayenhof Roll,
in 1953.

Ed was a man of many interests. An
accomplished pianist, he was a life-
time enthusiast of classical music,
especially Gustav Mahler. His busi-
ness travels offered him the opportu-
nity to attend performances of every
major United States city’s orchestra.

By age 9, he was accompanying his
father to the golf course and soon
took up the sport himself. He quickly
distinguished himself and qualified
for numerous NJSGA Junior and
Amateur tournaments and state opens.
He competed on the Metropolitan
Golf Association circuit for many
years and was considered one of the
top golfers in the tri-state area. His
only hole-in-one was scored at Sub-
urban Golf Club, where he also held
the course record (66) for several
decades. Ed’s massive scrapbook,
started by his mother, was featured in
Met Golfer magazine and chronicled
his 70-plus-year career playing 205
courses across the country.

For over 40 years Ed and his family
were members of Echo Lake Country
Club, where he won two club champi-
onships and served on the Board of
Trustees and Greens Committee. He
also was club champion at
Maplewood Golf Club, N.J. and
Castle Shannon Golf Club, Pa.

Ed enjoyed a long and successful
career as a marketing and manage-
ment executive. He was Circulation
Sales Director and Board Member of

Dow Jones & Company, and was
appointed Executive Director of the
Dow Jones Open, a PGA tour event at
Upper Montclair Golf Club. Ed was
also President of the Advertising Re-
search Foundation and Senior Ac-
count Manager for Gallup and
Robinson, Inc. He was Chairman of

the Direct Marketing As-
sociation and served on
the Board of Trustees at
Elizabeth General Hos-
pital and the Alumni
Board of Trustees at The
Pingry School. When
semi-retired, he and Lu
worked together at
Coldwell Banker in
Westfield.

Ed and Lu were unwa-
vering Syracuse basket-
ball fans. They also en-
joyed traveling, concerts
at Lincoln Center, lecture
series, socializing, garden-
ing, spending time with

their family, and especially golf. Ed
was admired for his strength, honesty,
work ethic and positive outlook. He
loved to reflect on the richness and
diversity of his life’s experiences, and
considered himself truly blessed. His
family was immensely proud of him
and will carry his memory in their
hearts forever.

Ed was predeceased by his wife,
Lucille, on December 26, 2017. He is
survived by his children, Dorian Roll
(Charles Schweitzer), John Roll
(Paula), Marcia Reilly (James), and
Christina Mahoney (Jeffrey). He was
“Grandpa” to grandchildren Meredith
Porri (Daniel), Katherine Roll, Chris-
topher Reilly, Patrick Reilly, Brian
Reilly, Max Mahoney and Molly
Mahoney, and his great-granddaugh-
ter, Cecilia Rose Porri.

Visitation is Friday, May 4, 2018,
from 4 to 8 p.m., at Higgins and
Bonner Echo Lake Funeral Home
in Westfield. Interment at Saint
Gertrude Cemetery in Colonia is
private. In lieu of flowers, if you
would like to honor Ed’s memory,
please consider donating to The
Pingry Athletic Fund (Boys Varsity
Golf), c/o The Pingry School, 131
Martinsville Road, Basking Ridge,
N.J. 07920, or to The Men’s Bas-
ketball Head Coach’s Fund, c/o The
Athletic Association of Syracuse
University, 820 Comstock Avenue,
Syracuse, N.Y. 13244.

May 3, 2018

VFW Post 10122 Celebrates
50 Years of Service

SCOTCH PLAINS — Veterans
of Foreign Wars Post 10122 in
Scotch Plains celebrates 50 years
of serving the needs of local veter-
ans and their families on Monday,
May 28, for which the post has
been named the recipient of the
Golden Anniversary Award Cita-
tion in recognition of 50 years of
outstanding service to the commu-
nity.

Keith E. Harman, national com-
mander of the Veterans of Foreign
Wars of the United States, con-
gratulated all members of the post.

“I send my sincere thanks and
appreciation to the members of
VFW Post 10122 for their outstand-
ing record of service to the commu-
nity, veterans and to the nation over
the past 50 years,” Mr. Harman said.

The Veterans of Foreign Wars of
the United States is the nation’s
largest and oldest major war veter-
ans’ organization. Founded in 1899

Edgar Allan Roll

and chartered by Congress in 1936,
the VFW is comprised entirely of
eligible veterans and military ser-
vice members from the active,
Guard and Reserve forces. With
nearly 1.7 million VFW and Auxil-
iary members located in nearly
6,400 posts worldwide, the non-
profit veterans’ service organiza-
tion has as its motto “No One Does
More For Veterans.”

The VFW is dedicated to veter-
ans’ service, legislative advocacy
and military and community ser-
vice programs. For more informa-
tion or to join, visit vfw.org.

ways filled to capacity. This program
is free and open to Westfield Memo-
rial Library and MURAL cardholders.
MURAL cardholders belong to the
43 libraries that are part of the
Middlesex Union Reciprocal Agree-
ment Libraries. Individuals are ad-
vised to check the Westfield Memo-
rial Library website, wmlnj.org, to
see if their library is a MURAL par-
ticipant. To register for the jazz pro-
gram, visit wmlnj.org and click on the
Online Calendar, or call (908) 789-
4090, option 0.

Westfield Memorial Library hours
are 9:30 a.m. to 9 p.m., Monday
through Thursday; 9:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.,
Friday and Saturday, and 1 to 5 p.m. on
Sunday.

For more information about library
programs and services, call (908) 789-
4090, visit wmlnj.org and sign up for
the monthly e-newsletter, “Library
Loop,” or stop by the library for a copy
of its award-winning, quarterly news-
letter, “Take Note.”
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GOOD FRIDAY BENEFIT...Msgr. John M. Walsh Council No. 5437 of the
Knights of Columbus held a benefit Fish Fry on Good Friday, March 30. Grand
Knight Mike Collings, right, and Treasurer Tom Karmol, left, present Msgr.
Ron Marczewski, pastor of the Church of St. Anne in Garwood and chaplain of
the Council, with a check for the proceeds of the event, to benefit the parish
community at St. Anne.

Caregivers Meeting
Set Monday Evening
WESTFIELD — A support group

for those caring for elderly or chroni-
cally ill loved ones will meet on
Monday, May 7. This group meets
on the first non-holiday Monday of
each month, at 7:30 p.m., in the par-
ish center of St. Helen’s Roman
Catholic Church on Lamberts Mill
Road in Westfield.

These are information and sharing
sessions. For more information, call
Marilyn Ryan at (908) 233-8757.

Geranium-Plant Sale Kicks
Off Today at Hetfield House
MOUNTAINSIDE — The

Mountainside Historic Committee’s
annual geranium and plant sale is set
for Thursday, Friday, Saturday and
Sunday, May 3 through 6, at the
Deacon Andrew Hetfield House,
from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. each day while
supplies last.

Proceeds support the fund-rais-
ing efforts of the Mountainside Res-
toration Committee, also known as
the Mountainside Historic Commit-
tee, including restoration of the Levi
Cory House and Hetfield House.

“This year we will have a variety
of geranium colors to satisfy every

taste with a beautiful selection of
hanging baskets,” said Ruth Goense,
Historic Restoration Committee
vice-chairperson and plant sale or-
ganizer. “We will also have some
smaller flowering plants. There’ll be
something for everyone, especially
for Mother’s Day gifts.”

Each plant is hand-picked by the
committee’s garden experts, who visit
the grower and select only the best
plants for this sale.

The Deacon Andrew Hetfield
House is located at Constitution Plaza
(Watchung Avenue, off Birch Hill
Road), adjacent to the Mountainside
Public Library. The Mountainside
Restoration Committee is a commit-
tee of volunteers affiliated with the
Borough of Mountainside whose pur-
pose is to restore and maintain the
Deacon Andrew Hetfield House and
Levi Cory House and to collect and
save historic information and items
from destruction. For further infor-
mation, call (908) 789-9420 or go to
mountainsidehistory.org.

SPRING BLOOMS...Hundreds of geraniums and other plants are ready for the
sale at Mountainside’s Deacon Andrew Hetfield House. The plant sale will be held
from Thursday, May 3, through Sunday, May 6, from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. each day,
while supplies last.

Training to Be Provided In
Mental Health First Aid

WESTFIELD — Caring Contact,
a crisis hotline that serves Northern
and Central New Jersey, will offer
Mental Health First Aid Training in
Westfield this month. Attendees will
learn the risk factors, warning signs
and symptoms for a range of mental
health problems and what to do when
they encounter a person in mental
health crisis.

The training is described as ideal
for first responders, educators,
clergy, leaders of community groups
and business professionals as well
as for families with loved ones suf-
fering from mental illness or mental
health issues.

The eight-hour course will be pre-
sented in two, four-hour sessions on
consecutive Tuesdays, May 15 and
May 22, from 6 to 10 p.m. each
evening. It will take place at The
Presbyterian Church in Westfield,
located at 140 Mountain Avenue.

“Too often we think mental ill-
ness applies only to those with seri-
ous issues; for example, someone
who is exhibiting easily recogniz-
able symptoms or someone under a
physician’s care,” said Janet Sarkos,
Caring Contact executive director.

“But people experiencing mental
health issues are all around us, per-
haps among our friends and neigh-
bors, co-workers, classmates or even
within our own family. Yet too many
of us are not trained to recognize
the signs and offer help. This train-
ing enables you to do that.”

The value for the course is $150.
Caring Contact is offering the train-
ing for $75. To learn more or to reg-
ister, visit caringcontact.org/training-
registration/ or call (908) 301-1899.

Caring Contact is an award-win-
ning, volunteer-staffed caring and
crisis hotline providing active lis-
tening support and best-in-class edu-
cation to the Central and Northern
New Jersey community. Listeners
serve those in emotional distress
and educate communities about the
power of personal connection. Car-
ing Contact is affiliated with CON-
TACT USA, the National Suicide
Prevention Lifeline and the Ameri-
can Association of Suicidology.
Anyone in crisis and in need of
someone to listen is urged to call
Caring Contact at (908) 232-
2880.To learn more, visit
caringcontact.org.

Genealogical Soc. to Learn
About Civil War Archives

WESTFIELD — The Genealogi-
cal Society of the West Fields invites
the public to join Catherine Stearns
Medich at its meeting next Thursday,
May 10. Ms. Medich will speak on
resources relating to the Civil War
held by the New Jersey State Ar-
chives. This will include regimental
records, muster rolls, payments to
support the war effort, and photo-
graphs. The meeting, beginning at 1
p.m., will be held at the Westfield
Memorial Library, located at 550 East
Broad Street.

Ms. Medich is a reference archivist
with the New Jersey State Archives
with 20 years of public service. She is
integral in managing the reference

section of the Archives and assisting
users with the many, varied collec-
tions maintained at the State Archives.
Ms. Medich has particular knowl-
edge of the military collections, in-
cluding the state’s Civil War collec-
tions and the New Jersey State Militia
records, which she also was respon-
sible for processing and organizing.

Ms. Medich is a frequent guest
speaker at local genealogical confer-
ences and clubs, where she reviews
and explains the types of records held
at the New Jersey State Archives and
how to access them.

A graduate of Dickinson Univer-
sity with a bachelor’s degree in his-
tory, Ms. Medich also holds two
master’s degrees from Rutgers Uni-
versity, in art history and library ser-
vice. Light refreshments will follow
the meeting.

GREEN THUMBS...Members of the Garden Club of Westfield plant personal
herb gardens April 18 at Dreyer Farms in Cranford. Pictured, from left to right,
are: Margaret Allen, Elaine Puma, Mary Lou Stevens, Merrilyn Crane and
Cathleen LaMond.

Miller-Cory Museum Plans
Mother’s Day Craft, Tours

WESTFIELD — The Miller-Cory
House Museum will present
“Mother’s Day Craft and House
Tours” this Sunday, May 6, between
2 and 4 p.m. The museum is located at
614 Mountain Avenue, Westfield.

Children will be able to make a
colorful bouquet of festive paper
flowers for that special someone.
Volunteers will be available to guide
visitors through the fully-furnished,
pre-revolutionary farmhouse, built
in 1740. Members of the Cooking
Committee will demonstrate authen-
tic 18th-century open-hearth cook-
ing using colonial-era recipes and
techniques. The craft is appropriate
for ages 6 through elementary school.

Admission is $4 for visitors age 13
and older, $3 for ages 3 to 12, and free
for those under age 3. No reserva-
tions are required; however, the mu-
seum requests that groups of 10 or
larger call in advance to arrange a
specific time for visiting.

Upcoming Sunday programs include
“The History of Silhouettes and Craft
for Children” on May 20, and the last
program of the museum’s season,
“Father’s Day Craft and House Tours,”
on June 3. The museum’s annual “Aunt
Carrie’s Attic Sale” is scheduled for
Saturday, May 26, from 9 a.m. to 2
p.m., rain or shine. The public is
invited to attend the sale and to do-

nate items such as housewares, books
(excluding textbooks), linens, toys,
bric-a-brac or small furniture pieces
for the sale. The museum is not ac-
cepting clothing or electronics. Indi-
viduals may call the museum in ad-
vance to arrange drop-off of items.

For more information, call the mu-
seum office weekday mornings at (908)
232-1776 or e-mail
millercorymuseum@gmail.com. The
website is millercoryhouse.org. De-
tails on all programs also may be found
on the museum’s Facebook page.

Wine Tasting-Auctions To
Benefit Center For Hope

WESTFIELD/SCOTCH PLAINS
— The Center for Hope Hospice and
Palliative Care Auxiliary is prepar-
ing for its Annual Wine Tasting, with
both a silent and live auction, to be
held on Sunday, May 20. The event
will take place from 1 to 4 p.m. at 16
Prospect Wine Bar and Bistro, lo-
cated at 16 Prospect Street,
Westfield. Tickets are $50 and can
be purchased by calling Helga at
(908) 889-6287 or by visiting the
Center for Hope website at cfhh.org.

As in years past, guests will be treated
to passed hors d’oeuvres and glasses
of various wines. The live auction will
include items such as Yankees tickets,
rounds of golf for four, a stay in a
Florida condominium, a signed Jets
football and a hot-air balloon ride. A
silent auction will highlight wine bas-
kets, local restaurant gift certificates,
electronics, a craft beer basket and
many other items.

The profits from the event go di-
rectly to support the Center for Hope
Hospice and Palliative Care. A not-
for-profit organization located in
Scotch Plains, the Center provides
loving care for terminally ill pa-
tients and their families along with
palliative care for patients with
chronic conditions. This care is pro-
vided at two resident facilities in

Elizabeth and Scotch Plains. Home
care also is available for patients
who prefer to remain in their own
home. Services are given regard-
less of a patient’s financial situa-
tion, age, race, religion or ethnicity.

Each year the Auxiliary supports
the Center through various fund-rais-
ing events and its thrift store, The
Hope Chest, located at 26 Prospect
Street, Westfield. The Hope Chest
accepts donations of gently-used
men’s and women’s clothing, shoes,
books, housewares and artwork. The
Auxiliary always welcomes new
members. For membership informa-
tion, visit or call The Hope Chest at
(908) 233-9973.

FUMC to Host Event
About Bangladesh

SCOTCH PLAINS — The First
United Methodist Church of Scotch
Plains will host “Reflections on
Bangladesh – A World Vision Jour-
ney” on Saturday, May 12, at 3 p.m.
The speaker will be Jim Naugle, a
volunteer Child Ambassador for
World Vision.

Jim recently returned from a “Vi-
sion Trip” to Bangladesh and will
share information about Bangladesh
and World Vision’s work in that coun-
try. World Vision is a non-profit Chris-
tian humanitarian organization that
serves the world’s poorest, most vul-
nerable children in about 100 coun-
tries throughout the world.

By tackling the causes of poverty
and injustice, World Vision strives to
break the cycle of extreme poverty
and nurture independent, self-sustain-
ing communities.

The First United Methodist
Church of Scotch Plains is located
at 1171 Terrill Road. Refreshments
will be served.

Refugee Assistance Partners
To Receive Unity Award

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Union
County Human Relations Commis-
sion has selected Refugee Assistance
Partners (RAP) of New Jersey to
receive its 2018 Unity Award for
Achievement by a Faith-Based Or-
ganization.

The award honors ordinary indi-
viduals and organizations who do
extraordinary things on behalf of
people of Union County, recogniz-
ing their programs, services, activi-
ties and efforts to foster human rights
and relations; to eradicate bias, preju-
dice and hate; to promote, advance
and celebrate the rich cultural diver-
sity of the Union County commu-
nity, and to touch lives in simple
ways with profound impact.

RAP is a non-denominational orga-
nization based in Scotch Plains. It is a
partnership of religious communities
and non-affiliated individuals con-
cerned for the plight of refugees who
have been resettled in Union County.

RAP members share their talents,
commitment and good will with
newly-arrived and settled families.
They work closely with other volun-
tary organizations and professional
agencies to provide the most com-
prehensive support possible. Further,
they work to dispel unfounded fear
and distrust of refugees by distribut-
ing truthful and accurate informa-
tion and sharing experiences.

Assisting refugees with acclima-
tion may include English-language
training, rudimentary schooling,
driving to appointments, job train-
ing and employment opportunities
and finding suitable housing, as well

as other challenges that arise for
RAP clients. RAP is a 501(c)(3) pub-
lic charity.

RAP President Jill Segulin will
accept the award during a presenta-
tion Monday, May 7, at Kean Univer-
sity in Union. Other officers are Co-
Vice-Presidents Anne Goetz and Can-
tor Darcie Sharlein, Treasurer Neveen
Abou-Gharbia and Secretary John
Otchy. More information can be found
at refugeeassistancepartnersnj.org.

LAW OFFICES OF
ROBERT G. STAHL, LLC

MOTOR VEHICLE TICKETS • DWI • DRUGS IN CAR
STATE AND MUNICIPAL CRIMINAL COURT MATTERS -

CALL US TO SPEAK WITH OUR TEAM OF
FORMER PROSECUTORS WHO CAN HELP.

CERTIFIED CRIMINAL TRIAL ATTORNEY

220 St. Paul Street, Westfield, NJ
908.301.9001 • www.stahlesq.com

SAT Practice Test
Available at Library
SCOTCH PLAINS — Above

Grade Level of Union County will
offer a free proctored SAT Practice
Test at the Scotch Plains Public Li-
brary on Saturday, May 12, at 9:15
a.m. This test is being provided as a
community service with no obliga-
tion or solicitation.

Advance registration is required
for this test and space is limited. To
register or for more information,
contact Above Grade Level directly
at (908) 889-6396 or
gswitsky@abovegradelevel.com.

Registered test-takers should bring
pencils, erasers, a test-approved cal-
culator and a snack/drink (if desired,
during the break).

The Scotch Plains Public Library
is located at 1927 Bartle Avenue, one
block from Park Avenue in the center
of the township.

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD

ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

In accordance with the ordinances of the
Township of Cranford, and the statutes of
the State of New Jersey, Notice is hereby
served upon you that an application for
development, Application No. ZBA-18-004
to be located in Zone: R-3, on the premises
known as 27 Windsor Place, Cranford,
New Jersey 07016, Block No. 252, Lot No.
10, has been submitted by: Charles Shaw
of 27 Windsor Place, Cranford, New Jer-
sey 07016.

The proposed development involves and
requires the granting of relief from the
following requirements of the ordinance so
as to permit: It is our intent to build a 12 foot
x 22.8 foot dining room off the kitchen in the
back of the house. We are requesting a 3
foot variance for this dining room and any
additional relief that may be required from
the board.

The Zoning Board will conduct a public
hearing on this matter on May 14, 2018 at
8:15 p.m. in Room 107 of the Cranford
Township Municipal Building, 8 Spring-
field Avenue, Cranford, New Jersey. Any
person or persons affected by this applica-
tion will have an opportunity to present any
objections to the proposed development.
The Board does, however, have the right
to exclude repetitious testimony.

All documents relating to this application
may be inspected by the public Monday
through Friday between the hours of 8:00
a.m. and 4:00 p.m. in the Planning/Zoning
Department, Cranford Township Munici-
pal Building, 8 Springfield Avenue,
Cranford, New Jersey.

Applicant:
Charles Shaw

27 Windsor Place
Cranford, New Jersey 07016

1 T - 5/3/18, The Leader Fee: $37.23

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF GARWOOD

TAKE NOTICE THAT THE MAYOR AND
COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF
GARWOOD WILL HOLD A SPECIAL
MEETING TO CONDUCT STUDENTS IN
GOVERNMENT NIGHT WHEN STU-
DENTS TAKE ON THE ROLE OF THE
MAYOR AND COUNCIL.

THE MEETING WILL BE HELD ON
TUESDAY, MAY 15, 2018, AT 6:00 P.M.,
COUNCIL CHAMBERS, MUNICIPAL
BUILDING, 403 SOUTH AVENUE,
GARWOOD, NEW JERSEY.

THIS IS A MOCK MEETING, NO BUSI-
NESS WILL BE TRANSACTED AND NO
ACTION WILL BE TAKEN.

CHRISTINA M. ARIEMMA, RMC
MUNICIPAL CLERK

1 T - 5/3/18, The Leader Fee: $17.34

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

PLANNING BOARD

Please take notice that on March 23,
2018 at 7:30 PM at the Fanwood Borough
Hall, located at 75 North Martine Avenue,
Fanwood, New Jersey, the Planning Board
will hold a hearing on the application of the
undersigned. The property in question is
located at: 165 Vinton Circle, Fanwood,
New Jersey, also known as Block 118 Lot
22, as shown on the Fanwood Tax Map,
owned by Marc and Margaret Chelnik.

The applicant requests addition and
renovation to existing single family resi-
dence. Variance required for proposed
five foot side yard setback for 2-story side/
front addition to accommodate 2-car ga-
rage. Second floor addition to the front of
the property is to be built over existing 1st
floor garage footprint below. New family
room addition proposed in rear yard with
new masonry patio and wood deck. New
open, covered porch at the front entry.
New 3rd floor dormer on front facade.
Modifications to existing asphalt driveway.
Existing shed at rear yard to be removed
which is in violation of:

Section 184-115(E5) of the Fanwood
Land Use Code. Variance Requested: Side
Yard Setback; Permitted: Minimum 9 feet
(13%); Present: 16.8 feet; Proposed: 5
feet.

Section 184-115(E2) of the Fanwood
Land Use Code. Variance Requested: Lot
Width; Permitted: 75.00; Present: 70.01;
Proposed: 70.01.

The applicant will also seek such other
relief as may be determined necessary at
the public hearing based upon review of
the application or amendment(s) to the
application.

The file pertaining to this application is
available for public inspection during nor-
mal business hours (8 AM - 4 PM, Monday
through Friday) from the Secretary of the
Planning Board at the Administration Of-
fice of the Borough of Fanwood at 75 North
Martine Avenue, Fanwood, New Jersey.

Any interested party may appear at said
hearing and participate therein in accor-
dance with the rules of the Fanwood Plan-
ning Board.

Applicant:
Marc Chelnik

165 Vinton Circle
Fanwood, New Jersey 07023

Attorney for Applicant:
Michael S. Doran, Esq.
959 S. Springfield Ave
Springfield, New Jersey 07081
1 T - 5/3/18, The Times Fee: $51.00

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

PLANNING BOARD

TAKE NOTICE, that on Monday, April 9,
2018, the Planning Board of the Township
of Scotch Plains, Union County, New Jer-
sey, approved New Cingular Wireless,
PCS, LLC (AT&T) for twelve (12) month
extensions of time for prior approvals to
temporarily locate its wireless communi-
cation facilities at 1610 Raritan Road, Block
14001, Lot 1, R-1 Residential Zone
(“Ashbrook Nursing Home Site”), and 1371
Terrill Road, Block 12001, Lots 4, 5, 6 & 7,
R-1 Residential Zone (“Parker Greenhouse
Site”).  The Resolutions memorializing said
approvals were duly presented and
adopted by the Planning Board at its regu-
larly scheduled meeting on April 23, 2018,
confirming the addition of T-Mobile North-
east, LLC (“T-Mobile”) as an applicant who
benefits from the approvals and exten-
sions.  A copy of said Resolutions have
been filed in the office of the Planning
Board and/or the office of the municipal
clerk and are available for public inspec-
tion.

Shannon Rapant
Land Use Secretary

1 T - 5/3/18, The Times Fee: $25.50

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

PLANNING BOARD

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that the
Planning Board of the Township of Scotch
Plains will hold a public hearing on May
14, 2018, at 7:30 p.m., at the Municipal
Building, 430 Park Avenue, First Floor
Council Chambers to consider the appli-
cation of 2590 Route 22, LLC who is seek-
ing Preliminary and Final Site Plan ap-
proval for property located at 2586 & 2590
Route 22, Block 4703, Lots 1 and 2, B-3
Highway Business Zone. The Applicant
proposes to merge Lots 1 and 2 into a
single Lot 1.01, demolish an existing two-
story masonry building on Lot 1, remove
an existing garage and existing pavement
(in various locations), renovate an existing
one-story brick building for appliance sales
and showroom, and inventory storage, and
repair or replace the existing free-standing
sign with a conforming free-standing sign
at about the same location. Variances are
required for failing to provide the total
number of required parking spaces (30 are
required, and 27 are proposed), minimum
required front yard, side yard and rear yard
set-backs (pre-existing, non-conforming
conditions), and proposing some parking
spaces in the front yard setback area. The
Applicant will seek any other variances
that are deemed to be necessary at the
time of the hearing, including any waivers,
exceptions, interpretations and other relief
necessary to allow the Applicant’s pro-
posed use of the property, such relief will
be considered at the time for the hearing.

The application, plans and related pa-
pers are on file in the Office of the Planning
Board and are available for inspection
during regular office hours (Monday
through Friday, 8:30 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.).

All interested persons may be present
and be heard at said hearing in accor-
dance with the rules of the Planning Board.

Shannon Rapant
Secretary to the Planning Board

1 T - 5/3/18, The Times Fee: $40.80

PUBLIC NOTICE
SCOTCH PLAINS-FANWOOD

BOARD OF EDUCATION
512 CEDAR STREET

SCOTCH PLAINS, NEW JERSEY   07076

ANNOUNCES
CANDIDACY INFORMATION

April 30 - The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
School District has announced it has infor-
mation available for citizens interested in
running for a vacant seat on the board of
education.

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of
Education will have three 3-year terms
open for Scotch Plains in the November
2018 Annual School Election, Mrs.
Saridaki, spokesperson for the school
board, announced today.

Candidates must file a nominating peti-
tion with the Office of the Union County
Clerk located at 2 Broad Street, Room 113
in Elizabeth to get their name on the ballot
for the Annual School Election. The cur-
rent deadline to submit the nominating
petition is Monday, July 30, 2018 be-
fore 4:00 pm. The election is scheduled
for Tuesday, November 6, 2018.

Prospective school board candidates can
download candidate information from the
New Jersey Boards Association’s website
at NJSBA School Board Candidate Kit.
The School Board Candidate Kit includes
information about nominating petitions,
legal qualifications for school board candi-
dacy, and the role of the school board
member. Information about the New Jer-
sey School Ethics Act and important dates
in the school election process are also
included.

On March 31, 2014, a temporary injunc-
tion was issued and summarized as fol-
lows:

* the circulator for nomination petitions is
not required to be a registered voter or
resident of the jurisdiction, however, such
circulator is required to be “voter eligible”,
meaning he or she satisfies the age, citi-
zenship and in-state residency require-
ments.

Please be advised that any person re-
questing information on becoming a School
Board Candidate may go to the County
Clerk’s website at www.ucnj.org/county-
clerk/.

CONTACT: Deborah S. Saridaki
Business Administrator

Board Secretary
1 T - 5/3/18, The Times Fee: $48.45

Legal Advertising
MORE IN BACK SECTION
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Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor agents and are not employees of the Company. ©2018 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker Logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.

209 Central Avenue, Westfield
Office: 908-233-5555

FRANK D. ISOLDI
Broker/Sales Associate

Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage

     FRANKDISOLDI
FRANKISOLDI@GMAIL.COM

CELL: 908-787-5990
THEISOLDICOLLECTION.COM

"HIRING THE TOP AGENT ISN'T EXPENSIVE - IT'S PRICELESS."

The Proven Professional
Long-term success in the real estate profession is
reserved for the select few who consistently deliver
value to their clients. With unparalleled dignity and
grace, Hye-Young Choi continues to provide an
inspired level of service and outstanding results.

Hye-Young Choi
Sales Associate

Top 1% of all Coldwell Banker Agents Nationwide

#1 REALTOR, Westfield East Office, Total Production 11 Consecutive Years!

Email:  hyeyoungchoi1@gmail.com
Direct:  (908) 301-2015
Cell:  (908) 938-9248

Westfield East Office: 209 Central Avenue, Westfield, NJ 07090 • (908) 233-5555

ColdwellBankerHomes.com
©2018 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act.

Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker® and the Coldwell Banker logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.

VALL-LLOBERA 3-RUN HOMER, LERIE 2B; McGEE 2B, 1B

Blue Devils Go Long in Sixth,
Survive Cougar Comeback, 8-7

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Three insurance runs in the bottom
of the sixth inning appeared to be
enough security for the Westfield High
School baseball team in it’s second
showdown with the Cranford Cou-
gars at Bob Brewster, Sr. Field in
Westfield on April 26. But the 8-4
lead was barely enough as the Cou-
gars with a never give up attitude,

came storming back in the top of the
seventh with three runs of their own
and had a runner on first with one out
until relief pitcher Mike Carlone struck
out the final two batters for an 8-7
victory.

Both starting pitchers did experi-
ence control difficulties. Cougar pitcher
Kevin Donovan, who pitched into the
sixth inning until he was relieved by
Jack McAleavey, walked six batters

— one intentionally —, hit a batter and
allowed nine hits, while striking out
four. Blue Devil starter Tyler Hoffman
pitched four innings, walked four bat-
ters, hit one batter, struck out three and
allowed four hits and four runs. Dan
Russo tossed the scoreless fifth and
sixth innings, yielding just a double to
Jake DeClerico and walking none,
while striking out two.

GALE 3-3, 3 RUNS; RAMOS 2-2, 2 RBI; DiNIZO 2-3, 2 RUNS

Raiders Down Cardinals, 11-6
In UCT 1st Round Baseball

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Each end of the second-seeded
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
baseball team’s lineup made the most
noise with the metal bats in its Union
County Tournament (UCT) opening
round game with the visiting 15th-
seeded Plainfield Cardinals on April
28. The front three in the Raiders’
lineup provided seven of their 12 hits
plus five runs and the No. 8 and 9
hitters provided three hits and four
runs in an 11-6 victory.

Leadoff hitter Willy Gale went 3-
for-3 with a walk, two RBI and scored
three times and No. 2 hitter Jon Ramos
singled twice, had two RBI and scored

once. Pat Downing followed with two
singles and a run scored. On the bot-
tom side of the lineup Angelo DiNizo
rapped a pair of singles, walked once,
scored twice and had an RBI. Josh
Canavan doubled, walked and scored
twice.

Danny Wilkinson pitched the first
three innings for the 11-4 Raiders,
allowing one run on two hits, a hit
batter and two walks, while striking
out six. Nick Merkel pitched the next
three innings well, walking two and
allowing just a solo home run to Skylar
Frye in the fifth, while striking out
two batters.

“Merkel’s been pretty good at the
bullpen. He’s been a good go-to guy.

I’ve gotten more out of him than I
expected to, especially after the first
inning. First inning he wasn’t getting
ahead of the hitters. Fifth and sixth he
was getting ahead and his curveball
was biting pretty good. That was big
to be able to have him come in and
hold it down,” Raider Head Coach
Joe Higgins said.

“He did alright in the beginning but
did great. He hit spots and he has a
pretty good curveball too,” Gale
added.

“Nick has been doing a good job.
He’s been throwing strikes, which is
what we really needed. We didn’t
need anyone like blowing kids by. We

SCHWERDTFEGER 3 HITS, DOLAN STRONG ON MOUND

Softball Cougars Barely Halt
Blue Devils’ Surge in 7th, 4-3

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Nerves were on the very edge in the
bottom of the seventh inning during
the second softball meeting between
the Cranford Cougars and the
Westfield Blue Devils in Westfield on
April 24. After being shut out for six
innings and trailing 4-0, the Blue
Devils plated three runs and had the
bases loaded with two outs but start-
ing pitcher Brenna Dolan took sev-
eral big breaths then managed to come
up with a strikeout to preserve a 4-3
victory for the Cougars.

The situation in the Westfield sev-
enth began with a leadoff single from
Rachel Rothenberg (2-for-3) then

Dolan ricocheted a pitch off Natalie
Patterson’s helmet. After Dolan re-
corded a pair of strikeouts, Erica
Lawrence (2 hits) ripped a hot grounder
off shortstop Elizabeth McCaffery’s
glove as Rothenberg scored. Gen
Howell’s spinning infield hit scored
Patterson then Bridget Hyland (2-for-
2) slapped an RBI single just behind
the third baseman. After a conference
at the mound, Dolan hit the next batter
(Ally Gulla) to load the bases then
recorded her third strikeout of the in-
ning to end the game.

“It was important that we all remained
calm. They got a little rinky-dinky hit
and that’s the worst because you can’t
do anything about it but it does get

runners on base. Keeping Brenna calm,
keeping the team calm when they had
the bases loaded and a full count was
very, very important,” Cougar catcher
Erin Schwerdtfeger expressed.

The 4-5 Cougars only had five hits
but jumped on Blue Devil freshman
starting pitcher Michaela Hopson
immediatley with three runs in the top
of the first inning and it began with a
walk and two wild pitches that al-
lowed leadoff hitter Elizabeth
McCaffery to reach third base.
Schwerdtfeger, who went 3-for-4, beat
out an infield RBI single then Sarah
Gluck (2 runs scored) was hit-by-a-
pitch. After Dolan hit into a force out,

CONTINUED ON PAGE 13

CONTINUED ON PAGE 13

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GETTING HOME SAFELY...Courtesy runner Jack Jarosz slides in for the Cougars’ second run in the third inning as Blue
Devil catcher Mike Charlton prepares to get the throw in Westfield on April 26. The Blue Devils nipped the Cougars, 8-7.

more photos at goleader.com
Ballyhoo Sports

more photos at goleader.com Ballyhoo Sports

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

STIRRING UP THE DIRT AT HOME...Raider Pat Downey, No. 24, stirs up a lot of dirt when he comes sliding home safely
in the first inning during the Union County Tournament game with Plainfield. The Raiders defeated the Cardinals, 11-6.

Blue Devils Sweep UCT Tennis
Story on Finals – May 10 Issue
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WESTFIELD EAST OFFICE • 209 CENTRAL AVENUE  • (908) 233-5555

Jean Marie Morgan
Sales Associate, International President's Elite

2017 NJ Realtors® Circle of Excellence
Sales Award® Platinum

Top 1% of Sales Associates Nationwide

Direct Line: 908-279-4441

OPEN HOUSE: Sunday, May 6th • 1-4PM
742 Castleman Drive, Westfield • Offered at $849,000

NEW LISTING
402 Lenox Avenue, Westfield • Offered for $1,375,000

Meticulous, beautifully updated 3 bedroom colonial with
a fabulous yard in the Washington School district!

Stunning 5 bedroom Arts & Crafts style home with
a spacious floor plan just steps away from Downtown Westfield!

WORNOW 5 GOALS, BOND 3 GOALS, COSTANZO 2 GOALS

Blue Devil Boys Rally to Topple
Raiders in Lacrosse Clash, 11-6

By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Jake Wornow scored five goals and
Nicky Bond chipped in three goals
with one assist to help rally the
Westfield High School boys lacrosse
team to an 11-6 win over Scotch
Plains-Fanwood on April 26 in Scotch
Plains. Westfield recovered from a 4-
1 deficit early in the second period
and scored nine straight goals to pull
away from the Raiders.

The Raiders (6-4) came out flying
and drew first blood with a goal by
Aidan Guma at 9:18. Seconds later,
after winning the faceoff, Noah
Costanzo increased the lead to 2-0.
The Blue Devils answered with a goal
by Wornow to cut it to 2-1 at 5:44.

Scotch Plains-Fanwood kept up the
pressure though and senior Jack Brady
scored on a nice move to make it 3-1
with 1:19 left in the first period. Brady
came out from behind the net, abruptly
reversed direction and delivered the
ball into the corner of the net. The
trend continued into the early part of
the second period as Costanzo scored
his second goal courtesy of an assist
by Anthony Porter.

“We were moving without the ball
and finding the open men,” said Raider
Head Coach Nick Miceli. “We were
winning the 50/50 battles on ground
balls. In the second half we did none
of that. I don’t think it was anything
strategic that Westfield did to change
the game. I just think they started to
play better and we didn’t up our game
or even maintain our level of play
from the first half. Lacrosse is all
about possession. You don’t possess
the ball, you are not going to win.”

With a healthy 4-1 lead, the Raiders
were well positioned to come up with
a signature victory against their bor-
der rival. But the Blue Devils were
just about to wake up. Westfield would
go on a 9-0 run that would last into the
fourth quarter.

First up was Matthew Rittendale,
who potted one in the back of the net
to cut the lead to 4-2 with 8:48 to go
in the half. Westfield took quick ad-
vantage of a Raider mistake as Brady
was called for unsportsmanlike con-
duct, giving Westfield a two-man ad-
vantage over the next 40 seconds.
Wornow scored his second goal on an
assist by Bond making it 4-3 with

7:54 left in the half. Jake Engelke tied
the game with a goal at the 5:30 mark.
The game would go into the break
tied at 4-4.

“On offense we started to play more
as a team in the second period,” said
Wornow. “All of the attackmen were
involved with making assists, which
showed that we were moving the ball
better and unselfishly.”

Westfield (5-4) took the lead on a
goal by Bond just over a minute into
the third period.

“I got a nice ride on the play,” said
Bond, who will play for Princeton
next year. “I got forced to my right
and ended up ahead of the defender.
Ritt (Matthew Rittendale) got me the
ball and the defender was right be-
hind me bumping me all the way. I
took the shot as I was falling and was
fortunate to get it into the back of the
net.”

Just about a minute later, Wornow
extended the lead to 6-4 when he
crossed in front of the net and fired a
shot home. Rittendale notched his
second goal of the game, scoring on
an overhand shot at 6:52 to give the

“Their first threw a good game.
Unfortunately when we were pitch-
ing the ball, we threw a couple of
walks. You can’t do that to a Westfield
baseball team. They capitalized on
the walks. We gave them too many
chances and unfortunately it cost us
the ball game,” Cougar Head Coach
Dennis McCaffery said.

The insurance gathering sixth in-
ning began with the Blue Devils cling-
ing to a 5-4 lead. Jake Lerie, one of
“The Two Jakes”, slashed a leadoff
double to right field. Chris Wagner
reached safely on a throwing error
then Jake Vall-Llobera stepped up
and bashed a three-run home run over
the right field fence. With no one out,
McEleavey got Mike Knapp to hit
into a second-to-first double play then
struck out the next batter.

As to his double, Lerie de-
scribed, “He was working me away
the entire day. I was ahead in the
count. He kept throwing me
fastballs when he was behind. It
was 2-0 and he just left one a little
middle away. I dropped back on it
and drove it to right field and the
big man [Vall-Llobera] did the
rest.”

As to his home run, Vall-Llobera
recalled, “He threw me the same
pitch twice in a row. The first time it
got a little inside on me and I fouled
it off. I was a little out in front of it
and I could hear the dugout my
friends over on the sidelines chirp-
ing at me. Then he threw it again
over the middle and I took it.”

Just six days before, Lerie had
the winning RBI single in the eighth
inning to lift the Blue Devils past
Colonia, 12-11.

“It felt pretty good, especially
since they walked Matt [McIntyre]
and I felt a little disrespected be-
cause someone gets intentionally
walked to let you hit. It was a big
spot and I was really glad that I
could come up big,” Lerie said.

Vall-Llobera, who also drilled a
hard smash to third that allowed
Blue Devils Mike Charlton and
McIntyre to score in the fourth in-
ning, has been on a hard-hitting streak
recently, so it would be just a matter
of time until one cleared the fence.

“I am not just hitting line drives
gap-to-gap. I hit one in a scrimmage
but there hasn’t been one all season. It
was the first time I got good air under
it and it felt good,” Vall-Llobera said.

The Cougars took a 1-0 lead in the
first on three walks to load the bases
and an RBI sacrifice fly to right by
Pat Connolly to bring home Jamie
Shriner. Westfield quickly answered

with two. Lerie, who walked and strut-
ted to second on a balk, scored on
Wagner’s RBI double to leftfield. Vall-
Llobera’s grounder resulted in a
throwing error and Wagner scoring.

The Cougars tagged Hoffman for
three runs on four hits with the help of
some passed balls in the third to take
a 4-2 lead. Mike Murphy (2-for-4)
singled, Connolly walked and Mike
McGee (2-for-4, 2 runs, 2 RBI)
slapped an RBI single to right. Connor
Katz (2-for-4, 2 RBI) hopped an RBI
single past second then McGee’s cour-
tesy runner Jack Jarosz scored on
DiClerico’s single.

Back came the Blue Devils with a
run in the third. Vall-Llobera walked,
Matt Manning (2-for-3) singled and
Knapp knocked an RBI single past
first. After the Blue Devils took a 5-4

lead in the fourth, scoring was silent
until the sixth when they added Vall-
Llobera’s big blast.

The Cougars were still alive and
began the seventh with back-to-back
singles by Mike Meola and Tyler
Szczech. Connolly added an RBI
groundout and McGee followed with
an RBI double to center. Katz lined
an RBI single to center then Carlone
struck out the next two batters.

“When you play Westfield, they
are a solid ball club and it is always
going to be a tough game,” Coach

McCaffery said.
Westfield received the first seed

for the Union County Tournament
and Cranford received the eighth seed,
so the two rivals stand a very big
chance to see each other again very
early in the tournament

“I know that we play a game on
Saturday [April 28] against Summit.
The county tournament is one game
at a time and if you lose that game,
you don’t worry about the next oppo-
nent. Here at Cranford we don’t worry
about any future opponents. We worry
about the next day, which will be
practice on Friday. After practice on
Friday, we will get ready to take on
Summit, which could be a difficult
game, then we will see from there,”
Coach McCaffery said.

“It’s a good team. Every time we

play them it’s a fun game. Every time
it goes down to the wire,” Vall-Llobera
said.

“We saw them three times last year
also. We know [Gordon] Graceffo is
going to be good. He’s one of the best
pitchers if not the best pitcher in the
county but we got somebody good
over there too with Cory [Hiltz]. It
will be a great one. I think it should be
one that everyone comes to see,” Lerie
expressed.
Cranford 103 000 3 7
Westfield 201 203 x 8CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

Alex Lowe for The Westfield Leader and The Times

PRODUCTIVE GAME AGAINST THE RAIDERS...Blue Devil Jake Wornow, No. 43, scored five goals and Nicky Bond,
No. 20, netted three goals in the game against the Raiders on April 26 in Scotch Plains. The Blue Devils won, 11-6.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ABOUT TO SCORE...Blue Devil Jake Vall-Llobera, No. 21, heads home to score in the
third inning as Cougar catcher Mike McGee watches the progress.
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COLDWELL BANKER

Westfield East Office 908.233.5555  |  209 Central Avenue  |  facebook.com/ColdwellBankerWestfield

CB Home Protection Plan 866.797.4788

COLDWELLBANKERHOMES.COM WESTFIELD EAST HAS BEEN AMONG THE COMPANY’S TOP OFFICES SINCE 1986.

John Papa Elias Christodoulakis Faith Maricic Susan Checchio

Westfield |  $1,499,000
Gracious 5BR/3+BA Vintage-style appoint-
ments. Large wrap around porch. Gourmet
EIK. Desirable Northside Brightwood loc.
Search 3457033 on CBHomes.com

Congratulations Westfield East   |   Top Producers March 2018

TOP AGENT
Frank D. Isoldi

TOP TEAM
Lisa Stafford Team

Westfield |  $1,428,000
Relax on the welcoming front porch of this
magnificent CH Col. Exquisite appntmnts &
superb architectural details. 6BR/3+BA .
Search 3453511 on CBHomes.com

Westfield |  $1,399,000
Stunning custom 4 bdrm, 4+ bth Expanded
Ranch located in desirable Indian Forest.
Gleaming chef's Kitchen. Spacious rooms.
Search 3456591 on CBHomes.com

Westfield |  $1,325,000
Elegantly updated 5 Bedroom, 4+ Bath
Expanded Ranch in the Indian Forest sect.
Spacious sunfilled rooms, inviting kitchen.
Search 3463953 on CBHomes.com

Westfield |  $1,299,000
Gardens sect. Location! Beautifully renovtd
6BR, 3+BA Tudor w/exquisite appointments
perched on over a 1/2 acre. Delightful!
Search 3457929 on CBHomes.com

Westfield |  $1,270,000
Fabulous & whimsical Victorian w/in-town
location. Porches-front & back. 6BR, 4+BA,
exceptional appointments abound. A Gem!
Search 3460567 on CBHomes.com

Westfield
Flag Rugby
Summer 2018

UNION COUNTY RUGBY CLUB INTRODUCES
Westfield Blue Devils Flag Rugby
CO-ED Non-Contact Flag Rugby

Summer 2018 • June 12th - July 21st

OWLS:         CHILDREN ENTERING GRADES K-1
FALCONS:  CHILDREN ENTERING GRADES 2-3
HAWKS:      CHILDREN ENTERING GRADES 4-6
EAGLES:     CHILDREN ENTERING GRADES 7-9

Age Groups

Fees: $90.00
Siblings $80 (1st sibling), $70 (2nd sibling) Family Max $240

Our program teaches basic ball skills, game rules and team play, in a fun
and enjoyable atmosphere. All participants play and are involved on an

equal basis. Parents wishing to volunteer to help with practices or
running home events most welcome.

For more information contact: westfieldflagrugby@gmail.com
Mary Beth Doherty at mbdoherty74@gmail.com

Paul Harbaugh at paulh@flexwage.com

www.mudturtlerugbyrfc.com

KIPP DELIVERS IN RELIEF; VALL-LLOBERA 3 HITS, 2 RBI

Baseball Raiders Rally to Beat
Blue Devils in 2nd Clash, 7-5

By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

How do you spell relief? The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood baseball Raiders
spelled it K-I-P-P. Matt Kipp, a senior
righthander, delivered his second
strong performance in less than a week
as the Raiders rallied from a 4-0 defi-
cit to defeat Westfield, 7-5, on April
24 in Scotch Plains. Sam Schetelich
drove in three runs to pace the Raider
offense. Jake Vall-Llobera had three
hits and drove in two runs for
Westfield.

“There is something about Kipp
that you just can’t teach,” said Raider
Head Coach Joe Higgins. “He is con-
fident and as tough as they come.
He doesn’t blow the ball by you
but he has worked so hard on
changing speeds and it works real
well with that curve he throws. He
has picked up three wins for us this
season.”

Kipp came into the game in the
third inning after ace starter Dan
Wilkinson was tapped for four runs
in two and two-thirds innings.
Wilkinson was uncharacteristically
wild as he walked four batters and
threw 86 pitches. Kipp entered the
game trailing 4-0, and faced a two-
out, bases-loaded jam before get-
ting Andrew Caminiti to ground
out to third base to end the inning
and keep the Raiders within shout-
ing distance.

“We’ve been working very hard
on offense all season,” said Kipp.
“So you just have to have faith that
we are going to get it done. My
mindset when I come into any game
is to not let any runners on base
score and try to give our guys a chance
to get back in it.”

Kipp did what he had to do and the
Raiders’ bats began to deliver. The
Raiders got a run across the plate with
a two-out single to center that scored
Willy Gale from second. Gale had
gotten on base by working a walk
against Westfield starter Christopher
Ho. Gale then stole second base to get
into scoring position.

After Kipp held the Blue Devils
scoreless in the fourth, the Raiders
went to work again in the bottom of
the inning. Ho walked the first two
Raider batters before Sam Schetelich
ripped a two-run double into the
leftfield corner to cut the lead to 4-3.
After Ho struck out Matt Syvertsen,
Josh Canavan smashed an RBI double
down the third base line to tie the
game at 4-4. Westfield Head Coach
Robert Brewster switched to reliever
Dan Russo, who gave up an RBI
single to Jonny Ramos that put the
Raiders ahead 5-4. Russo got out of
the inning without further damage.

Kipp continued to sail along in the
fifth, retiring the first two batters. But
on what should have been the third

out of a 1-2-3 inning, Westfield’s
Michael Charlton reached first when
his soft liner was dropped by third
baseman Tyler Stines. Westfield took
quick advantage as Stines stole sec-
ond base and then scored on a single
to right by Matt McIntyre that tied the
score. Kipp struck out Andrew
Caminiti to prevent further damage.

“I had him (Charlton) on an 0-2
count and I left a fastball up in the
zone,” said Kipp of the game tying
single. “I was mad at myself for that.”

The Raiders answered in the bot-
tom of the inning. Patrick Downey
rapped a leadoff double to the left-
center gap that rolled to the fence.

Russo fanned Anthony DiNizo for the
first out. Michael Dieu laid down a
bunt that was fielded by Russo, who
calmly looked Downey back to third
base. But then Russo fired high over
the first baseman’s head, allowing
Downey to score and Dieu to scamper
to second base. Dieu would take third
on a pitch in the dirt then scored on
Schetelich’s sacrifice fly to right.
Russo struck out Angelo DiNizo to
end the inning but the damage was
done as Scotch Plains took a 7-5 lead.

“We made way too many mistakes
today,” said Coach Brewster. “Be-
tween the walks and the errors we just
didn’t play well. On the bunt where
they scored the go-ahead run, our
pitcher fielded the ball cleanly, looked
the runner at third back like he should
do then he just fired it wild over to
first. He had plenty of time to make
the play. We just did not execute.”

Westfield had a chance to do dam-
age in the sixth. The Blue Devils got
a two out rally going with a double by
Vall-Llobera followed by an infield
single from Matthew Manning. Faced
with runners on first and third and the
go ahead run at the plate, Kipp once

again came through by striking
out Jon DeDomenico to end the
threat.

Westfield got the leadoff batter
on in the seventh but Kipp retired
the next three batters to end the
game.

“We got the timely hitting we
needed today,” said Higgins.
“Jonny Ramos had a big hit for us
and Josh Canavan’s hit was big
not only for what it meant in this
game but also because he had been
struggling.”

Kipp pitched four and one-third
innings to pick up the win. Kipp
scattered six hits, struck out three
and walked none as the Raiders
improved to 10-3.

The loss dropped Westfield to
8-5 and gave the Raiders a split of
the season series. Still, the Blue
Devils sit atop the Union County
Tournament bracket with the No.
1 seed. They were set to play Day-
ton in the opening round April 30,

with a likely date against No. 8 seed
Cranford in the offing (May 5) should
they survive.

The Raiders go into the tournament
as the No. 2 seed with an opening
round match against Plainfield set for
this past weekend. A win over
Plainfield would set the Raiders up to
play Elizabeth in the second round on
May 5.
Westfield 211 010 0 5
Sc Pl-Fanwood 001 420 x 7

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-18000998

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-12104-17

Plaintiff: JPMORGAN CHASE BANK, NA-
TIONAL ASSOCIATION

VS.
Defendant: ALFRED WELLES SUMNER, IN-

DIVIDUALLY AND AS EXECUTOR OF THE
ESTATE OF AMY H. SUMNER; STATE OF
NEW JERSEY; UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

Sale Date: 05/09/2018
Writ of Execution: 02/02/2018
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Two Hundred
Thirty-Eight Thousand Eight Hundred Forty-
Seven and 94/100*** $238,847.94.

The property to be sold is located in FANWOOD
BOROUGH, County of UNION and State of New
Jersey.

Commonly known as: 36 GLENWOOD ROAD,
FANWOOD, NEW JERSEY 07023.

Tax Lot No. 12, in Block No. 71.
Dimension of Lot Approximately: 59 X 107 X

83 X 86.
Nearest Cross Street: TILLOTSON ROAD.
BEGINNING AT A POINT IN THE SOUTH-

ERLY SIDELINE OF GLENWOOD ROAD THE
FOLLONG COURSES AND DISTANCES FROM
THE INTERSECTION OF THE SOUTHERLY
SIDELINE OFGLENWOOD ROAD WITH THE
EASTERLY SIDELINE OF TILLOTSON ROAD.

PRIOR LIENS/ENCUMBRANCES
TOTAL AS OF February 21, 2018: $0.00.
Total Upset:  ***Two Hundred Forty-Six Thou-

sand One Hundred Seventy-Four and 63/100***
$246,174.63 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Peter Corvelli
Sheriff

Attorney:
FEIN, SUCH, KAHN & SHEPARD, PC
7 CENTURY DRIVE
SUITE 201
PARSIPPANY, NEW JERSEY 07054
(973) 538-4700
4 T - 04/12, 04/19, 04/26
& 05/03/18 Fee: $181.56

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-18001030

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-000758-14

Plaintiff: CITIBANK, N.A., NOT IN ITS INDI-
VIDUAL CAPACITY, BUT SOLELY AS
TRUSTEE FOR NRZ PASS-THROUGH TRUST
V1

VS.
Defendant: STEVEN JONES; CAROL JONES,

HIS WIFE; BANK OF AMERICA, N.A.; ESSEX
CO BD SOCIAL SERVS; ROBIN HARRIS;
ROBERTA JONES; HCM CLAIM MANAGE-
MENT CORP; DAWN M. CREAMER; JERRY C.
GOLDHAGEN; NICOLE GRIFFIN; MARGARET
RUSH OF INF & IND; RONDELL RUSH INF;
SHARON DELFINO; NELLIE J. BABCOCK; NEW
CENTURY FINANCIAL SERVICES INC; PNC
BANK NATIONAL ASSOCIATION; UNION CO
BD SOCIAL SERVS; GENERAL ELECTRIC
CAPITAL CORPORATION; BERGEN
REGIONLA MEDICAL CENTER LP; STATE OF
NEW JERSEY; VINELAND ANESTHESIA CON-
SULTANTS PC; WEST JERSEY HEALTH SYS-
TEM; ATLANTIC SHORE ORTHOPAEDIC;
UNIVERSITY OF MEDICINE AND DENTI; FIRST
FIDELITY BANKCORPORATION; FORD MO-
TOR CREDIT COMPANY A DELAWARE CORP
CENTRAL COLLECTIONS; PARKSIDE MANOR
APARTMENTS; SHORE MEMORIAL HOSP;
COUNTY OF ATLANTIC; CUMB COUNY BD
SOCIAL SERV; MERCE MAAGEMENT; CITY
OF TRENTON; STONE CENTER OF NJ; SOCI-
ETY HILL HEIGHTS II; CAPITAL COLLECTION
SER; PETROLEUM CORP DBA AUGUSTA
AGWAY; BOSCOVS; COLONNADE APT;
GRANATE FUEL AND SUPPLIES; PRESBYTE-
RIAN HOSPITAL; FLEISCHER

Sale Date: 05/16/2018
Writ of Execution: 12/05/2017
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Four Hundred
Seventy-Seven Thousand Four Hundred Ninety-
Nine and 29/100*** $477,499.29.

Property to be sold is located in the Township
of Scotch Plains, County of Union and State of
New Jersey.

Commonly known as: 1601 Front Street,
Scotch Plains, New Jersey 07076.

Tax Lot(s): 16, in Block: 602.
Dimensions (Approximately): 52 x 107 feet.
Nearest Cross Street: Grant Avenue.
Important: Indicate lien information, if any, to

be advertised pursuant to the Supreme Court
decision of 10/28/99 Summit Bank vs. Dennis
Thiel (A-58-98).

Tax Sale Certificate: Cert.No: 1417, Sold To:
US Bank Cust for BVOOI Trust Amount: $154.63,
Dated: October 28, 2014, Recorded: January 5,
2015, Book: 13866, Page: 591.

Mortgage: Mortgagor: Melissia L. Shackleford
& Robert Banks, Mortgagee: Empire Funding
Corp., Amount: $17,000.00, Dated: July 26, 1994,
Recorded:October 4, 1994, Book: 5466, Page:
102.

Total Upset:  ***Four Hundred Ninety-Three
Thousand Eight Hundred Three and 47/100***
$493,803.47 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Peter Corvelli
Sheriff

Attorney:
FRIEDMAN VARTOLO LLP
85 BROAD STREET
SUIT 501
NEW YORK, NEW YORK 10004
(212) 471-5150
4 T - 04/19, 04/26, 05/03
& 05/10/18 Fee: $255.00

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-18001301

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-021606-17

Plaintiff: NEW PENN FINANCIAL, LLC D/B/A
SHELLPOINT MORTGAGE SERVICING

VS.
Defendant: DAVID ZIEGLER; MELINDA

ZIEGLER; ASSUNTA ZIEGLER
Sale Date: 05/23/2018
Writ of Execution: 01/25/2018
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Three Hundred
Sixty-Eight Thousand One Hundred Two and 51/
100*** $368,102.51.

The property to be sold is located in the munici-
pality of FANWOOD in the County of UNION and
State of New Jersey.

Commonly known as 150 WILLOUGHBY
ROAD, FAN WOOD, NEW JERSEY 07023.

Tax LOT 22, BLOCK 29.
Dimensions of Lot: 67 feet wide by 136 feet

long.
Nearest Cross Street: MIDWAY AVENUE.
2018 TAXES: QTR2 - 05/01: $3,197.33 OPEN
For sale information, please visit Auction, at

www.Auction.com or call (800) 280-2832.
Total Upset:  ***Three Hundred Seventy-Seven

Thousand Seven Hundred Seventy-Four and
61/100*** $377,074.61 together with lawful inter-
est and costs.

Subject to any unpaid taxes, municipal liens or
other charges, and any such taxes, charges,
liens, insurance premiums or other advances
made by plaintiff prior to this sale. All interested
parties are to conduct and rely upon their own
independent investigation to ascertain whether
or not any outstanding interest remain of record
and/or have priority over the lien being fore-
closed and, if so the current amount due thereon.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Peter Corvelli
Sheriff

Attorney:
RAS CITRON LAW OFFICES
130 CLINTON ROAD
SUITE 202
FAIRFIELD NEW JERSEY 07004
(973) 575-0707
4 T - 04/26, 05/03, 05/10
& 05/17/18 Fee: $185.64

BROGAN SCORES 100TH CAREER GOAL, BLAZEK 4 GOALS

Cranford Boys Dominate GL
In UCT Lacrosse Opener, 11-6

By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Fifth seeded Cranford dominated
eighth-seeded Governor Livingston
during an 11-6 victory in a Union
County Tournament opening round
boys lacrosse match held at Memo-
rial Field in Cranford on April 28.
Senior Hunter Brogan scored five
goals and notched the 100th of his
Cougar career, all coming in the first
half of play. It would be a short day of
work for Brogan, who helped his team
build a 9-0 lead by the end of the first
period before departing early in the
second period and watching the rest
of the game from the sidelines.

“I wasn’t thinking about the hun-
dred-goal thing coming into the game
at all,” said Brogan, who will attend
Stevens Institute of Technology. “For
me, this was a UCT game and that was
all that I was thinking about.”

It did not take Brogan or the rest of
his Cougar teammates very long to
get going against Governor Livingston
(4-6). Brogan notched his first goal
just 46 seconds into the contest for a
1-0 lead. A little over a minute later it
was Conor Halpin who found the back
of the net for a 2-0 lead. Cole Blazek
got into the act with a goal at 9:37 to
give Cranford a lightning quick 3-0

advantage.
The deluge of Cougar goals contin-

ued with Brogan scoring his second
of the game at 8:28. Brogan’s third

goal was a thing of beauty and came
with 7:06 remaining in the opening
period. Brogan, who frequently found
openings in the middle of the High-
lander defense, got possession of the
ball, crossed over then doubled back
before bouncing a backhanded flip
into the net for a 5-0 lead.

Blazek got into the act scoring his
second and third goals of the period at
5:54 and 4:22 to give Cranford a
commanding 7-0 lead. Cranford was
dominant in every aspect of play, win-
ning faceoffs, ground balls and com-
pletely controlling possession.

The Cougars scored two more goals
in the period. Ryan Echevarria scored
at 2:49 and Brogan scored unassisted
on a spin move and over the shoulder
flip with just :05 remaining in the
period. Cranford basically did what-
ever they wanted to against Governor

Livingston in the first period.
“This was probably the best team

game we’ve played all year,” said
Brogan. “We held lots of possession

in the first period. The defense did a
great job clearing for us and we picked
up just about every ground ball. We
are playing as a team now and every-
body has bought into the idea. The
way we are playing right now gives us
a shot moving forward.”

Brogan scored his fifth goal when
he bounced one into the back of the
net with 10:26 left in the second pe-
riod. The goal extended Cranford’s
already insurmountable lead to 10-0.
It was also Brogan’s 100th career
goal, a milestone that all in atten-
dance seemed to be anticipating.
Cranford Head Coach Al Reinoso took
the opportunity to remove Brogan
from the game so he could receive
recognition from the crowd and his
teammates. It was also a nod to just
how dominating the Cougars were

Cougar Laxmen Rap
Columbia Boys, 11-2
Hunter Brogan netted four goals,

an assist and four ground balls and
Dante Cassano added three goals and
two assists as the 6-3 Cranford High
School boys lacrosse team rapped the
Columbia Cougars, 11-2, in South
Orange on April 24. Conor Halpin
won 15 of 16 faceoffs and Cole Blazek
(8 ground balls) netted two goals and
an assist. Jack Callan (5 ground balls)
and Mike Kalnins (4 ground balls)
each had a goal and an assist.
Cranford 4 2 2 3 11
Columbia 0 0 0 2 2 CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

Alex Lowe for The Westfield Leader and The Times

100 CLUB MEMBER...Cougar senior Hunter Brogan standing with Head Coach
Al Reinoso scored his 100th career goal in the game against Governor Livingston.

Alex Lowe for The Westfield Leader and The Times

BIG IN RELIEF...Raider Matt Kipp was big in
relief against the Blue Devils.
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There used to be a ballpark …
More than 100 years ago Westfield

had a state-of-the-art ball yard with a
covered wooden grandstand. The field
was located at Recreation Park (now
the site of Gary Kehler Stadium),
which back then was a wide-open
area like Tamaques Park today. Home
plate was located just east of where
Lincoln School now stands on
Westfield Ave. If you want to see what
it looked like, the town library, the

Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Book Shows Baseball
From Another Time

Four of the writers involved with the semipro baseball
book “Covered Wooden Grandstands” are graduates
of Westfield High School. The book is available at the
Town Book Store.

Town Book Store and the historical
society all have the 1903 aerial map
of Westfield – the field is located in
the lower right corner.

And did you know that in October
1903, two major league Hall of Fame
pitchers – Eddie Plank and Christy
Mathewson – pitched there, two weeks
apart?

Those are just a couple of the many
interesting things you’ll discover if
you add “Covered Wooden Grand-
stands” to your summer reading list.
Already sold out through a first print-
ing and two reprints, it was recently
reprinted a third time.

If you’re a serious baseball fan, or
you know one, this is a great read. In
fact, it’s been selected
for the electronic library
(ABNER) of the Base-
ball Hall of Fame and
Museum in
Cooperstown, N.Y.

The book’s main fo-
cus is on the old Tri-
County League, a semi-
pro organization that
existed from 1937-76.
Most of the league’s
teams were from towns
in the farm lands of
Hunterdon and Warren
counties, among them
Alpha, Belvidere,
Clinton, Flemington,
Glen Gardner,
Hackettstown, Hamp-
ton, High Bridge,
L a m b e r t v i l l e ,
Phillipsburg, Riegel
Ridge, Washington and
Whitehouse. At differ-
ent points in time, there
were also teams from
Sussex, Somerset,
Union and Middlesex
counties in Jersey, plus
Northampton and Mon-
roe counties in Penn-
sylvania.

The players drove or
hitch-hiked to the fields
where huge weekend
crowds packed those town’s covered
wooden grandstands … until televi-
sion ruined the era of town ball. There
were county leagues on weekends and
twilight leagues on week nights. Many
players in those days turned down
professional baseball careers because
they could make more money working
a day job and getting paid (under the
table/bench) by these town teams.

Westfield had a long history of semi-
pro baseball, from the Colts and Cubs
playing at Drake Park (on Park Street,
between the Boulevard and Summit
Ave.) in the late 1890s and early 20th
century, to the Hawks at Recreation
Park and later Tamaques Park from
1928-58, to the Merchants from 1961-
84. And in those days of segregation,
Westfield had the Colored Bombers
in the 1940s – featuring Don
Newcombe, the future Brooklyn
Dodgers ace, who was born in Madi-
son and attended Thomas Jefferson

High in Elizabeth. In the ’50s, there
were the Aces and the Clippers, which
included Russ Baytop, Earl Christ-
mas, Jimmy Mason, Haywood New-
ton, Robert Turner, and members of
the Braxton, Coleman, Graves and
Johnson families, among others.

There is a chapter devoted to
professional teams – both major
league and the Negro leagues – that
“barnstormed” through New Jersey
and played local teams on their train
trips to their next league game.

There is a funny story on Robert
Turner, the Westfield Merchants’ col-
orful player-manager. And there’s a
story about the Linden Athletic
Association’s improbable title at the

1939 National Semipro Tournament
– the “Amateur World Series” – in
Battle Creek, Mich.

There is one chapter devoted to
New Jersey’s other 19 counties, with
an emphasis on Burlington, Mercer,
Monmouth, Morris and Ocean, where
I spent most of my professional ca-
reer. Another chapter has stories of
teams and leagues in Connecticut,
Georgia, Massachusetts, New York,
Pennsylvania and Wisconsin.

Among the project’s outstanding
writers and editors were (alphabeti-
cally): Phil Anastasia (Philadelphia
Inquirer), Dan Castellano
(Morristown Daily Record), Bob
Decker (Morristown Daily Record),
Hugh Delano (Plainfield Courier
News), Paul Franklin (Plainfield Cou-
rier News), Keith Groller (Allentown
Morning Call), John Harper
(Morristown Daily Record), Hob
Johnson (Asbury Park Press), Fred
Kirsch (Bergen Record), Bob
Klapisch (Bergen Record), Ed
Laubach (Easton Express);

Joe Mason (Burlington County
Times), Steve Merrill (local histo-
rian), Bruce Moran (Star Ledger),
Jack Prather (North Jersey Herald),
J.B. Raymond (Plainfield Courier-
News, Morristown Daily Record,
Asbury Park Press, Burlington County
Times), Lori Riley (Hartford Cou-
rant), Bus Saidt (Trentonian), Gary
Schnorbus (Trenton Times), Lowell
Snare (Hunterdon Review, Hunterdon
Democrat), Joe Sullivan (Morristown
Daily Record) and Dave Zangaro
(Burlington County Times).

No less than four of those writers
are WHS graduates – Raymond (’63),
Sullivan (’70), Merrill (’71) and
Moran (’76).

The book, which sells for $25, is

available at independent book stores
in New Jersey – the Town Book Store
in Westfield, the Califon Book Shop,
the Clinton Book Shop, the Book
Garden in Frenchtown – and in Penn-
sylvania – Delaware River Books in
Easton and the Doylestown
Bookshop. For more information,
contact me at bj1019@aol.com or
267-307-7138.

* * *
The first international sale of “Cov-

ered Wooden Grandstands” recently
took place when Ben Holt (’06), a
former WHS swimmer who loves both
local history and baseball, purchased
a copy. Ben is currently living in Lyon,
France, where he earned his Master’s
degree. This summer he has got a job
teaching waterskiing and French at a
private school in Switzerland called
Institut Le Rosey. In the fall he hopes
to start a “real” career, working with
renewable energy, transportation or
technology.

ENDY IS SECOND
WHS freshman Grace Endy fin-

ished second in the High School Girls
5K Racewalk on Saturday morning at
the Penn Relays. Her time was
25:24.78, trailing just a girl from
Beavercreek, Ohio, outside Dayton.

IN THE (E-)MAIL
We received two responses after

our recent Den on “the Great Pyramid
of WHS athletes.”

One was from Bill Monninger in
Kamas, Utah, a former Trustee of the
Westfield Athletic Hall of Fame and
longtime member of the Westfield
Boosters. Bill is the older brother of
Joe Monninger, the best of Gary
Kehler’s quarterbacks.

“Can’t leave off the Schmalz broth-
ers (Rob and Greg) and, of course,
I’m partial to Joe. Since 1961, how
many quarterbacks have been named
(all state) first team all-groups? It’s
got to be a short list.” (And only 11
players were named in those days.)

Also, Bruce Baker of Westfield
wrote, “If football is the marquee
sport in Westfield and the essence of
winning football is who blocks and
tackles better, then the best blocker
and tackler in Westfield history should
be at the top of the pyramid. That
would be pulling guard and linebacker
Pete Braun, the only two-time all-
state first teamer from Westfield. He
was also a star linebacker and defen-
sive captain at Army. And if not for a
five-year military commitment after
graduation, I’m sure he would have
had a good pro career too.

“And Michele Mollard … the best
player on the best girls soccer team
ever, and a three-time all-state
sweeper.”

DEN TRIVIA ANSWER
Last week’s question: Who was

WHS’s first four-time Union County
tennis champion in singles competi-
tion? Damien Ruparel was trying to
become the second on Monday in the
rain-delayed tournament.

The answer is Brad Jankowski
(’96), who won at third singles in
1993, and second singles the other
three years, with Dan Matro at No. 1
singles those years.

ON THIS DATE
1963: Jeff Torborg was 3-for-3 and

scored three runs as Rutgers beat
Princeton 7-3.

AROUND THIS DATE
May 1, 2015: Kyle Rittendale and

James Bohlinger each had two goals
and Toby Burgdorf made 10 saves as
WHS’s lacrosse team defeated Summit
after losing the previous 12 meetings.

May 2, 1952: Bob List pitched a one-
hitter and struck out 17 as Roosevelt
Junior High beat Rahway 19-3. List
also had 11 RBIs, with two singles, a
triple and a pair of home runs.

May 4, 1977: WHS beat visiting
Scotch Plains 82-49 in a boys track
meet, but the big story was the 220-
yard dash. The Raiders’ Skeets
Nehemiah (21.4) edged Blue Devil
stars Butch Woolfolk (21.8) and Frank
Kelly (21.9) in what had to be the
fastest dual-meet 220 ever!

Area stores that carry The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES

King's Supermarket
300 South Ave. (Leader)

Shoprite Supermarket
563 North Ave. (Leader)

7-11 of Mountainside
921 Mountain Ave. (Leader)

Westfield Tobacco & News
108 Elm St. (Leader)

Baron's Drug Store
243 E. Broad St. (Leader)

Krauszer's
727 Central Ave. (Leader)

Westfield Mini Mart
301 South Ave., W. (Leader)

7-11 of Westfield
1200 South Ave., W. (Leader/Times)

Kwick Mart Food Store
190 South Ave. (Times)

Scotch Hills Pharmacy
1819 East 2nd St. (Times)

Mountain Deli
2385 Mountain Ave. (Times)

Wallis Stationery
441 Park Ave. (Leader/Times)

7-11 of Garwood
309 North Ave. (Leader)

UCT CHAMPIONSHIP PITS WESTFIELD WITH SUMMIT

Blue Devils Advance All Five
To UCT Tennis Final Round

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

As expected, the Westfield Boys
tennis team with all five of the top
seeds, advanced all of its flights to the

championship round of the Union
County Tournament (UCT) that was
shifted to be contested at Don Van
Blake Courts in Plainfield on May 1
(too late for the May 3 edition of The
Leader/Times) due to consistently
poor weather conditions. The UCT
that was originally slated to be held
on April 25 and 26 would pit all five
Blue Devil flights with all five Sum-
mit Hilltopper flights.

Blue Devil senior Damien Ruparel,
seeded No. 1, at first singles after
receiving a bye, glided to the champi-
onship round with a 6-1, 6-0, win over
SPF Raider Brendon Glickstein and a
6-3, 6-2, win over Leonte Wilder
(Plainfield) to face Hilltopper Tom
Shung.

Glickstein, seeded eighth at first
singles, defeated Cranford Cougar
Miller Schulman, 6-2, 6-2, in the open-
ing round then after losing to Chris
Kang (New Providence — NP) shifted

to play off for seventh place.
After receiving a bye at second

singles, top-seeded Blue Devil Matt
Su blanked his Oratory opponent, 6-
0, 6-0, then stopped Dave
Schwartzman (Governor Livingston
— GL), 6-3, 6-2, to advance to the
finals to face second-seeded Alex
McDonald (Summit).

Seeded third at second singles,
Raider Brett Strung received a bye
then defeated his NP opponent Sho
Ogino, 6-2, 4-6, 6-3, in the
quarterfinals to face McDonald, who
prevailed 6-2, 6-1. Strung then was to
face Schwartzman for third place.
Cougar Ian Bauman was defeated in
the opening round by Logan Guarino
(AL Johnson).

After a bye, Blue Devil Matt Bartok
shut out his Plainfield opponent then
rolled over fifth seeded Raider Nirmit
Damania in the third singles semifi-
nals, 6-0, 6-0, to face Hilltopper
Brendan McDonald. Earlier, Damania
stopped Mychal Ortega (Linden), 6-
0, 6-0, and Ethan Neidich (NP), 6-2,
7-5. After losing to Bartok, Damania
faced George Vistonti (AL Johnson)
for third place. Cougar Ryan Schubert
lost his third singles opening round to
Julien Heuteux (Dayton)

Blue Devils Rob Faktor and Dave
Sprung received a bye then breezed
through their first doubles quarterfinal
match, 6-0, 6-1, with Dayton’s Matt
Mlawski and Brandon Wohl. Next,
Faktor and Sprung defeated Carl Heer
and Roy Li (GL), 6-2, 6-0, to do battle
against Summit’s Felix Massenet and
Dan MacGill for the title.

Cougars Jacob Snover and Colin
Budries defeated Kevin Kam and Josh
Medina (Union), 6-0, 6-4, in the first
doubles opening round then lost to
second seeded Massenet and MacGill
(Summit) to compete for fifth through
eighth place. Raiders Ben Fox and
Ryan Cleary stopped Anthony Tirella
and Joao Agudo (Linden), 6-0, 6-0,
then dropped a tough 7-5, 6-4, match
to Heer and Li (GL) to also vie for
places five through eight.

Blue Devils Jacob Tananbaum and
Brad Hornbeck after receiving a bye,
shutout their Oratory opponents to
advance the second doubles semifi-
nals where they shut out Allen Du and
Chris Harriott (GL), 6-0, 6-0, in the
semifinals to face Pete Comforth and
Vivek Mhatre of Summit for the crown.

Seeded third at second doubles,
Raiders Jeff Lapidus and Jordan
Phillips received a bye then halted
Dayton’s Ryan Salman and Adam
Gelo, 6-0, 6-3, who had just defeated
Cougars Devon Loconte and Max
Nock in the opening round. After fall-
ing to Comforth and Mhatre, Lapidus
and Phillips faced Du and Harriott for
third place.

Blue Devils sweep. See finals story
in May 10 edition.

Blue Devil Boys Topple Raiders
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 10

Blue Devils a 7-4 lead.
Though Westfield was dominating

possession, the Raiders were not with-
out chances. Costanzo got off a pair
of shots on goal in the third period but
each one was turned away by Westfield
goalkeeper Theo Dardia (5 Saves).
Wornow extended the Blue Devil lead
to 8-4 with a goal at 4:07.

The Westfield run continued into
the final period with Bond and
Wornow scoring goals at 10:02 and
9:15 to stretch the advantage to 10-4.
The Raiders finally ended their scor-
ing drought on a goal by Alex Oslislo
with 6:58 to play. The Raiders had
gone 27 minutes without a goal. Bond
finished out the scoring for Westfield
with his third goal of the game at 5:35
giving the Blue Devils an 11-5 lead.

Rittendale had two goals and added
an assist for Westfield. Engelke scored
a goal. McLane recorded three as-
sists. First half goalkeeper Jack
McCauley stopped five shots.
Costanzo led all Raiders with two
goals. Brady, Guma, Oslislo and Jus-

tin Fletcher each contributed a goal.
Porter had three assists. Goalkeeper
Tom Bruckman recorded 14 saves.

Despite the impressive performance
to close out the contest, the Westfield
players were anything but satisfied
with the victory.

“Tomorrow in practice we have to
get right back to it,” said Bond. “This
was not our best game. We’ve got
counties and states just ahead and
there was a lack of communication on
defense at different times today. We
need to tighten that up as well as some
other things.”

Wornow agreed. “We haven’t even
tapped into our potential yet,” said
Wornow, who is bound for Yale.
“When we do, you’ll see the kind of
team we can be.”

Westfield heads into the Union
County Tournament as the number 2
seed behind Summit. Scotch Plains-
Fanwood earned the number 3 seed
ahead of New Providence.
Westfield 1 3 4 3 11
Sc Pl-Fanwood 3 1 0 2 6

Cranford Boys Dominate GL
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

that they were able to begin removing
starters so early.

Governor Livingston finally got on
the board when Andrew Cahill scored
with :24 remaining in the second pe-
riod which sent the Cougars to the
break with a 10-1 lead. To their credit,
the Highlanders fought back in the
third period with Kyle Wahlers and
Cahill each scoring a goal to close the
deficit to 10-3. But this game was
never going to be in doubt as Blazek
scored his fourth goal a minute into
the final period for an 11-3 lead.

Blazek had four goals and two as-
sists for Cranford. Echevarria added
a goal. Halpin scored a goal and won
10 faceoffs. Cahill scored three goals
for the Highlanders. Governor
Livingston goalkeeper Kyle Merz
made 12 saves.

The win improved Cranford’s sea-
son mark to 8-3 and put them in line
for a second round showdown at num-
ber four seed New Providence on
May 1.

“We are really starting to come to-
gether as a team after not knowing
exactly what we had at the start of the
season,” said Coach Reinoso. “We
bottomed out at the midpoint of the
year with a couple of sub par perfor-
mances in games against Newark Acad-
emy and Verona. We seemed to learn
from the losses and have played really
strong lacrosse the last six or seven
games, which is a really pleasant sur-
prise. We’ll need to play like we did in
the first period today against New Provi-
dence for the entire game to beat them.
They are a very strong team.”
Gov Livingston 0 1 2 3 6
Cranford 9 1 0 1 11

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MAKING A RETURN...Raider Brendon Glickstein makes a return in his first
singles opening round match against Cranford Cougar Miller Schullman.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

REACHING FOR A LOW ONE...Cougar Miller Schullman reaches to make his
return during his first singles match with Raider Brendon Glickstein.

Alex Lowe for The Westfield Leader and The Times

HEAVILY COVERED...Blue Devil Devon McLane, left, is heavily covered by
Raider Alex Oslislo in the game at Scotch Plains on April 26.

Cougars Edge Summit
In UCT Baseball, 8-7
Too close for comfort was the situ-

ation when the eighth-seeded
Cranford Cougars needed to score
five runs in the bottom of the seventh
inning and did to squeeze by the ninth-
seeded Summit Hilltoppers, 8-7, in
the first round of the Union County
tournament at memorial Field in
Cranford on April 28. Jamie Shriner
carried the heaviest artillery for the
Cougars going 3-for-5 with a home
run, three RBI, two runs scored and
two stolen bases.

Tyler Szczech went 2-for-3 with a
double, an RBI and a run scored.
Mike Murphy singled, scored once
and had an RBI, and Connor Katz
singled and scored twice. Gordon
Graceffo went the distance on the
mound for the Cougars. Dan Isralowitz
went 3-for-4 with a double, two RBI
amd two runs scored for the
Hilltoppers. Andrew Miller scored
twice and had an RBI.
Summit 200 011 3 7
Cranford 200 001 5 8

Blue Devil Boys Sting
Hunt. Cent. Laxers

The Westfield High School boys
lacrosse team got five goals from Jake
Wornow and two goals and two as-
sists from Nicky Bond in a 9-8 victory
over the hosting Hunterdon Central
Red Devils on April 30. Matt
Rittendale had a goal and an assist
and Jake Engelke added a goal. Matt
Angelo won nine of 21 faceoffs and
Eric Knauss scooped six ground balls.
Goalkeepers Theo Dardia and Jack
McCauley made three and five saves,
respectively. Sean Parker netted two
goals and two assists for the Red
Devils.
Westfield 4 1 3 1 9
Hunterdon Cent. 0 4 3 1 8

Cougars Halt Raiders
In UCT Softball, 5-2
The sixth-seeded Cranford High

School softball team defeated the
11th-seeded Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Raiders, 5-2, in the opening round of
the Union County Tournament at
Adams Field in Cranford on April 28.
Sarah Gluck went 2-for-3 with an
RBI and a run scored for the Cougars.
Winning pitcher Brenna Dolan had a
pair of singles and Erin Schwerdtfeger
doubled and scored once. Mia
Markase and Taylor Reitzel each had
a single and an RBI. Jayna Mallon
and Elizabeth McCaffery both singled
and scored once. Juliana Lufano
singled and Ava Manfra scored once.

Zoe Cardenas doubled and singled
for the Raiders. Meghan Duthie went
2-for-2 and scored once. Hannah
Lyman and Angie DiGiacomo each
singled and had an RBI. Amanda
Venezia singled and scored once,
while Sarah McEvoy and Cassidy
Novello each singled once.
Sc Pl-Fanwood 001 000 1 2
Cranford 100 211 x 5

Lady Blue Devils Rout
Kent Place in UCT

The third-seeded Westfield High
School girls lacrosse team routed
sixth-seeded Kent Place, 14-3, in the
quarterfinals of the Union County
Tournament in Westfield on April 30.
Paige Radice notched five goals and
Olivia Shields put in four goals.
Natalie Bond, Ellie Kate Brown,
Mikaela Buoscio, Carley Farella and
Kellie Leuthold each netted one goal.
Kent Place 2 1 3
Westfield 8 6 14

Pioneers Nip Raiders
In UCT Girls Lax

Kaitlyn Cumiskey fired in six goals
and added a pair of assists and Sadie
Miller scored four goals to lead the
fourth-seeded New Providence girls
lacrosse team past the fifth-seeded
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Raiders, 12-
11, in the quarterfinal round of the
Union County Tournament in New
Providence on April 30.

Amber Bretz scored four goals,
Maggie Lapolla had three goals and
an assist, and Sabrina DiLollo had a
goal and two assists for the Raiders.
Kelly Mehorter, Erica Paprocki and
Anna Ciarrocca each scored once.
Sc Pl-Fanwood 7 4 11
New Providence 7 5 12
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Cougars Barely Halt Blue Devils’ Surge in 7th
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

444 Mountain Avenue, Wes ield 

O ered at $729,000

Joyce Taylor, Sales Associate

Cell: (908) 313-1542                                                          

600 North Avenue West 

Westfield, NJ 07090

 Office: (908) 233-0065 
All information deemed reliable but not guaranteed. Subject to errors and omissions. 

©2018 Coldwell Banker® Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker® Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT LLC. If your property is listed with a real estate broker, please 
disregard. It is not our intention to solicit the offerings of other real estate brokers. 

Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage

Westfield West 

18 Stewart Place, Fanwood 

O ered at $339,000

COLDWELL BANKER Westfield East Office
209 Central Avenue • 908 233-5555

Sales Associate
Cell: 908-347-3483
www.NJTopHomes.com

Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor agents and are not employees of the Company. ©2018 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved.
Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker Logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.

851 Carleton Road, Westfield
4 Bedrooms, 2 Full & 2 Half Baths • Offered at $699,900

120 Cranford Avenue, Cranford
6 Bedrooms, 3 Full & 1 Half Bath • Offered at $925,000

"You Gotta Have Faith"

Jayna Mallon lined a two-run single
to center.

“It was important for us to have
good pitch selection because despite
the fact that she is a very good pitcher
in the beginning sometimes pitchers
need to get into their groove. She was
a little wild, so taking advantage and
getting walks off of her then whoever
can come in and hit the ball we can get
the runs,” Schwerdtfeger said.

The Cougars tapped Hobson for a
fourth run in the fifth inning.
Schwerdtfeger added her third single
then was called out for interfering
with the second baseman on Gluck’s
grounder. Dolan singled then Mallon
added her third RBI with a groundout
to short. Hobson, who was relieved
by Hyland in the sixth, allowed five
hits, walked four, hit a batter and
struck out seven.

“Michaela just didn’t have the com-
mand she’s had in the past couple of
days but really all the credit has to go
to Cranford. They did exactly what
they needed to do,” Blue Devil Head
Coach Caitlin MacDonald said.

A large portion of the credit would go
to Dolan, who exercised super control
for the first six innings and especially
the first four, allowing only a single to
Erica Lawrence in the fourth inning and
permitting only one walk to Hobson.

“We just couldn’t get our bats going.
Dolan really shut us down. She did a

great job. She showed up today ready to
go,” Coach MacDonald expressed.

“We did great defensively. I was
throwing very good movement pitches
and they were breaking. It was creat-
ing them to swing at junk, so I did my
job with my movement pitches and
the defense did an amazing job,”
Dolan explained.

Dolan was definitely in the groove
and nobody was more aware of that
than Schwerdtfeger, since she was
the catcher.

“She was doing a great job hitting
all her spots, great location. All of her
pitches were breaking just when they
needed to. Brenna was giving them
what we needed,” Schwerdtfeger said.

“Erin was an anchor. I couldn’t ask for
a better catcher. She’s a leader and she
really holds the ship down behind the
plate and when we need her to come out
and give us a pep talk,” Dolan added.

Schwerdtfeger also proved to be
aggressive on the base paths.

“I always look to make the catcher
throw. If she messes up, I can obvi-
ously get a base. If she throws, I just
drop back. You have to take chances
when you are aggressive,”
Schwerdtfeger explained.

Hyland pitched the sixth and sev-
enth inning and retired all six batters,
which included striking out all three
in the seventh. In their first meeting,
the Blue Devils defeated Cranford, 4-

1, and Hyland was on the mound.
“Last time we faced Cranford,

Bridget pitched and she pitched a
gem. For the past couple of games,
Michaela has been really hot. She’s
been throwing hard and she’s been
throwing strikes and getting people
out and getting big outs in big situa-
tions. We decided to go with her to-
day. We trust them both to start a
game and go a game,” Coach
MacDonald explained.

Hobson recently recorded a 6-1
win over Chatham and a 6-5 win over
AL Johnson.

“She’s earned it. She won us a big
game in Chatham on Saturday and
she won us a big game yesterday
against ALJ [Johnson]. She’s done a
good job and so has Bridget, so you
never know who we are going to draw
that day,” Coach MacDonald said.

Westfield drew the third seed for
the Union County Tournament, now
under way, and Cranford drew the
sixth seed, so it is highly likely the
two rivals will face each other again.

“When Bridget came in, she did ex-
actly what she needed to do and looked
really sharp. There’s a chance we will
see them again in the county
quarterfinals if both of us do our jobs in
the first round. So we will see who gets
the third one,” Coach MacDonald said.
Cranford 300 010 0 4
Westfield 000 000 3 3

Raiders Down Cardinals in UCT First Round
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

just needed him to throw strikes.
That’s what he did,” Ramos said.

Gale led off the bottom of the first
inning with a walk, took second on
the catcher’s throwing error, moved
to third on Ramos’ slow grounder
back to the mound and scored on a
wild pitch. Downing chopped a single
past third, stole second and eventu-
ally scored the second run on another
wild pitch. The Raiders upped their
lead to 3-0 in the second when Angelo
DiNizo and Canavan both walked,
Gale moved them over with a sacri-
fice bunt then Ramos lofted an RBI
sac fly to center.

The Cardinals scored once in the
top of the third. Waldy Arias was hit
on his backside, stole second and
scored on Toran Smith’s double to
deep leftfield. In the scoreless Cardi-
nal fourth inning, Raider catcher Mike
Dieu gunned down Carlos Acosta at-
tempting to steal second.

Canavan, Gale and Ramos got
things going in the Raider fourth.
Canavan drilled a leadoff double off
the leftfield fence and Gale brought
him home with a single to left. Ramos
laid down a perfect bunt single along
the third baseline and Gale alertly
hooked around second and took third
when he saw it was uncovered. Sam
Schetelich made the score 6-0 with a

bouncing two-run double over third.
“Jonny had a nice bunt for a base

hit with Willy coming around. That’s
the kind of stuff we need to be able to
do to put some more pressure on the
other team,” Coach Higgins said.

“We knew we had to score. We had
a little bit of trouble at the beginning,
so a nice little bunt would have started
us off and we kept going from there.
It was a fastball a little inside and I
was able to get it down,” Ramos ex-
plained.

“I saw it go down and I just tried to
run my hardest. The third baseman
was going to come down because it
was hard hit. I knew Jon was going to
be safe, so I took a hard turn and
ended up being safe at third,” Gale
described.

Once the trio of Canavan, Gale and
Ramos get on base that would defi-
nitely spell danger to opponents.

“I am not a home run hitter and I
don’t try to do that at all. Line drives
and ground balls. That’s what I try to
do. Speed kills and our team has a lot
of speed. That is what our game plan
is,” Gale explained.

“We need our fast guys to get on
base. We are not the kind of team that
is going to pound the ball up and
down the lineup. Willy hit the ball
very hard today. He hit a couple of

shots. Some of these little guys we
have are pretty strong. Willy is one of
them,” Coach Higgins said.

“As long as he gives me the go sign,
I am going to go. I’m going to try to
steal a base and advance,” Gale said.

Frye whacked his solo homer over
the left-centerfield fence in the fifth
then the Raiders matched the run in
the lower half of the inning. Angelo
DiNizo singled then attempted to
score on Gale’s single to left but was
gunned down at the plate. In the mean-
time, Gale hooked around to third.
Ramos sizzled a grounder over first.
The first baseman made a spectacular
stop but Ramos beat him to the bag as
the two collided and Gale scored.

“I was trying to go the other way. I
hit the ball hard. He made a nice play
but I was able to beat it out but I was
good after that,” Ramos explained.

The Raiders added four runs in the
sixth to stretch their lead to 11-2.
Anthony DiNizo (3 walks) drew a
free pass, swiped second and scored
on Dieu’s single over second. Angelo
DiNizo yanked an RBI single over
first, sped to second on a throw to the
plate then scored when Canavan’s
grounder was mishandled at third.
Gale then punched an RBI single to
right-center.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

more photos at goleader.com
Ballyhoo Sports

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

BIG LEADOFF DOUBLE...Raider Josh Canavan, No. 3, slides into second with a leadoff double to spark a three-run fourth
inning in the Union County Tournament game against the Plainfield Cardinals in Scotch Plains on April 28.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

FLYING INTO THIRD...Cougar Erin Schwerdtfeger comes flying into third base as Blue Devil Rachel Rothenberg gets the
forceout in the first inning. Schwerdtfeger had three hits in the game and the Cougars held off the Blue Devils, 4-3.
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Westfield’s Alex Park Receives
NJ Dare Devils Jr. Coach Award

The NJ Dare Devils Special Hockey
organization hosted their Year End
Party, a Hoe Down theme for fami-
lies, players and coaches, on April 15.
There are 70 junior/student coaches,
12 Senior Adult Coaches and over 50
players within the organization.

Alex Park, a junior at Westfield
High School and a member of the
Westfield Varsity Ice Hockey Team
was awarded 2018 Junior Coach of
the Year by the NJ Dare Devils. Head
Coach, Steve Ritter presented the
award to Park, noting that Park has
volunteered as a Dare Devils Junior
Coach over the last three years and
that he demonstrated a great knack
for working with even the toughest
kids and adults. Coach Ritter went on
to say how Park’s patience and dedi-
cation would be an asset to his future
endeavors and that the organization
was excited to have him back next
season.

In his acceptance speech Park said
“I am extremely honored to accept this
award. I started junior coaching three
years ago because I love the sport of

hockey. I never had the chance to coach
before and with the Dare Devils, I
completely fell in love with it. When I
asked myself why this was, the answer
was obvious, because of the players. I
want to thank the players so much for
inspiring me every single time I was
with you guys. Whether it was some-
one scoring an awesome goal or just
talking to everyone by the bench, I
would always leave the rink with a
smile on my face, and that is all thanks
to the players and their families. I
encourage all of you to keep spreading
the joy that hockey brings. I have been
blessed to coach such a wonderful
group and I can’t wait to come back to
coach again next year.”

The NJ Dare Devils provide oppor-
tunities for individuals with develop-
mental disabilities to participate in
the sport of ice hockey in a specially-
adapted learning environment. The
Dare Devils players have a wide range
of abilities — from advanced to learn-
to-skate – and participate in a brand
of the sport known as “Special
Hockey.”

Oak Knoll’s Sailing Team
Makes Waves Historic Debut

SMOOTH SAILING...Pictured, left to right, are: Caroline Maher ’21, of Westfield;
Celia Peri ’20, of Chester; Anna Schwartz ’20, of Westfield; Cameron Haarmann
’18, of Mendham; Angela Kenney ’18, of Summit; Megan Wittmer ’21, of
Chatham; and Teresa Pollard ’21, of South Orange. Not pictured are Lauren
Burke ’19, of Essex Fells; Mary Moriarty ’19, of Summit; and Elizabeth Adelhelm
’19, of Mendham.

SUMMIT – Oak Knoll School’s
interscholastic sailing team made its
historic debut during the Raritan Tues-
day Series on April 24. The seven-
person squad, split between two ships
– the Southport and the Spicy Chicken
Sandwich II – set sail on the team’s
inaugural competition on the Raritan
River, placing fourth and fifth in mul-
tiple races.

The team includes Celia Peri ’20,
of Chester; Anna Schwartz ’20
(Westfield); Caroline Maher ’21
(Westfield); Teresa Pollard ’21,
(South Orange); Megan Wittmer ’21,
(Chatham); Cameron Haarmann ’18,
(Mendham); Angela Kenney ’18,
(Summit), Lauren Burke ’19, (Essex
Fells); Mary Moriarty ’19, (Summit);
and Elizabeth Adelhelm ’19,
(Mendham).

Maher and Schwartz were the com-
bined force behind the genesis of the
team, as both had competitive sailing
in their blood and have been compet-
ing since they were 8-years old.

“The two of us were drawn to com-
petitive sailing because both of our
fathers sailed from the time they were
very young,” she said. “Growing up
with this legacy in our family, we have
been surrounded by sailing our whole
lives.”

After competing over the summers
for many years, they decided they
wanted to continue through the school
year, though the process to make their
dream a reality actually began at the
end of the 2016-17 school year when
the two reached out to Athletic Direc-
tor Kelly Childs.

“From the start, Mrs. Childs has
been very receptive and supportive of
our plans and we could not have done
this without her,” Maher said.

During the fall and winter, Maher
and Schwartz set up meetings to fig-
ure out logistics of the team and re-
cruit their fellow students to join.
They also spoke with students from
Summit High School’s sailing team to
glean additional information about
what they could expect starting their
own squad.

The team practices on Thursdays
and Saturdays, with competitions fall-
ing on Tuesdays on the Raritan River,
setting off from Perth Amboy.

“We sail in two-person boats called
‘FJs,’” Maher explained. “Each boat
has a skipper that is responsible for
steering the boat and controlling the
larger of two sails. The crew plays a
critical role of managing the second
sail, the centerboard and general
weight distribution.

“The boat is only 13 feet long, so
teamwork and communication are a
must,” she added.

Though they just had their first com-
petition earlier this week, Maher is
already looking beyond the horizon.

“Down the road, we hope to com-
pete at the regional and even national
level,” she said.

Westfield’s Alex Park receives NJ Dare Jr. Coach Award

60+ A DIVISION:
TEAM W L
Kilkenny House 2 0
Yogi’s Boys 2 0
American Legion 1 0
Liberty Lighting Group 1 1
Awnings Galore 0 2

60+ B DIVISION:
TEAM W L
Avengers 1 1
Cranford VFW 1 1
Creative Industries Too 0 1
DeBellis Associates 0 2

American Leg., 18 Liberty 9
Harry Streep pitched a solid game

to win for American Legion. Offen-
sive stars for the Legionnaires were
Johnny Amato (4 hits) and Ralph
Genova, Glen Sytko, Johnny Symczak
and Bill Daniels (3 hits each). For
Liberty, rookie Lou Balestriere was
3-for-4 and second baseman Bob
Molle blasted a leadoff triple in the
3rd inning.
Kilkenny House 21, Awnings 11

Kilkenny banged out 27 hits led by
Ron Kulik, Bill Vanderstreet (3B)
and Bob D’Meo (HR) who all went 4-
for-4. Al Feigenbaum, Don
Montefusco and Ed Klecan had three
hits each. Richie Traub and Wally
Dusko (3-for-3, run, RBI), Danny
Mendoza (R, BB) and Bobby Lorincz
(R, RBI) each with 2 hits, and Pete
Osborn and Rich Polonitza (each with
2 RBI) led Awnings. Two terrific
catches by Bill Vanderstreet and 6+
innings of steady relief pitching by
Bobby D’Meo stifled each of the
Awnings attempts to stay close to
Kilkenny.
Avengers 27, DeBellis 23

The Avengers scored 10 runs to
avenge the 10 runs DeBellis scored 2
innings before. Leo Diguilo, Bob
Hoffman, Anthony Abbaleo, Bill
Moore, Ron Horinko and Steve Falco
(4 or more hits), Joe Brown, Geno
Raisley (who got the win in relief),
Dave Goodman and Tom Connolly
with 3 hit apiece led the Avengers.
Richie Krov and Teo Fernandez had
key hits during the 10-run rally. Johnny
Miller (3-for-5, 5 runs, triple) Rich
Grossberg (4-for-5, 4 runs) Howard
Walker (2-for-3) Bob Mancini (4-
for-4, 2 runs) Bruce Bilotti (3-for-5, 2
runs) and Dennis Wilckens (3-for-4,
2 runs)
Yogi’s Boys 27, CR VFW2 12

Yogi’s Boys pounded out 35 hits
and every player had multiple hits led
by Mark Mariski (HR, 3R), Tom
Straniero (2B, 3B, 3R), Dennis
Watson (3R) and Steve Ferro (2B)
who were all perfect at the plate. Also
adding to the hit parade were Dana
Kimmel (3R), Joe DePierro (2B, win-
ning pitcher), Frank DeLuca (2B),
Geoff Polston and Brian Williams
(3B) each with 3 hits. Dave Drechsel
(3H, HR, 2B, 2R, RBI), Ken Murray
(3H) and Joe Mitarotonda (2H, R,
2RBI) led the VFW.
Liberty 14, Awnings Galore 12

LLG seized a 12-run lead going
into the final 2 frames. Rick Regenthal
and Harry Semple (3 hits, including 2
doubles), Steve Pietrucha and Mike
Guatta (3 clutch hits each) led LLG.
Willie Jackson pitched a gem of a
game but could not hold Awnings
from placing the tying run on second,
then loading the bases, with 2 outs in
the bottom of the 7th. Then Liberty
catcher Rick Lindemann sprang up
from behind the plate and pulled in
the game-ending catch. For Awnings,
Danny Mendoza (2R, 2B, RBI) had
three hits, and Angelo Melillo (R,
2B), Rich Polonitza (2R, RBI), John
Campanella (2R, RBI), Ray Meigs
(3RBI) and Carmine Priore (2RBI)
each added two hits.
Yogi’s Boys 25 DeBellis 14

After falling behind 6-0 in the first
inning, Yogi’s Boys came roaring
back, pounding out 30 hits. Gary
Pence (4H, 3R) and Frank DeLuca
(3H) — perfect at the plate — Dana
Kimmel (3H, 2R), Tom Straniero (3H,
4R), Anthony Santorelli (3H, 3R),
Joe DePierro (3H, 3R) and Dennis
Watson (3H, 2R) led Yogi’s Boys.
Leading DeBellis was Howard Walker
(3-for-3, 2R) Rich Grossberg (2H,
2R,) Johnny Miller (2H, 2R) and Art
Martines (2H).
Cranford VFW2 15 Creative 5

With the scored tied 3-3, VFW
scored five runs in the top of the
second then took command with five
runs in the seventh. Leading the VFW
at the plate were Dave Drechsel (2H,
2R, 2RBI), George Merlo (3H, 3R,
RBI) and Bill Hinkle (3H, 2B, R,
2RBI).
Kilkenny House 16 Avengers 6

Kilkenny was led by the hitting of
Ron Kulik, Bill Vanderstreet, Ed
Klecan, Bob D’Meo and Howie Busch
all with 3 hits each.

50+ A DIVISION (April 29):
TEAM W L
Deegan Roofing 1 0
Phenomenal Boyz 1 0
Joe Max Telecom 0 1
Linwood Inn 0 1

50+ B DIVISION 2:
TEAM W L
Advanced Financial 1 0
Garwood Metal 1 0
Riverside Inn 1 0
Contact Lens & Vision 0 1
Cranford VFW 0 1

50+ C DIVISION:
TEAM W L
Bad Brains 1 0
AJ Jersey 1 1
Linda’s Driftwood Bar 0 1
Conair 0 2

Garwood Metal 18, Conair 13
Conair jumped ahead 9-3 in the

third inning, but the GM Warriors
kept chipping away until finally cap-
turing the lead, 12-10, in the sixth
inning after scoring 6 times. Garwood
Metal was led by Ron Kulik, Carey
Durrett, Bob D’Meo and Bob Greco,
all with 3 hits apiece.
Advanced 20, Cranford VFW 4

Tom Breen (3 RBI), Billy Hillyer
(2 RBI) and Dave Grandmaison (5
RBI) led the AF effort going 4-for-4.
Jerry Isolda contributed 4 RBI and
John Rachko had 3 hits, while pitcher
Tom Colandro held the VFW to 4
runs. Jerry Veglia went 2-for-2 for
Cranford.
Riverside Inn 14, Linda’s 4

Riverside, pounding out 20 hits,
had Ross Pennise and John Llano
each smacking a home run. Rich
Polonitza added 2 RBI in support of
winning pitcher Paul Newton’s gem.
Bad Brains 31, AJ Jersey 29

BB plated 13 in the bottom of the
6th to go on top. Vinnie Coadaro (6-
for-6, 2 3B), Keith Johnson and Jim
Gray (5 hits each), and Diego Elliot

(HR), Ramon Martinez (HR), Jose
Cortes and Ken Zeidner all with 4 hits
led Bad Brains. Keith McDede
smacked 3 base knocks. For AJ Jer-
sey, Mark Marotta, Chuck Serafin,
Alan Dente (HR) and Joe Killburg
had multiple extra base hits and com-
bined for 13 RBI.
Roselle A.L. 18, Contact 17

Roselle scored two runs in the bot-
tom of the seventh to earn the victory.
Joe Caliguari started with a base hit
and Harold Zayas walked to put the
winning run on base. Jim McCullough
moved the runners into scoring posi-
tion, allowing Bill Dugan to tie the
game with a base hit. Next, winning
pitcher Rich Vella singled to seal the
victory. Eddie Rodriguez (2 triples)
and Ed Lubas contributed three hits
each for the Legion. Anthony Miccio
and Jeff Balish (3-for-3), Scott Cohen
(triple), and Tim Walsh and Matt
Kasper (both doubled and singles)
for CLV.
Deegan Roofing 14, JoeMax 7

Scott Mugele (2HR,5RBI), Tom
Baldowski (3 hits, long HR) Marty
Marks (3-for-3, triple) and Doug
Fisher (3 hits) led the Deeganators.
Artie Issler pitched very well for
JoeMax and was supported by a solid
defensive performance. In the final
frame, Deegan plated 3, putting the
game out of reach. Michael McKenna
scored twice and had two doubles for
Telecom.
Phenom Boyz 15, Linwood 9

In a game called after 5 innings due
to darkness, the Tap House had Joe
Sarica, Joe Menza, Rich Johns and
Mac Kowaleski with a pair of hits
each.
AJ Jersey 30, Conair 21

For AJ, Mark Marotta, Alan Dente
and Joe Killburg each homered and
drove in a combined 12 runs. Mike
Rosenberg, Dave Rizzo, Kevin Price
and Pat Ferro had 4 hits each in the
32-hit attack.

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD

NOTICE OF PENDING BOND ORDINANCE AND SUMMARY

The bond ordinance, the summary terms of which are included herein, was introduced
and passed upon first reading at a meeting of the Township Committee of the Township
of Cranford, in the County of Union, State of New Jersey, on April 24, 2018. It will be further
considered for final passage, after public hearing thereon, at a meeting of the Township
Committee to be held at its meeting room in the Municipal Building, 8 Springfield Avenue,
Cranford, New Jersey, on May 22, 2018 at 7:30 P.M. During the week prior to and up to
and including the date of such meeting copies of the full ordinance will be available at no
cost and during regular business hours, at the Clerk’s office for the members of the
general public who shall request the same. The summary of the terms of such bond
ordinance follows:

TITLE: BOND ORDINANCE TO AUTHORIZE THE MAKING OF VARIOUS
PUBLIC IMPROVEMENTS AND THE ACQUISITION OF NEW ADDITIONAL
OR REPLACEMENT EQUIPMENT AND MACHINERY, NEW COMMUNI-
CATION AND SIGNAL SYSTEMS EQUIPMENT, NEW INFORMATION
TECHNOLOGY EQUIPMENT AND A NEW FIRE ENGINE AND NEW
AUTOMOTIVE VEHICLES, INCLUDING ORIGINAL APPARATUS AND
EQUIPMENT, IN, BY AND FOR THE TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD, IN THE
COUNTY OF UNION, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, TO APPROPRIATE THE
SUM OF $4,565,500 TO PAY THE COST THEREOF, TO APPROPRIATE
VARIOUS GRANTS, TO MAKE A DOWN PAYMENT, TO AUTHORIZE THE
ISSUANCE OF BONDS TO FINANCE SUCH APPROPRIATION AND TO
PROVIDE FOR THE ISSUANCE OF BOND ANTICIPATION NOTES IN
ANTICIPATION OF THE ISSUANCE OF SUCH BONDS.

The purposes, appropriations, bonds/notes authorized and grants appropriated
in this multipurpose bond ordinance are as follows:

SCHEDULE OF IMPROVEMENTS, PURPOSES AND AMOUNTS

A. Resurfacing or reconstruction of various Township roads (including resurfacing of
bike paths), as set forth on a list prepared or to be prepared by the Township Engineer,
and placed on file or to be placed on file with the Township Clerk, and hereby approved
as if set forth herein in full. Depending upon the contract price and other exigent
circumstances, and upon approval by the Township Committee, there may be additions
to or deletions from the aforesaid list. It is hereby determined and stated that said roads
being improved are of “Class B” or equivalent construction as defined in Section 22 of the
Local Bond Law (Chapter 2 of Title 40A of the New Jersey Statutes Annotated, as
amended; the “Local Bond Law”).

Appropriation and Estimated Cost $1,025,000
County Grant Appropriated $   75,000
Down Payment Appropriated $   45,250
Bonds and Notes Authorized $  904,750
Period of Usefulness 10 years

B. Reconstruction of South Union Avenue (from Lincoln Avenue to Lexington Avenue).
It is hereby determined and stated that said road being improved is of “Class B” or
equivalent construction as defined in Section 22 of the Local Bond Law.

Appropriation and Estimated Cost $  975,000
State Grant Appropriated $  470,000
Down Payment Appropriated $   24,050
Bonds and Notes Authorized $  480,950
Period of Usefulness 10 years

C. Construction of handicapped access ramps at various locations.

Appropriation and Estimated Cost $   20,000
Federal Grant Appropriated $   20,000
Period of Usefulness 10 years

D. Undertaking of pedestrian safety improvements at Eastman Avenue (between North
and South Avenues).

Appropriation and Estimated Cost $  200,000
State Grant Appropriated $  200,000
Period of Usefulness 10 years

E. Desilting of the Rahway River at various locations.

Appropriation and Estimated Cost $  100,000
Down Payment Appropriated $    4,770
Bond and Notes Authorized $   95,230
Period of Usefulness 15 years

F. Undertaking of drainage and storm sewer improvements at Blake Avenue and other
locations.

Appropriation and Estimated Cost $   10,000
Down Payment Appropriated $      480
Bond and Notes Authorized $    9,520

Period of Usefulness 40 years

G. Expansion and improvement of the Children’s Room in the Public Library. It is hereby
determined and stated that said public building being improved is of “Class B” or
equivalent construction as defined in Section 22 of the Local Bond Law.

Appropriation and Estimated Cost $  960,000
Down Payment Appropriated $   45,715
Bonds and Notes Authorized $  914,285
Period of Usefulness 15 years

H.  Acquisition of new additional or replacement equipment and machinery for the use
of the Department of Public Works (“DPW”) consisting of (i) a loader and (ii) a trailer.

Appropriation and Estimated Cost $  212,000
Down Payment Appropriated $   10,100
Bonds and Notes Authorized $  201,900
Period of Usefulness 15 years

I. Acquisition of new additional or replacement equipment and machinery and new
automotive vehicles, including original apparatus and equipment, for the use of various
Township departments, offices and agencies:

DPW
pickup truck with plow and lift gate
utility truck with plow and lift gate

Fire Department
turnout gear

Appropriation and Estimated Cost $  117,000
Down Payment Appropriated $    6,045
Bonds and Notes Authorized $  110,955
Period of Usefulness 5 years

J. Undertaking of the following park improvements: (i) rehabilitation of basketball courts
at Adams Park and (ii) renovation of playgrounds at Adams and Buchanan Parks.

Appropriation and Estimated Cost $  150,000
Down Payment Appropriated $    7,150
Bonds and Notes Authorized $  142,850
Period of Usefulness 15 years

K. (i) Acquisition of new additional or replacement equipment and machinery and new
communication and signal systems equipment for the use of the Police Department
consisting of (a) a copy machine and (b) replacement security cameras for the Cranford
Crossing Garage, and (ii) undertaking of the planning and design phase for the
replacement of the radio system for various Township departments.

Appropriation and Estimated Cost $   97,500
Down Payment Appropriated $    4,650
Bonds and Notes Authorized $   92,850
Period of Usefulness 10 years

L. Acquisition of a new pumper fire engine, including original apparatus and equipment.

Appropriation and Estimated Cost $  660,000
Down Payment Appropriated $   31,430
Bonds and Notes Authorized $  628,570
Period of Usefulness 10 years

M. Acquisition of new communication and signal systems equipment and new informa-
tion technology equipment consisting of upgraded technology and camera equipment for
the use of TV-35.

Appropriation and Estimated Cost $   39,000
Down Payment Appropriated $    1,860
Bonds and Notes Authorized $   37,140
Period of Usefulness 7 years

———————————————————————————

Aggregate Appropriation and Estimated Cost $4,565,500
Aggregate Grants Appropriated $  765,000
Aggregate Down Payment Appropriated $  181,500
Aggregate Amount of Bonds and Notes Authorized $3,619,000

Section 20 Costs: $360,000
Useful Life of Projects Funded by Debt: 11.76 years

This Notice is published pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:2-17.
Patricia Donahue

Township Clerk
Township of Cranford

County of Union
State of New Jersey

1 T - 5/3/18, The Leader Fee: $250.92

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE

WBA CHAMPIONS...The Spartans of the Westfield Basketball Association Boys
Fifth Grade League recently capped an 11-2 season with a 39-32 victory in the
league championship final. Pictured, left to right, are: front row; Dev Daswani,
Kevin Deegan, Charlie Vanecek, Wesley Davis and Coach Tom Hatch; back row,
Charlie Prieto, Nicky Cassara, Brenton Hatch, Ethan Zhu , Blake Hanna and
Danny Gonzalez.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13

SPF Raiders Down
Cardinals in UCT

Raider Nick McCormack relieved
in the seventh and the Cardinals scored
four runs on a series of errors, two
walks, one single and a few wild
pitches.

The Raiders could had a third meeting
with third-seeded Governor Livingston
(GL) in the UCT semis but can not look
past. The Raiders won their first outing
and GL won the second.

“We are just going to take one
game at a time and focus on the next
game. If we win that one, we will
focus on GL then,” Ramos said.

“I think we are a strong team but
GL is a good team. I think we can beat
them,” Gale added.

“We got Johnson and Cranford this
week. There’s some mistakes that we
need to clean up, so I am not even
thinking about next Saturday because
we need to get better this week,”
Coach Higgins said.
Plainfield 001 010 4 6
Sc Pl-Fanwood 210 314 x 11

Probitas Verus Honos

Union County Senior 50+
Softball League Standings:

Union County Senior 60+
Softball League Standings:

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD
CRANFORD, NEW JERSEY

NOTICE OF CONTRACT
AWARD AMENDMENT

The Township of Cranford has amended
a Contract Award to provide environmen-
tal legal services to the Township of
Cranford. The Township of Cranford ad-
vertised a Request for Proposal for envi-
ronmental legal services through a fair and
open process in accordance with NJSA
19:44A-20.4 et seq. This contract and
Resolution No. 2018-187 are available for
public inspection at the office of the Mu-
nicipal Clerk.

AWARDED TO: Wanda Chin
Monahan, Esq., 50 Cardinal Drive, Suite
102, Westfield, New Jersey 07090.

SERVICE: Environmental Legal Ser-
vices

FEE: Not to Exceed $22,500
DATE: April 24, 2018

Patricia Donahue, RMC
Township Clerk

1 T - 5/3/18, The Leader Fee: $23.97

PUBLIC NOTICE
SCOTCH PLAINS-FANWOOD

BOARD OF EDUCATION

TAKE NOTICE the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Public Schools of the State of
New Jersey has received notification from
Records Management Services of the
Department of Treasury of the State of
New Jersey that a review and evaluation of
the image processing system currently in
use for school records maintained in the
office(s) of Scotch Plains-Fanwood Public
Schools has been completed and an appli-
cation for registration of said image pro-
cessing system for the keeping of public
records has been submitted, per P.L.1994,
c.140 and N.J.A.C. 15:3-4 and 5.

Copies of the completed application are
available for viewing and examination by
the public at the offices of the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Public Schools, Adminis-
tration Building, 512 Cedar Street, Scotch
Plains, New Jersey 07076 during regular
business hours, and Monday through Fri-
day (excluding State holidays) between
8:30 AM and 3:30 PM.

Deborah Saridaki,
School Business Administrator

Board Secretary
1 T - 5/3/18, The Times Fee: $25.50
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CLASSIFIEDS

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

COUNTY OF UNION

TAKE NOTICE That pursuant to Resolution No. 98-05, adopted by the Township
Counsel of the Township of Scotch Plains on May 10, 2005, that the undersigned will
expose for sale at Public Auction, in accordance with Title 39:10A-1, at the times and
locations specified below, the following motor vehicles which came into the possession
of the Scotch Plains Police Department through abandonment or failure of owners to
claim same.

All the vehicles on the following lists are offered in strictly “as is” condition, with no
representation as to condition or fitness for any particular purpose. Minimum bid for each
vehicle will be all towing and storage fees due to the towing agency.

Purchase must be made by cash or certified check. A 10% deposit must be given at time
of auction. Balance must be paid by 4:00 p.m. the same day.

The public auction shall be held on May 8, 2018 in accordance with the laws of the State
of New Jersey pertaining thereto.

The following vehicle may be examined at Frank’s Towing 56 Martine Avenue,
Fanwood, New Jersey at 8:30 am. Public Auction will commence at 8:45 am.

MAKE YEAR VIN NO. MINIMUM BID
TOYOTA 2009 JTDBT903091319162 $2,235.00

Bozena Lacina, RMC
Township Clerk

1 T - 5/3/18, The Times Fee: $41.82

PUBLIC NOTICE
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY

CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY

DOCKET NO. F-038953-15
FILE NO. 21023-15

NOTICE TO REDEEM

ACE PLUS LLC; PLAINTIFF
VS. CARLOS M. CALDAS;
ALLENE CALDAS, WIFE OF
CARLOS M. CALDAS; ANTO-
NIO LAZARO; ARMINDO
LAZARO; SANDRA SOUSA;
STATE OF NEW JERSEY;
DEFENDANT(S)

TO: SANDRA SOUSA;
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that an order

made on April 27, 2018, the Superior Court
Fixed June 27, 2018 between the hours of
nine o’clock in the forenoon and four o’clock
in the afternoon, prevailing time, at the
office of the Tax Collector of ELIZABETH,
located at 50 WINFIELD SCOTT PLAZA,
ELIZABETH, NEW JERSEY 07201 as the
time and place when and where you may
pay to the plaintiff the amount so found due
for principal and interest on its certificate of
tax sale as follows:

LOT 623 BLOCK 5 on the tax duplicate
of ELIZABETH. Total amount required to
redeem tax sale certificate no. 11-00172 is
$188,052.11, together with interest from
April 4, 2018 and costs of $694.26.

And that unless, at the same time and
place, you or one of you redeem by paying
the aforesaid sum so found due to plaintiff,
then you, and each of you shall be de-
barred and foreclosed of and from all right
and equity of redemption of, in and to the
lands and premises above set out and
described in the complaint and every part
thereof, and that the plaintiff be vested with
an absolute and indefeasible estate of
inheritance in fee simple in said lands and
premises.

Anything to the contrary notwithstand-
ing, redemption shall be permitted up until
the entry of final judgment including the
whole of the last date upon which judg-
ment is entered.

Michael G. Pellegrino, Esq.
Attorney for Plaintiff

PELLEGRINO & FELDSTEIN, L.L.C.
290 Route 46 West
Denville, New Jersey 07834
(973) 586-2300
1 T - 5/3/18, The Leader Fee: $47.94

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD
CRANFORD, NEW JERSEY

NOTICE OF CONTRACT
AWARD AMENDMENT

The Township of Cranford has amended
a Contract Award to provide general litiga-
tion services to the Township of Cranford.
The Township of Cranford advertised a
Request for Proposal for general litigation
services through a fair and open process
in accordance with NJSA 19:44A-20.4 et
seq. This contract and Resolution No. 2018-
184 are available for public inspection at
the office of the Municipal Clerk.

AWARDED TO: McElroy, Deutsch,
Mulvaney & Carpenter, LLP, Three Gate-
way Center, Newark, New Jersey 07102.

SERVICE: General Litigation Services
FEE: Not to Exceed $75,000
DATE: April 24, 2018

Patricia Donahue, RMC
Township Clerk

1 T - 5/3/18, The Leader Fee: $22.44

Scotch Plains Library Posts
Friday Films For May

if he were to shrink himself to five
inches tall, allowing him to live in
wealth and splendor.

May 25 — Darkest Hour (PG-13,
125 minutes). In May 1940, the fate of
Western Europe hangs on British Prime
Minister Winston Churchill, who must
decide whether to negotiate with Adolf
Hitler, or fight on knowing that it could
mean a humiliating defeat for Britain
and its empire.

These screenings are free and open
to all. Registration is not required.
For more information, visit
scotlib.org, call (908) 322-5007, ex-
tension no. 204, or e-mail
library@scotlib.org.

The Scotch Plains Public Library
is located at 1927 Bartle Avenue,
one block from Park Avenue in the
center of the township.

SCOTCH PLAINS — Members
of the community are invited to the
Scotch Plains Public Library on Fri-
days at noon during May for new
movies. The schedule is as follows:

May 4 — Phantom Thread (R,
130 minutes). Set in 1950s London,
it tells the story of Reynolds Wood-
cock, a renowned dressmaker whose
fastidious life is disrupted by a
young, strong-willed woman, Alma,
who becomes his muse and lover.

May 11 — Roman J. Israel, Esq.
(PG-13, 117 minutes). The title charac-
ter is a driven, idealistic defense attor-
ney who finds himself in a tumultuous
series of events that lead to a crisis and
the necessity for extreme action.

May 18 — Downsizing (R, 135
minutes). In this social satire, a man
realizes he would have a better life

FREELANCERS  WANTED
Strong, detail-oriented writers
with professional demeanor
needed to cover local
government meetings. Must be
able to meet deadlines, know
how to write a lead, and take
an active interest in their beats
in order to develop news
stories. Please email
resume and clips to:

editor@goleader.com

FITNESS EQUIPMENT FOR SALE

Body By Jake FIRMFLEX Total
Body Trainer. Complete Workout
Exercise Machine. Space Saving
Design. Padded Bench.
Adjustable Height and Resistence.
Perfect For Home or Dorm!
Excellent Condition, $30.

Call (908) 654-6091

GARAGE WANTED

Looking to rent a garage in the
Westfield/Scotch Plains area for
car storage. Must have electricity
and be clean and dry. Rate
negotiable based on quality. Will
not be accessed daily, but must
be available without notice.

Please contact me at:
Spiderk@protonmail.com

FARM WORKERS NEEDED

18 temp farm workers needed
6/18/18-7/31/18. Workers will
perform various duties associated
with planting vegetables according
to supervisor’s instructions.
Workers will have extensive
periods of sitting, standing,
walking, pushing, pulling, repetitive
movement, frequent stopping and
lifting 75lbs. Must have 3 months’
verifiable experience hand
harvesting a perishable crop &
affirmative verifiable job
references. May random drug test
at employer’s expense.
Guaranteed at least 3/4 of contract
hours but hours will vary according
to weather and crop conditions.
Hours may exceed or be less than
36 hours. Work tools, supplies,
equipment provided at no cost.
Housing provided for non-
commuting workers at no cost.
Transportation & subsistence
reimbursed to worker upon
completion of 50% of contract or
earlier if appropriate. $12.83/hr or
current applicable AEWR. Raise/
bonus at employer discretion.
EOE. Worksite in Monroe, Wayne,
Livingston, Erie & Geness Co’s.,
NY. Report or send a resume to
nearest local NJ One Stop Career
Center office or call 908-412-7980
& reference Job # NY-1250704.
Kreher Enterprises LLC: Clarence NY

WESTFIELD ESTATE SALE

1010 Wyandotte Trail
Saturday 5/5, 10am to 3pm

ONE DAY ONLY!!! Mahogany
Dining Table, Chairs, Hutch,
Sideboard, Kitchen Set, Sofas,
Chairs, Mirrors, Lamps, Artwork,
Lester Spinet Piano, Twin Beds,
Dressers, Desks, File Cabinets,
Clothes, Linens, Singer Sewing
Machine, Fabrics, Washer, Dryer,
Refrigerator, Golf Clubs, and
More! For pics DovetailsUSA.com

WESTFIELD MOVING SALE

Sunday, 5/6, 10am to 3pm
213 Golf Edge Drive

One Day Sale!!!
Sofas, Chairs, Bedroom Set,
Lamps, Mirrors, Sectional Sofa,
Computer Desk, Rug, Artwork,
Kitchenware, Decorative Accesso-
ries, Patio Furniture, Bikes, TV, and
More!!! For pics DovetailsUSA.com

FARMWORKERS NEEDED

2 Temp Farmworkers needed
6/1/18 – 11/7/18. Workers will
perform various duties associated
with hand harvesting squash
according to supervisor’s
instructions. Workers will have
extensive periods of sitting,
standing, walking, pushing, pulling,
repetitive movement, frequent
stopping and lifting 60lbs. Must
have 1 month verifiable experience
hand harvesting vegetables and
tree fruit on a commercial farm &
affirmative, verifiable job
references. May random drug test
at employer’s expense.
Guaranteed at least 3/4 of contract
hours but hours will vary according
to weather and crop conditions.
Hours may exceed or be less than
40 hours. Work tools, supplies,
equipment provided at no cost.
Housing provided for non-
commuting workers at no cost.
Transportation & subsistence
reimbursed to worker upon
completion of 50% of contract or
earlier if appropriate. $12.83/hr or
current applicable AEWR. Raise/
bonus at employer discretion.
EOE. Worksite in Monroe &
Orleans Co.’s, NY. Applicants
report/send a resume to the
nearest NJ Newark One Stop
Career Center office or call 908-
412-7980 & ref job order # NY-
1254147. Conrow Farms-
Brockport, NY

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

PLANNING BOARD

Notice is hereby given that the PLAN-
NING BOARD OF THE BOROUGH OF
FANWOOD, after public hearing on March
28, 2018 granted approval to George
Mathews & Sandra Francis for setback, lot
size, lot width and improvement coverage
variances for property at 31 Watson Road,
Fanwood, being Block 53 and Lot 15.

Documents pertaining to this application
are available for public inspection at Bor-
ough Hall during normal business hours.

George Mathews & Sandra Francis
31 Watson Road

Fanwood, New Jersey 07023
1 T - 5/3/18, The Leader Fee: $15.81

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

The Board of Adjustment of the Town of
Westfield, New Jersey will meet on May
23, 2018 in the Council Chambers at the
Municipal Building, 425 East Broad Street,
Westfield, New Jersey at 7:30 p.m. to hear
and consider the following appeal for vari-
ances from the requirements of the
Westfield Land Use Ordinance.

Elegant Homes NJ, LLC, 321 Elm
Street, Block 1003, Lot 9. Applicant is
seeking “c” and “d” variance approval to
demolish an existing one family home and
construct a two family dwelling which is a
permitted use in the RM-8 zone. Applicant
seeks variances from the following Sec-
tions of the Land Use Ordinance: Section
11.11E8 which requires maximum build-
ing height of 32 feet, while 37.2 feet is
proposed (a “d” variance); Section 12.04E
which allows a maximum Floor Area Ratio
of 25%, while 33.1% is proposed (a “d”
variance); Section 12.04F1 which allows a
Maximum Building Coverage (without
porch) of 20%, while 20.8% is proposed;
Section 11.11E14 which requires detached
garages, while two attached garages are
proposed (a “d” variance).

Variances, waivers or exceptions from
certain site plan details, or relief from re-
quirements may be sought as appropriate.

Plans and applications are on file in the
office of the Town Engineer, 959 North
Avenue West, Westfield, New Jersey and
may be seen Monday through Friday from
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Linda Jacus, Secretary
Board of Adjustment

1 T - 5/3/18, The Leader Fee: $35.19

www.goleader.com

CLASSIFIEDS

The deadline for
placing classified ads

NEXT WEEK  is
Monday, 5/7/18

The Newspaper
will be mailed to
All of Westfield

on 5/10/18

Single Size: 10 Weeks $275 • Double Size: 10 Weeks $425 • Call Jeff at 908-232-4407 • email Ad PDF to sales@goleader.com

Goods & Services You Need

  

OLIVER A

PAVING

908-753-7281

Driveways • Parking Lots

Seal Coating • Railroad Ties

Belgian Block Curbing

Drainage Problems

Cement Sidewalks

“Serving the area for over 60 years”

Family Owned & Operated
Fully Insured • FREE Estimates

30 Years
Experience

Handyman

(908) 462.4755
Mr. Reliable

Lawn Sprinklers

www.Hydro-TekLtd.com
(908) 276-1062

BLACK TOP

PAVING
DRIVEWAYS

PARKING LOTS

CONCRETE

BRICK PAVERS

908-889-4422
FREE ESTIMATES

JK’s Painting &

Wall Covering

Interior Painting
Wallpaper Installation

Crown Molding

Plaster & Sheet Rock Repair

Call Joe Klingebiel

908-322-1956
FULLY INSURED                  FREE ESTIMATES

GARCIA PAINTING CO. L.L.C.
PAINTING & DECORATION

P.O. Box 2013
Westfield, New Jersey, 07091

Residential & Commercial, Paper hanging
Power washing, Over 40 years experience

Member Professional painters

Call Anytime at: 908-233-7469
Luis Garcia General Management

J KANIA & SON LLC

FRENCH DRAINS & SUMP PUMPS

BRICK • BLOCK • CONCRETE

ALL TYPES OF

MASONRY REPAIRS

Lic# 13VH08638300

FREE ESTIMATES

908-247-0173

WESTFIELD
Friday, April 20, Aleata Boyd, 54, of

Westfield was arrested and charged with
theft pursuant to an investigation con-
ducted in the area of the 300 block of East
South Avenue. She was transported to
police headquarters, where she was pro-
cessed and released on a summons.

Friday, April 20, a business located on
the 200 block of West South Avenue
reported being the victim of a shoplifting.
An unknown female entered the store
between 12:41 and 12:50 p.m. and stole
between $50 and $100 worth of merchan-
dise.

Saturday, April 21, Horton Belton, 34,
of Newark was arrested at the East Or-
ange Police Department on a Westfield
traffic warrant in the amount of $750.
Belton was transported to Westfield po-
lice headquarters, where he was processed
and held awaiting transport to the Union
County jail due to the fact he was unable
to post the full bail.

Saturday, April 21, David O.
Rodriguez, 33, of Scotch Plains was ar-
rested and charged with driving while
intoxicated (DWI) pursuant to a motor
vehicle accident in the area of the 100
block of Scotch Plains Avenue. Rodriguez
was transported to police headquarters,
where he was processed and released to a
responsible adult.

Saturday, April 21, a business located
on the 400 block of West South Avenue
reported being a victim of theft. Accord-
ing to the owner, one or more unknown
persons stole $500 from the cash register.

Saturday, April 21, a resident of the
800 block of Lenape Trail reported being
a victim of identity theft. The victim
stated that on March 30 one or more
unknown suspects used his personal in-
formation to apply for a credit card ac-
count. The application was declined and
the victim did not suffer any monetary
loss.

Saturday, April 21, a resident of the
800 block of Lenape Trail reported being
a victim of fraud and identity theft. The
victim stated that on March 27 one or
more unknown suspects made $668.27 in
fraudulent transactions using her credit
card account. Furthermore, on April 2,
one or more unknown suspects opened a
credit card account using her personal
information.

Sunday, April 22, Marvin L. Shepard,
Jr., 39, of Citronelle, Ala., was arrested
on an outstanding traffic warrant out of
Point Pleasant Borough Municipal
Court, for $300, pursuant to an investi-
gation in the area of Norman Place near
Norgate. Shepard was transported to
police headquarters, where he was pro-
cessed and released on his own recogni-
zance.

Sunday, April 22, Lamont Booker, 35,
of Plainfield was arrested on an outstand-
ing traffic warrant from Westfield Mu-
nicipal Court, in the amount of $300,
pursuant to being picked up from the
Dunellen Police Department. He was
transported to Westfield police headquar-
ters, processed and posted bail.

Sunday, April 22, a resident of the 300
block of Park Street reported being the
victim of a theft. Unknown suspects re-
moved two chairs worth $300.

Monday, April 23, Lourdes Gonzalez,
51, of Hoboken was arrested on an
outstanding traffic warrant from
Westfield Municipal Court in the
amount of $500. She was dropped off at
police headquarters by the Long Hill
Township Police Department and pro-
cessed. Gonzalez was able to post bail
and was released.

Wednesday, April 25, Tyler Rocha,
20, of Westfield was arrested on an out-
standing Sussex County Sheriff’s Office
no-bail warrant pursuant to an investiga-
tion at 1200 South Avenue West. Rocha
was transported to police headquarters,
processed and turned over to the Sussex
County Sheriff’s Office.

Wednesday, April 25, Brittanie
McDonald-Penaman, 25, and Courtney
Sobers, 24, both of Plainfield, were ar-
rested and charged with possession of
less than 50 grams of suspected mari-
juana pursuant to a motor vehicle stop in
the area of West South Avenue and Cross-
way Place. Both were transported to po-
lice headquarters, processed and released
with a summons.

Thursday, April 26, a resident of the
800 block of Forest Avenue reported
being a victim of criminal mischief. The
victim stated that between April 24 and
April 25, one or more unknown suspects
damaged the victim’s motor vehicle. An

unknown liquid was placed on the ve-
hicle that damaged the paint. The cost of
the damage was unknown at the time of
the report.

Thursday, April 26, Jasper Moss, 27,
of Plainfield was arrested on a Westfield
Municipal Court traffic warrant, in the
amount of $521, at the Readington Police
Department. He also had a traffic warrant
from Plainfield in the amount of $250.
Moss was transported to Westfield police
headquarters, processed and released on
his own recognizance.

CRANFORD
Thursday, April 19, Rahman Daley,

22, of Brooklyn, N.Y., was arrested and
charged for possession of under 50 grams
of marijuana and possession of drug para-
phernalia after a 2012 Nissan was stopped
on Raritan Road near Coleman Avenue
for unclear plates. He was processed and
provided with a Municipal Court appear-
ance date.

Saturday, April 21, Daniel Sblendorio,
20, of Mountainside was arrested and
charged with possession of under 50 grams
of marijuana and possession of parapher-
nalia after a 1996 Oldsmobile was stopped
at the intersection of Centennial Avenue
and North Avenue East for a seatbelt
violation. Following an investigation at
the scene, police arrested Sblendorio for
suspected marijuana located inside the
vehicle. He was processed and released
pending a municipal court appearance
date. Additionally, he was issued sum-
monses for a seatbelt violation, not hav-
ing a valid driver’s license in his posses-
sion, no valid registration card in his
possession and possession of a controlled
dangerous substance in a motor vehicle.

Thursday, April 26, Ian Cordova, 28,
of Roselle Park was arrested and charged
for Driving While Intoxicated (DWI) af-
ter a 2002 Toyota was stopped on North
Avenue East near Carpenter Place for
careless driving. Additionally, he was
issued motor vehicle summonses for fail-
ure to maintain his lane, careless driving,
obstructing traffic, and not having a valid
inspection sticker.

Friday, April 27, Marvin Farmer, 27,
of Iselin was arrested and charged for
possession of under 50 grams of mari-
juana and possession of paraphernalia
after a 2014 Jeep was stopped at the
intersection of North Avenue East and
the Garden State Parkway 137 Exchange
for not signaling a turn. He was pro-
cessed and released pending a municipal
court appearance date. Additionally, he
was issued motor vehicle summonses
for tinted windows and possession of a
controlled dangerous substance in a
motor vehicle.

Friday, April 27, Kenneth Graves, 37,
of East Orange was arrested and charged
for possession of under 50 grams of mari-
juana and possession of paraphernalia
after a 2006 Toyota was stopped on Myrtle
Street near Commerce Drive for a cracked
windshield. He was processed and pro-
vided with a municipal court appearance
date. Additionally, the driver was issued
motor vehicle summonses for an ob-
structed view and a cracked windshield.

Saturday, April 28, Raekwon Billups,
19, of Rahway was arrested and charged
for possession of under 50 grams of mari-
juana and possession of paraphernalia
after a 2005 Ford was stopped on Centen-
nial Avenue near Raritan Road for a
seatbelt violation. Following an investi-
gation at the scene, police arrested a
passenger, Billups, for suspected mari-
juana located inside the vehicle. He was
processed and provided with a municipal
court appearance date. Additionally, he
was issued motor vehicle summonses for
failure to wear his seatbelt.

Sunday, April 29, Tricia Young, 47, of
North Plainfield was arrested and charged
for possession of a controlled dangerous
substance (CDS) and possession of para-
phernalia after a 2000 Mazda was stopped

on Centennial Avenue near Raritan Road
for a cracked windshield. Following an
investigation at the scene, police arrested
Young for suspected cocaine located in-
side the vehicle. She was processed and
provided with a Superior Court appear-
ance date. Additionally, she was issued
motor vehicle summonses for a cracked
windshield, maintenance of lamps, and
possession of a controlled dangerous sub-
stance in a motor vehicle.

FANWOOD
Wednesday, April 25, Isaiah Jones,

23, of Plainfield was arrested and charged
for an active warrant out of Scotch Plains
following a motor vehicle stop at North
and Farley Avenues for a motor vehicle
violation. Jones was arrested, processed
and released by Scotch Plains Municipal
Court.

Thursday, April 26, Anthony Fellin,
20, of North Plainfield was arrested for
an active warrant out of Scotch Plains
following a police investigation in the 75
block of North Martine Avenue. Fellin
was arrested, processed and turned over
to Scotch Plains Police.

SCOTCH PLAINS
Tuesday, April 24, Daniel M. Rella,

56, of Linden was arrested and charged
with terroristic threats, possession of a
weapon and possession of a weapon for
unlawful purpose during a road rage in-
vestigation. He was transported to head-
quarters and processed.

Tuesday, April 24, Samuel Hanciles,
29, of Scotch Plains was arrested and
charged with defiant trespassing and re-
sisting arrest stemming from an incident
reported at Westfield Avenue conve-
nience store. Police located Hanciles
walking on Mountain Ave and attempted
an arrest which Hanciles resisted. He was
transported to headquarters for process-
ing and found to have two open warrants
out of Scotch Plains.

Wednesday, April 25, Elijah Edwards,
20, of Plainfield was arrested on an out-
standing warrant out of Union during a
motor vehicle stop. He was transported to
headquarters and processed.

Thursday, April 26, Anthony D. Fellin,
20, of North Plainfield was arrested on an
outstanding warrant out of Scotch Plains.
He was processed and released.

Thursday, April 26, Albert Blair, III,
40, of Plainfield was arrested on an out-
standing warrant out of Roselle during a
motor vehicle stop. He was transported to
headquarters and processed.

Thursday, April 26, Raymond A.
Rodriguez, 30, of Newark was arrested
and charged with possession of mari-
juana during a motor vehicle stop. He
was transported to headquarters and pro-
cessed.

Friday, April 27, Chelsey M. Slade,
27, of North Plainfield was arrested and
charged with unlawful possession of a
weapon, providing false information to
law enforcement and possession of mari-
juana during a motor vehicle stop. Slade

was transported to headquarters for pro-
cessing where it was determined she also
had active warrants out of Plainfield and
South Plainfield.

Saturday, April 28, a resident on Can-
terbury Drive reported someone gained
access to her debit card account and made
several unauthorized purchases. The in-
cident is under investigation.

Sunday, April 29, Quandre Brown, 25,
of Elizabeth was arrested on outstanding
warrants out of Fanwood and South
Plainfield during a motor vehicle stop.
Brown was transported to headquarters
and processed.

HOUSE CLEANING

Reliable Lady will Clean Homes,
Apartments & Offices. Have
Good References & Experience.
Own Transportation. Call Carmen
(908) 687-7967 or (908) 247-4506.

Are you tired? Let me help you!
Experience & Excellent Work

Residential, Apartments,
Commercial, Offices

Free Estimates 100% Guaranteed
References Available

(908) 510-2542

DEYCI’S CLEANING SERVICES

goleader.com/form/classified

USE THE CLASSIFIEDS:
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DIVORCE MEDIATION
“Problem Solving for Families in Transition”

· Divorce Mediation 
· Collaborative Divorce
· Mediation Counseling
· Attorney Review 

THE LAW OFFICES OF MICHAEL R. MAGARIL
114 S. EUCLID AVENUE, WESTFIELD, NJ 07090 (908) 389-0100

Visit our website at www.magaril.com    e-mail: mrm@magaril.com

A FRACTION OF  THE COST 
OF  TRADITIONAL DIVORCE

Grade 12
High Honor Roll

Olivia Abdy, Olivia Barcia, Pauline
Wanda Bayotas, Pablo Becerra,
Ashley Becker, Madeline Bord,
Caitlin Bourke, Brandon Boyarsky,
Caitlin Bromm, Abbe-Gayle Burton,
Francesca Carlino, Josephine
Catuogno, Kristyn Cerini, Justin
Chaillet, David Chango, Amy Chen,
Rachel Cieslinski, Stephanie
Colinders, Phoebe Collins, Sade
Corneille, Declan Costello, Catherine
Crane, Rosella Cuomo, Lauren
Daniele, Tyler Daniskas, Hannah
Davis, Amy Deutschmeister, Victor
DeVizio, Anthony DiNizo, Olivia
Dobies, Zhengjie Dong, Khalif
Dowdy, Nicholas Dudin, Anna
Dunchus, Caroline English, Gina
Fahrenholz, Hannah Finan, Grace
Fontana, Clara Ford, Hayley Fried-
man, Patrick Gannon, Alanna Gaona,
Danielle Glickstein, Madison
Goldberg, Emily Gonyou, Rachel
Graham, Samantha Graifer, Avery
Greenberg, Nina Halberstadter, Emily
Hill, Paige Hoblitzell, Allison
Hochman, Mohamed Ramy Hosny,
Isabella Hurtado, Mackenzie Inacker,
Aubrey Johnson, Scott Kaiser, Liam
Kinney, Andrew Kriney, Tara Krishna,
Hayley Kumpf, Jennifer Lambert,
Ryan Lee, Michael Leegan, Brianna
Linder, Amanda Logie, Matthew
Lozito, Rachel Maizes, Emily Malool,
Jared Mann, Carolyn McArdle,
Briana McGowan, Paige McMorrow,
Kerri McNeely, Sara Miller, Kaysia
Minor, Nicholas Musano, Dhvanil
Nanshah, Mackenzie O’Brien, Jes-
sica O’Neill, Erica Paprocki, Nikita
Paranjape, Andrew Parvin, Niva
Patel, Anna Piekutowski, Cara
Raderman, Nathaniel Redmount,
Kerry Regan, Erin Rogers, Rachel
Rojek, Sophia Rosahl, Kathryn
Schauer, Alyssa Scheu, Katherine
Schug, Jamie Sjonell, Megan Small,
Samantha Sprechman, Gianna
Strzalkowski, Mikaela Tajo, Lauren
Trentacoste, Joseph Varela, Ryan
Vincent, Sydney Von Oehsen,
Alexandra Vuono, Nicole Vuono,
Talia Weinreb, Victoria Wilkins,
Connor Wirth, Karl Wirth, Christo-
pher Zogg

Grade 12
Honor Roll

Stephanie Alcine, Jordan Alves,
Jacob Anglin, Steven Avila, Sara
Banasiak, Gianna Barba, Kylie
Beirne, Danielle Bowles, Rachel
Breit, Maggie Broders, Bailey Brown,
Jack Cannon, Derek Cappadoccia,
Aaron Carver, Alexis Casterlow, Lisa
Channaoui, Samuel Colao, Isabella
Corsaro, Joseph Costanzo, Rachael
Craig, Christian Culp, Maria Del
Sordi, Elizabeth DePaola, Riya Desai,
Gauri Deshpande, Jordann DeVore,
Sabrina DiLollo, Nya Downing,
Sydney Evans, Robert Fisher, Mat-
thew Fleck, Michael Fleck, Zachary
Fleischman, Erika Frazier, Jake Fried-
man, Adam Glod, Nora Going, Amelia
Graham, Michael Gross, Anna
Gumpel, Caroline Gutierrez, James
Hahn, Trinity Hart, Nicholas Heath,
Rourke Hillyer, Steven Holmes, Sean
Illanovsky, Alexander Joshua, Quinn
Kekelis, Alyssa Kiel, Ryan Koncsol,
Jeremy Lenart, Andrew Lomuscio,
Olivia London, William Loop, Russell
Lowell, Alexander Lynch, Daniel
Magelinski, Alessandra Makris,
Olivia Mawby, Adam Mayerson,
Amanda McGrath, Douglas
McIntyre, Connor McKenzie, Will-
iam Mebes, Kelly Mehorter, Ryan
Midwinter, Sierra Moorman, Danielle
Mrozek, Kaitlyn Mrozek, Erika
Muskus, Nicholas Palazzolo, Jacob
Perone, John Petris, Matthew
Porchetta, Kiley Porter, Molly
Pritchett, Vaishnavi Ramanan, Daniel
Rastelli, Michael Rinaldi, Jessica
Riporti, Imani Rivers, Jakob Robles,
Ramon Rodriguez, Kevin Rohman,
Claudia Sahaj, James Santo Salvo,
Aaron Schack, Henry Schnatter,
Stephanie Schramm, Daniel Segal,
Veronica Sendao, Ardita Sinanovic,
LeeDar Sneor, Brianne Sorge, Ryan
Spoljaric, Isabella Sta Rosa, Eleanor
Szelc, Erica Tellado, Julia Verardi,
Daniel Villardi, Ashley Vincent, Jack
White, Samuel Wustefeld

Grade 11
High Honor Roll

Caitlin Annese, Angela Arvizzigno,
Katyana Avila, Persis Baah, Aubrey

Honor Roll
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School - 3rd Marking Period

Bagdonas, Christopher Bagdonas,
James Bagdonas, Julia Barnes, Sara
Barshap, Lauren Barth, Patricia
Bolivar, Laura Brady, Thomas Brown,
Freya Natasha Buison, Tierra
Buissereth, Drew Burfeindt, Kara
Bush, Michelle Cagnassola,
Kevin Calabria, Joshua Canavan,
Rachella Carlino, Gianni Caro
Esposito, Matthew Carrascoso, Alan
Chen, Madison Coleman, Noah
Costanzo, Saniya Dalvi, Anita Dazzo,
Jessica DeBellis, Riley DeProspero,
Stefanie DeVizio, Ashley Diamond,
Christina DiBella, Gabrielle
Dickstein, Michael Dieu, Angelo
DiNizo, Nicholas Dionisio, Carly
Dvorin, Tyler Dvorin, Zachary
Evangelista, Alex Ferrara, Michael
Ferrara, Alexandra Fischmann,
Cristabella Fortna, Mary Fossaceca,
Benjamin Fox, Colette Franciscus,
Madison Gal, Pedro Garcia, Julianne
Garner, Luke Gelling, Samuel Goetz,
Vadim Gorbaty, Sarah Gorman, Bran-
don Green, Vanessa Handy, Cassidy
Haugh, Madison Haugh, Olivia
Hausle, Shane Hernandez, Jake
Hogan, Jaclyn Horre, Payton Howell,
Jannine Huby, John Huby, Sophia
Iacona, Raina Jablon, Kaitlyn
Jackmin, John Kayser, Joshua
Klapper, Ben Kuperschmid,
Alexandra Lahetta, Julianna
Lamagna, Dominick Lamastra, Jef-
frey Lapidus, Melanie Litwin, Justin
Lo, Julia Lomonte, Amy Magrino,
Reina Makimura, Isabelle
Malaussena, Graham McAlindin,
Angelica Mencia, Ryan Metzger,
Zachary Meyers, Rae Mikula,
Massimo Modica, Matthew Monroy,
Nicole Muenzen, Jake Murphy, Niyah
Nathaniel, Chloe Nelson, Caroline
Nguyen, Colin O’Brien, Alex Oslislo,
Julia Pankiewitz, Laura Pansulla, Julia
Poeschl, Carter Pomponio, Jonathan
Ramos, Daniel Resnicoff, Zander
Reyes, Zoe Rouder, Daniela Russo,
Molly Ryan, Jessica Sadel, Peter
Sailsman, Abigail Saperstein, Nicole
Scarano, Cheryl Schneider, Kara
Schramm, Jacob Schulman, Maya
Schwartzman, Shalini Shah, Audrey
Smith, Nicholas Smith, Emily
Smulewitz, Jacob Steinberg,
Jacqueline Stovall, Jessica Szulc,
Rachel Tang, Kyle Tannenbaum,
Nicole Tavares, Maggie Traina, An-
thony Triwahjudi, Anthony Vallejo,
Joshua Venick, Isabella Verga, Steven
Verrastro, Justin Walsh, Caroline
Warren, Adam Weiner, Elizabeth
Weinreb, Charles Widder, Jovi Will-
iams, Morgan Wilson, Elena
Wollman, Isaac Wong, Daniel Wright,
Julia Zucosky

Grade 11
Honor Roll

Ryan Ackerman, Grace Ahlin,
Hamza Ali, Alexa Anselmo, Gina
Avila, Josiah Baik, Amanda Ball,
Zachary Barash, Ashley Barros,
Steven Besson, Christian Blanco,
Emilia Boissonneault, Garrett Boozer,
Jeffrey Brenner, Kyle Burton, Gianna
Calligy, Benjamin Camacho, Peter
Canevari, Marcello Cappuccio,
Giancarlo Castro, Christopher
Catuogno, Kevin Chin, Anna
Ciarrocca, Sarah Citarella, Ryan
Cleary, Patrick Cuccurullo, Elizabeth
Daniskas, Eboni Davis, Lilliana Dec,
Anna Decker, John DeMarco, Patrick
Dembiec, Alyssa DeSimone, Rachel
DiFabrizio, Meghan Duthie, Jessica
Edelman, Hope Edwards, Jaylen
Evans, Casey Ferguson, Benjamin
Fleischer, Miguel Fontora, Jessica
Friebely, Justin Garner, Justin Giaimo,
Theodore Giandana, Sara Greene,
Alina Harms, Erin Hopkins, Kier
Hunt, Suzanne Jackson, Ryan
Johnson, Dimitrios Kastanos, Jenni-
fer Kirian, Jonathon Koseoglu,
Gabriella Kowalczyk, Timothy
Lamberta, Kaitlyn Lamendola,
Michael-Andres Lancaster, Thomas
Larmore, Maggie Leahy, Jacob Leigh,
Robert Leonardo, Margaux Lievre,
Carina Lopac, Ricardo Lopez,
Hannah Lyman, Casandra Martoccia,
Jared Mascioli, Dorian Mayo, Shan-
non McCreesh, Alexa Melnitsky,
Ethan Melville, Sophia Mineo-
Pankiewitz, Patrick O’Brien, James
Oakes-Garcia, Jack Pedersen, Conor
Peterson, Anthony Porter, Ryan Puri,
Jack Quinones, Maryam Ramjohn,

Eric Refinski, Kayla Reisberg, Will-
iam Ricci Jr, Jelani Richardson, Jus-
tin Rizzi, Margot Rizzi, Colleen
Robinson, Timothy Roden, Martin
Rogoff, Thomas Ryan, Thomas
Scarcella, Christopher Sekiya, Joshua
Sklarin, Edward Smith,
Olivia Speranza, Tyler Stines, Garrett
Swaak, Paul Szanto, Juliet Trifiro,
Dakota Verrico, Maria Villeda, Ryan
Walsh, Mekayla White, Daniel
Wilkinson, Abigail Yarbenet, Lucy
Zhang, Zachary Zimmerman, Alexa
Zsak, Imran Zubair

Grade 10
High Honor Roll

Connor Alchus, Gabrielle Aloe,
Taylor Anthony, Eden Austin, Lauren
Azzarello, Delaney Baliko, Marissa
Bamrick, Joseph Barge, Evan
Bensulock, Julianna Blanco, Kailey
Bondarowicz, Patrick Bourke, Nicole
Brozak, Catherine Buren, Remy
Cardarelli, Catherine Carter, Sum-
mer Carver, Sofia Casimiro, Lea
Cerini, Josephine Cerino, Alexa Chan,
Antoinette Chango, Katherine
Chouinard, Ryan Ciarrocca, James
Cirillo, Jordan Clement, Guadalupe
Coahuilas, Sabrina Cruz, Devon
Danielovich, Nicole DeFrancesco,
Carina DelCore, Michael
DiFrancesco, Sarah Dill, Gabriel
Donatelli, Kayleigh Downey, Sophie
Drapkin, Colin Dwyer, Sean Fanning,
Jennifer Fleck, Michaela Genty,
Nicholas Giamella, Kayla Giuffi,
Mason Glod, Jada Gomillion, Emily
Grill, Christina Gubernat, Akhil
Gundra, Jake Hahn, Emma Hastrup,
Keli Hayes, Olivia Hobbs, Sarah
Horn, William Huang, Amanda Jaffe,
Vikram Kalsi, Elizabeth Kern,
Gabrielle Khan, Lauren Kieltyka,
Jacqueline Kirian, Gabrielle
Klausner, Nicholas LaFerrera,
Ashleigh Lancaster, Hannah
Lancaster, Jack Lapierre, Joy Lytch,
Valeria Macchini, Aleezah
Madraswalla, Raion Magallanes, Ian
McCormack, James McNichol,
Harrison Mills, Kimora Minor, Ethan
Morrobel, Christina Mouckas,
Cassidy Novello, Jadie Pearl, Lindsey
Porchetta, Athena Postlewait, Esteban
Quinones, Ethan Rafal, Christian
Ramalho, Sarah Rata, Aadith Ratish,
Isabella Richardson, Patrick Ritter,
Felipe Rodrigues, Dominick Romano,
Sarai Romero, Mallory Rothweiler,
Irina Ruzina, Jake Samitt, Noah
Samms, Julia Sassoon, Grace Schiller,
Maria Schmidt, Rachel Schoss, Olivia
Shih, Gwendolyn Sleat, Julia Solsky,
Carly Spellman, Skylar Stagaard,
Brett Strug, Anne Stuart, Elora
Tamburri, Madison Toll, Gabriella
Tomon, Joseph Touris, Yunus Tozlu,
Andres Trujillo, Christopher
Tsuchiya, Siddarth Vadavatha,
Kaitlyn Walsh, Kaylah Webb, Brian
Weideli, Kaelah Wiggins, Sophia
Wilkins, Lexa Winigrad, Eli Wolman,
Tara Wolman, Keri Yang, Jonathan
Yu, Olivia Zambrio, Kelly
Zimmerman

Grade 10
Honor Roll

Katina Ackerman, Dylan Allen,
Jared Arkin, Michael Besante, Sydney
Blacker, Michael Braun, Mark Briel,
Morgan Brown, Charles Bunin, Julie
Ciccarino, Garret Clausen, Daniel
Coyle, Michael Dembiec, Robert
Dencker, Madison Diamond, Chris-
topher Downey, Matthew Dreyfus,
Jessica Eggert, Justin Fletcher, Ryan
Flynn, Alvaro Furfaro-Rodriguez,
Lucia Furfaro-Rodriguez, Maritza
Garcia, Isabelle Gilles, Sage Guensch,
Emily Herman, Lily Higgins, Patrick
Howard, Brian Huang, Mia Hunter,
Kyle Isolda, Nicholas Januszanis,
Emelyne Johns, Cheyenne Jones,
Emily Jones, Aleesha Kearney, Nicole
Kenny, Jordan Kleinbaum, Brooke
Klurman, Prabvir Kukreja, Ryan
Lamberta, Jessica Lancaster, Marga-
ret Lapolla, Elizabeth Ley, Antonio
Lomonte, Lindsey Magee, Caden
Mari, Joseph Marta, Clara Masback,
Robert Mebes, Shane Murphy, Kelly
Nitti, Emma O’Brien, John O’Connor,
Alyssa Pankiewitz, Katelyn Perez,
Philleshia Pershay-Spearman, Chris-
tina Pham, Grace Ponterio, Sophie
Pritchett, Olivia Robertiello, Will-
iam Robertson, Cassie Robinson,
Henry Saltzman, Carolina Samuelian,

Samantha Samuelian, Victoria
Savoca, Julianna Scarcella, David
Schulman, Aaron Seidenberg, Megan
Sheehy, Matthew Skolar, Carter Slifer,
Madilynne Slifer, Mia Striegel, Maya
Sutterlin, Meghan Taylor, Emma
Thumann, Justin Verceles,
Danielle Vuono, Brandon Weinberg,
Grace White, Ryan Widman, Justin
Williams, Samantha Yip, Julia Yu,
Rachel Zucker

Grade 9
High Honor Roll

Grace Abdy, Ezri Abraham, Kieren
Adams, Oluwaseun Adekunle, Chloe
Alce, Mia Aponte, Kotey Ashie, Tracy
Bagdonas, Lydia Baik, Elena Balecha,
Anjila Banks, Eshaan Basu, Ethan
Berkman, Julia Blaschak, Dylan
Bordman, Lauren Brenner, Nicole
Britt, Marissa Burton, Anthony
Cammarano, Anthony Castelli, Keiara
Chapman-Cole, Luke Checchio,
Emma Chichester, Kaelie Chung,
Haley Cino, Juliette Ciullo, Abigail
Colao, Dante Corsaro, John Michael
Cristobal, John Dazzo, Katherine
DeFouw, Matthew Dembiec, Amit
Deshpande, Sofia Dietze, Shannon
Downey, Ryan Duthie, Ryan Eng,
Gabriella Essenfeld, Alexander
Fazzino, Mary Fazzino, Lenore
Ferguson, Owen Ferrone, Claire
Fisher, Justyanna Fortna, Joshua Fox,
Jamie Frank, Benjamin Freedman,
Jade Glassman, Emma Guan, Nicho-
las Hale, Abigail Hanvey, Ava Hausle,
Rebecca Hernandez, Elisa Herstatt,
Lily Holston, Jackson Hopkins,
Meredith Hough, Preston Hung, Jes-
sica Jimenez, Luke Jones, Chloe
Kaminsky, Ishwari Katdare, Jordan
Katz, Joseph Kern, Emily Kessler,
Shruti Khandelwal, Hailey Kinard,
Benjamin Krauss, Hannah Kriney,
Sean Lage, Gabrielle Lancaster,
Maura Leahy, Cynthia Liang, Evelyn
Liang, Joseph Linder, Matthew Lon-
don, Jolie Lubalin, Rachel Lubeck,
Corinne Lyght, Lucas Mackey, Roy
McGowan, Mae Merkle, Sean
Merkle, James Middleton, Natalie
Mikula, Vincent Milano, Brendan
Mullany, Natalia Nervi, Jayden
Nyamiaka, Maxwell Oross, Kaitlyn
Otero, Elias Pahountis, Emma Philip,
Derek Porter, Kaitlyn Reilly, Sarai
Reuben, Julian Rijo, Juan Diego Rojas
Camargo, Miles Roper, Hadley Rose,
Emma Route, Abigail Ryan, Katherine
Ryan, Cassandra Salot, Marcus Sandy,
Erica Schindler, Paul Schiumo, Jes-
sica Schramm, Erica Schug, Alexa
Seefeldt, Alessandra Serio, Rohan
Shah, Daniel Sicinski, Serena Sirchio,
Christopher Skwirut, Rachel Small,
Margaret Smith, Isabella Sutton,
Haley Tavares, Justin Tran, Alexa
Vierschilling, Maya Waldman, Carly
Walker, Ryann Wall, Eric Watt, Zoe
Wernsing, Jonathan Wiener, Taylor
Winslow, Jamie Wirth, Zackery
Wong, Ciara Worthey, Qadir Zara

Grade 9
Honor Roll

Akinbusola Akinwunmi, Adam
Ali, Kyra Antonello, Jesse Artz,
Kayla Avila, Tobias Bachman,
Lindsey Bartley, Anay Basu, Jake
Bensulock, Olivia Calcaterra, Amaya
Casterlow, Vivian Chiang, Abigail
Conklin, Devin Cooke, Charles
Coolidge, Eric Cunningham,
Meredith Czurlanis, Michael
DePaola, Rhythm Desai, Rachel
Ducran, Kaleigh Einhorn, Colin Fan-
ning, David Farin, Conor Feeney,
Besnik Ferizi, Daniel Ferrone, Olivia
Fiore, Jacob Fleischer, Monica
Forman, Dylan Fuimo, Joshua
Garcia, Ava Gelling, Brandon
Greenberg, Alexis Gutierrez, Chloe
Hahn, Paul Harris, Ethan Heifetz,
Marlena Holston, Ryen Hoover, Tay-
lor Hopkins, Brendan Huszcza,
Lauren Iarussi, Zachary Jachera,
Victor Johnson, Ryan Jones, Ian
Joshua, Katherine Judge, Ibraheem
Khan, Shelby Kumpf, Rebecca
Lancaster, Elisa Laurenzano, Julia
Liberto, Li Hong Lin, Zachary
Lubeck, Isabella Lyons, Alexa Mach,
Jack Manville, William Mauer, Jor-
dan McQuoid, Hadley Moran, Holly
Nelson, Sabrina Ngu, Julianne
O’Brien, Ethan Pawelec, Max
Perone, Chloe Rousseau, Amanda
Saba, Anthony Samaniego, Kyle
Sellinger, Julia Sepinwall, Christo-
pher Shapiro, Caitlyn Sinagra,
Armend Sinanovic, Daniel Soler,
Nathaniel Sta Rosa, Madison-Anne
StaRosa, Nicholas Susino, Alexandra
Swiatek, Matthew Syvertsen, Nicho-
las Tittanegro, Mackenzie Trenk,
Arianna Ursino, Giorgiana Vacca,
Jamie Valian, Miranda Walsh,
Alexander Werkheiser,
Hayden Widder

That’s why it’s

“Prep didn’t just help me on my path to excellence – 
it was my path to excellence.” – Dimas Sanchez, ’16

Spring Open House | Sunday, May 6, 1 – 3 p.m. | spprep.org/admissions

Saint Peter’s Prep
New Jersey’s Jesuit High School Since 1872

144 Grand Street | Jersey City, NJ 07302 | T: 201-547-6389 | spprep.org

Tamaques School Celebrates
Record Reading Marathon

SLIME TIME...Tamaques principal David Duelks (right) and media specialist
Stephanie Landay-Nesser are slimed at an awards ceremony on March 28, after
the announcement that each grade exceeded the minimum reading and fundraising
challenge during the school’s annual Reading Marathon.

WESTFIELD – There was much
energy and excitement at Tamaques
School as grade level and individual
winners of the annual Reading
Marathon were announced at an
awards ceremony on March 28.

“We broke a record with reading,”
said Reading Marathon co-chair Jen-
nifer Carbone as she announced the
final results. “The total minutes read
[across the school] was 175,583.
That’s a lot of reading.”

Each grade far exceeded the num-
ber of challenge minutes set at the
start of the marathon, Ms. Carbone
said, with some reaching 150 per-
cent and above of their goal.

“This has become quite the an-
nual tradition,” said Tamaques prin-
cipal David Duelks as he kicked off
the awards assembly. “In the three
years I’ve been here, it just keeps
getting better and better.”

By asking family and friends to
sponsor them during the marathon,
students also raised a record
$17,046 to be donated to the Paul
Jackson Fund
(pauljacksonfund.org) to help fami-
lies facing a financial crisis due to a
long-term illness or disability and
to Tamaques Cares, a fund that pro-
vides support to families within the

school’s community. The money
raised will also support school and
classroom libraries at Tamaques.

While the minutes read and money
raised are impressive, said
Tamaques media specialist
Stephanie Landay-Nesser, “what
matters is that you continue to read
every single day.  Reading helps in
all areas of study — social studies,
math, science.”

At the start of the marathon dur-
ing Read Across America week. Mr.
Duelks and Ms. Landay-Nesser
challenged each grade to read
double their homework minutes and
to raise a minimum of $4,500
schoolwide.  If that challenge was
met, the two said, they would agree
to be slimed at the end of the awards
ceremony.

“You know what this means,” Ms.
Carbone said as the marathon neared
a close. “It means this assembly is
about to get really messy.”

As promised, Principal Duelks
and Ms. Landay-Nesser climbed the
stairs to the stage and donned pro-
tective eyewear and plastic cover-
ing before a few students dumped a
full bucket of the green goo on each
of them to the great delight of the
gathered students, staff and parents.

SPFHS Class of 1968
Announces Reunion Plans

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School class
of 1968 will hold their 50th reunion at
the Italian American Hall in Scotch
Plains on Saturday, October 6 from 5
p.m. to 10 p.m. There will be a buffet
and refreshments, along with music,
mingling, fun, and memories.

A block of rooms are reserved at the
Embassy Suites hotel in Berkley
Heights and a variety of events will be
planned before and after the main party.

Classmates are encouraged to visit
the FaceBook page at
68SPFHS50threunion or email
68SPFHS50@gmail.com. Informa-
tion is sought on some classmates
please contact the email address with
any information.

LEADER/TIMES
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It’s your Library … make the most of it 

 

 

IIt’s your Library …  

make the most of it 

550 East Broad Street   

Westfield  www.wmlnj.org  908.789.4090 

Open to WML and MURAL  

cardholders. Sign up online at 

www.wmlnj.org and click on the 

Calendar link, or call 

908.789.4090 option 0.  

The 2018 Weiss Family Jazz  

Series* Continues at the 

Westfield Memorial Library  

The MRB Jazz Project 

On Wednesday, May 9 at 7pm 
 

*The Weiss Family 

Jazz Series was       

established with a   

bequest to the     

Westfield Memorial 

Library Foundation in  

memory of longtime 

library patrons,  

Joseph and Dorothy 

Weiss. Sign up! 
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908-232-4407

LEARNING TO FLY...Thanks to a donation from the Columbia Bank Founda-
tion, the students at Lamberts Mill Academy are learning how to build, program
and fly drones. Lamberts Mill Academy, located in Westfield, is part of the Union
County Educational Services Commission. Teachers work in partnership with a
clinical team from the Department of Behavioral Health, Trinitas Regional
Medical Center, to provide highly individualized academic instruction in a
structured psychotherapeutic environment for students ages 12 through 21. For
more information please contact Jason Jusino, principal of Lamberts Mill Acad-
emy, at (908) 233-7581 or jjusino@ucesc.org. Pictured are: student Gabe D.,
teacher John Lopreiato, Superintendent Terry Foppert, Principal Jusino, student
Enrique R.,  and Mark Rellinger, Columbia Bank vice-president and UCES
Foundation president.

Gallery Exhibit to Be Held at
Scotch Plains Public Library

Homes Tour to Feature
Georgian-Style House

Photo Courtesy of David Coken
ON DISPLAY...This classic-meets-contemporary 2017 southern-style home is
one of four magnificent Westfield residences open to the public for the Saturday,
May 12 Tour of Notable Homes to benefit New Jersey Festival Orchestra. For
tickets and information go to www.njfestivalorchestra.org or call (908) 232-9400.

Author Tom Kranz to be
Featured Speaker in FW

WESTFIELD – The Friends of
New Jersey Festival Orchestra, the
volunteer group that raises funds for
the orchestra’s initiatives, this week
announced that a new construction
Georgian-style home with Southern
charm will be part of this year’s Tour
of Notable Homes to be held in
Westfield on Saturday, May 12.

Michelle Pierce and Nicole
Dossin, co-chairs of the event, ex-
pressed the Friend’s delight at hav-
ing this home open to the public.
“It’s pristine in every way,” Ms.
Dossin enthuses. “The homeowners
performed tireless research to ac-
quire the ambience they were look-
ing for. The result is a fabulous
family haven.”

According to the co-chairs, just
some of the details include a front
verandah romantically gaslighted
24-7, white oak flooring milled in
Kentucky, fabulous tile motifs, out-
standing views of the grounds which
include a large terrace and swim-
ming pool. They particularly note
the large, all white kitchen superbly
equipped for even the most discern-
ing chef. Contiguous with the
kitchen a casual family room fea-
tures a white marble hearth and
mantle and views of the grounds.

Ms. Pierce comments on the sophis-
ticated dining room. “It’s so elegant,
drawing its theme from geometric
wallcovering above the wainscoting
using various hues of gray and illumi-
nated by an opulent crystal chandelier
making for a jewel-tone mood.”

“There is so much more to be
seen on a total of four exquisite
floors thanks to the homeowners’
generosity,” Ms. Pierce says. “The
homeowners were motivated to

share their notable home because
they believe that the orchestra adds
so much to the cultural life of the
community.”

 Ms. Dossin enthusiastically adds
that this year’s tour, taking place on
Mother’s Day weekend, will hold
“something for everyone.”  The resi-
dences will feature musical inter-
ludes, the always-popular basket
raffle, door prizes, refreshments,
and vendor tastings from Savory
Spice Shop and Mulberry House,
both of Westfield.

 Tickets for the 2018 Tour of No-
table Homes are $40 in advance
($45 on day of tour) and are avail-
able on line at
www.njfestivalorchestra.org. Tick-
ets will also available at Baron’s
Drugs and Town Book Store in
Westfield and Christoffers Flowers
and Gifts in Mountainside.

For more information, go to
www.njfestivalorchestra.org or visit
the Friends of NJ Festival Orches-
tra on Facebook.

Paint by the Pond
Event to be Held at

Warinanco Park
ELIZABETH – The Union

County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers invites youngsters ages four to
12 years old to participate in “Paint
by the Pond.”

This will be the third year for this
interactive art project which will
take place on Saturday, May 12 from
noon to 4 p.m. at the pond in
Warinanco Park. The pond is lo-
cated near the snack bar and basket-
ball courts.

The “Paint by the Pond” project
will teach families about the impor-
tance of recycling while encourag-
ing children to paint on cardboard,
creating art from materials usually
thrown away.

There will also be miniature
houses made with the cardboard
boxes floating in the pond at
Warinanco Park during the event.

For more information on this ex-
citing event, please call the Union
County Department of Parks and
Recreation at (908) 527-4900.

SCOTCH PLAINS – This May, the
public is invited to the Scotch Plains
Public Library to view the photogra-
phy of Sherman Feller. There will be
an artists’ reception which the public is
welcome to attend on Sunday, May 6
at from 1 p.m. to 3 p.m.  Registration
is not required for the reception.

Mrs. Feller has exhibited six times
at the Scotch Plains Library and at the
Malamut Art Gallery, the Pearl Street
Gallery, and the Kenilworth and
Westfield libraries. He has incorpo-
rated a range of subject matter from
landscape to people in his exhibits.

Mr. Feller received third prize in the
2011 “Capture the Beauty of New
Jersey” summer photo contest from
the State of New Jersey and first,
second and fourth prize in a U.S.
Army photographer contest. He ac-
tively participates in the Unique Vi-
sion Workshop, a group associated
with the NJ Photography Forum, and
has exhibited for several years in their
annual shows.

The Scotch Plains Public Library
is located at 1927 Bartle Avenue, one
block from Park Avenue, in the center
of town.

Union County Employee Art
Now on Display in Union

UNION COUNTY – The Union
County Board of Chosen Freeholders
has announced that the 17th Annual
National Arts Program Exhibit for
County of Union Employees is now
on display in the atrium of Liberty
Hall Center in Union Township, at
1085 Morris Avenue.

The exhibit includes more than 160
pieces. It is open to view by the public
weekdays from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. until
Tuesday, May 22.

“I would like to thank
Elizabethtown Gas for supporting the
arts and providing this beautiful show-
case for Union County employees,
volunteers, retirees and their fami-
lies,” said Freeholder Chairman
Sergio Granados. “This annual ex-
hibit reflects the thoughtfulness, di-
versity and creativity that are em-
blematic of a strong community, both
within county government and
throughout the Union County fam-
ily.”

The art exhibit is presented in part-
nership with the National Arts Pro-
gram, which provides funding for the
exhibit and prizes.

A panel of three professional judges
will determine the prize winning
pieces: Frank Falotico recently re-
tired as the director of the duCret
School of Art in Plainfield; Gail Holy
received her M.Ed. in Art Education
at the Tyler School of Art, Philadel-
phia, and studied painting and art
history at Rutgers University; and
Kirsten Sejda is a ceramicist and
printmaker who recently received her
MFA at New Jersey City University.

For more information about the
Employee Art Exhibit and all other
programs and activities of the Union
County Office of Cultural and Heri-
tage Affairs call (908) 558-2550 (NJ
relay users dial 711), e-mail
culturalinfo@ucnj.org or visit online
at ucnj.org/parks-recreation/cultural-
heritage-affairs.

FANWOOD – Fanwood author,
councilman, and communications di-
rector Tom Kranz will be the featured
speaker at the Friends of the Fanwood
Memorial Library annual
meeting. The public is in-
vited to attend on Wednes-
day, May 9 at 7 p.m. at the
library.

Mr. Kranz will talk about
his first novel, Budland,
which follows Bud
Remmick, a successful TV
assignment editor, as he
journeys from newsroom
manager to prison inmate.
“I wanted to explore anger
and its roots,” Mr. Kranz explained.
He will also discuss what it’s like to
self-publish.

A Philadelphia native, Mr. Kranz
enjoyed a 40-year career in journal-
ism, working in radio, television, print
and online media outlets. During his

time at Channel 10, Mr.
Kranz covered stories in Is-
rael, Chile, and the United
States. Although the char-
acters in Budland are com-
posites of several individu-
als, the novel is based
loosely on Mr. Kranz’s own
experiences working for
Philadelphia’s WCAU-TV
and for CBS News.

The Friends annual meet-
ing offers an opportunity to

celebrate the year’s achievements and
engage with residents. Before the fea-
tured speaker’s presentation, the
Friends will conduct a very short
meeting. After electing a new slate of
officers, there will be announcements
about how to join the Growing Friends
campaign and become more active in
events like the fall book sale.

Tom Kranz

www.goleader.com
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One Popcorn, Poor  — Two Popcorns, Fair — Three Popcorns, Good — Four Popcorns, Excellent

I Feel Pretty
And So Will You

3 popcorns

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
film critic

It has long been said by altruistic
philosophers, and famously iterated in
1966 by no less authority than David
Ruffin and The Temptations, that
“Beauty Is Only Skin Deep.” But alas,
anyone who has spent any time on this
planet chock full of monuments to physi-
cal splendor, and who has perhaps had
the lesson harshly impressed in middle
school, knows that all that well-mean-
ing claptrap goes out the window when
one is confronted with a comely face or
a well-turned ankle. There is no expres-
sion, “The great personality that
launched a thousand ships.”

Thus, even we really good looking
people must commiserate with Amy
Schumer’s Renee Bennett in directors
Abby Kohn and Marc Silverstein’s sweet
and fanciful “I Feel Pretty.” Unafraid of
presumption in weaving its wish-fulfill-
ment plot, the convivial fantasy’s DNA
harks back to iconic farces like One
Touch of Venus (1948) and Mr. Peabody
and the Mermaid (1948). Of course our
suspension of disbelief requires that we
issue nary a wince when Renee realizes
her dream of being beautiful via no less
a cliché than a bump on the head. O.K.
with me.

Truth is, it wouldn’t be half as much
fun if there were some esoteric, scien-
tific explanation for Renee’s transition
from wallflower sequestered in a dingy
office doing drab computer work for
haute cosmetic company, Lily LeClaire,
to high profile trend-setter. Rather, it’s
the magic, verve and humanity Miss
Schumer imbues Renee with that cap-
tures our imagination.

But what makes Amy Schumer’s
portrayal so ingratiating beyond its tem-
porary salve against cynicism, as well
as a tutorial about the truly important
things in life, is that it serves as a vital
reminder, an aide-mémoire. While
watching Renee conquer her lack of
self-esteem offers us vicarious joy in
the dark of the movie house, an implied
benefit gives us a little something to
take home. Wafted to where enchant-
ment lives, we glimpse that idealistic
part of our very being that pulled us out
of the primordial mud in the first place.

Giving this all just a smidgen of real-
ism while providing Miss Schumer the
opportunity to showcase her thespic
chops, the image we see in the mirror,
mirror on the wall is not a more attrac-
tive stand-in, but Renee herself, simply
imagining a different visage. The humor
in this pantomimic accomplishment ex-
tends into the narrative and leads to the

predictable moral of the story. We’d be
up in arms if it were anything less than
totally expected. A now bold and brazen
Renee, bursting with chutzpah, is over-
powering in her confidence. She bowls
folks over.

This includes Ethan, nicely portrayed
by Rory Scovel, who becomes a love
interest after our brave new girl meets
him in a dry cleaning establishment and
proceeds to explain how it’s perfectly
understandable that he might be over-
whelmed by her pulchritude. But on to
the really big wish, the plan is to wrest
herself from the Chinatown basement
of anonymity, where average-looking
Renee toiled inconsequently, and cata-
pult to a position of glamour at LeClaire.

There are no surprises worth men-
tioning. It’s all unabashedly feel-good
stuff save for the perfunctory stumbling
block at the catastasis when the newly
minted Venus suffers a case of hubris,
alienates her two best buds, and puts her
unassuming beau in a quandary. Yet, fret
not. There is an ethical gyroscope at
work in this wisp of a cotton candy
amusement that makes sure rewards,
comeuppances and justifications are
doled out in fair proportion. Still, for all
its sweet-souled pandering to our inner
softy, a smart, mini-treatise on vanity
supplies a certain legitimacy.

This comes courtesy of what appears
to be a heartfelt tour-de-force from Amy
Schumer that plays like a one-woman
show with only a spray of human decora-
tion. While all the ancillary portrayals
supply the necessary sounding boards,
including a bit of high-pitched jadedness
from Michelle Williams as the out-of-
touch granddaughter of founder Lily
LeClaire (Lauren Hutton), it’s Amy in
whom we invest our fond wishes. Strik-
ing a seriocomic blow for anyone who
ever felt they were shortchanged in the
beauty sweepstakes, she is the Jeanne
d’Arc of averageness.

You see, while our better instincts
agree in principle that beauty is only
skin deep, albeit with circumspect reser-
vation, few people tune into the Miss
America Pageant for the talent portions
alone. Hence, in tackling this one ex-
ample of our ingrained hypocrisies, I
Feel Pretty charmingly declares the wis-
dom of taking the time to dig beneath the
surface in search of the inner beauty that
might therein lie.

***
I Feel Pretty, rated PG-13, is an STX

Entertainment release directed by Abby
Kohn and Marc Silverstein and stars Amy
Schumer, Rory Scovel and Michelle
Williams. Running time: 110 minutes.

Continuo Arts to
Hold Spring Concert
SUMMIT – The Continuo Arts Foun-

dation presents “The Call of Music” a
concert celebration on Saturday, May 5
at 7:30 p.m. at the Central Presbyterian
Church, Summit. The concert featuring
Continuo Arts Chorale ensembles in-
cluding the Children and Youth Choirs
of New Jersey, Civic Chorale of New
Jersey, Sonare, and Seniors Sing. Un-
der the baton of Founder and Executive
Director Candace Wicke members from
Summit, Short Hills, Westfield, Roselle
Park, Morristown, New Providence,
Berkeley Heights, Freehold, Parsippany
and other towns across New Jersey will
delight the crowd with their selections.

The concert is free and open to the
community. Donations will be grate-
fully accepted. Call (908) 264-5324
and visit www.continuoarts.com for
more information.

Reading is Good For You

goleader.com/subscribe
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Joyce Taylor, Sales Associate 

President’s Circle 2017  

Cell: 908-313-1542

Direct: 908-233-6417 

joyce.taylor@cbmoves.com

1321 Cooper Road, Scotch Plains, NJ

Westfield West Office | 600 North Avenue W, Westfield, NJ 07090 | 908-233-0065 

All information deemed reliable but not guaranteed. Subject to errors and omissions. 

©2018 Coldwell Banker® Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker® Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT 
LLC. If your property is listed with a real estate broker, please disregard. It is not our intention to solicit the offerings of other real estate brokers. 

This stunning Colonial/Split is on beautiful Cooper Road, situated 
on over one acre of land.  Entering through the foyer and into the 
family room featuring a gas-burning fireplace, you will notice the 

quaint library with built-in bookshelves.  The other side of the 
room opens to a large, updated kitchen with expanded eat-in

area overlooking the outdoor patio and spacious yard.  A formal 
dining room, perfect for entertaining, is overlooked by the living 

room.  The 2nd floor presents three bedrooms with an oversized 
master suite including 2 walk-in closets and a separate dressing/
sitting area, and is cable ready.  The 3rd floor features a 4th large 

bedroom with hardwood floors.  The 2-plus car garage with
ample storage is attached, and enters into the ground floor family 

room.  Additional features include full house generator and
sprinkler system. This home has been meticulously maintained 

and loved. 

COLDWELL BANKER Westfield East Office
209 Central Avenue • 908 233-5555

Sales Associate
Cell: 908-347-3483
www.NJTopHomes.com

Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor agents and are not employees of the Company. ©2018 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved.
Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker Logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.

NEW LISTING • 240 Seneca Place, Westfield

4 Bedrooms, 2 Full & 2 Half Baths • Offered at $850,000
"You Gotta Have Faith"

159 Millburn Avenue  |  Millburn, New Jersey 07041  |  www.spectorfoerst.com  |  973.258.9200

PROPERTY TAXES 
TOO HIGH?
We saved property owners more 
than $168,786 in taxes last year.
Spector Foerst & Associates   |   Offices located in Union and Essex Counties   |   www.spectorfoerst.com   |   908.322.4886JAMES M. FOERST, ESQ.

DEVELOPMENTREAL ESTATE LAND USE

Mister Roberts Opens at
Westfield Community Players

Chansonettes Plan
Spring Concert Tour
AREA – The Chansonettes of

Westfield are ready to sing their way
through the 70th anniversary of the
group's founding with their 2018 spring
concert tour. Their new concert "70 and
Sassy" is scheduled to make stops in
May at Fellowship Village in Basking
Ridge, Chelsea-Fanwood, Heritage at
Clara Barton in Edison, Atria in
Cranford and Cranford Senior Hous-
ing.  The all female chorus will perform
favorites like "The Anniversary Waltz,"
"Blowing in the Wind," " Stop in the
Name of Love" and "The Rainbow
Connection."

The Chansonettes rehearse once a
week on Wednesday nights at the Pres-
byterian Church on Mountain Avenue
in Westfield, under the direction of Jean
Schork and accompanied by Mel Freda.

Anyone needing more information
may call co-president Jacquie
Tannenbaum at (908) 591-2560.

WESTFIELD – Westfield Commu-
nity Players will close out its 2017-
2018 season with Mister Roberts, the
enduring service comedy of WWII,
written by Thomas Heggan and Joshua
Logan. It is being directed by NJACT
Hall of Fame director, Steve Lemenille;
produced by Kay Macrae and stage
managed by Linda Viel.

Mister Roberts opens Saturday, May
5 at 8 p.m. and continues May 12, 18
and 19 at 8 p.m.; and a matinee on
Sunday, May 20 at 2 p.m. Tickets are
$22 for adults; $10 for active military
and students.

Mister Roberts in the rowdy, realistic
saga of a group of American sailors
aboard a Navy cargo vessel in the Pa-
cific shows the crew suffering from that
deadly boredom that is part of the rou-
tine of war. They are on a cargo mission,
so little else is going to happen. That
Mr. Roberts, [a lieutenant] shared the
crew's dislike for the Captain was one
reason for his popularity. Roberts joined
the world to fight; he hates being inac-
tive almost as much as he hates the
Captain. Privy to the crew's hijinks
against the Skipper, Roberts still feels
it's his duty to retain some discipline.
After winning many ingenious battles
against the Skipper, Roberts at last wins
himself a transfer to combat duty. It was
this transfer that cost him his life on a
destroyer off Japan.

In the cast are Tim Kelly (Fanwood)
as Lt. Doug Roberts, Bobby
Marusiefski (Rahway) as Ensign
Pulver, Russ Ortiz (Iselin) as Doc,
David Kelley (Fanwood) as the Cap-
tain, Ed Bontempo (Elizabeth) as
Dowdy, Pete Trabucco (Old Bridge)
as Dolan, Allen Roberts (Maplewood)
as Chief Johnson, Peter Curley
(Maplewood) as Mannion, Allen
Gershenson (Linden) as Insigna, Garry
Tamburro (Springfield) as Gerhart,
Timothy McGovern (Garwood) as
Stefanowski, Andy Lambrianidis
(Brooklyn) as Wiley, Jack Roberts
(Morristown) as Lindstrom, Anthony
Muccigrossi (South Plainfield) as
Schlemmer, Katie Engel (Rahway) as
Lt. Ann Girard, Richard Bull (New
Providence) as Shore Patrolman and
Mark Mooney (Bridgewater) as Mili-
tary Policeman.

St. Paul’s Annual Spring
Concert This Weekend

Free Concert Offered by the
Musical Club of Westfield

WESTFIELD – The St. Paul’s
Episcopal  Church Choir  in
Westfield will present their 32nd
Annual Spring Concert on Sun-
day, May 6 at 7 p.m. Sponsored by
the Friends of Music at St. Paul’s,
the concert will feature works by
George Frederick Handel, Franz
Joseph Haydn and Wolfgang
Amadeus Mozart. These three sub-
limely gifted composers, consid-
ered pillars of the Baroque and
Classical music eras, were selected
as a special tribute to St. Paul’s
Director of Music for 32 years,
Charles M. Banks, who takes his
final bow in May 2018.

Three of Handel’s four Corona-
tion Anthems will be performed by
the choir, together with musicians
from the New Jersey Symphony
Orchestra (NJSO). Following the
opening anthem, “Zadok the
Priest,” which has even been used
in movie soundtracks and TV com-
mercials, the program includes “Let
thy hand be strengthened,” and
“The King shall rejoice.”

In addition to the Biblically-in-
spired Coronation Anthems, parts
of which have been played at ev-
ery English monarch’s coronation
since Handel composed them in
1727, concert attendees will hear
two works by masters of the Clas-
sical era set to sacred texts. Regina
Coeli (Queen of Heaven), K. 108,
was composed by the 15-year-old
Mozart in 1771 for four-part cho-
rus of mixed voices and orchestra.
The antiphon includes dazzling
virtuoso passages for soprano
solo, to be performed by Carey
Hacket t .  Haydn’s  Te Deum

Laudamus (We praise Thee, O
God), composed in 1800 for cho-
rus and orchestra, is based on an
early Christian song of praise.

Concertmaster Brennan Sweet
will lead the orchestra ’s string
section. Mr. Sweet has been
NSJO’s Associate Concertmaster
since 1994, during which time he
also led the Orchestra for three
seasons as Acting Concertmaster.
A native of New York, Mr. Sweet
earned a Bachelor of Music de-
gree from Indiana University. The
founder of several musical en-
sembles, he performs throughout
the tri-state area and beyond.

With this program, Mr. Banks
will lead the singers and instru-
mentalists in his final Spring Con-
cert as director of music at St.
Paul’s. Since 1986 Mr. Banks has
conducted more than 100 works
for choir, soloists, and instrumen-
talists at these concerts. The per-
formers have included members
of the Metropolitan Opera, the
Metropolitan Opera Orchestra,
and the New York City Opera.

A graduate of Westminster Choir
College (Princeton), Mr. Banks
holds a Bachelor of Music Degree
in Sacred Music (1985) and a mas-
ter of music degree in organ per-
formance summa cum laude
(1992) and has performed in re-
citals in New York City, New Jer-
sey and in his native Western North
Carolina.

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church is
located at 414 East Broad Street
in Westfield. The concert starts
promptly at 7 p.m. The suggested
donation is $20 at the door (no
advance ticket sales). Accompa-
nied children are welcome free of
charge. After the performance, all
are invited to attend a reception in
the church hall. For more infor-
mation, call (908) 232- 8506, ex-
tension 10.

FINAL BOW...St. Paul’s Director of Music for 32 years, Charles M. Banks, will
conduct his final concert on Sunday, May 6, at 7 p.m.

WESTFIELD – The public is invited
to attend a free concert set for Wednes-
day, May 9 at 7:30 p.m. at the First
Baptist Church of Westfield, 170 Elm
Street in Westfield. Given by members
of the Musical Club of Westfield and
guests, this event is one in a series of
free monthly concerts mounted by the
club, which is now celebrating its 102nd
season.

Michael Rosin and Douglas Hardin
will perform Bach’s Sonata à Cembalo
è Viola da Gamba (BWV 1027). Mr.
Rosin, a native of Westfield, holds a
Bachelor’s Degree in Music Composi-
tion and Theory from the John J. Cali
School of Music at Montclair State
University, and a Master’s degree in
Composition at the San Francisco Con-
servatory of Music. He’s currently the
organist and director of music minis-
tries at the First Baptist Church of
Westfield. He writes for New York’s
classical music radio station, WQXR,
the New Jersey Symphony Orchestra

and the New Jersey Festival Orchestra,
and has received multiple awards for
his orchestral, chamber, choir, and solo
instrumental compositions.  Mr. Hardin
is an award-winning cellist, and mem-
ber of the several local groups includ-
ing the Plainfield Symphony and
Cisraritanian Consort of Viols. The duo
will be performing on the church’s
newly-restored harpsichord.

Also on the program will be Jenny
Cline, flute with Guest Artist Robert
Romano, clarinet and Carolle-Ann
Mochernuk, piano. The trio will per-
form Daniel Dorff’s Perennials.

Closing the concert will be Guest
Artists Brennan Sweet, on violin; and
composer and Grammy Nominee,
Allison Brewster Franzetti, on piano.
They will perform Mozart’s Sonata in A
Major, I. Molto Allegro, Brahms So-
nata No. 2 in A Major, Op. 100, II.
Allegro amabile, Rozsa’a Duo for Vio-
lin and Piano, Op. 7, III Allegro vivo e
giusto and Copeland’s Hoedown from
Rodeo for Violin and Piano.

The audience is invited to a reception
following each concert to enjoy light
refreshments and to meet the artists.

ADS PLACED IN
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VALL-LLOBERA RAPS 3-RUN HOMER, LERIE 2B; McGEE 2B, 1B; CONNOLLY 2 RBI; KATZ 2 RBI

Blue Devils Go Long in Sixth, Survive Cougar Comeback, 8-7
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Three insurance runs in the bot-
tom of the sixth inning appeared
to be enough security for the
Westfield High School baseball
team in it’s second showdown
with the Cranford Cougars at Bob
Brewster, Sr. Field in Westfield
on April 26. But the 8-4 lead was
barely enough as the Cougars
with a never give up attitude,
came storming back in the top of
the seventh with three runs of
their own and had a runner on
first with one out until relief

pitcher Mike Carlone struck out
the final two batters for an 8-7
victory.

Both starting pitchers did ex-
perience control difficulties. Cou-
gar pitcher Kevin Donovan, who
pitched into the sixth inning until
he was relieved by Jack
McAleavey, walked six batters —
one intentionally —, hit a batter
and allowed nine hits, while strik-
ing out four. Blue Devil starter
Tyler Hoffman pitched four in-
nings, walked four batters, hit
one batter, struck out three and
allowed four hits and four runs.

Dan Russo tossed the scoreless
fifth and sixth innings, yielding
just a double to Jake DeClerico
and walking none, while striking
out two.

Story on page 9

of The Westfield Leader

“Their first threw a good game.
Unfortunately when we were
pitching the ball, we threw a
couple of walks. You can’t do
that to a Westfield baseball
team. They capitalized on the
walks. We gave them too many
chances and unfortunately it
cost us the ball game,” Cougar
Head Coach Dennis McCaffery
said.

The insurance gathering sixth
inning began with the Blue Dev-
ils clinging to a 5-4 lead. Jake
Lerie, one of “The Two Jakes”,
slashed a leadoff double to right

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

field. Chris Wagner reached
safely on a throwing error then
Jake Vall-Llobera stepped up
and bashed a three-run home
run over the right field fence.
With no one out, McEleavey got
Mike Knapp to hit into a second-
to-first double play then struck
out the next batter.

As to his double, Lerie de-
scribed, “He was working me
away the entire day. I was ahead
in the count. He kept throwing
me fastballs when he was be-
hind. It was 2-0 and he just left
one a little middle away. I
dropped back on it and drove it
to right field and the big man
[Vall-Llobera] did the rest.”

As to his home run, Vall-
Llobera recalled, “He threw me
the same pitch twice in a row.
The first time it got a little in-
side on me and I fouled it off. I
was a little out in front of it and
I could hear the dugout my
friends over on the sidelines

Reading is Good For You
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chirping at me. Then he threw it
again over the middle and I
took it.”

Just six days before, Lerie had
the winning RBI single in the
eighth inning to lift the Blue
Devils past Colonia, 12-11.

“It felt pretty good, especially
since they walked Matt
[McIntyre] and I felt a little
disrespected because someone
gets intentionally walked to let
you hit. It was a big spot and I
was really glad that I could come
up big,” Lerie said.

Vall-Llobera, who also drilled
a hard smash to third that al-
lowed Blue Devils Mike Charlton
and McIntyre to score in the
fourth inning, has been on a
hard-hitting streak recently, so
it would be just a matter of time
until one cleared the fence.

“I am not just hitting line drives
gap-to-gap. I hit one in a scrim-
mage but there hasn’t been one
all season. It was the first time

I got good air under it and it felt
good,” Vall-Llobera said.

The Cougars took a 1-0 lead in
the first on three walks to load
the bases and an RBI sacrifice
fly to right by Pat Connolly to
bring home Jamie Shriner.
Westfield quickly answered with
two. Lerie, who walked and
strutted to second on a balk,
scored on Wagner’s RBI double
to leftf ield. Vall-Llobera’s

grounder resulted in a throwing
error and Wagner scoring.

The Cougars tagged Hoffman
for three runs on four hits with
the help of some passed balls in
the third to take a 4-2 lead.
Mike Murphy (2-for-4) singled,
Connolly walked and Mike
McGee (2-for-4, 2 runs, 2 RBI)
slapped an RBI single to right.
Connor Katz (2-for-4, 2 RBI)
hopped an RBI single past sec-
ond then McGee’s courtesy run-
ner Jack Jarosz scored on
DiClerico’s single.

Back came the Blue Devils with
a run in the third. Vall-Llobera
walked, Matt Manning (2-for-3)
singled and Knapp knocked an
RBI single past first. After the
Blue Devils took a 5-4 lead in
the fourth, scoring was silent
until the sixth when they added
Vall-Llobera’s big blast.

The Cougars were still alive
and began the seventh with
back-to-back singles by Mike

Meola and Tyler Szczech.
Connolly added an RBI
groundout and McGee followed
with an RBI double to center.
Katz lined an RBI single to cen-
ter then Carlone struck out the
next two batters.

“When you play Westfield, they
are a solid ball club and it is
always going to be a tough
game,” Coach McCaffery said.

Westfield received the first
seed for the Union County Tour-
nament and Cranford received
the eighth seed, so the two
rivals stand a very big chance to
see each other again very early
in the tournament

“I know that we play a game
on Saturday [April 28] against
Summit. The county tournament
is one game at a time and if you
lose that game, you don’t worry

about the next opponent. Here
at Cranford we don’t worry about
any future opponents. We worry
about the next day, which will
be practice on Friday. After prac-
tice on Friday, we will get ready
to take on Summit, which could
be a difficult game, then we will
see from there,” Coach
McCaffery said.

“It’s a good team. Every time
we play them it’s a fun game.
Every time it goes down to the
wire,” Vall-Llobera said.

“We saw them three times
last year also. We know [Gor-
don] Graceffo is going to be
good. He’s one of the best pitch-
ers if not the best pitcher in the
county but we got somebody
good over there too with Cory
[Hiltz]. It will be a great one. I
think it should be one that ev-
eryone comes to see,” Lerie
expressed.
Cranford 103 000 3 7
Westfield 201 203 x 8

Westfield Blue Devils Go Long in Sixth, Survive Cranford Cougar Comeback, 8-7
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Garwood Planning Bd. Hears
Lincoln Ave. Site Application

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD — The planning
board heard initial testimony April
25 on the application for 3 Lin-
coln Avenue. Business owner and
property owner David Busch
stated that he operates his busi-
ness, General Automotive Re-
pair, LLC, at the site. However,
the applicant filing for the hard-
ship variances was legally recog-
nized as DBJ Holdings, LLC, the
legal entity or “property owner”
controlled by Mr. Busch.

The applicant’s attorney, Gary
Goodman, stated that the appli-
cant recognizes that Lincoln Av-
enue, including the property, are
“gateways to the community.”
Mr. Goodman said the applicant
is “looking for” the planning
board’s “guidance” on how to
make the location “attractive.”

Mr. Busch stated that he pur-
chased the property in 2014. He
said he uses the space for his
business, which focuses on auto-
motive repair and truck repair.
The roof on the building will be
replaced and “a new HVAC” will
be installed, stated Mr. Busch.

In addition, Mr. Busch stated
that he will repaint the entire build-
ing and install needed windows.

The applicant will resurface the
parking lot, stated Mr. Goodman.
The parking lot is “triangular
shaped” and undersized, stated
engineer Cathy Mueller. Ms.
Mueller said the applicant is will-
ing to compromise with planning
board requests to add some
shrubs and plantings alongside
the streetscape.

Mr. Busch said he understands
the property is in a flood zone.
The discussed plantings and pos-
sibility of a drainage trench be-
neath the surface is to reduce
flooding, Mr. Busch told The
Westfield Leader.

The plantings reduce the possibil-
ity of lights reflecting off the build-
ing, blinding drivers during rush
hours and at dusk, stated planning
board member Bill Nierstedt.

Mr. Busch said he was con-
cerned too many plantings could
prevent passing traffic from no-
ticing his business.

Mr. Nierstedt said he recognized
the property’s irregularities. He
said he is “very excited the appli-
cant purchased it (the property)
and is here to improve it.”

Mr. Busch said if the property
has 10 feet of easement creating
room for plantings and drainage,
because the property is triangu-
lar he loses “half his parking lot.”

Board engineer Victor Vinegra
said when board members con-
sider a compromise between the
planning board and the appli-
cant, often five feet is needed for
plantings to grow and survive.

Mr. Nierstedt said a monument

sign is compliant with borough
ordinance and suggested the
business owner use that sign type
to advertise the business.

Mr. Busch said he has agreed
“to looking into a monument-
type sign” for a business sign
along the streetscape.

The agreed upon plantings,
drainage development and ease-
ment from the street will be dis-
cussed at the May planning board
meeting as the applicant’s testi-
mony will continue.

The planning board voted on a
desirable fence size for corner
lots being six feet high. The vote
was six board members in favor
of six-foot-high fences and four
board members in favor of four-
foot-high fences.

No official commentary was agreed
upon to be suggested to the bor-
ough council as the fence ordinance
has been “tabled” (set aside by
council for further review).

By ROBYN ORR-GIOFFRE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — The board of edu-
cation adopted a $67,467,691
school budget Monday night.

Superintendent of Schools Scott
Rubin, Ed.D., and Business Ad-
ministrator Robert Carfagno led
board members through a
PowerPoint presentation that of-
fered a breakdown of the budget
during a public hearing.

Mr. Carfagno described enroll-
ment as one important piece of
the budget. Current enrollment
for 2017-2018 is 3,871 while the
projected 2018-2019 enrollment
is expected to be 3,882 students.

“Ninety-five percent of your
budget is pretty well accounted
for,” Mr. Carfagno told the board.

More specifically, 85 percent of
the budget will go towards sala-
ries and benefits, 5 percent will
go towards out-of-district tuition
costs, 2 percent will go towards
transportation costs, 1 percent
will go towards energy costs,
another 1 percent will go to-
wards student-related extraor-
dinary service and another 1
percent will be for liabilities and
insurance.

The budget will include secu-
rity enhancements and upgrades
that will put the $187,301 in-
crease in state aid towards es-
tablishing a new position that
would, among other responsi-
bilities, coordinate district-wide
culture and climate initiatives.

Remaining funds will be used
for the upgrade, enhancement
and improvement of security is-
sues district wide.

The budget also includes facil-
ity/maintenance items that in-
volve sanding and refinishing
gymnasium floors at the elemen-
tary schools and Lincoln, paving
repairs at all schools, concrete
repairs, classroom carpet/tile

abatement and reinstallation.
As previously reported in The

Westfield Leader, the school bud-
get is at a 3.37-percent increase
over the 2017-2018 budget and
the total tax increase on the av-
erage Cranford home will be
$202.06.

“Taxes are going up,” Mr.
Carfagno told the board, but
noted, “we’re enhancing what
we currently offer.”

Mr. Carfagno further com-
mented that class size will stay
the same; staffing, although
some positions have been reallo-
cated, will remain the same; stu-
dents will have technology and
needed supplies, and the district
will meet all of its obligations,
offering professional develop-
ment, continuing with ongoing
projects and maintaining the fa-
cilities while still providing up-
grades when possible.

In other board business, Per-
sonalized Learning and 21st Cen-
tury Learning Skills were show-
cased during the meeting, with
Bloomingdale Avenue School
Principal Lourdes Murphy and
Media Specialist Greg D’Amato
giving a PowerPoint presenta-
tion.

Mrs. Murphy commented to the
board that the goals of personal-
ized learning are to encourage
and support learning initiatives
and promote the development of
21st-century learning skills.

21st Century Learners, accord-
ing to Mrs. Murphy, are collabo-
rators, problem solvers, critical
thinkers, communicators, self-
directed learners and innovators.

These learners are civically en-
gaged, globally aware, financially
and economically literate and in-
formation and media literate.

Students involved in the pro-
gram, “don’t shy away from hard

HUGIN HEADQUARTERS...Republican United States Senate candidate Bob
Hugin, left, opened his campaign headquarters in Mountainside on Saturday.
Also pictured are former Garwood Republican Committee Chairman John
Quattrocchi of Clark, second from left, and GOP Union County Freeholder
candidates Patricia Quattrocchi and Joe Sarno, right. Mrs. Quattrocchi is a
former Garwood mayor and Mr. Sarno is a current Garwood councilman. CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

Cranford BOE Adopts
$67.5-Mil. School Budget
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EFG Honors Top Educator,
People Making A Difference

By MICHAEL BONACORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GARWOOD — The Education
Foundation of Garwood (EFG)
held its 14th annual appreciation
dinner at The Westwood on
Thursday. The evening honored
Educator of the Year Denise
Cafiero. Barbara Tweedle and
Mary Ann Severage were hon-
ored with the People Making a
Difference Award.

“I’m really excited to announce
that to date the EFG has given
out over $54,000 in student
scholarships and grants for edu-
cators,” said EFG President and

Councilwoman Sara Todisco.
The appreciation dinner recog-

nizes educators and community
leaders who contribute to the
Garwood education system. The
night’s proceeds from ticket sales,
raffle drawings and a tricky tray
will raise scholarship funds, in-
cluding other programming funds
benefiting Garwood students.

Ms. Cafiero, who teaches math-
ematics and science for both fifth
and sixth grades, will be com-
pleting her fifth year in the
Garwood school district. She has
been nominated every year for

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

work that makes them think,”
Mrs. Murphy told the board.

Additionally, the Teachers Ca-
dets Collaboration in Education
was spotlighted, as Cranford High
School teacher Barbara Narus
discussed achievements.

The program allows cadets to
observe elementary, middle-
school and special-education
classrooms, have diverse teach-
ing experiences and prepares
them for placement for their stu-
dent teaching practicum.

Students are placed in the stu-
dent teaching practicum based
on their interests. They are ex-
pected to teach lessons and earn
college credits.

Some of the things cadets learn
are proper lesson-plan format,
classroom management skills and
the importance of student rela-
tions.

Student Cadet Brenna Dolan
told the board, “you make mis-
takes and you learn from them.
It’s very reflective.”

The board of education hon-
ored a request on behalf of the
New Jersey School Boards Asso-
ciation and Agencies for the
Handicapped to proclaim Sun-
day, May 13, through Saturday,
May 19, 2018, as Special Educa-
tion Week.

The next board of education
meeting will take place on Mon-
day, May 14.

Garwood BOE Adopts
$10.1-Mil. School Budget

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD — Board of Educa-
tion Business Administrator Eric
Larson presented the 2018 school
budget at a special budget meet-
ing on Tuesday night. The school-
year tax increase will be half of 1
percent, the lowest in 11 years,
Mr. Larson said. The total budget
is $10,106,562 with $8,209,455
to be raised in school taxes, an
increase of $40,843 from the
previous year.

The total tax levy will be .08 of
1 percent higher when consider-
ing a calendar year time frame
versus a nine-month school-year
time frame, stated Mr. Larson.
Assuming a $100,000 assessed
value on a property, the total
school tax levy will be an $82
increase per household from the
prior year.

Mr. Larson said a metric he
uses to compare the board’s bud-
get practices is the budgetary
per-pupil cost. He said the cost is
the year-to-year change in cost
per student in the district.

Garwood’s 2016-2017 per-pu-
pil budgeted cost was the ninth
lowest of 75 kindergarten through
eighth grade districts (K-8) with
0 to 400 students, stated Mr.
Larson. The 2017-2018 year per-
pupil cost is not available until
mid-summer, stated Mr. Larson,
as per state calculations and data
collection.

Mr. Larson said for 2016-2017
the state median per-pupil cost
for K-8 districts was $16,331.
The 2016-2017 Garwood student
per-pupil cost was $14,021, or
$2,359 below the state average.

Two major expenditures are
$623,000 being used to replace
a boiler system and $118,000 to

pay existing debt, stated Mr.
Larson.

The district received an increase
in state aid from $516,933 the
previous year to $556,490 for
the 2018-2019 budget, stated
Mr. Larson. The district received
grants summing $121,767 for
the 2018-2019 budget, less than
the $153,255 received in 2017-
2018 budget.

The district will pay 2 percent
less in tuition fees to the Clark
Board of Education for student
enrollment at Arthur L. Johnson
(ALJ) High School in Clark. The
cost per student is $13,466 in
tuition, stated Mr. Larson.
Garwood sends its high-school
students to ALJ.

The cost for instruction or
teacher salaries went up 2.5 per-
cent or $58,293, stated Mr.
Larson.

Mr. Larson said the increase
was as expected given negoti-
ated salaries were expected to
increase 2.75 percent. Adminis-
trative costs decreased 7.5 per-
cent or $48,399, stated Mr.
Larson. Facility management
costs decreased $49,022 or 6.6
percent from the 2017-2018 bud-
get year, stated Mr. Larson.

Resident Bruce Paterson said
he was concerned with capital
reserve depletions and one-time
revenue sources offsetting costly
trends.

“We are taxpayers as well,”
said board member Amanda
Langston.

Board President Christine
Guerriero said Mr. Larson and
the board worked on the best
budget they could without break-
ing the bank.

“Mr. Paterson, it is not right or
necessary to say the board does
not show concern. They are aware
of the trends,” School Superin-
tendent Teresa Quigley, Ed.D.

EDUCATOR OF THE YEAR...The Education Foundation of Garwood (EFG)
held its 14th annual appreciation dinner at The Westwood on Thursday at which
time the organization honored Educator of the Year, Denise Cafiero, center. She
is congratulated by Superintendent of Schools Teresa Quigley, Ed.D., left, and
EFG President Sara Todisco.

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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the Educator of the Year award.
“The best part about teaching

isn’t the lessons, it’s definitely
not the grading; it’s the relation-
ships with students that only a
teacher knows,” Ms. Cafiero said.

Superintendent Teresa Quigley,
Ed.D., said Ms. Cafiero is an “ener-
getic, dedicated and kind teacher.”

Ms. Quigley read an introduc-
tion before Ms. Cafiero was hon-
ored. She described how she met
Ms. Cafiero, what she expected,
and “the bubbly, inspired,”
teacher she had found.

Superintendent Quigley said ini-
tially someone with a student in
the district is ultimately placed in
the “Do I have to?” interview
pile. Ms. Quigley stated, how-
ever, that after interviewing Ms.
Cafiero she realized the teacher
was well-informed, determined
and un-intimidated.

“You have to interview this per-
son!” said Superintendent
Quigley, reciting from memory
what she told Lincoln School Prin-
cipal Mary Emmons, describing
how Ms. Cafiero’s initial inter-
view was impressive.

Ms. Cafiero told Superintendent
Quigley she had a dream she
would work in Garwood some-
day, the superintendent said. Ms.
Cafiero reflected on how she vis-
ited her aunt who lived in Garwood
and always wanted to live there.

“You got us to believe in our
dreams. I cannot thank you
enough. I look forward toward
your next dream,” the superin-
tendent said.

Ms. Cafiero stated that a wise
man once said, “Pay attention to
the things you are naturally drawn
to, for they are often connected to
your path, passion and purpose.”

“I am one of the lucky ones
whose career and passion come
together. I’m a lifelong learner.
It’s my thing,” Ms. Cafiero said.

Ms. Cafiero said she conveys to
her students to “find something
that makes you want to know

more and keep searching each
day until you find it.”

“My job is an amazing one. I get
to be silly with my students while
singing and dancing about math
and science,” Ms. Cafiero said.

The science students will be
“launching high-altitude weather
balloons in the next few weeks,”
said Ms. Cafiero, describing
hands-on class projects she de-
signed for her students.

EFG member Adele Lewis in-
troduced Ms. Severage to be hon-
ored with the People Making a
Difference Award. Ms. Severage
has lived in Garwood for 75 years,
while serving as a Garwood Pub-
lic Library trustee since 1978.
Ms. Severage is a parishioner of
the Roman Catholic Church of St.
Anne, where she has been active
in the church’s Rosary Society
for 38 years.

Ms. Severage is a life member
and past president of the Ladies’
Auxiliary of the Garwood Fire
Department.

“I don’t volunteer for the rec-
ognition; I just like to help my
community,” said Ms. Lewis, de-
scribing what she always remem-
bers Ms. Severage saying.

Ms. Severage said the award
“was quite a surprise and much
appreciated.”

“The borough has always been
a small town with a big heart,”
Ms. Severage said.

Ms. Tweedle also was honored
with the People Making a Differ-
ence Award. A Garwood resident
since 1994, she is active in two
community-led drug-prevention
programs, Drug Abuse Resis-
tance Education (D.A.R.E.) and
Garwood Parents Draw the Line.

Ms. Tweedle has been a mem-
ber of the Ladies’ Auxiliary of the
Garwood Fire Department for 20
years, currently serving as the
vice-president.

“I hope to continue working
with the children of Garwood and
I hope that I make a difference in
their world,” Ms. Tweedle said.

In addition, Ms. Tweedle is a
chaperone for the Junior
Firefighters Program and has
volunteered as a judge for the
Lions Club Halloween Parade.

Ms. Todisco provided an organi-
zational update stating that EFG
membership has continued to
grow “each year for the past sev-
eral years now.” Five new mem-
bers include board of education
member Amanda Langston, Sean
and Maria Benoit, Jessica Rivera-
Siew and Arlene Yanagacio.

said.
Before the budget meeting, a

safety meeting was held, during
which community members could
voice concerns and ask ques-
tions regarding the school’s safety
policies in response to recent
national school violence.

Former board member Adele
Lewis said she has been commit-
ted to volunteering for the Sandy
Hook Promise Foundation. The
program helps educators pro-
vide relief for students exposed
to psychological stress, stated
Ms. Lewis. Ms. Lewis said the
program identifies and addresses
mental health issues within the
student population.

Ms. Lewis said she is going to
coordinate programs with admin-
istration to implement within Lin-
coln School, assist parents, and
promote gun violence preven-
tion.

Resident Rachel Herz said she
was concerned with procedures
regarding “lockdown” or total
security situations at the library.
Ms. Herz said she felt she was in
the door’s sight or, if the situa-
tion arises, an active shooter’s
sight.

“I was clearly visible from the
door. Not sure if everyone is
aware you should be away from
the door,” Ms. Herz said.

Superintendent Quigley said the
librarian has full correspondence
with the school regarding
lockdown or emergency situa-
tions via a speaker system, a
feature not available to the pre-
vious librarian. The new librarian
is being “fully updated” on all
appropriate procedures, Ms.
Quigley said.

“The speakers make a big dif-
ference,” the superintendent
said, describing how they act as
an immediate communication
tool.

Councilwoman Jennifer
Blumenstock said “specialized
door stoppers,” preventive win-

dow blinds and an “outside drop-
box” for parents dropping off ma-
terials during school hours are
preventive measures to consider.
Ms. Blumenstock said these mea-
sures have been employed by
the Clark school district.

Resident Christian Zowosky
said he was concerned with stu-
dents safety during Hartman Park
recreation time. Mr. Zowosky said
further comments from the po-
lice chief and police captain would
bring “ease to parents’ minds.”

Mayor Charles Lombardo said
he remains committed to pre-
venting gun violence and is will-
ing to coordinate safety mea-
sures with district and safety pro-
grams if ever needed. Mayor
Lombardo said he signed a
mayor’s pledge against gun vio-
lence prohibiting firearms capac-
ity and distribution within N.J.

“Sadly, this issue has been po-
liticized, so I am here as an
elected official,” Councilman Ri-
chard McCormack said.

Mr. McCormack said all three of
his children and grandchildren
have attended Garwood public
schools. Mr. McCormack said he
wanted to “thank Dr. Quigley
and the board of education for
always keeping school safety top
of mind.”

“Why do we have to do some-
thing for the sake of doing some-
thing when in fact it might make
our school less safe by telling the
world via social media that Lin-
coln School needs to take better
safety measures?” Mr.
McCormack asked.

He said school safety is “always
on his mind.”

“I find it appalling a sitting coun-
cil person decided to politicize
something as sacred as the safety
of our children,” Mr. McCormack
said.

$10.1 Mil. School Budg

Garwood BOE Adopts BudgetGW Education Foundation Honors Top Educator

Youngsters Can Enter
Bookmark Contest

CRANFORD — The Cranford
Public Library is hosting its first-
ever bookmark contest. Children
in kindergarten through grade 6
who live or go to school in
Cranford are invited to submit
original designs around “Librar-
ies Rock,” this year’s musical
Summer Reading theme.

Seven winners will be selected
and their designs will be profes-
sionally printed and distributed
in the library and schools. The
contest will run through Friday,
May 25. For more information or
to enter the contest, visit the
Children’s Department desk at
the library.

This contest is made possible
by a grant from the Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders. The
Cranford Public Library is located
at 224 Walnut Avenue.

Reading is Good For You
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CRANFORD
Thursday, April 19, Rahman

Daley, 22, of Brooklyn, N.Y., was
arrested and charged for pos-
session of under 50 grams of
marijuana and possession of drug
paraphernalia after a 2012 Nissan
was stopped on Raritan Road
near Coleman Avenue for un-
clear plates. He was processed
and provided with a Municipal
Court appearance date.

Saturday, April 21, Daniel
Sblendorio, 20, of Mountainside
was arrested and charged with
possession of under 50 grams of
marijuana and possession of
paraphernalia after a 1996
Oldsmobile was stopped at the
intersection of Centennial Avenue
and North Avenue East for a
seatbelt violation. Following an
investigation at the scene, police
arrested Sblendorio for suspected
marijuana located inside the ve-
hicle. He was processed and re-
leased pending a municipal court
appearance date. Additionally,
he was issued summonses for a
seatbelt violation, not having a
valid driver’s license in his pos-
session, no valid registration card
in his possession and possession
of a controlled dangerous sub-
stance in a motor vehicle.

Thursday, April 26, Ian Cordova,
28, of Roselle Park was arrested
and charged for Driving While
Intoxicated (DWI) after a 2002
Toyota was stopped on North
Avenue East near Carpenter Place
for careless driving. Additionally,
he was issued motor vehicle sum-
monses for failure to maintain his
lane, careless driving, obstruct-
ing traffic, and not having a valid
inspection sticker.

Friday, April 27, Marvin Farmer,
27, of Iselin was arrested and
charged for possession of under
50 grams of marijuana and pos-
session of paraphernalia after a
2014 Jeep was stopped at the
intersection of North Avenue East
and the Garden State Parkway
137 Exchange for not signaling a

turn. He was processed and re-
leased pending a municipal court
appearance date. Additionally, he
was issued motor vehicle sum-
monses for tinted windows and
possession of a controlled danger-
ous substance in a motor vehicle.

Friday, April 27, Kenneth
Graves, 37, of East Orange was
arrested and charged for pos-
session of under 50 grams of
marijuana and possession of
paraphernalia after a 2006 Toyota
was stopped on Myrtle Street
near Commerce Drive for a
cracked windshield. He was pro-
cessed and provided with a mu-
nicipal court appearance date.
Additionally, the driver was is-
sued motor vehicle summonses
for an obstructed view and a
cracked windshield.

Saturday, April 28, Raekwon
Billups, 19, of Rahway was ar-
rested and charged for posses-
sion of under 50 grams of mari-
juana and possession of para-
phernalia after a 2005 Ford was
stopped on Centennial Avenue
near Raritan Road for a seatbelt

violation. Following an investi-
gation at the scene, police ar-
rested a passenger, Billups, for
suspected marijuana located in-
side the vehicle. He was pro-
cessed and provided with a mu-
nicipal court appearance date.
Additionally, he was issued mo-
tor vehicle summonses for fail-
ure to wear his seatbelt.

Sunday, April 29, Tricia Young,
47, of North Plainfield was ar-
rested and charged for posses-
sion of a controlled dangerous
substance (CDS) and possession
of paraphernalia after a 2000
Mazda was stopped on Centen-
nial Avenue near Raritan Road for
a cracked windshield. Following
an investigation at the scene,
police arrested Young for sus-
pected cocaine located inside the
vehicle. She was processed and
provided with a Superior Court
appearance date. Additionally,
she was issued motor vehicle sum-
monses for a cracked windshield,
maintenance of lamps, and pos-
session of a controlled dangerous
substance in a motor vehicle.

Local Letters to the Editor
Concerns About Union Co. Machine
Politics And Opponents’ Connections
I’m honored to have Michael

Ince and Sean Benoit on the
“Democrats for Garwood” ticket
with me. Together, we share a
passion for making a difference,
a love of learning, and a pride in
being independent-minded. In
the past seven years on council,
I have worked with 15 different
council members and from that
experience, I can attest that
Michael and Sean have the char-
acter, experience, and drive to
make excellent councilmen.

Michael committed himself to
public service starting back when
he joined the Clark Police force
after college. While having an
impressive 30+ year career in
law enforcement, he continues
to strive to learn more. Even in
retirement, he is taking gradu-
ate courses. He will not pretend
to know all of the answers be-
cause of his career. Instead,
Michael will listen to you and
seek out reliable information to
make knowledgeable decisions
on all the issues. This type of
open-minded, professional, and
inquisitive person is exactly what
Garwood needs on council.

Sean is invested in Garwood as
it is the place he and his wife
chose to raise their 5-year-old
son. Sean and his wife, Maria,
both joined the Education Foun-
dation of Garwood this past Sep-

tember. They want to be involved
in our town to ensure it has a
bright future as Garwood is, and
always will be, their son’s home-
town. Sean is the type of person
that dives right in, whether by
using his background as a lawyer
to research legal precedent or
volunteering to help a local orga-
nization. He made a career out of
listening to and advocating for
his clients to receive the services
they deserve as individuals with
disabilities. Sean will bring that
same accessibility, reliability, and
accountability as a councilman.

In speaking with fellow Demo-
crats, a number of them have
raised concerns about Union
County machine politics and our
opponents’ connections to them.
They appreciate that Michael,
Sean, and I are not dependent on
the County in any way. While all
Democrats, we put Garwood be-
fore party. We will ensure
Garwood is independent in all
decision-making and in repre-
senting the people’s voice to
higher levels of government.

I’m proud of the ticket we share
and hope you will support Michael
Ince and Sean Benoit for Council
on Column D on June 5.

Sara Todisco
Garwood Councilwoman

Mayoral Candidate (D)

GOOD FRIDAY BENEFIT...Msgr. John M. Walsh Council No. 5437 of the
Knights of Columbus held a benefit Fish Fry on Good Friday, March 30. Grand
Knight Mike Collings, right, and Treasurer Tom Karmol, left, present Msgr.
Ron Marczewski, pastor of the Church of St. Anne in Garwood and chaplain of
the Council, with a check for the proceeds of the event, to benefit the parish
community at St. Anne.

With Honesty, Integrity, Transparency,
And Unfailing Determination

years. I am currently seeking re-
election for a second term in the
upcoming Primary Election on
Tuesday June 5, 2018, with the
support of the Regular Demo-
cratic Party of Garwood.

Garwood has been my home
for the past 43 years. It is safe to
say that I am committed to mak-
ing it the best place to live, work,
and raise a family. It has been
my honor to serve as your Mayor
for the past three-and-a-half CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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Enraged Machine
I have read Garwood council

candidate Mr. Kearney’s response
of April 19 to my original letter in
The Westfield Leader. He uses
untoward language toward a
Garwood resident, which is not a
good quality in a candidate.

He attempts to rebut my sup-
port for Ms. Todisco’s challenge
to the Garwood Regular Demo-
crats’ slate for mayor and council.
Mr. Kearney is a Regular Demo-
crat candidate and of which I
referred to his party as being part
of a “political machine.” I find his
letter is just a brand of spin. I
have two items for Mr. Kearney.
One is a question: Why do we
have primary elections? If he could
respond for the readers’ informa-
tion? And two is a request: If you
are not manipulated by your job
at Union County as you state,
then you will stand by my side to
publicly voice outrage at the Union
County Freeholders in hiring the
new county manager from out-
side the county and without any
interview process. These are both
in violation of the county’s own
procedures and laws. Anything
short of that, will show Mr. Kearny
is afraid and, thus, is certainly
manipulated by the county Demo-
crat machine.

Letters attacking Ms. Todisco’s
perfectly legal challenge, his stat-
ing there should be no other chal-
lenger, and the others stating she
should “wait her turn” certainly
smacks of an enraged “political
machine.” I rest my case.

Bruce Paterson
Garwood

No Need To Spend Taxpayer Dollars
On A Study To Tell Us What We Know
In speaking with residents, it’s

abundantly clear that our DPW is
a beloved department in the com-
munity. While just a small group
of eight laborers, they get so
much done for our town and we
can see the difference they make.
Just drive through other towns
after it has snowed to see how
effective our DPW really is. If
elected, Sara Todisco, Sean
Benoit, and I will ensure our great
DPW is here to stay.

One of the campaign promises
of the Lombardo team is to pay
for a study on whether or not to
privatize garbage. We do not
support wasting taxpayer dol-
lars for a study that will give us
an answer we already know. Fur-
thermore, this was proposed by
Republican Council members for
the past few years and the Mayor
sat silent. Now, he is taking a bad
Republican idea to run with as
part of his Democratic Primary
bid. That is truly troubling.

With a department of just eight
laborers and garbage pickup tak-
ing about 60 percent of their
time, how would you save money
through privatization? There
would only be one way — to
reduce our staff of eight men.

What about snow plowing, leaf
pickup, or emergency situations?
With an even smaller depart-
ment and the possibility of sick/
vacation time or disability leave,
you might have even fewer per-
sonnel to plow, pick up leaves,
and more. Imagine what the
streets would like with just a
handful of people plowing roads
and clearing public sidewalks and
parking lots. Who is to say the
plowing, leaf pickup, and other
DPW services wouldn’t make
sense to privatize at that point?

Essentially, the services we
have come to depend on become
second-rate because they would
no longer be done in house. The
bottom line is that the very de-
partment we take so much pride

in would slowly disappear, weak-
ening Garwood.

Another consequence is that
privatization makes it so much
easier and more likely for gar-
bage pickup to be separated from
the tax bill. This would be an
extra burden on residents who
will have to decide which gar-
bage company they want, figure
out their schedule, and pay an-
other bill. Who wants another bill
to pay? As someone who has
lived in other towns, I can say
with confidence that it is not
better. For one, you cannot write
off garbage pickup from your
taxes unlike when it is inside the
tax bill.

Also, with more companies ser-
vicing the town on different days,
trucks are down your street prac-
tically every day. This is a sce-
nario where you can see multiple
carting companies servicing a
single block, which will result in
more truck traffic, more noise,
and increased air pollution in
Garwood. Finally, it means we
will lose control of how that gar-
bage pickup is done and how
much it costs. In other words, we
would be placing our services in
the hands of private companies
who can freely choose to raise
the prices, change the quality of
their services, and would not be
as accountable to you.

Our team stands for a stronger
Garwood. Studying and poten-
tially privatizing garbage pickup
would certainly not make our
town stronger. We do not need
to spend taxpayer dollars on a
study to tell us what we already
know and what Democrats have
resisted for decades in this town
— privatizing garbage does not
make sense in Garwood.

Please vote Column D, Todisco-
Ince-Benoit on June 5 for a stron-
ger Garwood.

Michael Ince
Garwood Council Candidate (D)

Some Of Her Ideas And Plans For
Garwood With Significance

I am writing to endorse Coun-
cilwoman Sara Todisco, Michael
Ince, and Sean Benoit in
Garwood’s mayoral race.

I met Sara last fall when she
knocked on my door to introduce
herself and talk about some of
her ideas and plans for Garwood.
I am thrilled that one program
she mentioned — the volunteer
rewards card program — has
been launched, and several local
businesses are already partici-
pating. I think this is a great way
for the town to show its appre-
ciation for volunteers while also
encouraging people to shop lo-
cally and enjoy all that Garwood
has to offer.

Sara also shared her interest in
creating a citizens’ advisory panel
that would provide Garwood resi-
dents an opportunity to share
their thoughts and ideas about
major town decisions. Creating a
space for citizens to discuss is-
sues like roadwork and depart-

mental equipment purchases will
bring added perspective and in-
sight to elected officials as they
make important decisions that
will have significant local impacts.

I am supporting Sara Todisco
for Mayor because I am confi-
dent she will organize the citi-
zens’ advisory panel and fill it
with a diverse group of individu-
als who are invested in our town
and its future. I am also support-
ing the full Democrats for
Garwood team on Column D. The
enthusiasm and passion that
Michael Ince and Sean Benoit
have expressed in our meetings
gives me confidence that they,
too, are dedicated to making
Garwood a great place to visit,
work, and live.

Please join me in voting for
Sara, Michael and Sean on June
5!

Bonnie Underwood
Garwood resident

More Letters to the Editor
I will continue to bring a sense

of maturity, stability, respect and
integrity to the Office of the
Mayor. I will continue to apply
my knowledge obtained from my
Master’s Degree in Public Admin-
istration and my 21 years on
Council to help create polices
that will truly benefit Garwood,
now and in the future. I will
continue to demand excellence
in the delivery of municipal ser-
vices, transparency and fiscal re-
sponsibility.

I have been an ambassador for
Garwood at the state, county
and local levels to bring in much
needed funding from them and
have negotiated and entered into
multiple shared service agree-
ments with surrounding commu-
nities, to help keep costs low.

My running mates, Vincent

Kearney and Jennyfer Guerrero,
bring fresh eyes and new ideas to
Garwood, and we will work as a
team to continue to move
Garwood forward. We will con-
tinue to work toward responsible
redevelopment, and informed
and fair revaluation in the best
interests of Garwood while keep-
ing quality services in place at
the lowest possible impact to the
residents. We will continue to
plan for the future, as it is of
utmost importance to our resi-
dents and their families, and it
must done with honesty, integ-
rity, transparency, and unfailing
determination.

We, as a team, look forward to
your support on Tuesday, June 5.

Charles Lombardo
Mayor of Garwood
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