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Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's

Asm. Bramnick Seeks to End
Gerrymandering  In New Jersey

Assembly Minority Leader Jon
Bramnick (R-21st, Westfield) is call-
ing for the end of gerrymandering
saying competition in the political
arena is vital to democracy.

“Making legislative and congres-
sional districts competitive is more
important now than ever in our his-
tory,” Mr. Bramnick said. “The ger-
rymandering of voting districts causes
elected officials to be more extreme,
either far to the political left or the
right, with less chance of compro-
mise. Most Americans are in the
middle of the political spectrum and
gerrymandering of districts is a dis-
service to our democracy.”

Mr. Bramnick has proposed a resolu-
tion (ACR88) ending gerrymandering
and is hopeful that either the courts or
Congress will end the practice. He said
this goal will be incorporated into his
statewide Rally the Reasonable tour.

Aaron Fichtner to Head
Community Colleges Assoc.

The New Jersey Council of County
Colleges has named Aaron Fichtner
of Lawrenceville as its new presi-
dent, njbiz.com has reported.

Mr. Fichtner was previously com-
missioner of the New Jersey Depart-
ment of Labor and Workforce Devel-
opment. He succeeds Lawrence
Nespoli. The council represents New
Jersey’s 19 community colleges.

DiMaio Calls for Probe
Into Firing of Paula White

Assemblyman John DiMaio (R-
23rd, Brigewater) said he wants to
know who really made the decision
on the firing of Paula White as assis-
tant commissioner at the state De-
partment of Education after her
unanimous approval by the state
Board of Education. “It seems to me,
just as it does to everyone else who
has any sense of decency, that Paula
White’s firing was done at the direc-
tion of the NJEA (New Jerey Educa-
tion Assocoation),” Mr. DiMaio said.
“There needs to be an investigation
into what led to his firing when there
was ample time to choose someone
else.”

Governor Phil Murphy has called
reports the NJEA was behind the firing
"ridiculous" saying it was his deci-
sion.

Mullen Found Guilty of
Trespassing at School

Theresa Mullen, Union County’s
presiding family court judge, was

found guilty last week of trespassing
by Middlesex County judge after she
refused to leave the premises of the
St. Theresa’s School in Kenilworth
where her children attended.

Ms. Mullen, who ran for township
council two times as a Democrat prior
to her being nominated by Governor
Chris Christie to the Union County
bench, had sued the school and the
Archdiocese of Newark after her daugh-
ter was prohibited from playing on the
boys’ basketball team when there was
no girls’ team, according to a nj.com
report. She had claimed the school was
retaliating against her family for filing
the lawsuit, according to the report.

St. Theresa’s has cited its policy
requires any parent involved with on-
going civil litigation with the school to
remove their children from the school.

Gabe Bailer Named New
DMC Director in Cranford

Gabe Bailer has been named the
new director of Downtown Manage-
ment Corporation (DMC), according
to published reports. He replaces
Kathleen Miller-Prunty, who retired
after 20 years as director. Mr. Bailer
was most recently project  manager
with Landmark Developers.

Bill to Encourage Charging
Stations Clears Committee

Legislation sponsored by Assem-
blymen James Kennedy (D-22nd,
Rahway) and three other lawmakers
to encourage municipalities to plan
for the development of electric ve-
hicle charging infrastructure at ap-
propriate locations was released
Monday by an Assembly panel.

“Including charging systems in mu-
nicipal land planning not only benefits
the environment and environmentally
conscious consumers, but the economy
as well,” Mr. Kennedy said.

Courtesy of Jim Lowney/County of Union
COUNTY MEANS BUSINESS...Union County Freeholder Chairman Sergio
Granados and Freeholder Bruce H. Bergen welcomed the president and chief
executive officer of JAG Physical Therapy John Gallucci, Jr. as the featured
speaker in a special edition of the Union County Means Business networking
breakfast series titled “Are You –ABLE?” at Kean University in Union. They
were joined by Union County Deputy County Manager Amy Wagner. A medical
practitioner, businessman, speaker and author, Mr. Gallucci is known throughout
the area as a frequent guest on radio and television.

Mayor Smith Launches
Promotion Initiative

DO YOU KNOW SCOTCH PLAINS?...Scotch Plains Mayor Al Smith kicked off his
“Do You Know This Scotch Plains Business?” initiative last week at Snuffy’s Pantagis
Renaissance Restaurant, located on Park Avenue, where he met with Snuffy’s owner
Nick Pantagis. The Mayor also sampled Snuffy’s cheesecake.

SCOTCH PLAINS — Scotch Plains
Mayor Al Smith has announced his
“Do You Know This Scotch Plains
Business?” initiative to promote Scotch
Plains and its businesses. The Mayor
announced he plans to visit each Scotch
Plains business to take pictures and
film short videos of business and prop-
erty owners and feature them on social
media and the township website to
promote Scotch Plains and bring more
people to shop and eat here.

The first stop on Mayor Smith’s
tour of Scotch Plains businesses was
Snuffy’s Pantagis Renaissance Res-
taurant, located at 250 Park Avenue
Scotch Plains. Mayor Smith enjoyed
some of Snuffy’s famous cheesecake
for lunch while visiting.

“Snuffy’s is a landmark in Scotch
Plains, and their cheesecake is excel-
lent,” Mayor Al Smith said.

“I thank the Mayor very much for
coming to Snuffy’s,” said Nick
Pantagis, owner of Snuffy’s. “We’ve
been here for 50 years and people
come from all around to enjoy our
buffet and famous cheesecake. I re-
ally enjoy our customers and the
people of Scotch Plains.”

“Snuffy’s is just one of our many
great businesses in Scotch Plains, and
I look forward to visiting our other
businesses over the coming weeks to
help feature them on our social media
and website,” Mayor Smith said.
“Let’s bring more people to Scotch
Plains to enjoy the many great things
about our town.”

“In conjunction with my redevelop-
ment efforts to grow Scotch Plains and
make it an even better place to live, I
plan to dedicate my time to promote
the businesses, attractions, and orga-
nizations that are open right now in
Scotch Plains,” the Mayor stated. “I
strongly believe that it is essential for
the township government to form pub-
lic-private partnerships with private
businesses and property owners to
grow our town and make our redevel-
opment efforts successful and encour-
age more growth and development.
Everyone must work together to make
our town successful.”
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Most Streets Open Again
After Friday’s Nor’Easter

REGION — Friday’s nor’easter
resulted in many trees falling in
roads and on homes with two per-
sons in Westfield taken to the hospi-
tal after tree limbs struck their ve-
hicles. The storm produced heavy
rain and strong winds throughout
the region with another storm com-
ing in as this newspaper went to
press yesterday.

As of 8 p.m. Sunday there were
about 100 homes without power and
PSE&G predicted that that all would
be restored by Sunday night. At 5 p.m.
on Sunday over 200 homes in town
had no power. A total of 21 streets in
Westfield were closed as of Saturday,
but that number was down to five by
Sunday night. Parts of Clifton Street,
Rahway Avenue, and West Broad Street
remained closed Monday night due to
dangerous conditions.

Westfield’s fire and police re-
sponded to over 340 calls during the
storm, while Department of Public
Works crews worked to clear streets of
debris while PSE&G crews have been
out in the area responding to downed
wires and restoring power to homes.

“We were very fortunate that no indi-
viduals suffered life threatening inju-
ries. Three moving vehicles were struck
by falling branches resulting in two
people being transported to hospitals
with non-life-threatening injuries,”
Mayor Shelley Brindle stated in her
Sunday night update. She noted that
three houses suffered material damage
with one house declared uninhabitable.

Fanwood reported that its fire de-
partment answered 19 calls for ser-

vice over a 10-hour period including
four houses hit by trees, one electrical
fire in a basement, a flooded base-
ment, multiple downed wires and
other hazardous conditions. The bor-
ough also reported scattered power
outages that forced police to deal
with traffic lights that went dark and
other issues.

Cranford police reported that there
are several storm-related incidents
that involvied “isolated power out-
ages throughout the township.”  Po-
lice reported that high winds were
causing damage to trees, poles and
power lines.

Numerous roads were closed in the
area due to downed wires and trees
including Raritan Road in Clark, and
Kenilworth Boulevard between be-
tween Springfield Avenue in Cranford
and the Kenilworth border.

Union County reopened the dog park
at Echo Lake Park on Tuesday morn-
ing after downed trees damaged fenc-
ing surrounding the park causing it to
be closed. Temporary fencing has been
installed where the damage was done.

Rutgers Gets Research
Grant of $184,000

WASHINGTON, D.C. – Congress-
man Frank Pallone, Jr. (D-6th, Long
Branch) has announced a research
grant for Rutgers University totaling
$184,659 from the Department of
Health and Human Services. The grant
will fund research into cancer biology.

Bramnick Saddened
By Harrris Firing

TRENTON -- Assembly Minority
Leader Jon Bramnick (R-21st,
Westfield) said he is disappointed
after learning Bruce Harris had been
fired as general counsel to the New
Jersey Turnpike Authority, a position
he held since 2012.

“Bruce Harris is an outstanding
lawyer with extensive experience and
an excellent record of community
involvement,” Mr. Bramnick said.
“Those qualities should have afforded
him at least an opportunity to be inter-
viewed for the job he performed well
for the last five years.”

Mr. Harris is a graduate of Yale
Law School, and holds degrees from
Amherst College and Boston Univer-
sity Graduate School of Management.


