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Planning Bd. OK’s Final
Site Plan for Casale Prop.

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD — The planning
board last Wednesday unanimously
approved the South Avenue I
(Casale/Petro) redevelopment pre-
liminary site plan and final site plan.

The unanimous decision was ren-
dered after four hearings, including
testimony from Russo
Development’s architect, engineer
and planner. Final testimony was
heard from Russo planner Diogo
Santos with attorney Christopher
Minks.

“The process was a long, but col-
laborative process among all the
stakeholders in Garwood, includ-
ing the planning board, the govern-
ing body, the applicant, respective
professionals and members of the
public. To achieve what we are con-
fident will be a great result,” Mr.
Minks said.

Mr. Minks said the overall project
will redevelop the center of
Garwood and, in doing so, will
eliminate an “environmentally con-
strained abandoned industrial use.”
Mr. Minks said concessions were
made by both the developer and the
borough to achieve the 298 units in
the development, a reduction from
the original proposal of 315 units.

Board member Kathy Villaggio,
noting that work on the redevelop-
ment goes back to 2009, said the
process has been “a long road to
this point.”

“This development will be top
notch. It will be the premier devel-
opment in Union County,” Mrs.
Villaggio said.

Planning Board Chairman
Stephen Greet said the project is
“exciting, with a true benefit to
Garwood overall.”

“I’m glad the site plan approval is

nearly complete with all the nu-
ances ascribed by the planning
board. This project will be an over-
all positive for the borough,” Coun-
cilman and planning board liaison
Joseph Sarno said.

Board member Bill Nierstedt said
he wanted the possible increase in
school children from the develop-
ment to be addressed “officially on
record.”

Mr. Santos said more affordable-
housing units have a higher correla-
tion to more school children. He
said the 30 affordable units are pro-
jected to generate 21 additional
school-aged children. Mr. Minks
said the market rate units are ex-
pected to generate another six
school-aged children for a total of
27 school-aged children in the de-
velopment.

Mr. Minks noted that school-aged
children are in grades kindergarten
through grade 12. Garwood sends
its public-school teenagers to Arthur
L. Johnson High School in Clark.

Mr. Santos said as the develop-
ment is being designed as “a transit-
oriented development” it would not
be attractive for families.

Often developments built around
transit lines have produced less
school-aged children, stated Mr.
Santos, gauging his analysis in ex-
perience with previous Russo
projects and historical case studies.

Mr. Nierstedt said all residents
renting affordable units must have
proof of income and maintain the
income to continue to rent the unit.

Mr. Minks said the applicant has
not decided whether parking will be
included in the monthly rent cost or
whether it would be purchased ad-
ditionally.

“Be careful when charging for

Board of Ed., Parents Hear
Details on School Security

By SARAH McGRAIL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — Parents turned
out in force this week to hear what is
being done to keep their children safe
in the town’s public schools.

School security is a top priority in
Westfield, and the town is “at the top
of the curve” when it comes to imple-
menting security measures, a security
expert told a meeting room packed
with parents at Tuesday’s board of
education meeting.

Errol Brudner, of the security firm
Stone Gate Associates, said, “What
you see in some schools is compla-
cency, but you don’t see that in
Westfield. We are in two or three

hundred schools and Westfield is at
the top of the curve. They have one of
the best communication systems I
have seen.”

Board Secretary Dana Sullivan said
around $6 million had been spent on
improving security in Westfield over
the past few years, including cameras
and security alarms. The glass in both
internal and external doors was being
covered in a special film that would
prevent it from shattering if a bullet
was shot at it so a gunman could not
put his hand through to open the door.

Mr. Brudner said he did not want to
go into all the security changes that
had been made in Westfield because
it would defeat the purpose if the

general public knew what they were.
The security consultant, who has

spoken with responders from Colum-
bine and Virginia Tech and with the
superintendent from Sandy Hook,
Conn., said that locking doors and
delaying a gunman were key to keep-
ing children safe.

“If we observe that bad thing and it
is delayed at our door and it takes the
police two minutes to get here, the
bad thing never gets in our door,” he
said.

Mr. Brudner said that putting three
police officers in a school would pro-
vide three pairs of eyes looking at
things, which would not be enough to
see everything around the school.
However, awareness of what to look
for among teachers and administra-
tors would enable hundreds of eyes to
look at things and was better than
cameras.

“Something as simple as looking
out of the window and seeing some-
body dressed inappropriately for the
weather, concealing their face, carry-
ing something that they shouldn’t be
carrying towards one of our schools,
is enough for a teacher to tell the
principal to lock down the building,”
he said.

“The police are going to be at your
school in less than two minutes, pos-
sibly even less than that,” Mr. Brudner
said.

Situational awareness was impor-
tant, he added, as fire alarms had been
used to lure children outside in at
least two school shootings. A locked
classroom was often the safest place.

Other important methods of pre-
vention involved teachers and stu-
dents sharing information.

Teachers need to observe signs in
children and report small things to the
principal that might be pieces of a
jigsaw puzzle that could be put to-

Kristin McAliney for The Westfield Leader
A MADHOUSE...Union County Democrats check in at the registration table at
last Wednesday’s convention at Gran Centurions in Clark to elect a new commit-
tee chairman.

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader
END GUN VIOLENCE...Protestors of all ages march in front of Congressman Leonard Lance’s (R-7th) office on North
Avenue in Westfield last Wednesday seeking to end gun violence in the nation following the latest mass shooting in Parkland,
Fla.
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Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader
RUNNING FOR CONGRESS...7th Congressional District Democratic candi-
dates Peter Jacob of Union and Linda Weber of Berkeley Heights participated in
a forum last Thurday night at the Cranford Community Center as John Salerno,
chairman of the Cranford Democratic Committee (standing) that sponsored the
event, looks on at right. Also seeking the party’s nomination are Tom Malinowski
of Somerset, Goutam Jois of Summit, and David Pringle of Cranford, all of whom
took part in a similar forum last month. Please see story on page 3.

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader
FIELDS NEEDED...Erik Elfstrum board member for the Lacrosse Club of
Westfield tells the Westfield Town Council on Tuesday night of the importance of
new turf fields for the club.

Delay With Field at Tamaques
Upsets Area Sports Leagues

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — A preliminary
plan for two lighted turf fields pro-
posed at Tamaques Park is to be de-
layed so that the council can review
the entire park system “holistically”
in the town during its master plan
review process, Mayor Shelley
Brindle said Tuesday at the council’s
workshop session. “I’m hoping a bet-
ter solution will emerge,” she said.

“I completely agree we need
fields...I think we can think bigger,”

Mayor Brindle said.
Coaches from the Westfield base-

ball, lacrosse and soccer leagues
spoke at the town council meeting,
asking to not delay building the field.

Erik Elfstrum and Hugh McGuire
of the Lacrosse Club both came out to
ask for a new field, preferably a lit
turf field.

“I have been hearing about this for
four years,” Ray Gargiullo stated.

The new field was to be completed
in 2019, Councilman Mark LoGrippo
said.

The Lacrosse Club currently plays
on the Houlihan/Sid Fay Fields.

The master plan review is expected
to begin this May or June and take
about 12 months to complete, Mayor
Brindle said. Then the council would
prioritize the projects earmarked in
the master plan.

Councilwoman Jo Ann Neylan
voiced her concerns that the building
of the field would end up being put off
three to five years if it gets delayed.
Mayor Brindle said she assumes it
would be delayed a year.

Also, Mayor Brindle said she would
like the public to have input into the
plan for a field. “You need people to
weigh in on what the tradeoffs are,”
Mayor Brindle said.

The mayor said that Recreation
Commission Chairman Gary Fox
agreed with her decision.

Councilman LoGrippo said he had

talked to some members of the recre-
ation commission who were upset
about reading an e-mail from the
mayor regarding the delay.

Councilman Frank Arena asked that
compromise be considered in the short
term.

During her update, Mayor Brindle
called attention to a new code review
subcommittee to assess the permit-
ting and application process to stream-
line the process.

Additionally, a media council has
been introduced made up of people
who live in the community who are in
the media industry and will volunteer
their time to create public service
announcements that showcase the
town. The council recently created a
Dine Out Westfield video, Mayor
Brindle said.

In response to the tragic school
shooting in Parkland, Fla., Mayor
Brindle said she and Town Adminis-
trator James Gildea met with Super-
intendent of Schools Margaret Dolan,
Ed.D., Board of Education President
Gretchan Ohlig and school officials
last week to coordinate enhanced
communication protocols between the
town, schools and police.

“Coordination and collaboration
amongst all entities of the town have
never been more critical than they are
today,” Mayor Brindle said.

Resident Tony LaPorta of North

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8
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Security Issues Dominate
Cranford BOE Meeting

By ROBYN ORR-GIOFFRE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — Concerns were
raised at Monday’s board of educa-
tion meeting in response to the mass
school shooting that took place in
Parkland, Fla., on February 14.

The meeting began with a moment
of silence honoring the 17 lives that
were lost at Marjory Stoneman Dou-
glas High School.

Cranford Police Chief Ryan Greco,
who was present at the meeting, told
the board, “in light of the events that
happened in Parkland, Florida, we
wanted to make it a point to show our
faces at the meeting tonight.”

With two children in the district,
Chief Greco assured his audience, “I
understand the concerns of the par-
ents.”

Detective Sergeant Matthew
Nazzaro was present to speak to the
board members about security proto-
col taking place in the schools. He
said Cranford schools drill with their
local law enforcement when “not a lot
of schools” do that. He further ex-

plained that the schools in the district
must do two drills a month for each
month of the school year; one fire
drill and one security drill.

Security drills consist of two active
shooter drills, two lock-down drills,
two non-fire evacuations and two
bomb threat drills.

“As opposed to being reactive,
we’ve been very proactive,” Detec-
tive Nazzaro assured the board.

“We also just want to engage with
our kids,” Detective Nazzaro told the
board, making clear developing a re-
lationship with the youngest mem-
bers of the Cranford community was
as important as establishing open com-
munication with the parents, teachers
and administrators.

Cranford resident Caren Villarreal,
parent to two children in the district,
stood to address the board in regards
to the security issues being addressed.

Ms. Villarreal told the board the
three floating school resource offic-
ers working in the district, two of
which were present at the meeting,

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8
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Resident Seeks Paving
Of Pittsfield As Aid Jumps

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — A resident of
Pittsfield Street on Monday requested
that the township resurface her street,
noting that the roadway has not been
resurfaced in 40 years.

Barbara Krause of 20 Pittsfield Street
said the two-block-long roadway is a
cut-through street for drivers on their
way to Cranford High School, which
has led to “brutal conditions.” She said
most recently the potholes on the road
have caused a car to lose a tire and a
resident to sprain an ankle. Also, the
roadway experiences drainage prob-
lems and water pools at her driveway
apron and has eroded the surface, caus-
ing her cars to bottom out when exiting
her driveway. The roadway had been
on the list to be repaved last year, but
was shelved, she said, and asked for it
to be included on this year’s road repav-
ing list.

An ordinance that was to be intro-
duced Tuesday night that changes the
fee structure for permits for new devel-
opments was questioned by Commis-
sioner Mary O’Connor. Ms. O’Connor
said the ordinance amendment was not
to affect the fees that residents pay if
they are doing additions or modifying
their property. She said the ordinance
was to only apply to new develop-
ments. The way the ordinance reads is
that if a certificate of occupancy is
needed then the fee applies to anyone,
she said.

“For our residents, I don’t think they
should be hit with that fee,” Ms.
O’Connor said.

The township attorney is to go back
to the township personnel to answer her
questions.

In an engineering update, Deputy
Mayor Ann Dooley said the township
received about 40 percent more than
average in municipal aid grant funding
given out this year. Last year the town-
ship received $190,000, while this year
the township received $470,000, Ms.
Dooley said. The increase is due to the
hike in the state’s gas tax, Ms. Dooley
said.

Monies from the grant will go to-
wards repairing James Street and South
Union Avenue to correct flooding that
occurs there during rainstorms, and re-
paving from Marsh Street to Lexington
Avenue on South Union Avenue, Engi-
neer William Masol said.

The New Jersey Department of En-
vironmental Protection (NJDEP) said
it would not discuss Orchard Brook
improvements until the township com-
pletes the Phase 2B project, Ms. Dooley

said when Ms. O’Connor questioned
the status. Ms. Dooley said the NJDEP
is not in favor of the project because the
net benefit was not positive. “We may
be able to pursue grants in a different
direction,” Ms. Dooley said.

“My concern is...in Trenton it was
progressing, and there was nothing
brought up about the net benefit, then it
was thrown into the mix last year,” Ms.
O’Connor said.

“They were finding it was cheaper to
purchase some of these properties in
the flood hazard area and demolish
them rather than do the project,” Mr.
Masol said.

The dam replacements on the river
and Phase 2B are in the permitting
phase, the engineer said.

Further budgeting reviews of the
clerk’s office, administration office,
health department and finance office
were discussed.

During commissioner comments,
Commissioner Patrick Giblin noted that
the backhoe and excavator parked at
the Swan Cleaners are being used for
gas utility work.

During public comment, resident Rita
LaBrutto again asked about the status
of Community Access in terms of get-
ting credit for their group homes to-
wards the township’s affordable-hous-
ing obligation. Mayor Thomas H.
Hannen, Jr. said there is no update.

The township’s current fair share
housing obligation, according to the
Fair Share Housing Center, is that the
township’s current obligation is 45 units,
its prior round obligation is 148 units,
and its third-round obligation is 805
units.

Ms. LaBrutto has been asking the
township committee and planning board
about the status of gaining credits for
group homes that are not being ac-
counted for in the township’s afford-
able-housing plan since it was adopted
in 2013. She said in a letter to the
planning board in 2013 that there are 37
credits unaccounted for in the plan.

She asked if the township has ever
considered hiring Econsult, a consult-
ing firm that assists municipalities in
reducing their affordable-housing obli-
gations. Summit, she said, had seen a
reduction in its obligation by using this
firm. Ms. LaBrutto also said the New
Jersey League of Municipalities has
contracted with Econsult.

The township’s official meeting was
held Tuesday, where on its agenda it is
to authorize a redevelopment agree-
ment with Birchwood Developers As-
sociates, LLC for the redevelopment of
215-235 Birchwood Avenue.

Westfield Teachers, BOE
Ratify New Contract

WESTFIELD – At its public meet-
ing on Tuesday the Westfield Board
of Education ratified a two-year con-
tract with the Westfield Education
Association (WEA), effective July 1,
2018 through June 30, 2020.  The
contract represents approximately
588 teachers, nurses, librarians, guid-
ance counselors, social workers,
school psychologists, and educational
specialists.

The contract provides a 2.85 per-
cent increase in total salary for each
year of the agreement. This increase is
in line with county and state averages.

Under New Jersey’s Chapter 78,
P.L. 2011, Westfield teachers will
continue to be required to contribute
to their health insurance each year of
the contract and may continue to waive
the school district insurance cover-

age if they have additional sources of
health insurance.

“I want to thank the members of
both negotiating teams for their hard
work and dedication,” said Superin-
tendent Margaret Dolan.

Members of the Westfield negoti-
ating team included chief negotiator
and former Board of Education mem-
ber Christopher Langhart, current
board members Brendan Galligan,
Peggy Oster and Amy Root, Business
Administrator Dana Sullivan, and
Human Resources Specialist Barbara
Ball.

 On the WEA negotiating team were
chief negotiator Scott Rutherford
along with Gail Alston, Dominic
Ceccio, Kim Schumacher, Lori
Swanson, Diana Tessier, and Debbie
Vezos.

DRIVERS WHO SWITCHED FROM:

$446$AVERAGE 
ANNUAL
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SHOPPING FOR CAR INSURANCE?
CALL ME FIRST.
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Geico saved $ 440*on average with Allstate

Progressive saved $ 395* on average with Allstate

State Farm saved $ 431* on average with Allstate
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Annual savings based on information reported nationally by new Allstate auto customers for policies 
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2015 Allstate Insurance Co.
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gether to identify a child who needs
help. He said students should be en-
couraged to share anything that con-
cerned them with a trusted adult, ei-
ther at home or at school, as almost all
the shooters in previous school inci-
dents had posted threats on social
media.

Both Mr. Brudner and Schools
Superintendent Margaret Dolan,
Ed.D., spoke of the importance of
mental health awareness and identi-
fying children who need help.

Mr. Brudner said the Florida school
shooter was “someone who needed
help but didn’t get it.”

Father-of-three Andrew Bauer was
one of several parents who asked
questions at Tuesday’s meeting.

He said he felt “underwhelmed and
a little helpless” following the secu-
rity presentation.

“It sounds like this district has been
proactive in getting out in front of
things, but I feel strongly that the
world is changing faster and that the
district needs to change faster. I didn’t
walk away from that presentation feel-
ing the sense of urgency I feel every
day. I don’t want to present myself as
an expert here. I want to present my-
self as somebody who feels a tremen-
dous sense of urgency, that there is no
more important topic in the entire
world and I just want to know that
there are fresh eyes and fresh re-
sources and fresh effort coming to
this each and every day,” he said. “I
didn’t feel that.”

Superintendent Dolan responded,
“I certainly understand wanting to fix
and change and find that solution. Do
I understand the urgency you’re talk-
ing about? I truly do. Am I sorry the
world is changing like this? Very.
Very sorry for the children in particu-
lar. But we truly do take it seriously.
We are not complacent. We haven’t
been. We never forgot. I can’t forget.
Neither can my administrators and
teachers. It is our life right now. And
I do understand the urgency and that
parents are sending us their children.
I do understand that.”

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Security

Kristin McAliney for The Westfield Leader
WAITING TO GET INTO THE HALL...Democrats wait on line to enter last
Wednesday’s Union County Democratic Committee convention at Gran Centuri-
ons in Clark where over 750 commitee members elected a new chairman.

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader
ACT NOW...Protestors lined the sidewalk in front of Congressman Leonard
Lance’s (R-7th) office on North Avenue in Westfield last Wednesday seeking to
end gun violence following the latest mass shooting in Lakeland, Fla.
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Field Projects Delayed
Chestnut Street asked the mayor and
council to pass a resolution that would
be sent to U.S. Senators Bob
Menendez and Cory Booker (both D-
NJ) and Congressman Leonard Lance
(R-7th, Westfield) to support ban-
ning semiautomatic weapons. He said
the AR-15 is a weapon of war devel-
oped for the Vietnam War, and can be
turned into an automatic weapon with
a bump stock.

During council comments, Coun-
cilman Michael Dardia discussed a
recent Public Safety, Transportation,
and Parking Committee meeting. Lot
7 improvements were looked at and
Lenox Avenue between Central Av-
enue and North Avenue is to be closed
off to expand the parking lot, adding
19 spaces there. Lot 7 also will have
better lighting, pedestrian safety
measures and a beautification of the
lot.

Valet parking in Lot 8 was dis-
cussed, as was hiring a private con-
tractor to clear the sidewalks down-
town, Mr. Dardia said. Lighted cross-
walks at the intersections of South
Avenue and Boulevard, North Av-
enue and Tuttle Parkway, and a pe-
destrian crossing by Westfield Me-
morial Pool were recommended by
Police Chief David Wayman, Mr.
Dardia said.

The Green Team is recommending
to add battery recycling depositories
in town. The goal is to begin having
depositories in Town Hall and the
Conservation Center, and then ex-
pand to the schools and the library,
and maybe other areas as well, said
Linzy Rosen, a member of the Green
Team. Councilman David Contract
said the program would cost about
$2,000 a year.

Councilwoman Neylan had con-
cerns with the expense and asked if
there are other methods to dispose of
the batteries that would not cost the
taxpayers. Residents Neal Snitow and
Debby Burslem made suggestions to
bypass paying the recycling fee such
as taking the batteries to Union County
recycling events, contacting local auto
parts suppliers who recycle batteries,
or inquiring with the town’s recycling
hauler.

Mr. Contract said Call 2 Recycle is
the largest battery recycler in the coun-
try and is a turn-key operation.

The council voted to submit two
grants for Sustainable Jersey fund-
ing. One submission was for $20,000
that would aid in offsetting costs to
prepare a vision for the town, and
another was for $2,000 for the battery
recycling program.

Mr. Gildea said the town received

$63,000 in municipal aid funding for
resurfacing two sections of Grove
Street, which would cover the major-
ity of the cost of that project.

The revaluation of town properties
continues and inspections are to con-
tinue through September, Mr. Gildea
said. Home inspections should take
about 10 minutes, he said.

were “not enough” and suggested hir-
ing officers from a privately-funded
organization such as the National
Association of School Resource Of-
ficers (NASRO).

“It would be a huge deterrent just to
have officers housed in our schools,”
Ms. Villarreal told the board.

“There are lapses all the time,” Ms.
Villarreal further commented, observ-
ing the ease with which she gained
entry to Lincoln Elementary School
to attend the board meeting.

Superintendent Scott Rubin, Ed.D.,
responded to these concerns, telling
Ms. Villarreal, “we’re having these
conversations all the time about how
we can enhance our operation,” and
said the first step was to meet and
have a discussion about those spe-
cific concerns held by Ms. Villarreal
and then go from there.

Chief Greco echoed Superinten-
dent Rubin’s comments, saying,
“We’re listening... we hear you, we’ll
work together, we’ll investigate dif-
ferent options, we’re open to any-
thing.”

In other board business, Linda
Miklencic gave the board a presenta-
tion about Relay for Life, a cancer
fundraiser taking place in Cranford
on Friday and Saturday, May 18 and
19.

Ms. Miklencic, along with co-pre-
senters Paul Kelton and Frank Vito,
told board members the fundraiser
would go all night, from 5 p.m. to 5
a.m., and would involve doing relays
on the track in the back of Orange
Avenue School.

Mr. Kelton, who lost his wife to
cancer, told board members that
money collected goes to help fund
programs like The Road to Recovery,
The Hope Lodge and the Look Good,
Feel Better program, among others.

Kristin Szawan was hired as direc-
tor of student services, effective on or
about Tuesday, May 1.

The next board meeting is sched-
uled for Monday, March 19, at 7:30
p.m.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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Council OKs Bond Ord.
To Stabilize Rec. Building

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD — Mayor Charles
Lombardo honored the Mustangs
Works of Heart Club members at
Tuesday’s borough council meeting
for their commitment to the borough
and senior residents.

Club members are Lincoln School
third, fourth and fifth graders. The
club meets once a week, working on
arts and crafts projects to benefit com-
munity members, Mayor Lombardo
said. Carol DelConte is the club’s
advisor.

The mayor said during Christmas
club members designed yarn orna-
ments and light-up Rudolph the Red
Nosed Reindeer crafts. The young-
sters also have made valentine cards
and other crafts for borough senior
citizens.

Mayor Lombardo said the students
also designed Valentine’s Day paint-
ings for Lincoln School staff.

“By creating these crafts, the stu-
dents are learning how rewarding it is
to open your heart to others and put a
smile on someone’s face,” said Mayor
Lombardo before presenting each
member with an achievement certifi-
cate.

Councilman Marc Lazarow said
the borough will “officially own the
batting cages” to assist the Garwood
Baseball League. The batting cages
are proposed for the recreation com-
plex, Mr. Lazarow said. The owner-
ship is to ensure the cages are insured
in injury-liability scenarios.

Mr. Lazarow said the baseball
league does not have enough funding
to pay insurance premiums. How-
ever, he said the league has commit-
ted to pay for the cost and implemen-
tation of the cages.

“Let’s make sure they bring in a
pitcher guard. I’m fine with it. Let’s
go,” Councilman Joseph Sarno said.

Councilman Richard McCormack
said safety signs enforcing helmets or
proper behavior within the cages are
a must.

A $50,000 bond ordinance was
unanimously introduced on first read-
ing to authorize the structural stabili-
zation project at the Michael R.
Crincoli Recreation Building. Mr.
Lazarow said the ordinance was dis-
cussed at the last council meeting as

the next step to repairing structural
damage to a recreation complex build-
ing that has been closed for a year. The
second reading will be at the council’s
Tuesday, March 13 meeting.

A resolution approving $131,000
to purchase playground equipment,
site furnishings, including installa-
tion and related services, was ap-
proved. The purchase will assist with
the Hartman Park revitalization. Mr.
Sarno, Mr. McCormack and Council-
woman Ileen Cuccaro voted no to the
resolution’s approval, with Mayor
Lombardo casting the deciding vote
to approve the resolution.

Mayor Lombardo said pre-regis-
tration has started for Garwood’s an-
nual Town Wide Yard Sale. The sale
will be held on Saturday and Sunday,
June 9 and June 10, from 9 a.m. to 4
p.m. No permits or fees are required,
but participants must pre-register to
avoid paying permit charges.

Mayor Lombardo approved Arlene
Yanogacio’s appointment to the rec-
reation commission and Krystal
Zawoysky’s appointment to the cel-
ebrations commission.

The Garwood Easter Egg Hunt will
take place on Saturday, March 17, at
noon. The rain date will be Saturday,
March 24, Ms. Cuccaro stated.

The borough will continue using
“two iconic and significant symbols
to celebrate the holiday season, the
Christmas Tree and a Menorah,”
stated Mayor Lombardo.

“Nationally, these are the two most
frequently (used) symbols to celebrate
Christmas and Hanukkah. Often they
are considered secular symbols more
than religious symbols,” Mayor
Lombardo said.

Mayor Lombardo said, “our
country’s highest court” has provided
guidelines to municipalities for pub-
lic decorations and observances.

Proclamations also were approved
designating March as American Red
Cross Month as well as Youth Art
Month.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Casale
parking privileges because residents
may start using the streets instead
of paying a fee,” Mr. Nierstedt said.

Board member Michael Vena said
consumers tend to park the closest
they can to where they are going
especially during inclement
whether. He said they could per-
haps pay a fee so they could park in
a garage just feet from their build-
ing.

Board member Paul Tarantino
said the borough does not want hun-
dreds of cars parking in residential
neighborhoods.

Mr. Minks said the developer pro-
posed a “smart technology parking
system” and a valet service. He as-
sured the board that the developer
does not want an undesirable park-
ing outcome for borough residents
or South Avenue renters.

The decision on parking will be
reviewed by the developer and the
borough before being finalized.

The applicant received board ap-
proval for a six-inch deviation in
each resident parking space. Mr.
Minks said each parking space
would be between eight-and-a-half
and nine feet in width versus nine
feet in width. He said all retail park-
ing spaces will remain nine feet in
width.

Mr. Minks said the deviation in
the width of parking spaces will not
create any public detriment. He said
the parking garage will be outfitted
with an advanced parking system
and a valet service will be provided
if the retail spaces are occupied by
a restaurant.

The applicant was granted a de-
viation to develop 21 two-bedroom
units and nine single-bedroom units
with less living space square foot-
age. Mr. Santos said each unit will
have attached balconies.

Mr. Santos said the balconies are
more aesthetically fitting to the “de-
sired downtown experience” the
borough and the developer want to
achieve.

Mr. Minks said the balconies were
designed to render a “desirable end
product” to enhance the streetscape.

Resident Bruce Paterson said if
he could dictate a total unit number
the number would be closer to 250
units instead of the approved 298
units.

Council to Consider Ords.
On Parking and Fire Code

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS — The town-
ship council later this month will take
action on several ordinances relating to
parking in the downtown business dis-
trict and on a street near Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School.

One ordinance will prohibit parking
on the west side of Church Avenue from
its intersection with Portland Avenue
for 250 feet in a southerly direction.
New parking rules will be put into place
under another proposed ordinance that
will limit parking to two hours on Park
Avenue between Mountain Avenue and
Portland Avenue on weekdays. Similar
parking limits will be implemented on
both sides of Bartle Avenue between
Park Avenue and Forest Road and on
both sides of Westfield Avenue be-
tween Park Avenue and Forest Road.
Currently, parking is limited to one
hour on these downtown streets.

Several other ordinances also were
introduced at last week’s council
meeting, including one that rewrites
the existing township fire prevention
code with updated rules and regula-
tions, including creating a bureau of
fire prevention reporting to the fire
chief and responsible for enforcing
fire codes and other related regula-
tions; mandating Knox Box-type key
boxes outside of all commercial prop-
erties and residential dwellings of
more than three units so that fire
department personnel can enter in the
event of an after-hours emergency;
and setting out criteria for when and
where outdoor fires are permitted such

as in chiminea, outdoor fireplaces,
and the like.

Another ordinance would create a
list for the police and fire departments
and rescue squad of township residents
who would be in need of special assis-
tance in case of an emergency such as a
mandatory evacuation. A new state law
allows for the creation of such a local
registry, and township residents will
receive registration information with
their property-tax bills.

All the ordinances will be subject to
public hearings prior to the council’s
vote at its Tuesday, March 20 meeting.

Also at the council’s March 20 meet-
ing, the $25.4-million township budget
and the $2-million capital budget will
be introduced. Township Manager Al
Mirabella last week said the operating
budget will include no increase in ap-
propriations and that the municipal tax
rate will remain at the same level as last
year, the third year in the past four years
that the tax rate will not increase. A
public hearing and a vote on the two
budgets will be held in April.

At its meeting last week, the council
also gave its annual approval to the
Darby Road restaurant on Park Avenue
to hold its St. Patrick’s Day weekend
celebration in conjunction with the
Police Athletic League. Joseph
Mortarulo, an owner of Darby Road,
presented the council with plans for the
three-day event, which will get under-
way on Friday, March 16 and run
through that weekend. He said the fes-
tival will run from 6 p.m. to 1 a.m. on
Friday, noon to 1 a.m. on Saturday and
noon to 8 p.m. on Sunday.
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Council to Consider Ordinances
On Parking and Fire Code

Rec. Panel In Talks Re.
Operation of Scotch Hills

Planning Board Discusses
LED Sign Ord. Specifics

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The town-
ship council later this month will take
action on several ordinances relating
to parking in the downtown business
district and on a street near Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School.

One ordinance will prohibit parking
on the west side of Church Avenue
from its intersection with Portland
Avenue for 250 feet in a southerly
direction. New parking rules will be
put into place under another proposed
ordinance that will limit parking to
two hours on Park Avenue between

Mountain Avenue and Portland Av-
enue on weekdays. Similar parking
limits will be implemented on both
sides of Bartle Avenue between Park
Avenue and Forest Road and on both
sides of Westfield Avenue between
Park Avenue and Forest Road. Cur-
rently, parking is limited to one hour
on these downtown streets.

Several other ordinances also were
introduced at last week’s council
meeting, including one that rewrites
the existing township fire prevention
code with updated rules and regula-
tions, including creating a bureau of
fire prevention reporting to the fire

chief and responsible for enforcing
fire codes and other related regula-
tions; mandating Knox Box-type key
boxes outside of all commercial prop-
erties and residential dwellings of
more than three units so that fire
department personnel can enter in the
event of an after-hours emergency;
and setting out criteria for when and
where outdoor fires are permitted such
as in chiminea, outdoor fireplaces,
and the like.

Another ordinance would create a
list for the police and fire depart-
ments and rescue squad of township
residents who would be in need of
special assistance in case of an emer-
gency such as a mandatory evacua-
tion. A new state law allows for the
creation of such a local registry, and
township residents will receive regis-
tration information with their prop-
erty-tax bills.

All the ordinances will be subject to
public hearings prior to the council’s
vote at its Tuesday, March 20 meeting.

Also at the council’s March 20
meeting, the $25.4-million township
budget and the $2-million capital
budget will be introduced. Township
Manager Al Mirabella last week said
the operating budget will include no
increase in appropriations and that
the municipal tax rate will remain at
the same level as last year, the third
year in the past four years that the tax
rate will not increase. A public hear-
ing and a vote on the two budgets will
be held in April.

At its meeting last week, the coun-
cil also gave its annual approval to
the Darby Road restaurant on Park
Avenue to hold its St. Patrick’s Day
weekend celebration in conjunction
with the Police Athletic League. Jo-
seph Mortarulo, an owner of Darby
Road, presented the council with plans
for the three-day event, which will get
underway on Friday, March 16 and
run through that weekend. He said the
festival will run from 6 p.m. to 1 a.m.
on Friday, noon to 1 a.m. on Saturday
and noon to 8 p.m. on Sunday. There
will be live music that will stop at
5:30 p.m. with a deejay playing music
afterwards.

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The plan-
ning board will continue to make ad-
justments to a proposed ordinance
regulating LED signs in front of busi-
nesses, schools and other establish-
ments before sending it to the town-
ship council for consideration.

Last week the council approved a
sign ordinance that sets out what is
and is not permissible in the down-
town business district as well as else-
where, but the ordinance did not in-
clude any language regarding LED
signs. At its meeting on Monday night,
the planning board discussed various
options for dealing with LED signs.

Township Zoning Officer Robert
LaCosta, noting that many schools
and churches and organizations like
the JCC and YMCA are located in
residential areas, said there was con-
cern about LED signs possibly being
“disruptive” to the neighborhoods.
He proposed that board members
drive around neighboring towns and
look at existing LED signs to see
where they are located and how
brightly lit they are, especially at night.
Mr. LaCosta also said that attention
has to be paid to speed limits on
streets where LED signs are located
and whether they are “readable at a
safe speed at a safe distance.”

Speaking about the issue of how
brightly lit an LED sign could be
permitted to be, Planning Board At-
torney Robert Pansulla warned the
board that “if you’re going to enforce
illumination, you need to be able to

measure it.”
One option the board was recep-

tive to was to break the LED sign
ordinance into two parts, one pertain-
ing to signs in business zones such as
the downtown business district and,
especially, Route 22, and another
addressing LED signs in residential
neighborhoods. For the most part,
LED signs would be problematic to
put in place in the downtown due to
the requirement that they be set back
from the property line at least 10 feet;
most businesses themselves are set
back by that distance, rendering it
impossible to put a sign in front.

On Monday, March 12, the plan-
ning board will hold a public hear-
ing on a planner’s report that evalu-
ated 63 individual properties in the
downtown business district to see
which could possibly qualify for
redevelopment. Using a variety of
criteria, planner Michael Mistretta’s
evaluation of the 63 properties found
that 45 of them — about 16 acres of
the 19.2 acres in total — qualified
as being potentially designated as
an Area in Need of Redevelopment.
Such a designation would give the
municipal government much greater
control over redevelopment of those
properties in terms of size, design
and type of building.

Following that hearing, the board
will then make a recommendation
to the township council, which will
evaluate the report and, if approved,
start the process of soliciting for-
mal proposals from interested de-
velopers.

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – The recreation
commission went into executive ses-
sion Monday night to discuss contract
negotiations regarding the Scotch Hills
Country Club (SHCC) operational
management. Recreation Commission
Chairman Michael Walsh said the ne-
gotiations do not include a sale nor has
a sale “ever been discussed” of the
township’s nine-hole golf course. How-
ever, the negotiations remain confiden-
tial at this point in time, Mr. Walsh said.

“We (recreation department and com-
mission) are not in the golf course busi-
ness. We are trying to enhance the golf
experience in a cost-effective manner,”
Mr. Walsh said.

Recreation Commission Vice-Chair-
man Alfonse Akins said a substantial
amount of money was just invested to
revitalize the clubhouse. Mr. Walsh said
Mr. Akins had a significant point, men-
tioning why it would make no sense to
sell the facility.

Mr. Walsh said golf course manage-
ment entails marketing and many other
operational facets, to help provide the
best golfing experience for residents

and patrons.
In other business, the Summer Camp

and Small Fry Registration were “ex-
ecuted successfully” with 324 enroll-
ees and 24 children still on the waitlist,
stated Parks and Recreation Assistant
Director Julie Buonaguro. A total of
274 enrollees are Scotch Plains resi-
dents, 46 enrollees are Fanwood resi-
dents, and four are from outside Scotch
Plains and Fanwood, Ms. Buonaguro
said.

Ms. Buonaguro said the department
is projecting room for a maximum of
350 total campers. Everyone waitlisted
should be able to enroll in camp.

“We did a really great job managing
enrollment (for the summer camp),”
Mr. Akins said.

Mr. Walsh said the process went as
“smooth as it possibly could,” adding
that he was happy that no “Fanwood
kids got left out.”

“You guys executed it perfectly,”
said Mr. Walsh in addressing Parks and
Recreation Director DJ Salvante and
Ms. Buonaguro.

Ms. Buonaguro said planning spe-
cial off-site trips for campers, and train-

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
REMEMBERING PAT DINIZIO...It was an afternoon for music and memories
on Sunday at Crossroads in Garwood when local musicians played at a fundraiser
in memory of Scotch Plains rock-and-roll star Pat DiNizio, who died in December.

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
REOPENING OF CLUBHOUSE...Mayor Alexander Smith, second from right, joins others at last Friday's reopening of the
Shady Rest clubhouse at Scotch Hills Country Club, where interior and exterior renovations were completed at the historic
facility.  Joining the mayor and dozens of others were, from left to right, David Bierman of the Historical Society of Scotch
Plains and Fanwood, Sylvia Hicks and Thurman and Ruby Simmons, who were instrumental in the building's renovation,
Township Manager Al Mirabella, in back, Councilwoman Rose Checchio and Councilman Ted Spera.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
CRANFORD DELEGATION...Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr, left, meets with
members of the Cranford delegation, Committeeman Patrick Giblin, Ann
McDonald and Julie Ferrell,  prior to the start of the Union County Democratic
Committee convention last Wednesday at Gran Centurions in Clark to elect a new
county committee chairman. Senator Nick Scutari (D-22nd, Linden) was chosen
over Mayor Mahr in the election, 412 to 341.

Susan M. Dougherty for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
END GUN VIOLENCE...Protestors of all ages march in front of Congressman
Leonard Lance’s (R-7th) office on North Avenue in Westfield last Wednesday
seeking to end gun violence in the nation following the latest mass shooting in
Parkland, Fla.
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Scotch Plains-Fanwood BOE Hears
Tentative Budget Presentation

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – A tentative
budget presentation was given by
Board Secretary and Business Ad-
ministrator Deborah Saridaki at the
beginning of the Scotch Plains-Fan-
wood Board of Education meeting
held last Thursday evening.

During her presentation, Ms.
Saridaki noted that the final numbers
from the state would not come into
the districts until Tuesday, March 13,
and therefore a final presentation of
the budget with secure numbers will
not be given until the board’s Mon-
day, March 19 meeting.

According to Ms. Saridaki, student

enrollment has remained consistent
over the past six years. She said that
the number for this year has increased
by one student.

She noted that 95 percent of the
budget comes from local taxes, with
3.2 percent of the budget being gen-
erated by state aid. The 2017-2018
local tax levy was reported as
$86,626,357 with a 2.66 percent in-
crease to $88,933,596 for the upcom-
ing school year.

Ms. Saridaki stated that the operat-
ing budget was noted to have a total
salary increase from $51,531,254 last
year to $54,362,571 for the upcom-
ing school year. In addition, Ms.
Saridaki stated that employee ben-
efits have increased from $19,030,432
to 19,873,146, which translates into
an increase of 4.43 percent. She re-
ported that the facilities maintenance
line has decreased from $3,018,544
to $2,879,614 and that the transporta-
tion line also is down from last year.
She said that transportation are down
5.5 percent from $3,458,223 to
$3,266,661.

Additionally, Ms. Saridaki noted
that the capital expenditures were
down by 1.47 percent, from $850,426
to $837,926.

Also, it was noted that out-of-dis-

trict placements were estimated as
decreasing from $7,799,132 to
$7,239,759 as well as the other ex-
penses line going from $5,467,510 to
$5,066,109.

Ms. Saridaki said other expenses
included classroom supplies, office
supplies, nursing supplies, teacher
workshops and trainings, classroom
furniture and testing supplies, as well
as other line items.

She noted that this year the total
operating budget was estimated at
$93,525,786, which is a 2.6-percent
increase from last year’s budget of
$93,525,789. Ms. Saridaki said 77
percent of the budget was made up of
benefits and salaries.

It was announced that the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School’s Rep-
ertory Theatre will present Once
Upon A Mattress on March 9, 10, 15,
16 and 17, at 7:30 p.m., with a mati-
nee on Sunday, March 11, at 2 p.m.
Tickets can be purchased online.

The next Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Board of Education meeting will be
held on March 19, at 7:30 p.m., in
the Administration Building at Ce-
dar Street and Evergreen Avenue in
Scotch Plains. There will be an up-
date on the 2018-2019 proposed
school budget.
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Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
HISTORIC MEMORABILIA...Residents gather to examine memorabilia hon-
oring John Shippen, the nation's first African-American golf pro, at last
Friday's reopening of the Shady Rest clubhouse at Scotch Hills Country Club in
Scotch Plains.

Field Delay at Tamaques
Upsets Area Sports Leagues

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD — A preliminary plan
for two lighted turf fields proposed at
Tamaques Park is to be delayed so that
the council can review the entire park
system “holistically” in the town during
its master plan review process, Mayor
Shelley Brindle said Tuesday at the
council’s workshop session. “I’m hop-
ing a better solution will emerge,” she
said.

“I completely agree we need fields...I
think we can think bigger,” Mayor
Brindle said.

Coaches from the Westfield baseball,
lacrosse and soccer leagues spoke at the
town council meeting, asking to not
delay building the field.

Erik Elfstrum and Hugh McGuire of
the Lacrosse Club both came out to ask
for a new field, preferably a lit turf field.

“I have been hearing about this for
four years,” Ray Gargiullo stated.

The new field was to be completed in
2019, Councilman Mark LoGrippo said.

The Lacrosse Club currently plays on
the Houlihan/Sid Fay Fields.

The master plan review is expected to
begin this May or June and take about 12
months to complete, Mayor Brindle said.
Then the council would prioritize the
projects earmarked in the master plan.

Councilwoman Jo Ann Neylan voiced
her concerns that the building of the field
would end up being put off three to five
years if it gets delayed. Mayor Brindle
said she assumes it would be delayed a
year.

Also, Mayor Brindle said she would
like the public to have input into the plan
for a field. “You need people to weigh in
on what the tradeoffs are,” Mayor Brindle
said.

The mayor said that Recreation
Commission Chairman Gary Fox
agreed with her decision.

Councilman LoGrippo said he had
talked to some members of the recre-
ation commission who were upset
about reading an e-mail from the mayor
regarding the delay.

Councilman Frank Arena asked that
compromise be considered in the short
term.

During her update, Mayor Brindle

called attention to a new code review
subcommittee to assess the permitting
and application process to streamline
the process.

Additionally, a media council has been
introduced made up of people who live
in the community who are in the media
industry and will volunteer their time to
create public service announcements that
showcase the town. The council recently
created a Dine Out Westfield video,
Mayor Brindle said.

In response to the tragic school
shooting in Parkland, Fla., Mayor
Brindle said she and Town Adminis-
trator James Gildea met with Superin-
tendent of Schools Margaret Dolan,
Ed.D., Board of Education President
Gretchan Ohlig and school officials
last week to coordinate enhanced com-
munication protocols between the
town, schools and police.

“Coordination and collaboration
amongst all entities of the town have
never been more critical than they are
today,” Mayor Brindle said.

Resident Tony LaPorta of North Chest-
nut Street asked the mayor and council to
pass a resolution that would be sent to
U.S. Senators Bob Menendez and Cory
Booker (both D-NJ) and Congressman
Leonard Lance (R-7th, Westfield) to
support banning semiautomatic weap-
ons. He said the AR-15 is a weapon of
war developed for the Vietnam War, and
can be turned into an automatic weapon
with a bump stock.

During council comments, Council-
man Michael Dardia discussed a recent
Public Safety, Transportation, and Park-
ing Committee meeting. Lot 7 improve-
ments were looked at and Lenox Av-
enue between Central Avenue and North
Avenue is to be closed off to expand the
parking lot, adding 19 spaces there. Lot
7 also will have better lighting, pedes-
trian safety measures and a beautifica-
tion of the lot.

Valet parking in Lot 8 was discussed,
as was hiring a private contractor to
clear the sidewalks downtown, Mr.
Dardia said. Lighted crosswalks at the
intersections of South Avenue and Bou-
levard, North Avenue and Tuttle Park-
way, and a pedestrian crossing by
Westfield Memorial Pool were recom-
mended by Police Chief David
Wayman, Mr. Dardia said.

The Green Team is recommending
to add battery recycling depositories in
town. The goal is to begin having de-
positories in Town Hall and the Conser-
vation Center, and then expand to the
schools and the library, and maybe other
areas as well, said Linzy Rosen, a mem-
ber of the Green Team. Councilman
David Contract said the program would
cost about $2,000 a year.

Councilwoman Neylan had con-
cerns with the expense and asked if
there are other methods to dispose of
the batteries that would not cost the
taxpayers. Residents Neal Snitow and
Debby Burslem made suggestions to
bypass paying the recycling fee such
as taking the batteries to Union County
recycling events, contacting local auto
parts suppliers who recycle batteries,
or inquiring with the town’s recycling
hauler.

Mr. Contract said Call 2 Recycle is
the largest battery recycler in the coun-
try and is a turn-key operation.

The council voted to submit two
grants for Sustainable Jersey funding.
One submission was for $20,000 that
would aid in offsetting costs to prepare
a vision for the town, and another was
for $2,000 for the battery recycling
program.

Mr. Gildea said the town received
$63,000 in municipal aid funding for
resurfacing two sections of Grove Street,
which would cover the majority of the
cost of that project.

The revaluation of town properties
continues and inspections are to con-
tinue through September, Mr. Gildea
said. Home inspections should take
about 10 minutes, he said.

Kristin McAliney for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
WAITING TO GET INTO THE HALL...Democrats wait on line to enter last
Wednesday’s Union County Democratic Committee convention at Gran Centuri-
ons in Clark, where over 750 commitee members elected a new chairman.

Planning Bd. OK’s Final
Site Plan for Casale Prop.

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

GARWOOD — The planning
board last Wednesday unanimously
approved the South Avenue I (Casale/
Petro) redevelopment preliminary site
plan and final site plan.

The unanimous decision was ren-
dered after four hearings, including
testimony from Russo Development’s
architect, engineer and planner. Final
testimony was heard from Russo plan-
ner Diogo Santos with attorney Chris-
topher Minks.

“The process was a long, but col-
laborative process among all the
stakeholders in Garwood, including
the planning board, the governing
body, the applicant, respective pro-
fessionals and members of the public.
To achieve what we are confident will
be a great result,” Mr. Minks said.

Mr. Minks said the overall project
will redevelop the center of Garwood
and, in doing so, will eliminate an
“environmentally constrained aban-
doned industrial use.” Mr. Minks said
concessions were made by both the
developer and the borough to achieve
the 298 units in the development, a
reduction from the original proposal
of 315 units.

Board member Kathy Villaggio,
noting that work on the redevelop-
ment goes back to 2009, said the
process has been “a long road to this
point.”

“This development will be top
notch. It will be the premier develop-
ment in Union County,” Mrs.
Villaggio said.

Planning Board Chairman Stephen
Greet said the project is “exciting,
with a true benefit to Garwood over-
all.”

“I’m glad the site plan approval is
nearly complete with all the nuances
ascribed by the planning board. This
project will be an overall positive for
the borough,” Councilman and plan-
ning board liaison Joseph Sarno said.

Board member Bill Nierstedt said
he wanted the possible increase in
school children from the develop-
ment to be addressed “officially on
record.”

Mr. Santos said more affordable-
housing units have a higher correla-
tion to more school children. He said
the 30 affordable units are projected
to generate 21 additional school-aged
children. Mr. Minks said the market
rate units are expected to generate
another six school-aged children for
a total of 27 school-aged children in
the development.

Mr. Minks noted that school-aged
children are in grades kindergarten
through grade 12. Garwood sends its
public-school teenagers to Arthur L.
Johnson High School in Clark.

Mr. Santos said as the development
is being designed as “a transit-ori-
ented development” it would not be
attractive for families.

Often developments built around
transit lines have produced less
school-aged children, stated Mr.
Santos, gauging his analysis in expe-
rience with previous Russo projects
and historical case studies.

Mr. Nierstedt said all residents rent-
ing affordable units must have proof
of income and maintain the income to
continue to rent the unit.

Mr. Minks said the applicant has
not decided whether parking will be
included in the monthly rent cost or
whether it would be purchased addi-
tionally.

“Be careful when charging for park-
ing privileges because residents may
start using the streets instead of pay-
ing a fee,” Mr. Nierstedt said.

Board member Michael Vena said
consumers tend to park the closest
they can to where they are going
especially during inclement whether.
He said they could perhaps pay a fee
so they could park in a garage just feet
from their building.

Board member Paul Tarantino said
the borough does not want hundreds
of cars parking in residential neigh-
borhoods.

Mr. Minks said the developer pro-
posed a “smart technology parking
system” and a valet service. He as-
sured the board that the developer
does not want an undesirable parking
outcome for borough residents or
South Avenue renters.

The decision on parking will be
reviewed by the developer and the
borough before being finalized.

The applicant received board ap-
proval for a six-inch deviation in each
resident parking space. Mr. Minks
said each parking space would be
between eight-and-a-half and nine feet
in width versus nine feet in width. He
said all retail parking spaces will re-
main nine feet in width.

Mr. Minks said the deviation in the
width of parking spaces will not cre-
ate any public detriment. He said the
parking garage will be outfitted with
an advanced parking system and a
valet service will be provided if the
retail spaces are occupied by a restau-
rant.

The applicant was granted a devia-
tion to develop 21 two-bedroom units
and nine single-bedroom units with
less living space square footage. Mr.
Santos said each unit will have at-
tached balconies.

Mr. Santos said the balconies are
more aesthetically fitting to the “de-
sired downtown experience” the bor-
ough and the developer want to
achieve.

Mr. Minks said the balconies were
designed to render a “desirable end
product” to enhance the streetscape.

Resident Bruce Paterson said if
he could dictate a total unit number
the number would be closer to 250
units instead of the approved 298
units.

Rec. Commission Reviews
Forest Rd. Park Master Plan

By LAUREN A. SILVA
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — There was much
discussion about the Forest Road
Park master plan at Tuesday night’s
Fanwood Recreation Commission
meeting. Recreation Director Bob
Budiansky spoke at length about
the status of the project and the next
steps for the plan.

“For the past several months we
were waiting to hear from the [bor-
ough] council to make a decision to
use CME Associates contractors.
The council recently gave their ap-
proval to go with CME,” Mr.
Budiansky said.

Mr. Budiansky mentioned that the
recreation commission has over
$600,000 in various grant money to
put toward the Forest Road Park
master plan. As part of phase 1 of
the master plan, the borough hopes
to remove the existing tennis courts,
install an irrigation system through-
out the park, add a gazebo with
three access paths, put in two hand-
ball courts, add a new basketball
court with a retaining wall and im-
prove the landscaping.

Mr. Budiansky provided commis-
sion members with a copy of the
recent phase 1 improvements pro-
posal letter from CME Associates.
The partial proposal, which does
not include the costs for contractor
work and overall supervision of the
project, is $48,400. He recently
asked CME Associates for a more
comprehensive proposal that in-
cludes the total amount for all the
improvements plus the cost of su-
pervision. He said, “I’m waiting for
them to reconfigure the proposal to
include the larger scope.”

Mike Kelly, the commission’s
treasurer, said most of January’s
expenses were from the senior citi-
zen programs, specifically yoga,
zumba, tai chi and water aerobics.
Most of the recreation commission’s
revenue was from building rentals.
Mr. Budiansky spoke about the skate
park fence replacement in Forest
Road Park. Public Works Director
Clint Dicksen received an estimate
of $3,841 from Precision Fence.
They recommended adding posts
every few feet to prevent future
damage to the fence. The commis-
sion decided to table its vote about
the fence until the March meeting in
order to obtain more information
about the estimate from Mr.
Dicksen.

Mr. Budiansky said equipping the
pavilion in LaGrande Park with elec-

tricity would include the installa-
tion of two outlets. The borough
received an estimate of $1,975 from
Accent Electric Corporation. Coun-
cilman Anthony Carter, filling in
for council liaison member Erin
McElroy-Barker, will provide the
commission with a more detailed
proposal next month after speaking
with Mr. Dicksen to obtain more
information about the possible pa-
vilion electrification. Mr. Budiansky
said that time is of the essence due
to the Autism Rocks event in April.

The last expense that Mr.
Budiansky spoke about was improv-
ing the commission’s website to add
more security features. He said the
borough has received a proposal of
$510 for the upgrade.

Mr. Budiansky spoke about the
borough’s Easter egg hunt sched-
uled for Saturday, March 24, at 10
a.m. It will be held at Forest Road
Park, with the rain date the follow-
ing weekend. Mr. Budiansky and
acting recreation chairman, Bruce
Zakarin, discussed preparations for
the event with commission mem-
bers. The meeting concluded with
discussion of more upcoming events
in the borough. The commission
agreed to have the Party in the Park
again on Tuesday, June 26, from 6
to 8:30 p.m.

Mr. Budiansky presented a tenta-
tive schedule for commission mem-
bers of summer movies. “This year
there will be a new summer movie
date night where an additional movie
will be added to the schedule,” Mr.
Zakarin said.

Mr. Budiansky told the commis-
sion that the summer park program
registration has been very success-
ful since opening up on February 6.
There are six weeks that are sold
out for kindergarten and first grade
in the morning. Travel camp regis-
tration begins on Tuesday, March 6,
at 10 a.m. Mr. Budiansky said last
year’s registration for this camp was
sold out quickly.

ing staff to manage the campers, com-
prise the next step in the successful
summer camp process.

Mr. Salvante said off-site trips to
unannounced locations at this time will
be an added cost for parents if they want
their children to participate. If the par-
ent does not want the child to partici-
pate or the child is uninterested, they
can participate in the camp in Scotch
Plains as usual, Mr. Salvante said.

Ms. Buonaguro said the last ski trip
to Shawnee Mountain Ski Area took
place last Friday. She said safety issue
concerns were expressed after abnor-
mally high temperatures and rain sur-
rounded the trip date.

“We were in contact with Shawnee
staff all day. Their leadership team was
skiing the slopes all day to make sure
there were no bald spots or other ski
hazards,” Ms. Buonaguro said.

Recreation Commissioner Colleen
Gialanella said all participants must get
equal playing time and opportunity in
the youth basketball leagues under the
oversight of the recreation department.

Ms. Gialanella said coaches should
be held accountable for equal playing
time by forwarding each game’s roster
to the recreation department. Mr.
Salvante responded that coaches are
accountable for recreation department
rules.

Mr. Salvante said the annual Easter
Egg Hunt has not been fully planned
yet. A few entertainers such as face
painters and sponsors have been con-
tacted thus far.
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Westfield Board of Education and Parents Hear
Details on School Security on Tuesday Night

By SARAH McGRAIL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD — Parents turned
out in force this week to hear what is
being done to keep their children
safe in the town’s public schools.

School security is a top priority in
Westfield, and the town is “at the top
of the curve” when it comes to imple-
menting security measures, a secu-
rity expert told a meeting room
packed with parents at Tuesday’s
board of education meeting.

Errol Brudner, of the security firm
Stone Gate Associates, said, “What
you see in some schools is compla-
cency, but you don’t see that in
Westfield. We are in two or three
hundred schools and Westfield is at
the top of the curve. They have one
of the best communication systems I
have seen.”

Board Secretary Dana Sullivan
said around $6 million had been spent
on improving security in Westfield
over the past few years, including
cameras and security alarms. The
glass in both internal and external
doors was being covered in a special
film that would prevent it from shat-
tering if a bullet was shot at it so a
gunman could not put his hand
through to open the door.

Mr. Brudner said he did not want to
go into all the security changes that

had been made in Westfield because
it would defeat the purpose if the
general public knew what they were.

The security consultant, who has
spoken with responders from Col-
umbine and Virginia Tech and with
the superintendent from Sandy Hook,
Conn., said that locking doors and
delaying a gunman were key to keep-
ing children safe.

“If we observe that bad thing and
it is delayed at our door and it takes
the police two minutes to get here,
the bad thing never gets in our door,”
he said.

Mr. Brudner said that putting three
police officers in a school would
provide three pairs of eyes looking
at things, which would not be enough
to see everything around the school.
However, awareness of what to look
for among teachers and administra-
tors would enable hundreds of eyes
to look at things and was better than
cameras.

“Something as simple as looking
out of the window and seeing some-
body dressed inappropriately for the
weather, concealing their face, car-
rying something that they shouldn’t
be carrying towards one of our
schools, is enough for a teacher to
tell the principal to lock down the
building,” he said.

“The police are going to be at your

school in less than two minutes, pos-
sibly even less than that,” Mr.
Brudner said.

Situational awareness was impor-
tant, he added, as fire alarms had
been used to lure children outside in
at least two school shootings. A
locked classroom was often the saf-
est place.

Other important methods of pre-
vention involved teachers and stu-
dents sharing information.

Teachers need to observe signs in
children and report small things to
the principal that might be pieces of
a jigsaw puzzle that could be put
together to identify a child who needs
help. He said students should be
encouraged to share anything that
concerned them with a trusted adult,
either at home or at school, as almost
all the shooters in previous school
incidents had posted threats on so-
cial media.

Both Mr. Brudner and Schools
Superintendent Margaret Dolan,
Ed.D., spoke of the importance of
mental health awareness and identi-
fying children who need help.

Mr. Brudner said the Florida
school shooter was “someone who
needed help but didn’t get it.”

Father-of-three Andrew Bauer was
one of several parents who asked
questions at Tuesday’s meeting.

He said he felt “underwhelmed
and a little helpless” following the
security presentation.

“It sounds like this district has
been proactive in getting out in front
of things, but I feel strongly that the
world is changing faster and that the
district needs to change faster. I didn’t
walk away from that presentation
feeling the sense of urgency I feel
every day. I don’t want to present
myself as an expert here. I want to
present myself as somebody who
feels a tremendous sense of urgency,
that there is no more important topic
in the entire world and I just want to
know that there are fresh eyes and
fresh resources and fresh effort com-
ing to this each and every day,” he
said. “I didn’t feel that.”

Superintendent Dolan responded,
“I certainly understand wanting to fix
and change and find that solution. Do
I understand the urgency you’re talk-
ing about? I truly do. Am I sorry the
world is changing like this? Very.
Very sorry for the children in particu-
lar. But we truly do take it seriously.
We are not complacent. We haven’t
been. We never forgot. I can’t forget.
Neither can my administrators and
teachers. It is our life right now. And
I do understand the urgency and that
parents are sending us their children.
I do understand that.”
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CELEBRATING BLACK HISTORY...Union County Black History Month was
celebrated with a screening of Men of Bronze, a rare 1977 documentary about the
369th Regiment in World War I. Attending the event were Union County
Freeholder Chairman Sergio Granados, second from right;  Vice-Chairwoman
Bette Jane Kowalski, third from left; Freeholders Bruce Bergen, left, and Angel
G. Estrada, fourth from left. They joined Union County College President
Margaret M. McMenamin and Vice-President of Student Development Demond
Hargrove in welcoming Eldridge Hawkins, Jr., director of policy, operations and
governmental affairs in the Governor's Office of Volunteerism, New Jersey
Department of State, and historian and professor Jeffrey T. Sammons to the Union
County College campus in Cranford.

UCC Student Arrested on
Fake Firearms Charges
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Police Advise Stores of New
Age to Buy Tobacco Products

DWC OKs $416,000 Budget,
Up $7,000 Over 2017

CRANFORD — A Union County
College student has been arrested and
charged with bringing imitation firearms
into a classroom on the college’s main
campus in Cranford Monday morning,
Acting Union County Prosecutor Michael
A. Monahan and Cranford Police Chief
Ryan Greco jointly announced in a press
release.

Eric Jacobs, 20, of Millburn was
charged with fourth-degree possession of
an imitation firearm for an unlawful pur-
pose and creating a hazardous condition,
a disorderly persons offense.

At approximately 10 a.m. Monday
morning, a college employee notified
on-site public safety personnel regard-
ing a person on the campus who ap-

peared to be carrying a weapon, accord-
ing to the preliminary investigation.
Cranford Police Department patrol units
responded to the scene immediately and
arrested Jacobs without incident. Three
imitation firearms, including one resem-
bling a rifle and two others resembling
handguns, were recovered from his per-
son.

Jacobs remains in custody, and the
matter remains under investigation, with
the filing of additional charges possible.
Anyone with any information is being
urged to contact Cranford Police Depart-
ment Detective Derek Farbanec at (908)
709-7347.

He faces up to 18 months in state
prison if convicted.Birchwood, Hartz

Adjourn to Later Date
By CHRISTINA M. HINKE

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD — The applications for
Birchwood Avenue and 750 Walnut Av-
enue have been adjourned, the Cranford
Planning Board announced at its work-
shop meeting Wednesday. The site plan
for 215-235 Birchwood Avenue has been
adjourned to Wednesday, March 21. The
application by Hartz Mountain Indus-
tries, Inc. for property at 750 Walnut
Avenue has been adjourned to Monday,
May 21.

While the planning board had a quo-
rum Wednesday, board attorney Mark
Rothman said the board would consider
the resolution the township committee
passed that changes the study area of
North Avenue East at a future meeting
when there is a full board. The next
planning board meeting is Wednesday,
March 7.

The planning board would consider
the referral from the township committee

of the revised North Avenue Redevelop-
ment Study area and vote for or against
the revised resolution.

On January 23, the township commit-
tee voted 3 to 2 to supersede a resolution
passed last year and replace it with a
resolution authorizing the committee re-
quest to the planning board to undertake
conducting a study of a portion of North
Avenue East and nearby township prop-
erty to determine if it can be designated a
non-condemnation area in need of rede-
velopment and/or area in need of reha-
bilitation.

The revised resolution removes a num-
ber of properties from the study and only
includes township-owned properties
made up of the municipal parking lot 1
and fire station, the former MDTV build-
ing at 27 North Avenue East, a parking
area and roadway adjacent to the train
line, a parking lot on 26-30 North Avenue
East, as well as the privately owned Swan
Cleaners at 44 North Avenue East.

RVSA Reorganizes,
Approves Budget

Free Tax Help Offered
For Senior Citizens

SUMMIT — Free tax counseling and
preparation for middle- and low-income
taxpayers, with special attention to those
who are 60 years of age and older, is
available at SAGE Eldercare, located at
290 Broad Street, Summit, on Thurs-
days through April 12, from 9 a.m. to
noon. Dates include March 1, 8, 15, 22,
29 and April 5 and 12. During the pro-
gram, SAGE will host IRS-trained vol-
unteer tax preparers from AARP. The
confidential service is by appointment
only. To schedule an appointment, call
SAGE at (908) 598-5509.

CRANFORD — As of November 1,
2017, the legal age for purchasing to-
bacco products and electronic smoking
devices in New Jersey was changed from
19 to 21 years of age in an effort to protect
young people from the deadly effects of
tobacco use, according to the Cranford
Police Department.

The Cranford Police Department
Community Policing Unit (CPU) has
taken this initiative further by meeting
with local retailers to encourage their
compliance with the law. Patrolman John
Rattigan of the Cranford Police CPU
Unit individually stopped in Cranford
businesses, specifically that sell tobacco
products and electronic smoking devices,
and ensured that the business owners are
fully aware of the new state law, the
strict penalties and the police
department’s stance on enforcing com-
pliance. In addition to speaking with
local businesses, Ptl. Rattigan provided
each of them with a laminated poster to
be displayed at their locations as a re-
minder of the law. The posters, offered
online by the State of New Jersey De-
partment of Health, are intended to raise
awareness and help inform people about

the changes to the law.
“The CPU Unit’s involvement in this

initiative is simply aimed at making sure
our local retailers understand the new law
and the urgency we have in restricting
minors’ access to tobacco products and
electronic smoking devices,” Police Chief
Ryan Greco said.

Vendors licensed to sell tobacco prod-
ucts are subject to fines of up to $1,000
for violating the law.

By DOMINIC A. LAGANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — During its board of
directors’ meeting Monday evening, the
Downtown Westfield Corporation (DWC),
the management entity of the Special Im-
provement District (SID), approved a bud-
get of $416,000 for the 2018 fiscal year.

“The operating budget is $416,000 this
year versus $409,000 for the last six
years,” stated DWC Executive Director
Sherry Cronin. “This is reflective of some
slight increases in operating costs and
increased promotional expenses.”

The increase, which represents a 1.7-
percent hike, is the DWC’s first since
2011, she said.

Ms. Cronin will present the DWC’s
budget proposal to the Westfield Town
Council, which ultimately is responsible
for its final approval. The presentation is
scheduled for tonight, March 1.

The town council incorporates the
DWC budget into its own spending plan
for state approval and council members
will vote on the budget in March after a
presentation of the budget to the public.

In other business, the board approved
two grants for new signage, one for a
new business in Westfield and the other
for a business that has been in existence
since 1948.

“Little Nest Portraits is a franchise
photography business moving to Quimby
Street,” stated Ms. Cronin. “They take
photographs from maternity through a
young age.”

Little Nest Portraits also has franchises
in Montclair and Ridgewood.

The second business receiving a grant
was the Greater Westfield Area Chamber
of Commerce (GWACC), which is cel-
ebrating its 70th anniversary this year.
The chamber recently moved its office to
212 Lenox Avenue in Westfield.

GWACC Executive Director and liai-
son to the DWC, Gene Jannotti, com-

mented on the move. “We were in the
attic of the Bank of America building (on
Elm Street) for over 15 years. We are very
happy now to be at a storefront location,
at a downtown storefront location where
people come into the office and ask us
about businesses in town, where the local
dry cleaners is and such. They come in for
maps and information about the town and
we’re now better known just by being in
a storefront next to a very busy business,
the UPS Store. There’s a lot of foot traffic
coming through.

“We’re just getting a presence now we
should have had a long time ago. We were
there (at Bank of America) for over 15
years. It was a very good, lucrative deal
for us because the bank gives charity
organizations like us a very deep dis-
count. So now we have to pay the market
rate, but we think it will be worth the
cost,” concluded Mr. Jannotti.

Mr. Jannotti also stated that two of the
original members of the GWACC are still
in existence today, the Rialto Theatre and
Baron’s drug store.

During the promotions portion of the
meeting, Ms. Cronin announced that
Westfield Restaurant Week was still “open
for business.”

“Dine Out Westfield Restaurant Week
runs from February 25 until March 8.
Over 20 restaurants are participating, of-
fering great values and prix fixe meals.
This will be our only Restaurant Week
event this year and it has been successful
for several years. I believe this is seven
years now,” Ms. Cronin said.

Ms. Cronin said interested parties
should go to the DWC website at
westfieldtoday.com to view participating
restaurants as well as other events.

The DWC’s next board of directors’
meeting open to the general public is
scheduled for Monday, March 26, at
7:30 p.m. The DWC office is located at
105 Elm Street, on the basement level.

NJ Transit Looking to End
Bus 95 Service to Newark

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — NJ Transit is
seeking to discontinue its bus route 95
service because of low ridership and the
availability of alternative public transpor-
tation, according to an agency official.

At a public hearing on Tuesday
evening at the Scotch Plains Municipal
Building, Robert Pegg from NJ Transit
told the 10 attendees that ridership on
the route — which runs weekdays dur-
ing the peak morning and evening peri-
ods from East Front Street and Terrill
Road in Scotch Plains to Newark, with
stops in Westfield, Mountainside,
Springfield and Union — “has been
very low” since it was established nearly
four years ago.

He said about 179 one-way customers
per day use the bus service, which was
begun in April 2014 as part of traffic
mitigation efforts in connection with the
refurbishment of the Pulaski Skyway.
The state Department of Transportation
had provided subsidies to NJ Transit to
help finance the new route, but Mr. Pegg
said that funding had ended in January.
He estimated that the transit agency would
save $700,000 annually by ending the

route 95 service.
The NJ Transit board of directors will

decide whether to end the route by April.
If the service is discontinued, Mr. Pegg

said on Tuesday that alternative bus routes
will still be available, although he admit-
ted some routes will be longer and some
will require transfers versus the direct
route the current service provides.

Two riders spoke at the public hearing,
with Rachel Santo expressing her con-
cern that any alternative service will not
provide a direct link between Scotch
Plains and PATH stations in Newark,
Jersey City or Hoboken. She said taking
the train from a local Raritan Valley line
station such as Fanwood is not feasible
due to issues getting to and from the
station, and also lamented the fact that
parking permits at the Fanwood station
are difficult to secure.

Sean Zhubrak of Springfield called the
95 bus “a reasonable commute” into
Manhattan, saying that having access to
the PATH train was important to him in
getting to his job in lower Manhattan. He
wondered if the low ridership on the 95
bus route was due to it still being rela-
tively new and asked if NJ Transit had
adequately publicized its availability.

By WAYNE BAKER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

RAHWAY — The Rahway Valley
Sewerage Authority (RVSA) board of
commissioners held their annual reorga-
nization meeting on Thursday and ap-
proved their 2018 budget. Also,
Kenilworth’s new commissioner and the
incumbent commissioner from Spring-
field were sworn in for five-year terms.

RVSA’s annual reorganization saw
Rahway’s commissioner, Robert Rachlin,
elected and sworn in as chairman and
Louis Lambe of Cranford chosen as vice-
chairman. Springfield reappointed
Michael Furci to another five-year term
as commissioner. Kenilworth appointed
Robert Beiner as its commissioner, re-
placing Richard LoForte, who served in
that position for a decade.

A motion thanking Mr. LoForte for his
service was passed. Robert LaCosta,
Scotch Plains’ commissioner, was recog-
nized with a plaque for his service as
outgoing chairman.

The 2018 budget, which had been re-
turned following state review, was given
final approval by the RVSA board. The
budget, which was described in depth last
month, rose 2.61 percent over the 2017
budget. Two municipalities saw large
percentage increases in their assessments,
with Kenilworth at over 28 percent and
Garwood at over 10 percent.

As previously reported the assessments
by town (with percentage of total) are as
follows: Clark, $1,997,106, down
$61,999 (-3.01 percent); Cranford,
$1,671,502, up $44,871 (+2.76 percent);
Garwood, $697,718, up $63,615 (+10.03
percent); Kenilworth, $908,922, up
$201,373 (+28.46 percent);
Mountainside, $927,921, up $52,347
(+5.98 percent); Rahway, $4,124,408,
down $138,452 (-3.25 percent); Roselle
Park, $396,938, down $53,504 (-11.88

percent); Scotch Plains, $1,430,752, up
$31,455 (+2.25 percent); Springfield,
$2,598,606, up $60,713 (+2.39 percent);
Westfield, $3,770,425, up $258,004
(+7.35 percent); and Woodbridge,
$6,535,702, up $180,077 (+2.83 percent).

A review of the flow metering method-
ology is being made, and is to be pre-
sented at the March meeting. Prior meet-
ings had revealed concerns over meter
placement, sampling timing and other
factors. It is hoped that the review may
lay the groundwork for more consistent
results and, in turn, more stable billing to
the member municipalities.

In the report of the authority’s counsel,
Dennis Estis, it was revealed that the RVSA
may work with other sewage authorities
and the Association of Environmental Au-
thorities to bring a suit to stop the law
currently referred to as Senate Bill S-848,
which would limit sewage authorities to 2-
percent annual increases. As mentioned
last month, this was among a group of bills
signed into law during Governor Chris
Christie’s final days in office.

A 90-minute closed session was held.
Mr. Estis noted that six topics to be
discussed in the closed session were per-
sonnel, talks with Union County Parks
System (believed to be related to the new
sports facility at Rahway River Park),
follow-up related to litigation on the now
completed co-generation facility, S-848,
Waste Management (believed to be re-
lated to an issue with grit screening and
the possible need for a new contract next
year if Waste Management does not get a
new permit this year – an amendment to
an older resolution was voted on follow-
ing closed session), and the Occidental
Chemical litigation (a case involving
pollution in Newark Bay and the Passaic
River).

It was noted that an invitation was ex-
tended for mayors and councils of the mem-
ber municipalities to tour RVSA’s facility.

Westfield Announces Plans to
Survey Residents, Renovate Kiosk

WESTFIELD — Built in the early
1900s, Westfield’s train station kiosk
has long been an area where members
of the community gather and greet
each other. Originally located on the
north side of the tracks, the kiosk was
used to sell newspapers and postcards
to early travelers and at one point
served as a taxi stand for out-of-town
visitors.

The kiosk was moved to the south side
lot several decades ago and became well
known as a “Coffee Hut” until it closed
in July 2016. The current administra-
tion, together with the Downtown
Westfield Corporation, has announced
plans to identify the best use of the kiosk
through a resident survey. Once the re-
sults of the survey are in, the informa-
tion will help guide the Request for

Proposals (RFP) process to solicit busi-
nesses and partner in renovating the
structure.

As a former commuter herself, Mayor
Shelley Brindle said she would like to see
the kiosk reopen. “Gathering with fellow
commuters to grab a good cup of coffee is
a bright spot in a long day,” said Mayor
Brindle. “I look forward to recreating an
important community gathering spot not
only for commuters but for residents
throughout the day.”

Residents can go to westfieldnj.gov/
kiosksurvey and indicate what they
would like to see offered at the kiosk.
The survey will be available for two
weeks, from March 1 to 15.The town
will continue to keep residents updated
as progress unfolds over the coming
months.
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Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SEEKING SEAT IN CONGRESS...7th Congressional District Democratic can-
didate Peter Jacob of Union takes a question from the audience during a forum last
Thurday night at the Cranford Community Center as fellow Democratic candi-
date Linda Weber of Berkeley Heights listens. Also seeking the party’s nomination
are Tom Malinowski of Rocky Hill, Goutam Jois of Summit and David Pringle of
Cranford. They are hoping to take on five-term Republican Congressman Leonard
Lance in the General Election in November. Other Republicans in the race are
Lindsay Christine Brown of Clark and Dr. Raafat Barsoom.

Scutari Elected Chair
Of County DEM Committee

Weber, Jacob Answer
Questions at Forum

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD — Two candidates
seeking the Democratic nomination
for Congress took part in a candidates
night last week and discussed a vari-
ety of issues including health care,
gun control, election strategy, the ef-
fects of special interest groups on the
political system and even local flood
control matters.

Linda Weber of Berkeley Heights
and Peter Jacob of Union spoke last
Thursday night at the Cranford Com-
munity Center as they gear up their
campaigns for their party’s nomina-
tion to oppose five-term Rep. Leonard
Lance (R), whose 7th District includes
Hunterdon County, parts of Essex
County, Morris County, Somerset
County, Union County and Warren
County.

Prompted by a question from a
Berkeley Heights resident, Ms. We-
ber vowed to push to repeal the re-
cently-enacted tax cut law, which she
called a “tax scam” that was “passed
to punish us.” She said the money
from the tax cuts should instead be
used in part to fully fund the Environ-
mental Protection Agency (EPA).

Ms. Weber, who has worked in the
financial and technology areas, said she
has been “fighting all my life” to be-
come a successful female in corporate
America. “Our President’s biggest suc-
cess is bankruptcy,” she quipped.

Mr. Jacob, who ran against Rep.
Lance in 2016, is a community orga-
nizer and professional social worker.
He said last week that he has “al-
ready built coalitions to stop social
injustice and to assist those in need.”
He said the American health care
system is in need of an overhaul,
pointing in particular to senior citi-
zens, who often need to resort to
“cutting pills in half to afford their
medication.”

Americans spend $9,000 per capita
on health insurance annually, or $3
trillion per year in total, Mr. Jacob
said, a figure that is higher than more
than 30 other countries that are classi-
fied as fully economically developed.

He also decried financially-sophis-
ticated pharmaceutical companies that
purchase promising medications or
treatment rights only to then charge
consumers hundreds of percents to
purchase those drugs. “We need Medi-
care for all,” he stated, saying that
“only four companies (in New Jersey)
provide health insurance” through the
Affordable Care Act (AFT), often re-
ferred to as ObamaCare.

Ms. Weber said Medicare should
be offered on an exchange where citi-
zens can purchase a price-competi-
tive insurance vehicle. Medicare
would be a non-profit entity compet-
ing with for-profit insurance compa-
nies, she said. The price competition
offered by Medicare would then force
other insurance companies to drop
their costs for similar services, she
said.

Addressing other issues, Ms. We-

ber said it was problematic that New
Jersey gets back only 70 cents for
each dollar state residents pay in fed-
eral taxes. She said more federal
money must be available for local
environmental concerns, such as
flooding in Cranford. “We need a
Congressperson who will bring fund-
ing back,” she said.

Mr. Jacob said the $800 million he
claims is missing from the Superstorm
Sandy Relief Fund is an unresolved
issue and should not happen again.

Turning to the issue of gun con-
trol, which has risen to the top of the
national agenda in the days since the
Parkland, Fla.  school shooting, Ms.
Weber recalled witnessing the after-
math of a shooting in New York City
during the 1980s. “That was some-
thing that always stuck with me,” she
said. “What I saw as a 25-year-old is
not as bad as what children in
Parkland had to see,” Ms. Weber
said. Mr. Jacob said he was proud
that his National Rifle Association
(NRA) rating is an F, which means
he is very tough on gun regulations
and standards.

Both candidates spoke out against
big money interest in politics, calling
attention to the influence campaign
donations have on a legislator’s voting
decisions. “We need an amendment
[to the Constitution] saying corpora-
tions are not people,” Mr. Jacob said.
“Money is not speech.” He recalled
that two years ago in his General Elec-
tion race against Congressman Lance
he received 45 percent of the vote
despite Mr. Lance raising $2 million
more in campaign funds than he did.

“We engage people using alterna-
tive and cost-effective measures,” Mr.
Jacob said. Ms. Weber said her goal is
“to get rid of Leonard Lance, not raise
the most money.”

Also seeking the Democratic
nomination are Tom Malinowski of
Rocky Hill in Somerset County,
David Pringle of Cranford, and
Goutam Jois of Summit. Lisa
Mandelblatt of Westfield and Scott
Salmon of Scotch Plains have
dropped out of the race and have
endorsed Mr. Malinowski.

COUNTY — Members of the
Union County Democratic Commit-
tee on February 21 assembled in
Clark and elected State Senator Nick
Scutari (D-22nd, Linden), in a 412-
to-341 vote, over Fanwood Mayor
Colleen Mahr to succeed Assem-
blyman Jerry Green (D-22nd,
Plainfield) as committee chairman.
Mr. Green’s unexpired term runs
until June of 2019.

“I first want to thank my longtime
friend, former Chairman Jerry
Green, for his years of service and
for his strong leadership of our party.
I wish him well as he continues his
recovery, and we all look forward to
his return to the Legislature,” Mr.
Scutari said in a statement.

 “I am deeply honored by the trust
and commitment placed in me by
my fellow Democratic committee
members throughout Union County,
and I am energized to lead our party
as we continue to grow and
strengthen. I plan on supporting
Democratic efforts in all 21 com-
munities, and I promise to be acces-
sible to our members and ready to
fight on behalf of our shared Demo-
cratic principles.

“This campaign for chairman was
not about me, but rather what kind

of party we want here in Union
County. As I said on Wednesday
night, (Fanwood) Mayor (Colleen)
Mahr should be commended for her
tough campaign as well as her will-
ingness to stay on as vice-chair.
[Twenty-eighteen] will be a critical
election year for our country and
our party, and I plan on ensuring
that the Union County Democrats
are united and prepared to lead in
that fight. As we build towards that
goal, I can assure you that our party
is strong and ready to work.”

ACCIDENTS &

PERSONAL

INJURY LAW

Bramnick, Rodriguez, Grabas, Arnold & Mangan, LLC
1827 East Second Street
Scotch Plains, NJ 07076
www.jonbramnick.com

CALL

JON BRAMNICK
Certified Civil Trial Lawyer

908-322-7000
Jon M. Bramnick, Esq.

John C. Rodriguez, Esq.
Gary J. Grabas, Esq.

Jonathan P. Arnold, Esq.
Patrick J. Mangan, Esq.

Jose Vilarino, Esq.
Richard M. Brockway, Esq.

Carl A. Salisbury, Esq.

Gavin Handwerker, Esq.
Brian J. Trembley, Esq.

Kelly A. Lynch, Esq.
Susan E. Kinsella, Esq.

Brent A. Bramnick, Esq.
Michael Noriega, Esq.
Cristina Carreno, Esq.

Robert C. Rowbotham, II., Esq.

Interiors So Lovely, You’ll Want to Stay Home

Joanne Womelsdorf, IFDA, ASID allied
Phone: 908.232.3875
www.superiorinteriorsofnj.com

Think “Superior” For:
Expert Consultation Services

Space Planning / Room Layouts

Remodeling Services

All Interior Related Products:

Accessorizing & Finishing Touches

Furniture
Lighting

Floor Coverings
Window Treatments

•

•

•

•

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-18000413

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-040813-15

Plaintiff: THE BANK OF NEW YORK MELLON
FKA THE BANK OF NEW YORK, AS TRUSTEE
FOR THE CERTIFICATEHOLDERS OF CWALT,
INC., ALTERNATIVE LOAN TRUST 2005-74T1,
MORTGAGE PASS-THROUGH CERTIFI-
CATES, SERIES 2005-74T1

VS.
Defendant: STEPHEN LEONARDIS;MARY

LEONARDIS, H/W; PNC BANK, NATIONAL
ASSOCIATION, STATE OF NEW JERSEY;
AMERICAN GENERAL FINANCE

Sale Date: 03/21/2018
Writ of Execution: 10/18/2017
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Six Hundred Forty-
Five Thousand Nine Hundred Twenty-Six and
74/100*** $645,926.74.

The property to be sold is located in Town of
Westfield in the County of Union, and State of
New Jersey.

Commonly known as 134 Boynton Court,
Westfield, New Jersey 07090.

Tax Lot No. 8, Block 5710.
Dimensions of Lot: (Approximately) 0.203 AC
Nearest Cross Street: Boynton Avenue.
Total Upset:  ***Six Hundred Sixty-Five Thou-

sand Seven Hundred Seventy-Three and 91/
100*** $665,773.91 together with lawful interest
and costs.

Subject to any unpaid taxes, municipal liens or
other charges, and any such taxes, charges,
liens, insurance premiums or other advances
made by plaintiff prior to this sale. All interested
parties are to conduct and rely upon their own
independent investigation to ascertain whether
or not any outstanding interest remain of record
and/or have priority over the lien being fore-
closed and, if so the current amount due thereon.

If the sale is set aside for any reason, the
Purchaser at the sale shall be entitled only a
return of the deposit paid. The Purchaser shall
have no further recourse against the Mortgagor,
the Mortgagee or the Mortgagee’s attorney.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Peter Corvelli
Sheriff

Attorney:
KML LAW GROUP, P.C.
216 HADDON AVENUE
SUITE 406
WESTMONT NEW JERSEY 08108
(215) 627-1322
4 T - 02/22, 03/01, 03/08
& 03/15/18 Fee: $204.00

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-18000077

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-009025-17

Plaintiff: CAPITAL ONE, N.A.
VS.
Defendant: ROBERT M. KATZ; AND CAROL

LEE KATZ, HIS WIFE; NICHOLAS LAGANELLA;
PARAMUS ASSOCIATES, LP; CURUO SCRAP
METAL; INC.; AND MICHAEL CURCIO

Sale Date: 03/07/2018
Writ of Execution: 12/07/2017
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Five Hundred
Fifty-Four Thousand Seven Hundred Sixty-One
and 45/100*** $554,761.45.

PROPERTY TO BE SOLD IS LOCATED IN:
Town of Westfield, County of Union, State of
New Jersey.

PREMISES COMMONLY KNOWN AS: 821
Bradford Avenue, Westfield, New Jersey 07090.

TAX LOT # 31, BLOCK # 503.
NEAREST CROSS STREET: Birch Avenue.
APPROXIMATE DIMENSIONS: 124 X 125.
The sale is subject to any unpaid taxes and

assessments, tax, water, and sewer liens and
other municipal assessments. The amount due
can be obtained from the local taxing authority.

All interested parties are to conduct and rely
upon their own independent investigation to as-
certain whether or not any outstanding interests
remain of record and/or have priority over the lien
being foreclosed and, if so, the current amount
due thereon. **If the sale is set aside for any
reason, the Purchaser at the sale shall only be
entitled to a return of the deposit paid. The
Purchaser shall have no further recourse against
the Mortgagee or the Mortgagee’s attorney.**

Total Upset:  ***Five Hundred Sixty-Eight Thou-
sand Eight Hundred Seventy-Eight and 13/100***
$568,878.13 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Peter Corvelli
Sheriff

Attorney:
MILSTEAD & ASSOCIATES, LLC
1 EAST STOW ROAD
MARLETON, NEW JERSEY 08053
(856) 482-1400
4 T - 02/08, 02/15, 02/22
& 03/01/18 Fee: $189.72

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-18000391

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-013508-17

Plaintiff: JPMORGAN CHASE BANK, NA-
TIONAL ASSOCIATION

VS.
Defendant: LISA ALEXANDER; MARK R.

ALEXANDER; NEW LISBON DEVELOPMEN-
TAL CENTER; STATE OF NEW JERSEY

Sale Date: 03/21/2018
Writ of Execution: 12/27/2017
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Three Hundred
Twenty-Nine Thousand Five Hundred One and
65/100*** $329,501.65.

Property to be sold is located in the BOR-
OUGH of FANWOOD, County of UNION, State
of New Jersey.

Premises commonly known as: 124 SOUTH
AVENUE, FANWOOD, NEW JERSEY 07023-
1553.

BEING KNOWN as LOT 1, BLOCK 80 on the
official Tax Map of the BOROUGH of FANWOOD.

Dimensions: 42.68 FEET X 123.46 FEET X 50
FEET X 116.68 FEET X 15.80 FEET.

Nearest Cross Street: FIFTH STREET
For sale information, please visit Auction.com

at www.auction.com or call (800) 280-2832
Website is not affiliated with Sheriff’s office.

Total Upset:  ***Three Hundred Thirty-Eight
Thousand One Hundred One and 79/100***
$338,101.79 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Subject to any unpaid taxes, municipal liens or
other charges, and any such taxes, charges,
liens, insurance premiums or other advances
made by plaintiff prior to this sale. All interested
parties are to conduct and rely upon their own
independent investigation to ascertain whether
or not any outstanding interest remain of record
and/or have priority over the lien being fore-
closed and, if so the current amount due thereon.

If the sale is set aside for any reason, the
Purchaser at the sale shall be entitled only a
return of the deposit paid. The Purchaser shall
have no further recourse against the Mortgagor,
the Mortgagee or the Mortgagee’s attorney.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Peter Corvelli
Sheriff

Attorney:
PHELAN HALLINAN, DIAMOND & JONES, PC
400 FELLOWSHIP ROAD
SUITE 100
MOUNT LAUREL, NEW JERSEY 08054
(856) 813-5500
4 T - 02/22, 03/01, 03/08
& 03/15/18 Fee: $206.04

Outreach Strategy Discussed
For Downtown Cranford
By CHRISTINA M. HINKE

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD — Downtown Man-
agement Corporation (DMC) Board
President Anthony Durante led a pre-
sentation of the DMC, Thursday
night, at the community center that
details a five-year strategic plan for
the downtown.

“Change is happening and we want
to get out in front of it,” Mr. Durante
said.

The challenges, vision, goals, ob-
jectives, policies and outreach to the
community were outlined. The goals
were to empower government to
proactively plan for the future, make
investment decisions and implement
projects, provide parking that meets
the needs of existing and future uses,
prioritize safe and accessible active
mobility, and promote a vibrant
downtown environment.

The strategic committee that con-
tributed to this plan was made up of
DMC Director Kathleen Prunty and
DMC board members Mr. Durante,
Barry O’Donovan, Joe Colangelo,
Tom Connolly, Steve Needle,
Maureen Tinen, Dick Salway, Mike
Venditti and Jean Maisonneuve, who
was a board member but now holds a
seat on the township committee.

After the brief overview of the stra-
tegic plan, the audience was asked to
write comments and place a red sticker
or green sticker, denoting they either
agree to the idea or disagree with the
idea, on white poster boards hung
around the room. Some audience
members shouted, asking why they
could not ask questions or make com-
ments. The audience was told by the
DMC board that they could converse
with board members after the presen-
tation.

Addressing the mobility goal, strat-
egies suggested to promote foot traf-
fic to generate business included
amending the land development ordi-
nance to require minimum 15-foot
sidewalks for all new development in
the Special Improvement District
(SID), where currently the minimum
is set at 12 feet. Bike lanes and bike
racks also were suggested, as was
investigating pedestrian safety pilot
projects at some intersections.

Parking was another topic. The
DMC said one goal was to hire a firm
to conduct a parking study. The DMC
also suggested creating a parking ga-
rage as part of a development project
in the downtown, which would re-
place a surface parking lot, such as
the lot where the gazebo is located on

North Union and Springfield Avenues.
The DMC board also suggested the

township purchase parking lot 4 lo-
cated on South Avenue in front of the
train station that currently is used for
commuter permit parking. DMC
board member Mr. Needle told The
Westfield Leader and The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times that one idea
is to build a multi-story parking deck
with mixed-use development in front
of it. When asked if this would mean
losing or increasing permit parking,
Mr. Needle said there was not a plan
in place, and that it was just an idea.
But he went on to say that commuters
could use a car service such as Lyft or
Uber to drive them to and from the
train station, thereby extinguishing
the need for permit parking.

Hiring a township planner and a
grant writer were listed under the
goal to empower government in its
planning process, as well as evaluat-
ing current permit fees and establish-
ing building standards.

Creating a cultural arts committee,
allowing temporary “pop-up” busi-
nesses in vacant retail spaces, creat-
ing a playground or dog run, and
establishing a business attraction plan
were strategies to fulfill the goal for
promoting a vibrant downtown.

The poster, which had over a dozen
red dots and one green dot, also had a
comment that read the “current ga-
rage runs at a deficit of $500,000 per
year. No more garages.” Another note
read that increased parking and side-
walks equals more
flooding...Permeable pavement a
must!”

The DMC posters also included
space for ideas for improving the town-
ship. On the board attendees wrote
repaint the NJ Transit station wall, add
more trees downtown, dim the street
lights, pedestrian safety campaign,
better street signs, more road resurfac-
ing, more trash and recycle cans down-
town, erect a wall in front of the PSE&G
substation, encourage historic preser-
vation and preserve the historic feel of
the township. A couple of notes also
said the recent addition of a median on
North Avenue in front of the train
station is “unsafe.”

Once the DMC strategy is com-
plete it will be given to the township
committee for a vote and adoption of
the plan. The full plan can be viewed
at https://www.cranfordnj.org/down-
town-cranford.

City to Hold Meeting
On Redevel. Plan

SUMMIT – To begin its Broad Street
west redevelopment effort the City of
Summit will host a community meet-
ing on Wednesday, March 7, at 7 p.m.,
at St. Teresa of Avila Memorial Hall,
located at 306 Morris Avenue.

Members of the Summit commu-
nity are invited to participate in the
workshop meeting to learn about the
area between Broad Street and Mor-
ris Avenue, and Maple Street that has
been designated “an area in need of
redevelopment” by the planning
board. In addition to the public work-
shop meeting, the city will provide an
opportunity for interested citizens to
communicate feedback online begin-
ning March 7.

Acupuncturist Charged
In  Assault of Patient
SPRINGFIELD — A Springfield-

based acupuncturist has been arrested
and charged with sexually assaulting a
patient in his Morris Avenue office late
last year, acting Union County Prosecu-
tor Michael A. Monahan and Springfield
Police Chief John Cook jointly announced
Friday.

Edward Raskin, 55, of Chatham Town-
ship, Morris County, is charged with sec-
ond-degree sexual assault and fourth-de-
gree criminal sexual contact.

An investigation by the Prosecutor’s
Office’s Special Victims Unit and Spring-
field Police Department determined that
the adult victim was sexually assaulted
during a scheduled appointment at Spirit
Acupuncture on December 30, 2017, ac-
cording to Unit Supervisor and Assistant
Prosecutor Caroline Lawlor, who is pros-
ecuting the case. Raskin turned himself in
to police at Springfield Police Depart-
ment headquarters Thursday afternoon
before being taken to Union County jail
pending a first court appearance.

Raskin is also known to have an office
in New York City. Anyone with informa-
tion about his activities is being urged to
contact Springfield Detective Sergeant
James Mirabile at (973) 912-2242.

He faces five to 10 years in state prison
if convicted on the second degree charges,
according to the prosecutor’s office.
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State LD-22
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asm. Jim Kennedy (D)
34 E. Cherry St.
Rahway, N.J. 07065
(732) 943-2660

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

State LD-21
Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)

425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

LD-21 includes Westfield,
Mountainside, Garwood,
Summit and Cranford.

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance (R)
425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090
(908) 518-7733

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Plainfield, Clark  and
Linden.

senkean@njleg.org, senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org, aswmunoz@njleg.org
asmkennedy@njleg.org, asmgreen@njleg.org

12th Congressional District
Rep. Bonnie Watson Coleman (D)
850 Bear Tavern Road, Suite 201, Ewing, N.J. 08628
(609) 883-0026
[Fanwood, Plainfield and most of Scotch Plains
are in the 12th Congressional District]

[Westfield, Mountainside, Garwood, Summit and Cranford
are in the 7th Congressional District]
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Letters to
the Editor

Kudos To the Parkland
HS Student Survivors
I am a former member of the

Westfield Board of Education. If the
eloquent discourse exhibited by the
student survivors of the February 14th
Parkland High School massacre are
any examples, then kudos to the
Parkland Educational system and all
its members for academic excellence
and special confidence-building in
preparing its students for the adult
world into which they have been en-
tered in so abruptly a fashion.

I am in awe of the maturity, reason-
ing, and sensibility of these teens. If
the rest of the public school systems
throughout this country act similarly,
then there is real hope for the future of
this country. I trust the Parkland stu-
dents might become the leaders.

Marilyn Gulotta
Westfield

Debating Apostrophes
It is refreshing to know that The

[SP-F] Times has among its readers a
constituency for debating the proper
use of apostrophes, as shown by Jack
Panosh’s letter challenging The
Times’s (or Times’) use of the term
“Presidents’ Day.”

In that spirit, I would respond to
Mr. Panosh’s criticism, in which he
asserted that the apostrophe in that
case is inappropriate because the
presidents do not own the day. How-
ever, reference books on English us-
age note that the possessive case may
be used to indicate non-ownership
types of relationships, as in “the
doctor’s patient,” “with the dean’s
permission,” or “the bill’s defeat.”

Mr. Panosh is of course correct on
another point, that an apostrophe is
needed when referring to “raising
officials’ salaries.”

David Harris
Fanwood

Our Neighbors All Over NJ Were
Watching Us In Union County

Give Fair Hearing to President’s Idea
That Trained Teachers Be Armed

Pass Sensible
Gun Laws

I would like to add my 2 cents
worth as they say to the discussion
about guns.

We should not pass ill responsible
laws that ban or outlaw responsible
people from having certain types of
guns, but instead pass sensible laws
that only prevent ill responsible people
from having guns.

Michael Smith
Berkeley Heights

First, congratulations to Chairman
Nick Scutari. I look forward to work-
ing alongside him as 1st vice-chair of
the Union County Democratic Com-
mittee. For the last three weeks, this
campaign for UCDC chair displayed
the power we have and the voice we
share. You are the leaders, citizens
and activists who are helping shape
our future.

What you do in your hometowns
and participating in the process makes
a difference. To be surrounded by
such strong, brave, and informed in-

dividuals — forces for good, that is
the greatest gift for me and the com-
munities we live in. Our neighbors all
over New Jersey were watching us in
Union County, learning, getting in-
spired to jump in and step up to lead
alongside us. Whether you’ve been in
public service for twenty years like
me, or just twenty days, leaders start
somewhere and I need you to keep
going. See you out there.

Colleen Mahr
Fanwood Mayor

Westfield Superintendent of
Schools Dr. Margaret Dolan told The
Westfield Leader the security mea-
sures to protect students, faculty, staff,
and visitors! “Access to each school
is limited and our staff is trained to
carefully determine who any visitor
is and whether he/she had a legitimate
reason for being there. Importantly,
we ask parents and other members of
the community visiting our schools to
please refrain from holding the door
for another visitor, even it may ap-
pear rude. If someone is behind you,
step aside from the camera and let the
office staff know that there is another
visitor.”

Dr. Dolan reported, “over the last
few years, the district has added secu-
rity cameras, panic alarms, new pub-
lic address systems and new fire
alarms.” But how will they keep out a
determined killer who in a matter of
seconds can with a semi-automatic
weapon fire off many rounds?

Fantasyland!
Will each parent or other member

of the community refrain from hold-
ing the door open for another visitor?

And what happens if the person
barges through the door or comes
through a window?

Is it their responsibility to do the
policing?

What mass murderer is going to
step aside while the school staff school
is informed of his presence?

How confident can we be that
school staff has sufficient training to
determine whether a prospective visi-
tor has a legitimate reason to enter the
school?

Dr. Dolan wants gun-free schools.
But then how is an armed killer
stopped once inside the classroom?

President Trump’s suggestion that

teachers with proper training be armed
must be given a fair hearing! What
have we to lose given the growing
number of school massacres? How
else will the killer know that he enters
the classroom at his peril?

The Scottish poet Robert Burns
famously wrote, “The best laid plans
of mice and men often go awry.”

Consider the armed Broward
County deputy sheriff who stood out-
side the high school in Parkland while
for six minutes the shooter killed 17
people.

The captain of the Titanic who did
not heed ice warnings, killing more
than 1,500 people.

The captains of the Andrea Doria
and the Stockholm who did not take
evasive action to avoid a collision,
killing 46 people.

The flight crew of the Asiana plane
that crashed at San Francisco Interna-
tional Airport because they were over-
reliant on automation, killing three
people.

The captain of the KLM 747 who
attempted to take off at the Tenerife
airport without tower clearance, re-
sulting in a collision with a Pan-Am
747, killing 583 people, making this
the deadliest plane accident in his-
tory.

Churchill presciently asked during
the Agadir Crisis of 1911 when no
one thought war between France and
Germany would occur, “Are you quite
sure? It would be a pity to be wrong.
Such a mistake could only be made
once - once for all.”

There can be no mistake when it
comes to student, staff, and visitor
lives! For such a mistake could only
be made once - once for all.

Stephen Schoeman
Westfield

Thank You Scotch Plains,
I’m Forever Grateful

There are many people who value
and embrace American history. We
must save and preserve all of histori-
cal buildings across the United States.
Given that said, I would like to thank
the Township of Scotch Plains and
Town Council for completing the res-

toration project of the Shady Rest
Clubhouse. I never thought I would
see the building restored. It was a
great day to walk through and see the
wonderful work that was done.

Special thank you to former May-
ors Mauro Checchio and Kevin
Glover for understanding the histori-
cal significance of restoring a piece
of American history. It is now up to all
of us to tell the story of Shady Rest
Golf and Country Club; and promote
this historical gem located in our town.
Again, I am forever grateful.

Sylvia Hicks
Preserve Shady Rest

Scotch Plains

Cranford DMC Avoids Public
And Resident Input

The Downtown Management Cor-
poration (DMC) board gave a pre-
sentation for their vision for the fu-
ture of the Cranford downtown Feb-
ruary 22, 2018. The goal: “promoting
a vibrant Cranford downtown envi-
ronment was the title of the open
meeting held for the public.”

While the short-term, mid-term and
long-term objectives outlined in the
DMC lecture were interesting, many
serious questions were left unan-
swered. Most disappointingly, resi-
dent-property owners in attendance
to this one-sided lecture were not
permitted to respond. The DMC
elected to avoid any public discourse.
In addition, the DMC system re-
quested that those in attendance at-
tach red or green dots on proposed
projects listed on posters located
around the room to indicate their opin-
ion. This request was insulting and
totally inadequate to discern an ad-
equate response from the public for
each question.

It appeared that the interests of
downtown property owners for higher

density, allowing four-story buildings
and higher apartment density clearly
superseded the interests of Cranford
residential taxpaying property own-
ers. A fair estimate is that residential
property owners pay at least 90 per-
cent of Cranford real estate taxes.

At the DMC meeting I believe that
the overwhelming majority of
Cranford residents would have ap-
preciated hearing a clear reaffirma-
tion of Cranford’s special improve-
ment district (SID) codes. They were
approved by the town under former
mayor Edward Force’s administra-
tion. In reflection, I believe those
codes require the DMC to strictly
enforce SID facade design to repre-
sent Victorian and colonial architec-
ture. Appropriate sign design was to
be approved by the DMC in size,
color and lighting.

I suggest that Cranford residents
strongly express their position on
these issues to the township commit-
tee and DMC before it is too late.

Frank Krause
Cranford

Where Will Murphy Come Up
With $200 Mil. for Free Tuition?

One of the campaign promises made by Governor
Phil Murphy was for free community college tuition.
We are still waiting for the details on how he expects
to accomplish this feat. On the campaign trail he
suggested a tax on millionaires and legalizing the
sale of marijuana would help pay for it. But is this
realistic? He estimates the cost to fund free county
college tuition at around $200 million annually.

This year’s proposed Union County College (UCC)
budget is $74.5 million, of which around $43 million
comes from tuition, with county government to chip
in another $15.1 million, according to the current
UCC budget proposal, and the state another $9.7
million. The college has 7,000 full-time students.
Tuition is $5,140 annually for Union County resi-
dents and $10,280 for out-of-county residents as
proposed in 2018-2019.

Senate Minority Leader Tom Kean, Jr. (R-21st,
Westfield) responded that “nothing is free.”

“The offer of ‘free community college’ sounds
great, but nothing is free. At a time when the state is
staggering under debt, struggling to fund our schools,
the additional cost to already overburdened New
Jersey taxpayers would be immense. We should
focus on increasing college affordability by helping
students to graduate on time, and creating more
opportunities for students by ensuring that college

curricula match the needs of New Jersey employ-
ers.”

According to a chart available on the New Jersey
Higher Education Department website, Union
County has the highest tuition among the state’s 19
community colleges, with the state average for two-
year schools at $5,600 plus another $1,000 in fees.
UCC does not have additional fees. By comparison,
the lowest state four-year university cost is $8,100
(2016-2017) for New Jersey City University in Jer-
sey City, with the highest, $13,600, for the New
Jersey Institute of Technology (NJIT). Kean Univer-
sity was almost $12,000 including annual fees. Of
course independent colleges are way over this
amount, with schools like Seton Hall, $40,000, and
Drew and Princeton over $45,000 annually. Rutgers
costs $30,000 including fees (per 2016-2017).

The Union County Freeholder Scholarship offers
free tuition for full-time UCC students who main-
tained a 3.0/B average in high school and continue
that at UCC and who are county residents with a
family annual income of $75,000 or less. The state
offers NJ STARS, the New Jersey Student Tuition
Assistance Reward Scholarship, for those in the top
15 percent of their classes.

The state would have to sell a lot of “whacky
weed” to come up with this sum.

Saluting Achievements of Women
Over the Course of U.S. History

Women’s History Month, celebrated annually in
March, lauds the achievements of women histori-
cally up through modern times. Since the founding
of our republic more than 240 years ago, American
women have contributed to the evolution of our
society politically, academically and technologi-
cally, spiritually, athletically and artistically. From
the farm fields to the battlefields, from factories to
universities, from halls of science to courts of law
and beyond, women have played integral roles in
guiding our nation from 13 colonies to global leader.

Our area communities will once again join this
national celebration, saluting not only the achieve-
ments of women overall but local individuals who
have distinguished themselves professionally and
personally, sometimes in areas formerly strictly the
province of men.

In a program at noon on Saturday, March 10, the
Crane’s Ford Daughters of the American Revolution
(DAR) will honor Union County Clerk Joanne Rajoppi
with the “Women in American History” award. Spon-
sored by the National Society of the Daughters of the
American Revolution, the award recognizes recipi-
ents for their contributions to history, culture and
society. The event will take place at the Cranford
Community Center, 220 Walnut Avenue.

A former Springfield mayor, Union County free-
holder and New Jersey assistant secretary of state,
Ms. Rajoppi broke ground by becoming the first
female county clerk in Union County history and
also was the first woman to chair the Union County
Freeholder board. She has authored several books,

including the award-winning “Women in Office:
Getting There and Staying There,” and two books
inspired by the Civil War era experiences of her male
and female ancestors.

Additionally, Ms. Rajoppi will be the guest for a
Women’s History Month program hosted by the
Kenilworth Historical Society on Tuesday, March 6,
at 7 p.m. It will be held at the historic Oswald J.
Nitschke House, 49 South 21st Street, Kenilworth.
More information can be found at
kenilworthhistoricalsociety.org.

In an appearance Monday, March 19, at 7 p.m.,
lecturer and photographer Jim DelGiudice will dis-
cuss “Agents of Change: Famous Women in New
Jersey History.” Sponsored by the Friends of the
Cranford Public Library, this program will spotlight
these women and the times in which they lived. It
will take place at the Cranford Community Center.

“Doughnuts for Doughboys: A Salvation Army Lassie
in France,” will recall the female volunteers whose
courage and compassion bolstered the efforts of Ameri-
can troops serving in France during World War I.
Portraying such a volunteer, actress and storyteller
Laurie MacDonald-Gaulke will describe their experi-
ences a century ago in their own words, culled from
diaries, letters and interviews. The program will take
place Wednesday, March 21, at 6:30 p.m., in the Liberty
Hall Carriage House at Kean University in Union.

These events are free. We hope residents take these
opportunities to learn about the impact and influence
women have had in all aspects of American life, and
how they inspire others of every generation.

Information, It is all there
at www.goleader.com/help
(Your subscription Renewal Date
and Customer ID are printed on

your mailing label.)

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Importuous – Without a port or

harbor
2. Mise – In Old English law, an issue

to be tried
3. Perry – The fermented juice of pears
4. Saxicoline – Living or growing

among the rocks

HORARIOUS
1. Enduring for only an hour or two
2. Menacing; frightful
3. Resembling barley
4. Laughable; pathetic

PLOUTER
1. To wade in water with a splashing

noise
2. To whip or thrash
3. To delay; retard
4. To gather and store

SCHELLY
1. A steep slope; an abrupt declivity
2. A whitefish
3. A worthless fellow; a rogue
4. A peculiar bronzelike luster in cer-

tain minerals, often iridescent
HALOPHILOUS

1. Devoted to exercise and good health
2. Fond of storytelling, especially when

stretching the truth
3. Salt-loving, as plants native to salty

soils
4. Fond of rings, jewelry, etc.

Commentary:
Shed a Little Light

Congratulations to State Senator
Nicholas Scutari on his victory to
become chairman of the Union County
Democrats. We hope that all will now
come together.

At the Democratic convention last
week our photographers were denied
access to the main room at the Gran
Centurions in Clark, and a reporter
from another outlet was reportedly
removed from the premises. This be-
havior is disturbing.

A healthy party system is important
on both sides of the aisle, and it is
important that all elections take place
in a fair and open manner. The Union
County Republican Committee has
always had an open door policy with
the press. They conduct their conven-
tions with a paper ballot system.

This was a hotly contested issue for
the Democrats at last week’s vote.

County Party Committee members
are elected. No election should be
taking place behind closed doors.
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This Is
Westfield

From Westfield BOE Pres. Gretchan
Ohlig And Mayor Shelley Brindle

PTC Scholarship Fund: Invest in the
Future of Westfield Graduates

Alarming: Children Countless Hours
On A Handheld Screen

Parkland Massacre Turns My Stomach Letters to the Editor

In the wake of the tragic events in
Parkland, Florida last week, we
wanted to take this opportunity to let
the community know that the town
and school administrations have been
in steady communication about school
safety. Unfortunately, the discussions
prompted by school shootings are not
a new event. As public officials, and
more importantly as parents of kids in
our public schools, we share your
worry and concerns.

To provide some reassurance, we
want to make sure you are aware of
many of the security procedures that
have been put in place over the past
six years. Working closely with
StoneGate Associates, experts in
safety management systems in schools
and health facilities, the Westfield
Public School District has invested
over $6 million in implementing and
enhancing safety measures in our 10
school buildings to keep our students
and staff safe. All buildings are
equipped with security cameras, in-
tercom systems, and panic alarms as
well as updated fire alarms and public
address systems. Additionally, the
district’s Emergency Management
Committee and StoneGate meet regu-
larly throughout the year to train staff
and continuously review existing
safety measures.

In the past week, StoneGate, the
Emergency Management Committee,
the Westfield Police Department,
building principals, and district ad-
ministrators have met a number of
times. Mayor Shelley Brindle and
Town Administrator Jim Gildea also
met with the school district’s Super-
intendent Margaret Dolan and Busi-
ness Administrator Dana Sullivan
along with Gretchan Ohlig and Peggy
Oster, the president and vice-presi-
dent of the Board of Education, to
talk about the continued critical coor-
dination between schools, the town
and the police, and to establish en-

hanced communication protocols be-
tween the Town Council and the Board
of Education.

School safety is a top priority for
all of our school district and town
officials. We recognize that it is an
ongoing process and are committed
to consistently working together to
improve and supplement our prac-
tices. Every effort is made to commu-
nicate with parents of students lo-
cated at a school in the midst of a
crisis as soon as verified information
is made available. At times, best prac-
tices limit the security details that can
be shared, which may seem frustrat-
ing in times of crisis, but rest assured
it is done for the safety of our stu-
dents.

In order to give the public the op-
portunity to hear firsthand about ex-
isting school safety measures, we have
invited StoneGate to make a presen-
tation at the Board of Education meet-
ing on Tuesday, February 27. The
meeting will be held at 302 Elm Street
and begins at 7:30 p.m. The meeting
also will be recorded and posted to
the school district website for those
unable to be there.

As always, we welcome your input
and feedback.

Gretchan Ohlig, BOE President
Mayor Shelley Brindle

Westfield

When blue turns yellow. Writing
these words turns my stomach that an
officer froze and failed to come to the
aid of these children who were under
fire. His inaction was unconscionable.
The young lives that could have been
saved we will never know, but the
heartache and the unbelievable pain
of losing a child the parents know.

How can I speak straight forward
about this cowardly police officer?
Because I was a police officer for
over 25 years in the City of East
Orange and during that time I faced
death more times than I care to men-
tion. In each case I was scared as hell
and under that stress, your heartbeat
skyrockets, all your senses are inten-
sified, adrenaline is mainlining
throughout your entire being but, you

do what you swore to do, Protect And
Defend.

When you take the oath of a police
officer, you agree to accept the risk.
In the law enforcement code of eth-
ics, it reads in part ‘a law enforcement
officer’s fundamental duty is to serve
mankind, to safeguard lives and pro-
tect the innocent, maintain courageous
calm in the face of danger.’

This officer who froze into a self-
preservation mode committed a most
cowardly act. For those of you out
there who wear the badge and have
any doubt of your intestinal fortitude
to run towards danger, to put your life
on the line for others, then turn in
your badge and save lives.

Walter Sosnosky
Kenilworth

Our thanks to those individuals
and families who have generously
supported the 2018 Parent Teacher
Council (PTC) Scholarship Fund.
To date, we have raised approxi-
mately $16,000 for the Fund. For
those who have not yet contributed,
there is still time, and we need your
support!

Established in 1957, The PTC
Scholarship Fund benefits graduat-
ing Westfield High School seniors
who demonstrate financial need, aca-
demic perseverance and community
involvement. The 8 to 12 scholar-
ships awarded annually - which last
year totaled $20,000 - truly do make
a difference in the lives of the gradu-
ating seniors. Each year, the PTC
Scholarship Fund Committee must
make tough decisions when selecting
recipients, and due to limited funds,

must unfortunately turn away several
worthy applicants.

The PTC Scholarship Fund relies
solely on the generosity of our com-
munity for donations. Please help us
meet the needs of our students in the
Class of 2018 by supporting this Fund.
Your donation, no matter what the
size, will be greatly appreciated and
will help us move closer to our goal of
providing at least $20,000 in awards
again this year.

Please make your donation pay-
able to “Westfield PTC Scholarship”
and mail by April 1 to:

Westfield PTC, 302 Elm Street,
Westfield, NJ 07090, attention: Donna
Kenney.

Thank you, in advance, for your
support.

Scholarship Fund Committee
Jane Collins

As speech-language pathologists
across New Jersey prepare to mark
“National March into Literacy
Month,” let’s address the alarming
number of young children who spend
countless hours a day on a handheld
screen.

According to a study from the Pe-
diatric Academic Societies Meeting,
the more time that children under two
years spend on smartphones, tablets
and electronic games, the more likely
they are to experience expressive lan-
guage delay.

For the New Jersey Speech-Lan-
guage-Hearing Association, of which
I am a member, this is of no great
surprise. We know our youth learn
language best through interaction and
engagement with others. Toddlers who
hear less language in their homes will
likely have lower vocabulary skills.

According to the 2017 study, 20
percent of the youngsters spent an

average of 28 minutes a day using
screens. Every 30-minute increase in
daily screen time was linked to a 49
percent increased risk of what research-
ers call “expressive speech delay.”

There certainly needs to be more
definitive research, but this one study
reaffirms the professional advice that
we provide parents. Noise and activity
of a screen can be distracting for a
small child, creating a disconnect. If
parents want to use screens as a learn-
ing tool, we strongly suggest they
choose high-quality programming and
watch it with their children, explaining
what they are experiencing together.

With nearly 40 percent of children
now having a mobile device, a stun-
ning increase from just 10 percent in
2011, now is the time to make this
issue a priority.

Robynne Kratchman
Dir., Speech Language Pathology

Westfield

‘Let Them See What They’ve Done’
We take exception to last week’s

letter from Walter Sosnosky regard-
ing the media coverage of the school
shooting in Parkland, Florida. Mr.
Sosnosky questions why it is neces-
sary to show children screaming and
running for their lives, and says that
“graphic and violent scenarios need
not be necessary to present the news.”

Whether he means to or not, he is
supporting the NRA leaders by tak-
ing this position. After every mass
shooting, they are quiet, hoping that
the latest carnage will be quickly for-
gotten, so that they can continue to
press their agenda of easy access to
guns for all. Even now as President
Trump is putting forward some mod-
est proposals to raise the minimum
age for purchasing guns and ban bump

stocks, the NRA is opposing any kind
of restrictions.

The media is right to highlight the
horror of these shootings and the ter-
ror felt by those who experience them.
Only when enough Americans be-
come outraged by the constant threat
of violence will we begin to see any
movement toward sensible gun re-
form.

As Jackie Kennedy said when she
refused to change out of her famous
pink suit because it was covered with
her husband’s blood, “Let them see
what they’ve done.”

Tina Baker
Deirdre Gelinne

Emily Root
Westfield Gun Safety

There Are Far Better Ways For
Government To Spend $30 Million

I was so happy to read that Presi-
dent Trump wants to place the United
States of America in the same league
as North Korea, China and Russia by
staging a military parade. It makes
me so proud to have our democratic
nation placed in the same sentence as
those three freedom loving countries.
I wonder if, while our military mem-
bers are goose stepping past his lord-
ship if they will also have to raise both
arms in salute to our leader-in-chief?

Instead of throwing himself a pa-
rade, the President would do better to
honor military members and veterans
by expanding and improving access
to healthcare, career, education, and
housing services for military person-
nel and veterans. Instead of throwing
himself a parade, Trump would do
better to work to put diplomacy first
and avoid further military conflicts
that put our troops in harm’s way.

Military service members and vet-

erans are facing pressing issues that
must be addressed. Thousands of ac-
tive duty service members are at risk
of losing their lives in endless wars.
Thousands of veterans lack adequate
access to secure housing, jobs, and
healthcare. The United States gov-
ernment still fails to protect too many
service members and veterans from
PTSD and suicide.

Over 900 DACA recipients who
have enlisted to serve our military are
at risk of deportation. Sexual assault
survivors in the military face barriers
to justice and LGBTQ members of
the military continue to face discrimi-
nation.

I believe that there are far better
ways to spend $30 million to assist
our military members. I’m sure that
military members themselves can
think of even more.

Bill Nierstedt
Garwood

Westfield Pediatric
Dental Group

Dentistry for Infants, Children
Adolescents, and Special Needs

555 Westfield Avenue, Westfield
www.kidsandsmiles.com

908-232-1231

Celebrates Children’s
Dental Health Month

Julie Jong, D.M.D.
Board Certified

Timothy P. McCabe, D.M.D.
Board Certified

Kelly Walk, D.D.S.
Board Certified

John Chang, D.D.S.
Board Certified

• New Patients Welcome
• Laser Dentistry
• In Office General Anesthesia

50th Annual 

Westfield Rotary Breakfast 
with the Bands

Enjoy:

Local Musicians,

A Leisurely Breakfast &

a MASSIVE 50/50 raffle

 

Saturday, March 19 2016
8 am - Noon

Westfield High School

Admission: $10 

52nd Annual

Saturday 

March 3rd, 2018

8AM - Noon

Westfield Rotary Breakfast 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Family Law Department of Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski
Presents

Kristin N. Badalamenti, Esq., Jennifer L. Young, Esq.,

Mario C. Gurrieri, Esq. (Chair) and Kristin M. Capalbo, Esq.

4 Lawyers, 4 Levels of Experience, 4 Hourly Rates

All designed to serve your interests in all aspects of divorce including
custody, parenting time, relocation, distribution of assets, alimony, child

support, college costs, prenuptial agreements, mediation, domestic violence,
palimony, post-divorce changes in financial circumstances, and civil unions

Mention this ad to receive a complimentary conference

Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski, P.C.
340 North Avenue

Cranford, New Jersey, 07016
(908) 272-0200

www.dughihewit.com

 MARCH 2018   WESTFIELD MEMORIAL LIBRARY EVENTS 
550 East Broad Street, Westfield 908.789.4090  www.wmlnj.org 

Hours: Mon-Thurs  9:30 am - 9:00 pm  Fri & Sat 9:30 am - 5:00 pm   
Sunday  1:00-5:00 pm 

Closed March 30 for Good Friday and April 1 for Easter 

PROGRAMS FOR ADULTS  CHECK WEBSITE FOR ALL SIGN UP INFO-SOME RESTRICTIONS* 

PROGRAMS FOR CHILDREN-CHECK WEBSITE FOR SIGN UP INFO 

3/1  7:00 pm Enjoy the Silk City Band 

3/2  1:30 pm TGIF! Being Elmo (video) 

3/3  2:00 pm Beyond G Mail (not a hands-on computer class) 

3/7  6:30 pm Photographic Journey through Ireland 

3/9  1:30 pm TGIF! The Gin Game (video) 

3/12  2& 6:30 pm Foreign Film: A United Kingdom  English 

3/16  1:30 pm TGIF! Hamilton: Building America (video) 

3/17  2:00 pm Irish Music with Mark Kilianski 

3/20   2:00 pm Adult Craft: Make a Fabric Wreath* 

3/23  1:30 pm TGIF! Classic Movie: Chicago 

3/2, 9, 16, 23 10:00 am Playgroup for Babies (0-23 mos) 

3/2  3:45 pm Chess Club for Kids-players must know 
how the pieces move-not a class. 

3/5, 12, 19, 26 10:00 am Yoga Storytime 2-5 yrs old w/parent 

3/10  1:00 pm Makers Day 4+ yrs 

3/13  6:30 pm Evening LEGO Club 5+yrs 

3/13, 20, 27 10:30 am 2’s on Thursday Storytime 

3/13, 20, 27  1:00 pm Crafternoon Storytime (3½-5yrs) 

3/15, 22, 29 10:30 am 3’s on Thursday Storytime 

3/24 10:00 am  Paws to Read-for new readers 

DUGHI, HEWIT & DOMALEWSKI

Criminal Defense Matters
State and Municipal Criminal Court

Motor Vehicle Tickets • DWI

Call Brandon Minde, Former Prosecutor

Mention this ad for a complimentary conference

340 North Avenue, Cranford, NJ
(908) 272-0200 • www.dughihewit.com

Reading Is Good For You!



Page 6  Thursday, March 1, 2018 The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

– Obituaries –Selma Zelda Wasserman, Loving Wife,
Mother, Grandmother and Friend

Selma Wasserman passed peace-
fully, surrounded by her family, on
Thursday, February 22, 2018, at the
age of 87.

Funeral services were held on Sun-
day, February 25, 2018, at Bernheim
Apter Kreitzman Suburban Funeral
Chapel of Livingston.

Selma was born in 1930 in Brook-
lyn, N.Y., and was a graduate of New
York University. She lived in Lausanne,
Switzerland, during the early years of
her marriage and then in Westfield,
N.J., for almost 50 years. Selma was a
woman of multiple interests and tal-
ents, with a passion for art, textiles,
selling Judaica, cooking, entertaining
and world travel. She also was an
active member of Temple Emanu-El
of Westfield, a docent at the Jewish
Museum and a chocolate connoisseur.
But, most of all, she was devoted to her
family. She will be sorely missed.

Selma was predeceased by her lov-
ing husband of 65 years, Dr. Harold
Wasserman, and her daughter Donna
Beth. She is survived by her sister,
Arlene Schneider, and her husband,
Wallace, of Boynton Beach, Fla.; her
daughters, Lauren Wasserman of
Brookline, Mass. and Claudia
Wasserman and her husband, Ernie
Olin, of Minneapolis, Minn., and her
son, Jonathan, and his wife, Susan
Wasserman, of Livingston, N.J. She
also is survived by four grandchil-
dren, Aaron Wasserman-Olin,
Rebecca Wasserman-Olin, Ben
Wasserman and Jack Wasserman.

Those who wish to honor Selma’s
memory may donate to the Lifelong
Learning Fund at Temple Emanu-El
in Westfield or for Alzheimer’s sup-
port at alz.org.
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Mountainside Library Lists
Programs For Early March
MOUNTAINSIDE — The

Mountainside Public Library has re-
leased its program schedule for the
first half of March. The library will be
closed on March 30 in observance of
Good Friday.

Tuesday Night Movies this month
will include All Saints (2017, PG) on
March 6; Fanny’s Journey (2016, NR)
on March 13; Maudie (2016, PG-13)
on March 20, and Dunkirk (2017,
PG-13) on March 27. Showtime is
6:30 p.m. for each movie.

Brown Bag Academy: The Great
Courses series will continue on Mon-
days in March, at 1:15 p.m., with
“How to Listen To and Understand
Great Music.” It is narrated by Pro-
fessor Robert Greenberg, Music His-
torian-in-Residence at the San Fran-
cisco Performances. Attendees are
invited to bring their lunch; coffee,
tea and cookies will be served.

“Astronomy in Your Backyard” will
be offered this evening, Thursday,
March 1, at 7 p.m. Mountainside resi-
dent John Sichel, a member of Ama-
teur Astronomers Inc., will present a
lecture introducing the night sky and
the world of amateur astronomy. Af-
ter the lecture participants will go
outside to view the sky with tele-
scopes and binoculars. In the event of
cloudy skies, the program will be
rescheduled to Thursday, March 8.

“Come Read to Kalee” will take
place on Friday, March 2, at 3:30 p.m.
Kalee is a therapy dog who makes her
home in Mountainside. Therapy dogs
are dogs who go with their owners to
volunteer in settings such as schools,
hospitals and nursing homes. This
program is especially designed for
emergent and beginning readers in
kindergarten and first grade. Partici-
pants are invited to cuddle up and
read to Kalee for five to 10 minutes.
They are asked to bring two favorite

books to read when they come. Indi-
viduals must reserve a spot for this
program. Kalee will be at the library
monthly through June.

“Medicare Workshop” will be fea-
tured this Saturday, March 3, at 10:30
a.m. Neil Berger will answer audi-
ence questions in an entertaining for-
mat. This two-hour seminar is geared
toward those approaching Medicare
eligibility within the next few years or
those who are a caregiver for or the
adult child of someone approaching
Medicare eligibility. Participants will
learn what Medicare covers, when to
apply, penalties for late enrollment
and the various options available.

“Aging Services Kiosk” will be pre-
sented Friday, March 9, at 12:30 p.m.
Donna Farrell of the Union County
Department of Human Services Divi-
sion on Aging and Disability Resource
Connection will be at the library to
answer questions about Pharmaceuti-
cal Assistance, Home Energy Assis-
tance/USF Cooling Assistance, Home
Care, Home Delivered or Congregate
Meals and Medicaid Caregiver Relief
Transportation.

The Friday Operas on Film series,
sponsored by the T. Robel Hill Foun-
dation and presented by Mena
Clemson, will take place March 9 at 1
p.m. A 1976 recording of Adriana
Lecouvreur by Francesco Cilèa will
be screened.

Additional programs for March will
be announced. To register for library
programs, visit the library or call (908)
233-0115. The Mountainside Public
Library is located at 1 Constitution
Plaza.

We Possess the Ability
To Improve Our Lives

I N  S E S S I O NI N  S E S S I O NI N  S E S S I O NI N  S E S S I O NI N  S E S S I O N

By Carol Pedro, Exec. Dir.
Youth & Family Counseling Service

It is always a humbling experience
to begin a therapeutic relationship. A
new client gives me another oppor-
tunity to help someone improve their
life.

Oftentimes sessions begin with an
intense emotion. Clients are ready to
“spill their guts,” sharing troubles at
work, relationships falling apart and
painful losses. Valid experiences that
trigger feelings of pain, hurt and an-
ger. It is hard not to identify with one
or all of these experiences and feel-
ings. Offering undivided attention and
a non-judging safe place, we begin
our therapeutic journey.

While establishing boundaries and
developing a trusting relationship, I
listen, I empathize. Sometimes for
many sessions. Timing my interven-
tions in the most effective way. How-
ever, at some point there must be mild
confrontation, reframing in a support-
ive, compassionate way. Challenging
the “old” thinking and expectations.

Many clients live in the problem,
not the solution. The truth is only you
can change. Therapy cannot change

your situation. All the therapy in the
world cannot change your family,
work, friends or life’s hardships.  The
change can only come from you.

Some suggestions: Be grateful. Be
positive. Be kind. Be willing. Be flex-
ible. Expect little. Be more accept-
ing. Do the “right” thing.

Remember “to thine own self be
true.” Always love yourself.

When we change our own thinking,
our own responses, our own behav-
ior, we are creating the change that
can improve our situations. When we
are stuck, unwilling, rigid and ego-
driven there leaves little room for
good, positive experiences.

Be diligent – working on you all the
time. You will be better prepared to
get through the difficult times, be-
cause they will come...that’s life.

* * *

Carol M. Pedro is a licensed thera-
pist with Youth and Family Counsel-
ing Service, 233 Prospect Street,
Westfield, N.J. 07090; (908) 233-
2042. Website: yfcsnj.org.

Library Events to Salute
Ireland and Irish Music

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Memorial Library will host a pho-
tographic “Journey through Ireland”
on Wednesday, March 7, at 6:30
p.m., and “Irish Music with Mark
Kilianski” on Saturday, March 17,
at 2 p.m. The library is located at
550 East Broad Street.

In the first program, world trav-
eler and photographer Joel Simpson
will present wild, ancient and hidden
Ireland. Mr. Simpson’s art and pho-
tography have been showcased in
New York, Colorado, Seattle,
Barcelona and Paris. His work has
been published in many art and pho-
tography magazines, including Cam-
era Arts and Focus. His last program
at the library was an “Around the
World” photographic journey.

The March 17 event will feature
Mark Kilianski on guitar and Deb
Shebish on fiddle as they carry on
the tradition of Irish music. They
will play lively reels and jigs, bois-
terous pub songs and tender bal-
lads, as well as tell the stories and
history that go along with them.

After establishing a musical con-
nection at the Appalachian String
Band Festival in West Virginia, the
two teamed up to bring Irish music
to the people of New Jersey and
Pennsylvania. A Berklee College of
Music graduate and New Jersey
native, Mr. Kilianski tours full time
as a solo artist, and with the Ameri-
cana duo Hoot and Holler.

He has won awards at The Appa-

lachian String Band Festival (sec-
ond place Neo-Trad Contest) and
Mount Airy, N.C. Old Fiddlers Con-
vention (fourth place Guitar Con-
test). In 2016, he was featured in the
book “New Jersey Folk Revival:
History and Tradition” for his work
as a guitar and banjo player, singer,
songwriter and interpreter/advocate
of traditional Appalachian and coun-
try music.

Ms. Shebish holds a master’s de-
gree in Scottish Studies from the
University of Edinburgh, Scotland,
and has performed folk and classi-
cal music with the likes of Mairead
Ni Mhaonaigh, Ric Blair, Tim
O’Brien and The Three Irish Ten-
ors. She teaches and performs in the
Philadelphia, Pa. area and is a docu-
mentarian of music in Philadelphia,
the Balkans, and her home state of
Indiana.

These programs are open to
Westfield Memorial Library and
MURAL cardholders. MURAL
cardholders belong to the 43 librar-
ies that are part of the Middlesex
Union Reciprocal Agreement Li-
braries. Interested persons are en-
couraged to visit the Westfield Me-
morial Library website, wmlnj.org,
and click on the “About Us” tab to
see if their library is a MURAL
participant. To register for either or
both of these programs, visit
wmlnj.org and click on the Online
Calendar, or call (908) 789-4090,
option 0.

Free NAMI Family Program
To Commence March 22

CLARK — Beginning on March
22, the Union County Chapter of
NAMI (National Alliance on Men-
tal Illness) will present its Family-
to-Family Education Program. The
course will meet from 7 to 9:30
p.m. on Thursday evenings over a
consecutive 12-week period, end-
ing on May 31. It is free of charge,
with all necessary materials fur-
nished at no cost.

The course is offered specifically
to the parents, siblings, spouses,
teenage and adult children and sig-
nificant others of individuals with
severe and persistent mental illness.
In a confidential setting, loved ones
will learn how to understand and
support their ill relative while main-
taining their own well-being. The
program is not appropriate for indi-
viduals who, themselves, suffer from
one of the major mental disorders.
The course is taught by NAMI mem-
bers who have completed intensive
training.

Curriculum topics will include

schizophrenia, bipolar disorder
(manic depression), clinical de-
pression, panic disorder, obsessive-
compulsive disorder and other con-
ditions; the clinical treatment of
these illnesses and how caregivers
can learn to cope more effectively.
Attendees will learn about the bi-
ology of the brain, new research,
medications, skills needed to suc-
cessfully communicate with a rela-
tive and how to deal with critical
periods. Other topics include ad-
vocacy, fighting stigma and prob-
lem-solving.

Classes will meet at St. Agnes
Roman Catholic Church, located
at 332 Madison Hill Road, Clark.
Registration is required prior to
the beginning of the course. To
register, call Pat at (732) 382-0762
or e-mail patroman2@aol.com.
Those registering by e-mail are
asked to include in the subject line:
F2F class. An F2F teacher will re-
spond with the details. Refresh-
ments will be served.

Joseph H. Pate, 91, Retired
From Genesco After 41 Years

Joseph H. Pate, age 91, of Gallatin,
Tenn., passed away Saturday, Febru-
ary 24, 2018. Mr. Pate was born March
28, 1926, son of the late John Henry
Pate and Adeline Hays
Pate of Hendersonville,
Tenn. In addition to his
parents, he is preceded in
death by his wife, Eliza-
beth Arthur Pate of
Westfield, N.J.; son, Jo-
seph Martin Pate of
Howell, N.J.; sister, Vir-
ginia Pate Lee of Signal
Mountain, Tenn., and
brother, Robert Pate of
Gallatin, Tenn. He is sur-
vived by his daughter,
Elizabeth Miller of
Littleton, Colo.; his three
sons, John Pate (Cheri) of Ringoes,
N.J., James Pate (Joan) of Aiken,
S.C., and Jeffrey Pate (Cheri) of
Westfield, N.J.; daughter-in-law,
Sharon Cooner Pate of Boston, Mass.;
and brother, Stephen Pate (Suzanne)
of Hendersonville, Tenn. He later was
married to the late Margaret
Alexander Pate of Gallatin, Tenn.,
and is survived also by her two daugh-
ters, Jean A. Wyatt and Anne A.
Johnson, both of Germantown, Tenn.
Also surviving are nine grandchil-
dren, four step-grandchildren, seven
great-grandchildren and two step-
great-grandchildren.

Mr. Pate grew up in East Nashville
and graduated from Duncan School.
After serving in the Air Force during
World War II, he graduated from
Vanderbilt University. He retired from
Genesco after 41 years, where he
served in various positions in the
Retail, Wholesale and International
Divisions. He was an active member
of the First United Methodist Church
and the Hester Ward Sunday School
Class. He was a Mason, member of
the Corinthian Masonic Lodge No.

414. After his retirement, he enjoyed
playing golf, delivering Meals on
Wheels to shut-ins, gathering family
genealogy facts with his brother, and

traveling, especially vis-
iting with his family. He
was thankful for the sev-
eral golfing buddies who
were patient while he
tried to learn the game,
and enjoyed the old “un-
employed philosophers
and Historians” in his
Coffee Club who shared
their wisdom and solu-
tions to local and worldly
problems each morning.
He always looked for-
ward to his Monday and
Tuesday bridge clubs. His

Hester Ward Sunday School Class
and its teachers were very special to
him. He appreciated all his friends
and the contributions they each made
to help make his life more complete
and enjoyable.

Private visitation and a graveside
service will be held for the family. A
memorial service to celebrate his life
will be at the Gallatin First United
Methodist Church at 1 p.m. on Friday,
March 2, with Reverend James C.
Johnson, Jr. officiating. Fellowship
time and visitation with the family will
follow the memorial service in the
Fellowship Hall. In lieu of flowers,
memorials may be made to the Gallatin
First United Methodist Church Meals
on Wheels, 149 West Main Street,
Gallatin, TN 37066; Ashley’s Place,
315 West Smith Street, Gallatin, TN
37066; or a charity of your choice.
Online condolences may be submitted
at alexandergallatin.com. Alexander
Funeral Home & Cremation Center is
in charge of arrangements, located at
584 Nashville Pike, Gallatin, TN, (615)
502-0011, Obit Line (615) 502-0555.
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Imagine Workshop to Help
Change ‘Bullies to Buddies’
WESTFIELD — Imagine, A Cen-

ter for Coping with Loss, is offer-
ing a “Bullies to Buddies” work-
shop and training program on
Thursday, March 8, from 6:30 to 8
p.m. The center is located at 244
Sheffield Street, Mountainside.

Imagine Clinical Training Direc-
tor Connie Palmer, a Licensed
Clinical Social Worker and certi-
fied Bullies to Buddies trainer, will
be lead the workshop.

According to Imagine, while bul-
lying is a challenge for many stu-
dents, grieving children and youth
are more likely to be bullied or to
become a bully.

The Bullies to Buddies method
fosters resilience by showing par-
ticipants how to respond to verbal
aggression. Children from third
grade up, parents, school staff
members and any interested com-
munity members are welcome to
attend, whether or not they have
had a recent loss.

Interested persons are asked to
respond by Tuesday, March 6, to
Connie Palmer at
connie@imaginenj.org. Pizza will

be served prior to the workshop.
Imagine is a free grief support

center that serves all of Union
County and beyond. For more in-
formation, visit Imagine’s website
at imaginenj.org or call (908) 264-
3100.

Women’s Lenten Tea
To Be On Sunday

SPRINGFIELD — Women from
Springfield and the surrounding com-
munities are invited to a Women’s
Lenten Tea and Theology program
this Sunday, March 4, at 3 p.m., at St.
James the Apostle Roman Catholic
Church, located at 41 South Spring-
field Avenue, Springfield.

Julie Burkey, D.Min., adjunct pro-
fessor of theology at Immaculate
Conception Seminary School of The-
ology, will speak on responding “yes”
to God’s invitation to spiritual re-
newal. Tea, sandwiches and scones
will be served.

The cost is $15. For more informa-
tion or to register, contact Kim Mailley
at kmailley@saintjamesparish.org or
call (973) 951-1631.

Joseph H. Pate

Margaret Lieberman Cimei, Westfield
BOE Dir. of Community Relations

Longtime Westfield resident Mar-
garet Ann Lieberman Cimei, 82, died
peacefully on Saturday, February 24,
2018. Maggie was born in Mahanoy
City, Pa., and graduated from
Mahanoy City High
School in 1953. She at-
tended Penn State Uni-
versity, where she was a
member of Theta Sigma
Phi, a professional jour-
nalism society, and
graduated in 1957 with a
Bachelor of Arts in Jour-
nalism. At Penn State,
Maggie met the love of
her life, Anthony G.
Cimei, also from
Mahanoy City, and they
married in June 1959.

Maggie was passionate about her
family, her career, and her commu-
nity. She started her career as a staff
writer for the Atlantic City Press’
Cumberland County edition. After a
move to New York City, she became
the editor of The Sperry and
Hutchinson Company Magazine. On
the advice of a business colleague,
Anthony and Maggie moved to
Westfield in 1962 and never left,
making their home first on Walnut
Street, then Bradford Avenue, then
Lawrence Avenue and finally Clark
Street.

After time at home raising her two
sons, Maggie began volunteering in
the Westfield Board of Education
office, writing press releases on what
she saw as positive school initiatives
that were not getting out to the pub-
lic. Her volunteer work led to a full-
time position, and after 25 years of
service to the BOE she retired as
Director of Community Relations in
1995.

Maggie shared her abundant en-
thusiasm and energy by volunteer-

ing with many local organizations,
including Holy Trinity Church, the
Junior League of Elizabeth-
Plainfield, the Junior Woman’s Club
of Westfield (President 1968-1969),

the Children’s Special-
ized Hospital in
Mountainside, the Col-
lege Woman’s Club of
Westfield, the Westfield
Foundation (Trustee
1998-2004), and as a
board member of Casa
Bonita II and
Cowperthwaite Square
condominium associa-
tions.

She was predeceased
by her husband of 57
years, Anthony G. Cimei;

parents, Joseph and Mary (Curtin)
Lieberman, and her brothers, John
and Charles Lieberman. She will be
deeply missed by her sons, A. Kevin
(Ina) and Curt (Leslie) Cimei of
Annandale and Westfield, N.J.;
grandchildren, Katherine, Elizabeth,
Colin and Cooper; brother, Joseph
Lieberman; sister, Mary Loizeaux,
and many nieces and nephews.

Relatives and friends are kindly
invited to visit the Dooley Colonial
Funeral Home, 556 Westfield Av-
enue, Westfield, on Friday, March 2,
from 4 to 7 p.m. The Funeral Mass
will be celebrated on Saturday,
March 3, at 9:30 a.m., at the Holy
Trinity Roman Catholic Church in
Westfield. Interment at Fairview
Cemetery in Westfield will follow
the Mass. In lieu of flowers, dona-
tions may be made to The Education
Fund of Westfield (westfieldnj.com/
edfund) or the Children’s Special-
ized Hospital (childrens-
specialized.org/giving).

March 1, 2018 David A. Otto, 70, Decorated Veteran;
Dedicated Father and Grandfather

David Arthur Otto, 70, of New Brit-
ain, Conn., died on Thursday, Febru-
ary 22, 2018, at his home. Born on
April 21, 1947 in Elizabeth, N.J., the
son of the late Herbert and Marguer-
ite (McClure) Otto, he was raised in
Westfield, N.J., where he was active
in the Boy Scouts and graduated from
Westfield Senior High School. He
attended Waynesburg College and was
a fraternity brother of Tau Kappa
Epsilon.

In 1968, he took a hiatus from his
college studies for a tour of duty in
the Vietnam War, where he served in
the U.S. Army from 1968 to 1974 and
became a decorated veteran.

He later returned to the states and
received his bachelor’s degree in fi-
nance from Fairleigh Dickinson Uni-
versity in Madison, N.J. David began
his career as an accountant for Ben-
eficial Corporation in Morristown,
N.J., where he became the beloved
coach of the women’s softball team.
He later worked as a controller at
Phillips Credit Corp. in New York
City and Champion Mortgage in
Parsippany, N.J.

As a dedicated father, he spent many
weekends camping, canoeing, coach-
ing sports and sitting through the oc-
casional dance competition. He was
an avid bridge player who competed
weekly for over 40 years in the Friday
Night Men’s Bridge League in
Florham Park, N.J., and more recently,
played in tournaments at The
Montclair Golf Club in West Orange,
N.J., receiving multiple master points.
He also enjoyed fresh-water fishing
and was a loyal fan to the New York
Mets, even in the 1990s. He was a

classic movie buff, enjoyed the music
of great storytellers such as Neil Dia-
mond and Billy Joel, and was never
without a package of peppermint
Mentos.

Over the last two years, he spent
most of his time relishing in the pre-
cious moments and memories made
with his only grandson.

He is survived by his two daugh-
ters, Jennifer Otto of New Britain,
Conn. and Meredith Otto of Port Or-
ange, Fla.; his grandson, Wesley Otto
of New Britain, Conn.; two brothers,
Robert Otto and his wife, Virginia, of
Wellesley, Mass. and Richard Otto
and his wife, Elaine, of Cumberland,
R.I.; five nephews, Robert Otto, Mat-
thew Otto, Andrew Otto, William
Collingwood and Christopher
Collingwood; three nieces, Kate
Chebly, Diana Fitzgerald and Tami
Collingwood; a cousin, Nancy
LaBahn; his former spouse,
Rosemarie Collingwood-Cole; and
dear friend, Theri Japko.

Calling hours were held on Tues-
day, February 27, at the Molloy Fu-
neral Home, 906 Farmington Avenue,
West Hartford, Conn., (860) 232-
1322. A private funeral service will
be held at a later date.

In lieu of flowers, donations in his
memory may be made to the Disabled
American Veterans (DAV) Charitable
Service Trust, which supports physi-
cal and psychological rehabilitation
programs that provide direct service
to ill, injured, or wounded veterans.

Online expressions of sympathy
may be made at
www.molloyfuneralhome.com.
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Robert Selig to Be Speaker
At SAR Annual Dinner

WESTFIELD — The Sons of the
American Revolution (SAR), West
Fields Chapter will hold its annual
dinner on Wednesday, March 21, at 7
p.m. It will take place at the Echo
Lake Country Club, located at 515
Springfield Avenue, Westfield.

New members will be recognized
and awards presented. The dinner
also will feature a special guest
speaker, award-winning historian
Robert A. Selig, Ph.D., who has done
extensive historical consulting work
on the Washington-Rochambeau Na-
tional Historic Trail (nps.gov/waro/
index.htm), part of which passes
through Westfield.

Mr. Selig has worked for some 17
years with the National Park Service
and each of the nine states, plus Wash-
ington, D.C., through which the “Revo-
lutionary Route” passes, striving to
honor and help preserve it. During the
SAR dinner he will discuss the history
of the trail, including that portion which
passes through the heart of Westfield.

The trail’s importance to the vic-
tory of the American and French forces
at Yorktown in 1781 is widely recog-
nized, and in recent years led to the
creation of the National Washington-
Rochambeau Revolutionary Route
Association Inc. (W3R-US.org), dedi-
cated to the preservation of the route
and its history. Partial funding for Mr.
Selig’s appearance has been provided
by The Washington-Rochambeau
Revolutionary Route-NJ Association
(W3R-NJ.org) and by the national
organization.

In recognition of his efforts, Mr.
Selig in 2012 received the Distin-
guished Patriot Award from the Na-
tional Society of the Sons of the
American Revolution, and from the
French government, Les Palmes
Académiques.

The dinner is open to the public.
The dress code for Echo Lake Coun-
try Club is jacket and tie for men and
cocktail attire for women. A cash bar
will open at 6 p.m. with dinner fol-
lowing at 7 p.m.

The cost is $50 per person. Checks
should be made payable to the West
Fields SAR. Interested persons are
asked to RSVP by Sunday, March 18,
to: Bruce Ryno, 77 Willow Avenue,
North Plainfield, N.J. 07060.

For more information, contact
Warren Fristensky, SAR West Fields
Chapter president, at (908) 654-1731
or wfristensky@gmail.com.

Margaret Cimei

Caregivers Meeting
To Be Held Monday

WESTFIELD — A support group
for those caring for elderly or chroni-
cally ill loved ones will meet on Mon-
day, March 5. Meetings of the group
take place on the first non-holiday
Monday of each month, at 7:30 p.m.,
in the parish center of St. Helen’s
Roman Catholic Church on Lamberts
Mill Road in Westfield.

These are information and sharing
sessions. For more information, in-
terested persons are invited to call
Marilyn Ryan at (908) 233-8757.goleader.com/form/bulletin

Are You Minding
Your Own Business?
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Genealogical Society Invites
Community to ‘Ask Granny’

WESTFIELD — The Genealogi-
cal Society of the West Fields will
present “Ask Granny,” a program
for all levels of genealogical re-
search that starts with the old la-
ment “I wish I had asked my grand-
mother about that!” It will take place
on Thursday, March 8, at 1 p.m., at
the Westfield Memorial Library.

Jane Mackesy, past president of
the Hudson County Genealogical
and Historical Society, will explore
the process starting with pencil and
paper and incorporating pointers for
hands-on research in dusty reposi-
tories of all descriptions and the
advantages of going to the Internet.
Beginning and staying organized,
always a challenge with this paper-
producing hobby, will be discussed.

Ms. Mackesy has presented this
program to several women’s clubs
and other social organizations in
recent years. A retired school coun-
selor and genealogist for decades,
she believes in passing on the “pas-

sion” of family research and has
been the creator and coach for a
sixth-grade genealogy club.

She aims to “push” the audience
into the tried-and-true adage of “writ-
ing down what you and your rela-
tives know” and moving on from
there. Advanced researchers can take
advantage of the occasion to freshen
up their skills and review areas where
they can “take another look.”

Paper materials for audience
members will be available so ev-
eryone can get started or take an-
other step.

This program is open to the pub-
lic and is free of charge. Light re-
freshments will be served and there
will be an opportunity for questions
and answers. The Westfield Memo-
rial Library is located at 550 East
Broad Street.

Miller-Cory Program
To Celebrate Tea

WESTFIELD — The Miller-Cory
House Museum will feature a pro-
gram entitled “A Spot of Tea” this
Sunday, March 4, between 2 and 4
p.m., highlighting the most popular
beverage in the world. The museum
is located at 614 Mountain Avenue,
Westfield.

The story of tea is filled with leg-
ends, world history, intrigue and in-
ternational commerce. From religious
ceremonies to political statements,
tea has come to symbolize more than
just a drink. The museum presenta-
tion will include history, customs and
a display of different tea varieties.

Sunday’s program also will include
museum tours and demonstrations of
open-hearth cooking using early
American recipes, ingredients and
techniques. Admission is $4 for ages
13 and older; $3 for ages 3 to 12, and
free for those under age 3.

Among other upcoming programs
at the museum is “Maple Sugar Sun-
day” on March 18. For more informa-
tion, visit the museum’s Facebook
page, call the office weekday morn-
ings at (908) 232-1776 or e-mail
millercorymuseum@gmail.com. The
museum website is
millercoryhouse.org.

AARP Chapter 4137
To Meet Monday

WESTFIELD AREA — The
Westfield Area AARP Chapter 4137
will hold its next meeting on Monday,
March 5, at 1 p.m. The meeting will
take place at the Scotch Hills Country
Club, located at Jerusalem Road and
Plainfield Avenue, Scotch Plains.

Arlene Ferris Waks, director of
Complaints and Investors Outreach
at the New Jersey Bureau of Securi-
ties/Investor Outreach, will be the
guest speaker. Ms. Ferris will give an
overview of the agency, what it does,
and its main functions.

Refreshments and fellowship will
follow the business meeting. Anyone
with questions is asked to call Ilse
Heinemeyer at (908) 322-1788.

Emerald Soc. to Host
Irish Party March 10
COUNTY — The Union County

Emerald Society will host an Irish
party on Saturday, March 10, from
2 to 7 p.m., at the Kenilworth Vet-
erans Center following the Union
County St. Patrick’s Day Parade.
Proceeds from the event will ben-
efit the Jack Casey Memorial
Scholarship Fund.

Irish entertainment will be pro-
vided by Brian Kennedy. Tickets
are $25 and include beer, wine,
soda, corned beef and hot dogs.

The Union County Emerald So-
ciety, a fraternal organization of
law enforcement officers and
firefighters of Irish descent, has
deep roots in the communities of
Union County and strives to cel-
ebrate Irish heritage and culture
while also supporting important
causes including Project Children
and the Union County Baseball
League.

For tickets and more informa-
tion, call (908) 276-8766. Tickets
also will be available at the door.
The Kenilworth Veterans Center is
located at 33 South 21st Street,
Kenilworth.

PURIM GIFTS...Volunteers from the Sisterhood of Congregation Beth Israel in
Scotch Plains prepared gift bags February 21 with masks, noisemakers, treats
and traditional hamentashen cookies to be delivered to the entire congregation
before the Jewish holiday of Purim. Sixth- and seventh-grade students in the
synagogue’s religious school also participated in this Purim mitzvah (good deed)
by helping to assemble the bags. In keeping with the synagogue’s efforts to go
green, this year’s gift bags featured reusable wine totes imprinted with Congre-
gation Beth Israel’s logo. The Sisterhood also donated Purim gift bags and
additional pounds of hamentashen to residents of AristaCare at Cedar Oaks, a
nursing home in South Plainfield, and to the senior program at the JCC of
Central New Jersey in Scotch Plains. Pictured, from left to right, are: Carrie
Jaffe and Debbie Abrams, Purim Outreach co-chairwomen, and Marcia Wiener,
Sisterhood president.

CABIN CAMPING...Holy Trinity Boy Scout Troop 73 of Westfield visited Bass
River State Forest in Tuckerton, N.J., January 19 to 21 for their winter cabin
camping trip. The trip prepared the Scouts for the Klondike Derby, an annual
Scout competition held in the Watchung Reservation, on January 27. The
activities at winter cabin camping included fire building, first aid, shelter-building
skills and tomahawk throwing, among other things. The extreme cold weather
proved challenging, but all Scouts were well prepared and enjoyed their weekend.
The preparation paid off, with Troop 73’s Golden Goose patrol winning third
place at the Klondike Derby this year.

Scotch Plains Library Offers
Adult and Youth Activities

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch
Plains Public Library has announced
various programs for both youth and
adults taking place at the library dur-
ing early March.

The community is invited to at-
tend a screening of The Quiet Man,
starring John Wayne and Maureen
O’Hara, on Friday, March 2, at noon.
In this 1952 classic, a retired Ameri-
can boxer returns to the village of his
birth in Ireland, where he finds love.
This film is free and open to all.
Registration is not required.

On Wednesday, March 7, at 6 p.m.,
teens in grades 5 to 12 are invited to
the Coding Club. The library will
provide Microsoft Surface tablets
and iPads, along with suggestions
for websites and programs that can
teach useful coding skills. No for-
mal instruction will be given; stu-
dents can pick the programs and
websites that match their level of
skills. No registration is required but
space is limited and tablets will be
distributed on a first-come, first-
served basis.

On Thursday, March 8, at 3 p.m.,
the Young Adult Chat Club will meet
to discuss “Books, Movies, and TV
Shows that Changed Your Life” and
any other topics of interest.

Additionally, the library’s after-
school club meets every Monday
and Wednesday, from 3:30 to 4:30
p.m., in the library’s downstairs meet-
ing room. Students in grades 5 to 8
are invited to relax, socialize, com-
plete homework, play games, have
snacks and explore maker activities
with friends.

In celebration of Makers Day, on
Friday, March 9, the public will have
an opportunity to create a stylish
ceramic tile coaster with a nail pol-
ish border. They can mark it with a
dry-erase marker so everyone knows
which drink is theirs. This is an
adults-only workshop; participants
may walk in between 10 and 11 a.m.
while supplies last. Registration is
not required.

For more information on any of
these programs, visit scotlib.org, call
(908) 322-5007, extension no. 204,
e-mail library@scotlib.org or stop
by the library Reference Desk. The
Scotch Plains Public Library is lo-
cated at 1927 Bartle Avenue, one
block from Park Avenue, in the cen-
ter of the township.

Biographer to Discuss
Louis Bamberger

SCOTCH PLAINS — A presenta-
tion entitled “Louis Bamberger” will
take place on Sunday, March 18, at 7
p.m., at Temple Sholom. Admission
is free and open to the public.

Biographer Linda Forgosh will dis-
cuss Mr. Bamberger’s upbringing as
the child of German Jewish immi-
grants and his rise to fame as the
founder of the L. Bamberger & Co.
department store in Newark, which
grew to be New Jersey’s largest de-
partment store and the sixth largest
department store in the country dur-
ing its glory years.

Temple Sholom is located at 1925
Lake Avenue, Scotch Plains. For more
information, call (908) 889-4900.

Wednesday Morning Club
Plans Events For March

CRANFORD — The Wednesday
Morning Club has announced its
schedule of events for March.

The club’s business meeting will
be held on Wednesday, March 7, at
the Cranford Community Center,

located at 220 Walnut Avenue. Club
President Sue Driscoll will begin
the meeting at 10 a.m. Guest speaker
John Prescott, the History Program
coordinator for the County of Union,
will present a program at 10:30 a.m.
entitled “Famous Women of Union
County — Past and Present.” All
are welcome.

On Tuesday, March 13, the Pub-
lic Affairs Department will meet at
the home of club member Jane Reilly
at 1 p.m. Attendees are requested to
bring news articles that they wish to
share and discuss. Interested per-
sons are asked to call Ms. Reilly if
planning to attend.

The Arts and Crafts Department
will meet at 10 a.m. on Tuesday,
March 20, at the Cranford Commu-
nity Center. The project for the
group will be announced at a later
date.

The club luncheon will take place
on Wednesday, March 21, at
Giovanna’s Restaurant, located at
1462 South Avenue, Plainfield. Judy
England McCarthy, a member of
the New Jersey Storytelling Net-
work, will entertain attendees with
some of her original stories. The
luncheon begins at 12:30 p.m. and
the cost is $21. Interested persons
are asked to call Jane Reilly to make
reservations.

On Monday, March 26, at 1 p.m.,
the Literature Department will meet
at the home of club member Sandi
Jacobs. Ms. Jacobs will lead a dis-
cussion of the book “The Tea Girl
of Hummingbird Lane” by Lisa See.
Interested persons are asked to call
Ms. Jacobs if they plan to attend.

For more information about The
Wednesday Morning Club, call
Vice-President Carolyn Moran at
(908) 233-5635 or e-mail her at
caromm@comcast.net.

Psychotherapy —
Marriage and Family Therapy

Peter M. Kalellis

Dr. Peter M. Kalellis, a licensed
therapist and author of 14 self-help
books, along with his associate, a
member of the American Association
of Marriage and Family Therapy, of-
fers Psychotherapy for individuals,
Marriage and Family Therapy at his
office, 232 St. Paul Street in Westfield,
N.J.

Individuals facing personal prob-
lems or married couples in difficult
relationships experience VIP service,
discover options and find solutions.

For clients who are having finan-
cial difficulties, a sliding scale pay-
ment is provided.

Phone number: (908) 232-6118 or
E-mail: kalellis717@verizon.net.

NJ Miles with Moms 5k,
One-Mile On Tap May 6

CRANFORD — Registration is now
open for the seventh annual 5k and
one-mile fundraiser, NJ Miles with
Moms, benefiting the Mothers’ Center
of Central New Jersey (MCCNJ). It
will take place on Sunday, May 6, at
Nomahegan Park in Cranford.

This family event will feature a
disc jockey, raffle and children’s ac-
tivities run by Tinkergarten and Cre-
ative Kids, among others. The fun
kicks off at 9 a.m. with the one-miler,
followed by the 5k at 9:30 a.m. and
kids’ fun run at 10:30 a.m.

Pre-registration fees on
racemine.com are $25 for adults and
teens age 13 and up and $12 for
children age 12 and under. Registra-
tion increases to $30 and $15, re-
spectively, on the day of the event.
The kids’ fun run, for ages 6 and

under, is free. Registration fees are
non-refundable; discounts are avail-
able for two or more registrants who
sign up at the same time.

The 5k will be chip-timed and
awards will be given to the registered
top finisher in the following five cat-
egories: Top Male Adult/Teen overall,
Top Female Adult/Teen overall, Top
5K Child, Top Adult pushing a child,
and Top MCCNJ Member/Alumni. A
participation award will be given to all
registered participants of the fun run.

The MCCNJ is a non-profit orga-
nization committed to supporting
mothers through motherhood. It of-
fers multiple opportunities for local
mothers and children to connect
through daytime activities and
evening outings. For more details,
visit njmileswithmoms.org.

Single Size: 10 Weeks $275 • Double Size: 10 Weeks $425 • Call Jeff at 908-232-4407 • email Ad PDF to sales@goleader.com

Goods & Services You Need

  

Lawn Sprinklers

www.Hydro-TekLtd.com
(908) 276-1062

OLIVER A

PAVING

908-753-7281

Driveways • Parking Lots

Seal Coating • Railroad Ties

Belgian Block Curbing

Drainage Problems

Cement Sidewalks

“Serving the area for over 60 years”

Family Owned & Operated
Fully Insured • FREE Estimates

30 Years
Experience

Handyman

(908) 462.4755
Mr. Reliable

BLACK TOP

PAVING
DRIVEWAYS

PARKING LOTS

CONCRETE

BRICK PAVERS

908-889-4422
FREE ESTIMATES

JK’s Painting &

Wall Covering

Interior Painting
Wallpaper Installation

Crown Molding
Plaster & Sheet Rock Repair

Call Joe Klingebiel

908-322-1956
FULLY INSURED                  FREE ESTIMATES

ANGELO QUERQUES

20 YEARS EXPERIENCE
ALL TYPES OF MASONRY WORK

Paver Walkways
Sidewalks

Steps
Culture Stone

Water Proofing

Phone: 973-672-7599

Cell: 973-222-7335

Fanwood Library to Be Site
For New Jersey Makers Day
FANWOOD — Community mem-

bers of all ages are invited to come
to the Fanwood Memorial Library
on Saturday, March 10, for the
Fourth Annual New Jersey Makers
Day, featuring a variety of STEAM
(Science, Technology, Engineering,
Arts and Math) activities.

Coding games, snap circuits, 3D-
pens, button making and
MakeyMakey projects are just a
sampling of the planned activities.

Perthea Brown will teach a jew-
elry-making class from 11:30 a.m. to
1 p.m. All materials will be supplied
by the Friends of the Fanwood Me-
morial Library. Registration is re-
quired, so interested persons are asked
to call or stop by the library to reserve
their spot. No pre-registration is re-
quired for the other fun technology-
based and do-it-yourself activities that
will take place throughout the day.

New Jersey Makers Day is a state-
wide event that celebrates and pro-
motes the values associated with
making, tinkering and STEAM-
based learning. In 2017, New Jer-
sey Makers Day drew more than
85,000 individual attendees to over
300 participating “maker spaces”

across all 21 counties in the state.
Participating sites included schools,
colleges and universities, libraries,
museums and other educational or-
ganizations.

The Fanwood Memorial Library
is located at 5 Forest Road. For
more information on Makers Day
or any library programs, visit
fanwoodlibrary.org or call (908)
322-6400.

Ketubah Unit Posts
Buffet Dinner Date

SCOTCH PLAINS — The B’nai
B’rith Ketubah Unit (age 55-plus)
will meet for a buffet dinner at Snuffy’s
Steak House, located at 250 Park
Avenue, Scotch Plains, on Sunday,
March 11, at 5 p.m.

The cost is $17.95, plus tax and tip.
Prospective member couples and
singles are welcome to come. Inter-
ested persons are asked to RSVP to
Elaine at (908) 232-0062 no later
than Wednesday, March 7.

Hypertension Clinic
Available at Library
SCOTCH PLAINS — The town-

ship nurse will be available at the
Scotch Plains Public Library for blood
pressure checks on Tuesday, March
13, from 10 a.m. until noon. No reg-
istration is required.

The Scotch Plains Public Library
is located at 1927 Bartle Avenue, one
block from Park Avenue, in the center
of the township.

Organic Veg. Gardens
To Be Program Topic
CRANFORD — The Hanson Park

Conservancy will present “Organic
Vegetable Gardening” on Tuesday,
March 20, at 7:30 p.m. This pro-
gram will take place at the Cranford
Community Center, located at 220
Walnut Avenue.

Virginia Lamb, an environmental
educator from Rutgers Home Gar-
deners’ School, will lead the pro-
gram. Participants will learn how to
start or improve their vegetable gar-
den, whether they are a beginner or
experienced.

Topics will include sustainable
soil management, variety selection,
companion planting, mulching,
cover cropping and succession
planting, with an emphasis on or-
ganic methods.

Ms. Lamb has more than 25 years
experience as an educator, special-
izing in composting and organic gar-
dening. She has lectured extensively
throughout the region. Currently Ms.
Lamb is pursuing her Master of Sci-
ence degree in Soil Science, with a
focus on the potential for soils to
mitigate climate change. She lives
with her family in Maplewood.

The program is free and open to the
public. No registration is required,
but seating is available on a first-
come, first-served basis. This presen-
tation is sponsored by the Hanson
Park Conservancy. To learn more,
visit hansonparkconservancy.com or
like the conservancy on Facebook.
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209 Central Avenue, Westfield
Office: 908-233-5555
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Broker/Sales Associate

Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage
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"HIRING THE TOP AGENT ISN'T EXPENSIVE - IT'S PRICELESS."

159 Millburn Avenue  |  Millburn, New Jersey 07041  |  www.spectorfoerst.com  |  973.258.9200

PROPERTY TAXES 
TOO HIGH?
We saved property owners more 
than $168,786 in taxes last year.
Spector Foerst & Associates   |   Offices located in Union and Essex Counties   |   www.spectorfoerst.com   |   908.322.4886JAMES M. FOERST, ESQ.
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CRANFORD’S SCHORK GETS 2ND AT 220-LBS, BENCIVENGA 3RD AT 145-LBS, SPF RAIDER CANNON 4TH AT 152-LBS

Composto, Hoerle, Wustefeld Win Region IV Wrestling Titles
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Union County claimed six indi-
vidual champions at the Region IV
Wrestling Tournament but Westfield
(W) was the only team to claim two
individual champs at Union High
School on February 24. The top-4
finishers in each weight class ad-
vanced to the NJSIAA Tournament at
Boardwalk Hall in Atlantic City (AC)
on March 2 through March 4.

Blue Devil sophomores CJ
Composto (106-lbs) and Luke Hoerle
(113-lbs) stood on top of the podium,
as did Raider Sam Wustefeld (195-
lbs), Roselle Park’s (RP) Matt
Armamento (120-lbs), Owen Smith
(152-lbs of New Providence — NPr)
and Quinn Haddad (170-lbs of Gov-
ernor Livingston — GL). Cranford
Cougars Rob Schork placed second
at 220-lbs and AJ Bencivenga placed
third at 145-lbs. Raider Jack Cannon

took fourth at 152-lbs.
Also advancing for Roselle Park

were Gabe Leo third at 106-lbs and
Mark Montgomery (126-lbs), Jon
Mejia (132-lbs) and Devin Hilburn
(182-lbs) who all placed fourth. AL
Johnson (ALJ) advanced Chris
Fuschetto (second at 138-lbs) and
Sebastian Iakuochevich (third at
182-lbs).

Composto, seeded first at 106-lbs,
went through his regular barrage of

takedowns before pinning Josh Bush
(Voorhees — V) in the quarterfinals
with an Olympic amr bar/wrist com-

bination in 2:46. In the semis, he
mixed in a few tight waist tilts to
claim a 17-4, majority decision over

Brearley’s Patrick Phillips.
“In the first period, I didn’t get as

STRAVACH 10 PTS, 7 RBS; RYAN 7 PTS, 5 STEALS, 3 ASST

RC Lions’ ‘Hot’ Hands Burn
Blue Devil Cagers in UCT, 56-42

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Hot hands that refused to cool down
belonged to the second-seeded
Roselle Catholic High School Lady
Lions when they went face-to-face
with the third-seeded Westfield Blue
Devils in the opening semifinal round
game of the Union County Tourna-
ment held at AL Johnson High School
in Clark on February 21. The 20-4
Lady Lions sank nearly every 3-
pointer they attempted, eventually
totaling seven, and were just as accu-
rate underneath to stay ahead of the
18-7 Blue Devils in a 56-42 victory.

During the regular season, the two
foes split with the Lions rallying from
a 28-17, halftime deficit to win the first
meeting 44-38. But the Blue Devils
avenged the loss with a 42-35 win later
in the season. The Lions’ only other
losses were to The Patrick School,
Franklin and Loomis Chaffe, CT.

From past experience, the Blue
Devils were aware to look out for the
outside shooting of Tyara McQueen
and Jenissa Encarnacion and the in-
side dominance of Taniya Hanner.
The Lady Lion trio did do their dam-
age but the added perfornances of
Victoria Jacobs and Nina Worthey

just added more fuel to the fire.
“We were focusing on their big

threats and I think we did a great job
on them and everybody stepped up.
Every other girl on their team had a
shot that was open. I felt like they
didn’t miss. I think they missed one
three the entire game,” Blue Devil
Head Coach Liz McKeon said.

Blue Devil Sam Stravach contin-
ued to be productive across the board
with a team-leading 10 points and
seven rebounds, while adding a block,
a steal and two assists. Senior Molly
Ryan, who had five steals, three as-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WINNING HIS SECOND REGION CROWN...Blue Devil sophomore CJ Composto, front, defeated Anthony White (South
Plainfield), 4-0, in the 106-lb title bout on February 24 at Union to claim his second Region IV wrestling crown.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WINNING HIS SECOND REGION CROWN...Raider senior Sam Wustefeld, top, defeated Scott Fernandes (Voorhees), 12-
5, in the Region IV 195-lb title bout on February 24 at Union. Wustefeld also won at 182-lbs last year.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

DRIVING TO THE BASKET...Blue Devil senior Molly Ryan, No. 22, tries to drive past a pair of Lions during the Union
County Tournament semifinal game at ALJ High School on February 21. The Lions held the hot hand to win 56-42.

See Devils Den
On Page 15
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many takedowns as I liked but since I
already wrestled him before, he had a
really good game plan but I figured it
out. Towards the second and the third
[periods] I started getting more of my
offense,” Composto said of his bout
with Phillips.

As to his bout with Bush, he said,
“That was just the first one but you
got to be awake for all the rounds. It
doesn’t matter who you wrestle,”
Composto said.

In the final bout, Composto faced a
very cautious South Plainfield’s (SoP)

Anthony White. After a scoreless first
period, Composto scored an escape,
a stalling penalty point then added a
head-and-arm, spin around takedown
to grab a 4-0 victory.

Hoerle also top-seeded wasted very
little time in pinning Kevin Beck
(Middlesex — Mx) in 59 seconds
with a lateral throw in the 113-lb
quarterfinals. In his semifinal bout
with Sean Rendeiro of St. Peter’s
Prep (SPP), Hoerle recorded a
Fireman’s takedown and a roll-
through tilt and added a penalty point

and an escape to claim a 6-1 decision
and to punch his ticket to AC.

“It was my goal all season. It’s an
accomplishment. It’s a great feeling,”
Hoerle expressed. “I went for a single.
He blocked it. I went for the high
crotch and ended up getting it and got
a two-point lean in the first.”

Hoerle did, however, experience
difficulty in getting out of the bottom
position.

“In practice all week, we have been
working on that, so I wanted to get the
standup right away but I ended up
getting away anyway,” Hoerle com-
mented.

In the title bout, Hoerle recorded a
high crotch, snake around takedown,
a tight waist tilt and a Fireman’s
takedown to fulfill his immediate
mission with a 6-1 victory over Nick
Sacco (BrH2O) for the 113-lb crown.

Raider Wustefeld, the top-seed and
ranked No. 2 at 195-lbs, quickly
pinned Jack Burns (Bernards) in 46
seconds with an arm bar/half nelson
then recorded five takedowns and a
tilt before pinning Jon Guardado of
North Plainfield (NoPl) in 4:55 to
advance to the championship bout.

Wustefeld rolled along well in the
first period, recording a takedown
and a pair of nearfalls in his title bout
with Scott Fernandes (V). In the sec-
ond period, when he chose the bot-
tom position, he experienced some
difficulty handling the expert leg wres-
tling skills of Fernandes. But
Wustefeld quickly figured it out when

sists and a blocked shot, scored seven
points. The Blue Devils’ only two 3-
pointers came from Grace Elliott (6
points, a steal, 2 rebounds, assist),
who banged hers at the buzzer to end
the first half, and Caroline Dwyer,
who nailed hers three seconds before
the end of the third quarter.

The Lions used a very effective
crosscourt passing technique to set up
their seven 3-pointers. McQueen, who
finished with a game-high 15 points
and added four assists, sank trip 3-
pointers, all in the first half. Just when
the Blue Devils had to key on
McQueen, the crosscourt passes went
to Jacobs (13 points, 3 assists, 4 re-
bounds), who nailed all three of her 3-
pointers in the third quarter.
Encarnacion (11 points, 2 assists) sank
the other 3-pointer in the first quarter.

“When you shoot like that, it’s tough
to beat anybody but I am not going to
fault the girls on their heart, their
effort and their toughness because
they laid it all out there. They did
everything that we could do. That
team was just better than us tonight,”
Coach McKeon said.

The effective outside shooting
opened the door for Hanner and Wor-
thy inside. Hanner (7 rebounds, 3
steals, 2 blocks) finished with seven
points and Worthy finished with eight
points. The Lions were also effective
from the free throw line, hitting 11 of
16 — 9-for-14 in fourth quarter.

“Cudos to RC! Our girls did a great
job on defense but they made the
open shot and our shots were not
falling for us,” Coach McKeon com-
mented.

The Lions’ first nine points came
via 3-pointers — first two by
McQueen and one from Encarnacion.
The only break in that run came from
Lily Maz (2 assists, 2 rebounds) with
a driving layup. The Lions won the
quarter 12-7. Blue Devil Stravach
made a free throw and a layup and
Faith Dobosiewicz, who finished with
eight points, on an assist from Ryan,
sank a layup.

Stravach scored her other seven

points in the second quarter but the
Lions won the quarter, 16-14, to grab
a 28-21 lead at halftime.

Five Blue Devils got into the scor-
ing act in the third quarter, led by
senior Lauren Sgro with five of her
six points but Jacobs hit all three of
her 3-pointers to stretch the Lions’
lead to 41-30 before Dobosiewicz
rolled in a layup with 1:15 on the
clock. Elliott followed with a steal
and was fouled. She made one of her
free throws then Dwyer sank her 3-
pointer just before the buzzer to nar-
row the margin to 41-36.

Encarnacion may have scored the
first two points of the fourth quarter
but Dobosiewicz answered with a
driving layup then converted a steal
to another layup to get the Blue Dev-
ils to within three points, 43-40, one
minute into the fourth quarter.

“This team’s got heart. You are
never going to question that and
they’ve got guts. No matter what, they

were down the other night against
Kent Place and they came back and
turned that around. They are never
down until the buzzer is over,” Coach
McKeon said.

Unfortunately for the Blue Devils,
fouling time arrived and the Lions
sank nine of their next 13 points from
the free throw line.

“It’s a game of runs and unfortu-
nately RC had the last run and won,”
Coach McKeon commented.

The Lions would face The Pat
School girls (20-5), who squeaked
out a 45-44 win over the fifth-seeded
Cranford Cougars, for the UCT cham-
pionship at Kean University.

Next for the Blue Devils would be
a home game on February 27 against
Bayonne in the first round of the North
Jersey, Section 2, Group 4 Tourna-
ment. The Blue Devils received the
fourth seed.
Westfield   7 14 15   6 42
Roselle Catholic 12 16 13 15 56

Fernandes chose top position in the
third period. Wustefeld recorded a
reversal and added a bulldog
takedown to seize a 12-5 victory for
his second Region IV crown.

“I wanted to try to get out. I knew he
was tough on top. I like the challenge.
He did a good job riding on top. I was
able to eventually get out. I got my
arm between his legs and switched to
a double and ran him down to the mat.
I knew I could beat him on my feet
and on top, I turned him a couple of
times,” Wustefeld explained.

Unlike last year when Wustefeld
entered AC a virtual unknown but
actually placed second at 182-lbs, his
present top-2 ranking has attracted
plenty of notice.

“It’s a little bit more pressure. I
think it’s really exciting. It’s different.
I just want to go out there and domi-
nate even though I am ranked higher
I want to prove myself,” Wustefeld
said.

Schork’s trip to the 220-lb title bout
was interesting. As the eighth seed,
Schork nipped Bobby Emanuel
(Union), 3-2, then received a forfeit
from top-seeded Zach DelVecchio
(SoP) in the quarterfinal round. In the
semis, Schork recorded a double-leg
tackle to back five-point move, then
added an escape and another takedown
to beat Frank Coghan (Carteret —
Ct), 8-2, and punch his ticket to AC.

“I just tapped his head, went for the
double, I grabbed his leg and dumped
him over,” said Schork, who added,

“I never thought I would be here. It
was really good fate. I have been
working hard every day in the room
trying to get mat experience and it all
paid off.”

Schork had been previously warned
of Coghan’s signature move, a head-
lock.

“They [coaches] told me since he
was obviously a headlock guy to lock
up the arm that he headlocks with. I
just kept doing that. I kept grabbing
his wrists. They said if he gets the
headlock, just roll through it but it
never got to that point,” Schork ex-
plained.

In the finals, Nick Nyers
(Woodbridge) recorded a pair of
double-leg takedowns to edge Schork,
5-3.

Cougar Bencivenga claimed an 18-
8, majority decision at 145-lbs in the
preliminary round over Tom Kellner
(SPP) to face second-seeded Jeff
Johnson (Mx), who pinned him in
3:32. In the wrestlebacks, Bencivenga
beat Jack Wilt (Seton Hall Prep —
SHP), 3-1, then won by injury default
over Rhise Royster (Rahway) to reach
the third/fourth bout where he came
through with a 12-6 victory over Jacob
Stasil (Watchung Hills — WH).

Raider Cannon, seeded fourth at
152-lbs, had a battle with fifth-seeded
James Snyder (GL) in the
quarterfinals. Clinging to a 5-4 lead
entering the third period, Cannon es-
caped then virtually sealed the deal
with a head-and-arm takedown, float
over the top nearfall to emerge with
an 11-6 decision. After dropping a 1-
0 decision to top-seeded Owen Smith
(NPr), Cannon beat Elvin Guerrero
(RP) in the wrestleback then lost, 4-2,
to Tucker Kirchberger (North
Hunterdon — NH) to place fourth.

Fourth-seeded Blue Devil Tim
Miller topped Tom Renna (SoPl), 6-2,
at 170-lbs then faced fifth-seeded Alex
Garcia (SHP) in the quarters and lost,
4-1. Miller then got some sweet justice
when he avenged a loss in the districts
by recording a takedown in overtime
to beat Alex Crespo (RP), 3-1. Miller
nearly got a takedown in regulation but
stumbled to miss the opportunity.

“I got that right ankle off the front
head in the second period but I tripped
on the way back to the center. I knew
I could get that shot, so I took him
back to the center and ran the pipe on
that for the takedown. I’m pretty con-

fident right now,” Miller said.”
Miller eventually finished in sixth

place.
Cougar Dylan Budnik beat Tim

Searfoss (WH), 7-5, in the 195-lb
preliminary and after losing in the
quarterfinals, he would eventually fin-
ish fifth. At 182-lbs, Cougar Zach
Blevins beat Dan Torres (Union), 8-
5, then lost his next two bouts. Blue
Devil Brendan Loder pinned fourth-
seeded Jack Hedges (Summit) in 4:59
before eventually being eliminated.

Raider Nick Palazzollo (170-lbs)
was eliminated in the preliminaries as
was Blue Devil Sean Dwyer (145-
lbs) and Cougars Will Fernandez (113-
lbs), Pat Kalnins (120-lbs) and Kyell
Roper (152-lbs)

CHAMPIONSHIPS:
220: — Nyers (Wo) d Schork (C) 5-3
Hwt: — Lewis Fernandes (V) p Niko
Daikides (SHP) 2:31
106: — Composto (W) d White (SoP) 4-0
113: — Hoerle (W) d Sacco (BrH2O) 6-
1
120: — Armamento (RP) d Dave
Loniewski (SoP) 7-6
126: — Jack Heilmann (SoP) d Mike
Kelly (SPP) 3-2
132: — Charles Cunningham (SHP) d
Tom Fierro (SoP) 5-2
138: — Aaron Coleman (JFK) d Chris
Fuschetto (ALJ) 8-2
145: — Jeff Johnson (Mx) d Joe Sacco
(SoP) 3-1
152: — Smith (NPr) d Rob Saum (WH)
2-1
160: — John Poznanski (Col) p Dan
Young (SHP) :27
170: — Haddad (GL) d Cruz (SPP) 9-3
182: — Justin Hayward (WH) md Nico
Colucci (SPP) 12-0
195: — Wustefeld (S) d Fernandes (V)
12-5

THIRD/FOURTH PLACE:
106: — Gabe Leo (RP) d Pat Adams
(SPP) 9-3
113: — Sean Rendeiro (SPP)p Frank
Diesso (NH) :38
120: — Brock Laggini (Som) md Aidan
Taylor (V) 12-1
126: — Dan Miller (WH) p Mark Mont-
gomery (RP) 4:49
132: — Nick Ciraulo (WH) d Jon Mejia
(RP) 3-2
138: — Andrew Gapas (NH) d Matt
Sacco (BrH2O) 8-1
145: — Bencivenga (C) d Stasil (WH)
12-6
152: — Kirchberger (NH) d Cannon (S)
3-2
160: — Will Hughes (NH) p Jacob Vega
(Ct) 2:50
170: — Vince Mattaliano (WH) p Alex
Garcia (SHP) 1:18
182: — Sebastian Iakouchevich (ALJ)
md Devin Hilburn (RP) 12-0
195: — Luke Niemeyer (SoP) p Jon
Guardado (NoPl)
220: — Sam Huff (V) p Frank Coghan
(Ct) 1:23
Hwt: — Jacob Pidgeon (Som) d Carl
Napoleon (Irv) 3-1

Blue Devils Set WHS
Record in Girls DMR
The Lady Blue Devils established a

new Westfield High School record in
the Distance Medley Relay (DMR),
while placing 10th, at the Eastern
State Championships held at the 168th
Street Armory on February 20. Emma
Jackler (1,200) at 3:49.59, Grace
Morgan (400) at 1:02.83 (personal
record — PR), Kate Hamilton (800)
at 2:22.64 (PR) and Mia Melao
(1,600) at 5:19.68 (PR) finished in a
time of 12:34.74.

Union Catholic’s (UC) Asiah Coo-
per placed third in the long jump with
a leap of 18-4.5 and Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Raider Trinity Hart placed
sixth with a leap of 17-7.5. Cooper
also placed 11th in the triple jump
with a distance of 35-8.

For the boys, UC Viking Brandon
Patterson won the shot put with a
shove of 57-5.5. Raider Ben Fleischer
finished fourth in the two mile with a
time of 9:46.15 and Raider Brendon
Garcia finished 11th in the 1,500 at
4:12.81. Garcia also finished eighth
in the one mile at 4:29.6. The Westfield
boys finished fifth in the DMR at
10:25.38. Viking Krishna White took
sixth in the triple jump at 44-9.

Lady Raiders Stump
Royal Cagers, 40-38

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
Scchool girls basketball team pulled
ahead of the visiting Oak Knoll Roy-
als in the third quarter then held on to
record a 40-38 victory on February
23. Nya Downing bucketed 12 points,
grabbed eight rebounds and blocked
a pair of shots for the 14-10 Raiders,
while Abbe-Gayle Burton added eight
points and eight rebounds.

Corrinne Lyght had nine points,
five assists and five steals, Stefanie
DeVizio had seven points, including
a 3-pointer, and Isabella Corsaro
added four points and three assists.
Sarah Wittmer had 14 points for the
Royals. Emily Archer had eight points
and Greta Criqui had six points.
Oak Knoll   6 10   7 15 38
Sc Pl-Fanwood   8   5 14 13 40

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CHAMPION AT 170-LBS...Governor Livingston Highlander Quinn Haddad,
top, beat James Cruz (St. Peter’s Prep), 9-3, for the 170-lb crown.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CHAMPION AT 113-LBS...Top-seeded Blue Devil sophomore Luke Hoerle,
front, beat Nicholas Sacco (Bridgewater-Raritan), 6-1, for the 113-lb crown.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

THIRD AT 145-LBS...Cranford Cougar junior AJ Bencivenga, facing, beat Jacob
Stasil (Watchung Hills), 12-6, to place third at 145-lbs.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

FOURTH AT 152-LBS...Raider Jack Cannon, top, placed fourth at 170-lbs.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SWEET REVENGE...Blue Devil junior Tim Miller, left, beat senior Abel Crespo
(Roselle Park), 3-1 in overtime, in the 170-lb wrestlebacks.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MAKING HER MOVE...Blue Devil senior Grace Elliott, No. 12, begins to drive
around Roselle Catholic Lion Jen Encarnacion during the Union County Tourna-
ment semifinal game at ALJ High School on February 21. The Lions held the hot
hand to win 56-42.

Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor agents and are not employees of the Company.
©2018 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the

Equal Opportunity Act. Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker Logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.

WESTFIELD EAST OFFICE

209 CENTRAL AVENUE

(908) 233-5555

NJAR Circle of Excellence Sales Award: 1997-2016
Direct Line: (908) 301-2006
Cell Phone: (908) 403-9330
jaynebernstein@gmail.com

Sales Associate
JAYNE BERNSTEIN

1081 Minisink Way, Westfield Offered at $1,799,000

OPEN HOUSE: SUNDAY, March 4th • 1-4PM

Stately 6 bedroom 6.1 bath Colonial opens to an impressive foyer with a curved staircase
to the upper and lower levels of beautiful living! The spacious rooms highlight lovely
millwork and luxurious amenities, while the exterior showcases three front Juliet balconies
and two rear covered porticos. This Energy Star Qualified residence, offering smart home
technology, is situated in Indian Forest convenient to downtown Westfield.

1128 Prospect Street, Westfield Offered at $1,799,000
Step inside this 5 bedroom, 4.2 bath custom built Colonial and you will fall in love with
the elegant yet comfortable living space. Highlights include a stunning, three story open
staircase and spacious floor plan offering beautiful millwork, architectural windows and
hardwood floors. Exceptional kitchen with Quartzite countertops, professional grade
appliances, white inset door cabinets, Rohl fireclay farmhouse sinks and a fabulous pantry
open to the family room with fireplace. Master bedroom retreat with walk-in closet and
luxurious bath.  3rd floor retreat and finished lower level. An absolute showplace!

OPEN HOUSE: SUNDAY, March 4th • 1-4PM

OPEN HOUSE: SUNDAY, March 4th • 1-4PM

125 East Dudley Avenue, Westfield Offered at $1,335,000
Gracious Dutch Colonial offering expansive rooms and beautiful architectural appointments
throughout including beamed ceilings, gleaming hardwood floors and beautiful detailed
moldings. This home features 12 rooms, 7 bedrooms and 3.3 baths.  Eat-in kitchen with
Carrara marble countertops, impressive family room with beamed ceiling and fireplace,
office with outside entry and spacious master bedroom retreat with incredible closet space
and private bath.  Situated on nearly a half acre lot with private backyard with deck and
covered side porch. Conveniently located to schools, town, and NYC transportation.
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695 Dorian Way, Westfield

Offered at $965,000

1450 Rahway Road, Scotch Plains

Offered at $1,500,000

24 Tanglewood Lane, Mountainside

Offered at $755,000

5 Kimball Circle, Westfield

Offered at $2,995,000

1040 Wychwood Road, Westfield

Offered at $1,599,900

233 Connecticut Street, Westfield

Offered at $899,900

1656 Cooper Road, Scotch Plains

Offered at $1,229,900

9 Tudor Oval, Westfield

Offered at $889,900

630 Clark Street, Westfield

Offered at $1,485,000

TheIsoldiCollection.com
#LoveWhereYouLive

Westfield Area Homes by Frank D. Isoldi
Broker / Sales Associate

Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage

For more follow on Instagram @frankdisoldi  |  twitter @homeswestfield 209 Central Avenue, Westfield Office: 908-233-5555 x202

Cell: 908-787-5990

Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor agents and are not employees of the Company. ©2018 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved.
Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker Logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.
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PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

BOARD OF EDUCATION

NOTICE TO BIDDERS

Sealed bids will be received by the Board
of Education of the Westfield School Dis-
trict, Union County, New Jersey, at the
Board of Education, 302 Elm Street,
Westfield, New Jersey, for the following
services:

BID FOR:
B 18-01 HVAC SERVICE/RE-
PAIR WORK AND EMER-
GENCY SERVICE AND PRE-
VENTATIVE MAINTENANCE
OF REFRIGERATION

BID TERM:
APRIL 1, 2018 TO JUNE 30, 2018

BIDS DUE:
MARCH 22, 2018 AT 2:00 PM

Bids must be in strict compliance with
specifications. Specifications may be se-
cured from, Purchasing Office 302 Elm
Street, Westfield, New Jersey 07090 (908)
789-4407. Bids must be made on the pro-
posal forms in the manner designated.
Proposals must be endorsed on the out-
side of the sealed envelope, with the name
of the bidder, the bidder’s address and the
name of the supplies, equipment, or ser-
vices for which the bid is submitted. The
bid opening process will begin on the above
advertised date and time. No bids shall be
received after the time designated (N.J.S.A.
18A:18A-21(b). The Board of Education
does not accept electronic (e-mail) sub-
mission of bids.

All bidders are required to comply with
the requirements of N.J.S.A. 10:5-31 et.
seq., Affirmative Action Against Discrimi-
nation (N.J.A.C. 17:27 et. seq.)  An Initial
Project Workforce Report will be required
from the successful bidder (Form AA-201).

Bidding shall be in conformance with the
applicable requirements of
N.J.S.A.18A:18A-1 et.seq., pertaining to
the “Public School Contracts Law”.

Statement of Ownership Requirement:
Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 52:25-24.2, Bidders
shall submit a statement setting forth the
names and addresses of all persons and
entities that own ten percent or more of its
stock or interest of any type at all levels of
ownership.

A Non-Collusion Affidavit and a Con-
tractor Questionnaire/Certification also
must be filed with the bid. The bid package
will also include other documents that must
be completed and returned with the bid.
Failure to comply with Instructions to Bid-
ders and to complete and submit all re-
quired forms, may be cause for disqualifi-
cation and rejection of the bid.

All bidders shall submit with their bid
package a copy of the New Jersey Busi-
ness Registration Certificate as issued by
the Department of Treasury of the State of
New Jersey. (N.J.S.A. 52:32-44)

The Board of Education reserves the
right to reject any or all bids pursuant to
N.J.S.A. 18A:18A-2(s), (t), (x), (y), 18A:18A-
4(a), 18A:18A-22, and to waive any infor-
malities.

BIDDERS NOTE: Bid security is waived
for this bid proposal

By order of the Westfield Board of Edu-
cation, Union County, New Jersey.

Dana Sullivan
Business Administrator

Board Secretary
1 T - 3/1/18, The Leader Fee: $66.81

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD

ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

In accordance with the ordinances of the
Township of Cranford and the statutes of
the State of New Jersey, Notice is hereby
served that an application for develop-
ment, Application No. ZBA-17-031 to be
located in Neighborhood Commercial
District on the premises known as the 496
Centennial Avenue, Cranford, New Jer-
sey 07016, Block No. 594, Lot No. 8, has
been submitted by Emanuel Nimrud of
12 Hickory Street, Cranford, New Jer-
sey 07016.

Applicant is applying for preliminary and
final site plan approval for a mixed use
structure consisting of two (2) bedroom
apartments, two (2) one bedroom apart-
ments and one store. Eleven parking
spaces are provided.

The application requires the follow-
ing variances:

1. Section 136-35.B (22) (a) (7) D-3.
Variance for density. The permitted resi-
dential density is 3.65 units. Applicant is
proposing 4 units.

2. Section 136-30 Attachment 1, Sched-
ule 1. Variance for side yard setback. The
ordinance requires each side to be at least
12 feet. The Applicant is proposing 3 feet
on the east side of the property.

3. Section 136-30 Attachment 1, Sched-
ule 1. Variance for both side yard set-
backs. The ordinance requires a com-
bined side yard setback of 24 feet. The
Applicant is proposing 18 feet.

4. Section 136-30 Attachment 1, Sched-
ule 1. Variance for maximum lot impervi-
ous coverage. The ordinance limits imper-
vious coverage to 75%. The Applicant
proposed 84.9% impervious coverage.

5. Section 136-35.B (22) (a) D-5 vari-
ance for density. Applicant is proposing to
increase the use to 4 units.

6. Section 136-35 B 22(a). D-3 condi-
tional use variance for residential on first
floor.

There are two pre-existing non-con-
forming conditions existing:

1. Section 136-30. Attachment 1, Sched-
ule 1. The minimum lot area required is
15,000 square feet. The property is 7,960
square feet.

2. Section 136-30. Attachment 1, Sched-

ule 1. Minimum lot width. The required lot
width is 100 feet. The property is 60 feet
wide.

Applicant also requests the follow-
ing design waivers:

1. Section 136-23.7 (3)(a). Waiver for
parking setback from street right-of-way.
The ordinance requires parking setback
equal to the building setback of 7.5 feet.
The Applicant is proposing no parking set-
back from the Cranford Terrace right-of-
way.

2. Section 136-23. (7) (3) (a). Waiver for
parking setback from the principal build-
ing. The ordinance requires a 5 foot set-
back. The Applicant proposes to have 4
parking spaces under the second floor of
the building.

3. Section 136-23.7 (3)(a). Waiver for
parking setback from a Residential Zone
boundary. The ordinance requires 25 feet.
The Applicant proposed less.

4. Section 136-23.7 (8)(a). Waiver for
parking lot landscaping. The ordinance
requires 10%. The Applicant proposes less.

5. Section 136-23.7 (9) (a). Waiver for
parking lot lighting.

6. Section 136-23.7 (12) (a). Waiver for
off street loading space.

7. Section 136-23.8.2 (a) and (b). Waiver
for façade materials.

Applicant also requests any other vari-
ances, waivers or relief that the Board may
require.

The Zoning Board will conduct a public
hearing on this matter on Monday, March
12, 2018 at 8:00 p.m., in Room 107 of
the Cranford Township Municipal Build-
ing, 8 Springfield Avenue, Cranford,
New Jersey 07016. Any person or per-
sons affected by this application will have
an opportunity to present any objections to
the proposed development. The Board
does, however, have the right to exclude
repetitious testimony.

All documents relating to this application
may be inspected by the public Monday
through Friday between the hours of 8:30
a.m. and 4:00 p.m. in the Zoning/Plan-
ning Department, Cranford Township
Municipal Building, 8 Springfield Av-
enue, Cranford, New Jersey 07016.

Gary S. Goodman, Esq.
23 North Avenue East

Cranford, New Jersey 07016
Attorney for: Emanuel Nimrud

1 T - 03/01/18, The Leader Fee: $92.31

PUBLIC NOTICE

DRUBULIS SCORES 15 PTS, LAYLOR 16 RBS, PETRIS 11 PTS

Raider Basketball Boys Jolted
By Rams on Senior Night, 61-57

By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood boys
basketball team dropped its home
regular-season finale, 61-57, to con-
ference rival Roselle, on “Senior
Night” on February 23. The Raiders,
eliminated from the Union County
Tournament by top-seeded Roselle
Catholic six days earlier, and tucked
comfortably into a No. 2 seed in the
NJISIAA North Jersey Group play-
offs beginning this week, had little to
play for against Roselle other than the
desire to send the nine seniors on the
roster out with a victory in their final
regular-season game. It set up as a
classic “trap” game and the Raiders
(19-6) were caught by a Roselle team
looking to end their regular season
with a big win against a quality foe.

“It was an emotional night for us,”
said senior guard Tommy Drubulis.
“We wanted to win for all the seniors,
who are playing their last regular sea-
son game here. But our defensive
effort was poor. We were broken down
way too often on isolation plays and
they got into the lane too easily, espe-
cially in the second half. We needed
to do a better job on our fundamental
defensive efforts.”

The Raiders began just fine, surg-
ing to a 12-5 lead late in the first

quarter with Drubulis and senior John
Petris hitting a pair of threes and
scoring inside baskets. Roselle (13-
10) stayed close, however, and stub-
bornly pulled to within four, closing
out the quarter behind, 12-8.

The Rams took a brief lead at 17-16
after hitting a 3-pointer with just over
five minutes left in the half. The game
would be a back-and-forth affair from
that point forward.

“We never made the big move to
pull away from them when we had the
chance in the first half,” said Raider
senior Ryan Muench. “Our defense
was not where it should be tonight.
We always set a goal of holding teams
to under 40 points and Roselle was
twenty points above that by game’s
end. So we know where we came up
short.”

The Raiders went to the intermis-
sion with a 29-28 lead and traded
baskets with the Rams for much of the
third quarter. But an 8-2 spurt in the
final moments of the period punctu-
ated by a nice spin move in the low
post for a basket by Justin Guy helped
the Raiders build a 46-39 advantage.
Roselle chipped away at the lead in
the first four minutes of the final quar-
ter, utilizing a lot of spread offense
isolation drives by their guards to get
into the lane and draw fouls. They
pulled to within 57-56 when they
drove through the lane for a layup
with just over two minutes left.

“Down the stretch we really played
hard ‘D’ against them,” said Roselle’s
James Alderman. “We tried breaking
them down off of the dribble and we
did a great job communicating on the
other end and closing out against their
shooters.”

Roselle finally took the lead back at
58-57, again scoring on a layup by
Isaiah Chase with 1:30 on the clock.
The Raiders had their chances to re-
take the lead in the final 90 seconds.
Guy failed to finish a layup with just
under a minute to go. The Raiders got
the ball back and Drubulis turned it
over, dribbling the ball off of his foot
as he tried to split two defenders and

penetrate into the lane.
“Basically we were using dribble

handoffs to try and get someone an
advantage going to the lane,” said
Drubulis. “I thought I had that open-
ing and I tried to execute a Euro step
through move and the ball just went
off of my foot and it was a turnover.

Roselle took advantage by convert-
ing a layup on the other end for a 60-
57 lead with :25 remaining. Drubulis
had another chance to tie the game on
the other end but he missed a long 3-
point try with under 10 seconds left
leaving Roselle with an upset victory.

Chase scored 18 points to lead the
Rams, who will enter the Central Jer-
sey, Group II Tournament as the 12
seed and will face fifth-seeded, New
Providence. Alderman added 17
points to the winning effort. Drubulis
scored 15 points and Petris chipped in
with 11 points. Senior Dwight Laylor
scored six points and hauled in 16
rebounds.

“The defensive effort was sub-par
tonight,” said Raider Head Coach
Steve Siracusa. “It was a little disap-
pointing coming after one of our best
defensive efforts of the year in the win
over New Providence. We can’t come
into the gym thinking we can just
outscore teams.”

As the No. 2 seed in the upcoming
North 2, Group IV state playoffs, the
Raiders’ opening test would be a home
game against 15th-seeded Perth
Amboy on February 27. If successful
there, the Raiders would host the win-
ner of seventh-seeded Phillipsburg
vs. 10th-seeded Dickinson, on Thurs-
day, March 1. Looking further down
the road, a likely March 3 match with
third-seeded powerhouse Linden
would be on tap in the semis if all
went according to form.

“We just have to take it one game at
a time,” said Drubulis of the upcom-
ing playoffs. “We have the mindset
that we can beat anyone on any given
night. But we have to play a lot better
than we did tonight.”
Roselle   8 20 13 20 61
Sc Pl-Fanwood 12 17 17 11 57

WICHELNS NETS 25 PTS, VANWHY 7 PTS, PRINGLE 11 RBS

The Pat School Stings Cougars
In UCT Basketball Semi, 45-44

By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Freshman LaShae Dwyer sank a free
throw throw with 4.5 seconds remain-
ing to provide the winning margin as
The Patrick School girls basketball
team capped a furious comeback, ral-
lying from a 13-point third-quarter
deficit, to earn a 45-44 victory over
Cranford in the semifinal round of the
Union County Tournament on Febru-
ary 21 at Johnson High School in Clark.
The top-seeded Lady Celtics would
have to survive a last ditch, half-court
attempt by Cranford senior Camryn
Wichelns, who led all scorers with 25
points. When Wichelns’ desperation
heave missed the mark, The Patrick
School was assured a spot in the UCT
finals to face second-seeded Roselle
Catholic.

“Cranford played a h@!! of a game
tonight,” said TPS Head Coach Damel
Ling. “They played hard, they played
with great confidence and showed no
fear. They gave us everything they
had. I’m just glad our girls were resil-
ient enough to find a way to win.”

Cranford, seeded fifth, came out
looking more like the team that cap-
tured the UCT crown two seasons ago
than the one that entered this game
with a 13-11 record. The Cougars
started strong in the game’s first two
minutes with Wichelns hitting a pair
of 3-pointers and Lauren Santarelli
adding one of her own on the way to
a 9-2 lead that forced the Lady Celtics
to call a timeout. The 3-pointer would
be a deadly weapon for the Cougars
all game, especially when coming
from Wichelns, who would connected
on seven of them.

The Pats cut the lead to 14-13 by
the end of the first quarter but Cranford
clearly had the defending UCT
champs on their heels. Cranford was
competing on even terms for rebounds
with Wichelns and KC Pringle doing
a nice job against the TPS front line.
Cranford was also beating the Celtics
down the floor for transition passes
behind the defense that led to easy
layups. Late in the second quarter,
Charolette Vanwhy scored on back-
to-back layups and Caroline Kelly
sank a pull-up jumper to stretch the
Cougar lead to nine, 27-18, with un-
der a minute left in the half. Cranford
would take a 27-20 lead to the break.

Cranford showed no signs of let-
ting up after back-to-back 3-point

bombs from Wichelns gave the Cou-
gars a 35-22 lead two minutes into the
quarter. It was not just that Wichelns
was hitting 3-pointers. It was where
she was hitting them from that had all
in attendance buzzing with amaze-
ment. Wichelns was pulling up for
uncontested jumpers just one or two
steps past half court before the TPS
guards even thought to challenge her.

“I can’t fault our guards too much,”
said Ling. “Her range tonight was
such that unless you are face guarding
her the entire length of the court,
nobody would have expected her to
pull up and shoot from those dis-
tances. We scouted her and played
against her before and she never
showed that kind of range before.”

For her part, Wichelns was noncha-
lant about her shooting prowess.

“I practice shooting from that dis-
tance all the time,” said Wichelns. “I
knew coming into the game that they
were likely to try and deny me the ball
in the half court, so I wanted to take
the shots uncontested, so whenever
there was space between me and the
defender I was going to shoot.”

Just when The Pats seemed ready
to fold, they went on their best run of
the game. Trailing by 13 points, TPS
went on a 14-0 run over the final six
minutes of the third quarter to pull
ahead 36-35 heading into the fourth
quarter. Cranford quickly reclaimed
the lead at 38-37 after another
Wichelns 3-pointer. The two teams
went back-and-forth at each other over
the next several minutes. Wichelns
picked up her fourth personal foul
with 4:30 remaining and with Cranford
up by one, 40-39.

TPS (20-5) gradually extended the
lead to 44-40 with under a minute to
play. Wichelns got fouled with 9.8 to
play and hit one of two shots to cut it
to 44-41. In a performance for the
ages, Wichelns then stole the inbounds
pass and managed to get off another
3-point attempt. She missed the shot
but was fouled in the process, sending
her to the free throw line for three
attempts with 7.9 seconds remaining.
Wichelns needed to hit all three to
knot the score.

Wichelns did just that to tie the
game at 44-44. TPS quickly got the

ball into play and into Dwyer’s hands.
Dwyer took off up the sideline under
heavy pressure from Cougar Caroline
McCaffery, who tried not to let her
turn the ball towards the middle of the
floor. McCaffery bumped Dwyer just
beyond mid court and was called for
a foul. With Cranford over the limit,
this meant two shots for Dwyer. The
freshman then sunk one of two for the
45-44 lead with 4.4 seconds remain-
ing.

Cranford called a timeout to set up
for a last play. The Cougars got the
ball quickly into Wichelns, who
dribbled twice to mid court then
hoisted a shot at the basket that missed.
Though her range was uncanny, the
standout senior probably had time to
take another dribble or two to get
somewhat closer to the 3-point line.

“I wish I had taken another bounce
or two,” said Wichelns. “I really wasn’t
thinking about that though as I was
counting down in my own mind and I
didn’t want to hear the buzzer sound
while I was still holding the ball.”

Dwyer finished with 16 points.
Vanwhy had seven points and Pringle
pulled down 11 rebounds. The Cou-
gars were set as the No. 10 seed in the
NJSIAA North 2, Group III Tourna-
ment where they would travel to face
No. 7 seed Red Bank Regional on
February 26. While the Cougars
record of 13-12 may not be much to
look at, they have played much better
ball over the past month winning seven
of their last 10 games after a 6-9 start
to the season.

“The team has really picked it up
and played much better since the mid-
point of the season,” said Cranford
Head Coach Jackie Dyer. “I thought
they had great energy tonight and
really fought and hustled and
outplayed TPS for much of the game.
It was really hot in this gym, so we
may have worn down a little bit in the
fourth quarter. The team had just
played a double overtime game against
Oak Knoll. As for Camryn, her per-
formance really wasn’t a surprise. She
hit six three pointers for us two years
ago in the finals so she just really
turns it up in big spots.”
Cranford 14 13   8   9 44
The Pat School 13   7 16   9 45

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

The Board of Adjustment of the Town of
Westfield, New Jersey will meet on March
12, 2018, in the Council Chambers at the
Municipal Building, 425 East Broad Street,
Westfield, New Jersey at 7:30 p.m. to hear
and consider the following appeals for bulk
(c) and/or (d) variance relief from require-
ments of the Westfield Land Use Ordi-
nance.

Mark Dow, 247 Prospect Street. Appli-
cant is seeking approval to construct a new
two-car garage and two dormer additions
contrary to Sections 11.12E5, 11.12E8,
11.12E12, and 13.01E of the Land Use
Ordinance. Ordinance requires a minimum
front yard setback of 40 feet. Proposed is
22.6 feet. Ordinance allows a maximum
building height of 32 feet. Proposed is 32.6
feet. Ordinance allows a maximum of 2 1/
2 stories. Proposed are 3 stories. Ordi-
nance allows a maximum eave height of
22 feet. Proposed eave height is 27.5 feet.
Ordinance does not permit an accessory
structure in the front yard. Proposed is the
garage in the front yard, along Nelson
Place.

Angela Kaufman, 411 Prospect Street.
Applicant is seeking approval to construct
a deck contrary to Sections 12.04F2, and
12.04F3 of the Land Use Ordinance. Ordi-
nance allows a maximum building cover-
age with a deck of 22%. Proposed is
23.23%. Ordinance allows a maximum
building coverage with a deck & porch of
24%. Proposed is 25.72%.

Maria Blanco, 417 Kimball Avenue.
Applicant is seeking approval to expand a
first floor bathroom contrary to Sections
11.08E7, 12.04F1, and 12.04F2 of the
Land Use Ordinance. Ordinance requires
a minimum rear yard setback of 35 feet.
Proposed is + 19.8 feet. Ordinance allows
a maximum building coverage of 20%.
Proposed is 22%. Ordinance allows a
maximum building coverage with a porch
of 24%. Proposed is 27.3%.

Carlos Soria & Jaime Pool Soria, 654
Raymond Street. Applicants are seeking
approval to construct a second floor addi-
tion contrary to Sections 11.09E5, 11.09E6,
11.09E10 (per 12.04F1), and 11.09E13 of
the Land Use Ordinance. Ordinance re-
quires a minimum side yard setback of 10
feet. Proposed is 5.9 feet. Ordinance re-
quires a minimum street side yard setback
of 20 feet. Proposed are 14.3 feet & 16.83
feet. Ordinance allows a maximum con-
tinuous wall length of 25 feet. Proposed
are 42 feet & 25.5 feet. Ordinance allows a
maximum building coverage of 20%. Pro-
posed is 22%.

Heather Wainer & Lou Weidt, 101
West Dudley Avenue. Applicants are
seeking approval to construct a second
story addition contrary to Section 11.06E5
of the Land Use Ordinance. Ordinance
requires a minimum street side yard of 20
feet. Proposed is 15.9 feet.

Kevin & Corey Zippler, 919 Mountain
View Circle. Applicants are seeking ap-
proval to construct a front porch contrary to
Section 12.03D of the Land Use Ordi-
nance. Ordinance requires a minimum front
yard setback of 48.19 feet.  Proposed is
41.05 feet.

Variances, waivers or exceptions from
certain site plan details or relief from re-
quirements may be sought as appropriate.
Plans and application are on file in the
office of the Town Engineer, 959 North
Avenue West, Westfield, New Jersey and
may be seen Monday through Friday from
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Linda Jacus
Board Secretary

1 T - 3/1/18, The Leader Fee: $75.99

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

COUNTY OF UNION

TAKE NOTICE that the undersigned will expose for sale at Public Auction, in
accordance with Title 39:10A-1, at the times and locations specified below, the following
motor vehicles which came into the possession of the Scotch Plains Police Department
through abandonment or failure of owners to claim same.

All the vehicles on the following lists are offered in strictly “as is” condition, with no
representation as to condition or fitness for any particular purpose. Minimum bid for each
vehicle will be all towing and storage fees due to the towing agency.

Purchase must be made by cash or certified check. A 10% deposit must be given at time
of auction. Balance must be paid by 4:00 p.m. the same day.

The public auction shall be held on March 5, 2018 in accordance with the laws of the
State of New Jersey pertaining thereto.

The following vehicle may be examined at Ace Towing 1509 Front Street, Scotch
Plains, New Jersey at 8:30 am. Public Auction will commence at 8:45 am.

MAKE YEAR VIN NO. MINIMUM BID
NISSAN 2000 1N4DL01DXYC243292 $4,255.00

Bozena Lacina
Township Clerk

1 T - 3/1/18, The Times Fee: $38.76

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD ATHLETES OF THE WEEK...AJ Bencivenga, a junior on the
wrestling team, placed in the Region 4 Tournament, beating the 1 and 3 seeds to
advance to NJSIAA Tournament in Atlantic City. Caroline McCaffery, a senior
on the basketball team, had 14 points and hit a crucial 3 with under 1 minute left
in double overtime to lead the girls basketball team to a victory over Oak Knoll in
the quarterfinals of the Union County Tournament.

Raiders Top N. Highlands, Fall
To Moorestown in Public B Swim

The No. 5 ranked Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School girls defeated
No. 20 Northern Highlands, 105-65,
in the Public B Swim Semifinals on
February 20 then fell to No. 12
Moorestown, 91-79, for the Public B
crown at the College of New Jersey
on February 24.

Against Northern Highlands, the
Raiders captured first in seven events,
including the 200-medley relay (MR)
and the 200-free relay (FR). Erika
Frazier, Anna Dunchus, Olivia Barcia
and Megan Small won the 200-MR in
1:57.06. The Raiders also took sec-
ond in the event.

Raider Abby Ryan took first in the
200-free in 2:10.08 then Frazier at
2:18.15 led a 1-2-3 sweep in the
200IM. DeeDee Maizes took top hon-
ors in the 50-free at 25.9 then Barcia
touched first in the 100-fly at 1:04.68.
Raiders Nicole Kenny, Kakeigh
Einhorn, Caroline Warren and Ryan
won the 200-FR in 1:50.63 and Lily
Holston won the 100-breast in
1:21.12.

Northern Highlands won the 400-

FR with Vanessa Schoenholz, Katie
Noncarrow, Julia Blass and Sam Chin
touching in 4:18.16. Grace
Abousselman took first in the 100-
free at 1:00.35, Blass won the 100-
back in 1:07.37 and Chin won the
500-free in 5:45.66.

Moorestown took first in seven
events, while the Raiders won two
relays and two individual events. Raid-
ers Frazier, Rachel Maizes, Dunchus
and Small took first in the 200MR at
1:48.74. DeeDee Maizes won the 100-
free in 53.62 and Rachel Maizes won
the 100-breast in 1:04.74. DeeDee
Maizes, Rachel Maizes, Hannah
Davis and Small took first in the 200-
FR at 1:41.21.

Moorestown won the 400-FR with
Abigail Wilson, Alex Waggoner,
Hoilly Robinson and Emily
Wisniewski touching in 3:34.71.
Wisniewski won the 500-free in
5:08.03 and the 200IM in 2:06.87.
Wilson won the 100-back in 58.1 and
the 50-free in 24.48. Robinson won
the 200-free in 1:53.4 and the 100-fly
in 57.56.

Alex Lowe for The Westfield Leader and The Times

DOWN BUT NOT OUT...Raider senior Lamont Cruse is helped to his feet by teammate Justin Guy after a hard foul by a
Roselle Ram. The Rams jolted the Raiders, 61-57, on “Senior Night”.
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YOU DESERVE
THE BEST.

NJ REALTORS® Circle of Excellence Sales Award® for 2017

Westfield - West Office 908 233.0065 | ColdwellBankerHomes.com

Coldwell Banker® is proud to recognize the top-performing independent sales associates in your community. Their exceptional 
knowledge, skills and commitment to truly remarkable service ensure you receive the best possible real estate service, every time.

SHARON STEELE

JULIE MANUEL MURPHYDEBORAH CITARELLAFRANCESCA AZZARA JILL SKIBINSKY

CYNTHIA 
ALEXANDER

PLATINUM $20 Million & 30 Units Minimum or 125 Units | Distinguished Sales Club (10+ years)

GOLD $12 Million & 25 Units Minimum or 90 Units | Distinguished Sales Club (10+ years)

SILVER $6.5 Million & 20 Units Minimum or 70 Units | Distinguished Sales Club (10+ years)

BRONZE $2.5 Million & 15 Units Minimum or 30 Units | Distinguished Sales Club (10+ years)

You’ll Find Them at Coldwell Banker ®.

Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor agents and are not employees of the Company. All associates featured are licensed with NJ Department of State as a Broker or Salesperson ©2018 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved. 
Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. Owned by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker Logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.  251118_1/18

JOYCE TAYLORBETH SULLIVAN

CATHY SPLINTER

ANNE WEBER

COLLEEN 
BERG

JOCELYNE 
HOLDEN

SHERRIE 
NATKO

PATRICIA “PAT” 
PLANTE

PATRICIA “PATTY” 
SPINNER

CAROL W. 
TENER

ILEEN 
CUCCARO

MARY 
DE PAOLA

BARBARA 
LANG

JANICE 
GOOD-PIGA

EULONDIA 
REESE-TURNER

SUSAN 
WILSON
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PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS PLANNING BOARD

PRELIMINARY INVESTIGATION HEARING
PHASE 1, TIER 1 OF REDEVELOPMENT AREA

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that the Planning Board of the Township of Scotch Plains (the
“Planning Board”) will hold a public hearing on Monday, March 12, 2018 at 7:30 p.m. to
discuss and determine whether the 63 properties forming Tier 1 Phase 1 of that portion
of the downtown core of the Township of Scotch Plains described by address and lot and
block below (the “Study Area”) should be determined to be “an area in need of
redevelopment” under the Local Redevelopment and Housing Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:12A-1
et seq. (the “LHRL”). This public hearing will be held in the Council Chambers in Town Hall,
located at 430 Park Avenue, Scotch Plains, New Jersey.

The Planning Board was directed by the Township Council to conduct a preliminary
investigation in order to determine whether the following 63 properties located within the
Study Area qualify as an “area in need of redevelopment”:

GROUP A: Comprised of the entirety of Block 1601 of the Study Area.  It contains
thirteen (13) parcels, and is bounded by Grand Street to the northwest, Park Avenue to
the southwest, Bartle Avenue to the southeast, and Forest Road to the northeast.

BLOCK LOT ADDRESS
1601 1 393 Park Avenue & 1911 Bartle Avenue
1601 2 389 & 391 Park Avenue
1601 3 387 Park Avenue
1601 4 381 Park Avenue
1601 5 377 Park Avenue
1601 6 373 Park Avenue
1601 7 365 Park Avenue
1601 8 361 Park Avenue
1601 9 347 Park Avenue
1601 9.01 361 Park Avenue
1601 9.02 350 Forest Road
1601 13 1927 Bartle Avenue
1601 14 1917 Bartle Avenue

GROUP B: Comprised of portions of Blocks 1104 and 1105 and a portion of Senger
Place Right-of-Way. It contains ten (10) parcels, and is bounded by East Second Street
to the south, Park Avenue to the east, Front Street on the north, and midblock of Flanders
Avenue to the west. The Senger Place Right-of-Way bisects Group B between Front
Street and East Second Street.

BLOCK LOT ADDRESS
1104 1.01 1819 East 2nd Street
1104 15 1824 Front Street
1104 16 430 Senger Place
1104 17.01 436 Senger Place
1105 1.02 430 Park Avenue
1105 1.03 440 Park Avenue
1105 2 450 Park Avenue
1105 3 454-460 Park Avenue
1105 4 1831 East 2nd Street
1105 5 1827 East 2nd Street

GROUP C: Comprised of the entirety of Block 1501. It contains twenty-five (25) parcels,
and is bounded by Forest Road to the northeast, Westfield Avenue to the southeast, Park
Avenue to the southwest, and Bartle Avenue to the northwest.

BLOCK LOT ADDRESS
1501 1 451 Park Avenue
1501 2 441 Park Avenue
1501 3.01 437 Park Avenue
1501 3.02 435 Park Avenue
1501 4 431 Park Avenue
1501 5.01 429 Park Avenue
1501 5.02 425 Park Avenue
1501 6 419 Park Avenue

1501 7 413 Park Avenue
1501 8 403A to 409B Park Avenue
1501 9 401 Park Avenue & 1906 Bartle Avenue
1501 10 1919 Westfield Avenue
1501 11 1916 Bartle Avenue
1501 13 1924 Bartle Avenue
1501 12 1920 Bartle Avenue
1501 14 1928 Bartle Avenue
1501 15 1930 Bartle Avenue
1501 16 412 Forest Road
1501 17 416 Forest Road
1501 18 420 Forest Road
1501 19 426 Forest Road
1501 20 1937 Westfield Avenue
1501 21 1923 Westfield Avenue
1501 22 1915 Westfield Avenue
1501 23 1911 Westfield Avenue

GROUP D: Located in the southern portion of the Study Area and is comprised of six
(6) parcels, bounded by Park Avenue to the northeast, Lot 35 which is a condominium
community to the southeast, commercial uses to the southwest and East 2nd Street to the
northwest.

BLOCK LOT ADDRESS
1201 30.01 1810 East 2nd Street
1201 31.01 1818 East 2nd Street
1201 31.02 1830 East 2nd Street
1201 32 1832 East 2nd Street
1201 33 1838 East 2nd Street
1201 34 514 Park Avenue

GROUP E: Comprised of nine (9) parcels located in Block 1401, it is bounded by Forest
Road to the northeast, Lot 10, Forest Park Village (which is not part of the Study Area) to
the southeast, and Park Avenue to the southwest.

BLOCK LOT ADDRESS
1401 1 1928 Westfield Avenue
1401 2 1926 Westfield Avenue
1401 3 1924 Westfield Avenue
1401 4 1922 Westfield Avenue
1401 5 1910 Westfield Avenue
1401 6 501-503 Park Avenue & 1906 Westfield Av-

enue
1407 7 501 Park Avenue
1401 8 509 Park Avenue
1401 9 511 Park Avenue

Please note that a Planning Board determination that the Study Area is an “area in need
of investigation” shall authorize (but not require) the Township of Scotch Plains to
exercise the power of eminent domain to acquire any property within the Study Area.

At the public hearing, the Planning Board will hear testimony regarding whether or not
the properties within the Study Area, or any part thereof, qualify as “an area in need of
redevelopment”, and will hear all others who are interested in or who are affected by a
determination that the properties within the Study Area are an “area in need of redevel-
opment”. Upon completion of the preliminary investigation, the Planning Board shall
provide its recommendations to the Township Council.

A preliminary investigation report (including maps which depict the Study Area) which
was prepared by Michael J. Mistretta, PP, LLA of Harbor Consultants, Inc. is available for
public inspection during regular business hours at the office of the Township Clerk within
the Municipal Hall located at 430 Park Avenue, Scotch Plains, New Jersey.

Jeffrey B. Lehrer, Esq.
Redevelopment Counsel for

Township of Scotch Plains
2 T - 2/22/18 & 3/1/18, The Times Fee: $403.92

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE

CLASSIFIEDS

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY

BOARD OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS

Under the terms of the “Open Public
Meetings Act P.L. 1975, C. 231, please be
advised that the Fiscal Affairs Committee
of the Union County Board of Chosen
Freeholders will be hosting Special Meet-
ings to conduct Budget Hearings on the
following dates:

Tuesday, March 6, 2018 at 5:00 pm at
Vocational-Technical Schools, Adminis-
tration Building Board Room, 1776 Raritan
Road, Scotch Plains, New Jersey;

Tuesday, March 13, 2018 at 5:00pm at
the Union County Galloping Hill Golf
Course, 3 Golf Drive, Kenilworth, New Jer-
sey;

Thursday, March 15, 2018 at 5:00pm
at the Administration Building, 6th Floor,
10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Elizabeth, New
Jersey.

These meetings of the Fiscal Affairs
Committee are not Regular Meetings of
the Board of Chosen Freeholders. No ac-
tion will be taken. While open to the public,
there is no opportunity for public comment.
The time and place of public comments on
the 2018 budget will be announced at time
of the budget introduction in accordance
with the law.

All times and dates are subject to change
without notice.

James E. Pellettiere, Clerk
of the Board of Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 03/01/18, The Leader Fee: $30.09

Are you tired? Let me help you!
Experience & Excellent Work

Residential, Apartments,
Commercial, Offices

Free Estimates 100% Guaranteed
References Available

(908) 510-2542

DEYCI’S CLEANING SERVICES

FITNESS EQUIPMENT FOR SALE

Body By Jake FIRMFLEX Total
Body Trainer. Complete Workout
Exercise Machine. Space Saving
Design. Padded Bench.
Adjustable Height and Resistence.
Perfect For Home or Dorm!
Excellent Condition, $30.

Call (908) 654-6091

SCHOOL CROSSING GUARD

Mountainside Police are accept-
ing applications for a part time
Crossing Guard. The starting
salary is $18.13 per hour, for 1
hour per day. The starting time
is 7:45 am to 8:45, Monday thru
Friday. Applications are avail-
able at the Mountainside Police
Department, 1385 Route 22
East, Mountainside. No appli-
cations will be sent by mail. All
applicants must complete a new
application, pass a background
and drug testing. The position is
available immediately. The Bor-
ough of Mountainside is an EOE.
The closing date for filing your appli-
cation will be Friday March 2, 2018.

FREELANCERS  WANTED
Strong, detail-oriented writers
with professional demeanor
needed to cover local
government meetings. Must be
able to meet deadlines, know
how to write a lead, and take
an active interest in their beats
in order to develop news
stories. Please email
resume and clips to:

editor@goleader.com

MEDICAL OFFICE NEEDED

Need to sub-lease medical office
space; 2 half days per week; or
best offer.  27 years of references.
Call: Joan Burke (732) 635-1800

POSITION OPENING

Client Service Associate
Westfield Financial Planning

Westfield Financial Planning
provides comprehensive financial
planning services to high net worth
individuals, families, and
businesses with professional,
compassionate and sound
guidance.
We are looking for an experienced,
friendly and detail-oriented Client
Service Associate with strong
organizational skills and is
comfortable working directly with
clients. You will work with a
successful principal advisor and
associated staff in a growing and
mature practice. This will be
approximately a 30 hour per week
position that will grow as we grow.
The position is oriented toward
client support responsibilities.
• Ideal candidate will have two or
more years’ experience with direct
client interaction.
• Excellent verbal and written
skills with the ability to address
client communications in various
situations.
• Strong computer skills and
knowledge of Microsoft Office
products.
We offer competitive salary, a
contributory health plan and a
retirement plan with employer
contributions.

Please e-mail resumes and
cover letter to Jerry Ricciardo at
jerry@westfieldfinancialplanning.com
www.westfieldfinancialplanning.com

FOR SALE BY OWNER

House for sale by owner in
Garwood.  Single family, 3 car
detached garage on a double
lot zoned for 2 family.
Asking $400,000 or best offer.

Please contact
Kevin @ (908) 502-8470
or Lisa @ (908) 531-6175

GARWOOD ESTATE SALE

607 South Avenue
Friday 3/2 & Saturday 3/3.

10am to 3pm
Family treasures moved into

their empty store front!
Still unpacking boxes!

Bar Items, Beer Trays, Bar Signs,
Light Fixtures, Bakers Rack,
Furniture, Collectible Dolls & Toys,
Holiday Decorations, Costume
Jewelry, Shoes, Sneakers, Books,
Records, Tools & More! Photos at:

DovetailsUSA.com

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY

INSURANCE FUND COMMISSION

Please be advised the Commissioners
of Union County Insurance Fund Commis-
sion have scheduled a regular meeting for
any business properly brought before the
Board and if necessary an Executive Ses-
sion for the express purpose of any pend-
ing or anticipated litigation matters or strat-
egies on Tuesday, March 27, 2018 at
10:30 AM. The meeting will be held at the
Administration Building 6th Floor, Free-
holder Conference Room, 10
Elizabethtown Plaza, Elizabeth, New Jer-
sey.

By: PERMA Risk Management Services
Administrator

1 T - 03/01/18, The Leader Fee: $16.83

WESTFIELD
Saturday, February 17, motor vehicle

burglaries were reported on multiple
streets. One incident occurred on the 800
block of Summit Avenue between 7:30
p.m. on February 16 and 9 a.m. on Feb-
ruary 17, while the vehicle was parked
and unlocked in the driveway of the
residence. At the time of the report, three
gift cards, valued at a total of $200, had
been taken from the vehicle. Two other
incidents took place on the 100 block of
Cottage Place. One occurred between 7
p.m. on February 15 and 11:40 a.m. on
February 17, while the vehicle was parked
and locked in the street in front of the
residence. At the time of the report, noth-
ing was reported taken from the vehicle.
In the second incident on Cottage Place,
one or more unknown suspects gained
entry to the locked vehicle between 1
a.m. and 11:40 a.m. and removed an
unknown amount of items from it.

Saturday, February 17, Segdrick
Marsh, 41, of Plainfield was arrested on
an outstanding criminal warrant from
Westfield pursuant to surrendering him-
self at police headquarters. He was pro-
cessed and posted $215 bail.

Sunday, February 18, a resident of the
100 block of Cottage Place reported the
burglary of two motor vehicles between 8
p.m. on February 16 and 8 a.m. on Febru-
ary 18. One of the vehicles was parked in
the driveway of the residence while the
other was parked curbside. Both were
unlocked at the time of the incident.

Sunday, February 18, a resident of the
100 block of Golf Edge reported being a
victim of fraud. The victim stated that on
April 20, 2017, one or more unknown
suspects made fraudulent charges on his
credit card account.

Sunday, February 18, a resident of the
1000 block of Irving Avenue reported a
burglary at his residence. The victim
stated that between February 14 and Feb-
ruary 18 one or more unknown suspects
gained entry to his residence by forcing
open the front door. At the time of the
report the victim did not know if anything
had been stolen.

Sunday, February 18, Christopher C.
Hansen, 63, of Piscataway was arrested
and charged with driving while intoxi-
cated (DWI) subsequent to the investiga-
tion of a motor vehicle crash in the area
of North Chestnut Street and Kimball
Avenue. He was transported to police
headquarters, processed and released to
a responsible adult.

Sunday, February 18, two women were
arrested pursuant to a motor vehicle ac-
cident on Lamberts Mill Road near Bay-
berry Lane. Norma Paredes, 22, of
Bethlehem, Pa., was charged with DWI.
Further investigation revealed that she
had an outstanding traffic warrant from
Plainfield Municipal Court, with $200
bail. She was processed and released on
her own recognizance on the warrant and
turned over to a responsible individual. A
passenger in the vehicle, Angelica
Paredes, 30, of Plainfield, was charged
with hindering apprehension. Further in-
vestigation revealed she had a no-bail
National Crime Information Center
(NCIC) warrant from the Middlesex
County Prosecutor’s Office. She also
had two criminal warrants and two traffic
warrants each from the South Plainfield
Municipal Court, with a total of $4,868
bail; a criminal warrant from the
Middlesex Municipal Court, with $1,500
bail; a traffic warrant from the Plainfield
Municipal Court, with $1,250 bail, and
traffic warrant from the Piscataway Mu-
nicipal Court, with $500 bail. She was
turned over to the Middlesex County jail.

Monday, February 19, a resident of
the 600 block of Knollwood Terrace
reported a motor vehicle burglary while
the vehicle was parked in the driveway
of the residence, unlocked, between 6
p.m. on February 18 and 8:30 a.m. on
February 19.

Monday, February 19, a resident of the
20 block of Stoneleigh Park reported a
motor vehicle burglary in which approxi-
mately $17 in miscellaneous change was
stolen. The incident occurred between
10 p.m. on February 18 and 9 a.m. on
February 19 while the vehicle was parked
in the driveway of the residence and
unlocked.

Monday, February 19, a resident of the
700 block of Knollwood Terrace reported
a motor vehicle burglary that occurred
between 5 p.m. on February 18 and 9:55
a.m. on February 19.

Tuesday, February 20, Mark
Lazzarotti, 21, of Westfield was arrested
and charged with DWI pursuant to an
accident investigation in the area of Elm
Street near East Broad Street. He was
transported to police headquarters, pro-
cessed and given a mandatory court date.

Tuesday, February 20, Rufus Dolopei,
26, of North Plainfield was arrested on
an outstanding New Brunswick Munici-
pal Court criminal warrant, with $500
bail, pursuant to a motor vehicle stop on
West South Avenue in Fanwood. He was
transported to police headquarters, pro-
cessed and turned over to the New
Brunswick Police Department.

SCOTCH PLAINS
Monday, February 12, Eddie W.

Swanson, 23, of Rahway was arrested
during a motor vehicle stop on an out-
standing warrant out of Clark. He was
transported to headquarters and pro-
cessed.

Wednesday, February 14, Sean C.
Hairston, 44, of North Brunswick was
arrested on an outstanding warrant out of
Scotch Plains.

Wednesday, February 14, Damaris
Velazquez, 35, of Perth Amboy was ar-
rested on an outstanding warrant out of
Pohatcong during a motor vehicle stop.
He was transported to headquarters and
processed.

Thursday, February 15, a resident on
Mohawk Lane reported their vehicle was
burglarized between the hours on 8:30
a.m. and 11:30 a.m. Miscellaneous items
were taken. The incident is currently un-
der investigation.

Saturday, February 17, Akissi C. Lewis,
46, of Chicago, Ill. was arrested on an
outstanding warrant out of Scotch Plains.

Sunday, February 18, Tanisha C. Sharp,
39, of Elizabeth was arrested and charged
with obstruction of justice during a dis-
turbance at the Scotchwood Diner on
Route 22. Police responded to the diner
on a report of a patron who was refusing
to leave. Sharp was uncooperative and
was placed under arrest, police said. She
was also found to have an active warrant
out of Elizabeth. She was transported to
headquarters and processed.

CRANFORD
Wednesday, February 14, Kevin

Johnson, 60, of Plainfield was arrested
for possession of a controlled dangerous
substance suspected to be heroin and
possession of drug paraphernalia after a
2000 Ford was stopped at the intersection
of Raritan Road near Coleman Avenue
for not signaling to make a turn and for a
seatbelt violation. Following an investi-
gation at the scene, police arrested a
passenger in the vehicle, Johnson, for
suspected heroin found on him. Johnson
was processed and provided with a state
Superior Court appearance date. He was
turned over to the North Plainfield Police
Department on an active warrant.

Friday, February 16, Alphonso Steed,
36, of Newark was arrested for unlawful
possession of a firearm and receiving
stolen property after a 2000 Pontiac was
stopped at the intersection of North Av-
enue East and the Garden State Parkway
137 Exchange for a cracked windshield
and failure to signal a turn. Following an
investigation at the scene, police arrested
the driver, Steed, for possessing a loaded
9 mm firearm in the vehicle. The firearm
was later discovered “stolen” out of Ala-
bama. Steed was processed and remanded
to the Union County jail pending a Supe-
rior Court appearance. Additionally, he
was issued motor vehicle summonses for
a cracked windshield, failure to signal a
turn, driving an unregistered vehicle, and
driving while unlicensed.

Saturday, February 17, Jacquelin Nist,
35, of Cranford was arrested and charged
for distribution of a CDS, possession of
marijuana (over 50 grams) and posses-
sion of drug paraphernalia after a 2007
Mercury was stopped on Linden Place
near Prospect Avenue for maintenance of
lamps and careless driving violations.
Following an investigation at the scene,
police arrested the driver, Nist, for sus-
pected marijuana found inside the ve-
hicle. Additionally, she was issued motor
vehicle summonses for maintenance of
lamps, careless driving, and possession
of a controlled dangerous substance in a
motor vehicle. She was released pending
a Superior Court appearance.

Saturday, February 17, Linda Will-
iams, 50, of Cranford was arrested and
charged with driving while intoxicated
after a 2006 Cadillac was involved in a
motor vehicle crash on South Avenue
East near High Street. Following an in-
vestigation at the scene, police arrested
the driver, Williams, for DWI. She was
processed and released pending a mu-
nicipal court appearance. Additionally,
she was issued a motor vehicle summons
for careless driving.

Sunday, February 18, Mark
Zelazowski, 34, of Parlin, NJ, was ar-
rested for possession of a CDS and pos-
session of paraphernalia after a 2008
Pontiac was stopped on Centennial Av-
enue near the Garden State Parkway 136
exchange for a seatbelt violation. Fol-
lowing an investigation at the scene,
police arrested the driver, Zelazowski
for suspected ketamine found inside the
car. He was processed and released pend-
ing a municipal court appearance. In
addition, he was issued motor vehicle
summonses for being a suspended driver,
a seatbelt violation, and possession of a
controlled dangerous substance in a mo-
tor vehicle.

FANWOOD
Monday, February 19, Daquille Hall,

22, of Elizabeth was arrested for an out-
standing warrant out of Superior Court in
Essex County after a motor vehicle stop
on Terrill Road following a random li-
cense plate check on a vehicle in front of
him. The registered owner has an active
warrant out of Essex County, and after it
was confirmed that the driver was the
registered owner, he was arrested, pro-
cessed and turned over to Essex County
Sheriff’s Office. Kareem Stanley, 23, of
Plainfield, a passenger in the vehicle,
also has an active warrant out of Middlesex
County Superior Court. Stanley was ar-
rested, processed and turned over to
Middlesex County Sheriff’s Office.

Monday, February 19, Maureen
Fischetti, 58, of Westfield was arrested
for DWI after a motor vehicle accident in
the 400 block of North Avenue. When the
Officers arrived they located a one-car
accident in which the vehicle was stuck
on the front lawn of a residence. When
the officer was speaking with the driver
he could detect an odor of alcohol com-
ing from the inside of the vehicle. Fischetti
was asked to exit the vehicle and to per-
form some field sobriety tests which the
driver was unable to complete. She was
arrested, processed and charged with DWI
and refusal for a breathalizer. The driver
was released to a responsible person pend-
ing her court appearance.

Wednesday, February 21, Terry Hines,
57, of Plainfield was arrested for active
warrants out of Plainfield and Irvington
after a motor vehicle stop at Terrill Road
and Mary Lane. Hines was arrested, pro-
cessed and turned over to Irvington Po-
lice.

Thursday, February 22, Brittany
Coleman, 29, of Plainfield was arrested
for a warrant out of Howell following a
court appearance at Fanwood Municipal
Court. She was processed and turned
over to Howell Police.

HEALTH CARE AVAILABLE

I take care of sick or elderly people.
Take to doctor, cook, clean, shop &
do laundery. Have own car. 16 years
experience. References available.

Call Nataliya (732) 925-0641

WF ‘Y’ Devilfish Compete
At Bronze Championships

The Westfield Area “Y” Devilfish
had a strong showing at the season’s
first championship meet, the YMCA
Bronze Championships, held Febru-
ary 10-11 at the Raritan Bay YMCA
in Perth Amboy.

The Devilfish swimmers took 1st
place honors in seven individual events:
Ava Contract (9-10 100-back), Sofia
Droskoski (9-10 100-free), Emma
Heinze (13-14 100-fly), Patrick Miller
(11-12 100-free, 100-back, 50-free),
Jonathan Stiles (15-18 100-free).

TOP 16 FINISHES:
9-10 Girls: Ava Contract (1st 100-

back); Sofia Droskoski (1st 100-free,
4th 50-back, 6th 100-fly, 11th 50-
free); Ashley Gao (12th 200IM); Lo-
gan Partridge (14th 100IM);
Madeleine Smith (10th 100-breast,
16th 100-back); Simran Tangri (4th
100-back, 6th 50-breast & 50-fly, 10th
100IM, 13th 50-back); Kathryn
Williamson (6th 200IM); Lois Wright
(7th 100-free, 12th 50-free)

9-10 Boys: Josh Cetin (3rd 100IM,
4th 100-free, 6th 50-free, 13th 50-
breast); Dylan Lagrimas (2nd 50-
back, 14th 50-free); Milan Lustig (3rd
50-breast); Miron Manescu (5th 50-

breast, 13th 50-back); Liam Mulkeen
(8th 100IM, 14th 100-back); Logan
Welsh (8th 50-breast, 9th 100-breast)

11-12 Girls: Emma Brown (5th 50-
breast, 16th 100-back); Isabella
Giocobbe (2nd 100-back, 9th 50-
back); Julianne Kamins (7th 50-breast,
11th 100-breast, 14th 100-free & 50-
back, 15th 100-back); Emily Leary
(9th 100-back); Avery Pierce (12th
50-back); Isabelle Shih (12th 50-fly)

11-12 Boys: Patrick Miller (1st 100-
free, 100-back & 50-fly, 2nd 100IM,
5th 50-free); Danny Pierce (4th 100-
back, 5th 50-fly, 6th 50-back, 13th
100-free)

13-14 Girls: Sofia Corsaro (10th
100-fly); Riley Gasson (3rd 100-fly,
8th 200-back, 10th 200IM, 12th 100-
back); Emma Heinze (1st 100-fly, 4th
200-breast, 11th 100-breast, 12th
200IM, 13th 100-free); Samantha
Smok (9th 100-fly)

13-14 Boys: Tyler Richter (10th
100-breast, 13th 50-free); Brendan
Stiles (16th 100-back); Jack Young
(5th 100-free, 6th 50-free, 7th 100-
back, 9th 200-free)

15-18 Boys: Jonathan Stiles (1st
100-free, 2nd 100-back, 7th 100-fly,
9th 200-free)

FSPY Week 11 Men’s 30+
Basketball League Results:

With two weeks remaining in the
regular season, the teams of the
Fanwood-Scotch Plains “Y” Men’s
30+ Basketball League continued to
jockey for playoff-seeding position-
ing during Week 11 play.

Game Over 59, Droppin’ Dimes
51: The Dimes had control of the
game, until an injury to Captain Brian
Ciemneicki midway through stanza
two enabled Game Over to pull away.
G.O.’s Gavin Ford (18 pts, 10 rebs)
did most of his damage on the charity
stripe, hitting 10 freebies. Geoff
Gonzales (14) and David Ferreiro
(11) drilled three each from down-
town, and Clay Torres snatched 10
boards for the victors. Veteran marks-
man Chris Mattina paced a balanced
D.D. attack with 13 points, Eljay
Aguillo had nine, frontcourt mates
Craig Cichocki (9 caroms) and Kevin
Gannon put home eight apiece, and
Steve Lee contributed six and 10.

Talkin’ Bout Practice 49, Run It
Back! 35: R.I.B! led by one at the
intermission, but T.B.P., behind Joe
DeGennaro’s 16 and 7, and Eric
Halpin’s 13 tallies, held their opposi-
tion to just 16 second-half points.
Dave Berger, Joe Encarnacion and
Mike Ruccio all netted six points for
the winners. Gregg Carder (14) and
Greg Josephsen (11) were high men
for R.I.B., losers of three straight.

Basket Brawlers 73, Team 8 67:
The league’s leading scorer, Warren

Lowe, tied his season best with 39
points (five treys) as the punch-drunk
Brawlers won their 6th consecutive
outing. Lowe, averaging a sizzling
35.5 over his last four, added 12 re-
bounds and 6 helpers, and received
solid support from league Commish
Kevin Adams (16 and 6), James
Patrick (9 and 6), and forward Chris
Ward (7 and 9). The Team 8 duo of
Chris Burke (25 pts, 7 rebs) and Omar
Glover (23 pts, 8 rebs) was superb in
defeat, while Frank Vallejo registered
11 markers, and Anand Desai pulled
down 10 off the glass.

Throwbacks 63, Triples ‘N Dimes
54: Captain Jamal Berry (18 pts) and
left-hand man Jason Shann (17 pts,
five triples) propelled the Throw-
backs, who will be the 1 seed when
the playoffs begin. Jason Holley and
Orlando Jean-Charles both tossed in
nine, and Terry Stephens chipped in
eight for the first place team. The
ageless Tim Gray topped T.N.D. with
13 points (3 from beyond the arc),
while the trio of Doug Barker, Rich
Cobbinah, and Troy Sims all finished
with 12.

FSPY 30+ STANDINGS:
TEAM W L
Throwbacks 10 1
Talkin’ Bout Practice   7 4
Game Over   7 4
Basket Brawlers   7 4
Run It Back!   4 7
Team 8   4 7
Triples ‘n Dimes   3 8
Droppin Dimes   2 9

PUBLIC NOTICE
SCOTCH PLAINS-FANWOOD

BOARD OF EDUCATION
NOTICE OF MEETINGS

(IN COMPLIANCE WITH OPEN
PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT – CHAPTER
231) *ADDENDUM TO REGULARLY

SCHEDULED MEETINGS*

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of
Education will meet on Monday, March
19, 2018 at 8:00 p.m., not March 13, as
previously advertised, for the Open Agenda
Meeting. This meeting will take place in the
Administration Bldg., 512 Cedar Street,
Scotch Plains.

Deborah S. Saridaki,
School Board Administrator

Board Secretary
1 T - 03/01/18, The Times Fee: $16.83

PUBLIC NOTICE
STATE OF NEW JERSEY

ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE CONTROL

WINERY OUTLET

Take notice that Hopewell Valley Vine-
yards has applied to the Director of the
Division of Alcoholic Beverage Control for
a Winery Outlet license for the premises
situated at Farinolio, 121 East Broad Street,
Westfield, New Jersey 07090.

Objections, if any, should be made im-
mediately in writing to the Director of the
Division of Alcoholic Beverage Control,
P.O. Box 087, Trenton, New Jersey 08625-
0087.

Hopewell Valley Vineyards
46 Yard Road

Pennington, New Jersey 08534
2 T - 3/1/18
& 3/8/18, The Leader Fee: $35.70

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY

BOARD OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS

Under the terms of the “Open Public
Meetings Act P.L. 1975, C. 231, and pur-
suant to requirements of N.J.S.A 10: 4-10
of the Open Public Meetings Act, please
be advised that circumstances necessi-
tate amending the 2018 Meeting Sched-
ule of the Union County Board of Chosen
Freeholders.

The Board has a need to cancel the
Agenda Setting Session of March 1, 2018.
The Agenda Setting Session will be re-
scheduled for March 8, 2018, commenc-
ing at 7:00PM. As a result, the originally
scheduled Regular Meeting on March 8,
2018 at 7:00PM will now commence as
soon as possible following the Agenda
Setting Session.

Persons requiring a sign language inter-
preter should contact the Office of the
Clerk of the Board at 908-527-4140.

James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board of Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 03/01/18, The Leader Fee: $22.44
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Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor agents and are not employees of the Company. The property information herein is derived from various sources that may include, but not be limited to, county records and the Multiple Listing Service, and it may include approx-
imations. Although the information is believed to be accurate, it is not warranted and you should not rely upon it without personal verification. All associates featured are licensed with NJ Department of State as a Broker or Salesperson.©2018 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker
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COLDWELL BANKER

Westfield East Office 908.233.5555  |  209 Central Avenue  |  facebook.com/ColdwellBankerWestfield

CB Home Protection Plan 866.797.4788

COLDWELLBANKERHOMES.COM WESTFIELD EAST HAS BEEN AMONG THE COMPANY’S TOP OFFICES SINCE 1986.

Frank D. Isoldi Jean Marie Morgan John Papa Maryalice Ryan

Westfield Town |  $1,850,000
Elegant 4Br/3+Ba home is 110’ from the mid-
dle of 15th green! Light & views in this won-
derful home ovrlookng Echo Lake GC.
Search 3446776 on CBHomes.com

Congratulations Westfield East   |   Top Producers January 2018

TOP AGENT
Gina Suriano Barber

TOP TEAM
Kim Haley Team

Westfield Town |  $845,000
Beautifully Expanded & Renovated Home
W/Open Concept Kitchen & Fam Rm in Superb
Conditn! 3BR/2+BA Don't miss this one!
Search  3446685 on CBHomes.com

Westfield Town |  $799,000
Well Kept 4BR/3BA Ranch in a desirable
location very close to town. Spacious layout.
Full finished basement.
Search 3438691 on CBHomes.com

Westfield Town |  $645,000
Charmng 1925 Colonial is locatd in sought
aftr neighbrhd close 2 Wilson Elem School &
Mntnsde Vllge 4BR/2+BA A true Gem!
Search 3446985 on CBHomes.com

Westfield Town |  $599,000
Beautifully maintained Split levl home, close
2 Tamaques Park. Spacious. Move-in- ready!
Bright sun-filled rooms 2 enjoy!
Search 3443798 on CBHomes.com

Westfield Town |  $599,000
Lovely updated Colonial.Sunny & warm
enclosed front porch,3 ample sized BRS
Fin.Bsmt. Bright EIK. Fenced yard,2 car gar.
Search 3446130 on CBHomes.com

Westfield High School’s 1972 state
Group 4 basketball champions are com-
ing home, reuniting 46 years later to
celebrate one of the more improbable
titles in school history.

The last time all 12 players were
together was during their awards cer-
emony in the spring of 1972. That
might change on March 10, when most,
maybe all, of the players along with
head coach Neil Horne are expected to
be in attendance on Saturday, March
10, at the high school.

The captains were Tom Pfeiffer (11.7
ppg) and Larry Simmons (7.3 ppg, 11.4
rpg). The other starters were senior
Steve Reddy (9.0), and juniors Tim
Goski (15.1 ppg, 4.4 apg) and Scott
Novacek (14.3, 10.7 rpg). Bobby Jester,
Mike Cooney and Steve Lee provided
key minutes off the bench, along with
Mark Jackson, Dave Phillips, Greg
Allen and Chip Danker.

Piker ... Larr-i ... Redeye ... Timm-i
... Nova ... BJ ... Mr. Mahbs ... Rat ... Jax
... Moose ... Allen ... Chipper.

The team will initially gather in the
varsity gymnasium at 2 p.m. After an
hour of getting reacquainted and pic-
ture taking, they will move on to the
small cafeteria at 3 p.m., when local
basketball fans and sports fans are in-
vited to join in, mingling with the team
and watching videos of the Scotch
Plains and Thomas Jefferson games,
along with the state final against Tri-
ton.

Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

’72 State Basketball Champs
Coming Home on March 10

THE WAY THEY WERE: WHS’s 1972 state Group 4 basketball champions.
Seated (from left): Bobby Jester, Dave Phillips, Tom Pfeiffer, Larry Simmons,
Scott Novacek, Mark Jackson; back row: head coach Neil Horne, trainer John
D’Andrea, Mike Cooney, Steve Reddy, Steve Lee, Tim Goski, Greg Allen, Chip
Danker, assistant coach Bill Dunkel.

“The guys unanimously wanted to
meet in the gym and watch the champi-
onship game at the high school, no-
where else,” said Reddy, who has put in
many hours to make this event happen,
with the help of teammate Mike Cooney.

At roughly 5 p.m. the festivities will
move downtown to Ferraro’s, where
all are invited to join the team for happy
hour(s) from 5-7 p.m. Then the team
will adjourn for a private dinner.

Let’s put what the ’72 team did into
perspective. Since the boys basket-
ball program was started in 1909,
WHS has had five 20-plus-win sea-
sons, all between 1959 and 1973.
That’s also when they won all three
of their Union County Tournament
titles (1959, 1963, 1965), both of
their sectional crowns (1962, 1972)
and their only state title (1972).

Under coach John Lay, the 1959
team went 24-3, and the 1962 and ’63

teams went 23-3 and 21-3. Horne’s
first two WHS teams went 25-2 in 1972
and 24-2 the following year. The over-
all record for that 15-year run was 236
wins, 110 losses, a 68.2 winning per-
centage against mostly Union and Essex
county teams.

The deepest runs in the state tourna-
ment since 1973 were in 1981 and
2016, when the Devils won twice be-
fore falling in the sectional semifinals.

Since the previous two winters had
6-13 and 13-10 records, there were few
expectations of any kind of champion-
ship going into that 1971-72 season, at
least not outside the team’s players and
coaching staff. But there was some
hope. Coach Ed Tirone’s 1970 and ’71
junior varsity teams had gone 15-7 and
18-4, losing in the county jayvee finals
both years.

The ’72 team won its first 15 games,
narrowly edging Scotch Plains, Roselle
Catholic, Colonia (in overtime) and
Thomas Jefferson. After getting buried
by 40 points in the first meeting,
Cranford ended that streak with an 82-
78 victory. Four more wins followed,
including a two-pointer over Linden,
which quickly bounced back to oust the
Blue Devils, 54-51, in the Union County

Tournament semifinals. Closing out the
regular season with a win over Hill-
side, WHS was now primed for the
state tournament – and its date with
destiny.

Parsippany Hills fell, 88-43, in the
state opener, as Pfeiffer led five in
double digits with 16 points. But it was
nail-biter city after that, beating four
really good opponents by a combined
11 points. The last three opponents had
a combined record of 71-5.

First was the rubber match with
Cranford, a 61-59 victory that was de-
cided on a late putback by Novacek.
The Cougars still time, but Pfeiffer
blocked a shot by Norm Hobbie (27
points). Goski had 18 points.

Thomas Jefferson fell, 52-50, in the
sectional final before 2,200 at Roselle
Catholic. TJ finished the season with a
23-2 record and eight wins over top-20
opponents; its two losses were to
Westfield by a combined three points.
Novacek had 16, and Simmons hit four
straight foul shots late in the game.
Meanwhile Goski and Reddy put the
defensive clamps on Monte Jones, hold-
ing him to just three points.

In the state semifinals at Princeton,
stubborn North Section 1 champion
Hackensack was put away 56-51. Goski
had 20 points, Pfeiffer added 17 and Lee
provided great play after Reddy went
down with an injury in the second quarter.

The state Group 4 championship
game against Triton was on Saturday,
March 18, at Princeton’s Jadwin Gym,
with a reported crowd of 4,600 on
hand. Triton, which came into the game
with one loss and riding a 24-game win
streak, had advanced by downing pe-
rennial power Trenton in the other semi-
final. While it wasn’t pretty, the Devils
survived in overtime, 44-42. Novacek
had 17 points, including another game-
winning, last-second putback, this time
off a missed free throw.

The Blue Devils had opened up a 27-
13 lead in the second period and then
had to hold off the Mustangs. Trailing
by two in the closing seconds, Triton
tied the game on a steal and layup, but
missed the ensuing free throw, forcing
overtime.

“This team,” said Lay, then the
school’s athletic director, “had some-
thing special, an ingredient you may
only find once in a lifetime.”

When the team was inducted into the
Westfield Athletic Hall of Fame in
November 2000, Reddy penned “A
Team to Remember,” a 1,074-word
poem to celebrate the magic moment.
Here are the final 16 lines, picking up
after the sloppy title-game win.

We were mad at how we’d played
that day; we’d barely got it done.

We hardly looked like a team that
could be called number one.

But Piker reassured me as we rode
into the sun,

‘Years from now, they won’t care
how, only that we won.’

Tom’s been proven right, of course;
we’ve made the Hall of Fame.

We did the thing we had to do, we
won our final game.

We were very fortunate; we got to
live our dream.

It was a Cinderella season; it was
an extra special team.

So bye-bye Miss American Pie,
That championship season was our

all-time high,
but these old boys aren’t ready to

die.
No, this team will never die.
’Cause good teams come and good

teams go,
but there never ever was as great a

show,
as the one we put on back in ’72,
when Horne and his boys made the

dream come true.
The intervening years have taken the

players around the country and beyond.
But what those players accomplished
during the winter of 1971-72 is some-
thing they will have forever, wherever
they are. Now 46 years later, and after
more than 100 years of WHS hoops, the
1971-72 team still holds the best record
(25-2) and remains the only state cham-
pion in program history.

And they’re coming back home on
March 10, maybe for the final time as a
team, to celebrate that season – their
moment in the sun.

THIS AND THAT
Sophomores CJ Composto and Luke

Hoerle became WHS’s first duo to win
regional wrestling championships since
1996, when Cory Posey and Mike Baly
captured Region 3 titles. (It was
Composto’s second Region 4 title.)
Twice WHS has had three region cham-
pions: Mark Dennis, Rich Gottlick and
Chris Campbell in 1973; Dave Tinnesz,
Joe Birmingham and John Iglar in 1977.
Ironically, WHS’s last state champion,
Christian Barber in 2011, was a Region
3 runnerup, his only loss in a 41-1
season.

Senior Spencer Weigand took fourth
in the 800-meter run at Sunday’s Meet
of Champions. His time was 1:57.43.

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY, CJ
Yesterday, Feb. 28, 2018, was the

30th clean anniversary for my brother
‘CJ’. That’s XXX, and that’s a HUGE
one.

ON THIS DATE
1980: Gary Kehler’s wrestling team

beat Morristown, 29-22, to win the
North 2 Group 4 title. It was the first
year of the sectional tournaments.

IN PASSING
Bill Heinz, a standout two-way tackle

on a 10-0 WHS football team in 1944,
passed away last week in Harrisburg,
Pa. Heinz transferred from Admiral
Farragut Academy as a senior and earned
second-team all-state. He was voted
the team’s MVP. That o-line was one of
coach Joe Freeman’s best – ends George
Clarke and Jack Salvato, tackles Heinz
and co-captain Henry Rowan, guards
John Chironna and Ed McGinley, and
center Charles Frankenbach.

Morristown Tops Westfield, 3-2,
In NJ Public B Ice Hockey Tourney

Only four successful teams that play
New Jersey high school varsity ice
hockey end their season with a vic-
tory. The Westfield squad knew their
2017-2018 campaign would likely end
in disappointment, but not in heart-
breaking style. Unfortunately, the Blue
Devils fell to Morristown in a New
Jersey Public B tournament round of
16 tilt by a final of 3-2. Suddenly and
unceremoniously a magical season
was over.

The team wrapped up their incred-
ibly successful year with a record of
13-7-2. Senior Matt Rittendale served
as the team captain and the alternate
captains were senior Kenneth Meyer
and junior Christopher (CJ) Duffy.
Outstanding leadership came from
other seniors on the squad: Andrew
Johnson-Milstein, Sean Biglin, Matt
Cetlin, Leo Warsh, Tanner Devin, and
Bryce Dannevig. Head coach Joe
Bertucci, along with assistant coaches
George Giresi and Spencer Truesdell,
provided sage and inspirational coun-
sel along the way. These bench gener-
als worked tirelessly all year and their
efforts were rewarded.

The Blue Devils season took a sig-
nificant hit before they even got started

when senior Sean Taylor was lost to
season-ending surgery. As it turns out
Taylor played a critical role in the
team’s success with continued
mentoring, encouragement and a keen
fashion sense behind the bench and at
every point throughout the year.

The ice men in blue and white ral-
lied to create a memorable campaign.
Some of the team highlights from the
season included: Union County cham-
pions for just the second time, Fin-
ished 3 in the highly competitive
McInnis conference, Ranked 8 in the
NJ state Public B (group of death)
tournament, Handed the rival Sum-
mit Hilltoppers (ranked 11 in the state)
one of only two losses on the season

Individual honors achieved by the
players: Kenneth Meyer – 1st team all-
conference, Matt Rittendale – 2nd team
all-conference, recorded his 100th ca-
reer varsity point, CJ Duffy – NJ.com,
Hockey Clan and New Jersey Devils
player of the month, Union County
tournament MVP, Andrew Johnson-
Milstein – Honorable mention all-con-
ference, Trevor Tanella – Honorable
mention all-conference, named one of
the top 50 sophomores in the state

As the season came to a close, the

Westfield High School boys varsity
hockey team recalled the words of the
immortal Dr. Seuss, “Don’t cry be-
cause it’s over, smile because it hap-
pened.”

During the off-season fans can fol-
low the WHS boys varsity ice hockey
team on Twitter (@westfieldpuck) and
visit the team website
(westfieldicehockey.net) to see up-
coming events and activities. The pro-
gram is already looking forward to
next season – here we go boys…

PUBLIC NOTICE
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY

CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY

DOCKET NO. F-006207-17
FILE NO. 23323-17

NOTICE TO REDEEM

MTAG CUST FIG CAP INVEST
NJ13; PLAINTIFF VS. EMILY
MISLAN AKA EMILY MISLIN;
JOHN DOE, HUSBAND OF
EMILY MISLAN AKA EMILY
MISLIN, SAID NAME JOHN
DOE BEING FICTITIOUS;
MARY KUBALA, HER HEIRS,
DEVISEES AND PERSONAL
REPRESENTATIVES AND
HIS, HER, THEIR OR ANY OF
THEIR SUCCESSORS IN
RIGHT, TITLE AND INTER-
EST; P.D.C. GROUP, INC.;
DEFENDANT(S)

TO: EMILY MISLAN AKA EMILY
MISLIN; JOHN DOE, HUSBAND OF
EMILY MISLAN AKA EMILY MISLIN,
SAID NAME JOHN DOE BEING FICTI-
TIOUS; MARY KUBALA, HER HEIRS,
DEVISEES AND PERSONAL REPRE-
SENTATIVES AND HIS, HER, THEIR OR
ANY OF THEIR SUCCESSORS IN
RIGHT, TITLE AND INTEREST; P.D.C.
GROUP, INC.;

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that an order
made on February 27, 2018, the Superior
Court Fixed April 13, 2018 between the
hours of nine o’clock in the forenoon and
four o’clock in the afternoon, prevailing
time, at the office of the Tax Collector of
LINDEN, located at 301 NORTH WOOD
AVENUE, LINDEN, NEW JERSEY 07036
as the time and place when and where you
may pay to the plaintiff the amount so
found due for principal and interest on its
certificate of tax sale as follows:

LOT 19 ADTL LOTS: 17, 6B, 7A BLOCK
178 on the tax duplicate of LINDEN. Total
amount required to redeem tax sale certifi-
cate no. 13-00226 is $22,189.58, together
with interest from January 31, 2018 and
costs of $1,234.42.

And that unless, at the same time and
place, you or one of you redeem by paying
the aforesaid sum so found due to plaintiff,
then you, and each of you shall be de-
barred and foreclosed of and from all right
and equity of redemption of, in and to the
lands and premises above set out and
described in the complaint and every part
thereof, and that the plaintiff be vested with
an absolute and indefeasible estate of
inheritance in fee simple in said lands and
premises.

Anything to the contrary notwithstand-
ing, redemption shall be permitted up until
the entry of final judgment including the
whole of the last date upon which judg-
ment is entered.

Michael G. Pellegrino, Esq.
Attorney for Plaintiff

PELLEGRINO & FELDSTEIN, L.L.C.
290 Route 46 West
Denville, New Jersey 07834
(973) 586-2300
1 T - 3/1/18, The Leader Fee: $61.20

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF GARWOOD

NOTICE OF PENDING
BOND ORDINANCE AND SUMMARY

The bond ordinance, the summary terms
of which are included herein, was intro-
duced and passed upon first reading at a
meeting of the Borough Council of the
Borough of Garwood, in the County of
Union, State of New Jersey, on February
27, 2018. It will be further considered for
final passage, after public hearing thereon,
at a meeting of the Borough Council to be
held at its meeting room in the Municipal
Building, 403 South Avenue, Garwood,
New Jersey, on March 13, 2018 at 7:15
P.M. During the week prior to and up to and
including the date of such meeting copies
of the full ordinance will be available, at no
cost and during regular business hours, at
the Clerk’s office for the members of the
general public who shall request the same.
The summary of the terms of such bond
ordinance follows:

BOND ORDINANCE NO. 18-03

TITLE:  BOND ORDINANCE
TO AUTHORIZE THE UNDER-
TAKING OF THE STRUC-
TURAL STABILIZATION
PROJECT AT THE MICHAEL
R. CRINCOLI RECREATION
BUILDING IN, BY AND FOR
THE BOROUGH OF
GARWOOD, IN THE COUNTY
OF UNION, STATE OF NEW
JERSEY, TO APPROPRIATE
THE SUM OF $50,000 TO PAY
THE COST THEREOF, TO
MAKE A DOWN PAYMENT,
TO AUTHORIZE THE ISSU-
ANCE OF BONDS TO FI-
NANCE SUCH APPROPRIA-
TION AND TO PROVIDE FOR
THE ISSUANCE OF BOND AN-
TICIPATION NOTES IN AN-
TICIPATION OF THE ISSU-
ANCE OF SUCH BONDS.

Purpose(s): Undertaking of the Struc-
tural Stabilization Project at the Michael R.
Crincoli Recreation Building in, by and for
the Borough.

Appropriation:  $50,000
Bonds/Notes Authorized:  $47,600
Grants (if any) Appropriated: $-0-
Section 20 Costs:  $-0-
Useful Life: 15 years

This Notice is published pursuant to
N.J.S.A. 40A:2-17.

Christina M Ariemma, RMC
Municipal Clerk

1 T - 3/1/18, The Leader Fee: $52.53

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

The Board of Adjustment of the Town of
Westfield, New Jersey will meet on March
14, 2018 in the Council Chambers at the
Municipal Building, 425 East Broad Street,
Westfield, New Jersey at 7:30 p.m. to hear
and consider the following appeal for vari-
ances from the requirements of the
Westfield Land Use Ordinance.

Elegant Homes NJ, LLC, 321 Elm
Street, Block 1003, Lot 9. Applicant is
seeking “c” and “d” variance approval to
demolish an existing one family home and
construct a two family dwelling which is a
permitted use in the RM-8 zone. Applicant
seeks variances from the following Sec-
tions of the Land Use Ordinance: Section
11.11E8 which requires maximum build-
ing height of 32 feet, while 38.3 feet is
proposed (a “d” variance); Section
11.11E11 which allows a maximum all
improvements coverage of 40%, while
40.3% is proposed; Section 12.04E which
allows a maximum Floor Area Ratio of
25%, while 36.2% is proposed (a “d” vari-
ance); Section 12.04F1 which allows a
Maximum Building Coverage (without
porch) of 20%, while 22% is proposed;
12.04F3 which requires a maximum build-
ing coverage (with porch) of 23.5%, while
25.4% is proposed; Section 11.11E6 which
requires minimum side yard of 10 feet,
while 8.2 feet is proposed; Section
11.11E14 which requires detached ga-
rages, while two attached garages are
proposed (a “d” variance).

Variances, waivers or exceptions from
certain site plan details, or relief from re-
quirements may be sought as appropriate.

Plans and applications are on file in the
office of the Town Engineer, 959 North
Avenue West, Westfield, New Jersey and
may be seen Monday through Friday from
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Linda Jacus, Secretary
Board of Adjustment

1 T - 3/1/18, The Leader Fee: $41.31

Photo courtesy of James Finver

UNION COUNTY TOURNAMENT CHAMPS...The Blue Devils defeated Sum-
mit for the Union County Tournament crown.

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD

PLANNING BOARD

TAKE NOTICE that on the 21st day of
February, 2018 the Planning Board of the
Township of Cranford, in the County of
Union took the following action:

1. Adjourned Application # PBA-17-
00004, Hartz Mountain Industries, Appli-
cant, 750 Walnut Avenue, Block: 541, Lot:
2, C-3 Zone. Applicant is seeking to re-
zone the subject property to eliminate the
office and warehousing uses in favor of
multi-family residential use (§136-13) until
May 16, 2018.

2. Adjourned Application #PBA-18-
00003, Birchwood Developers Urban Re-
newal Associates, LLC, Applicant, 215 &
235 Birchwood Avenue, Block: 292, Lot: 2,
& Block 291, Lot 15.01, IMR Zone. Appli-
cant is seeking preliminary and final site
plan approval for a proposed multi-family
residential redevelopment with no vari-
ances and one design waiver until March
21, 2018.

Donna Pedde
Board Secretary

1 T - 3/1/18, The Leader Fee: $24.99
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DiFrancesco Earns
Spring Dean’s List

PHILADELPHIA, Penn. –
Dominick DiFrancesco of Scotch
Plains earned the Dean’s list at  Phila-
delphia University for the Spring
2017 semester.

To attain the Dean’s List under-
graduates students must carry 12
credits and have a grade point aver-
age of 3.60 or better.

EXPERT  MATH TUTOR

Personalized coaching in all H.S.

math subjects incl.  AP calculus

Highly experienced,

Great results

Call Mel  732-603-9521

 

Laura Bilodeau Overdeck 
  Former Westfield resident, WHS ‘87, 
Founder/President of Bedtime Math 

   

“Truth in Numbers” 
 

Curing the “math anxiety gap” with Bedtime Math,  

a nationwide nonprofit that helps young kids love math. 
 

Wednesday, May 2  7:00 pm 

 

Carol Tener 
Longtime Westfield resident, realtor, 

and Westfield Historical Society Board member 

“Architectural Gems in Westfield” 
 

Learn about the history of our wonderful  

old homes and neighborhoods. 
 

Wednesday, November 7  7:00 pm 

The Westfield Memorial Library  550 East Broad Street 
Westfield, NJ 07090 908.789.4090  www.wmlnj.org 

It’s your Library … make the most of it 

Open to the public.  Pre-registration required.  

Register online at www.wmlnj.org  or call 908.789.4090 ext. 0. 

   Jim DeSarno 
 WHS Head Football Coach, 3-time Coach of the Year   

      

“Blue Devil Football— 
37 Games and Counting” 

 

The story behind three consecutive state championships  

and the longest winning streak in New Jersey history. 
  

Wednesday, March 14  7:00 pm 

WANT ADVANCE NOTICE? 
 

Join the Hale Series mailing list! 

 Send your email address to: 

HaleSeries@gmail.com 

Josh Albertson 
  Westfield native and resident,  

WHS ’92, and Inman Group CEO  
 

“Digital Media Is Dead,  

Long Live Digital Media" 
 

The former Vox, Gawker, Curbed, Eater & Racked exec  

talks about the past and future of making news online.  
 

Wednesday, October 3   7:00 pm 

 

Made possible by grants from  

The Anne and Lee Hale Fund and The Thomas Glasser Foundation   
 

Hosted by the Friends of the Westfield Memorial Library 

Expand Your Mind through the 

11th Annual Hale Speaker Series 

All programs are held in the Westfield Memorial Library Meeting Room 

Grade 12
High Honor Roll

Olivia Abdy, Serena Annucci,
Steven Avila, Olivia Barcia, Pablo
Becerra, Madeline Bord, Caitlin
Bourke, Brandon Boyarsky, Amber
Bretz, Caitlin Bromm, Bailey Brown,
Abbe-Gayle Burton, Zoe Cardenas,
Francesca Carlino, Josephine
Catuogno, Kristyn Cerini, David
Chango, Lisa Channaoui, Amy Chen,
Rachel Cieslinski, Stephanie
Colinders, Phoebe Collins, Sade
Corneille, Isabella Corsaro, Declan
Costello, Catherine Crane, Rosella
Cuomo, Lauren Daniele, Tyler
Daniskas, Hannah Davis, Maria Del
Sordi, Gauri Deshpande, Amy
Deutschmeister, Victor DeVizio,
Jordann DeVore, Anthony DiNizo,
Olivia Dobies, Zhengjie Dong, Nicho-
las Dudin, Anna Dunchus, Julia
Dunlap, Caroline English, Gina
Fahrenholz, Grace Fontana, Hayley
Friedman, Patrick Gannon, Alanna
Gaona, Danielle Glickstein, Adam
Glod, Madison Goldberg, Emily
Gonyou, Amelia Graham, Rachel
Graham, Samantha Graifer, Avery
Greenberg, Michael Gross, James
Hahn, Nina Halberstadter, Cooper
Heisey, Emily Hill, Rourke Hillyer,
Paige Hoblitzell, Allison Hochman,
William Holloway, Mohamed Ramy
Hosny, Isabella Hurtado, Mackenzie
Inacker, Aubrey Johnson, Kayla Jo-
seph, Alexander Joshua, Scott Kai-
ser, Liam Kinney, Ryan Koncsol, Tara
Krishna, Kayla Krutis, Hayley
Kumpf, Jennifer Lambert, Ryan Lee,
Michael Leegan, Rachel Ley, Brianna
Linder, Andrew Lomuscio, Olivia
London, Matthew Lozito, Alexander
Lynch, Rachel Maizes, Jared Mann,
Adam Mayerson, Briana McGowan,
Connor McKenzie, Paige McMorrow,
Sara Miller, Kaysia Minor, Sierra
Moorman, Danielle Mrozek, Nicho-
las Musano, Erika Muskus, Dhvanil
Nanshah, Mackenzie O’Brien, Jes-
sica O’Neill, Erica Paprocki, Nikita
Paranjape, Andrew Parvin, Niva
Patel, Anna Piekutowski, Matthew
Porchetta, Cara Raderman, Daniel
Rastelli, Kerry Regan, Erin Rogers,
Rachel Rojek, Sophia Rosahl,
Kathryn Schauer, Alyssa Scheu,
Stephanie Schramm, Katherine
Schug, Eli Shenker, Jamie Sjonell,
Megan Small, Samantha Sprechman,
Isabella Sta Rosa, Gianna
Strzalkowski, Mikaela Tajo,

Honor Roll
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School - 2nd Marking Period

Erica Tellado, Lauren Trentacoste,
Ashley Vincent, Ryan Vincent,
Alexandra Vuono, Nicole Vuono,
Bridget Wallden, Connor Wirth, Karl
Wirth, Tristan Yang, Christopher
Zogg

Grade 12
Honor Roll

Dubem Agwu, Stephanie Alcine,
Jacob Anglin, Sara Banasiak, Gianna
Barba, Pauline Wanda Bayotas,
Ashley Becker, Kylie Beirne, Danielle
Bowles, Rachel Breit, Isabel Brett,
Maggie Broders, Jack Cannon, Derek
Cappadoccia, Alexis Casterlow, Jus-
tin Chaillet, Edward Chrystal, Samuel
Colao, Joseph Costanzo, Rachael
Craig, Christian Culp, Nirmit
Damania, Khalif Dowdy, Patrick
Downey, Nya Downing, Laura
Ducran, Lauren Eck, Benjamin
Essenfeld, Sydney Evans, Hannah
Finan, Matthew Fleck, Michael Fleck,
Zachary Fleischman, Clara Ford, Jake
Friedman, Nora Going, Anna Gumpel,
Caroline Gutierrez, Megan Hansen,
Trinity Hart, Nicholas Heath, Jakub
Hibner, Deja Holmes, Sean
Illanovsky, Quinn Kekelis, Andrew
Kriney, Madison Lawton, Jeremy
Lenart, Alex Lipshitz, Joshua Loango,
William Loop, Russell Lowell, Jack
Lynch, Daniel Magelinski, Alessandra
Makris, Jacob Malik, Emily Malool,
Alexander Manfra, Sydney
Martorano, Carolyn McArdle, Dou-
glas McIntyre, Kerri McNeely, Will-
iam Mebes, Kelly Mehorter, Kaitlyn
Mrozek, McKenzie Pagano, Nicho-
las Palazzolo, John Petris, Delphine
Prophete, Vaishnavi Ramanan,
Nathaniel Redmount, Jake Rigney,
Michael Rinaldi, Jessica Riporti,
Imani Rivers, Jakob Robles, Ramon
Rodriguez, Kevin Rohman, Nicholas
Route, Claudia Sahaj, James Santo
Salvo, Gabriella Scannell, Aaron
Schack, Henry Schnatter, Javin Scott,
Daniel Segal, Veronica Sendao, Ardita
Sinanovic, Brianne Sorge, Ryan
Spoljaric, Alexandra Testa, Joseph
Varela, Julia Verardi, Sydney Von
Oehsen, Taylor Watson, Jack White,
Victoria Wilkins, Ethan Wollman,
Samuel Wustefeld, Kimberly Zogg

Grade 11
High Honor Roll

Alexa Anselmo, Angela
Arvizzigno, Persis Baah, Aubrey
Bagdonas, James Bagdonas, Julia
Barnes, Rosemarie Barnes-Lilye, Sara
Barshap, Lauren Barth, Patricia
Bolivar, Garrett Boozer, Laura Brady,
Jeffrey Brenner, Thomas Brown,
Freya Natasha Buison, Tierra
Buissereth, Drew Burfeindt, Kara
Bush, Michelle Cagnassola, Kevin
Calabria, Gianna Calligy, Benjamin
Camacho, Joshua Canavan, Rachella
Carlino, Gianni Caro Esposito,
Giancarlo Castro, Alan Chen, Kayla
Chen, Kevin Chin, Anna Ciarrocca,
Madison Coleman, Noah Costanzo,
Saniya Dalvi, Anita Dazzo, Jessica
DeBellis, Lilliana Dec, Patrick
Dembiec, Stefanie DeVizio, Ashley
Diamond, Christina DiBella, Michael
Dieu, Angelo DiNizo, Nicholas
Dionisio, Carly Dvorin, Tyler Dvorin,
Zachary Evangelista, Alex Ferrara,
Alexandra Fischmann, Cristabella
Fortna, Mary Fossaceca, Benjamin
Fox, Colette Franciscus, Pedro
Garcia, Julianne Garner, Justin Gar-
ner, Luke Gelling, Samuel Goetz,
Vadim Gorbaty, Sarah Gorman, Sara
Greene, Vanessa Handy, Cassidy
Haugh, Madison Haugh, Olivia
Hausle, Jaclyn Horre, Payton Howell,
Jannine Huby, Sophia Iacona, Raina
Jablon, John Kayser, Joshua Klapper,
Gabriella Kowalczyk, Ben
Kuperschmid, Alexandra Lahetta,
Julianna Lamagna, Dominick
Lamastra, Michael-Andres Lancaster,
Jeffrey Lapidus, Thomas Laucik,
Melanie Litwin, Justin Lo, Carina
Lopac, Ricardo Lopez, Hannah
Lyman, Amy Magrino, Isabelle
Malaussena, Brent Mankin, Casandra
Martoccia, Jared Mascioli, Graham
McAlindin, Angelica Mencia, Ryan
Metzger, Rae Mikula, Massimo
Modica, Nicole Muenzen, Jake
Murphy, Niyah Nathaniel, Chloe
Nelson, Colin O’Brien, Patrick
O’Brien, Victoria O’Connor, James
Oakes-Garcia, Alex Oslislo, Laura
Pansulla, Conor Peterson, Julia
Poeschl, Carter Pomponio, Anthony
Porter, Jonathan Ramos, Eric
Refinski, Daniel Resnicoff, Zander
Reyes, Jelani Richardson, Zoe
Rouder, Molly Ryan, Jessica Sadel,
Abigail Saperstein, Nicole Scarano,
Cheryl Schneider, Kara Schramm,
Rachel Schuman, Maya
Schwartzman, Christopher Sekiya,
Shalini Shah, Joshua Sklarin, Nicho-
las Smith, Emily Smulewitz, Olivia
Speranza, Jacob Steinberg, Tyler
Stines, Jacqueline Stovall, Garrett
Swaak, Paul Szanto, Jessica Szulc,
Rachel Tang, Kyle Tannenbaum,
Nicole Tavares, Marco Toupence,

Juliet Trifiro, Anthony Triwahjudi,
Rock Valian, Anthony Vallejo, Joshua
Venick, Isabella Verga, Steven
Verrastro, Dakota Verrico, Justin
Walsh, Ryan Walsh, Caroline War-
ren, Adam Weiner, Mekayla White,
Charles Widder, Jovi Williams, Elena
Wollman, Isaac Wong, Lucy Zhang,
Alexa Zsak, Julia Zucosky

Grade 11
Honor Roll

Ryan Ackerman, Hamza Ali,
Francesca Amore, Gina Avila,
Katyana Avila, Veronica Azanedo,
Christopher Bagdonas, Josiah Baik,
Paolo Antonio Bayotas, Steven
Bercher, Kyle Burton, Peter Canevari,
Marcello Cappuccio, Matthew
Carrascoso, Nicole Cevallos, Mia
Cimino, Sarah Citarella, Ryan Cleary,
Patrick Cuccurullo, Elizabeth
Daniskas, Eboni Davis, John
DeMarco, Riley DeProspero, Alyssa
DeSimone, Gabrielle Dickstein,
Rachel DiFabrizio, Meghan Duthie,
Jessica Edelman, Matthew Fazzino,
Casey Ferguson, Madison Gal, Will-
iam Gale, Justin Giaimo, Theodore
Giandana, Marisa Goldberg, Bran-
don Green, Alina Harms, Shane
Hernandez, Jake Hogan, Erin
Hopkins, Jack Hosmer, John Huby,
Kaitlyn Jackmin, Sydney Jenkinson,
Ryan Johnson, Stanley Kanu, Jenni-
fer Kirian, David Kloepfer, Timothy
Lamberta, Kaitlyn Lamendola, Tho-
mas Larmore, Ava Leichtling, Jacob
Leigh, Robert Leonardo, Margaux
Lievre, Julia Lomonte, Matthew
Mahmet, Anton Mayorenko, Shan-
non McCreesh, Brenna McNamara,
Zachary Meyers, Daniel Mitchell,
Matthew Monroy, Spencer Moran,
Caroline Nguyen, Julia Pankiewitz,
Griffin Pawelec, Jack Pedersen, Sh-
annon Persaud, Ryan Puri, Jack
Quinones, Maryam Ramjohn, Kayla
Reisberg, William Ricci Jr, Justin
Rizzi, Colleen Robinson, Timothy
Roden, Martin Rogoff, Daniela
Russo, Thomas Ryan, Peter Sailsman,
Thomas Scarcella, Audrey Smith,
Max Steele, Maggie Traina, Maria
Villeda, George Waweru, Elizabeth
Weinreb, Daniel Wilkinson, John
Williamson, Morgan Wilson, Daniel
Wright, Abigail Yarbenet, Imran
Zubair

Grade 10
High Honor Roll

Connor Alchus, Dylan Allen,
Gabrielle Aloe, Taylor Anthony, Jared
Arkin, Eden Austin, Delaney Baliko,
Marissa Bamrick, Joseph Barge, Evan
Bensulock, Sydney Blacker, Julianna
Blanco, Kailey Bondarowicz, Patrick
Bourke, Michael Braun, Morgan
Brown, Nicole Brozak, Catherine
Buren, Remy Cardarelli, Catherine
Carter, Summer Carver, Sofia
Casimiro, Lea Cerini, Josephine
Cerino, Alexa Chan, Antoinette
Chango, Katherine Chouinard, Ryan
Ciarrocca, James Cirillo, Garret
Clausen, Jordan Clement, Guadalupe
Coahuilas, Sabrina Cruz, Nicole
DeFrancesco, Carina DelCore, Madi-
son Diamond, Kayleigh Downey,
Sophie Drapkin, Matthew Dreyfus,
Neema Enayati, Sean Fanning, Jen-
nifer Fleck, Justin Fletcher, Ryan
Flynn, Maritza Garcia, Mason Glod,
Jada Gomillion, Emily Grill, Chris-
tina Gubernat, Ryan Gumpel, Akhil
Gundra, Jake Hahn, Emma Hastrup,
Emily Herman, Olivia Hobbs, Sarah
Horn, William Huang, Emelyne
Johns, Vikram Kalsi, Nicole Kenny,
Lauren Kieltyka, Jacqueline Kirian,
Gabrielle Klausner, Brooke Klurman,
Ashleigh Lancaster, Hannah
Lancaster, Jessica Lancaster, Joy
Lytch, Valeria Macchini, Aleezah
Madraswalla, Raion Magallanes,
Caden Mari, Joseph Marta, Clara
Masback, Ian McCormack, James
McNichol, Harrison Mills, Kimora
Minor, Ethan Morrobel, Christina
Mouckas, Cassidy Novello, Emma
O’Brien, Jadie Pearl, Lindsey
Porchetta, Athena Postlewait, Esteban
Quinones, Christian Ramalho, Sarah
Rata, Aadith Ratish, Isabella
Richardson, Patrick Ritter, Olivia
Robertiello, Felipe Rodrigues, Sarai
Romero, Mallory Rothweiler, Irina
Ruzina, Henry Saltzman, Noah
Samms, Julia Sassoon, Maria
Schmidt, Rachel Schoss, David
Schulman, Megan Sheehy, Olivia
Shih, Matthew Skolar, Gwendolyn
Sleat, Julia Solsky, Carly Spellman,
Skylar Stagaard, Anne Stuart, Elora
Tamburri, Meghan Taylor, Emma
Thumann, Madison Toll, Gabriella
Tomon, Joseph Touris, Andres
Trujillo, Christopher Tsuchiya,
Siddarth Vadavatha, Derick Vega,
Justin Verceles, Kaylah Webb, Bran-
don Weinberg, Ryan Widman, Kaelah
Wiggins, Sophia Wilkins, Lexa
Winigrad, Eli Wolman, Tara Wolman,
Keri Yang, Jonathan Yu, Julia Yu,
Olivia Zambrio, Kelly Zimmerman,
Rachel Zucker

Grade 10
Honor Roll

Mia Alvarez, Kaitlyn Amato, Jake
Arrogante, Lauren Azzarello, Michael
Besante, Charles Bunin, Julie
Ciccarino, Rosanna Colella, Daniel
Coyle, Devon Danielovich, Michael
Dembiec, Robert Dencker, Michael
DiFrancesco, Sarah Dill,

Gabriel Donatelli, Christopher
Downey, Abigail Friedman, Lucia
Furfaro-Rodriguez, Michaela Genty,
Nicholas Giamella, Isabelle Gilles,
Kayla Giuffi, Keli Hayes, Lily
Higgins, Brian Huang, Kyle Isolda,
Amanda Jaffe, Nicholas Januszanis,
Cheyenne Jones, Emily Jones,
Gabrielle Khan, Jordan Kleinbaum,
Miriam Kother, Nicholas LaFerrera,
Ryan Lamberta, Erin Lay, Charles
Levine, Antonio Lomonte, Lindsey
Magee, Jordan Margolis, Christopher
McArdle, Robert Mebes, Matthew
Mouckas, Christopher Muskus, Kayla
Nitti, Kelly Nitti, Alyssa Nunez,
Alyssa Pankiewitz, Philleshia
Pershay-Spearman, Grace Ponterio,
Sophie Pritchett, Samuel Reeson,
Dana Ricketts, Cassie Robinson,
Carolina Samuelian, Samantha
Samuelian, Kristina Sapienza,
Frederick Saunders, Victoria Savoca,
Julianna Scarcella, Grace Schiller,
Carter Slifer, Madilynne Slifer, Brett
Strug, Michael Tardi, Amanda
Toupence, Danielle Vuono, Kaitlyn
Walsh, Brian Weideli, Grace White,
Justin Williams, Harrison Wustefeld,
Chloe Yang, Samantha Yip

Grade 9
High Honor Roll

Grace Abdy, Ezri Abraham,
Oluwaseun Adekunle, Akinbusola
Akinwunmi, Chloe Alce, Adam Ali,
Kotey Ashie, Tracy Bagdonas, Elena
Balecha, Eshaan Basu, Ethan
Berkman, Julia Blaschak, Dylan
Bordman, Lauren Brenner, Nicole
Britt, Hunter Cardenas, Anthony
Castelli, Luke Checchio, Alyssa Chen,
Vivian Chiang, Emma Chichester,
Kaelie Chung, Haley Cino, Juliette
Ciullo, Dante Corsaro, John Michael
Cristobal, Eric Cunningham,
Meredith Czurlanis, John Dazzo,
Katherine DeFouw, Matthew
Dembiec, Amit Deshpande, Sofia
Dietze, Shannon Downey, Ryan Eng,
Gabriella Essenfeld, Colin Fanning,
Alexander Fazzino, Mary Fazzino,
Conor Feeney, Lenore Ferguson,
Besnik Ferizi, Owen Ferrone, Claire
Fisher, Joshua Fox, Jamie Frank,
Dylan Fuimo, Nicholas Hale, Abigail
Hanvey, Ava Hausle, Elisa Herstatt,
Lily Holston, Marlena Holston, Jack-
son Hopkins, Preston Hung, Jessica
Jimenez, Luke Jones, Chloe
Kaminsky, Ishwari Katdare, Jordan
Katz, Joseph Kern, Emily Kessler,
Shruti Khandelwal, Hailey Kinard,
Benjamin Krauss, Hannah Kriney,
Shelby Kumpf, Sean Lage, Gabrielle
Lancaster, Rebecca Lancaster, Evelyn
Liang, Li Hong Lin, Joseph Linder,
Matthew London, Jolie Lubalin,
Corinne Lyght, Michael Marino,
Patricia McHugh, Mae Merkle, James
Middleton, Natalie Mikula, Brendan
Mullany, Natalia Nervi, Jayden
Nyamiaka, Maxwell Oross, Kaitlyn
Otero, Ethan Pawelec, Emma Philip,
Hana Ramjohn, Sarai Reuben, Julian
Rijo, Miles Roper, Hadley Rose,
Abigail Ryan, Marcus Sandy, Erica
Schindler, Jessica Schramm, Erica
Schug, Alexa Seefeldt, Alessandra
Serio, Daniel Sicinski, Serena Sirchio,
Christopher Skwirut, Rachel Small,
Daniel Soler, Isabella Sutton, Mat-
thew Syvertsen, Haley Tavares,
Serena Thomas, Justin Tran, Zoe
Vasquez, Alexa Vierschilling, Andrew
Villardi, Maya Waldman, Carly
Walker, Ryann Wall, Eric Watt,
Allison Weisser, Alexander
Werkheiser, Zoe Wernsing, Hayden
Widder, Jonathan Wiener, Taylor
Winslow, Jamie Wirth, Zackery
Wong, Ciara Worthey, Qadir Zara

Grade 9
Honor Roll

Kieren Adams, Kyra Antonello,
Mia Aponte, Jesse Artz, Kayla Avila,
Tobias Bachman, Lydia Baik, Anjila
Banks, Lindsey Bartley, Anay Basu,
Sofia Beardsley, Jake Bensulock,
Erika Bretz, Marissa Burton, Olivia
Calcaterra, Anthony Cammarano,
Amaya Casterlow, Abigail Colao,
Abigail Conklin, Michael DePaola,
Rhythm Desai, Jonathan Dionisio,
Owen Donahue, Rachel Ducran, Ryan
Duthie, David Farin, Maura Farrell,
Daniel Ferrone, Jacob Fleischer,
Elizabeth Flynn, Lucia Fontana,
Monica Forman, Justyanna Fortna,
Joseph Gale, Joshua Garcia, Ava
Gelling, Jade Glassman, Brandon
Greenberg, Emma Guan, Ethan
Heifetz, Rebecca Hernandez, Ryen
Hoover, Taylor Hopkins, Brendan
Huszcza, Zachary Jachera, Victor
Johnson, Katherine Judge, Ibraheem
Khan, Paul Koizumi, Elisa
Laurenzano, Meagan Lavin, Maura
Leahy, Cynthia Liang, Julia Liberto,
Rachel Lubeck, Zachary Lubeck,
Alexa Mach, Lucas Mackey, Jack
Manville, William Mauer, Roy
McGowan, Jordan McQuoid, Vincent
Milano, Emily Muench, Clare Murphy,
Holly Nelson, Sabrina Ngu, Max
Niessen, Elias Pahountis, Michael
Paleski, Kayla Paprocki, Roman
Perrelli, Derek Porter, Lucien Prophete,
Kaitlyn Reilly, Brian Roessle, Juan
Diego Rojas Camargo, Chloe Rousseau,
Dillon Ryan, Katherine Ryan, Matthew
Sabony, William Schetelich, Paul
Schiumo, Julia Sepinwall, Christopher
Shapiro, Mateusz Sierant, Caitlyn
Sinagra, Margaret Smith, Nathaniel Sta
Rosa, Madison-Anne StaRosa, Nicho-
las Susino, Alexandra Swiatek, Nicho-
las Tittanegro, Arianna Ursino, Jamie
Valian, Abraham Valverde, Thomas Von
Oehsen, Miranda Walsh,
Quinn Williamson, Aidan Young,
Annie Zames

SOUPER KIDS...Lincoln School in Garwood joined forces with the organizers of
the "Souper Bowl of Caring" in utilizing Super Bowl weekend in America to
mobilize young people to help fight hunger and poverty in their local communities.
Souper Bowl of Carings' vision is to transform Super Bowl weekend into
America's largest youth-led weekend of giving and serving.  Pictured are members
of Lincoln School's student council and the Garwood Knights of Columbus, who,
along with the entire Lincoln School community, collected over 550 nonperishable
food items during a school spirit filled week leading up to Super Bowl Sunday. The
student council, led by Tamara Benc, donated the items to the Garwood Knights
of Columbus food bank.

Senior Citizen’s Day Planned
At Scotch Plains-Fanwood HS

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Student
Government Association’s annual Se-
nior Citizen’s Day will be held on Thurs-
day, March 15 at Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School (SPFHS). The
day’s activities begin at 10 a.m. and end
at 1 p.m. This is a fun-filled day for
student volunteers and senior citizens
alike. The day will start off with a
complimentary breakfast, and guests
will enjoy performances by the
Moonglowers, dance team, step squad,
and cheerleaders. Attendees will also
participate in games such as “Name

that Tune” and Bingo, as well as view
scenes from the school’s spring musi-
cal, Once Upon a Mattress. A delicious
catered lunch by the SPFHS lunch staff
will conclude this wonderful day.

Several bussing  options are avail-
able to seniors: 9:15 a.m. a bus from to
the Senior Citizens Community Group
in Scotch Plains on Lake Avenue and a
shuttle will begin running at 9:20 a.m.
from Scotch Hills. Buses will return to
the high school at 1 p.m. and will bring
back guests to their respective loca-
tions.

Local Students Earn Dean's
List at Gettysburg College

GETTYSBURG, Penn. –
Gettysburg College students with a
quality point average in the range of
3.300 to 3.599 for a semester's work
are placed on the Deans' Commen-
dation List. The following students

from your area have been placed on
the Fall 2017 list:

Jessica Casale of Cranford, Class
of 2018; Joshua Cucuzzella of
Cranford, Class of 2020; Maria
Nemeth of Westfield, Class of 2020;
Keelyn Weber of Westfield, Class
of 2021; Samantha Anastasiou of
Scotch Plains, Class of 2021; Jer-
emy Haas of Scotch Plains, Class of
2019; and Brian Taylor of Fanwood,
Class of 2021.

Students Earn Faculty
Honors at Georgia Tech

ATLANTA, Ga. – The following
students earned the distinction of Fac-
ulty Honors for Fall 2017 at the Geor-
gia Institute of Technology. This des-
ignation is awarded to undergraduate
students who have a 4.0 academic
average for the semester.

Yanni Angelides of Westfield and
Sidharth Eleswarapu of Westfield.

Saint Peter’s Prep Bestows
Spirit Award to SP Resident
JERSEY CITY – Spirit Awards, the

highest non-academic honor a student
at Saint Peter’s Prep can receive, were
presented to students following the Ash
Wednesday prayer service, continuing
a 36-year Prep tradition of recognizing
the unsung heroes of the school com-
munity.  The first Prep Spirit Awards
were presented in November 1981.

Scotch Plains resident Sean
FitzGibbbon, '18, son of Marjorie and
Thomas FitzGibbon, was cited for his

variety of interests and openness to
growth.  He is involved in the Academic
Bowl, Psychology Club, Pax Christi,
and the Campus Ministry Team.  He
was selected to lead a junior retreat
earlier this year and was commended
for his attention to detail and commit-
ment to others. A member of Prep's
state championship fencing team, Sean
was commended for coaching younger
students and persevering in spite of
injury.

Marketing is
the New Black
goleader.com/form/bulletin
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that keeps giving all year ...
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Easily done online at:
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Please send my gift subscription starting with the next issue.
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DIVORCE MEDIATION
“Problem Solving for Families in Transition”

· Divorce Mediation 
· Collaborative Divorce
· Mediation Counseling
· Attorney Review 

THE LAW OFFICES OF MICHAEL R. MAGARIL
114 S. EUCLID AVENUE, WESTFIELD, NJ 07090 (908) 389-0100

Visit our website at www.magaril.com    e-mail: mrm@magaril.com

A FRACTION OF  THE COST 
OF  TRADITIONAL DIVORCE

The best time to
start was yesterday.

The next best
time is now.

goleader.com/form/bulletin

NJFO Presents Puccini’s
Beloved Madama Butterfly

Noah Stewart

WESTFIELD – New Jersey Festi-
val Orchestra’s (NJFO) 35th Anni-
versary Season continues this week-
end with Giacomo Puccini’s most
renowned work, Madama Butterfly,
an enduring tale of love, honor, be-
trayal and sacrifice, featuring solo-
ists from the New York Metropolitan
Opera and beyond.

Madama Butterfly, the world-fa-
mous story of a fragile Japanese gei-
sha betrayed by her American hus-
band, has continued to captivate au-
diences for more than 100 years. This
powerful romantic drama and tragic
clash of cultures, illuminated through
Puccini’s soaring arias and passion-
ate duets, is surely one of the most
popular operas of all time.

Sung in Italian with supertitles, the
opera is brought to life with cos-
tumes, sophisticated staging and col-
orful design by talented Artistic Di-
rector Maria Todaro.
David Wroe con-
ducts.

A cast of interna-
tionally acclaimed
guest performers as-
sembled from Mae-
stro Wroe’s extensive
contacts in European
and American opera
houses, joins NJFO
to present this most
heart-rending of sto-
ries, breathtakingly
beautiful from first
love, to love child, to
tragic end.

Internationally acclaimed soprano
Asako Tamura stars in the tragic title
role of the entrancing geisha, Cio-
Cio-San, a role she recently debuted
in London at the Royal Albert Hall to
rapturous reviews from London crit-
ics. A native of Kyoto, Japan, Ms.
Tamura has appeared with leading
opera companies worldwide.

Lauded for his distinctive timbre,
magnetic stage presence and movie
star good looks, Metropolitan Opera
Tenor Noah Stewart makes his NJFO
debut in the role of Pinkerton, the
callous American naval officer.   Mr.
Stewart has become one of opera’s
most sought after international per-
formers and is a frequent guest with
major opera companies and concert
halls around the world as well as a
critically acclaimed recording artist.

Metropolitan Opera’s Kyle
Albertson makes his NJFO debut as
Sharpless. Renowned not only for his
versatile voice, confidence, and style,
but also for his ability to bring a
character to life on stage, Mr

Albertson is also a regular performer
with San Francisco Opera, Minne-
sota Opera and and Lyric Opera of
Chicago.

Korea National Opera’s Sabina Kim
sings the role of Butterfly’s maid, Susuki.
Ukranian baritone Andrew Koshman is
Prince Yamadori, with Michaela Aldrige
as Kate, and commanding bass Xuefang
Wang as The Bonz.

"We are thrilled to be joined by
these fabulous singers,” noted Mae-
stro Wroe. “Each of them is a star who
has already graced the stages of con-
cert halls and opera houses across the
world. With their outstanding tech-
nique and artistic interpretation of
this, Puccini’s most loved and most
poignant work, I predict that there
will not be a dry eye in the house!”

Presented in conjunction with Ray
Catena of Union, NJFO’s Madama
Butterfly, The Joseph T.

DeAlessandro Me-
morial Opera Con-
cert, has been made
possible through ad-
ditional generous
support of Marty
Jeivens, the New Jer-
sey State Council on
the Arts and the
Geraldine R. Dodge
Foundation.

The production
will take place on
Saturday, March 3 at
7 p.m. at the Presby-
terian Church in
Westfield with a free

pre-concert lecture by Michael Rosin
at 6 p.m. The event will be repeated
on Sunday, March 4 at 3p.m. at Drew
University in Madison.

Tickets for both concerts ($28-
$76, students U18 $15) are available
online at
www.njfestivalorchestra.org. Tickets
may also be purchased by calling the
box office  at (908) 232-9400.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 18
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One Popcorn, Poor  — Two Popcorns, Fair — Three Popcorns, Good — Four Popcorns, Excellent

My Oscar Picks

KIDS CARE...The School One Kids Care Club hosted a “Supper Bowl” food
Drive. Student representatives from the club visited classrooms to showcase the
event and spread the word to support the food drive. Third-grade members of the
club sorted and counted approximately 500 items. Donations were delivered to the
Fanwood Presbyterian Church’s Food Pantry. The Kids Care Club remains to be
a great support for our school and surrounding communities.

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
film critic

Dear Reader,
Listed here are my picks to win an

Academy Award in ceremonies to be
held this Sunday, March 4. See you at
The Oscars.

Best Film: The Shape of Water
Best Director: Guillermo del Toro

for The Shape of Water
Best Actor: Daniel Day-Lewis for

Phantom Thread
Best Actress: Sally Hawkins for

The Shape of Water
Best Supporting Actor: Sam

Rockwell for Three Billboards Out-
side Ebbing, Missouri

Best Supporting Actress: Allison
Janney for I, Tonya

Best Original Song: “This is Me,”

from The Greatest Showman
Best Original Screenplay: Get Out”
Best Adapted Screenplay:

Mudbound
Best Achievement in Cinematog-

raphy: Dunkirk
Best Achievement in Costume De-

sign: Phantom Thread
Best Achievement in Sound Mix-

ing: Star Wars: The Last Jedi
Best Achievement in Film Editing:

I, Tonya
Best Achievement in Sound Edit-

ing: Baby Driver
Best Achievement in Visual Ef-

fects: Star Wars: The Last Jedi
Best Achievement in Makeup and

Hairstyling: Darkest Hour
Best Original Score: Phantom

Thread
Best Animated Short Film: Dear

Basketball
Best Live Action Short Film: The

Silent Child
Best Documentary Short Subject:

Edith + Eddie
Best Documentary Feature: Last

Men in Aleppo
Best Foreign Film: Loveless
Best Animated Feature Film: Coco
Best Achievement in Production

Design: The Shape of Water

Library Hosts Shakespeare’s
Greatest Lovers On Stage

FANWOOD – On Sunday, March
4, The Hudson Shakespeare Com-
pany will present The Course of
True Love. Join us in the library to
watch Shakespeare’s most famous
couples explore the many facets of
love that weave through
Shakespeare’s work.

This performance features scenes
from comedies, tragedies, histories,
and romances. Experience the joy

and innocence of first love to the
pangs of despised love; from pas-
sionate romance to unrequited love;
from forbidden unions to bitter, cold
rivals; and finally from love won to
love lost. An intimate show full of
humor, passion and truth, watch
these stories unfold with contempo-
rary eyes. Whether you are a
Shakespeare enthusiast or not this
production has something for any-
one who has ever been in love.

William Shakespeare wrote “All
the world’s a stage,” which aptly
describes the history and philoso-
phy of the Hudson Shakespeare
Company. Since 1992, the company
has produced over 100 productions
in a variety of venues from city
parks to libraries to courtrooms.

This performance is sponsored
by the Friends of the Fanwood Me-
morial Library. For more informa-
tion about this or any of our pro-
grams visit www.fanwoodlibary.org
or call (908) 322-6400.

Sensory Friendly Fun
Planned at UCPAC

RAHWAY – The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders is has
announced the spring season of Sen-
sory Friendly Theatre at the Union
County Performing Arts Center in
Rahway. The popular series, spon-
sored by the Freeholder Board, show-
cases exciting live performances in
an environment tailored to audiences
with autism and other sensory sensi-
tivities.

“The Freeholder Board is commit-
ted to helping every Union County
resident connect with their friends,
neighbors and the broader commu-
nity, and enjoying live performances
is an especially enriching community
experience for all ages, especially
children,” said Freeholder Chairman
Sergio Granados.

Sensory Friendly Theatre kicks off
this spring with the beloved story of
Cinderella on Sunday, March 4, pre-
sented by the renowned New Jersey
Ballet Company.

On Sunday, April 29, Sensory
Friendly Theatre brings
TheatreWorks to the stage for an in-
ventive retelling of the classic tale,
Charlotte’s Web.

The final show of the spring season
is an exciting interactive experience
with the self-explanatory name,
Bubble Trouble.

For each of the Sensory Friendly
performances, the environment at the
Union County Performing Arts Center
is adjusted to provide a sensory-friendly,
comfortable and judgment-free space
that is welcoming for all families.

All tickets for are $8 per person
and can be purchased through the
Union County Performing Arts Cen-
ter at ucpac.org or by calling the box
office at (732) 499-8226.

The Union County Performing Arts
Center and box office are located at
1601 Irving Street in Rahway.

Dreamcatcher Plans Annual
Gala in Summit on March 3
SUMMIT – Dreamcatcher Rep-

ertory Theatre, the professional the-
atre in residence at the Oakes Cen-
ter in Summit, will celebrate with
old friends and new at its annual
gala on Saturday, March 3. The gala
celebration begins at our home at
Oakes Center at 6 p.m. with drinks
and hors d'oeuvres. Enjoy unlim-
ited beer, wine and soft drinks fol-
lowed by a gourmet buffet dinner.
At 8 p.m. the Dreamcatcher en-
semble will perform an immersive
show in the style of 80s primetime
soaps like Dallas, Dynasty and Fal-
con Crest. A raffle will run through-
out the evening with prizes ranging
from a wine basket to week at a
vacation home to a golf outing to an
18K gold Tiffany bracelet.

The evening will have an 80s fla-
vor (period dress optional and en-
couraged), and the show will spoof
such melodramatic tropes as evil
twins, amnesia and dead characters
who reappear. Dreamcatcher’s com-
pany, known for its improvisational
and collaborative spirit, will create
this unique performance for this
evening only.

Funds raised at this event help
Dreamcatcher to purchase assistive
listening equipment that will en-
hance the experience of patrons who
need personal sound amplification.
It will also help the company main-
tain its tradition of excellence in
arts programming. In addition to
the regular season of mainstage pro-
ductions, cabaret, improv and new

play readings, we provide outreach
and education programs for students
and seniors, as well as internship
opportunities for college students
and young professionals. Providing
a creative home for New Jersey art-
ists is primary among our goals, as
is cultivating the relationship be-
tween artists and audiences through-
out the season.

Tickets for the entire evening are
$120 prior to February 16 and $135
afterwards. Tickets can be pur-
chased in advance at
www.dreamcatcherrep.org, or by
calling Brown Paper Tickets at (800)
838-3006.

The Oakes Center is located at
120 Morris Avenue in Summit. Park-
ing is available in the lot behind the
theatre on Ashwood Avenue as well
as on the street.

Poems Are Wanted for
Carriage House Poetry Prize

FANWOOD – The Carriage House
Poetry Series and the Fanwood Shade
Tree Commission are sponsoring the
2018 Carriage House Poetry Prize
with a first prize of $300 plus publi-
cation of the winning poem in the
autumn edition of Tiferet Journal.

Poets are invited to enter one or
two poems – 40 lines or less each.
There is a $5 entry fee for each con-
testant. Poems must be previously
unpublished and must contain refer-
ence to a tree or trees, but not neces-
sarily poems about trees. The $5 en-
try fee (check or money order only)
should be payable to the Borough of
Fanwood. “Poetry Contest” must ap-
pear in the subject line.

Each poem must be single-spaced
on a separate sheet of paper. Submit
two copies of each poem; one copy
with the poet’s name, address, phone
number, and e-mail address in the
upper right corner, the other copy
without the poet’s name and address,
so judging will be “blind.” Judges

will not know the name of the poem’s
author.

Poems will not be returned, so
please do not include a return enve-
lope. Keep a copy of the poems for
your file. Due to the large volume of
entries, it is impossible for judges to
reply to contestants, except those who
win.

The winner and possible runners-
up will be notified by e-mail and will
be posted on Facebook, the Carriage
House site online, and in print me-
dia. All entries must be received by
Thursday, March 15. Send entries
and entry fee by U.S. Mail only to:
Carriage House Poetry Prize,
Fanwood Borough Hall, 75 North
Martine Avenue, Fanwood, NJ
07023.

The final judge for the Carriage
House Poetry Prize will be poet/nov-
elist/short story writer Donna Baier
Stein, the founding publisher of Tiferet
Journal and a founding editor of the
Bellevue Literary Review.

Don’t need it?

Use a Leader/TIMES
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orchestrated the perfect pace and
emotional tenor for a small play that
packs a powerful punch.

Alliance Repertory Theatre Com-
pany makes its home in the intimate
basement stage of the Mondo build-
ing, 426 Springfield Avenue, Sum-
mit. For tickets for the last perfor-
mances this weekend of this unique
one-act play that is presented with-
out intermission, visit their website
at www.alliancerep.org .
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World Premiere of Touching
What Stays at Dreamcatcher

By SUSAN MYRILL DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SUMMIT – Artistic Director of
Dreamcatcher Repertory Theatre
Company, Laura Ekstrand, who co-
wrote the play What Stays with Ja-
son Szamreta, says in the program
notes that the play had its genesis
five years ago. Members of the com-
pany shared stories from their own
lives and this play was birthed. The
play finished its three-weekend run
last weekend at the Oakes Center on
Morris Avenue in Summit, but be-
cause of its universal themes of love,
forgiveness and acceptance, it will
live beyond a premiere.

The 90-minute one-act play tells
a story that is both contemporary
and relevant. The resident company
of nearly a dozen members were
instrumental in helping flesh out
how the plotline could include most
of them in a show. Just like the lives
of every day people, the family
members in this work all play vari-
ous roles within the family dynamic.
There’s one who is picked on; one
who loves being in charge; and one
who just might be the favorite. Their
secrets weave an intricate web of
history and irony.

The premise of the play is some-
thing that Baby Boomers recognize
readily. Dorothy (Noreen Farley) is
on quite a journey, packing up the
contents of her Victorian home in

Montclair. In effect, she is packing
up the life she knew. Her husband
Robert, who left her for a younger
woman 35 years ago, died a year
ago. She’s ready to downsize to a
condominium and the family gath-
ers to help. Some of them haven’t
been back for quite a while, though,
so there are digs and jabs at each
other’s shortcomings and inatten-
tiveness.

This isn’t a normal family gather-
ing because it  includes June
(Harriett Trangucci), the second
wife of the deceased man. She’s
there to see if some sentimental
items might go to her. Three of the
four children are Dorothy’s but
Emma (Brianna Kalisch) is the
daughter of June and Robert.

Eldest daughter Susan (Laura
Ekstrand) has an intricate plan for
packing. Armed with her clipboard,
she’s ready to dole out tasks to who-
ever appears first. Silently, she’s
seething because her mom has just
sprung it on them that the moving
van will be there in two days. It’s
hardly enough time to rummage
through a lifetime of memories.
Those memories re-ignite
longstanding misunderstandings,
misconceptions and misinterpreta-
tions.

Graham, the son-in-law to be,
played by Christopher John Young
remarks, “This family does like its

secrets.” That’s an understatement.
Strangely, it seems Dorothy doesn’t
seem to care about any of the clothes
or other “things” in the house. “Out
with the old, in with the new,” she
intones somewhat robotically. Is she
numb from the chaos around her? Is
she experiencing denial? Is it grief?

Oldest sibling Michael (Scott
McGowan) is there with his “friend”
Charles (Harry Patrick Christian).
He’s a ticking time bomb who thinks
his secret will send the family reeling.

The only neutral point for all the
family members is a mural that was
painted on the attic wall by the
adopted sister, Karen (Nicole
Callender). As they gather to see it
one last time, the poignancy of se-
crets revealed and some unsatisfied
merge. The question looms: “What
is unconditional love?” A gorgeous
set by William Ward, professional
lighting designed by Zach Pizza and
artful direction by Betsy True of
Westfield pull off a production that
is emotionally profound.

Although this powerful show has
finished its run at the Oakes Center
in Summit, there’s more theatre on
the horizon for those who want to
see local theatre performed by Eq-
uity actors. For more information
about this superb professional the-
atre group, visit their website at
www.DreamcatcherRep.org or call
(908) 514-9654.

Gruesome Playground Injuries
Hurt and Delight at Alliance Rep.
By SUSAN MYRILL DOUGHERTY

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SUMMIT – Don’t let the title of
this play scare you. Gruesome Play-
ground Injuries by Rajiv Joseph,
presented by Alliance Repertory
Theatre Company through this week-
end, is a tender tale of two characters
who go through 30 years of friend-
ship. The thread that helps pull the
whole piece together is the collec-
tion of accidents that befall Doug
(David Federman).

Even as a young child, he’s been a
dare devil who doesn’t think any-
thing of riding his bike off a rooftop.
At one point he says, “My mom
thinks I’m accident prone.” Well,
duh. As a 13-year-old, he sprains his
ankle dancing the limbo. His child-
hood friend Kayleen (Kelly
Maizenaski) has issues of her own.

White words on black panels up-
stage in the tiny theatre, tell us the
age of the duo for each scene.  We
meet them for the first time in the
school nurse’s office when they are
eight-years-old. “Sister Mary Pat said
I broke my face,” Doug explains to
her as he sports a bloody bandage
over his right eye. Kayleen is there
because she has a “sensitive stom-
ach.” The stomach issues haunt
Kayleen throughout but we don’t
find out why until some of the last
moments of the play.

The series of short scenes in the
90-minute piece is not revealed in
chronological order. The two actors
need to switch from being children
to teens to 20 or 30-somethings and
back to youngsters. The twist of this
show is that the two of them trans-
form, literally, in front of the audi-
ences’ eyes in changing clothing,
makeup and accessories. Wiping off
makeup, reapplying, stripping down
to underwear in a flash, they age with
a change in hairdo and garb.

These two have a history together
as best friends with a magnetic con-
nection. With an unbreakable bond
through illnesses and problems, they
aren’t always there for each other,
but when they are, it’s magic. He
says to her at age 23, “You can mend
my wounds; you have superpowers.”
Whether or not she really does, she
almost becomes a magic potion for
him.

As a typical 13-year-old, Doug
teases Kayleen with the question,
“Who do you like?” Her requisite
retort as an angry teen with a mad-at-
the-world attitude is “no one. I hate
everyone.” He asks to practice kiss-
ing her so that when they get to have
their first kiss, they will know what
they are doing.

There are many poignant moments

like that one in this piece. A lump-in-
the-throat scene is when she reveals,
“The top ten best things anyone has
done for me have been done by you.”

Amid those tender scenes, there
are heart – wrenching, gut-whirling
words hurled at each other through-
out. This is no Romeo and Juliet love
story. And there’s no happy-ever-
after fairy tale ending. Nonetheless,
it’s a satisfying glimpse into the life
of two friends.

Mr. Federman and Ms. Maizenaski
show that they have range and breadth
to connect with each other in every
minute of this hypnotic play as well
as with the audience. Capitalizing on
breath-taking make-up/effects de-
signed by Erik Gaden, the show is
stellar. Director Christine Gaden has

READY TO RUMBLE...In Rajiv Joseph's one-act play Gruesome Playground
Injuries, Doug (David Federman) tells his best friend Kayleen (Kelly Maizenaski)
that he's going to beat up her boyfriend. The intriguing play, directed by Christine
Gaden, runs nightly this weekend at the Mondo building in Summit. For tickets,
visit www.alliancerep.org

CONTINUED ON PAGE 17



908-760-0599  |  ArborMountainside.com
1050 Springfield Avenue, Mountainside, NJ 07920

©The Arbor Company

Shackamaxon Country Club - 100 Tillinghast Turn, Scotch Plains, NJ 07076

Interested in Coming? 
RSVP by March 22 by emailing  

mariaowens@arborcompany.com.

MemoryCare Plays
Sunday March 25  |  11 a.m.

Hear our
voices

MemoryCare Plays are written and performed to help people living with dementia and their care 
partners tell their stories. The performances will capture the true essence of dementia and spur 
a rich discussion of how we can all work to reduce the stigma of individuals living with dementia. 

Presented by Keith Dougherty Productions

About the Sponsor: An inspiring lifestyle awaits, no matter your need. From senior and  
assisted living to memory care and our exclusive options for the earliest stages of dementia,  

Arbor Terrace will not disappoint. Call 908-760-0599 to schedule a tour. 

Free and open to the public.  
A complimentary brunch will be provided.



We hope to see you there!

908-760-0599  |  ArborMountainside.com
1050 Springfield Avenue, Mountainside, NJ 07092

Meet the Author: Christine Negroni
Thursday, March 15  |  12–2 p.m.

Grillestone Restaurant - 2377 US HWY 22, Scotch Plains, NJ 07076

You are invited to come and enjoy a delicious lunch while meeting veteran 
aviation journalist and air safety investigator Christine Negroni, author of  

“The Crash Detectives”. The book takes us inside crash investigations from the 
early days of aviation to the present, including the search for answers about 

what happened to the missing Malaysia Airlines Flight 370. 

This is sure to be a fascinating and informative lunch!

Interested in Coming? 
RSVP by March 12 to 908-760-0599  
or mariaowens@arborcompany.com.

©The Arbor Company
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l'ennemi du journaliste

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Union County claimed six indi-
vidual champions at the Region
IV Wrestling Tournament but
Westfield (W) was the only team
to claim two individual champs
at Union High School on Febru-
ary 24. The top-4 finishers in
each weight class advanced to
the NJSIAA Tournament at Board-
walk Hall in Atlantic City (AC) on
March 2 through March 4.

Blue Devil sophomores CJ
Composto (106-lbs) and Luke

Hoerle (113-lbs) stood on top of
the podium, as did Raider Sam
Wustefeld (195-lbs), Roselle
Park’s (RP) Matt Armamento
(120-lbs), Owen Smith (152-lbs
of New Providence — NPr) and
Quinn Haddad (170-lbs of Gov-
ernor Livingston — GL). Cranford
Cougars Rob Schork placed sec-
ond at 220-lbs and AJ Bencivenga
placed third at 145-lbs. Raider
Jack Cannon took fourth at 152-
lbs.

Also advancing for Roselle Park
were Gabe Leo third at 106-lbs
and Mark Montgomery (126-lbs),

Jon Mejia (132-lbs) and Devin
Hilburn (182-lbs) who all placed
fourth. AL Johnson (ALJ) ad-
vanced Chris Fuschetto (second
at 138-lbs) and Sebastian
Iakuochevich (third at 182-lbs).

Composto, seeded first at 106-
lbs, went through his regular
barrage of takedowns before pin-
ning Josh Bush (Voorhees — V)
in the quarterfinals with an Olym-
pic amr bar/wrist combination in
2:46. In the semis, he mixed in a
few tight waist tilts to claim a 17-
4, majority decision over
Brearley’s Patrick Phillips.

“In the first period, I didn’t get
as many takedowns as I liked but
since I already wrestled him be-
fore, he had a really good game
plan but I figured it out. Towards

the second and the third [peri-
ods] I started getting more of my
offense,” Composto said of his
bout with Phillips.

As to his bout with Bush, he
said, “That was just the first one
but you got to be awake for all
the rounds. It doesn’t matter
who you wrestle,” Composto said.

In the final bout, Composto
faced a very cautious South
Plainfield’s (SoP) Anthony White.
After a scoreless first period,
Composto scored an escape, a
stalling penalty point then added
a head-and-arm, spin around
takedown to grab a 4-0 victory.

Hoerle also top-seeded wasted
very little time in pinning Kevin
Beck (Middlesex — Mx) in 59
seconds with a lateral throw in
the 113-lb quarterfinals. In his
semifinal bout with Sean Rendeiro
of St. Peter’s Prep (SPP), Hoerle

recorded a Fireman’s takedown
and a roll-through tilt and added
a penalty point and an escape to
claim a 6-1 decision and to punch
his ticket to AC.

“It was my goal all season. It’s
an accomplishment. It’s a great
feeling,” Hoerle expressed. “I
went for a single. He blocked it.
I went for the high crotch and
ended up getting it and got a
two-point lean in the first.”

Hoerle did, however, experi-
ence difficulty in getting out of
the bottom position.

“In practice all week, we have
been working on that, so I wanted
to get the standup right away but
I ended up getting away any-
way,” Hoerle commented.

In the title bout, Hoerle re-
corded a high crotch, snake
around takedown, a tight waist

CRANFORD’S SCHORK PLACES 2ND, BENCIVENGA 3RD, SPF RAIDER CANNON TAKES 4TH

Composto, Hoerle, Wustefeld Win Region IV Wrestling Titles

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

Story on page 9 of The Westfield Leader



BallyhooBallyhooBallyhooBallyhooBallyhoo New Jersey

Sports, Humor and Commentary

Page S-2  Thursday, March 1, 2018

goleader.com/ballyhoo

tilt and a Fireman’s takedown to
fulfill his immediate mission with
a 6-1 victory over Nick Sacco
(BrH2O) for the 113-lb crown.

Raider Wustefeld, the top-seed
and ranked No. 1 at 195-lbs,
quickly pinned Jack Burns (Ber-
nards) in 46 seconds with an arm
bar/half nelson then recorded five
takedowns and a tilt before pin-
ning Jon Guardado of North
Plainfield (NoPl) in 4:55 to ad-
vance to the championship bout.

Wustefeld rolled along well in
the first period, recording a
takedown and a pair of nearfalls
in his title bout with Scott
Fernandes (V). In the second
period, when he chose the bot-
tom position, he experienced
some difficulty handling the ex-
pert leg wrestling skills of
Fernandes. But Wustefeld quickly
figured it out when Fernandes
chose top position in the third
period. Wustefeld recorded a re-
versal and added a bulldog
takedown to seize a 12-5 victory

for his second Region IV crown.
“I wanted to try to get out. I

knew he was tough on top. I like
the challenge. He did a good job
riding on top. I was able to even-
tually get out. I got my arm

between his legs and switched to
a double and ran him down to the
mat. I knew I could beat him on
my feet and on top, I turned him
a couple of times,” Wustefeld
explained.

Unlike last year when Wustefeld
entered AC a virtual unknown
but actually placed second at
182-lbs, his present top ranking
has attracted plenty of notice.

“It’s a little bit more pressure.
I think it’s really exciting. It’s
different. I just want to go out
there and dominate even though
I am ranked higher I want to
prove myself,” Wustefeld said.

Schork’s trip to the 220-lb title
bout was interesting. As the
eighth seed, Schork nipped Bobby
Emanuel (Union), 3-2, then re-
ceived a forfeit from top-seeded
Zach DelVecchio (SoP) in the
quarterfinal round. In the semis,
Schork recorded a double-leg
tackle to back five-point move,
then added an escape and an-
other takedown to beat Frank
Coghan (Carteret — Ct), 8-2,
and punch his ticket to AC.

“I just tapped his head, went
for the double, I grabbed his leg
and dumped him over,” said
Schork, who added, “I never

thought I would be here. It was
really good fate. I have been
working hard every day in the
room trying to get mat experi-
ence and it all paid off.”

Schork had been previously
warned of Coghan’s signature
move, a headlock.

“They [coaches] told me since
he was obviously a headlock guy
to lock up the arm that he
headlocks with. I just kept doing
that. I kept grabbing his wrists.
They said if he gets the headlock,
just roll through it but it never
got to that point,” Schork ex-
plained.

In the finals, Nick Nyers
(Woodbridge) recorded a pair of
double-leg takedowns to edge
Schork, 5-3.

Cougar Bencivenga claimed an
18-8, majority decision at 145-
lbs in the preliminary round over
Tom Kellner (SPP) to face sec-
ond-seeded Jeff Johnson (Mx),
who pinned him in 3:32. In the

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

Composto, Hoerle, Wustefeld Win Region IV Mat Crowns; Schork Places Second
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wrestlebacks, Bencivenga beat
Jack Wilt (Seton Hall Prep — SHP),
3-1, then won by injury default
over Rhise Royster (Rahway) to
reach the third/fourth bout where
he came through with a 12-6
victory over Jacob Stasil
(Watchung Hills — WH).

Raider Cannon, seeded fourth
at 152-lbs, had a battle with
fifth-seeded James Snyder (GL)
in the quarterfinals. Clinging to a
5-4 lead entering the third pe-
riod, Cannon escaped then virtu-
ally sealed the deal with a head-
and-arm takedown, float over
the top nearfall to emerge with
an 11-6 decision. After dropping
a 1-0 decision to top-seeded
Owen Smith (NPr), Cannon beat
Elvin Guerrero (RP) in the
wrestleback then lost, 4-2, to
Tucker Kirchberger (North
Hunterdon — NH) to place fourth.

Fourth-seeded Blue Devil Tim
Miller topped Tom Renna (SoPl),
6-2, at 170-lbs then faced fifth-
seeded Alex Garcia (SHP) in the
quarters and lost, 4-1. Miller then
got some sweet justice when he
avenged a loss in the districts by

recording a takedown in over-
time to beat Alex Crespo (RP), 3-
1. Miller nearly got a takedown in
regulation but stumbled to miss
the opportunity.

“I got that right ankle off the
front head in the second period
but I tripped on the way back to
the center. I knew I could get
that shot, so I took him back to

the center and ran the pipe on
that for the takedown. I’m pretty
confident right now,” Miller said.”

Miller eventually finished in sixth
place.

Cougar Dylan Budnik beat Tim
Searfoss (WH), 7-5, in the 195-
lb preliminary and after losing in
the quarterfinals, he would even-
tually finish fifth. At 182-lbs,

Cougar Zach Blevins beat Dan
Torres (Union), 8-5, then lost his
next two bouts. Blue Devil
Brendan Loder pinned fourth-
seeded Jack Hedges (Summit) in
4:59 before eventually being
eliminated.

Raider Nick Palazzollo (170-lbs)
was eliminated in the preliminaries
as was Blue Devil Sean Dwyer (145-
lbs) and Cougars Will Fernandez
(113-lbs), Pat Kalnins (120-lbs) and
Kyell Roper (152-lbs)

CHAMPIONSHIPS:
220: — Nyers (Wo) d Schork (C) 5-3
Hwt: — Lewis Fernandes (V) p Niko
Daikides (SHP) 2:31
106: — Composto (W) d White (SoP) 4-0
113: — Hoerle (W) d Sacco (BrH2O) 6-1
120: — Armamento (RP) d Dave
Loniewski (SoP) 7-6
126: — Jack Heilmann (SoP) d Mike
Kelly (SPP) 3-2
132: — Charles Cunningham (SHP) d
Tom Fierro (SoP) 5-2
138: — Aaron Coleman (JFK) d Chris
Fuschetto (ALJ) 8-2
145: — Jeff Johnson (Mx) d Joe Sacco
(SoP) 3-1
152: — Smith (NPr) d Rob Saum (WH)
2-1
160: — John Poznanski (Col) p Dan
Young (SHP) :27

170: — Haddad (GL) d Cruz (SPP) 9-3
182: — Justin Hayward (WH) md Nico
Colucci (SPP) 12-0
195: — Wustefeld (S) d Fernandes (V)
12-5

THIRD/FOURTH PLACE:
106: — Gabe Leo (RP) d Pat Adams
(SPP) 9-3
113: — Sean Rendeiro (SPP)p Frank
Diesso (NH) :38
120: — Brock Laggini (Som) md Aidan
Taylor (V) 12-1
126: — Dan Miller (WH) p Mark Mont-
gomery (RP) 4:49
132: — Nick Ciraulo (WH) d Jon Mejia
(RP) 3-2
138: — Andrew Gapas (NH) d Matt
Sacco (BrH2O) 8-1
145: — Bencivenga (C) d Stasil (WH)
12-6
152: — Kirchberger (NH) d Cannon (S)
3-2
160: — Will Hughes (NH) p Jacob Vega
(Ct) 2:50
170: — Vince Mattaliano (WH) p Alex
Garcia (SHP) 1:18
182: — Sebastian Iakouchevich (ALJ)
md Devin Hilburn (RP) 12-0
195: — Luke Niemeyer (SoP) p Jon
Guardado (NoPl)
220: — Sam Huff (V) p Frank Coghan
(Ct) 1:23
Hwt: — Jacob Pidgeon (Som) d Carl
Napoleon (Irv) 3-1

More photos next page
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Roselle Catholic Lions’ ‘Hot’ Hands Burn Blue Devil Cagers in UCT Semi, 56-42
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Security Issues Dominate
Cranford BOE Meeting

By ROBYN ORR-GIOFFRE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — Concerns were
raised at Monday’s board of edu-
cation meeting in response to
the mass school shooting that
took place in Parkland, Fla., on
February 14.

The meeting began with a mo-
ment of silence honoring the 17
lives that were lost at Marjory
Stoneman Douglas High School.

Cranford Police Chief Ryan
Greco, who was present at the
meeting, told the board, “in light
of the events that happened in
Parkland, Florida, we wanted to
make it a point to show our faces
at the meeting tonight.”

With two children in the dis-
trict, Chief Greco assured his au-
dience, “I understand the con-
cerns of the parents.”

Detective Sergeant Matthew
Nazzaro was present to speak to
the board members about secu-

rity protocol taking place in the
schools. He said Cranford schools
drill with their local law enforce-
ment when “not a lot of schools”
do that. He further explained
that the schools in the district
must do two drills a month for
each month of the school year;
one fire drill and one security
drill.

Security drills consist of two
active shooter drills, two lock-
down drills, two non-fire evacu-
ations and two bomb threat drills.

“As opposed to being reactive,
we’ve been very proactive,” De-
tective Nazzaro assured the
board.

“We also just want to engage
with our kids,” Detective Nazzaro
told the board, making clear de-
veloping a relationship with the
youngest members of the
Cranford community was as im-
portant as establishing open com-

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD — The planning
board last Wednesday unani-
mously approved the South Av-
enue I (Casale/Petro) redevel-
opment preliminary site plan and
final site plan.

The unanimous decision was
rendered after four hearings, in-
cluding testimony from Russo
Development’s architect, engi-
neer and planner. Final testi-
mony was heard from Russo plan-
ner Diogo Santos with attorney
Christopher Minks.

“The process was a long, but
collaborative process among all
the stakeholders in Garwood, in-
cluding the planning board, the
governing body, the applicant,
respective professionals and
members of the public. To achieve
what we are confident will be a
great result,” Mr. Minks said.

Mr. Minks said the overall
project will redevelop the center
of Garwood and, in doing so, will
eliminate an “environmentally
constrained abandoned industrial
use.” Mr. Minks said concessions
were made by both the devel-
oper and the borough to achieve
the 298 units in the develop-
ment, a reduction from the origi-
nal proposal of 315 units.

Board member Kathy Villaggio,
noting that work on the redevel-
opment goes back to 2009, said
the process has been “a long
road to this point.”

“This development will be top
notch. It will be the premier de-
velopment in Union County,” Mrs.
Villaggio said.

Planning Board Chairman
Stephen Greet said the project is
“exciting, with a true benefit to
Garwood overall.”

“I’m glad the site plan approval
is nearly complete with all the
nuances ascribed by the plan-
ning board. This project will be

an overall positive for the bor-
ough,” Councilman and planning
board liaison Joseph Sarno said.

Board member Bill Nierstedt
said he wanted the possible in-
crease in school children from
the development to be addressed
“officially on record.”

Mr. Santos said more afford-
able-housing units have a higher
correlation to more school chil-
dren. He said the 30 affordable
units are projected to generate
21 additional school-aged chil-
dren. Mr. Minks said the market
rate units are expected to gener-
ate another six school-aged chil-
dren for a total of 27 school-aged
children in the development.

Mr. Minks noted that school-
aged children are in grades kin-
dergarten through grade 12.

Garwood sends its public-school
teenagers to Arthur L. Johnson
High School in Clark.

Mr. Santos said as the develop-
ment is being designed as “a
transit-oriented development” it
would not be attractive for fami-
lies.

Often developments built
around transit lines have pro-
duced less school-aged children,
stated Mr. Santos, gauging his
analysis in experience with pre-
vious Russo projects and histori-
cal case studies.

Mr. Nierstedt said all residents
renting affordable units must
have proof of income and main-
tain the income to continue to
rent the unit.

Mr. Minks said the applicant

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader
RUNNING FOR CONGRESS...7th Congressional District Democratic candi-
dates Peter Jacob of Union and Linda Weber of Berkeley Heights participated
in a forum last Thurday night at the Cranford Community Center as John
Salerno, chairman of the Cranford Democratic Committee (standing) that
sponsored the event, looks on at right. Also seeking the party’s nomination are
Tom Malinowski of Somerset, Goutam Jois of Summit, and David Pringle of
Cranford, all of whom took part in a similar forum last month. Please see story
on page 3.

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

NJ Miles with Moms 5k,
One-Mile On Tap May 6

CRANFORD — Registration is
now open for the seventh annual
5k and one-mile fundraiser, NJ
Miles with Moms, benefiting the
Mothers’ Center of Central New
Jersey (MCCNJ). It will take place
on Sunday, May 6, at Nomahegan
Park in Cranford.

This family event will feature a
disc jockey, raffle and children’s
activities run by Tinkergarten and
Creative Kids, among others. The
fun kicks off at 9 a.m. with the
one-miler, followed by the 5k at
9:30 a.m. and kids’ fun run at
10:30 a.m.

Pre-registration fees on
racemine.com are $25 for adults
and teens age 13 and up and $12
for children age 12 and under.
Registration increases to $30 and
$15, respectively, on the day of
the event. The kids’ fun run, for
ages 6 and under, is free. Regis-

tration fees are non-refundable;
discounts are available for two or
more registrants who sign up at
the same time.

The 5k will be chip-timed and
awards will be given to the regis-
tered top finisher in the following
five categories: Top Male Adult/
Teen overall, Top Female Adult/
Teen overall, Top 5K Child, Top
Adult pushing a child, and Top
MCCNJ Member/Alumni. A par-
ticipation award will be given to
all registered participants of the
fun run.

The MCCNJ is a non-profit or-
ganization committed to support-
ing mothers through mother-
hood. It offers multiple opportu-
nities for local mothers and chil-
dren to connect through daytime
activities and evening outings.
For more details, visit
njmileswithmoms.org.

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

Garwood Planning Bd. OK’s Final
Site Plan for Casale Property
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has not decided whether parking
will be included in the monthly
rent cost or whether it would be
purchased additionally.

“Be careful when charging for
parking privileges because resi-
dents may start using the streets
instead of paying a fee,” Mr.
Nierstedt said.

Board member Michael Vena
said consumers tend to park the
closest they can to where they
are going especially during in-
clement whether. He said they
could perhaps pay a fee so they
could park in a garage just feet
from their building.

Board member Paul Tarantino
said the borough does not want
hundreds of cars parking in resi-
dential neighborhoods.

Mr. Minks said the developer
proposed a “smart technology
parking system” and a valet ser-
vice. He assured the board that
the developer does not want an
undesirable parking outcome for
borough residents or South Av-
enue renters.

The decision on parking will be
reviewed by the developer and
the borough before being final-
ized.

The applicant received board
approval for a six-inch deviation
in each resident parking space.

munication with the parents,
teachers and administrators.

Cranford resident Caren
Villarreal, parent to two children
in the district, stood to address
the board in regards to the secu-
rity issues being addressed.

Ms. Villarreal told the board the
three floating school resource
officers working in the district,
two of which were present at the
meeting, were “not enough” and
suggested hiring officers from a
privately-funded organization
such as the National Association
of School Resource Officers
(NASRO).

“It would be a huge deterrent
just to have officers housed in
our schools,” Ms. Villarreal told
the board.

“There are lapses all the time,”
Ms. Villarreal further commented,
observing the ease with which
she gained entry to Lincoln El-
ementary School to attend the
board meeting.

Superintendent Scott Rubin,
Ed.D., responded to these con-
cerns, telling Ms. Villarreal, “we’re
having these conversations all
the time about how we can en-
hance our operation,” and said
the first step was to meet and
have a discussion about those
specific concerns held by Ms.
Villarreal and then go from there.

Chief Greco echoed Superin-
tendent Rubin’s comments, say-
ing, “We’re listening... we hear
you, we’ll work together, we’ll
investigate different options,
we’re open to anything.”

In other board business, Linda
Miklencic gave the board a pre-
sentation about Relay for Life, a
cancer fundraiser taking place in
Cranford on Friday and Satur-
day, May 18 and 19.

Ms. Miklencic, along with co-
presenters Paul Kelton and Frank
Vito, told board members the
fundraiser would go all night,
from 5 p.m. to 5 a.m., and would
involve doing relays on the track
in the back of Orange Avenue

School.
Mr. Kelton, who lost his wife to

cancer, told board members that
money collected goes to help
fund programs like The Road to
Recovery, The Hope Lodge and
the Look Good, Feel Better pro-
gram, among others.

Kristin Szawan was hired as di-
rector of student services, effec-
tive on or about Tuesday, May 1.

The next board meeting is
scheduled for Monday, March 19,
at 7:30 p.m.

Mr. Minks said each parking space
would be between eight-and-a-
half and nine feet in width versus
nine feet in width. He said all
retail parking spaces will remain
nine feet in width.

Mr. Minks said the deviation in
the width of parking spaces will
not create any public detriment.
He said the parking garage will
be outfitted with an advanced
parking system and a valet ser-
vice will be provided if the retail
spaces are occupied by a restau-
rant.

The applicant was granted a
deviation to develop 21 two-bed-
room units and nine single-bed-
room units with less living space
square footage. Mr. Santos said
each unit will have attached bal-
conies.

Mr. Santos said the balconies
are more aesthetically fitting to
the “desired downtown experi-
ence” the borough and the de-
veloper want to achieve.

Mr. Minks said the balconies
were designed to render a “de-
sirable end product” to enhance
the streetscape.

Resident Bruce Paterson said if
he could dictate a total unit num-
ber the number would be closer
to 250 units instead of the ap-
proved 298 units.

Security Issues Dominate BOE

Site Plan for Casale Property

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD — Mayor Charles
Lombardo honored the Mustangs
Works of Heart Club members at
Tuesday’s borough council meet-
ing for their commitment to the
borough and senior residents.

Club members are Lincoln
School third, fourth and fifth grad-
ers. The club meets once a week,
working on arts and crafts projects
to benefit community members,
Mayor Lombardo said. Carol

DelConte is the club’s advisor.
The mayor said during Christ-

mas club members designed yarn
ornaments and light-up Rudolph
the Red Nosed Reindeer crafts.
The youngsters also have made
valentine cards and other crafts
for borough senior citizens.

Mayor Lombardo said the stu-
dents also designed Valentine’s
Day paintings for Lincoln School
staff.

“By creating these crafts, the
students are learning how re-
warding it is to open your heart
to others and put a smile on
someone’s face,” said Mayor
Lombardo before presenting each
member with an achievement
certificate.

Councilman Marc Lazarow said
the borough will “officially own
the batting cages” to assist the
Garwood Baseball League. The
batting cages are proposed for
the recreation complex, Mr.
Lazarow said. The ownership is
to ensure the cages are insured
in injury-liability scenarios.

Mr. Lazarow said the baseball
league does not have enough
funding to pay insurance premi-
ums. However, he said the league
has committed to pay for the cost
and implementation of the cages.

“Let’s make sure they bring in a
pitcher guard. I’m fine with it.
Let’s go,” Councilman Joseph
Sarno said.

Councilman Richard
McCormack said safety signs
enforcing helmets or proper be-
havior within the cages are a
must.

A $50,000 bond ordinance was
unanimously introduced on first
reading to authorize the struc-
tural stabilization project at the
Michael R. Crincoli Recreation
Building. Mr. Lazarow said the
ordinance was discussed at the
last council meeting as the next
step to repairing structural dam-
age to a recreation complex build-
ing that has been closed for a
year. The second reading will be

at the council’s Tuesday, March
13 meeting.

A resolution approving $131,000
to purchase playground equip-
ment, site furnishings, including
installation and related services,
was approved. The purchase will
assist with the Hartman Park re-
vitalization. Mr. Sarno, Mr.
McCormack and Councilwoman
Ileen Cuccaro voted no to the
resolution’s approval, with Mayor
Lombardo casting the deciding
vote to approve the resolution.

Mayor Lombardo said pre-reg-
istration has started for
Garwood’s annual Town Wide
Yard Sale. The sale will be held
on Saturday and Sunday, June 9
and June 10, from 9 a.m. to 4
p.m. No permits or fees are re-
quired, but participants must pre-
register to avoid paying permit
charges.

Mayor Lombardo approved
Arlene Yanogacio’s appointment
to the recreation commission and
Krystal Zawoysky’s appointment
to the celebrations commission.

The Garwood Easter Egg Hunt
will take place on Saturday, March
17, at noon. The rain date will be
Saturday, March 24, Ms. Cuccaro
stated.

The borough will continue us-
ing “two iconic and significant
symbols to celebrate the holiday
season, the Christmas Tree and
a Menorah,” stated Mayor
Lombardo.

“Nationally, these are the two
most frequently (used) symbols
to celebrate Christmas and Ha-
nukkah. Often they are consid-
ered secular symbols more than
religious symbols,” Mayor
Lombardo said.

Mayor Lombardo said, “our
country’s highest court” has pro-
vided guidelines to municipali-
ties for public decorations and
observances.

Proclamations also were ap-
proved designating March as
American Red Cross Month as
well as Youth Art Month.

Council OKs Bond to Stabilize Rec. Bldg.



BallyhooBallyhooBallyhooBallyhooBallyhoo New Jersey

Sports, Humor and Commentary

Page S-14  Thursday, March 1, 2018

goleader.com/ballyhoo

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — A resident of
Pittsfield Street on Monday re-
quested that the township resur-
face her street, noting that the
roadway has not been resurfaced
in 40 years.

Barbara Krause of 20 Pittsfield
Street said the two-block-long
roadway is a cut-through street
for drivers on their way to
Cranford High School, which has
led to “brutal conditions.” She
said most recently the potholes
on the road have caused a car to
lose a tire and a resident to
sprain an ankle. Also, the road-
way experiences drainage prob-
lems and water pools at her drive-
way apron and has eroded the
surface, causing her cars to bot-
tom out when exiting her drive-
way. The roadway had been on
the list to be repaved last year,
but was shelved, she said, and
asked for it to be included on this
year’s road repaving list.

An ordinance that was to be
introduced Tuesday night that
changes the fee structure for
permits for new developments
was questioned by Commissioner
Mary O’Connor. Ms. O’Connor
said the ordinance amendment
was not to affect the fees that
residents pay if they are doing
additions or modifying their prop-
erty. She said the ordinance was
to only apply to new develop-
ments. The way the ordinance
reads is that if a certificate of
occupancy is needed then the
fee applies to anyone, she said.

“For our residents, I don’t think
they should be hit with that fee,”
Ms. O’Connor said.

The township attorney is to go
back to the township personnel
to answer her questions.

In an engineering update,
Deputy Mayor Ann Dooley said
the township received about 40

percent more than average in
municipal aid grant funding given
out this year. Last year the town-
ship received $190,000, while
this year the township received
$470,000, Ms. Dooley said. The
increase is due to the hike in the
state’s gas tax, Ms. Dooley said.

Monies from the grant will go
towards repairing James Street
and South Union Avenue to cor-
rect flooding that occurs there
during rainstorms, and repaving
from Marsh Street to Lexington
Avenue on South Union Avenue,
Engineer William Masol said.

The New Jersey Department of
Environmental Protection
(NJDEP) said it would not discuss
Orchard Brook improvements
until the township completes the
Phase 2B project, Ms. Dooley
said when Ms. O’Connor ques-
tioned the status. Ms. Dooley
said the NJDEP is not in favor of
the project because the net ben-
efit was not positive. “We may be
able to pursue grants in a differ-
ent direction,” Ms. Dooley said.

“My concern is...in Trenton it
was progressing, and there was
nothing brought up about the net
benefit, then it was thrown into
the mix last year,” Ms. O’Connor
said.

“They were finding it was
cheaper to purchase some of
these properties in the flood haz-
ard area and demolish them
rather than do the project,” Mr.
Masol said.

The dam replacements on the
river and Phase 2B are in the
permitting phase, the engineer
said.

Further budgeting reviews of
the clerk’s office, administration
office, health department and
finance office were discussed.

During commissioner com-
ments, Commissioner Patrick
Giblin noted that the backhoe
and excavator parked at the Swan

Cleaners are being used for gas
utility work.

During public comment, resi-
dent Rita LaBrutto again asked
about the status of Community
Access in terms of getting credit
for their group homes towards
the township’s affordable-hous-
ing obligation. Mayor Thomas H.
Hannen, Jr. said there is no up-
date.

The township’s current fair
share housing obligation, accord-
ing to the Fair Share Housing
Center, is that the township’s
current obligation is 45 units, its
prior round obligation is 148 units,
and its third-round obligation is
805 units.

Ms. LaBrutto has been asking
the township committee and
planning board about the status
of gaining credits for group homes
that are not being accounted for
in the township’s affordable-
housing plan since it was adopted
in 2013. She said in a letter to the
planning board in 2013 that there
are 37 credits unaccounted for in
the plan.

She asked if the township has
ever considered hiring Econsult,
a consulting firm that assists mu-
nicipalities in reducing their af-
fordable-housing obligations.
Summit, she said, had seen a
reduction in its obligation by us-
ing this firm. Ms. LaBrutto also
said the New Jersey League of
Municipalities has contracted with
Econsult.

The township’s official meeting
was held Tuesday, where on its
agenda it is to authorize a rede-
velopment agreement with
Birchwood Developers Associ-
ates, LLC for the redevelopment
of 215-235 Birchwood Avenue.

CRANFORD
Wednesday, February 14, Kevin

Johnson, 60, of Plainfield was
arrested for possession of a con-
trolled dangerous substance sus-
pected to be heroin and posses-
sion of drug paraphernalia after
a 2000 Ford was stopped at the
intersection of Raritan Road near
Coleman Avenue for not signal-
ing to make a turn and for a
seatbelt violation. Following an
investigation at the scene, police
arrested a passenger in the ve-
hicle, Johnson, for suspected
heroin found on him. Johnson
was processed and provided with
a state Superior Court appear-
ance date. He was turned over to
the North Plainfield Police De-
partment on an active warrant.

Friday, February 16, Alphonso
Steed, 36, of Newark was ar-
rested for unlawful possession of
a firearm and receiving stolen
property after a 2000 Pontiac
was stopped at the intersection
of North Avenue East and the
Garden State Parkway 137 Ex-
change for a cracked windshield
and failure to signal a turn. Fol-
lowing an investigation at the
scene, police arrested the driver,
Steed, for possessing a loaded 9
mm firearm in the vehicle. The
firearm was later discovered “sto-
len” out of Alabama. Steed was
processed and remanded to the
Union County jail pending a Su-
perior Court appearance. Addi-
tionally, he was issued motor
vehicle summonses for a cracked
windshield, failure to signal a
turn, driving an unregistered ve-
hicle, and driving while unli-
censed.

Saturday, February 17,
Jacquelin Nist, 35, of Cranford
was arrested and charged for
distribution of a CDS, possession
of marijuana (over 50 grams)
and possession of drug para-
phernalia after a 2007 Mercury
was stopped on Linden Place near
Prospect Avenue for maintenance
of lamps and careless driving

violations. Following an investi-
gation at the scene, police ar-
rested the driver, Nist, for sus-
pected marijuana found inside
the vehicle. Additionally, she was
issued motor vehicle summonses
for maintenance of lamps, care-
less driving, and possession of a
controlled dangerous substance
in a motor vehicle. She was re-
leased pending a Superior Court
appearance.

Saturday, February 17, Linda
Williams, 50, of Cranford was
arrested and charged with driv-
ing while intoxicated after a 2006
Cadillac was involved in a motor
vehicle crash on South Avenue
East near High Street. Following
an investigation at the scene,
police arrested the driver, Will-
iams, for DWI. She was pro-
cessed and released pending a
municipal court appearance. Ad-
ditionally, she was issued a mo-
tor vehicle summons for careless
driving.

Sunday, February 18, Mark
Zelazowski, 34, of Parlin, NJ, was
arrested for possession of a CDS
and possession of paraphernalia
after a 2008 Pontiac was stopped
on Centennial Avenue near the
Garden State Parkway 136 ex-
change for a seatbelt violation.
Following an investigation at the
scene, police arrested the driver,
Zelazowski for suspected
ketamine found inside the car.
He was processed and released
pending a municipal court ap-
pearance. In addition, he was
issued motor vehicle summonses
for being a suspended driver, a
seatbelt violation, and posses-
sion of a controlled dangerous
substance in a motor vehicle.
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Cranford Resident Seeks Paving
Of Pittsfield Street As Aid Jumps
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By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD — Downtown Man-
agement Corporation (DMC)
Board President Anthony Durante
led a presentation of the DMC,
Thursday night, at the commu-
nity center that details a five-
year strategic plan for the down-
town.

“Change is happening and we
want to get out in front of it,” Mr.
Durante said.

The challenges, vision, goals,
objectives, policies and outreach
to the community were outlined.
The goals were to empower gov-
ernment to proactively plan for
the future, make investment de-
cisions and implement projects,
provide parking that meets the
needs of existing and future uses,
prioritize safe and accessible ac-
tive mobility, and promote a vi-
brant downtown environment.

The strategic committee that
contributed to this plan was made
up of DMC Director Kathleen
Prunty and DMC board members
Mr. Durante, Barry O’Donovan,
Joe Colangelo, Tom Connolly,
Steve Needle, Maureen Tinen,
Dick Salway, Mike Venditti and
Jean Maisonneuve, who was a
board member but now holds a
seat on the township committee.

After the brief overview of the
strategic plan, the audience was
asked to write comments and
place a red sticker or green
sticker, denoting they either
agree to the idea or disagree
with the idea, on white poster
boards hung around the room.
Some audience members
shouted, asking why they could
not ask questions or make com-
ments. The audience was told by
the DMC board that they could
converse with board members
after the presentation.

Addressing the mobility goal,
strategies suggested to promote

foot traffic to generate business
included amending the land de-
velopment ordinance to require
minimum 15-foot sidewalks for
all new development in the Spe-
cial Improvement District (SID),
where currently the minimum is
set at 12 feet. Bike lanes and
bike racks also were suggested,
as was investigating pedestrian
safety pilot projects at some in-
tersections.

Parking was another topic. The
DMC said one goal was to hire a
firm to conduct a parking study.
The DMC also suggested creat-
ing a parking garage as part of a
development project in the down-
town, which would replace a sur-
face parking lot, such as the lot

Weber, Jacob Answer
Questions at Forum

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD — Two candidates
seeking the Democratic nomina-
tion for Congress took part in a
candidates night last week and
discussed a variety of issues in-
cluding health care, gun control,
election strategy, the effects of
special interest groups on the
political system and even local
flood control matters.

Linda Weber of Berkeley
Heights and Peter Jacob of Union
spoke last Thursday night at the
Cranford Community Center as
they gear up their campaigns for
their party’s nomination to op-
pose five-term Rep. Leonard
Lance (R), whose 7th District
includes Hunterdon County, parts
of Essex County, Morris County,
Somerset County, Union County
and Warren County.

Prompted by a question from a
Berkeley Heights resident, Ms.
Weber vowed to push to repeal
the recently-enacted tax cut law,
which she called a “tax scam”
that was “passed to punish us.”
She said the money from the tax
cuts should instead be used in
part to fully fund the Environ-
mental Protection Agency (EPA).

Ms. Weber, who has worked in
the financial and technology ar-
eas, said she has been “fighting
all my life” to become a success-
ful female in corporate America.
“Our President’s biggest success
is bankruptcy,” she quipped.

Mr. Jacob, who ran against Rep.
Lance in 2016, is a community
organizer and professional social
worker. He said last week that he
has “already built coalitions to
stop social injustice and to assist
those in need.” He said the Ameri-
can health care system is in need
of an overhaul, pointing in par-
ticular to senior citizens, who of-
ten need to resort to “cutting pills
in half to afford their medication.”

Americans spend $9,000 per

capita on health insurance annu-
ally, or $3 trillion per year in total,
Mr. Jacob said, a figure that is
higher than more than 30 other
countries that are classified as
fully economically developed.

He also decried financially-so-
phisticated pharmaceutical com-
panies that purchase promising
medications or treatment rights
only to then charge consumers
hundreds of percents to purchase
those drugs. “We need Medicare
for all,” he stated, saying that “only
four companies (in New Jersey)
provide health insurance” through
the Affordable Care Act (AFT), of-
ten referred to as ObamaCare.

Ms. Weber said Medicare should
be offered on an exchange where
citizens can purchase a price-
competitive insurance vehicle.
Medicare would be a non-profit
entity competing with for-profit
insurance companies, she said.
The price competition offered by
Medicare would then force other
insurance companies to drop their
costs for similar services, she said.

Addressing other issues, Ms.
Weber said it was problematic
that New Jersey gets back only
70 cents for each dollar state
residents pay in federal taxes.
She said more federal money
must be available for local envi-
ronmental concerns, such as
flooding in Cranford. “We need a
Congressperson who will bring
funding back,” she said.

Mr. Jacob said the $800 million
he claims is missing from the
Superstorm Sandy Relief Fund is
an unresolved issue and should
not happen again.

Turning to the issue of gun
control, which has risen to the
top of the national agenda in the
days since the Parkland, Fla.
school shooting, Ms. Weber re-
called witnessing the aftermath
of a shooting in New York City
during the 1980s. “That was

where the gazebo is located on
North Union and Springfield Av-
enues.

The DMC board also suggested
the township purchase parking
lot 4 located on South Avenue in
front of the train station that
currently is used for commuter
permit parking. DMC board mem-
ber Mr. Needle told The Westfield
Leader and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times that one idea is
to build a multi-story parking
deck with mixed-use develop-
ment in front of it. When asked if
this would mean losing or in-
creasing permit parking, Mr.
Needle said there was not a plan
in place, and that it was just an

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SEEKING SEAT IN CONGRESS...7th Congressional District Democratic
candidate Peter Jacob of Union takes a question from the audience during a
forum last Thurday night at the Cranford Community Center as fellow Demo-
cratic candidate Linda Weber of Berkeley Heights listens. Also seeking the
party’s nomination are Tom Malinowski of Rocky Hill, Goutam Jois of Summit
and David Pringle of Cranford. They are hoping to take on five-term Republican
Congressman Leonard Lance in the General Election in November. Other
Republicans in the race are Lindsay Christine Brown of Clark and Dr. Raafat
Barsoom. CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

Outreach Strategy Discussed
For Downtown Management in Cranford
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Birchwood, Hartz
Adjourn to Later Date

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD — The applications
for Birchwood Avenue and 750
Walnut Avenue have been ad-
journed, the Cranford Planning
Board announced at its work-
shop meeting Wednesday. The
site plan for 215-235 Birchwood
Avenue has been adjourned to
Wednesday, March 21. The ap-
plication by Hartz Mountain In-
dustries, Inc. for property at 750
Walnut Avenue has been ad-
journed to Monday, May 21.

While the planning board had a
quorum Wednesday, board at-
torney Mark Rothman said the
board would consider the resolu-
tion the township committee
passed that changes the study
area of North Avenue East at a
future meeting when there is a
full board. The next planning
board meeting is Wednesday,
March 7.

The planning board would con-
sider the referral from the town-
ship committee of the revised

North Avenue Redevelopment
Study area and vote for or against
the revised resolution.

On January 23, the township
committee voted 3 to 2 to super-
sede a resolution passed last year
and replace it with a resolution
authorizing the committee re-
quest to the planning board to
undertake conducting a study of
a portion of North Avenue East
and nearby township property to
determine if it can be designated
a non-condemnation area in need
of redevelopment and/or area in
need of rehabilitation.

The revised resolution removes
a number of properties from the
study and only includes town-
ship-owned properties made up
of the municipal parking lot 1 and
fire station, the former MDTV
building at 27 North Avenue East,
a parking area and roadway ad-
jacent to the train line, a parking
lot on 26-30 North Avenue East,
as well as the privately owned
Swan Cleaners at 44 North Av-
enue East.

idea. But he went on to say that
commuters could use a car ser-
vice such as Lyft or Uber to drive
them to and from the train sta-
tion, thereby extinguishing the
need for permit parking.

Hiring a township planner and a
grant writer were listed under
the goal to empower govern-
ment in its planning process, as
well as evaluating current permit
fees and establishing building
standards.

Creating a cultural arts com-
mittee, allowing temporary “pop-
up” businesses in vacant retail
spaces, creating a playground or
dog run, and establishing a busi-
ness attraction plan were strate-
gies to fulfill the goal for promot-
ing a vibrant downtown.

The poster, which had over a
dozen red dots and one green
dot, also had a comment that
read the “current garage runs at
a deficit of $500,000 per year.
No more garages.” Another note
read that increased parking and
sidewalks equals more
flooding...Permeable pavement
a must!”

The DMC posters also included
space for ideas for improving the
township. On the board attend-
ees wrote repaint the NJ Transit
station wall, add more trees
downtown, dim the street lights,
pedestrian safety campaign, bet-
ter street signs, more road re-
surfacing, more trash and re-
cycle cans downtown, erect a
wall in front of the PSE&G sub-
station, encourage historic pres-
ervation and preserve the his-
toric feel of the township. A couple
of notes also said the recent
addition of a median on North
Avenue in front of the train sta-
tion is “unsafe.”

Once the DMC strategy is com-
plete it will be given to the town-
ship committee for a vote and
adoption of the plan. The full plan
can be viewed at https://
www.cranfordnj.org/downtown-
cranford.

something that always stuck with
me,” she said. “What I saw as a
25-year-old is not as bad as what
children in Parkland had to see,”
Ms. Weber said. Mr. Jacob said he
was proud that his National Rifle
Association (NRA) rating is an F,
which means he is very tough on
gun regulations and standards.

Both candidates spoke out
against big money interest in
politics, calling attention to the
influence campaign donations
have on a legislator’s voting de-
cisions. “We need an amend-
ment [to the Constitution] say-
ing corporations are not people,”
Mr. Jacob said. “Money is not
speech.” He recalled that two
years ago in his General Election

race against Congressman Lance
he received 45 percent of the
vote despite Mr. Lance raising $2
million more in campaign funds
than he did.

“We engage people using al-
ternative and cost-effective mea-
sures,” Mr. Jacob said. Ms. We-
ber said her goal is “to get rid of
Leonard Lance, not raise the most
money.”

Also seeking the Democratic
nomination are Tom Malinowski
of Rocky Hill in Somerset County,
David Pringle of Cranford, and
Goutam Jois of Summit. Lisa
Mandelblatt of Westfield and
Scott Salmon of Scotch Plains
have dropped out of the race and
have endorsed Mr. Malinowski.

Outreach Strategy Discussed

Weber, Jacob Answer UCC Student Arrested on
Fake Firearms Charges

CRANFORD — A Union County
College student has been ar-
rested and charged with bringing
imitation firearms into a class-
room on the college’s main cam-
pus in Cranford Monday morn-
ing, Acting Union County Pros-
ecutor Michael A. Monahan and
Cranford Police Chief Ryan Greco
jointly announced in a press re-
lease.

Eric Jacobs, 20, of Millburn was
charged with fourth-degree pos-
session of an imitation firearm
for an unlawful purpose and cre-
ating a hazardous condition, a
disorderly persons offense.

At approximately 10 a.m. Mon-
day morning, a college employee
notified on-site public safety per-
sonnel regarding a person on the

campus who appeared to be car-
rying a weapon, according to the
preliminary investigation.
Cranford Police Department pa-
trol units responded to the scene
immediately and arrested Jacobs
without incident. Three imitation
firearms, including one resem-
bling a rifle and two others re-
sembling handguns, were recov-
ered from his person.

Jacobs remains in custody, and
the matter remains under inves-
tigation, with the filing of addi-
tional charges possible. Anyone
with any information is being
urged to contact Cranford Police
Department Detective Derek
Farbanec at (908) 709-7347.

He faces up to 18 months in
state prison if convicted.

Police Advise Stores of New
Age to Buy Tobacco Products
CRANFORD — As of November

1, 2017, the legal age for pur-
chasing tobacco products and
electronic smoking devices in
New Jersey was changed from
19 to 21 years of age in an effort
to protect young people from the
deadly effects of tobacco use,
according to the Cranford Police
Department.

The Cranford Police Department
Community Policing Unit (CPU)
has taken this initiative further
by meeting with local retailers to
encourage their compliance with
the law. Patrolman John Rattigan
of the Cranford Police CPU Unit
individually stopped in Cranford
businesses, specifically that sell
tobacco products and electronic
smoking devices, and ensured
that the business owners are fully
aware of the new state law, the
strict penalties and the police
department’s stance on enforc-

ing compliance. In addition to
speaking with local businesses,
Ptl. Rattigan provided each of
them with a laminated poster to
be displayed at their locations as
a reminder of the law. The post-
ers, offered online by the State of
New Jersey Department of
Health, are intended to raise
awareness and help inform
people about the changes to the
law.

“The CPU Unit’s involvement in
this initiative is simply aimed at
making sure our local retailers
understand the new law and the
urgency we have in restricting
minors’ access to tobacco prod-
ucts and electronic smoking de-
vices,” Police Chief Ryan Greco
said.

Vendors licensed to sell tobacco
products are subject to fines of
up to $1,000 for violating the
law.
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Wednesday Morning Club
Plans Events For March

CRANFORD — The Wednesday
Morning Club has announced its
schedule of events for March.

The club’s business meeting will
be held on Wednesday, March 7,
at the Cranford Community Cen-

ter, located at 220 Walnut Av-
enue. Club President Sue Driscoll
will begin the meeting at 10 a.m.
Guest speaker John Prescott, the
History Program coordinator for
the County of Union, will present
a program at 10:30 a.m. entitled
“Famous Women of Union County
— Past and Present.” All are wel-
come.

On Tuesday, March 13, the
Public Affairs Department will
meet at the home of club mem-
ber Jane Reilly at 1 p.m. Attend-
ees are requested to bring news
articles that they wish to share
and discuss. Interested persons
are asked to call Ms. Reilly if
planning to attend.

The Arts and Crafts Depart-
ment will meet at 10 a.m. on
Tuesday, March 20, at the
Cranford Community Center. The
project for the group will be
announced at a later date.

The club luncheon will take
place on Wednesday, March 21,
at Giovanna’s Restaurant, lo-
cated at 1462 South Avenue,
Plainfield. Judy England
McCarthy, a member of the New
Jersey Storytelling Network, will
entertain attendees with some
of her original stories. The lun-
cheon begins at 12:30 p.m. and
the cost is $21. Interested per-
sons are asked to call Jane Reilly
to make reservations.

On Monday, March 26, at 1
p.m., the Literature Department
will meet at the home of club
member Sandi Jacobs. Ms.
Jacobs will lead a discussion of
the book “The Tea Girl of Hum-
mingbird Lane” by Lisa See. In-
terested persons are asked to
call Ms. Jacobs if they plan to
attend.

For more information about The
Wednesday Morning Club, call
Vice-President Carolyn Moran at
(908) 233-5635 or e-mail her at
caromm@comcast.net.

Organic Veg. Gardens
To Be Program Topic
CRANFORD — The Hanson Park

Conservancy will present “Or-
ganic Vegetable Gardening” on
Tuesday, March 20, at 7:30 p.m.
This program will take place at
the Cranford Community Center,
located at 220 Walnut Avenue.

Virginia Lamb, an environmen-
tal educator from Rutgers Home
Gardeners’ School, will lead the
program. Participants will learn
how to start or improve their
vegetable garden, whether they
are a beginner or experienced.

Topics will include sustainable
soil management, variety selec-
tion, companion planting, mulch-
ing, cover cropping and succes-
sion planting, with an emphasis
on organic methods.

Ms. Lamb has more than 25
years experience as an educa-
tor, specializing in composting
and organic gardening. She has
lectured extensively throughout
the region. Currently Ms. Lamb is
pursuing her Master of Science
degree in Soil Science, with a
focus on the potential for soils to
mitigate climate change. She
lives with her family in
Maplewood.

The program is free and open
to the public. No registration is
required, but seating is available
on a first-come, first-served ba-
sis. This presentation is spon-
sored by the Hanson Park Con-
servancy. To learn more, visit
hansonparkconservancy.com or
like the conservancy on
Facebook.

Local Letters to the Editor
Cranford DMC Avoids Public

And Resident Input
The Downtown Management

Corporation (DMC) board gave a
presentation for their vision for
the future of the Cranford down-
town February 22, 2018. The
goal: “promoting a vibrant
Cranford downtown environment
was the title of the open meeting
held for the public.”

While the short-term, mid-term
and long-term objectives out-
lined in the DMC lecture were
interesting, many serious ques-
tions were left unanswered. Most
disappointingly, resident-prop-
erty owners in attendance to this
one-sided lecture were not per-
mitted to respond. The DMC
elected to avoid any public dis-
course. In addition, the DMC sys-
tem requested that those in at-
tendance attach red or green
dots on proposed projects listed
on posters located around the
room to indicate their opinion.
This request was insulting and
totally inadequate to discern an
adequate response from the pub-
lic for each question.

It appeared that the interests
of downtown property owners
for higher density, allowing four-

story buildings and higher apart-
ment density clearly superseded
the interests of Cranford resi-
dential taxpaying property own-
ers. A fair estimate is that resi-
dential property owners pay at
least 90 percent of Cranford real
estate taxes.

At the DMC meeting I believe
that the overwhelming majority
of Cranford residents would have
appreciated hearing a clear reaf-
firmation of Cranford’s special
improvement district (SID)
codes. They were approved by
the town under former mayor
Edward Force’s administration.
In reflection, I believe those codes
require the DMC to strictly en-
force SID facade design to repre-
sent Victorian and colonial archi-
tecture. Appropriate sign design
was to be approved by the DMC
in size, color and lighting.

I suggest that Cranford resi-
dents strongly express their po-
sition on these issues to the town-
ship committee and DMC before
it is too late.

Frank Krause
Cranford

CONTINUED ON NEXT COLUMN

There Are Far Better Ways For
Government To Spend $30 Million

I was so happy to read that Presi-
dent Trump wants to place the
United States of America in the
same league as North Korea,
China and Russia by staging a
military parade. It makes me so
proud to have our democratic
nation placed in the same sen-
tence as those three freedom
loving countries. I wonder if, while
our military members are goose
stepping past his lordship if they
will also have to raise both arms

in salute to our leader-in-chief?
Instead of throwing himself a
parade, the President would do
better to honor military mem-
bers and veterans by expanding
and improving access to
healthcare, career, education,
and housing services for military
personnel and veterans. Instead
of throwing himself a parade,
Trump would do better to work
to put diplomacy first and avoid

further military conflicts that put
our troops in harm’s way.
Military service members and vet-
erans are facing pressing issues
that must be addressed. Thou-
sands of active duty service mem-
bers are at risk of losing their
lives in endless wars. Thousands
of veterans lack adequate access
to secure housing, jobs, and
healthcare. The United States
government still fails to protect
too many service members and
veterans from PTSD and suicide.
Over 900 DACA recipients who
have enlisted to serve our mili-
tary are at risk of deportation.
Sexual assault survivors in the
military face barriers to justice
and LGBTQ members of the mili-
tary continue to face discrimina-
tion.
I believe that there are far better
ways to spend $30 million to
assist our military members. I’m
sure that military members them-
selves can think of even more.

Bill Nierstedt
Garwood

Probitas Verus Honos

Students Earn Dean’s
List at Gettysburg

GETTYSBURG, Penn. –
Gettysburg College students
with a quality point average in
the range of 3.300 to 3.599 for
a semester's work are placed
on the Deans' Commendation
List. The following students
from your area have been
placed on the Fall 2017 list:

Jessica Casale of Cranford,
Class of 2018; Joshua
Cucuzzella of Cranford, Class
of 2020; Maria Nemeth of
Westfield, Class of 2020;
Keelyn Weber of Westfield,
Class of 2021; Samantha
Anastasiou of Scotch Plains,
Class of 2021; Jeremy Haas of
Scotch Plains, Class of 2019;
and Brian Taylor of Fanwood,
Class of 2021.


