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State LD-22
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asm. Jim Kennedy (D)
34 E. Cherry St.
Rahway, N.J. 07065
(732) 943-2660

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

State LD-21
Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)

425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

LD-21 includes Westfield,
Mountainside, Garwood,
Summit and Cranford.

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance (R)
425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090
(908) 518-7733

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Plainfield, Clark  and
Linden.

senkean@njleg.org, senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org, aswmunoz@njleg.org
asmkennedy@njleg.org, asmgreen@njleg.org

12th Congressional District
Rep. Bonnie Watson Coleman (D)
850 Bear Tavern Road, Suite 201, Ewing, N.J. 08628
(609) 883-0026
[Fanwood, Plainfield and most of Scotch Plains
are in the 12th Congressional District]

[Westfield, Mountainside, Garwood, Summit and Cranford
are in the 7th Congressional District]
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We Have Been Called to Action
And I Will Answer This Call

Let Teachers Teach While Protecting
Them With Sensible Legislation

Westfield Residents Should Vote
Rep. Lance Out of Congress

Since the day I was sworn-in as
Mayor, I have made the safety of
Scotch Plains residents, especially
our children, my highest priority.
Working with the Township Council,
Police Chief Conley and his dedi-
cated police department, we have
added two new police officers and
various promotions to enhance the
efficiency and effectiveness of our
police force. School safety is always
at the top of our list when we meet to
discuss safety issues.

This past Wednesday, I convened a
meeting with Scotch Plains Police
Chief Conley, Fanwood Police Chief
Trigo, Superintendent Dr. Hayes,
School Business Administrator
Debbie Saridaki, Office of Emergency
Management Director Dennis
VanNatta, and Fanwood Councilman
Anthony Carter to discuss additional
measures to enhance school safety
and preparedness. I have also had
discussions with concerned residents
and parents. Rest assured, ensuring
the safety of our children and schools
is the highest priority for me, and as I
have been doing since sworn-in, I
will continue to meet with officials to
make sure our schools and children
are safe.

To help with our efforts, I have
joined Sandy Hook Promise, a na-
tional non-profit organization
founded and led by several family
members whose loved ones were
killed at Sandy Hook Elementary
School in 2012. The mission of Sandy
Hook Promise is to honor all victims
of gun violence by turning tragedy
into a moment of transformation by
providing programs and practices that
protect children and prevent the sense-
less, tragic loss of life. We must reach
out and help lost souls before they
commit acts of violence. I plan to
bring the programs promoted by
Sandy Hook Promise to Scotch Plains
through the Mayor’s Wellness Pro-

gram so stay tuned for more informa-
tion. You can learn more here: https:/
/www.sandyhookpromise.org/

I will also be speaking with our
state and federal representatives about
gun legislation. I believe that we can
pass regulations and laws to prevent
gun violence while still preserving
and protecting the 2nd amendment
rights of law-abiding citizens.

One bill is A-1217/S-975, which
authorizes courts to issue gun vio-
lence restraining orders to persons
who pose a significant risk of per-
sonal injury to themselves or others
by possessing or owning a firearm. I
do have some suggestions to improve
the bill to ensure due-process, but the
purpose of the bill is to provide law
enforcement officers in New Jersey
with the means to take away firearms
from persons whose friends or family
have reported them as being mentally
unstable. If this law was in effect in
Florida, the Parkland tragedy might
not have happened.

Another bill is A-2757, which re-
quires all sales or other transfers of
firearms to be conducted through a
retail dealer licensed under state law
or a federal firearms licensee. The
licensee would be required to com-
plete a National Instant Criminal
Background Check (NICS) on the
recipient of the firearm.

I have contacted Scotch Plains’ state
legislative delegation and the
governor’s office requesting them to
support the bills. I will be at our state
capitol in Trenton on March 14 for
the Mayors Legislative Day to advo-
cate for these bills and other Scotch
Plains priorities.

We have been called to action. And
I will answer this call. Please join me
in these efforts.

Mayor Al Smith
Scotch Plains

I noted with interest Stephen
Schoeman’s plea that we give a “fair
hearing” to the idea that trained teach-
ers be armed.

What other nation in the world
would even contemplate the arming
of teachers to protect children from
their own citizens? Yet this is the
twisted logic of the NRA and a Presi-
dent who talk about “hardening”
schools.

Former New York City Police Com-
missioner Bill Bratton said that to
arm teachers to prevent school
shootings is “the height of lunacy.”
What next, he asked? Should we arm
school bus drivers and crossing
guards?

Just think of the practicalities. The
President suggested 20 percent of
teachers qualify to bear arms. There
are 3.5 million elementary and sec-
ondary school teachers in the coun-
try. Are we going to create a militia of
700,000, half the size of our active
armed forces? An untrained militia
expected to cope with someone armed

with a weapon of war and a probable
death wish, and with all the likeli-
hood of more innocents being killed
by “friendly fire?” Trained police
officers in such circumstances hit their
mark 18 percent of the time. Where
will the “missing” bullets end up?
And as we saw in Parkland, even
trained professionals, such as the
sheriff’s deputy posted outside the
school, can quail in the face of such a
lethal killing machine.

Or would you rather put one or two
(or six or seven, per Newt Gingrich)
armed guards in each of our 130,000
schools? Assuming $80,000 p.a. per
paid professional and you are quickly
looking at a minimum of $10 billion
annually.

Instead of turning our schools into
armed encampments, let our teachers
teach, and let us have sensible legis-
lation to protect them and their
charges.

Mervyn Turner
Westfield

Westfield residents, regardless of
party, should vote out Representative
Leonard Lance as the future of our
community may well depend on it.
By canceling federal funding for a
new rail tunnel under the Hudson,
President Trump guarantees that in
the competition for new residents
Westfield will lose out. This is no
minor issue and it should be top of
mind when deciding to re-elect Rep-
resentative Lance.

With the loss of most of our deduct-
ibility for property and state income
taxes and reduced mortgage deduct-
ibility, a serious real estate slump
may be in the offing. There is no
doubt that our property values will
suffer, it’s only a question of by how
much.

Some estimate that direct transit
would add about $100,000 in value to
a Westfield home. That’s probably
what so-called “tax reform” has cost
us with its tax giveaway to the super-
rich. But the tunnel will not be built if
President Trump and his right-wing
allies in Congress have their way.

While Representative Lance had a

socially liberal platform when first
elected, since then he generally moved
to the right. We need to recognize that
even if he departs from time to time
from the Trump and radical right-
wing agenda, his very existence as a
Republican in Congress helps sup-
port radical right-wing control.

I know that political parties have
less appeal than they ever have had,
and you may think that Lance is a
good man, but whether you are a
Democrat, Independent or Republi-
can, we all need to do what we can to
restore sanity to our federal govern-
ment and protect our community. And
that means Leonard Lance has to go.

Larry Cary
Westfield

Anatomy of
Storm Chaos

Hopefully it is resolved by now and
that everyone is safe. (Monday morn-
ing). I saw the PSE&G and police
trucks on E. Broad by Wychwood on
Saturday afternoon. The storm caused
chaos throughout the area.

The debacle involved a tree down
at 1130 Wychwood Road in Westfield.

It went down around 7:30 Friday
night and is blocking the road, it
knocked out the power; there is no
way In or out, and no power. Its now
2:30 Sunday afternoon and still no
result; The PD have been trying to
help; PSE&G just provides its boiler
plate.

PSE&G crew showed up 3:30 Sun-
day, cleared tree and put up poles, left
lines across road and left around 6:30;
so still no power.

We were finally able to walk out
Monday a.m. and daughter left a car
for us on the street so now we are able
to get out and around.

I want to compliment certain mem-
bers of Westfield and Mountainside
Police Dept. who really kicked into
action when they understood our
plight - particularly Officer Riley, Sgt.
Biernes and Lt. Carter; Also Officer
Norton of Mountainside.

Steve Campo
Westfield

Makers Day Offers Opportunities
To Hone Our Skills and Talents

The things we most hope to nurture in our young
people as they grow are values, life skills and cre-
ativity. We encourage them to explore new activi-
ties, to accept new challenges, to envision new
possibilities and let their imaginations soar. In this
way we seek to inspire them to realize their full
potential and, perhaps, help shape the future in ways
only dreamed of today.

Of course broadening our horizons and honing our
talents benefit us no matter what our age. We’re
never too old to learn something new, and such
knowledge not only boosts our abilities and confi-
dence, but can help us connect with people in brand
new ways.

Several local libraries will help advance these
ideals through their participation this Saturday, March
10, in the fourth annual New Jersey Makers Day
program. A statewide initiative, Makers Day “cel-
ebrates, promotes and introduces maker culture, as
well as the values associated with making, tinkering
and STEM-based learning,” according to a descrip-
tion of the program given by the Mountainside
Public Library. STEM is an acronym for Science,
Technology, Engineering and Math, and sometimes
is expanded as STEAM to encompass “arts.”

Makers Day activities span a broad range of cat-
egories and interests, with offerings for everyone
from young children to adults of any age. The
Mountainside Library will again be a participating
site, along with the public libraries of Westfield,
Scotch Plains, Fanwood and Cranford. They are
among more than 200 locations around New Jersey

where Makers Day events are being held this year.
For information on an individual library’s events,
visit the library’s website.

A collection of craft and STEM activities will be
available Saturday at the Westfield Memorial Li-
brary. The Scotch Plains Public Library, meanwhile,
will hold a two-day Makers Day celebration March
9 and 10. There will be workshops for adults, mul-
tiple youth projects, plus coding programs for all
ages and skill levels and a Family Maker Challenge.
One town over at the Fanwood Memorial Library on
Saturday, Makers Day will feature a jewelry-making
class as well as various other activities designed to
tap participants’ talents and ingenuity.

The Mountainside Library and Cranford Public
Library also will present hands-on activities Sat-
urday, including all-day 3D Printer demonstra-
tions at the Mountainside site and a focus on fiber
arts in Cranford. Additionally, the Cranford Li-
brary will offer a special session, between 6 and 8
p.m. Friday evening, for children with sensory-
processing challenges who find crowd situations
difficult.

We hope families, and especially those with chil-
dren, will take advantage of these opportunities to
explore, create and learn. For youth especially,
Makers Day can be not just educational but an
entertaining alternative to simply sitting stationary
in front of a screen. It also is a way to celebrate our
heritage, since it was “maker culture” that over the
course of more than 200 years helped us to build
ourselves into a strong and self-sufficient nation.

New Jersey Should Not Give
Prison Inmates Right to Vote

A couple of New Jersey state lawmakers held a
press conference last week to announce their pro-
posal to allow jailed felons the opportunity to vote
by absentee ballot. The legislation, S-2100 and A-
3456, would pertain to anyone who has been con-
victed of an indictable offense and who is on parole,
probation or serving a jail sentence. If enacted into
law, New Jersey would join Maine and Vermont as
the only states to allow prisoners to vote. Prisoners
in New Jersey haven’t been able to vote since 1844.

The legislation, introduced by Senators Ron Rice
(D-28th, Newark) and Sandra Cunningham (D-31st,
Jersey City), would allow inmates to vote by mail-in
ballot in the district in which they lived prior to being
jailed. Democrats say their bill would allow 100,000
inmates to cast ballots in New Jersey elections, a
right they lost upon their conviction. Will voter
registration forms be passed around prisons to in-
mates who are not registered?

Supporters of the legislation say a vast number of
New Jersey’s prison population is African-Ameri-
can and that these inmates are disenfranchised by
not being allowed to vote.

Assemblyman Jay Webber (R-26th, Parsippany)
is opposed to allowing criminals serving time to vote
in elections. “Incarcerated criminals – pedophiles,
home-invaders, rapists, thieves — are in prison

precisely because they have broken the laws of
society and shown contempt for our citizens. In
response, society should deprive convicted and in-
carcerated lawbreakers from deciding who writes
the very laws they broke... Permitting criminals to
vote while incarcerated also is patently unfair to
law-abiding citizens.”

Sen. Rice says that, “There is no relationship
between voting and committing crimes.”

If Sens. Rice and Cunningham want to allow
persons on parole or probation to vote we could
support that. However, in our view, currently
incarcerated individuals should not be casting
ballots to select those who serve us in Washing-
ton, D.C., Trenton or at the county, municipal or
school-board level.

But Assemblywoman Shavonda Sumter (D-35th,
Paterson) has called voting a “fundamental hu-
man right” that should not be lost because a
person is in jail.

This seems like a idea just to increase the voting
numbers for Democrats who already have a signifi-
cant advantage over Republicans in the Garden
State. When a person is convicted they lose some of
their rights. We should not be talking about letting
prisoners vote until they have done their time and are
once again productive members of society.

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Horarious – Enduring for only an

hour or two
2. Plouter – To wade in water with a

splashing noise
3. Schelly – A whitefish
4. Halophilous – Salt-loving, as plants

native to salty soils

TEW
1. To hurry or work fussily
2. A cicada
3. The palm of the hand
4. Moist; dewy

LORIOT
1. The golden oriole of Europe
2. A cover or protective coating
3. A kind of railway baggage truck
4. A worthless fellow; tramp

POEPHAGOUS
1. Excessively fond of literature
2. Feeding on decaying organic matter
3. Eating or swallowing gravel or stones
4. Grass eating

POIKILONYMY
1. Condition characterized by mal-

formed and oversized nonnulcleated red
blood corpuscle

2. The mingling of names or terms
from different systems of nomenclature

3. The act or an instance of seizing;
impounding

4. Division into groups of a thousand

"We stand against new taxes that
will force more people to leave our
state. I am pleased that certain Demo-
cratic leaders agree with me and the
Republican caucus." - Assembly Mi-
nority Leader Jon Bramnick

“THEY NEVER
SAW A TAX
THEY DIDN’T

LIKE.”
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