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Local Letters to the Editor
Thank You Garwood Dem Voters
For Giving Us Primary Victory

To the residents of Garwood,
we want to thank you for show-
ing up to vote in the primary
election this past Tuesday. The
historically high turnout showed
that Garwood residents care
about the issues facing our town
and that they want their voices
to be heard. We are truly humbled
by the overwhelming support we
were shown. The voters have put
their faith in us, and we will not
let you down.

We also want to thank the
Garwood Forward team for their
efforts as Mayor Charles
Lombardo, Vincent Kearney, and
Jennyfer Guerrero worked hard
in this campaign. They engaged
the voters and helped drive up

the turnout. We know it was all
done for the love of Garwood.

As we now turn our sights to-
wards the general election in
November, we are excited to get
back out there on the campaign
trail. We met hundreds of resi-
dents during the primary season
and we look forward to speaking
with many more over the next
several months. Most impor-
tantly, we want everyone to know
that they have a voice, and we
encourage you to make your
voice heard come this Novem-
ber.

Michael Ince
Council Candidate, D

Sean Benoit
Council Candidate, D

We Ran Our Race With Dignity,
Fairness, Integrity, Honesty

Many sayings can categorize
the primary race that Garwood
has just endured. “All’s fair in
love and war”, or “The ends jus-
tifies the means”. I prefer a quote
by an anonymous sports writer
from the early 1900’s: “It’s not
whether you win or lose, but how
you played the game”. Yes, los-
ing is a disappointment, but the
awesome team of Lombardo,
Guerrero and Kearney can take
comfort in the fact that we ran
our race with dignity, fairness,
integrity, and honesty.

Throughout our campaign we
met so many residents, old
friends and new neighbors, at
their homes and spoke to them
of their concerns and answered
their questions. I thank them for
taking the time to speak with our
team. That’s what good politics
is all about – open communica-
tion and honest discussion.
Democrats came out to vote in
this primary in record numbers,

and I thank each and every one
of you. Unfortunately for our
team, the result was not in our
favor, but we worked very dili-
gently under the conditions we
were given.

I sincerely want to thank my
family for enduring 25 years of
my governmental service to
Garwood. They’ve been through
it before, and understand my
drive and commitment. I espe-
cially want to sincerely thank the
families of Vincent Kearney and
Jennyfer Guerrero, whose chil-
dren are small and may not un-
derstand why their daddy or
mommy was not at home when
they usually were. Being in poli-
tics is a long, tough road, and we
are very fortunate to have such
understanding and love from our
families. I commend Vince and
Jenn for being so hard working
and dedicated to our cause, sac-
rificing family time, and devoting
their time and energy to a diffi-
cult campaign.

Garwood remains an amazing
place to live, work and play, and
we look forward to the future of
this great town. Garwood’s
Democratic Party must also move
forward and come together again
as a united Party to face our
opposition in the November elec-
tion. We need to be united for a
common purpose, with common
goals and aspirations.

Once again, I thank all the resi-
dents of Garwood who believed in
our team. I am grateful for your
support and will do my best, finish-
ing my term as Mayor the way I
started it – listening to your com-
ments and input, and having one
goal in mind – doing what is best
for Garwood and its residents.

Charles P. Lombardo
Mayor of Garwood

Thank You Garwood DEMs
Primary Voters; On To November

Thank you, Garwood! This Pri-
mary Election was nothing short
of historic. We saw one of the
highest turnouts ever in a Demo-
cratic primary in our small town
with over 570 people casting
votes for Mayor and Council. You
made your voice heard loud and
clear about what types of leaders
you want and how we should
move our town forward.

I am truly honored and humbled
to have earned your confidence
and am excited to get to work to
ensure a victory in the November
election.

My running mates, Michael Ince
and Sean Benoit, have been phe-
nomenal partners in the journey
of this campaign. They bring such
energy, enthusiasm, and experi-
ence. All three of us are ready for
the next journey where we will
continue to listen to you and
spread our message of a stron-

ger Garwood that has leadership
and ideas that work.

I’m humbled by the number of
people who turned out to vote,
including many who declared
Democrat to vote in their first
primary. Now, we can focus on
registering even more people and
reaching out to everyone;  Demo-
crats, unaffiliated voters, and
Republicans. Regardless of party
affiliation, we are all Garwood
and we all have a stake in the
future of our town.

As the saying goes, “it takes a
village,” and I’m so proud and
grateful for the village behind
the Democrats for Garwood team.
Thank you to Council President
Jen Blumenstock and Council-
man Marc Lazarow for your sup-
port since the very beginning.
Many thanks to the dozens of
volunteers on our campaign team

In November Election, We Restore
Sanity To This World With Small Steps
It was an absolute honor to run

for office alongside Mayor Charles
Lombardo, a true leader with a
nearly endless record of service to
our community, and a woman as
inspiring to be around as Jennyfer
Guerrero. Jenn’s personal story is
an amazing one and she simply
exudes endless positive energy in
such a way that just standing next
to her makes you feel like you can
take on the world!

I have learned a lot from such
incredible running mates and our
awesome team (whom I always
referred to as Team Awesome).
Working with this team, who put
in countless hours in an effort
which was all too often uphill, I
walk away from this campaign
proud knowing we did everything
the right way with a focus on facts

and issues instead of personali-
ties and generalities.

I am thankful for the experience
of running for office, the ability to
meet many people in Garwood I
wouldn’t have otherwise and for
the trust placed in me by the City
Committee to properly represent
the Democratic Party.

Thank you to Kathy Villaggio,
The Nierstedt family, Louis
Petruzzelli, the Lombardo family,
Dennis and Deborah McCarthy,
Mike Martin, Paul Nieves, the
Sinclair family, the Acosta family
and most of all my mother Carol
and my wife Veronica for your
tireless support. I would also like
to thank Sheriff Peter Corvelli
along with our victorious Free-
holder Candidates Alexander
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who helped canvass, made phone
calls, hosted events, and so much
more. We also appreciate the
help and support from our “jun-
ior” volunteers! I look forward to
our team growing even larger in
the coming months.

Thank you to my family for
always supporting me in this
“rough sport” and for understand-
ing why I devote all the time that
I do to the town that I love. This
love for Garwood was instilled in
me by them from an early age
and only grows stronger over
time. It is the sole reason I serve
and continue to run for office.

I’d also like to thank the Garwood
Forward team for a hard-fought
race that has energized many
Democrats as we head into the
General Election. Finally, a big
thank you to Mayor Charles
Lombardo for your 25 years of
dedicated service to Garwood. I
look forward to continuing to serve
the people of Garwood alongside
you the rest of this year.

On to November! Thank you!
Sara Todisco

Garwood Councilwoman
Mayoral Candidate (D)
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