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Cranford High School Performing
Arts to Present Legally Blonde

CRANFORD – The Cranford High
School Performing Arts Depart-
ment proudly announces their
spring musical, Legally Blonde,
with music and lyrics by Laurence
O’Keefe and Nell Benjamin and
book by Heather Hach. The show
is once again
being di-
rected and
c h o r e o -
graphed by
M i c h e l l e
Massa.  The
music direc-
tor is Matt
Hosner and
technical di-
rection is
D a v i d
M a r c o n i .
Stage man-
agers are
E m m a
Ferrentinos
and Kayla
Murray,

The plot is
based on the
novel by
A m a n d a
Brown and
the MGM mo-
tion picture
s t a r r i n g
R e e s e
Witherspoon
in 2001.  It
was trans-
formed into a musical in 2007.
The story revolves around a re-
cent college graduate, Elle
Woods, who follows the love of
her life, Warner, to Harvard Law
School where she learns to stand
on her own two feet.

Katrina Wischusen, plays the

role of Elle Woods and her lead-
ing men include Noah Wohlsen
as Emmett, Max Kopla as
Callahan, and Daniel Klimko ar
Warner. Senior Pria McNeil is
Paulette, the owner of Hair Af-
fair who befriends Elle when

she goes on
her journey
to Harvard.
Other senior
standouts in-
clude Elle’s
s i d e k i c k s ,
H a l e y
Baranowski
as Brooke,
K e l l y
McMahon as
Margot and
Laura Salway
as Serena.
Junior Rose
Michetti is Pi-
lar. Vivienne
is being
played by
N o r a
S u l l i v a n .
Rounding out
the featured
cast is Julia
S a g i n a r i o ,
C h a r l i e
B e r n s t e i n ,
K a t i e
M a n h a r d t ,
Robert Mor-
ris, Sullivan

Grace, Melanie Gabel, Matthew
Mallick, Andrew Gordon, and
Max Wisnefski. The ensemble
includes: Erin Blake, Makayla
Cartnick, Ariel Daryani,
McKenna Flynn, Marisa Lijo,
Katie Malanka, Jul ianna
Marcotrigiano, Garrett Kennedy,

Noah Kopla, Sarah Kudron,
Elizabeth Molfetto, Madeline
Simone, Gina Ricardo, Lee
Rosenthal.

Production dates are Friday and
Saturday, March 16 and 17, at
7:30 p.m. and Sunday, March 18
at 2 p.m. Tickets are $15 and are
available online at
chs.booktix.com and at the door.
Student rush tickets at a dis-
counted price of $10 will be avail-
able 30 minutes prior to each
performance. A free senior citi-
zen performance in on Thursday,
March 15 at 7:30 p.m.

The cast of Cranford High School’s
production of Legally Blonde

College Women to Learn Of
Cranford In World War I

CRANFORD — Cranford resi-
dent and U.S. Army combat vet-
eran Victor A. Bary will present a
program on Cranford in World
War I at the Monday, March 12
meeting of the College Women’s
Club of Cranford. It will take place
at the First Presbyterian Church,
located at 11 Springfield Avenue,
Cranford.

Mr. Bary’s presentation will
briefly trace the developments
that led to the United States
entry into World War I on April 6,
1917, and the development of
the community which would be
thrust into that war. Local people
and events will be spotlighted
covering the period from 1915 to

the occupation of Germany in
1919.

The United States declared war
on the Central powers nearly
three years after the outbreak of
World War I in July 1914. By that
time, the two opposing forces
were hopelessly bogged down in
static positions, expending hun-
dreds of thousands of lives for no
ground gained. Cranford, at that
time, was a township of some
6,000 adults, having grown rap-
idly from a sleepy agrarian com-
munity first populated in 1720
into a thriving upper-middle-class
community after the completion
of a railroad bridge across New-
ark Bay in 1864 made the com-
munity attractive to New York
real estate developers.

Mr. Bary has been a Cranford
resident since 1986. After a 40-
year career in the financial ser-
vices industry, he retired and
became more active in his com-
munity. He serves on the Cranford
Historic Preservation Advisory
Board and is a trustee, curator
and newsletter editor for the
Cranford Historical Society. Mr.
Bary holds a Bachelor of Arts
degree in English from the Col-
lege of William & Mary, a Master
of Arts degree in Psychology from
Temple University, and a Master
of Business Administration de-
gree from St. Joseph’s Univer-
sity.

The evening will begin with re-
freshments at 7 p.m. followed by
the meeting and the guest
speaker. This meeting is open to
the public.

All Cranford women who have a
degree from a four-year college
or university are invited to join
the club. For information, call
Janet Collins at (908) 653-1452.

Betty Pistol
Loving Mother and Sister

Betty Pistol of Clark, N.J., died
on Wednesday, February 28,
2018, at the Center for Hope
Hospice in Scotch Plains, N.J.

Betty was a homemaker and a
clerical worker. She was em-
ployed at Franklin Templeton In-
vestments in Short Hills, N.J.
Previously, she served in the
same capacity at Heine Securi-
ties in Short Hills and United
Counties Trust Co. in Roselle,
N.J. and Cranford, N.J., retiring
20 years ago.

She was a member of the Sub-
urban Chapter of Deborah of
Springfield, N.J., the Westfield
Chapter of Hadassah and the
Cranford Wednesday Senior Club.

Born in Lakewood, N.J., she
grew up in Brooklyn, N.Y., and

lived in Hillside, N.J. and Union,
N.J., settling in Cranford, N.J.,
for nearly 50 years before mov-
ing to Clark four years ago.

Predeceased by her husband,
Sidney Pistol, and her son, Stuart
Pistol, she is survived by her son,
Jeffrey Pistol; her sister, Shirley
Kier; several nieces, nephews
and grand-nieces.

Funeral services were held at
the Menorah Chapels at Millburn,
2950 Vauxhall Road, Union
(Vauxhall), N.J., on Sunday,
March 4, 2018. Interment fol-
lowed at King Solomon Cem-
etery in Clifton.

Donations in her memory may
be made to the charity of your
choice.
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