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The Family Law Department of Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski
Presents

Kristin N. Badalamenti, Esq., Jennifer L. Young, Esq.,

Mario C. Gurrieri, Esq. (Chair) and Kristin M. Capalbo, Esq.

4 Lawyers, 4 Levels of Experience, 4 Hourly Rates

All designed to serve your interests in all aspects of divorce including
custody, parenting time, relocation, distribution of assets, alimony, child

support, college costs, prenuptial agreements, mediation, domestic violence,
palimony, post-divorce changes in financial circumstances, and civil unions

Mention this ad to receive a complimentary conference

Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski, P.C.
340 North Avenue

Cranford, New Jersey, 07016
(908) 272-0200

www.dughihewit.com

Why I Want to Increase Stroke
Awareness In My Community

Communist Chinese Regime Will Use
Beijing Olympics as Propaganda Tool

Letters to the Editor

While cold weather and snow are
common events in a typical northeast
winter, another event that might not
be top of mind but is just as important
to be aware of is a stroke. Rapid
weather changes can increase the risk
of stroke,1 which is the leading cause
of serious, long-term disability and
fifth leading cause of death in the
U.S. I know from experience — after
suffering a stroke myself in the winter
of 2016 — that it is crucial to be
prepared.

The morning I had my stroke started
like every other. I was making my
breakfast protein shake when I started
to feel a tingling sensation through-
out my body. All of a sudden, I couldn’t
grab the scoop anymore and I knew
something wasn’t right. When I tried
to tell my wife that something felt
wrong, I couldn’t form words, only
grunts. Luckily, my wife recognized
my symptoms and realized I was hav-
ing a stroke and immediately called
9-1-1.

I first met Dr. Gary Belt, the stroke
neurologist at the Comprehensive
Stroke Center at Overlook Medical
Center, in the ambulance via In-Tran-
sit Telestroke Technology. While I
was being transported to Overlook
Medical Center, part of Atlantic

Health System, the robotically con-
trolled camera and monitor system
allowed Dr. Belt to see and evaluate
me in-transit, determine a plan of
action and assemble a team so they
could begin treating me as soon as the
ambulance reached the hospital. This
made it possible for Dr. Belt to give
me a clot-busting drug within 14 min-
utes of my arrival.

Without Telestroke, the team at
Overlook wouldn’t have been able to
start evaluating me until I came
through the emergency room, which
could have resulted in delayed treat-
ment. Time is invaluable when it
comes to diagnosing and treating
stroke. In fact, 1.9 million brain cells
die every minute after someone suf-
fers a stroke.

I am truly thankful to the fast-act-
ing team at Overlook Medical
Center’s Comprehensive Stroke Cen-
ter and the use of In-Transit Telestroke
Technology, as they all contributed to
my recovery and enabled me to re-
gain brain function. Today, I am back
to life as usual and am passionate
about sharing my story in the hopes
that I can increase stroke awareness
in my community.

Barry Rogers
Westfield

“See you in Beijing!” so said ami-
able-looking and sweet-talking Xi
Jinping, the General Secretary of the
Central Committee of the Commu-
nist Party of China and the President
of the People’s Republic of China, at
the closing ceremonies of the Winter
Olympics in South Korea.

But no mention during the closing
ceremonies that he heads a despotic
regime.

Human Rights Watch reports,
“China remains a one-party authori-
tarian state that systematically curbs
fundamental rights.”

“The near future for human rights
appears grim, especially as Xi is ex-
pected to remain in power at least
until 2022.”

“Civil liberties in Hong Kong are
increasingly being undermined by the
growing interference of the central
government, 20 years after the city
returned to Chinese sovereignty in
1997.”

“The government restricts religious
practice to five officially recognized
religions in officially approved reli-
gious premises. Authorities retain
control over religious bodies, per-
sonnel appointments, publications,
finances, and seminary applications.
The government classifies many reli-
gious groups outside its control as
‘evil cults,’ and subjects members to
police harassment, torture, arbitrary
detention, and imprisonment.”

“The Chinese government remains
hostile to women’s rights activism.”

 “The Chinese government should
end its efforts to weaken United Na-
tions mechanisms that promote hu-
man rights.”

 Freedom House reports,
 “The ruling Chinese Communist

Party (CCP) has tightened its control
over the media, religious groups, and
civil society associations in recent
years. A renewed push for party su-
premacy and ideological conformity
has undermined rule of law reforms
and curtailed civil and political
rights.”

Xi pursues an aggressive military,

economic, and foreign policy that
threatens the interests of the United
States and its allies in the Far East and
worldwide as well.

My wife and I during our two visits
to Olympia, the sight of the original
Olympics, were impressed by how
different they were then. The games
were part athletic competition, part
religious festival. Athletes represented
themselves, not their Greek city-state.
The prizes were olive wreaths and
crowns, not gold medals and multi-
million dollar endorsement contracts.

The modern Olympics are about
advancing national prestige.

The International Olympic Com-
mittee gave the 1936 Winter Olym-
pics to Hitler despite his rabid anti-
Semitism and his enactment of the
virulently anti-Semitic Nuremberg
Laws months before in 1935.

The 1980 Moscow Summer Olym-
pic Games were held even though
months before the Soviet Union had
invaded Afghanistan. But the United
States and dozens of other countries
boycotted the Games, including
Canada, Indonesia, Japan, Norway,
Thailand, and West Germany.

The 2008 Beijing Olympics were
held while China was repressing the
Tibetan people and attempting to re-
move the Dalai Lama as their spiri-
tual leader.

Putin used the Sochi Winter Olym-
pics of 2014 as cover for invading
and annexing Crimea, suppressing
the Chechen people, discriminating
against the Russian LGBT commu-
nity, exploiting migrants workers, and
restricting freedom of speech, assem-
bly, and association.

The Communist Chinese regime
will now use the Beijing Winter Olym-
pics as a propaganda tool just as Hitler,
Brezhnev, Xiaoping, and Putin did
with their Olympics.

The Beijing Winter Olympics will
as well prove to be a Faustian bar-
gain.

Stephen Schoeman
Westfield

Who Is Entitled to Free Speech?
I write regarding a subject that has

been brought up before - the ongoing
political statements (although the tone
feels like a lecture to me) that you
continually publish in the “letters”
section from Stephen Schoeman.

I think it’s time you give him his
own weekly political column and stop
publishing his editorials every week.
The Leader is, as the banner says, a
community newspaper. Having his
op-ed pieces, complete with quotes
and references to poets and others,
take up the bulk of the Westfield
community’s space in the “letters”
column does no service to the com-

munity. Subjecting the town to his
politicized “letters” is not the mission
of your newspaper. I respect his right
to his opinions, but I resent his hitting
us over the head with them on a weekly
basis. Maybe it’s time for Mr.
Schoeman to realize that the “letters “
column is not his personal soapbox.

J. Schuster
Westfield

Editor’s Note: Dear Sir: I don’t
know how; but would I want to throttle
“Free Speech”?

A famous saying that may have
been misattributed to Voltaire: “I Dis-
approve of What You Say, But I Will
Defend to the Death Your Right to
Say It.”

Scotch Plains Rescue Squad Tip of the
Month – Dangers of Drowsy Driving
Scotch Plains – Most people

wouldn’t think of driving after drink-
ing alcoholic beverages. However,
some of those same people would
think nothing of getting behind the
wheel when they’re overly tired, even
though research has shown that
drowsy driving can be as dangerous
as drunk driving.

A new report by AAA (American
Automobile Association) states that
“drowsiness is a factor in approxi-
mately one in 10 accidents,” much
higher than previously thought. In
New Jersey, a law was passed in 2003
that makes it illegal to knowingly
drive while fatigued. Maggie’s Law
was named after Maggie McDonnell,
a 20 year old college student who was
killed when another driver who hadn’t
slept for 30 hours and was using drugs
hit her car head on in 1997. Maggie’s
Law defines fatigue “as being with-
out sleep for more than 24 consecu-
tive hours and makes driving while
fatigued a criminal offense.”

William Van Tassel, a driver train-
ing manager for AAA, makes it clear
that the only solution for drowsy driv-
ing is sleep. “Short term tactics like
drinking coffee, singing, rolling down
the window will not work. Your body’s
need for sleep will eventually over-
ride your brain’s attempts to stay
awake,” according to Van Tassel.

Some of the symptoms to watch out

for are drifting out of your lane into
another, having trouble keeping your
eyes open, head bobbing, yawning,
and frequently rubbing your eyes. If
you experience any of these signs,
find a safe place to rest, or ask some-
one else to drive. Even if you don’t
fall asleep, fatigue impacts judgment
and reaction time.

The Scotch Plains Rescue Squad is
a volunteer organization of Neigh-
bors Helping Neighbors. With over
90 volunteers, we answer calls not
only in Scotch Plains but in surround-
ing towns as well when needed. Be-
sides answering calls, you will see
our ambulances at many special events
held in town, such as Scotch Plains
Day, the Memorial Day Parade, high
school football games, and the sum-
mer concerts on the Village Green.

We are available to provide dem-
onstrations for Boys and Girls Scout
troops, clubs and other groups that
are interested in what we do.

In addition, we lend out wheel-
chairs, crutches, canes and other as-
sorted medical equipment free of
charge. Please reach out to us if there
is something we can do for you.
(908) 322-2103 for non-emergen-
cies or email:
scotchplainsrescuesquad@gmail.com

Contributing Author: Susan
Baldani, a life member of the Scotch
Plains Rescue Squad.

Tom Kean Argues With Sweeney
Over More NJ Taxes

TRENTON — Senate Republican
Leader Tom Kean said a new tax on
New Jersey employers proposed by
Senate President Stephen Sweeney
today backtracks on a commitment to
reforming the state’s tax and fiscal
policies to make the Garden State
more affordable and competitive with
neighboring states.

Sen. Tom Kean said the Senate
President’s proposed $657 million
business tax increase will make the
state less competitive, drive employ-
ers to other states, and hurt middle-
class families. (Wikipedia)

“It is unfortunate that Senate Presi-
dent Sweeney has pulled back from
his anti-tax talk, which echoed the
arguments Republicans have been
making for years about New Jersey’s
crisis of affordability,” said Kean. “Just
when we seemed to be on the right
track, Democrats have reverted to their
old ways of demonizing employers
and chasing jobs from New Jersey.”

The Senate President’s proposal
would implement a three-percent sur-
charge on corporations earning more
than $1 million in annual net income.

His claim is that the $657 million
tax increase would “recapture” a por-
tion of the tax savings that recent
federal tax reforms produced for cor-
porations.

“It’s clear that Democrats still don’t
understand that New Jersey is in com-
petition for employers and jobs with
other states,” said Kean. “Our high
tax rates already put New Jersey at a
disadvantage. If we raise taxes even
higher, we won’t ‘recapture’ anything
from businesses that choose to move
away to the many other states that will
let them keep their federal tax sav-
ings. The price for bad tax policy
doesn’t fall on faceless corporations,
but on middle-families that lose jobs,
raises, and an opportunity to build
financial security.”

New Jersey already has the worst
state business tax climate in the nation
according to the Tax Foundation’s 2018
State Business Tax Climate Index.

Kean said the focus should be on
improving affordability across the
board, for individuals, families, and
businesses.

“We need to hold the line on taxes
and find smart opportunities to pro-
vide savings to taxpayers and increase
New Jersey’s competitiveness,” added
Kean. “Let’s start by increasing the
state’s property tax deduction for
homeowners, increasing support for
charitable organizations, and holding
the line on a tax reform process that
will help New Jersey compete for the
well-paying jobs our residents need.”Gov. Declares

State of
Emergency

effective 8 p.m.
Tuesday Night
Winter Storm
Approaches

NJ.com - Heavy snow possible.
Total snow accumulations of 6 to 12
inches. Locally higher amounts are
possible.

Snow is expected to start 10 pm
Tuesday to 4 am Thursday.

Plan on difficult travel conditions,
including during the evening com-
mute on Wednesday. Significant re-
ductions in visibility are possible.

A Winter Storm Warning for snow
means severe winter weather con-
ditions will make travel very haz-
ardous or impossible. If you must
travel, keep an extra flashlight, food
and water in your vehicle in case of
an emergency.

For updates and to view service
advisories affecting Union County
services, visit www.ucnj.org

Westfield Rotary Breakfast


