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Mirabella, Andrea Staten and Kim-
berly Palmieri Mouded for all their
advice, support and company on
the campaign trail.

Congratulations to those who
won, and good luck in November.
Remember the offices you seek
are a public trust not a personal
aggrandizement. Be humble and
treat both the office and your
constituents with the respect,
honesty and integrity they de-
serve.

In closing, I would like to note
the most important part of the
Primary Election in our area was
the one which sends Tom
Malinowski to the November elec-
tion. We restore sanity to this
world with small steps; the first
one will be to take back the House
for the people. Tom Malinowski
gives us the best chance we are
ever going to get to make that
happen in our district. I’m hon-
ored to have had Tom support our
campaign, and I look forward to
returning the favor and helping
him send Leonard Lance to retire-
ment later this year.

Vincent Kearney
Garwood

Vince Kearny Letter OPRA Request for
Garwood Items

Tina [Garwood Borough Clerk],
you seem to have lost my email
address. I’m still waiting for the
Primary Election Results and no-
tice of the procedure to replace
Councilman Sarno in the wake of
his recent resignation.

Rest assured, you and the gov-
erning body will be receiving the
list of three names to replace him
once things have been firmed up
with the prospective nominees.

Also, I’ve heard from several
witnesses that you attended the
Sara Todisco primary election
victory party following her de-
feat of incumbent Mayor Charles
Lombardo and there is photo-
graphic evidence of the same. Is
this appropriate for a non-parti-
san public official to do?

Please send the primary elec-
tion results to me ASAP, in accor-
dance with your duties as a bor-
ough clerk, and also send me the
communications you have al-
ready sent regarding Sarno’s res-
ignation. Consider this email an
OPRA request for those items.
Garwood GOP Municipal Chairman

James Mathieu

UCC Foundation Plans Close The Gap
Cocktail Reception on July 11

CRANFORD – The Union County
College Foundation is hosting
their third annual Close the Gap
cocktail reception on Wednes-
day, July 11 in the Victor M.
Richel Student Commons on the
Cranford campus. This campaign
supports the College’s strategic
initiative to help shrink the
achievement gap that exists for
African-American students and
will also provide financial assis-
tance to help those students com-
plete their degree on time.

This year’s event is being held
in memory of Assemblyman Jerry
Green. In 2015, when he learned
about the low graduation rates
among African-American male
students, Assemblyman Green
joined Assemblyman Jamel
Holley and a number of Founda-
tion Board members to support
the College’s strategic initiative
to close the achievement gap.
Thanks to his leadership and
dedication to Union students, the
Foundation has had a dramatic
impact on student success.

Since the start of the cam-
paign three years ago, over
$100,000 has been invested in
scholarships, grant support, and
emergency funding for students
who are on course to graduate.
Thanks to the dedication of the
College’s faculty and staff com-
bined with the generosity of our
community, the graduation
rates for African- American male
students have more than tripled.
With the growth of our cam-
paign support, the Foundation
is now proud to also provide
financial support to the College’s
African American female stu-
dents.

No other program or campaign
in the community college system
in New Jersey is having the same
impact on student success as we
are at Union County College.
However, the push forward must

continue to meet the ever grow-
ing needs of our students.

The opportunity exists for busi-
nesses and individuals to partici-
pate either as event sponsors or
to purchase individual tickets. If
you cannot attend, please con-

UCC Hires Melissa Sande
As New Dean of Humanities
CRANFORD – Melissa R. Sande

has been named the new dean of
humanities for Union County Col-
lege (UCC). Ms. Sande joined
UCC in the fall of 2013 as a full-
time English instructor. She has
more than 10 years of teaching
experience and has previously
served as a program coordina-
tor, writing tutor and an adjunct
instructor.

 As the dean of humanities, Ms.
Sande will be responsible for the
supervision and evaluation of the
division’s full-time faculty mem-
bers and staff, the approval of all
faculty schedules, and will advo-
cate for the issues, initiatives,
goals and needs of the division.
She will support the faculty in the
development and design of new
programs as well as the enhance-
ment of the division’s existing
curriculum. Ms. Sande is the
division’s representative and will
work with other UCC divisions to
ensure that the needs of UCC
students are being met in all
academic areas. The humanities
division includes majors and
courses in English, communica-
tions, theater arts, visual arts,
graphic design, modern lan-
guages, journalism and public
relations, and liberal arts.

Prior to her arrival at UCC, Ms.
Sande served as a writing asso-
ciate at the University of New
Haven, where she instructed

newly designed composition and
rhetoric courses that focused on
effective college-level writing.
She worked as an adjunct in-
structor at Suffolk County Com-
munity College, where she taught
introductory composition and lit-
erature courses. As an adjunct
instructor at Borough of Manhat-
tan Community College, she
served as an instructor of devel-
opmental English and reading
and taught introductory-level En-
glish courses.

Ms. Sande earned her Ph.D. in
English, general literature and
rhetoric from Binghamton Uni-
versity. She holds a Master of
Arts in Literature from Brooklyn
College, City University of New
York and her Bachelor of Arts in
Literature and Journalism, with a
minor in sociology, from Pur-
chase College, State University
of New York. Ms. Sande also is
fluent in Spanish.

“Union County College hires
strong academics who show
promise to grow into leadership
roles. Dr. Sande is an excellent
instructor and is well known
within the college community for
her skills in the classroom. I con-
gratulate her on this new admin-
istrative position and look for-
ward to the initiatives she will
spearhead for her division,”
stated UCC President Margaret
M. McMenamin.

sider making a donation. For
more information about support-
ing this year’s event, please call
(908) 709-7505 or go to https:/
/www.ucc.edu/union-county-
college-foundation/ways-to-
give/annual-campaigns/.

COUNTY — As part of an inter-
national movement, the Ameri-
can Red Cross has launched the
Missing Types campaign to re-
cruit new blood donors – and
those who have not given re-
cently – to ensure lifesaving blood
is available for patients.

During the Missing Types cam-
paign, the letters A, B and O – the
main blood groups – will disap-
pear from brands, social media
pages, signs and websites to il-
lustrate the critical role every
blood donor plays.

Three blood drives have been
scheduled in Union County.

Summit — Monday, June 18, 2
to 7 p.m., American Red Cross,
695 Springfield Avenue.

Roselle — Monday, July 2, 2 to
7 p.m., Chestnut Street Commu-

nity Church, 303 Chestnut Street.
Cranford — Tuesday, July 3, 2

to 7 p.m., Cranford United Meth-
odist Church, 201 Lincoln Av-
enue, East.

A blood donor card or driver’s
license or two other forms of
identification are required at
check-in. Individuals age 17 (in
most states) and older (16 with
parental consent where allowed
by state law), weigh at least 110
pounds and are in generally good
health may be eligible to donate
blood. High-school students and
other donors age 18 and younger
also have to meet certain height
and weight requirements.

Please visit RedCrossBlood.org/
MissingTypes, use the Red Cross
Blood Donor App or call 1-(800)-
RED CROSS (1-800-733-2767).

Blood Drives to Be Held at Local Sites


