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four assists. Ryan would finish
the game with 13 points, includ-
ing another 3-pointer, eight re-
bounds and five assists.

As she had all season, O’Brien
demonstrated her leadership but
like teammate Nya Downing (6
points, 3 steals, 4 rebounds) she
would run into foul trouble early
in the third quarter.

“Great, great leader! In the
biggest games, she gives it all
that she has. If we are not going
to win with her shooting the ball,
we probably are not going to win.
We rely on her. She kept every-
thing together. She came out
with her fifth foul. She had a
smile on her face. I think she’s
proud of what she accomplished
this year,” Coach McKenna ex-
pressed.

“When we see everyone get-
ting in foul trouble early, it really
hurts our spirits but it tells us
that we need to pick it up, make
sure those fouls weren’t for noth-

ing. Even when we are down a
man, we have to pick it up and
give it our all for them. We have
to play through these one man
down situations,” Burton ex-
pressed.

“Any Scotch Plains/Westfield
game is going to be high inten-
sity, lots of energy, so I am
excited to come out with a win.
They played a heck of a game,”
Elliott said.

Westfield extended its lead to

23-17 by outscoring the Raid-
ers, 13-8, in the second quarter.
Ryan led that surge with her
third 3-pointer and a quick think-
ing layup late in the quarter.
Elliott put in four of her eight
points and Maz and Stravach
each added two points. Down-
ing scored four points with Bur-
ton and Eboni Davis each net-
ting two points.

The third quarter was a 12-12
standoff and Stravach, who fin-
ished with 10 rebounds, buck-
eted six of her game-leading 14
points. Burton and Isabella
Corsaro each scored four points
for the Raiders.

With Downing and O’Brien
benched, the Blue Devils easily
won the fourth quarter 10-5 with
Stravach adding four points, and
Faith Dobosiewicz (4 points, as-
sist, rebound), Lauren Sgro (4
points, 3 rebounds, steal) and
Ryan adding two points each.
Burton scored three points and

Lyght scored two points.
“We moved the ball around

really well. We had great team
chemistry. We try to find the
open person every time and try
to get the bucket out of it,”
Elliott commented.

The Raiders finished with a 15-
11 record far better than the
previous year.

“It’s a complete 180 turn-
around. That season was very
rough but this season we looked
back and realized we didn’t want
to be 16 or 17 [losses]. We defi-
nitely picked it up and learned as
a team and family. The connec-
tion was definitely better and the
overall feeling motivated us,”
Burton expressed.

“There’s always a rivalry when
you know each other and the
kids know each other. We said
coming in how often is it that we
get to play our rival in the states.
We were 4-17 last year and it’s a
great turnaround to be able to

come in with a great environ-
ment like this where there is a lot
of energy and play well,” Coach
McKenna said.

The Blue Devils advanced to
face top-seeded Watchung Hills
in the semifinal round. The 22-3
Warriors, who lost only to
Franklin, Arts and Montgomery,
had defeated Westfield, 46-37,
on January 13.

“We played Watchung Hills ear-
lier in the year. I would like to say
we didn’t play our best, so if it
does end up being them, we are
ready. We are going to come out
stronger than we did last time,
work on some ball movement
and not give them turnovers. It
cost us points last time,” Elliott
said.
Sc Pl-Fanwood   9   8 12   5 34
Westfield 10 13 12 10 45

Lady Blue Devils Contain SPF Raiders in North 2, Group 4 Hoops Quarterfinal, 45-34
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